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With this number closes the publication of the Maga- 
zine^ in its present form. 

We have not been unmindful of the kindness with 
which our labours in the publication of it, have been re- 
garded ; nor have we (as we trust) been ungrateful for 
the health and opportunity which a gracious Providence 
has afforded us for the prosecution of them. 

The new arrangement which has been made in the 
Society^s publications, will occasion a considerable in- 
crease of labour and responsibility. It is hoped, how- 
ever, that the increased spirit of liberality with which 
our contemplated publications will be sustained, by those 
for whose benefit they are designed, will far exceed 
whatever addition they will make to the toils and anxie- 
ties of their Editor. 

May the same God who has been our help in years 
past, continue to smile on our efforts to advance the glory 
of his name ; and give to all the friends, patrons, teachers, 
and children of our schools, an enduring portion in the 
world of light. 

December, 1830. 
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MEMOIR OF HANNAH RIPLEY, 

Jl Member of a StMaihschoolin Boston. 



The cliaracter of the following: me- 
moir is thus given, in a letter from 
a clergynum of the Baptist church. 

"This little memoir has recently 
been written by two young men, who 
are teachers in my Sabbath-school. 
I believe that the statement made by 
them is correct I visited Hannah 
several times during her sickness^ and 
am persuaded she was a child of God, 
She was an only daughter; and her 
mother is a pious member of my 
church. The writers are minors, of 
worthy character— -one of them a pro- 
fessor. The publication of the me- 
moir may be an encouragement to 
them and others to do good. 
«I am, respectfully, &c. 

« C. P. Gbgsvsstob. 

« Boston, Nov, 13, 1829." 

There is a melancholy satisfaction in 
cherishing the memory of friends who 
have gone to the world of spirits; and 
who gave evidence that they wei^e the 
followers of Christ. For \i' they were 
his followers, they have gone to dwell 
with him in happiness which will 

VoL.VIL— I 



never end; and we know, that if w« 
are prepared to dwell in heaven* we 
shall meet them there, where sicknett 
and sorrow cannot come; tihere the 
Saviour reigns in glory; and where 
we may join with saints and ang^l% in 
praising him for ever. 

We are about to give an account of 
one, who was cut down in the bright 
morning of her days, but died in the 
full hope of a blessetl immortality, and 
who, we believe, is now with the re* 
deemed in heaven. 

Hannah Ripley was bom in Boston, 
on the 8th of 'May, 1818. H^r fa- 
ther died while she was so young, as 
scarcely to know the value of'a*father; 
but she was blessed with a good mo> 
ther, who cared for her soul as well 
as for her body, and who early im- 
planted in her mind the seeds of reli- 
gion. At about four years of age, 
she became connected with the First 
Baptist Sabbath-School, in Boston ; 
which she ever afterwards regularly 
attended, till the commencement of 
her last sickness. In this school she 
was always remarked for her serious 
manners, her punctuality, and her 
strict attention to what her, teachers 
told her; and for these things ahe was 
greatly beloved by them,. and by her 
school-mates, before whom she set a 
bright example, well worthy pf their 
imitation. Not a single instance is 
recollected of her absence from the 
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school, during the whole time she was 
attached to it, unless iti case of sick- 
ness. At one tinne, when her teacher 
asked the members of her class, if 
they wished to have her pray for 
them— Hannah, alone, answered in the 
affirmative, and knelt in prayer with 
her teacher, while the rest remained 
standing. 

She was very fond of reading", and 
would frequently take her Sunday- 
school bookj and shut herself up in a 
room alone, to read it, for hours toge- 
ther. She also delighted much in 
reading and studying that best of 
books, the Bible. She was presented 
with one, by a friend, several months 
before her death. One eveiung, about 
two months before she died, as she 
was sitting with one of her brothers* 
reading in her Bible, she said to him, 
•* Robert, this is my Bible, and I am go- 
ing to write something in it." She then 
wrote on a blank leaf, the following: 

•< Holy Bible, book divine! 
Preoons treasure, thou art mine /" 

At the beginning of the present 
year, she made a little book, in wliicli 
she said she intended to write all the 
texts of the sermons she should hear 
preached, till the next January. She 
little thought they would be so few; 
and that in less than four months she 
should be numbered with the dead. 
But so it was. 

She began to complain of sickness 
on the 4th of March, 1829; but was 
not confined to the house till the 6th. 
Her disorder was a consumption, at- 
tended by a distressing cough, and 
the raising of blood. The progress of 
the disease was very painful, yet she 
bore it with a degree of fortitude, and 
resignation to the will of God, uncom- 
mon in one so young. Her situation was 
not considered dangerous, till within 
three or four weeks previous to her 
death. Very frequently, during her 
illness, she spoke of her Sabbath-school 
with pleasure, and wished to be able 
again to attend it. But He **who seeth 
not as man seeth," saw fit to remoye 
her to a place of higher enjoyment 
than can be found in this world — even 
to a place at his right hand in heaven. 

One morning, about three weeks 
before she died, her mother «iid to 
her, " Hannali, you appear to be very 



sick." She replied, •• I know I am." 
" Do you think you would be willing 
to die, if it is the will of God?" «* I 
had rather get well; but 1 will trust 
my heavenly Father, for he knows 
what is best for me." She tlien spoke 
of the privileges she had enjoyed of 
attending the Sabbath-school, and said 
they had been made a great blessing 
to her. She also mentioned one or 
two others in her class, and said, 
« Miss H. (her teacher) has talked to 
me a great deal about religion, and so 
she has to the others; but all of them 
have not good mothers to teach them 
at home, as I have. If those shoes 
were mine, (pointing to a pair of 
shoes that had been given to one of 
her school-mates, to wear to the Sab- 
bath-school, and which hung in sight,) 

and I wa^ as well as A , I would 

not let them hang there so long, with- 
out being used; but her mother does 
not care any thing ribout relig^ion^ nor 
the Sabbath-school." 

Her mind appeared to be employed 
in thinking about her Sabbath-school 
and her teacher, a great portion of 
the time ; and her conduct and con- 
versation showed, that they had iiw 
deed been to her the greatest of 
blessings; that they had been instru- 
mental in directing her mind to think 
of him who died for her, as well as for 
others, and in enabling her to put her 
trust in him, when He alone could 
help her, on her dying bed. 

She always expressed tlie greatest 
thankfulness for any attention that 
was shown her, and said that, though 
she could not repay her friends tor 
their kindness, God would reward 
them. For the last three weeks, she 
was sensible that her end was apy- 
proaching, and once said, **I have 
been sick so long, I know I sliall not 
get well." 

The Wednesday before she died, 
she expressed some fear of death be- 
cause of her sin. The next day, a 
friend asiked her if she was willing to 
die, and she replied, •* Yes" She 
was asked why, and she expressed 
the hope that Christ had forgiven her 
sins. She said she had prayed to 
God, and he had heard her, and for- 
given her. This was the last day that 
she had her reason, mid she af.erwards 
said very little. On Saturday, her 
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^ Word fitly spoken. 



teacher called to see her, and when 
she ask«d if she knew her, Hannah 
looked at her as thoug'h she did know 
her, and wished to speak^ to her, but 
she could not. On Sunday, when 
her mother was out of the room, she 
inquired for her — <* Where's mother?" 
Her mother was* iihmediately called, 
but the wild and vacant stare of her 
countenance, showed that she did not 
recognise her. These were the last 
words'she was heard to speak. After 
that, she lay apparently insensible, 
till the next afternoon, about four 
o'clock, when her spirit returned to 
God who gave it. She died on the 
27th of April, 182!9, aged ten years 
and eleven months. 

But though dead, Hannah yet 
speaks. Her school-mates cannot soon 
forget the example she set before 
them, nor the many pleasant seasons 
they have spent with her, in the Sab- 
bath-school. Then, she bid as fair to 
live many years, as any of them: now, 
she is gone, and the places that knew 
her, will know her no more. To her 
companions, she speaks in terms mild, 
affectionate, and solemn — ** You, too, 
must die; perhaps it may be soon: oh, 
prepare to meet your God!*' 

To all Sabbath-school children, her 
example speaks — "'ye children, hear 
instruction, and be wise.' Ev^ry 
week you can receive the insti-lictions 
of your teachers; attend to them; 
seek the blessing of God on their 
faithful endeavours ' to benefit you. 
'Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth,' that if you should, 
like me, die while you are young, he 
may remembei* you in mercy." 

To every one who may read this 
imperfect account of her,- does not 
her early retnbval say, " • Be ye also 
ready; for in such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of man cometh!' O seek 
the Lord now, while he may be found, 
that when your Lord comes, you may 
be found watching, and ready to meet 
him with joy." 

Sabbath-school teachers may find, 
in the foregoing account, much en- 
couragement to be faithful and perse- 
vering. Hannah loved her Sabbath- 
school, and was attentive to the 
instructions of her teacher. Here 
she learned the way to heaven, and 
begun to walls, in it; and her teacher 



had the satisfaction of seeing her, on 
her dying bed, trusting in that God 
of whom she had told her, and to 
whom she had been instrumental in 
turning her. What {^ater encour- 
agement could a teacher desire, than 
to see such fruits as tliese attend her 
labours? We have but to do our duty 
faithfully, and our labours will be 
abundantly rewarded. 

Finally, we would say to all, who, 
when their appointed time shall come, 
would wish to die like Hannah — "Fear 
God, and keep his commandments, for 
this is the whole duty of man." She 
loved to read in the Bible, for she be- 
lieved it to be the word of God; and 
in it, she read that all are sinners by 
nature; but Christ died for us all, that 
whosoever beheveth in him, might 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Love this blessed book; love its Au- 
thor; repent of sin, and believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, — and be assured 
that death will not come as a king of 
terrors to you, but as a strong deli- 
verer, to release you from this body of 
sin, and to conduct you safely home to 
heaven. 



jk WOUD TITLT BPOKS5. 

There is, in the city of Philadelphia, 
an asylum for children, v/ho are pre- 
sented to the guardians or overseers 
of the poor, as objects of public cha- 
rity. Without stopping to admire 
and approve the humane and wise 
provision which keeps them from 
much evil example and influence, and 
gives them that instruction which is 
profitable for all things, even in this 
world, — our present object is, to state 
a case of much interest, which re- 
cently, occurred. 

Early on a Sabbath afternoon during 
the summer, the matron of this asylum 
was pained to find a company of 
eighteen men, (rope-makers,) at a 
game of hall, in an enclosure near 
the building, and in view of the chil- 
dren. Knowing the power of such 
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an example^ she went to them— re- 
quested them to desist a moment, till 
they should liear what she ha^jl to say. 
She then told tbenii in substance, that 
she was shocked to see them so operily 
and fearlessly transgressing the law of 
God; "and if !> a^poor sinful crea- 
ture, am shocked at the openness and 
enormity of your sin, how must it ap- 
pear to Gob himself, who is so holy 
that no flesh living shall be justified 
in his presence?" She then informed 
them that she was the matron of the 
asylum) that she Was endeavouring to 
train up these poor and friendless 
children in the fear of God» and in 
obedience to his holy law; and that 
fluch an examine as was thus placed 
before them, would counteract the 
inflaence of her instructions and la- 
bours. She then civilly requested 
them to leave their sport for a while, 
and go with her to the asylum, assur- 
ing them that what they would see, 
would be new to them, and perhaps 
inttresting. After a short consulta- 
tion, they determined to follow her; 
and leaving their hats and coats be- 
hind, they all followed her to the 
house. The family and children were 
surprised to see sucli a procession fol- 
lowing the matron into Uie house and 
through the hall; but they were soon 
told that these were persons who 
had come to visit them, and see how 
they kept the Sabbath. Beings seated 
upon benches provided for visiters, in 
the school-room, the matron told the 
children to sing one of their hymns; 
and, without any intimation of its ap- 
propriateness, they immediately simg 
the hymn — 

Tliia day belongs to God alone. 
He chooses Sunday for his own ; 
And we must ndtiber work nor play " 
Upon God's holy Sabbath day* 



'Tis well to have one day in seven, 
That we may leanf the way to heaven ; 
Or else yre never should have tliought 
About religion as we oug^ht. 

And every Sabbath should be past ^ 
As if we knew it were our bst ; 
For what would dying people give,- 
To have one Sabbath mnre to live ? 

While this hymn was sung by up- 
wards of one hundred children, (some 
of them so young as to be scarcely 
able to speak the words plain^) tlie 
tears were seen to roll from the eyes • 
of the reproved visiters, who sat in 
perfect silence during the service. 
Several' hymns and answers from the 
catechbm, were recited, and verses of 
Scriptul'e repeated, till dinner was 
I'eady. The matron asked the visiters 
to go into the dining hall, and see the 
children come to the table and take 
their dinner. A clean white clotl^ 
was spread, on which was placed a 
sufficient Quantity of bread and mo- 
lasses. After a blessing had been 
asked by the matron, in which the 
children audibly joined*-she stated to 
the visiters, that on any other day of 
the week, the children liad various 
fare, and the table was furnished 
with plates, S&c. as in any other fami- 
ly; but on the Sabbaih, she felt it a 
duty to avoid all unnecessary labour. 
She therefore bad the bread provided, 
and the molasses drawn in proper 
quantity, on the evening before ; 
and no noise or labour was necessary 
in providing food, furnishing the table, 
nor in clearing off, washing, and put- 
ting up the furniture. Thus she hoped 
to impress on the children's hearts, 
the spirit of the hymn they had sung, 
as well as its letter on their memory. 

After dinner, and thanks returned, 
the children with great quietness 
went out into the yard which sur- 
rounds' tlie building. The matron 
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their ctutioned them as to their con- 
duct— ^* You know, children," said 
Bbe> *< that this is God's holy Sabbath. 
If you take up a plaything, or touch 
one, you sin. You must not work 
nor play, lest you oiTend God, who 
has commanded you, and mo^ and all 

of Ul| to BSMBXBXB THB S'iBBATH BAT 

TO KHMt it' HOLT." She gave them 
this solemn admonition in language 
the most simple and affeotionate^ and 
to the wonder of her silent and intent 
visiters. The children went out .in 
a very orderly manner; the matron 
then turned to her adult class, t|iat 
had so unexpectedly come under her 
care. She told them she was sincerely 
obliged to them for their civility; 
that they had seen something of the 
course of proceeding in that house, 
and she hoped they had been inter^t* 
ed; that she should be happy to see 
them there at any time, but especially 
upon the Sahbathr^Vflien they would 
always see the same, or similar efforts 
made to train up children in the know- 
ledge, and fear of God, and In obe- 
dience' to his holy law. Th^y return- 
ed to the field, took their hats and 
coats in the most brderly manner, and 
returned home. 

The next Sabbath, every one of the 
eighteen persons came to the asylum, 
decently dressed, and with a becom- 
ing deportment, and witnessed the 
whole course of exercises. One of 
them was considerably advanced, 
(supposed 45 or 55 years old,) and 
the youngest was about 17 v and many 
of them paid a third viut! So effec- 
tually did the serious, affectionate, 
and judicious conduct of this matron, 
secure the respect and confidence of 
this company of transgressors. 

These circumstances coming indi- 
rectly and imperfectly to our know- 



ledge, seemed to deserve investiga^ 
tion. We accordingly visited th« 
place. Here we found the worthy 
matron iii the discharge of her ac-< 
customed duties ^ and while we had 
the satisfaction to leanr that the ftiets 
we have stated were strictly true, we 
liad an opportunity to witness the 
order and propriety of which we had 
heard. It was indeed a wise and hu« 
mane measure, to gather these fnend- 
less outcasts (the sons and daughters 
^ poverty and wo) into one common 
family^ apart fVom the evil example 
and corrupting influence of the shame- 
less and hardened. And when we 
heard from that assembly of one hun* 
dred and twenty little children, whose 
fathers and mothers liad forsaken 
them— rthe voice of prayer, and the 
hymn of praise; and witnessed their 
orderly conduct; and saw the evidence 
on every mde, that they were trained 
up in the fear of God, and in a regard 
to his commandments,-^we left the 
house with a deeper sense of thjc va« 
lue of that gospel, to whose influence 
we are indebted for such an institu- 
tion. . And whp does more to destroy 
the influence, and subvert the institu- 
tions of the c^pel, than the Sabbath- 

BBSAKEB? 

THS SXrLAJTATOBT XBTflOD OV tK« 
STBCGTIOir. 

We. do long for the time when Sun- 
day-^ckool teachers, and others who 
.hftve the ctfe of children, (and espe- 
cially those to whom is committed 
their religious training,) will study 
the art of teaching. We shall endea- 
vour to make the facts, theories, and 
illustrations, connected with this 
point, at least as prominent as any 
other class of subjects that may pro- 
perly occupy our pages; and in the 
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present number, we give our readers 
some of the views of John Wood, JB»q. 
contained in his account of the Edin- 
burgh Sessional School. 

In treating of the faeplanatory f?K- 
thodof inatrudior^f the author observes 
that— 

"Its object is threefold: first— To 
render more eisisy and pleasing the 
acquisition^^ of the mechanical art of 
reading; secondly — To turn to advan- 
tage the particular instruction con- 
tained in every individual passage 
which is read; and, above all, thirdly 
— To give the pupil, by means of a 
rplniite analysis, of each passage, a 
general command of his own language. 

"It is of great importance to the 
proper understanding of the method, 
that cUl these objects should be kept 
distinctly in view. With regard to 
the^r^^, no one, who has not witness- 
ed the scheme in operation, can well 
imagine the animation and energy 
which it inspires. It is the«constant 
remark of almost every stranger who 
visits the Sessional School, that its 
pupils have not at all the ordinaiy ap- 
pearance of schoolboys doomed to an 
unwilling task, but rather the happy 
faces of children at their sports. This 
distinction is chiefly to be attributed 
to that part of the system, of which 
we are here treating; .by which, in 
place of harassing the pupil with a 
mere mechanical routine of sounds 
and technicalities, his attention is ex- 
cited, his curiosity is gratified, and his 
fancy is amused. 

"In the «eco7Mf place, when proper 
books are put into the hands of scho- 
lars, every article which tliey read, 
may be made the meuid, not only of 
forming in their youthful minds the 
■invaluable habit of attention, but also 
of communicating to them, along with 
a facility in the art of reading, much 
information, whidi is both adapted to 
their present age, and may be of use 
to them for the rest of their lives. 
How different is the result, wh«re the 
mechanical art is made the exclusive 
object of tlie master's and the pupil's 
attention? How many fine passages 
have been read in the most pompous 
manner, without rousing a single sen- 



timent in the mind of the performer! 
How many, in which they have left 
behind- them only the most erro- 
neous and absurd impressions and 
associations? Of such associations, 
the following, furnished by a gentle- 
man of our acquiuntance, will, we be- 
lieve, be recognised by most of our 
readers, as too true a picture of what, 
from a similar cause, has not unfre- 
quently occurred to themselves. He 
had been accustomed, like roost 
school-boys, to read, and probably to 
repeat, without the slightest attention 
to the sense, Gray's Elegy, not jun- 
commonly known in school by the 
name o^ "The curfew tolls." What 
eitlier "curfew" or "tolls" meant, 
he, according tp, cnstotp', knew no- 
thing. He always thought, however, 
of tollrbars^ and wondered what sort 
of toVa were eurfew-to'lls; but he durst 
not, of course, put any idle question 
on such a subject to the master. The 
original impression, as might be ex- 
pected, remained, and to the present 
hour continues to haunt him, when- 
ever this well known poem comes 
inh'ismind.". 

We recollect a amilar case, which 
occurred under biir own observation. 
Having occasion, 9ome years since, in 
the discharge of official duty, to visit 
a common school in a country town — 
a very intelligent boy, 12 or 14 years 
of age, read, very distinctly and pomp- 
ously, an extract from Milton's Para- 
disc Lost. — How such extracts, from 
such a work, find their way into a 
common reading book for children, 
we will not stop to inquire. The 
subject of the extract wis the fitness 
of God's works to the end designed^ 
and one of the exdamations which 
occurred, if our memory serves us, 
was this— "How fit!" The instant 
he had done reading, we asked the 
boy to close his book, and give some 
account of what he had read. — ** Who 
have you been reading about?" Ana. 
"Adam and Eve." "Very well. 
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what have you been reading about 
them?" Ans. ** How thty JUf* The 
teacher seemed to be at a los^' what 
there was wrong in the case! 

In the department of which we 
afe now treating, the instructer, whe- 
ther in the Bible or in a common 
school-book^ 

"Will not consider it enough, that 
. the child may have, from the context 
or otherwise, formed a, general notion 
of the meaning of a whole passage, 
but will also, with a view to future 
exigencies, direct his attention to the 
full force and signification of the ]>ar- 
ticuUir terms employed^ and likewise, 
in some cases at least, to their roots, 
derivatives, and compounds. Thus» 
for example, if in any lesson the scho- 
lar reads of one having 'done an un* 
precedented act,' it might be quite 
sufficient for understanding the mean- 
of thit single passage, tetell him that, 
* no other person .had ever done the 
like;* but this would by no means 
fully accomplish the object we have in 
view. The child would thus rieceive 
. no clear notion of the word unprece' 
denied, and would therefore^ m all 
probability, on the very next pccasiom 
of its recurrence, or of the recurrence 
of other words from, the same root, be 
as much at a loss as before^ But 
direct his attention to ths threefold 
compoffltioii of this word, the .un, the 
pre, and the cede. Ask him the 
meaning of the syllable un in compo- 
sition, and tell him to point .out to you 
(or, if necessary, point oiit to him) 
any other words, in which it has this 
sigiiification of not, (such as uncommon, 
uncivil.) Next investigate the mean- 
ing of the syllable pre in composition, 
and illustrate it with examples, (such 
as previous, premature.) Then ex- 
amine in like manner the meaning of 
the syllable cedCf and demand the sig- 
nification of its various compounds 
precede, proceed, succeed, accede, re- 
cede, exceed, intercede. The pupil 
will in this manner acquire not only a 
much more distinct and- lasting im- 
pression of the signification of the 
word in question, but a key also to a 
vast variety of other words in the lan- 
guage. This too he will do far more 



pleasingly and satisfactorily in the 
manner which is here recommended, 
than by being enjoined to commit 
them to memory m>m a vocabulary at 
home as a task* The latter practice^ 
wherever it is introduced, is, we know, 
regarded l^y the children as an irk- 
some drudgery {" the former -on the 
contrary is an amusement. The for^ 
mer makes a strong and lasting im- 

Eression upon the mind; under the 
Ltter, the information wished to be 
communicated is too often leanied 
merely u the task of the day, and 
obliterated by that of the next. It is 
vety true, that it would not be possi- 
ble to go over every word of a lesson 
with the same minuteness; as that we 
have now instanced. A. single sen- 
tence well 'done, may prove of the 
greatest service to the scholar in his 
foture studies. 

, " The humbler classes of society, in 
every sermon which they bear — ^in 
every book which they read, how- 
ever simple, and written peculiarly 
for their own use, — nay, in the Bible 
itself,— meet with a multitude of 
words and expressions, even' of fre- 
quent occurrence, which, from, want 
of such a. key, not only lose g^eat pait 
of their force, but are utterly unintel- 
ligible, and are often grossly misun- 
derstood.- We would, ourselves, have 
been in a. great measure ignorant of 
the full extent of the disadvantage, 
under which such persons labour in 
this respect, btit for the representa- 
tions of the lads in our evening school, 
many of whom were possessed of no 
ordinary abilities, and had received all 
the education formerly bestowed on 
persons in that rank of life. We were 
much struck,' too, with a conversation 
which we had on tliis subject, on oc- 
casion of a recent visit to a seminary 
in Newhaven.* We there met with a 
fisherman,, the parent of one of the 
pupils, well known in the village as 
one of the most respectable, intelli- 
gent, and well educated of the class. 
He evidently took a deep interest in 
our proceedings, and, While we were 
in the act uf examining the children 

•■ Newhaven is a fishing village in 
the neighbourhood of Leith, Scot- 
land. 
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on the xneamng* of what they had 
read, he at length broke out in nearly 
the following manner: ' £h, sir, you'lL 
not know bow little of this I undeiv 
standi and hcQW much 1 miss it: I 
learned to read. like my neighbours, 
but I never learned the meaning, and 
I find it a hard thing to turn up the 
dictionaiy for everjr word,^ Can we 
wonder, if persons in this situation, ijti 
place of occupying their leisure hours 
with salutaiy reuling,. which is >to 
them thus difficult and. laboi&ous, 
should too often devote them to inore. 
degrading and less innocent pursuits ? 
From the manner, too, in which, the 
education of most children has gene- 
rally been hitherto conducted, parents 
have, for the most part, been quite 
satisfied that their children |iave re- 
ceived a g^d education, when they 
have been taught to readf conceiving 
that this mechanical attainment is in 
some inexplicable way or other to act 
as a charm, though they be quite 
unable to apply it to, any beneficial 
purpose. 

« Tlie pious grandson tliy known handle take9,* 
And, (eyes lift up^ tfiis savoury lectuite makes: 
< Great A,' he gravely- reads ; tl^e important 

sound ' 

The empty walb and hollow roof rebound ; 
The expiring aneient reared his dinoping; head, . 
And thanked his stara, that Hodge had learned— 

to reeuL 

"And it is ,not to any particular 
order of society, that this mode of 
education exclusively holds out its 
benefits. How^ oi'ten have ladiea 
feelingly expressed to us their deep 
regi'et, that they liad not been edu- 
cated under the rtietliod here recom- 
mended! But why should we mention 
such alone? * If a gsntlemait (Locke 
has well observed) be to study any 
language, it ought to be that of his 
own country.' He has very fi^equent 
occasion not to read merely, but to 
confimunicate his sentiments to others 
both in speech and writing; and what 
mode of discipline can better bestow 
upon him that command of language 
so essential for such purposes, than an 
early tuition of the nature which we 
are now advocating?' Nor is it the 
knowledge of language alone that is 
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to be , commanicated in , this way.. 
Aloi\g Vith every thin^ which is read, 
"a ju^ious teacher will, at the same 
time, give his pupils all such general 
ififwrnaiiony as may tend either to 
ilfustiiite what is read, or to receive 
illustration from it Knowledge com- 
lAunioafed in this incidental manner, 
we can well attest, often makes a far 
deeper and more lasting impression, 
,than when communicated by anymore 
direct method. 

•* When the obvious advs^ntages of 
the illustrative mode of instruction are 
considered, it may appear surprising, 
and we doubt not in a few years will 
be incredible, that it was. not earlier 
adopted in general practice. Its boast 
is not, that it is founded upon any 
newly discovered principle, but that it 
arises from the first and mo^t obvious 
dictates of natur^. What judicious 
mother,. in teaching her child to read, 
would not be at pains to show him as 
early as possible the benefi,t of reading ? 
Would she not^ in picking out fi)r htm 
the smallest words, when she came to 
the word ox, for example, tell him, 
not by any regular definition, but in 
the simplest language, that it meant 
th6 animal which he had so often 
seen grazing in the meadows? Would 
she not naturally do the same, with 
regavd to .every tree or plant that 
happened to be mentioned ? And, all 
his capacities unfolded, would she not 
g^'aduaHy proceed* to communicate to 
him such higher information, as his 
lessons might suggest? The more 
artificial methods, which the art of 
teacfaang has subsequently introduced, 
however useful some of them un- 
doubtedly are, have had the unhappy 
effect of banishing, in a great degree, 
.this natural teaching, and of substi- 
tuting far too exclusively in its room 
a mere attention to the sounds of lan-» 
g^age. Still we are persuaded, that 
there always have been teachers,, and 
these perhaps too the most unnoticed 
and unhonoured, who, by recurrence 
to these natural dictates, have pro- 
duced the fairest fruits. Mark, for 
example, the account which Murdoch, 
tlie preceptor of Burns, gives of his 
own method of instruction, and bear 
in mind its results. • The books,' he 
says, 'most commonly used in the 
school, were th^ Spelling Book, the 
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New Testament, the Bible, Mason's 
Collection of Prose and Verse, and 
Fisher's English Grammar. Thc:j^, 
(Robert and Gilbert Bums,) commit- 
ted to memory the hymns, and other 
poems of that collection, with uncom- 
mon facility'. This facility was partly 
■ owingf to the method pursued by theif^ 
father and me in instructing them, 
which was to make them thoroughly 
acquainted with the meaning of every 
word in each sentence, that was to be 
committed to memory.* [Why only 
in these?] * By the bye, this may be 
easier done, and at an earlier period, 
than is generally thought. As soon as 
they were capable of it, I taught them 
to turn verse into, its natural prose or- 
der, sometimes to substitute synony- 
mous expressions for poetical words, 
and to supply all the ellipses. These, 
you know, are the means of knowing 
that the pupil understands his author. 
These are expedient helps to the ar- 
rangenoent or words in sentences, as 
well as to a variety of expression."* 

That the reader mfty not suppose 
tlfese remarks to be inapplicable to 
the system of Sunday-school instnic- 
tioQf we feel bound to add a suggestion 
or two on tliis point. 

In the course of a lesson ^n the Sun- 
day-school, passages often occur 
which are obviously unintelligible to 
the child that reads or recites them. 
** On these two commandments hang 
oil the law and the prophets." Now 
ten minutes spent in a concise and fa- 
miliar explanation and illustration, of 
this phrase and its several component 
parts, would be sufficient to render 
the sentiment intelligible and profita- 
ble and interesting to the class, while 
without such an explanation, the most 
absurd and ludicrous impressions 
might be easily received. 

* Our readers will recollect an an- 
ecdote in a late mtmber, of the effect 
of a passage uf Ilex* elation upon Robert' 
Burns. — £d. Mao. 

Vol. Vll.— 2 



Why is it that professors of religion, 
and even officers of churches are so 
often found unable to give, in proper 
language, a con»stent and intelligent 
view of christian truth? Why is it that 
the language of the. Bible is so often 
abused and brought into ridicule by 
the ignorance of those who ]ov« 
and reverence it? Why is it that it 
is so difficult and often impossible 
to induce Sunday-school and Bible- 
classes to answer questions whiciv re- 
quire sOme 'expression of their own? 
Why is it, in short, that so many ars 
found familiar with the words by 
which others express ideas, while the 
ideas themselves axe hidden, and the 
power to express them in language of 
their own wad never possessed? 

I'hat these questions have a practi- 
cal bearing, will appear from the fact, 
that in all the cases to which they re- 
fer, gcoss errors are very common, and 
we bi^ve recently heard a distinguished 
clerg;yman express the fear, that Sjtri' 
day-sehools would fail to accomplish 
their most impoilant purpose, (the 
early communication of Bible know- 
ledge to children, J for want of a pro* 
per acquaintance with t/ie English 
language. And it has been said —we 
know not with what truth, — that tliere 
are more people in America who mis- 
understand, or pervcit the use of lan- 
guage, than in any other civilized coun- 
try, — due regard being had to popula- 
tion and advantages, 

We think more attention must be 
given to this subject in Sunday-schools, 
than it has ever yet received, and we 
shall not dismiss it till it has been fair- 
ly and fully examined. 

13fTERT.STIN0 PUBLIC KErrXXO. 

At the solicitation of several of the 
friends of the American Sunday. 
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School Union, who had been made 
acquainted with its pecuniary wantsj 
and with the present call for more 
rigorous and extended operations, a 
meeting was appointed on the eyenhig 
of Tuesday, December Ut, at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Phila- 
delphia. 

The church was filled at an early 
hour; and from gentlemen wIk> are in 
the habit of attending public raeetingSj 
and who are competent to determine 
their character, we learn, that no 
meeting of a similar nature, has ever 
been held in this <iit-y,' which em- 
braced a larger number of its intel- 
ligent and wealthy citizens.' 

On motion of Thomas Bradford, Jr. 
Rob SAT II ALSTON was called to the 
chair, antt Aatrii-LA A. Bnowir ap- 
pointed secretary. 

Ilev. Br, Green having' addressed 
the throne of graee, the Eev, Mr, 
Bcdrd made a general' statement of 
the object of the meeting, and gave a 
sketch of the history and present con- 
dition of the Jlineriean Sunday-School 
Union. 

Hoar. JoH^f SjiRGEANT then address- 
ed the chaic in substance as follows. 

Mr. Chairman — I am to ofi'er a re- 
solqtion, but before it is read, I will 
malse a very few remarks. 

The evidence of the efficacy of 
Sunday, or Sabbath-schools, has been, 
from tlie first, more s^itisfactory to my 
mind, than that respecting any other 
scheme of human benevolence thnt 
has been devised. 1 do not speak 
hastily, but with consideration, and 
upon an examination of facts. If the 
fact is certain, it is with this we are 
chtefly concerned, whatever may be 
the cause. . 

This mode of education, having the 
appearance of a humble charity, has 
derived Us efficiency from this cir- 
cumstance—that education and reli- 
giori halve been uniformly connected. 



It Ss to the intimate connexion be- 
tween the instruction of the sehool, 
and that of the church^between the 
place of education, and the place of 
woi'sbip,— that has made the blessings 
of the institution so signal. 

If the fact is so, it teaches a most 
important lesson; and especially 'im- 
portant at this time,, if such lessons 
can be said to be more important at 
one time than at another. 

Sir, schemes have been set on foot 
in the world, which propose to con- 
duct education without any aid from 
religion. A great institution has 
risen up in the greatest capital in the 
world, from whence^ (out of regard to 
human weakness, I was going to say,) 
from whence religion in every form is 
systematically and utterly excluded. 
And other institutions of less imposing 
name and pretensions, have been 
started, where religion is renounced 
and reviled. It becomes those, there- 
\ fore, who esteem tlie connexion be- 
tween religion and education essential, 
and who mink that childhood, in its 
earliest stage, should be acqusunted 
with, and interested in, religious truth 
—to see to it, that such a separation 
shall not take place. 

I do not understand the deference 
to opinion or authority, which should 
lead us to postpone the higher, for the 
less important consideration : 1 would 
have no such concession to the world. 
It is now about ten years since 
a gentleman, whose memory is now 
regarded with the highest respect, 
visited and examined the system of 
education at New Lanark. At his 
first visit, he saw the system in opera- 
tion, and exclaimed at once, **Thei/ 
want a religions basis.'' On another 
day, he visited the institution again; 
and saw still more clearly the grand 
defect which had struck him on the 
first day. lie read the details of the 
system; he saw the aiTangement and 
economy of tlie whole scheme, and 
said, "7/ must fail, as it now Hands. 
There is no Christ in his scheme, and 
it cannot prosper.*' Whether We 
examine the nature of man, or the pro- 
vidence of God, it will be seen, that a 
system which \mdertakes to instruct, 
without reference to religion, or to 
the exclusion of it, cannot pvospcr; 
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or must pro4>er to the destruction of ; unite and strengthen us in our opposi- 



those it would teach. 

Sir, tjie best cducation^the best 
peiformance of the duties of life, and 
the highest respect and honour too,-*- 
are consistent with the humblest reU-. 
gious walk. 

And 1 am led to this reihark, more 
particularly, by the loss which your 
Society has just sustained. The same 
dispensation of Providence, which 
lias deprived the judgment seat of 
on6 of its brightest oniaments^ and the 
community of one of its most distin- 
guished citizens, has taken from this 
Society one of its highest officers. No 
man was more beloVed, no man moi*e 
higWy respected, than Judge TVaah- 
ir^on. He had a rar^ purity and 
simplicity of character, and a sincerity 
that always enabled us to say, that 
whatever he professed, he believed. 
This man> whom the whole commu- 
nity mourns, was as humble in his 
walk, and as devoted to all the dixies 
of life, and as deeply interested in thie 
prosperity of your enterprise, as he 
was distinguished and honouinetl in his 
exalted public station. 

Within a few months> lie has ex- 
pressed, in a letter to one of the 
officers of your Society, and with a 
warmth whigh we may know he felt» 
his deep concern for your success, and | 
his opinion of the vast importance of 
your benevolent design. That a man 
like Judge Washington^ whose cha- 
racter for wisdom, and integi-ity, and 
piety, was so universally acknowledg- 
ed and revered, entertained and ex- 
pressed such views, is a fact more 
important than a volume of doubts 
and speculations. 

Believing as I do, that this charity 
is one of a most excellent kind-^cal- 
culated to do vast good, especially in 
counteracting and subverting the false 
theories to which I have alluded, — 1 
cannot but desire its full influence to 
be felt. 

There is one otiier remark, which I 
will ask your indulgence to make. — 
Infidelity, at times, seems to become 
unusually daring, and some may be 
appalled by its effrontery. But 1 con- 
sider the fearlessness with which it ex- 
hibits itself, as calling for more direct 
and vigorous efforts to oppose it; and 
the very boldness of its claims, should 



tion Xo them. 

It is when t^ie storm approaches 
near to them, that men braco them* 
.selves up to meet it. It was when 
infidelity thus adi'anced, and estab* 
lishcd her throne in crime and blood 
in one section of Europe, tliat a very 
eminent man in Great Britain, Mr. 
Wilberforce, came foi-wai^ with an 
>appeal, the efl'ect of wliich was felt 
then, and has continued to be felt to 
the present moment. It will be by 
pursuing our course with more vigour 
and zeal, that we shall be mutually 
sustained and strengthened, while we 
go forward to meet and frustrate the 
mischievous purposes of those who 
would persuade us^ that religion may 
be safely discarded from our systems 
of education. ' - 

With these vievi's, Mr. Chairman, I 
submit the resolution. 

The resolution moved by Mr. S. 
was in these words: 

**£esolved — Tliat the pm-lty and 
permanence of our free institutions, 
essentially depend upon early religious 
education." 

William T. D wight, Es«t. upon 
seconding the motion, said — 

Mr, Chairman-'The resolution 
which I have been requested to se- 
cond, declares in substances that the 
general prevalence' of early religious 
education throughout our country is . 
essential to the purity and permanence 
of its free instituticns. I do it heartily, 
because I believe it to be the simple 
and perfect truth. 

The civil and religions institutions of 
every civilized community, and the ef- 
fects which are their natural result, dis- 
tinguish such a community from a land 
of savages. Heaven, in its natural 
gifts, has been alike kind to each. 
The same sun enlightens and warms, 
the same niins fertilize, the same earth 
produces its kindly fruits,' for both; 
but in the moral blessings which they 
respectively possess, the difference is 
unspeakable and inconceivable. Great 
as this distinction is, however, it is still 
the sole distinction; and take away 
fi*om such a community, from our oir a 
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country for example, its form of g^ov- 
ernment, its laws, its social and moral 
privileges, and what is there left in 
which we should differ fi*om tlie band 
of st^vages, who but a century ftnd , a 
half since roamed over the very spot 
on which- we now stand? 

Such institutions are not the work 
of chance, or accident; they are not 
the effect x}f onej or ten, or a hundred 
years only. They are the result of 
toil, and cur, and design, extended 
through centuries. And as such has 
been their origin and cause, such roust 
be the m^ns, the efforts, by which 
they must, and by which only.th^ 
can, be preserved. 

TJie love of one's own country. Sir, 
has always been regai'ded as- a most de- 
sirable principle fitnong its inhabit-' 
ants. If the native of the; Sandwich 
Islands mourns and languishes when 
exiled from his home; if the peasant of 
the Alps, who sees nothing but rocks 
and snows and the valleys which they 
suiTOund, deems his own land the fair- 
est on the earth; it will not bethought 
ostentation in an American to declare, 
tliat he loves his native sOil. Sir, I 
fondly love my country. It« govern- 
ment and laws, its free and equal 
rights, its peace and happiness, are in- 
expressibly dear and precious to my 
soul. They are a possession for which 
the wealth of both the Indies, the do- 
minion and the glory of ancient Rome 
in her proudest day^, were a poor, an 
utterly worthless substitute. And 
when'looking forward to what I firmly 
believe is the .destiny of this fair land, 
no language^ can express the value 
which 1 attach to our peculiar bless- 
ings.. The broad page of the book of 
Providence is now open, and to my 
own eye it is there written, that our 
country is to shine as a mighty Watch- 
light to all the oppressed nations of 
the earth; and that, they walking in 
its beams,, are also to became free and 
happy. 

But invaluabk as are our institutions, 
they have within themselves no prin- 
ciple of self-|>resei*vation. Our laws 
may-be.th0 wisest ever devised by 
roan, our judges be the echo of justice 
itself, our legislators be only sages 
and patriots, and yet, if the people at 
large become coi rupt, we shall inevi- 
tably totter and fall. The kws. will 



then be evaded , cr openly violated, 
upright magtst rates will give place to 
those who ai'e ignorant, or dfishoneiit, 
ou|- legislators will be the mere instru- 
ments of intrigue and faction; and let 
this be our condition for a few short 
years, and we need not ask what then 
will be the doom of this thiice blessed , 
land. T say not .^his without sufEcient 
warrant. The natural tendency of na- 
tions, as well as of individuals, is down« 
warckh and. it is Only by tlie interposi- 
tion of moral checks, endless in kin^ 
a9 in nuit^er, that this tendenpy can 
be overcome^ and in no country upon 
earth, is the danger so great as in our 
own. Sir, we possess - tremendous 
facilities for accomplishing our jown 
ruin. < Oi^ national blessings may 
easily become national curses. Our 
dearest rights, ourchoicest institutions, 
necessarily contain-within themselves, 
what may prove the elements of their 
destruction. If the liberty of the press, 
for example, which is as unconfined. 
among us as the light of heaven, shall 
bepome perverted to the general slan- 
der of private character, and to system- 
atic attacks.^u pon -all that is precious in 
our publip rights, -we need no proph^ 
to infoinn us that the press will soon 
cease to lie free. If the right of suf- 
frage also be generally abused to X\^^ ? 
election of the £ictious and the wic^jsd. 
to office, the day is not far distant 
when elections will be known among 
us no rnore. • 

If then I am asked, how shall we 
under heaven. secure our prosperity-^, 
how perpetuate our free institutiions; 
I answer, it is not by miracles but by 
means — by our constant and ceaseless 
efforts to diffuse knowledge and yir-. 
tue, throttghout our country. .This 
is the moral panacea for every politi- 
cal disease. Let the nation at large be 
intelligent and virtuous, the world may 
be bristling in arms around us, and we 
shall be invulnerable; but though all 
without be serenity and peace, if we 
are corrupt within, nothing can save 
us from final dissolution. And if I am 
again asked, how shall we accompli$h 
this general diffusion of knowligi^a 
and virtue; I would again answer,^that, 
next to the institutions formally, pre- 
scribed to us in the Bible, there is not 
perhaps one so happy, so effectual, as 
the system of Sunday-schools, which 
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are under tHe patronage of this Socie* 
ty, Hiese schools, humble and unob» 
trusive as they are, and their very un« 
obtruaiven^ss gives them a most em- 
phatic claim to our support, ate ^he 
only system which has inseparably con- 
Jiected togetlier knowledge and virtue 
in the education of children through- 
out the land. They are designed to 
enter every hamlet, and every cottage 
in eveiy hatnlet, tlirough this mighty 
empire; to collect the children of those 
who possess a competence and those 
of the poor, of tlie well-informed and 
the ignorant, of the'viftubus and the 
depraved; and to brinjg them all with^ 
in an enlight^ing and purifying at- 
mosphere. Here fliey are taug|it from 
the Word'of immortal life, and, among 
tire 'countless excellencies of this most 
wonderftil book, it is not td be forgot- 
ten that it is the moot interesting book 
in the world to the mind of every child. 
Its simple and artless narratives excite 
his deepest feelings, its plain and 
righteous precepts come home at once 
to his conscience; and to the humblest 
as well as the loftiest intellect, it re- 
veals alike that holy iakh and those 
solemn duties, which prepare us for 
peace here, and happiness hereafter.. 
This system' of instruction Awakens 
also in the child a thirst for knowledge. 
It presents to him a great number of 
books, all of which are adapted, to his 
capacity, and many of which were 
written for the very purpose, which 
confirm in him the love of reading, 
and direct him only to usefulness and 
virtue. And these schools furnish the 
only means by which larg« numbers of 
these children can be approached at 
all. If you withdraw them from their 
guardianship, you infallibly leave them 
destitute of all instruction, and you ex- 
pose them at once to the full effect of 
those pestilential opinions, which 
sceptics and profligates are now pro- 
claiming in the midst Of us, with an in- 
dustiy equalled only by its audacity. 
, There they will hear that our dearest 
social relations may be sundered by 
passion or caprice, that property has no 
stable bulwarks, that our blessed re- 
ligion is but a force, or a dream; and 
let this poisonbut once take effect in 
any mind, and the disease is mortal. 
But awaken in the child the love of 
knowledge, make the Bible his earli- 



est and fondest study, t^ach him to re- 
verence the Sabbath, accustom him to 
habits of obedience and order, and all 
these are taught and inculcated in these 
Schools^ with line upon line, and pre- 
cept upqn precept; and you have unit- 
ed him to all that is stable and peace- 
ful, and ^oly, and happy among us, 
by bonds, which, in the immense ma- 
jority of cases, no after event in life 
will ever b^ ^ble to sever. 

Do we need. Sir, any other mbtive ? 
Have we hot here sufficient encourage- 
ment? Atiother motive then, a Strong* 
er encouragement, may be found in a 
proverb,' which not only calls for our 
assent by its evident justness, but has 
also the seal of divinity attached to it. 
"Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will 
not depart fj'om it.*' it may be re- 
garded as equally a prediction and a 
promise. The instance cannot be nam- 
ed, where any parent has in all faith- 
fulness and perseverance educated his 
child i^ the paths of evangelical virtue, 
who has afterwards mourned over the 
wandermgs of that child into the by- 
ways of vice. The instance probably 
never will be named, where any parent, 
or any teacher of a Sunday-school, 
shall, in all sincerity, with all effort, 
train up his child, or his pupil in the 
way of useful knowledge, of piety to 
Gpd and benevolence to man, who 
shall afterwards find his faith shaken 
Jn this blessed assurance by t^e depar- 
ture of the child or the pupil from the 
course of duty. Here, Sir, is encour- 
couragement sufficient to quicken 
despair itself. 

Whereupon tlie resolution was 
adopted. 

The following i'esolution \yas then 
offered by Rbv. Mb. Brantlt, and 
seconded by Rev. Mr. Cusuman; 
both of tlie Baptist church. 

"Resolved — That ^the Ameiucan 
Sus^DAT-ScHooL Union should b^'cor- 
dially sustained in the prosecution of 
a benevolent enterprise,^ wliich has 
already done So much to form the 
taste, enlarge the minds, elevate the 
views, and direct the hopes and de- 
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aires of the children and yoath of eur 
country." 
This resolution \i^as also adoptetL 
Host. Theojmbs' FBSi.i3rGBi7T8sir, 
member of tlie senate of the United 
States, from New Jersey, offered the 
following resolution: 

*<i?Mo/i>erf— That the claims of the 
American Sunday-School Union, are 
commensurate with the best hopes of 
patriotism; and that its present wants 
should be generously and promptly 
supplied by a ft«e and Christian peo- 
ple'* — and accompanied it with the 
following remarks. . 

Notliing could* induce a stranger to 
obtrude his- remarks Upon this respect- 
ed assembly, but the 4^P interest I 
cherish towards the g^at object, which 
this evening presented to our re- 
gards. 

The Commencement and progress 
of the American Sunday-School Union, 
affords matter for grateful reflection 
to every christian and patriot. 

But a short time since, it was a fee- 
ble, unpretending association; attract- 
ing to itself but little of public con- 
sideration; sustained by the prayers 
and efforts of a few faithful friends: 
now it begins to fill a space large and 
momefitous as a nation's welfare: then 
it was as a handful of corn on the top 
of the mountains, but since, it has taken 
root, shot forth its branches, and.the 
fruit thereof shakes like the cedars of 
Lebanon. ^ ^ - ' 

No object of philanthropy appeals 
so powerfully as this to our patriotism. 
We are emphatically a free people — 
it is not a vain boast, Sir;-^we arenas 
free' as the air of our mountains; let us 
rejoice Vith trembling; there are fear- 
ful responsibilities resulting from this 
signal blessing. 

We are so free, sir, that nothing 
can control us but public sentiment; 
moral causes alone, are adequate to 
the exigencies of our government. 
Laws, and courts and prions, wiH op* 
pose a feeble barrier, against the cur- 
rent of opinion. 

And our dangers, are augmented by 
the unquenQhable spirit of iSnquir}', 



engendered by the nature of our con- 
stitution; as an Irish barrister, once 
eloquently said, "The soul .here walks 
abroad in her own majesty;" there is 
nothing 4o repress or obstruct the 
most expanded exercise of all her 
powers. 

And if we do not provide a whole- 
some aliment for this thirst after know-- 
ledge, it will riot in the fields of licen- 
tiousness; unless you f^ve it angels' 
food; it w;ill^feed on the kuaks of cor- 
ruption. 

Well may we rejoice, therefore, that 
by the blessing of ^od, this institution 
has attained to such a measure of in- 
fluence, and secures so extensive a 
patronage through the land* It is an 
engine of good, that deserves our high- 
est regard; it meets our population at 
the thre^old of being; and before vice 
has confirmed its habits, while the heart 
is ^tender, and sensitive to any impres- 
sion; it implants the seeds of g:ood prin- 
\ ciples; It inculcates lessons of morality, 
dniwn from the purest sources; be- 
fore the ide^ begin to shoot, it di- 
rects them towards God and Heaven; 
befhre the character is formed, it 
moulds, it accmding to the fashion of 
piety and virtue; and thus raises around 
the young, the securest barrids tQ 
protect them from the assaults of the 
great deceiver; furnishes them -with. 
best>ules of life and duty; and tracins 
up a generation to fear God, ^nd to 
•love their countiy. 

Theblessingsof the Sunday-School 
reach beyond the -hopes of patriotism; 
they keep pace with the ages of eter* 
nity; they form the soul for endless 
progression in happiness. 

It is only in the heartless systems' of 
deluded* infidelity, that the idea was 
ever cherished, that Religion is suited 
only to the soberness of age, and be- 
comes not the simplicity and tender- 
ness of childhood. Every christian 
knows it to be false. I appeal to all 
such, and ask if now they cannot re- 
cal some early counsel, tlie admoni- 
tions of a pious mother, or some faith- 
ful friend, that was as a nail fastened 
in a sure place. It made an impression, 
often forgotten; sometimes quenched 
in the sins and follies of succeeding 
^ears; but often like a faithful monitor 
it would revive, interpose between the 
soul and those dangel^s which beset it. 
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and prove at last efTectual to Its re- 
aoyeiy. 

The ^eat, and what should be the 
prevailhig inductenaent to patronise 
the American Sunday-school. Union, is 
the faqt, that all the instructions it 
communicates to our youth, are drawn ' 
directly from the Bible; they come 
from the God of truth, and we there- 
fore are. encourdged to hope for the 
best ' resujts. Every systejm must 
sooner or later sink, that ^eludes the 
influence of divine truth. The page of 
history in melancholy memorials brings 
the proof of it, in the downfall of all 
the ancient republics: jind when in 
the dark h6ur of the French i-evolu- 
tion, the foundations of social order 
dashed against each other, in terrible 
convulsion, a voice echoed from the 
graves of her butchered children j **.\ye. 
defied the God of the Bible^ and 
here on the plains of our bleeding 
country, read the moqitory lesson; , 
we ^ave sown the wind, and npw we 
mflst reap the whirlwind." 

Let us then press the Bibls to our 
hearts as thebest.hopeof our country, 
and the only sure basis of her liberties. 
The spirit which it breathes, is that of 
the purest freedom. The Saviour's 
golden rule alone, mild in its prevail- 
ing influence, prostrates the teipples of 
oppression in eve|^ land. 

The tyrartt has nothing so much to 
fear, as this blessed volume. He has 
more reason to, dread it, than legions 
of armed men : for powej can repel 
fdrce by force; but the redeeming, 
disenthralling spirit of the Bible awak- 
ens a living principle* of equal right, 
that will burst the chains of th6 op- 
pressor, and elevate communities of 
men, to the dignity of terapeyate, ra- 
tional and ehristian liberty. Hence fs 
derived the hope of the philanthropist 
for the' enslaved of every clime and 
colou^, Every ray of gospel lig^it, 
that breaks thsough the gloom of ages, 
is a monition to the thrones of moral 
and political misrule, that the hour of 
their downfall is on its way. Let us 
then,, as American citizens and Chritf- 
tiaiis, arise to the duties and anticipa- 
• tions of" this consummation of k»pe. 
Let us then, with the Bible in our 
hands, urge on th« education of the 
generation, that is soon to succeed us 
in the cares and duties of citizens and 



men. This is an interesting era in the 
history of man. These United States 
have been set for a great example to 
the nations. Our history has turned a 
new leaf in the system of political 
philosophy. It has confounded the 
vaiii predictions with which the proud 
statesmen of the old world, ventured 
with so miich confidence to assail our 
struggling hopes. If we would con- 
firm these hopes, w^ must, in these 
primi^ schools, lead -our children to 
know their rights, duly to feel their 
obligations, and appreciate tlieir pri- 
vileges. 

The mail who looks to God for his 
duty; who reg^anls the impartial deci- 
sions of the great day, and its solemn 
retributions; who feels that lie is an 
immortal being,— can never be a wil- 
ling' slave, nor sin un^ithful citizen. 
The materials for bondage as well as^ 
for rebellion^or the meanness of 
despotism and the violence of anarchy 
— are to be found alone among the 
disciples of ignorance and infidelity. 
There is no page of the Bible, that 
countenances the one; nor a word of 
it that does not condemn the other. 
-^Por these 'reasons, I submit the 
resolution which I have had the ho- 
-nourto read, for the adoption of tliis 
meeting. 

The resolution, being seconded by 
the Rsy. Mr. BsoxtL, of the Episco- 
pal church, passed; and after singing 
a hymn to the standard tune, (Old 
100th,) the benediction was pro- 
nounced by iGtev. Dr. Livingston, of 
the Dutch Reformed church, and the 
assembly was dismissed. 

iiev. Messrs, BrarUly and Bedell^ 
addressed the meeting; ^nd wc^ regret 
fliat we are not furnished, and there- 
fore not able to g^tify our readers, 
with tlieir remarks; 



MENTAL AND MAXUAL LABOUR USITZB. 

I, Report of the Faculty of the Manual 
Labour Academy of Pennsylvania, 
to the Board of iVusiees, 
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II. ^V^ Jhrnucd Bepori of the Board 
of 7Uutee9 of the Manual Labour 
Academy of Penfuykama. 

in. Union df Study with Useful La- 
hour: a UvKownt delivered on the 
evening preceding the Jhmiversary 
of the Ineologieai Seminary, Ando^ 
ver, (Maga.) September, i82<?, in 
compliance toith the request of an 
Jiasociation of Students in the Semi- 
nary for meehanieal Labour, By 
Aeo, £» Cornelius, Secretary of the 
American Education Soeiety, 

The plan of uniting manaal with 
mental labour, or the Joint exertion of 
the physical and intellectual faculties, 
has ceased to be theoretical. Neces- 
sity in some pases, and enterprise or 
expediency in'others, have led to the 
establishment of several flourishirl^ 
schools on this principle: viz. TViat 
every lad of ordinary health and capa- 
city, can, if proper facilities are afford- 
ed, support himself by manual labour, 
while attaining his edifcation. 

The first question which ^^es must 
involve the ti'uth and practifcability of 
such a scheme — and sufficient evi- 
dence is at hand to establish both. 

Six hours' labour every 4ay, of a 
boy from eight to eighteen years of 
■age, will earn, .and has ordinarily 
earned, from ten cents to seveniy-Jlve. 
cents a day. At a flourishing institu- 
tion in the state of New York, forty 
students are npw receiving tlieir boai'd 
in exchange for not less than thi*ee, 
nor more than four hours' labour per 
day; at the Maine Wesleyan Semi- 
tiary, 130 students generally paid 
their board by their labour^ some, all 
their expenses, and others even ipore 
than this; while at the Theological, 
Seminary at Maysville, (East Ten- 
nessee,) by the labour of an hour and 
a half in a day, the expenses of com- 
fortable board are defrayed, and « 
weekly saving is made by the institu- I 



tion, of one dollar on each laboHlrer! 
A -very sensible writer, in view of 
these and kindred ^fiicts, wants lan- 
guage to express " the value of the 
principle which they ilhistnte and 
establisk— Ti2. 

'*77tat every boy whom the church 
will take undfirher patehtal guardian- 
ship, may he enabled to earn, by manual 
labour, the means of educating himself; 
and that without impairing his hetm, 
or impeding hi^ progress in study. 
Let this principle be once established, 
and extensively applied, and what 
arithmetic, can calculate — what imagi* 
nation can conceive its magnificent 
results? Who can appreciate the in- 
fluence that it must exert over our 
Sunday-schools?' Where is the pro- 
phet who will venture to predict the 
consequences of that impulse that it 
will necessarily communicate to the 
cause of miil,sions?'' 

Artd he well observes^ ■ 

*' That \luthi9 the legitimate boun- 
daries <yf human efrort,^^ou n|ay often 
find 9pme isolated r^kirciPiA, which, 
if properly applied to the materials of 
human lin, as they arrange them- 
selves around us, may be unfolded 
into a beautiful systsm of eXcilidns, 
over which angels mi^y well rejoice — 
which shall astonish, the individual 
from whom it emanates, as well as 
the community upon whdde interests 
it is desired to act. ^ 

** In this respect, as in many others, 
indeed, the human being is only. a 
connecting link between the universe 
of matter and the universe of mind. 
It is. just so that the revolutions that 
take place in the visible creation, are 
found to, be produced. Who, for ex- 
ample, that for the first time examines 
an acorn, would suppose that the 
little seminal principle of vegetable 
Hfe which' it encloses, should ever be 
evolved into the spreading oak— be-i 
neath whose shadow the shepherd 
witli his flock reposes, and in whose 
branches the fowls of the air construct 
their lofty habitations.^ ^ 

<< Grain within grain soccesftive harTestn dwell, . 
And boundless forests slumber ,in a sheli." 
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In .coincidence with these views, 
are those ef the author of a spirited 
pgnaphlet lately published, entitled, 
** A Crisis in the Affairs of the Ppotes- 
testant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, and an 
Appeal to Episcopalians in its behalf,'' 
■who Wghly commands the institution 
of 9, seif^upporting schooL 

«« Beyond doubt, (he says,) forty or 
fifty such boys, whose pai*ents would 
gladly consent to the measure, and 
perhaps assist them in its prosecution, 
could' be found at once, most of 
whom,, during the development of 
their intellectual and . religious charac- 
ters, under the eye of suitable in- 
structers, Woiild be found admirably 
fitted for the work of the ministry. 
And from this delightful nursery, it 
would be reasonable to expect that 
some of the most self-denying and 
effective of our missionaries would go 
forth to the heathen, richly laden with 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

"The outlines of this plan, have 
been sketched in order to present 
more distinct conceptions of the vast 
combination of schemes and exertions, 
which are absolutely indispensable to 
the lasting success of the missionary 
enterprise. ^ 

f* It is in the power of the select 
band of Sunday-school and Bi))le-cla8s 
teachers, to call the attention Of their 
ductile and sensitive pupils, to the 
claims of perishing heat;hen, upon th^ir 
sympathies and exertions, llien let 
them reflect how useful their influ- 
ence may be rendered to the cause of 
missions, b^ impaVting the first im- 
pulse to the kindling zeal of our fu- 
ture missionaries. 

** Might the combined, exertions of 
a few wealthy laymen,' easily . estab*- 
lish a se^lf-supporting school, in which 
the future servants of bin* altars might 
be trained under special. missionary in- 
fluences ? Which of them will be 
forehiost, then, in placing the first 
Kcions from our liible-classes^nd Sun- 
day-schools, in such a consecrated 
nursery ? 

"Are there not, numerous clergy- 
men, whose daily duties open -a way 

Vol. VII.— 3 



foi* them to , the hearts of the pious 
young men, in various . stages of edu- 
cation? Let them reflect how solemn 
are th'eir obligations to do every tiling 
in their power to give to all their 
sentiments and views, the elevation 
and disinterestedness peculiar to the 
missionary spirit!" 

Our attentioii has been particularly 
called recently to an institution es- 
tablished at . Germantown, ; in . the 
neigl)bourhocd of Philadelphia, under 
the care of tlie Hev, John Monteith, 
at whose suggestion, in, August 1828, 
the plan was adopted. A charter* was 
obtained in January, 1829; and the 
institution was opened,, and four pu- 
pils received on the 1st of May last, 
which, number increased in a few 
months to iwen(i/-Jlve — ten of whom 
were candidates for the gospelr minis- 
try.. The whole number received 
has been thirty-three; and it is stated 
that, almost without exception, they are 
either professors oJFreligion, or the chil- 
dren of pious parents. It is gratifying 
to find that religious instruction has its 
proper place in the system. The 
Scriptures are daily read, and on the 
Sabbath, all attend public worship. 
And have two recitations from the 
Bible — meiiioriter and catechetical. 
Alexander's Evidences of Christianity, 
an excellent work lately prepared for 
and published by -the Americmi Sun^ 
dXiy-^Sckool Union , is. studied by all. 

The domestic economy of the la- 
bour-school, contemplates but one 
family; and ^unites the comfort and" 
health of the students, with their im- 
provement in useful knowledge, good 
habits, and piety. 

« Agreeably to the principles of the 
Institution, every student has been 
required to spend three or four hours 
daily in u-seful labour. The arts in 
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which they have been employed, are 
carpenter work, gankn'mg, and farm- 
ing. Three of tliein are good work- 
men in wood, and are not only pro- 
fitable by their own labour, but serve 
^as instructers to tho^e who are less 
experienced. Si3t or seven. have be^n 
usually employed in. that department. 
They have made the various repairs 
of the buildings, arid nearly all the 
needful furniture." 

The objects contemplatect, and so 
far attained, are, 1. the establishment 
of health; 2. the formation of Indus- 
trious and economical habits; S. the 
facifity of eiiucation afforded to the 
poor; 4. the cultivation of moral and 
religious character; .5. the cherishing 
of a manly independence of feeling; 
ahd 6. the operation of domestic and 
paternal forms and rules of discipline. 

^«The whole plan,*' says a letter to 
the Editor, ** is conducted on Christian 
principles, and religion is m^ide the 
first object in all the departments, 
though the branches of educadon 
laught, are much the same as in other 
academies." 

Upon An estimate made at the close 
of the first quarter, it was found that 
several, pupils had nearly paid for 
their board and tuition, notwithstand- 
ing tlie charges for them werie,'from 
the location of the school, higher 
than in the interior pairts of our coun- 
try. The report of the trustees con- 
tains, much interesting information; 
though we tliink the style of the re- 
port, and the illustrations of the 
manual labour system taken frbm the 
Old Testament, rather unhappy. It 
is estimated, ■ tliat no . less tlian 200 
youth of our country, are now in the 
process of education on the manual 
labour plan. - 

We regret exceedingly to learn, 
from tlie reports of the faculty and 



trustees, that this In^tilution, whose 
object and progn^ss thus far, com- 
mend it so strongly to public confi: 
dence^ is compelled to struggle with 
niuch embarrassment. The manual 
kAour, or self^pporiing system is, 
we are persuaded, among the wise 
and importftnt enterprises of this 
enterprising ag6; and we trust its 
friends will multiply in numbers, and 
grow' in zeal, till it has proved, in some 
good degree, tiie important results of 
which it is capable. ^ 

.The discourse "by -Betr. Mr, Corne- 
lius, is 9 very sensible and interesting 
document* He examines the^ subject 
■more particularly, as it bears -iipon 
the great plan of education of which 
he is the well known and indefatigable 
ag^nt; but ke presei>ts facts and 
views of commanding interest to every 
benevolent mind. 



THK USIR or THE BIBL£ Iff SCHOOXS. 

It is well known to those who are 
conversant with tjie history of educa- 
tion in this country, that tl^e Bible, as 
a reading or lessoii-book in cdmnran 
schools,' is much less in repute than it 
was twenty or thirty years since. 
From many schools it is entirelyj and 
by express order, excluded^as is all 
instruction of a religious character. 

It is gratify ijig to find, that the 
most enlightened and successful sys- 
tems of the present day, are not, dis- 
posed to sanction this practice, but on 
the contrary, make the Bible, and the 
religious ii\structi on it afibrds, a pro- 
minent department of instruction, and 
a distinct brartch of study^. 

Our attention lias been pjirticularly 
directed lately, to the Edinburgh 
Sessional School, about which our 
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i^eaden have already heard sometlung; 
and the suggestions made by the. au- 
thor of the account of that school, 
are worthy of deep consideration. We 
have room only for a few extracts; 
sufficient, . liowev^r, to present the 
subject fairly to the reaclcr» 

"If we would render religions in- 
struction effectual to the benefit of 
children, and make it become as it 
were incorporated with themselVes,r— ^ 
* grow u' jth their gro.wth, and strength- ' 
en with their strength,' — something 
more than weekly training, is abso- 
lutely essential for this purpose. 
Every suitable opportunity must be 
seized for throwing light upon the 
truths, and enfoi*oing tlie obligations 
of religion. Nor only ao: we must, 
not merely avail ourselves ef the occa-> 
fiions that offer, but must< especially 
in the education of tKe lower classes, 
whose means of domestic .instruction 
are frequently but scanty, speciaUy 
set apart a portion of evevy day for 
this purpose. 

"The business of the , Sessional 
School, both commences , and con- 
cludes • eveiy day with prayer. All 
the books ti'sed in the school contain a 
large proportion of relig-ious and nio- j 
ral instruction. The earliest of them 
abe in a great measure composed of 
little incidents selected from Scrip- 
ture history. From the time that the 
children are able to read it with toler- 
able ease, the Bible itself is put into 
their hands; it is thenceforward read 
as a part of thefr daily instructions, 
along- with %SLny other exercises which 
may be required of them; and, while 
they remain in the school, it.Jiever 
ceases to form an important part of 
their studies, (t is not there, as in 
many other schools, dropt when (the 
children advance a certain length ; 
neither can they ever hoaxt that tliey 
are « now out of the Bible.' In' the 
veiy highest class of the school, wluch 
is most occupied with other studies, the 
Bible also is, by means of a proper hws- 
bandry of time, most read. In that class, 
as well as the one immediately below 
it, a systematic reading, of Scripture 
has been adopted, which has been 
found highly beneficial in making its 



different parts bear upon and ilhifitrate 
one another. On Monday, one chap- 
ter, at least, is read from the historical 
book&of the Old Testament; On Tues- 
day, a chapter or more of the Gospels 
or Acts of the Apostles; on Thursday, 
a portion of th« Prophets, Psalms, 
Pi-overbs, or Ecclesiastes; on Friday, 
a portion of the Ejjistlea; on Wednes- 
day, (which is the only day oil which 
Scripture itself is not read,) an hour 
is devoted to examination on the Cate- 
chism and Scripture biography; and 
on Saturday, the chiklren are exi^min- 
ed on the whole Scripture reading of 
the week. It is very remarkable how 
often tile passages of Scripture read 
in this way, in the coui'se of a week, 
throw light -upon each other; the pas- 
sj^ges read in the Gospels bein^ ful- 
filments of the. predictions read in the 
Prophets, and the passages in the 
Epistles, bearing reference to customs 
or incidents recorded, in* those which 
were read from the historical books. 
I'his methml, accordingl5', has been 
found by the children both most inte- 
resting and iiistiiictive." 

T9 show the impression left on the 
mind, by the course of Scriptural in- 
struptic^ and examination, the autlior 
relates the following fact: 

"A stranger, (who seemed strongly 
impressed with the opinion, that, in 
order to exalt revelation, it is neces- 
sary to maintain, that there is no such 
thing at all as natural religion,) on oc- 
casion of some mention of the ancient 
philosophers in a passage which our 
pupils were then reading, asked one 
of them, a blind boy of ten. years of 
age^ «What did their pluiosophy do 
for them?* The boy returned no an- 
swer. * Did it,' resimied the examiner, 

• lead them to any knowledge of reli- 
gion?* 'Tiifey had no biqht know- 
ledge of .Gotl* * But could they be 
said,* rejoinewl the visiter, in a. marked 
tone of disTipprobation, * to have any 
knowledge of God at all?' ^ After a 
moment's tliought^the child answered, 

* Yes.' * That,' observed tlie gentle- 
man to ourselves, 'is by no means a 
right answer,' Upon which we asked 
our young ptipil, whether he Had any 
reason for making, this answer? to 
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whidi. he . replied, * Yes.' * What is 
it?' * The apostle Paul, in the first of 
the Romans, says, that when thby 
KKsw God,' laying ah emphasis on 
these words, »* they glorified him not 
as God.' TJiis passed i« presence of 
a large company of visiters. Had 'the 
gentleman- thought pi'oper to press 
the conversation farther, as'we in con- 
sequence thought it necessary to do 
on the following Sunday, he would 
have been quite satisfied,.On the other 
hand, that our pupils^ were by no 
means impressed with any undue, or 
very favourable estimate of the extent 
of religious knowledge p'ossesScfd by J 
the wisest heathens, nor wer© at all 
insensible of the infinitely superior 
advantages in this, respect, which may- 
be enjoyed even by the poorest child 
in a Christian land. WhetJier the 
gentleman was Satisfied with the. 
child's answer, whidh he admitted to 
be *velry, remarkable,'' we know not. 
But, at all events, it is impossible not 
to indulge a hope, that the knowledge 
and. ready application of Scripture, 
which these children indisputably 
possess, may be fpund of infinite va* 
lue to them, when assailed with ques- 
tions of still greater moment, th.^iithe 
one which was now discussed, and 
may enable them tp * give to every 
one that asketh a reason of the hope 
that is in them.' Surely a mind so 
furnished, must be more impregnable 
to the insidious assaults of infidelity, 
than his, whpis^in a great measure 
left to derive the knowledge qf his 
religion, from the fiilse representations 
of the infidel. . 

"One thing only, we would r?- 
maHc on this i^ub jecti that the exami- 
nations on the Bible are strictly con- 
fined to such, as may enable* the 
pupils to imderstand the passages 
read, or augment their religious know- 
ledge. Questions regparding orthog- 
raphy, grammar, and the general' 
meaning of the language, are Inva- 
riably reserved for Jliose other books, 
\i^hich ahvavs accompany the reacFmg 
ofthelJible." 



na. piske's lkttktis. 
The Bev: Ezra Fiahe, D. D., of Go- 
shen, N. Y. was lately requested to 



present a sketch of the history of Sun- 
day-schools, in the town of Goshen, 
and also to express his views on se- 
veral general topics relating to the 
organization, instruction apd superin- 
tendence of Sunday-schools at large. 
!n complianqe with this request. Dr. F. 
has given us, what w^ esteem, hi the 
main, a series of very judicious, sensi- 
ble and seasonable observations, ami 
their value is more enhanced by the 
age, personal experience, and close 
observation of the 'author. We think 
we shall express the feelings of Sun- 
■day-school teachers generally^ as well 
as oiir own, when we speak of our 
gratitude to such men for such labours. 
We cannot have too much of the coun- 
sel ahd experience; of the fathers 'and 
prophets in Israel, and we are nfever 
more truly gratefu.^ than whi^n we be- 
come the instruments of recording 
th^m for the benefit of those that shall 
labour with us, or conjQ after us. With 
some of Dr, Fiske*s- opinions, \v6 can- 
not entirely, coincide, and some of 
thera require commentj. we liavc 
room for but one letter in the present 
number of the Magazine; and shall 
publish the remainder in our next, to- 
gether with such remarks as the case 
tnay justify. 

. .tETTkR I. 

Goshen, Nov, 17, 1B29. 
Dear Sir: — Accotding to your re- 
quest, i transmit to you some histori- 
cal notices of our Sunday-school, to- 
gether with some thoughts on the man- 
agement 'of those pre-eminently use- 
ful institutions. The. congregation, 
where I have the happiness to minister, 
is in the country, and scattered over 
a territdry of about eight by nine, or 
ten miles. It includes the whole of 
ten, and a part of four more common - 
school districts. We have a small 
village at the centre of the congrega- 
tion, which furnishes a large district 
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school, but the other districts arc not 
large. Altogether, there are more 
than one thousand children of proper 
ages to attend common schools. 

in the village, and two of the dig- ■ 
trici school houses, we have had Sun- 
day-schools in the summer season for 
several years, but they have never 
been flourishing until last year. They 
were conducted on the old plan of 
committing, or rather, pf half commit- 
ting to memory, as much as possible 
for rewards. We had no libraries, 
but the monies expended. for rewards 
would have furnished' respectable and 
usefut collections of bdoks for the 
scholars. The evils of this system 
have been extensively felt; and so ful- 
ly exposed, that it is not necessary- for 
i|>e to say anything on the/subject. , 

In the spring of 1828; an effort was 
made to re^organize the association, 
change the plan', and extend the influ- 
ence of tl^e Siinday-school system. 
This effort was very successful. With- 
\i\ three weeks after we beg^n an ef- 
fok, we organized fourteen schools, 
in which we had more than one thou- 
sand persons engaged, including scho- 
lars, teachers, superintendents and 
committees. Each school pi'ocured a 
library suflicient to excite an interest 
among the scholars. ' " 

You are informed that in one dis- 
trict there was a precious revival 
of religion, which commenced in the 
Sunday-6chooI, And extende<l' to many 
other individuals and families. In 
these other schools tliere was a visible 
, seriousness, and a few became hopeful 
subjects of grace. Twenty four oi' 
five persons connected with' the 
schools, expressed a liQpe in the Sa- 
viour. 

Duping the winter the village school 
. and two others, we^e continued with 
some. difficulty. The village school 
however was prosperous, and I think 
it may be considered as established for 
summer and winter, as long as public 
sentiment -in tlie village,, shall be in fa- 
vour of this system of juvenile instruc- 
tion. During the present season,' the 
schools hav^ all been opened, and 
most of them very prosperous, yet 
without any special revival in any of 
them. But we have some families, 
opposed to the whole institytion, which 
not only refuse to let their children at- 



tend, but endeavour to prevent others 
from sending theirs. Such opposition, 
-however, amounts to less in obstruct- 
ing our course than the apathy of pro- 
fessed friends. . 

As a matter which I deem important 
-to the interests of the schools, I have 
occupied, the afternoon service of 
each Sabbath in lecturing on the les- 
son for thatsday. In this exercise I 
have ^ften been delighted to see some 
hundred question-books and testa- 
ments open in the hands of old and 
young, while their countenances indi- 
cated an eagerness to understand the 
word of God* It may be proper to 
state, that w^ have two public services 
on each Sabbath in the church. In the 
summer season we commence the 
morning service at half past ten o'clock 
and have an intermission of about half 
an hour between the services. In the 
winter we llave biit one service in the 
day tiiTie, commencUig ^t half past 
eleven o'clock, and our second publfc 
service is in the evening. For the last 
eighteen months I have puraued the 
above, plan of lecturing on the lesson. 
My nietbod is to fake the question- 
book in my hand, read and answer 
every question in tlie lesson assigned, 
which the \vords of the text do. not 
answer. This I do in as simple. and 
plain a manner as practicable, that 
children may understand. After stat- 
ing and answering the question, 1 give 
such exposition of the verse, or portion, 
as ma^' be profitable to the congrega- 
tiop.' My own opinion is,^ that those 
lectures are more profitable to the 
people who attend, botli old and youhg, 
than sermons in the usual form. I 
iDsually divide the lesson as marked in 
the question-book, and lecture on 
'froni (eight 'tQ twelve . verses. I am 
satisfied that this mode of lecturing is 
very important to the cause of Sunday- 
schools. 

Difficulties, 
. Th^e are of several kinds, and arise 
from different sources. I will endeav- 
our to state both their kind andorigin. 
We have found it difficult to obtain 
suitable teachers and superintendents. 
4^ moment's rejection will convince 
j;ou, that it 13 no easy matter to obtain 
two hundred individuals in a single 
country congregation, properly quali- 
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fied to instruct immoi'tal beings in the 
word of God. From yoiir knowledge 
of men and thing^s, and from your 
knowledge of the state of the church- 
C9, generally, you will not wonder at 
this difficulty. 

In order to estimate this difficulty^ 
I will give you ray views of the quali- 
lix:ations, which seem to me denmbkf 
and which I deem tndisp6nsable for 
superintendents and teachers. It is 
desirable to find men of piety, consist- 
ent deportment, sound discretion, re- 
ligious intelligence, habits of thought 
and improvementjwinning, afTecticmate 
manners, deeply intere^ed not onjy in 
the Sunday-school cause, but in the 
charitable enterprises of the age, 
for superintendents. It is indupensd- 
Ifle that they should combine enough 
of tl^ese qualifications, to g^ve them 
weight of character, and influence with, 
the pupils, to pray with the schools, 
and profitably direct both teachers 
and scholars. M'e have found it diffi- 
cult to obtain fourteen men, so located 
and possessing the indispensable quali- 
fications, to superintend our schools; 
and in two instances, have been oblig'- 
ed to employ judicious men, not pious^ 
as superintendents, and supply the de- 
ficiency by sending committees from 
other neighbourhoods to. open 'and 
close their schools by prayer^ giving 
such exhortation and advice as was ap- 
propriate. This was committing the 
superintendence of those ;3chools to a 
Judicious menrf>er of tlie district, and 
some two or llwee pious men from' 
other districts, who attended alternate- 
ly. 

For teachers it is desirable to obtain 
individuals, male and female, who are 
consistently pious, intelligent, affec- 
tionate, judicious, and deeply interest- 
ed in the cause of Sunday-schools. It 
is indlsptnaabk tJiat they should be of 
good moral character, ' intelligent, 
agreeable in their manners, and willing 
to devote their attention diligently to 
the objects of the achool. We have 
found it difficult' to 'obtain a requisite 
number of either description, especial- 
ly to fill the male, department of 
teachers. In some of the schools; not 
more than two-thirds of the number 
needed' could be obtained as perma- 
nent teachers. Rut it has been ne-r . 
ce^saty to ask such visitants as might || 



be present, to aid in teaching for the 
time. 

I suppose the statement, which I 
make, correspondsVSth that of many 
others, and gives you no important 
information; but I comply with your 
requ6st in giving a detail of particuhu*s. 
After appointmg our teachers we 
have experienced a difficulty from 
inattention. A slight excuse keeps 
them away from their classes, and when 
present, they take little interest in the 
improvement of their own minds, oi* 
those of their pupils. This. produces 
another difficulty in the want of punc- 
tuality on the part of the. scholars, 
^hey come late, or fVequently come 
not at allj which greatly retards their 
improvement. 

Another difficulty which we m^ot, 
in attaining the high object of this 
blessed institution, is found in the' 
inattention of the scholars to theij^ 
lessons. Only a small portion of them 
can be induced to commit thoroughly 
to memory, the portion of God's 
wohl which is assigned to them. The 
course which we propose does^ not 
accord with their habits; and it is 
difficult, of\en impossible, to get the 
attention fixed, the memory exerted, 
and the feelings interested. There 
ai^ some other difficulties in the de- 
tails, t>ut it . is not neces»ar>' to state 
them at presents 

Origin of the DiffimUiea. 

After examining with some care, 
and no small anxiety, the state op our 
schools^ and inquiring into the causes 
of all our difficulties, I am delibe- 
rateh' persuaded tbit they all proceed 
from one source*— an ignorant, per- 
verted public sentiment. 

This is. the origin of much that is 
evil in our land. Public sentiment 
regulates social intercourse, influences 
the pr^ss, and g^overns .tlie govern- 
ment. In our land, nothing can stand 
'befor^ it No literarj', scientific, 
political, or religious enterprise, can 
succeed, when once pliblic' sentiment 
is ■ brought -fully to bear against it. 
When I say that public sentiitient is 
against Sunday-schools, I refer not to 
the whole American people; although 
the" remark might be true, it would 
not be to my purpose. I refer to its 
local influence, and to the population 
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of this county. But this sentiment is 
not stable, and is always inconsistent 
in many thing^. In this case public 
sentiment is in favour of p^eneral in- 
telligence, of early education, and of 
some rel%ious institutions. It ma^ 
be considered in favour of early reb- 
giqiis education, but opposed to this 
particular form of conducting it. 

When Lsay it- is an ignorant senti- 
ment, I mean th;it those who entertain 
it, and are governed by it,, do hot per- 
ceive the connexion and bearings df 
the institution^ They do not appre- 
ciate its importance to the interests of 
the state or the churchy— ^its influence 
in diffusing religious truths promoting 
tnoiid habits; exciting a thirst for 
knowledge; disciplining the mind for 
.the attainment, of literature and sci- 
ence; and bringing but to view intel- 
lectual talent, dHigent application, and 
whatever else may constitute the 
basis of hopeful promise in youth — 
that they may be educated for public 
usefulness; The very extensive and 
happy influence of the Sunday-school 
system, is not perceived, and its ten- 
dency to form the habits of the rising 
generation is unthought of, by the g^eat 
mass of the people. 

When I say it is a perverted senti- 
ment, I mean not only that this g^eat 
. eng^e of public gfood, is perverted 
from its legitimate object, in this case, 
but that uncler its influence, men look 
at the Sunday-school system with jea- 
lousy,~andarc disposed to think it sorois- 
thing very wide from its design and real 
influence. They fear it is calculated 
to introduce some ecclesiastical estab- 
lishment, to make governnient an en- 
gine of the church; or some other ^ 
hoiTid and monstrous result is antipi- 
pated. I ■ 

It is obvious, that to correct these 
evils, and remove these difliculties, we 
must correct and enlighten public sen- 
timent. This we are hopmg to ac- 
complish; and have made a good be- 
ginning, not only in my ueiglibQurhood, 
but in other parts of the country. It 
will be much more easy to direct the 
current of public sentiment in favour 
of Sunday-schools, than of sopie pther 
benevolent enterprises. The benefits 
are so tangible, and so soon made to 
appear, that we may hope for suc- 
cess. . , 
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The believer in the promises of 
God, has no doubt that a time draws 
n^ar, in which all the people of the 
earth shall become holy— no holy in 
all their occupations and services^ that 
"there shall be upon the belh of the 
horses, HOLiHEss vkto thk lord; and 
the pots in the Lord's house, shall be 
like the bowls before the altar." 

Whether the animating prophecy 
contained in the sixtieth chapter gf 
Isaiah, (and which it^may be well to 
call to remembrance on the present 
occasion,) refers to a period of the 
general prosperity of the church, or 
to th^ merciful visitation of spme- par- 
ticular section' of it, it may not be ne- 
cessary to inquire. — There are pro- 
mises enough in the Bible, obviously 
relating to atime of universal holiness ; 
and they secure to the people of God, 
a season' oCjby and spiritual prosperity 
no less perfect and unmingled, than 
that described by Isaiah in this 'chap- 
ter. 

The precise cliaracter of this glo- 
rious reign of righteousness, or the 
precise time of its commencement 
and duration, we have no means -of 
determining.' Whether the genera- 
tion that now fills our -Sunday-school 
forms, will see it; whether the g^eat 
systeni of Sunday-school instruction 
is to be the instrument of its introduc- 
tion; and whether that sj'stem, with 
its present character and capacity, is 
fit to be employed in a work of such 
amazing power, — are inquiries not 
without interest: but Faith ans\*^ers 
them all in a single word — "The Lord 
will hasten it in his time, " 

When we think of Zion's God, as 
the God of creation-, 'providence, and 
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gsace— holding in ^his hand all the 
agents and elements both of the ma- 
terial and moral world, and having 
power to turn the hearts of the miK 
lions of our race, that liow dwell on 
the face of the earth, as the riveH of 
water are turned, — we shall not doubt 
that he can, and will, do all his plea- 
sure { nor that he will choose the 
age and the hour which will most 
fully and gloriously accomplish his 
eternal purposes. But • before this 
reign of holiness shall commence, the 
kingdom of Satan must be overthrown; 
the prince of this world, who holds 
such i. vast proportion of its inhabit- 
ants in iron bondage, miist be driven 
from his strong holds'; his domikiion 
must be utterly destroyed, and hb 
miserable. captives delivered. 

Now, the gospel of the Son of Giod 
is given to us as the instrument by 
which this mighty work is to be done. 
It discloses to us the greatness of the 
moral change which is to be wrought 
in hi» chai'acter, before man can use 
or enjoy the liberty of the children pf 
God. \\ shows us that the power to 
work this change is of. God only. It 
sets before us the most conclusive 
evidence of God's willingness to exert 
this power, not only in his entreaties 
and ^postulations with sinners, and 
in all his forbearance and long-suffer- 
ing; but most mysteriously and afTect- 
ingly, in the pains, and groans, and 
dying strife, of his beloved and only 
begotten Son. Redemption by the- 
blood of Jesus, clothes the gospel with 
its strength and grace; and gives con- 
sistency, sublimity, and glory, to all its 
disclosures. v . 

That this blessed gospel can and 
wilt prosper in the thing whereto 
God sends it, we have abundant evi- 



dence, in what our own ey^es have 
seen, and our own ears heard. 

Before its transforming tnfiudnce, 
the mountains and the hills have 
broken forth into singing, and all the 
trees of the field have clapped their 
hands. And it^ powerful conquests 
are yet to be extended, tUl at the 
flame of Jesus eveiy knee sliall bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth ; 
and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. What a phange would 
this be in the character, dispositions, 
and pursuits, of the eight hundred 
millions of intelligent beings no^ upon 
the earth! Who can describe it? Who 
can conceive it? 

To effect it^ the invitation of the 
gospel, in all its simplicity, must be 
presented to every creature. The^ 
foolishness of pjeaching is to produce 
the same change throughouiihe worlds 
that it has produced wherever it has 
been faithfully employed; whether in 
churches, in prisons, on board ships, 
in the desert, or \Vilderne9s, or amo^ig 
the basest and most degraded of Pa- 
g^n idolaters in every quarter of the 
globe. It is to be presented, by the 
missionaries and the ministers of the , 
Lord Jes^s Christ. They must bepre- 
pared and commissioned ^or the pur- 
pose; and an important branch of this 
preparation consists in the study of tlie 
Bible. . / 

So, far as it respects the heart, their 
preparation is from God; but an early 
and thorough acquaintance with tlie 
holy Scriptures, accompanied by dili- 
gent and faithful instruction, brings 
the mind iinder the influence of truth, 
and ultimately leads to the dedication 
of soul and body to the senice and 
gloiy of God. 
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Thti9 the messen^er9 are. prepafred, 
and at hand; but who shall send them? 
The reli^on. which the missbnaiy and 
minister would preach, if sent, is the 
• religion . which can- alone infl»iencc 
men to send them. While thQ gospel 
itself inspires t^e soul with the^love of 
Chrisjtiand his cross^ it gives birth, to 
the desire of .sending the knowledge 
of.the^preciioqs salvation to the ends, of 
the earth. • , , - 

,And wha(t means arc now. in opera- 
tion, in Christian countries, to pres^'c 
and increase^the knowledge, {fud thus 
maintain and advan^sesthe cause, of 
Christ? What givps Us ground : to 
hope that the next Christian. genera- 
tip(i^ .wi^l ha.ve .QiOre; moral .sti*ength 
and enterprise than, the present ? 
What induces us to trust that in thirty 
years, the number of active, intelli- 
gent, and exemplary Christians in the 
American church, will be greatly in- 
ci'easedf From ,what springs the 
hope that religioiia knowled||p will 
be much increased in i^uantity, and 
improved .in character, and .be far 
ihdre . widely and equidly diffused ; 
that faithful ministers of the gospel 
will be found, wherever there is St po- 
pulation to hear their mes$ag6.; and 
that missionaries will bear the gla^ 
tiding? of salyation to all, of every na- 
tion, people, kindred^ tribe, And. 
tongue, under the who)e heaven? , 

For an answer to the^e interesting 
inquiries, who does not. look to Scjf- 
SAT-Schools? Bead their history. 
Count the number of those who have 
coipe^ut of them, to join the folio wei*s. 
of the Larnb~:~Some of them to shed 
the precious influence of a Christian, 
example, over the different neigh- 
bourhoods in whljch their lot, is cest? 
others, to dispense the wotd of Rfe> 
through gospel institutidns aiid ordi- 

VoL. VIL--4 



nances; and others still, to proclaim 
jiberty to the captives, and the open* 
ing of the pjison-doors to them that 
are bound in distant Pagan lands. 
Ascertain how much of the moral 
energy,' wliich at this moment sustains 
and. invigorates the religious enter- 
prises of tlie day, is derived clearly and 
imhricdiately from Sunday-schoohi and 
•we wiH be content, iftheprayer*, and 
effortSi and sacrifices of God* a p^opk, 
for this iau8Cy art just iii proportion to 
its relative importanccy thus ascertained. 
Ahd if such an estimate as this 
were toade,. and. such a spirit a3 this 
awakeiled, eveiy $unday-school room 
; would be too strait for its tenaptsj no 
suitable place for teaching would be 
lefl unoccupied; private rooms would 
not be too choice^ nor bams and ho- 
vejii too mean, for the purpose; meant 
of increasing and improving religious 
juvenile bijoks, would be abundant; 
the moat ominent, faithful, and tried 
sfervartti of .God, would be found 
stooping^ iO'tbe -infant facultiesr' and 
apprehensions of little children. The 
voice of prayer, from those who ]6ok 
and long fbr the coming of the kingdom, 
would be heard like the noise of a mul- 
titude of waters; while, wifli one heart, 
they skek « ^isit from the Holy One, 
to. the teachers and children of oiu* 
Sandmy-sckoob^ E».ery teapher would 
have the spirit of 9. ' Brainerd, and 
would.&e1 towards his little charge, of 
sit or eig^t children, the .vehemence 
of apostoliclove and ze&\-^travailing 
in birth again^ till Christ he formed in 
them; the hop6 ofghry. Our Sunday* 
sehooi monthly concerts' would be 
cro\vded '; and the supplications of 
teachers, and parents, and Christians, 
would be a.s earnest and ui^e'nt as 
were those of Moses and Aaron, whed 
they found that ^« wrath had gone out 
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from the Lord, and the pljigue among 
the children of fsrael had begun," And 
then-^so sarply a» there is a God to 
hear and answer prayer,— hi? gloftond 
presence would be seen and, felt in 
the midst of our Sundayschxtoh. The 
tear of penitence; the deep «gh of a 
burdened soul ; tlie breaking h^art 
and the subdued spirit, — would all. 
speak plainly *«of the j;oingj8, even 
the goings of God;** till, "ComCt oJid 
hear, and J tuUi declare what God hcdh 
done for my aoul," would be on every 
tongde, and a song of' deliveitknce 
would swell from millions oif yoice$. 
' With such- a generation as would .be 
thus born, not of bloody iior of the 
will of •'the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God — What might be ac- 
complished in the moral world! What 
advances might be made towardsi the 
reign. of rigliteousness, pea^je, and holi- 
ness? ' ' 

These questiohs Ohyiously point oat 
the duty -of all the xiiscipies^f Jesus, 
and particularly of Sunduysckool 
teachers. Let us, dear bretiireri and 
sisters, -bow ourselves down in the 
very dust before Go^ to be. lifted up 
in his time, and for his purposes. Let 
us search our own hearts, with all 
diligence and faithfulness. .Let us 
cleave totlfe Lord, ^ our only hope 
and 'Strength. Let iis pray without 
ceasing, laboiir witliout Fainting, and- 
give Av^thput grudging. Running the 
ey€ of faitli along the,8trait and narrow 
way, which lies before us—let us fix it 
on the blood-stained but peace-speak- 
ing cross of Jesus, which sheds light and 
comfort on oup whole passage through 
the wilderness. The path of the jutt, 
you know, is as the shinuig light, 
which shrneth more and more ui^to 
the perfect day. The Sun of Righte- 
ousness casts the beams of his glory 



Acrosa Jordan, and even to the borders 
of the promised land; and the light 
which is shed on the green pastures 
and still waters beyond, •* is like unto 
a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as- crystal.*** There 
may our weary feet enter wjth joy, 
when the labours iind. trials of our 
pilgrimage are past; and there, we 
trust, we shall find many whom we 
have known and loved, instructed and 
ptayed for, in thii vale of t^ars, to 
share with us the unmingled and .un- 
speakable pleasures, which are at 
Go^'s right hand for ever. 

And especially should we be excited 
to soleftm consideration and new diii- 
getice, by the rapidity with which ajl 
our ojiportunities of doing God's will, 
and serving our generation, are pass- 
ing away. 

Many who began the last year with 
us, Have become members of that vast 
but silent con^egation, whoae places 
on eaiih will kobw them no .more 
for ev6r. They could tell us ^hc se- 
crets of the grave. They have -passed 
what our •* fancy strives in vain to 
paint-»-tKe moment aft6r death?" they 
have all felt the bitterness of the last 
pang! apd some of them, we trust, 
have known the power of an ovep- 
coming faith, and the incipient joys 
of a blessed eternity. 

The God that spares us, invites us 
to„ become partakers pf l^s ' grace. 
What can we seek or obtain, so de- 
aipable and pfcecious? If the year, or 
n^onth^ OP week, on wbioh we have 
now entered, should be our laat^ 6hall 
we have dluse to rejoice in the change 
ifrhioh it brings for us? Are we mak- 
ing suQh advances in holiness, and in 
conft)rmity to. tbe image of God, in 

• Rev. ixi. 2. 
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Jesus Chiist-rM ^ make the prospect 
of his immediate presence, and a 
complete likeness to him, most de- 
lightful and animating to cnif souls? 
Are we diiily laying up treasure in 
l^eaven, and sendhig forward aU our 
hopes, desires, and expectations,, td 
that world ^ of light and glory!* 'Do- 
our fe«rs» and anxieties and labours, 
relate to the sdids of men, and their 
evbrlasting peaee, or to the Uiings 
that are^o perish, ^nd be forgottehP 

At midnight there wiU be* a ciy 
made — Qehold the bridegroom com- 
eth; go ye out to meet )ilm. jLnd 
THtx TJiAT iaB BSADT will go in w^th ^ 
him to the marriage, ^d thx dooa 

WILL BE SH17T. 

A BEAUTirtXL BCXITS. ' 

There was in the parish of Hodnet, . 
where the renowped and excellent 
Siahop. Heberj once discharged, with 
zeal and simplicity of purpose, the 
duties of a pistor^ an old man who had 
Veen notoriousl}' wicked in his youth, 

- "And through the combined influ- 
en'ce of his irregular mode of life, 
drunken habits, and depraved associ- 
ated, had settle^I down into an iiTeli- 
gious old age. He was a widower^ 
had survived bis children^ shunned aU 
SQciety, and was rarely seen abroad. 
The sole, inmate of his lonely cottage 
was a little grandchild^ in whom were 
bound up all the sympathies of his rug-! 
ged ni^ture, and on whom he lavished 
the warmest caresses. 

•*It wad considered an unaccounta- 
ble departure from his. usual line of^ 
conduct, when he permitted little 
Philip to attend .tli'e Hector's school. 

* Why not?* was the old mail's reply; 

* d'ye think I wi^h Phil to be as bad 
as myself? I'm black enough, God 
knows!' ^ " I , ' 

" The old man \vas taken ill and, 
confined to his i-oom.' It was winter. 
He was unable; to divert his mind. 
His complaint wa^ a painful one: and 



there was every probability that hi« 
illness might be of long continuance. 
A neighbour suggested that his litde 
grandson should f ead to him. He listen- 
ed at first languidly and carelessly ^,by 
and by'o with soihe degree of interest? 
till at length his little grandchild be- 
came the means of fanning into a flame 
the faint spark of religious feeling 
which yet.lingercd in the old man's 
breast. 

♦*tte expressed a wish that Mr. 
Heber should visit h'mi; and the good 
woiHc which it pleased Providence 
youthful innoc^nc^e should begin, ma* 
tured piety was to carry on and com- 
plete. It was" no ordinary spectacle. 
Th6 did mau lay upon his- bed, in a 
corner of the room> near the trellised 
window. His features were naturally 
hard and coarse; anci the marked lines 
of his , countenance were distihctlv 
developed by the strong light which 
fell upon them. Aged and enfeebled 
as he was, he -seemed fully alive to 
what was passing around him; and I 
had leisure to mat'k the searching of 
his eye as he gazed, with the most 
intense anxiety, on his spiritual com- • 
forter, and weighed every word that 
fell from him. The simplicity in which 
Heber clothed every idea — the facili- 
ty witli- which he ' descended to the 
level of the old man's comprehension 
—the earnestiiess with which he strove 
not to be misunderstood— ^and* the 
manner in which, in spite of himself 
his voice occasionally fUltered as he 
touched on some thrilling points of 
our faith, struck me forcibly; while 
Philip stood on the-othftr side of the 
bed, his haUd locked in bis grandfa- 
ther's, his bright, blue eyes dimmed 
with tears, as he Rooked sadly and 
anj^iously from one face to another, 
evidently aware that some misfortune 
awaited him, though unconscious to 
whaV extent. 

" The old man died — died in a state 
of mind so calm, so subdued, so peni- 
tent and resigned, *'that I feel myself 
cheered in my labours,' said Heber, 
* whenever I reflect upon it.*" 

. This interesting incident presents to 
the Simday.sdiool -teacher many sub- 
jects of meditation.,, How simple, yet 
powerft^l and wonderful, in its opera- 
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fSonSy is the Spirit of God! How 
feeble the instruments employed to 
kindle a flame of sacred love in the 
breast even of tli^ gray-headed jmd 
hardened sinner. How important that 
we should regard even a little child, 
—properly prepared by human means, 
though forgotten and forsaken, as it 
would seem, by all the World besides, 
— as a being capable, in God's hand, 
of accomplishing great things in the 
kingdom of grace? What teacher 
knows, that in his dass* there may hot 
be some child, whom ^od shall choose 
for such a work-, and whom \\% may 
now be preparing to give to sojne 
immortal soul, its earliest Ireaven-ward 
tendency? 

You will be intlined, perhaps, to 
determine, that this, boy c/r that . is 
scarcely the subject of hope^ — one or 
two remarkably amiable, -attentive, 
and serious children, may be marked 
out as candidates for a service so high 
and glorious. Hiear what a minister 
testifies on this point. 

"When I was a Sunday-school teach- 
er, some years since, there was one 
little ragged boy in the school whose 
name. was haac^ and he was a nu»t 
unruly, rebellious bovi vo much so, 
indeecl, that the teachers knew tiot 
what to do with him, and really 
thought they must turn him out of 
the school: howevec.tlie teachers re- 
solved to try and bear witlx himj ac- 
cordingly they continiiedto pray with 
tjidfor hhn, and repeatedly addressed 
him personallyy and with the other 
children: at lengtli adifferehce was 
observed in his conduct; indeed it ap- 
peared the Lord had touched his 
neart;— he gave;evidence of a gracicus 
change, continued many yeai*s to 
pi*Ove the realit}' of ^lis religion, sub- 
sequently studied for the Christian 
ministry, and is now at this time sipiousf 
i«e/tt4and highly respectable pastor of 
a. iapiist Church: " and I am rejoiced 
to say, this distinguished individual, 
once a little rebellious Sunday scholar. 



is now one of my intimate and beloved 
friends, and a faithful xmnbter of the 
everlasting gospel.'^ 

Duties are ours: inatrun^ents and 
results are with God. . . 

' • . . "^ 

7;^X XAT£ JUDGE WASHIXOTDN. 

A simple and eloquent tribute* has 
been paid to the memory of the late 
J|7j)ox . yt^ASHiNSTON, by/ oue who 
knew. him .long and wellj but his 
high oiHicial relation, to this Society, as 
one of its vtcrj^resiffen/^. Induces 4is to 
speak of him again. 

Judge Washington lived inore than 
aieventy years; and few men have ever 
enjoyed, to a greater extent, the confi- 
dence and respect of the community^ 
tiis knowledge of the world, of hu- 
man iiature, of the principles of go- 
vernment, and of the complicated 
relations and duties of the social state, 
combined with his -great learning, mo- 
ral worth, and exemplary piety, entitle 
all his opinion^ to high consideration. 

Histoiy will, at some future day, 
compare the characters and principles 
of distinguished inen'whonr we have 
knwvn, and will juAtly decide between 
them. 'It is enough for us, that»we 
can select from them a character like 
Jud6s Washiwotok's: presenting the 
virtues that adorn and bless the do- 
mestic circle; the learning, judgment, 
and integrity, that secure and justify 
public confidence; the firmness^ equa- 
nimity, and benevolence, that exalt 
and dignify Ihe man;, and the faith> 
meekness, devotion, and consistency, 
that distinguish the Christian. And it 
isi more than enough, that such' a man 
has left his deliberate, solemn, and 
repeated decision, upon .the character 
and merits of the A^ierican Sdsdat- 

• Pnge 11. 
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School TJkiov. Judge Wmhington 
was not ft man of forms and oompli> 
ments. Exactness and simplicity (^ 
tingilished his opinions. He surveyed 
at once the desi^ ptinciples» and 
tendencies of a giyen measure; and his 
decision rested on the clear and foil 
convictions of an enlightened mind.' 

In reg^ to his pietjfc one who 
pers6nally knew him, and kneW well 
his religi^s character and hftbits, in- 
forms us, that if ever humble trust in 
the Lord Jems Chriat, as the only 
foundation of a sinner's hope, was 
exercised by tfhy man. it was exercised 
by Judge Washington, His books of 
religious reading were' of the highest 
evangelical character. His private 
duties were discharged with scrupu- 
lous regularity. Ml the h6urs of 
every Sabbath, were most devoutly 
consecrated to religious occupations 
and observanced-^family worsliip^ was 
attended with the utmost regularity, 
and with a delightful simplicity; and, 
indeed, every domestic arrangement' 
had reference to the coinfort, good 
ordef, and above all, the moral and re« 
ligioHs: improvement of his household. * 

With gratitude to God for giving 
such a friend and advocate to this In- 
stitution, we subjoin some of the opi- 
nions which Ju^e Washington held 
jind~ezpressed, in Tela^ion to its prin- 
ciples and designs.- 

In a letter dated Mount Vernon, 
December 7, 1826, ♦ in answer to one 
informing him of his electipn to the 
office of Vice. President— he speaksl of 
** the sacred cause in which this Instil 
tution ii engaged, "-and says,''*' I can 
only promise to promote as &r as I 
can, the formation of societies -subor- 

* See the letterat length, inthe 4th. 
volimie of this Mag^iine, page 25. 



diii&te to the parent one, to aid in ths 
great wwk which it aims to accom* 
pljsh." • 

A letter dated April ST, 1829, ad- 
dressed to the Committee of Publica- 
tion, closes . with the following ex- 
pretttton: 

" That Heaven may prosper the be- 
nevolent work in which the Sunday- 
School Union are engaged, so honour- 
able to them, and so beneficial to our 
country, and to those particularly who 
are the objects ot their solicitude, is 
the ardent prayer of their 

** Faithtul iriend and admirer, 

, " Bum. WASftlWOTOH." 

In a eonvenation with one of the 
officers of the Institution, during the 
last spring, and about the time when 
he visited the Society's buildings, and 
surveyed the extent and character of 
itsr operations-— /ufl^^ Washington 
said, ** that of all the institutions in 
the country, the American Sunday- 
School Union most deserved the name 
of ehariiahle, inasmuch as it was exert- 
ing a moral influence that would 
regenerate the land." 

We trust that God will,*in hi§ own 
time, lead many of oiir mighty men, 
judges, prophets, honourable men, and 
cbunsellorSf to become the stay and 
staff of an Institution which had so 
deeply interested the \feelings, and 
secured the affection and confidence 
of that great antji good man, whom 
" the whole land moumeth." 

irORTU CAROLINA. ' 

E^xtract fvoia a letter, fnun tlie-tuperuitendent 
df a Stroday-sdipol .in Gnilfui-d Cuunty, 
(N. C.) to the . CorreRpondin^ Secretary, 
dated November 13, 1829. 

" On ^he firet Sabbath'in Aprils while 
I Wiis explaining the parable of the ten 
^ii^^ins, I^ saw t^iMrs upon the cheeks 
of "many; on the Saturday • evening 
following, a young woman who had 
been in the school from its commencc- 
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ment, expressed her hope, and told to 
all around her tlie preciousness of a 
Saviour. Between that evening and 
the 13th of October, 63 Sunday scho- 
lars and teachers have made a public 
profession of religion. The revival is 
progressing, in the congregation and 
an adjoining church. All that were 
connected with the Sunday-school, 
save five, are under serious impres- 
sions." 

Exttftct from a letter lo the Editor, dated Nor- 
wichy (Cann.) Deeonber, iaS0. 

" You perhaps have heard that there 
has been a revival . among us. The 
whole face of society seems . to be 
changed. Many men, in the vigour 
of life — that cla^s who have so much 
influence on the character of a com- 
munity, — have become decidedly 
pious. Our Sabbath-school is a Very 
interesting one; there is a male and 
female Bible-class connected with it. 
- ** We have a teachers' meeting 
every week for prayer, and for study- 
ing the lesson. In these meetings we 
have perfect freedom; csnd aqme of 
the female teachers are equal to the best 
of our part of the house, in giving inte- 
rest and profit to the exercise. We 
find these meetings very interesting 
and profitable to us all; fi)r the lesson 
is tlioroughly examined." 

Extract of a letter to the Cxtrresponding: Secre- 
tary, from a elergjrman in Stokes County, 
North Carolina, seventy-three years of kg&^ 
dated Nor; 14, 1820. 

*»We shall be able to keep about 
eighteen, schools going through the 
winter, where there are warm houses. 
J am out every Sunday to ^ visit them, 
if the weather permits. Since last 
spring, the scholars have increased 
four hundred. Two schools^ in twenty, 
have ceased for want of Christian life 
in teachers; the others proceed with 
life, and evident blessing of the Lord. 
Two Quiiker Schools, are with us, and 
go on very regularly, and in the best 
order." 



BBiBF NOTICES OF NSW W0BK8. 

M'e have just published *' Family 
Conversations on the Evidences of 
Revelation.** pp. IA4\ 



This little voluoe is written by th<» 
author of the very popular work, 
** Winter Evenings' Conversations on 
the Works of God;'.' und presents, in 
ft very interesting form, the principal . 
evidences by wTiich the truth of 
divine revela^on is maioti^vied. ** The 
author has brought forward nothing 
new on the evidences for revdation; 
neither hasi he stated and refuted the 
objections of unbelievers : this has 
^een successfully done in many valu* 
able works. All that he has aimed at, 
is simply to place before the young 
some of the more prominent |^ounds 
on which we receive the Bibles as the 
production of infinite love and mercy. 
The children with whom the parents 
arc supposed to converse, are from 
twelve to seventeen years of age, and 
the Conversations are not wholly sup- 
posititious, parts of them having actu- 
ally tafcen.place, not without beneficial 
results." The style is much better 
than that usuaDy adopted in works of 
this character, and we ai*e persuaded, 
that no intelligent child, ^ of suitable 
age, who begins it, will be willing to 
leave it unread. The principal sub- 
jects discussed are — 1. The Necessity 
of Divine Revelation. 2, The Anti- 
quity of the Scripttires. 3. Their 
Authenticity. 4. Their Inspiration. 
5. On Mii'acles. 6. fulfilment of 
Prophecy. 7. Prophecies concernfrg 
Christ, And 8. The Holy Tendency 
of the Scriptures. 

Another work jus^ placed on our 
shelves is entitled, ** Fireside Conversa^ 
tions on some of the Principal Doe- 
tnnes.of the Bible.'* pp. 124. 

This is by the same author, and is 
certainly entitled to all the commen- 
dation that b bestowed on the former. 
The conversational style is maintained 
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with great spirit throughout, and 
much interest is gfiven to what children 
often suppose to be dry subjects* The 
topics of conversation are— 1. The 
Character of God. 2. The Original 
Innocence of Man; his Fall, &c. 3. 
The Consequences of the First Trans- 
gression. 4. The Mediation of Christ. 
5. The Sufferings Of Christ. 6. Ho^nr 
we may obtain an Interest in the Me- 
diation of Christ. 7. The Necessity 
of a Divine Influence!k .8^. The Con- 
duct of Christ, a Pattern for our Imi- 
tation. 9. Death, and its Conse- 
quences. 10. Kesuri^ection, Judgment, 
and Retribution. 

We trust many children and young 
persons will find, in these volumes, 
such a clear and intelligent exhibition 
of the evidence, truth, and importance 
of the Christian faith, as will lead them 
to love, embrace, profess, and adorn 
it by well ordered lives and conversa- 
tion. 

Dictionary of the Bible. — About 
one-third of this work is now stereo- 
typed. Specimens of the first twenty- 
four pages will be fbrwarded to any 
person that may order them, for ex- 
amination. It will be an expensive 
work to the Society, but! a very useful 
one, as we believe, to the readers and 
students of the Bible, of every age 
and class. We trust ^ every- reasonable 
effort will be made t>y our friends, to 
prepare the way fpr its immecUate and 
extensive circulation. ^ 

Sacred Creography.^-^Wt have un- 
der consideration a very able and 
elaborate manuscript, in the interest- 
ing department of iaered geography. 
It has been compiled by a very dis- 
tingtiished sdiolar and biblical critic, 
from the most recent authorities, and 
is admirably fitted for, Sunday-schools 



and Bible-classes. The means of the 
Society are so limited at present, as to 
make the publication of works of this 
character, however important, very 
^fficult and embarrassing. Maps 
must be procured, and even one edi- 
tion is many mbnths unsold, and the 
capital invested in it, completely 
locked up. We hope, still, that better 
times are at hand; and that those who 
feel the importance of early, thorough, 
and universal religious education, will, 
by their influence and personal effort, 
soon furnish us with enlarged means 
of usefulness. Every book of sound 
and vali^ble character, that issues 
from the American Sunday-School 
Unions is one weapon prepared and 
fumiahed for the defence of religion 
and morality — '*'those only ture tup- 
ports,*' as General Washington said, 
"of human Aap|9tneu— the firmeat 
props of the duties of men and citi- 
zens." 

TO COBBSSPOSSSITTS. 

'U^ampbeWs'* favour is received. 

We thank 'aota," but have doubts 
as to the present expediency of pub- 
lishing the letter. 

Notices of some of our new books 
which are advertised on the cover, are 
postponed for want of room. 



iromcx. 
Subscribers to the American Sun^ 
day-School Magazine^ who owe for 
TWO TSARS and upwards, will not 
receive fiUure numbers until arrearages 
are paid. The terms of subscription 
are one dollar and fif^y cents par an- 
num, in advance,' and these are the 
best terms the Society can give, with- 
out embarrassment and loss. 
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MONBTS Teccived by the American Sunday- 

Sehool Union, fVom November 12tb^ to De- 
cember 12th, 1829, inclusive. 

I. VIiriSTSBB MIMBBBa FOB UfS* 

By the payment of thirty dollars, and 
upwards. 

Rev. Nathan Ht Hall, Lexington, Ky* 
per Rev. C. Mlll» and S. B. Mun« 
gei-, «30 00 

Rev. David Denney, Paatdr of Presb. 
Church, Chambenburgf, Pa., by mem- 
ben of his congregation, per Rev. R. 
Baird, Gen. Agent, and Mr. Wm. 
Riddle, 30 00 

Rev. Thos. L. Janeway, Rahway, N. J., 

by members of his congregation, 30 00 

Rev. J. H. Jones, New Brunswick, N. J., 

by membenp of his congregation, 30 00 

Rev. Gottlieb Sbober, Salem, N. Caro- 
lina, by members of the Board of 
OiRcers and Managers of the A. S. S. 
Union, 30 00 

II. OTHER MEMBERS FOB LIFE, 

£^y the payment of thirty dollars and 
upwards. 

John M. Vanharlengen, £130 00 

J. H. Bulkley, 30 00 

, III. AKirUAL SrBSCRIBEBS, 

By the paymeni of three dollars and 
upwards. 



James Peters, 1829, 
James R. Campbell, 1830, 



g3 00 
3 00 



IV. MISSIOITART FUND. 



Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 
th^fouowing Societies Auxiliary. 



Smyrna, Del., Epis. S. S. , 
New Castle, Clarke Co., Ohio, 



«3 00 
300 



Lonatiom. 



•Pittsburg^Pa., S. S. U. ;Sl08 25 

Two individuals^ 1 50 

•Silver Spring Congre^tion, Cumber- 
land X^o., Pa. 14 00 
"^Presbyterian Congregation in Harris- 
burg, Pa. .25 50 
*Wm. Kirkpatrkk, Esq., Laxieaster, Pa. 50 00 
•Mrs. Coleman, Lancaster, Pa* lo 00 
•Mrs. W. Jenkins, do. 2 00 
*Mr. Humes, do. 1 00 



* Per Rer. R. Baird, General Agent. 



•Mrs. Dixon, do. 91 00 

^Brownsville, Fayette Co., Pa., per 

hands of John T. M^Kennan, Esq. 17 03 

Bridgeton, N. J., Presb. S. S. collection 
at Concert of Prayer for four months, 
per S. Stratton, 5 25 

From Scholars in the male S. S. of 

First Presb. Ch., Philadelphia^ 1 00 

•From Dr. Ebenezer EIraer, to consti- 
tute his daughter, Miss Sarah Elmer, 
Life Member^ ^ 30 00 

V. DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND^ 
Dr. Ansel W. Ives, New York, per 

A. W. Corey, 10 00 

A Resid^t Yankee, 100 00 

J'riends at Culpeppea: Court House, 

Va., per Rev. J. £. Welch, 15 00 

(^ Friends at Orange Court House, Va., 

per Rev. J. E. Welch, 2 50 

Vi. FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 

And from Individuals in payment for 
Books. 



Albany, N. Y., per C. Gates, 


9157 00 


Bridgeton, N. J., Depositary, 


50 23 


Bedford, Pa., S. S. 


25 00 


Columbus, Ohio, S. S. U. 


ibopo 


Cape May, N. J., S. S. 


3 30 


Hartford, Conn>, per D. H. Robinson 




and Co. 


25 00 


Maryland S. S. U. 


350 00 


Milton, Pa., S. S. U. 


25 00 


Massachusetts S. S. U. 


110 87 


Middletown, Pa., S. S. 


4 48 


Millwood, Va., per W. Meade, 


115 00 


New Hfcven, per H. Peck, 


194 20 


New Castle, DeL, S. S. U. 


16 00 


Norristown, Pa.» Episcopal S. S. 


4 43 




257 47 






Moyamensing and Passyunk, 


K9 00 


Crown street Church Fern. S. S. 


3 90 


Meth. Union Church S. S. , 


50 00 


Kirk White S. S. 


153 


Methodist Bookstore, 


22 51 


Combined S. S., N. L.. 


70S 


German R^. Ch. S. S. 


125 


Third Baptist Churcli S. S. 


8A5 


Nazareth S. S. 


30 00 


First Presbyterian, Kensmgtoa, 


' 7 14 


Bethlehem S. S. 


14 27 


In&nt S. S., N. L. 


1 52 


St. Matthew's S. 5. 


99 


Princeton, N. J., S. S. U. 


100 00 


Smyrna, Del., S. S« 


5 00. 


South Carolina S. S. U. 


145 00 


Trentoii Pi^byterian S. 8. 


400 




300 00 


Sales to individuals and schools, not par- 




ticularised by the purchasers, in the 




eity and «lsewh«c«, . 


554 OS 



• Per Rev. R •Baii-d General Agent. 
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DB. FIBRE'S LETTERS. 

UnTER II. 

Time of Commencing the Schools, 



It has been made a question, in this 
region, whether it is profitable to 
open the school in the morning. My 
opinion is, that the question is easily 
decided in the negative, in relation to 
country schools. It is not practicable, 
in the greater part of country -district 
schools, to assemble the children more 
than once each Sabbath. You will 
readily perceive, that where a school- 
house is from two to four miles from 
the church — some of the children. one 
mile and a half from the school-house, 
— it would be impracticable to collect 
the children in the morning, and at- 
tend the exercises of public worship. 
We have not attempted to collect the 
children, except in the district by the 
church, before the public service. 
But in those places where the people 
do riot go home in the intermission, 
both services are over, during the 
summer, in time for the people to re- 
turn home, get some refreshment, 
and attend the Sunday-school in the 
afternoon, at four or half-past four 
o'clock. 

The question, however, has been 
made with reference to our village 
school, and others similarly located. I 
doubt whether it is best, in any case, 
to assemble children more than once 
on the Sabbath. Perhaps in cities, 
the long intermission might be the 
proper time, or perhaps the morning ? 
out in the country, the afternoon is 

Vol. VII.— 5 



best. To meet twice on the Sabbath, 
and attend two public services, crowds 
the time, hurries the mind, and fills 
every moment with effort. Superin- 
tendents, teachers, and Scholars, are 
all painfully hurried from morning 
till night. A necessary consequence 
is, that parental instruction is laid 
aside: catechetical instruction must be 
discontinued in the family for two im- 
portant reasons — the time of the chil- 
dren is all occupied, and at the close 
of the day, they are either wearied 
with exertion, or confused with the 
multiplicity of objects which have oc- 
cupied their minds during the day. 
One school-exercise in the day,— 4hat 
well digested, carefully recited, and 
in a school judiciously managed,*- 
would be found better than two. 
This would leave time for the reli- 
gious instruction of the family at home. 
It may however be said, that many 
of the Sunday-school children have no 
religious instruction at home. I know 
it is a mournful fact; but for their 
sakes, I would not take it away from 
those who may have the privilege. I 
would provide another substitute for 
those who have no advantages at 
home, in the books given them to 
read, which, in addition to the lesson 
required to be thoroughly gotten, 
would profitably fill up their time. 
Besides, one short lesson well learned, 
is better than two half-learned. Short 
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Jessons, thoroughly cotnroitted, and 
often repeated, ought to be regarded 
as a principle never to be departed 
from in Sunday-school instruction. 
Indeed, it is the vital principle of all 
improvement; and it children sire 
assembled twice on the Sabbath, they 
ought to have the same lesson both 
parts of the day. 

JJismisaion of Schools in Winter, 
In cities and villages it is neither 
necessary nor expedient to discontinue 
the schools in the winter; but in 
country school-districts and in oui; cli- 
mate, it is so inconvenient and diffi- 
cult, as to render it almost impi-actic- 
able to continue tlie schoolsi. The 
difficulties are, the cold weather, the 
distance to be travelled, the long time 
necessary to warm the school-house, 
and frequent snows to render it im- 
possible for children to walk. Under 
all these' difficulties, none of wliich 
can possibly be avoided, the advantage 
of the school in winter is very small. 
I think it better to discontinue all the 
schools in my charge, except the one 
in the village, and attend to cate- 
chetical insti'uction in the several dis- 
tricta^ on a week-day, when the school- 
houses are warm. I know much has 
been said in favour of continuing 
Sunday-schools during the winter, in 
all places; but I have doubted it in 
theory, and a little experiment con- 
vinces me that it is inexpedient in 
this latitude and in scattered neigh- 
boiulioods. In a milder climate, tiie 
winter may be as favourable as any 
other season, for Sunday-school ope- 
rations. 

Mode and Subjects of Instruction. 

There is^ and must be some variety 
in the manner of teaching in all our 
schools. This must ever be the case 
where so many teach, and where per- 
sons of little, or no experience are 
employed. The teachers ought to 
be affectionate, kind, persuasive, unr- 
form and persevering in their mea- 
sures; they should require punctu- 
ality, good behaviour^ cai*eful attention, 
and a thorough knowledge of the 
lesson. On the last, they ought always 
to insist. From four to six scholars 
are sufficient for one teacher, and will 



furnish incessant labour for one hour 
and a half. 

As to the. subjects of instruction, I 
ani deliberately of opinion thwat a judi- 
cious catechism should be used in ad- 
dition to the Testament. I say no- 
thing about the books to be used by 
those children, who cannot read in the 
New Testament ; because a simple ele- 
mentary book only is needed, and that 
not long before the child can read in 
the Testament, t would by no means 
lay aside the Scripture Lessons, and I 
thmk tlie manual called " The Union 
Question^" is excellent; I know of 
nothing else as good. But there ought 
to be a selection of the niost import- 
ant doctrines and duties of the Bible, 
expressed in simple, fanuliar stjle, in 
the form of question and answer, 
which children should commit to 
memory, and repeat them often, until 
the sentiments are so familiar, that 
they will never be forgotten. The 
advantages of this course are very 
great, it prevents confusion, and 
enables the youth to discriminate 
truth from error; forins" an association 
in reading and studying the Bible,- 
\yith tlie classification of doctrines and 
facts ti'easured in the mind by means 
of the catechism. I have been often 
impressed very strongly with the dif- 
ferent degrees of intelligent and con- 
sistent apprehensions of divine truths . 
manifested in the examination of can- 
didates for admission to the commu- 
nion. Those who have been well 
instructed in the catechism, have a 
distinctness of apprehension, and an 
enlargement of views, not possessed 
by those who have never heard the 
catechism. I have examined some 
Sunday-school scholars, who 'were 
familiar with many facts in the histo- 
rical parts of the Testament, but 
equally deficient in doctrinal know- 
ledge, with those who had not attend- 
ed the school. What has thus occur- 
red in a number of cases as practical 
facts, seems to me to be just what the 
system is calculated to produce. Now 
I think the deficiency may be reme- 
died, and ought to be remedied, by 
the inti-oduction of a catechism into 
the Sunday-school. I should propose 
to have the catechism recited in the 
school once in each month; in some 
cases, perhaps, and at first, to the ex- 
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cludon of the Testament lesson for 
the day, but ordinarily without inter- 
fering with the Testament lesson at 
an. In some of our schools, we have 
an exercise on one Sabbath in each 
month, of collecting proofs from the 
Scriptures to establish some doctrine 
or duty — the catechetical exercise 
might be on the same day, and ag^ee 
well togetlier. Both I consider as 
very important to the interests of Sun- 
day-schools. 

Supervisidn, 
It is delightful to see so many men and 
women engaged in the Sunday-school 
cause, instructing children and youth 
in the, Bible and its truths. But there 
is one incidental evil to be guarded 
against. It does not belong to the 
system, nor is it necessary to its details; 
yet there is dahc^er that it may attend 
the system. It is that of setting aside 
family instruction and pastoral super- 
vision. Sunday-schools should never 
cotne in the place of family instruc- 
tion; but there is danger that it will 
do so in multitudes of cases. There 
is a tendency in most minds, to shift 
responsibility if possible; and many 
will take advantage of this system to 
neglect the religious education of 
their children; whereas it ought to be 
considered a help to family religion. 
Pastors, as well as parents, are too 
prone to neglect their duty in this 
great concern, especially if there be a' 
substitute in the Sunday-^hool. It is 
not the duty of tlie pastor to educate 
the cliildrcn of his congregation In the 
first principles of religion, but it is his 
duty to see that it is done; in other 
words, to take proper measures to 
induce parents to perform their duty 
in this respect. It must, therefore, 
be the duty of the pastor to see that 
the school be not a substitute for pa- 
rental duty, and to supervise and di- 
rect the business of Sunclay-school 
instruction. Under judicious manage- 
ment and proper direction, the school 
may iud both 4he pastor and the 
parents in the religious instruction of 
youth. But if I do not mistake the 
evidence, there is- an impression, to. 
some extent, that the Sunday-school 
should lead and give direction to the 
parental and pastoral instruction of 
children. This impression is perhaps 



not very general among the friends of 
Sunday-schools; but there are sections 
where it is doing hurt. No pastor 
should relinquish his supervbion of 
the schools in his charge, and all the 
officers of the church ought not only 
to feel an interest in this precious 
institution, but put their hands to^ and 
assist in the regulation and encour- 
agement of the schools. 

Books, 

. This department is of immense im- 
portance to the institution. As for 
text-books, we are well and cheaply 
supplied. Every scholar has, or may 
have, a Testament and a catechjsm, 
and every family sliould have a manual 
of questions. But libraries are essen- 
tially necessaiy to the prosperity of 
the institution. To regelate these, 
selept and supply them with books of 
a proper character, requires much 
discretion, and careful, persevering 
atteiftion. At present, there is not 
in our depositories a sufficient num- 
ber of substantial, well- written vo- 
lumes, adapted to the capacities of 
children and youth. In a large pro- 
portion of families, all the books for 
general reading are introduced through 
the Sunday-school. This gives im- 
mense importance to the selection of 
books. Those who supply the Sun- 
day-school libraries, reg^te the taste 
for reading, and give tone to much of 
the conversation heard in families. 
We need more epitomes of histoi^'. 
Biblical and ecclesiastical; more fami- 
liar illustrations of Scriptural doctrine 
and duty, embracing the different re- 
lations of human society; some brief 
expositions of religious institutions, 
such as the Sabbath worship, and 
ordinances; brief, judicious commen- 
taries on the books of tlie New Testa- 
ment, — in addition to all the biogra- 
phies and li^ht materials which fill 
our depositones. But this subject is 
receiving the attention of the learned 
and judicious, to some extent, and 
must receive still more attention. Its 
immeasurable importance is only^ be- 
ginning to be felt. Good writers 
must direct their attention to this 
subject, and furnish a supply of stand- 
ard works for Sunday-school libraries. 

But I have already written more 
than I intended, and must dbmiss the 
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subject for the present. There are 
some topics that I have not touched, 
but they'may be subjects of <}iscus- 
sion at a future time: 

Yours truly, ; ' ' 

EZBJL FiSKE. 



A tbacher's thoughts at PAUTING. " 

"M-.Ediior, 

"A letter, of which the following is 
substantially a copy, accidentally canie 
into my handsj and the spirit of deep 
interest and devbtetiness it exhibits, 
commends it to my mind. Thinking 
it may be of service to my fellow 
labourers in the great work of Sun- 
day-school tes^ching, I forward it to 
you for^ publication fh youv vahi- 
able Magazine ; desiring that by it ■ 
som^ may be encouraged to more en- 
g^gednessin this * labour of love.* 

,**It was written to the members of 
her class, on the morning of her de- 
parture frdm this place, after having 
been their teacher about six months. 
It was her practice tonHeet her charge- 
one hour every week, for special 
prayer and instruction, beside her 
usual duties of three hour^ in the 
Sunday-school, on the Sabbath. 
«« Yours, 

"Campbell." 

My Dear Young Friends, 

Being now called in the providence 
of God, to dissolve the endearing rela- 
tion which has for some time past 
existed between us, I cannot leave 
you without giving uttqranc^, in a 
few words, to the feelings of my heart. 

I have enjoyed much since my con- 
nexion with you, as your Sunday- 
school teacher. You have all, without 
exception, endeared yourselves much 
— very much to me. The recollection 
of your kind, attentire deportment, 
and the many tokens of your affec- 
tion, which I have received, render 
separation painful. I find you' have 
insensibly won my most tender affec- 



tion; and though our intercourse is 
now interrupted, yet you will never 
be forgotten by me. I have only one 
request to make, before 1 sliall have 
done with this part of the subject, 
that is, that yqu will allow me to re- 
tain a place in your affections, and 
remember that I still love you. But; 
my dear girls, this is not all my solici- 
tude. My most ardent wish is, that 
you may give Christ your hearts Jirsi, 
best love. Indeed, how is it possible 
that I can have attempted so long to 
direct and lead you in the way of sal- 
vation, without desiring that you may 
be saved? I cannot now give, you 
I any new counsel, but only repeat those 
I earnest and affectionate exhortations, 
I which you have heard again and 
j again. You know that the salvation 
of yovir immortal souls, is of immea- 
surable importance. You know that 
' you can never be sav6d from the eter- 
I nal wrath of God, but through Christ; 
i and that to obtain an interest in this 
I great redemption, you have only to 
; seek and 'you shall find, and to ask 
I and yoii shall receive; and you know^ 
too, that yoii are in immediate and 
imminent danger, every moment you 
live in a stale of estwmgement from 
God, Then do be entreated to turn 
to God, by repentahce and^. faith in 
Christ, and lay hold upon the blessed 
hope set before you in the g;ospe]. 
Some of you (I thank Gpd) have, as 
I trust, laid down the weapons of 
yout unholy warfare, and committed 
yourselves to his grace and guidance. 
If so, dear sisters ii^ Christ, reflect 
upon your obligations to your Saviour, 
who has thus Redeemed you to God 
by his blood. Let it be your con- 
stant aim and study to glprify him. 
If you would be fitted for the enjoy- 
ment of his presence in heaven, you 
tnust enjoy much of his presence here; 
if you would be admitted to a high 
state of holiness and blessedness 
above, you must <;bhtinually "grow- 
in grace, and irt the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Chrisl"--you 
must become more and more Uke God, 
The sacred Scriptures reveal, in living 
charactei-s, the perfections of our God. 
I trust you know something of the 
vahie of this blessed book, in which 
*^life and immortality are brought to 
light;" yet it may not be unnecessary 
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forme to caation you ag^st negliect- 
ing it Let it ever be as a "lipit to • 
your feet, and a lamp to your path;** 
especially would I entreat you to be 
constant in prayer, **pra.t witbout 
ciasiitg;" for it is by prater that you 
will be both strengthened for the ser- 
vice of God, and recehre light and 
comfort in your soul. AIm ! you 
know not the dangers and temptationt 
to which you will be exposed ( but if 
you constantly "gird on the wholfe ar- 
mour of God,** you will be able to 
conquer all your ^piritual foes, and 
finally to »ng the everlasting song of 
tnumpb, to the praise of God and the' 
Lambl One word xomt^-AixUk hum- 
^bly and conatanily unth, Ood^ye$, 
Uve near to God, 

To those of you who have not yet 
** tasted that the Lord is gracious," 
(oh, my sou), to think that any ojT my 
dear pupils are enemies to Christ!) to 
you I would say, in the . language of 
aiffectionate entreaty, "be ye recon- 
ciled to God.*' You have eve^ motive 
whibh can be presented to induce you 
to become obedient to him without 
delay, t know you cannot be con- 
verted without the influence Of God's 
.Spirit, but he has promised to give 
his Holy Spirit tp those who ask. Is 
not heaven wdrth possessing? I3 it 
not worth striving to obtain? Can* 
you endure the Wriith of God? Is it 
nothing to you that Jesus bled, suffer- 
ed, and died the cmel death of the 
cross, to take away your sins? Oh, I 
entreat you, crucify him no longer; 
despise not his mercies; trifle not with 
his dying love; destroy not your own 
souls. Hasten to seek forgiveness; 
give to Christ your whole hearts ; 
seek him daily in your closets; study 
daily and prayerfully his holy word, 
which is able to make you wise unto 
salvation. Implore the ^u'^ckening 
influences of the Holy Spirit ; come 
to the fountain of eternal life, drink, 
and never thirst. Make it from this 
time your serious and earnest concern 
to know and do the will df God. My 
dear young friends, marvel i^ot (to 
use the language of the Son of God) 
marvel not that I say unto you, yow 
mu$t he horn again. — Father, hear my 
prayer, and save their precious souls! 

And now, my beloved pupils, I 
commit you all to God, and commend 



you to the care of his grace, who ia 
able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you fkultless before the pre- 
sence of his glory, with exceeding 
joy. 

You are at present without a stated 
teacher, but I trust in God, that he 
will, in due time, provide for you one 
"alter his own heart." I confess I 
have been an unfaithfiil steward, and 
unworthy of the favours I have en- . 
joyed, yet 1 rejoice in the assur- 
ance that' "the bk)od of Christ 
cleanseth fhnn . all ain i" and my 
prayer is, that he may* "keep you as 
the apple of hia eye." That I love 
you, the pain I feel in nymg farewell, 
testifles: but I wjO not indulge this 
feelmg. If we meet not here again, 
may God gnxA us a joyful meeting in 
a world of purity and happiness, never 
more to separate, but in one endless 
song, to "praise redeeming, dying 
love." 

Your aflTectionate teacher. 



DXSiaK XSP , BXSVLTS Of AMKRXCAS 

suknAT-SGHoots. 

Many of the friends of Sunday, 
schools, and some who are actua% 
engaged in managing or teaching 
them, seem disposed to divest them 
of the simplicity whick is their most 
attractive characteristic. The follow- 
ing sketch of the design and results of 
American Simday-schools, ^1, we 
hope, meet the eye, and receive the 
consideration, of those who regard 
with interest the cause of moral and 
religious education. 

In calling the attention Of their 
bretiiren and fellow citizens to the 
character and claims of the American 
Sunday-School Union, the Managers 
do not forget the character and claims 
of kindred institutions. And espe- 
cially do we remember with the 
kindest S3rmpathies, our fellow la- 
bourers in the Sunday-school cause, 
who, though not with us in measures 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3d 



Design and Results of 



Pehmary, 



and forms, are with us, we trust, in 
prayers and efforts, for the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer's glory. 

Whil« we would not attach undue 
hnportance to the particular Institu- 
tion whose concerns we are appointed 
to manage, or to its operations, — we 
feel justified in aidung c^ all candid 
and reflec^ng men, a patient heating 
€f its claims to support^ and a &ir 
decision upon, them: whether those 
who hear and decide, are for us or 
against us» 

Our Institution, as it is well known, 
began its operat}oi)s in May, 1824. 
During the five years, our schools 
hare increased from sstkk numaricxp, 
to BIX thousand; teachers, from 

KETKS THOUSAlrD TBEI^I^B ftUHPftBU, tO 

]-rpTT-TH&E£ THOUSAND ; and pupils^ 

from FITTT THpUSAlf 9, tO THREE HXTET- 
DRED AND Flf TT THOUSAND.' 

We have published m'oi*e than one 
hundred volumes of hooVSf suitable for 
Sunday-school or parish libraries, ex- 
clusive pf all our p'eribdicals, and of 
the vast variety of cliildrenV books 
and tracts, (unbound)— hymn-books, 
catechisms, manuals, and other books 
of instruction; pamphlets on Sunday- 
school subjects, cards and tickets, 
infant-school sheets or lessons, and 
reward books, &c.; and in short, what- 
ever pertains to the or^nary apparatus 
of a Sunday-school. And we ai'e able, 
at this moment, to furnish a complete 
library, composed exdusivety of 
b(K>ks published by this Society; 
which shall contain at least 120 vo^ 
lumes, and make an aggregate of 
more than 20,000 pages of .reading 
matter. 

Although there may be deficiencies 
in these publications, there is still 
sufficient evidence (and we bless God 
for furnishing it) tiiat the schools liavc 



been indebted to them' for much of 
their character, influence, interest, 
and usefulness, and tiius have been 
the means of the conversion of many 
teachera and children connected with 
the schools,, and^of;many other per- 
sons who were entirely disconnected. 
The funds of the Society are vested 
in itheiii^ store and offices,* stock— in- 
cluding books, paper, stereotype 
plates, &c. and in their debt^ from 
iiunliar'ies and otiiers. 

. The Society pays an individual fbr 
editin|f its publicaitions, including the 
"American Sunday-School Mag^ne,'^ 
which is a journal of, religious and 
moral education, devoted "exclusively^ 
'to teachers and. those Who have the 
csire of children. It also pays ope 
individual for conducting its yolu- 
ininOus correspondence, and the gene- 
ral superintendence of its .business 
concerns. It also pays for suitable 
assistance in the department of sales* 
and purchases, including a compe- 
.tenf number of clerks for the trans- 
action of its business. 

, There is a geaeral agent en^ployed^ 
whos^ business it is to travel abroad, 
and make known the wants and plans 
of the Society, -and obtain funds for 
its support; and at the present jtime, 
six special^ agents (clerg3fiiien and 
laymen) are employed; whose duties 
are similar in land to tiiose of the 
general a^ent, but limited and spe- 
cific. 

T hexe .ai^ also ten missio\jaries 
under pay, and thirteen who render 
gratuitous services; these are engaged 
to^ visit places where their services 
are desired, or ^ likely to be accept- 
able, and who, though authorized to 
reeeive contributions, are instructed to 
make it their chief dengn to inform. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1830. 



Jlmeriean Sunday'seho^t. 



awakefiy and ^ncburage others, oto the 
subject of SundajT-scbook. . 

It ia not amiss to add^^at the ser- 
Tice^ of our sixty thousand teachers, 
are gratuitous. What they are vorth 
to the country^ tt is not our purpose- to 
prove, nor our proyince to judge. 

The services of aH the muiagers are 
gratuitous; and these occupy. about 
thirty evenings in the year,\ The 
services of the committees - are g^- 
tuitoUs; and are tendered by gentle* 
men in active business, many of whom, 
in some form or other,, devotee nearly 
eVCTy evening of the year, ieicept 
Saturday and Sun^y evenings, to the 
concerns of the Society, 

Hie services of the treasurer ar« 
also gratuitous; and it is unnecessary 
to estimate their value. 

The peculiar situation of the Socie- 
ty, a»it respects its business facilities, 
exposes it only to those di^culties, 
which our auxitiaries can easily pjre- 
vent by prompt iwiyments. From 
them, we have only to ask a punctual 
fulfilment of their obligations; while 
we look to the. Christian community 
at large,' for. liberal gifts, diligent la- 
boors, and Invent prayers in our 
behalf. 

We shall not define by. mfeasures 
and bounds, the field which the Ame* 
MICAS SvirsAt-ScsooL Unioit is yet 
to occupy. While the whole land is be- 
fore us, we mi^y surely dwelj in p^ace; 
for if others take the left hand, then 
we will go to the right, and if they 
depart to the right hand^ then we will 
go to the left. There shall be no 
strife between us, for we are breth- 
ren? and the desire of our heart is» 
that every part of the lan4 may be 
possessed by Sunday-schools, that 
God 'may be glorified, and souk 
saved. 



No? fhiU we speak of the fiicilities 
and advantages (if any) widch may 
attend the peculiar organization and 
princaples of our Society. We desire 
to show what is tp be done, and by 
what m^ahs; leaving it to our auxi- 
liaries and friends to determine what 
shture we shall have in the good work. 

The state of society in this cpuntiy, 
,is not what it should be. Whether it 
is not better than in uiy other country, 
is not the question;. b\)t whether it 
can be improved.^ — and t>D this point, 
wf have not a doubt. A very ^« 
tinguished editolr of a public journal, 
has argued against temperance so^ 
cieties, because we are already more 
tempentte, as a people, than are the 
people of any other country. Thia 
might b^ correct reasomng,. wer^ it 
first proved, tliat a certain number of 
drunkards is required by the constitu- 
tion of human society. But the his- 
tory of the eiforts of the friends <^f 
temperance, will . already show, that 
we were rearing more drunkards, and 
consutning vtore ardent spirits^ than 
could be necessaoy to sustain^ our 
national character, or secure bur na- 
tional existence. 

, Disobedience to parents, idleness, 
profanen6ss,andSabbath-breaking,can 
be checked as ieasily as intemperance, 
if th^ effort is made at the right time, 
and in the right way. The right time, 
is th^ earliest* The earliest influence 
should be tixe most salutary that can 
he exerted. lirfant and Sunday* 
schools are established to impart this 
salutary inftuence, as early as the 
understanding and heart are suscep- 
tible of it, or as early as the subject 
of it can be brought within its reach. 
V So far, the success of the experi- 
ment has been ooijoplete; and the 
evideiice on which we rest the result, 
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h altogether conclumve. ThORe who 
have been acquainted with the opera- 
tions of Sund<tif'8choobf for the last 
fifteen or. twenty years, have seen the 
principles which were incukatecl^ and 
the characters wi)ich were, formed in 
a Sunday-sebooly tried and proved in 
the busy pursuits, the respoi^sible 
trusts, and the diversified relations of 
life. They haye se^eii what sort of, 
fathers apcf' motl^^rs^ brothers and sis- 
ters, neighbours and <utizei>&— Sun* 
day-school children make: And their 
testimony is umfi^rinly favourable. « 

The case is yet to. be adduced, iti 
which faithful Sunday-school instruc- , 
tion, continued^ for^ a suitable tinie^ 
and not counteracted by e^kU^oinlinary 
circumstances — ^has not improved the 
character, enllgjitened the mihd, and 
enlarged the views of th e pupil . And 
this result .cannot but be clesired by 
every intelligent and sober citizen. ^ 

If parents were universally obeyed, 
ail<d the Sabbath regarded, ijitempe- 
rantie and crime would be so far di- 
.minished, as scarcely to require a 
place among the subjects of legisla- 
tion. These considerations wijl have 
weight with those, who may be indif- 
ferent, on other grounds, to the i^i- 
gious education of the young. 

The enemies of the cross of Christ, 
^ ask that children's minds may be left 
free on tlie subject of religion, till 
they are old enough to read, and ex- 
amine, and judge for themselves. To- 
teach them this or that particular sys- 
tem of faith, while their understand- 
ing is immature, is to prejudice their 
minds, and trammel their inquiries 
after truth. Let them be left to 
themsfelves, until (though they $ay it 
not) the strong man armed, has g^n- 
ed full possesion of his palace. < 

The friehds of Sunday-schools, 



stand on opposite ground; andev^ry 
principle- and feature of tbdraystem, 
contemplates the early and compile 
possession of the heart and uiider^ 
standing of the ^ child, by the plain 
doctflnes, and pure precepts of the 
' Qible. And it should be our firdt and 
constaiit ertdeavour, to guard them 
against those corrupt and corrupting 
opinions in Teligiph and morality^ 
which there w^re, pcirhaps, never 
more shameless And systematical en- 
deavours to propagate ^nd defend; 

Thus, then, the c^e stands. To 
save a genetation from popular infi- 
delity and error— to train up all tlie 
children of the people, in the know- 
ledge ind; fear of God, and in the 
practice of those Christian virtues that 
adorn and exalt the character in every 
delation of life,-^is the general design 
of American Sunday-schools. To es- 
tablish or revive these schools, imd to 
obtain means for thdr improvement 
and increase, is thb business of our 
missionaries and agents; and to unite 
schools, teachers, managers, and 
friends, in one grand, system of mea- 
sures for the. universal establishinent 
and complete influence of them, is the 
purpose of the American Sunday' 
School Union. . , 

Jn eoncltuion'*-vre feel bound to 
protest, (and we do with all the so- 
lemnity . Which the prospect of the 
judgment day imposes,) that the ma- 
nagers flf the American Sunday- 
School Union, among whom are 
members of aUtl^ principal religious 
denominations of the country, have 
no wish, desire, or design, that any 
one, or two, or three denominations of 
Christians ^ should ^predominate ; or 
that religion or its institutions should, 
in any form or measure, interfere with 
civil government and laws; but that 
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on the contrary, they would esteem 
such predominance and interference 
as in every way to be. deprecated and 
shunned. 

That the religion of the gospel, is 
the only foundatioi\ dinoHonal, as well 
as of perianal morality, was a settled 
masdm with him, whose opinions once 
had weight in the minds of the people 
of America. We are willing to adopt 
WASHra-eiwH-'s views on this subject; 
an3 while we desire that religion 
should keep her place in the l^earts 
of men, sbed^ngher pure and blessed 
influence over all their domestic and 
social relations, and persuading the 
people to lead <juiet and peaceable 
lives, in all godliness and honesty— . 
still, we would remonstrate with 
eaniestness, against every measure 
that- shall 4)bviou8ly tend to diminish, 
and ultimately to destroy the in^uence 
of gospel precepts and institutions: 
for thus will be sapped and destroyed' 
what our beloved Washingtow es- 
teemed tlie foundation of all that is 
^valuable in our civil relations. 

Our heart's desire and prayer to 
God is, that his word may have free 
course, run, and be glorified — and that 
the religion of Jbsus Christ, pure 
and undefiled, may universally prevail. 

*H« OAADEKm AUTD ^THE BOSS-TREE.' 

[The feble of which the follpwing is 
a part, will be found at length in the 
Menwira of Fearce, published by the 
^American Sunday-School Vhion, and 
noticed particularly vol. vi. p. 203, of 
this Magazine. It was addressed by 
Mr. Pearce to a friend, on the death 
of her child, and ts designed to illus- 
trate the "wise and gracious purposes 
of Providence, in sei^ding such triaisi 
A portrait of Mr. P: accompanies this 
number^of the Magazine. J 

Vol. Vri.— 6 
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In a iweet spot, which WiMfam ehoie, 
Grew an uniqne and )oveIy Rose; 
A flow'r so fkir Mna seldom borne— 
A Rose almost without a thorn. 

As months roll'd on, the spring appear^, 
Its g;enial rays the Rose nurtntV; 
Forth from its root a *hoot extend*- 
The juirent Rose-tree downward bends— 

^ Offspring most dear, (she fondly said^ 
iHin of myself I beneath my shade, 
Safe shalt thou rise, whilst happy I, 
'transported' wkh maternal joy, 
Shall ^ee thy little buds appear, 
Unfold and bloom in beaoty here.*' 

Thus had the Rose-tree scarcely spoken, 
Ere the sweet eup of bUss was bn^en— 
The Gai«i*ner came, and with one stroke 
He from the root the oRkpiAg took. 

Deep 'was die wound ; nor flight the pain 
Which made th^ ^ose^tree thus c<miphun;— 

^ Dear little darling! art thou gone— 
Thy charms scarce to thy motheir known! 
Ilemav'4so fl9<UDu'<-!iia suddenly 
Snatch'd from my fond maternal eye! 
What hast thou done?— dear offspring! say, 
^o early to> be snatch'd awity? 
What! gone for evir.'—ieen no more! 
For erer I thy loss deplore." 

As thus the anguish'd Rose-tree try'd, 
Her owner pear her she espy'd; 
Who in these gentle tenns reproy'd 
A plaijt, though murm'ring, <stiU beWd.— 

<*^ Cease, beauteous flow'r, these useless cries, 
And let my lessons make thee wise. 
Art thou not mine ? Did not my hand 
Transplant thee from the barren sand. 
Where once a mean, unsightly plant, 
Expos'd toii^uryand want, ' 
Unknown, and unadmir'd, I found, ~ 
And brought thee to this fertile ground; 
With studious art improv'd thy form, 
Secur'd thee,fVom th' inclement storm, 
And through the seasons of the year, 
Made thee my unahating care ? 
But now, because thy shoot I've taken. 
Thy best of friends must be forsaken. 
Think not, that hidden from thine eyes, • 
The infant plant neglected lies— 
No— I'w anothier gdrde&, where 
In richer soil and purer air 
It's now transplanted, there to shihe, 
In beauties fairer far than thine. 

"Nor shalt thou always be apart 
Fi-om the dear darling of thy heart; 
For tis my purpose thee to bear 
Ip future time, and plant thae there. 
Where thy now absent offset grows, 
And bktssoms a cekftial Rose." 

These words to silenee hush'd the plaintive 
rose, 
With deeper blushes redd'ning now she glows. 
Submissive bow'd her unrepining head,' 
Again her wonted, grateful fragi'ante shed,— 
Cry'd, ** Thon hast taken only what's thi^e 

own, 
Therefore, thy will, my Lord, not mine, be 
done." 
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. FAXII.T iirsT&irGTiair. 

It is a mistaken opinioti, that Sun- 
day-schools are designed as a substi- 
iuU for fannlj instruction. They care j 
provided only to tupply a defideney. 
They were instituted at first, for those 
children who were poor, and wretch- 
ed, and ignorant; that they might be 
taught to read, and- take care of them- 
selves. In a short time'aftjbr. they 
were collected for these purposes, it 
was found that religious instruction 
might be profitably given. The sys- 
tem proved well adapted to this end, 
and children enough were fpund, who 
received religious instruction from no 
other source. 

The moi'al and religions education- 
of the young, has always been the 
principal object in «tfmmea7» Sunday- 
8eho6by ever since they we're intro- 
duced among us; and it is oijly in the 
most populous places, and among a 
very limited class of per^nsj that 
schools are held on the Sabbath for 
any other purpose than th|s. 

Such are the advantages of this 
mode of instruction, improved and en- 
larged as it has been by thQ results of 
experience, that many parents who 
are abundantly competent to instruct 
their own children in these things at 
home, send them to the Sunday- 
school. 

^e have been led to these remark/^ 
by some sound suggestions on the 
subject, which we find in a book 
without title «r date, but apparently 
several hundred yei^rs old^ and in 
which it appears both as a preface and 
a poatacripi. We present it to our 
readers: if they are parents, they 
have their duties stated to them in a 
clear and convincing manner ; ' and 
if they are teachers, they are provided 



with motives and arguments, which 
they may profitably and properly 
urge, in their visits to families where 
the children of tl^ir classes reside. 



**A very learned and godly divine, 
having bewailed the great distraction^ 
QoiTuptions, and divisions that are in the 
church, he thus represents the cause 
and Qure. — Among others, a principal 
cause of these raischie&, is the g^at 
and comiftion neglect of the governora 
of families, iH.the discharge of that duty 
which they owe to God for the souls 
that are urtder their charge* especially 
in Reaching them the doctrine of 
Christianity. Families are societies 
that must be sanctified to God as 
well as, churches: and the governors 
of them have as truly a -charge o^ the 
souls that are therein, as pastors have 
of the churches. But alas! how little 
is this considered or regarded. But 
while negligent ministers are (deserv- 
edly) cast out of their places, ^e neg- 
ligent masters of families take them- 
selves to be almost blameless. They 
promise to teach their children the 
doctrines of the gospel, and bring 
them up in the .minure of the Lord; • 
(but they easily promise, and easily 
break it,) and educate their children 
for the world and the flesh,though they 
have renounced these, and .dedicated 
them to God. This covenant break- 
ing with JSod, arid betray inpf the souls 
6f their children to the devil, must lie 
heavy on them here or hereafter. 
They little consider what a charj^ is 
commifted to them, and what it is to 
bring up a child for God, and govern 
a* family ks a- -sanctified society. O 
how sweetly and successfully would 
the work of God go on, if we would 
but all join together in our several 
places to promote it. Especially wo- 
men shopld be careful of tlus. duty, 
because as they are most about their 
children, and have early and frequent 
opportunities to 'instruct them, so is 
this the principal service they can-do 
to God in this world, being restrained 
from more public work. And doubt- 
less many an excellent magistrate 
hath been sent into the common- 
wealth, and many an excellent pastor 
into the church, and many a precious 
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saint to heaven, through: the happy 
preparations of a holy education, per- 
haps by a woman, that thought herself 
useless and unserviceable to the 
church. Would parents but begin 
by times, and labour to a^ect S\e 
hearts of their children with the great 
matters of everlasting life, and to ac- 
qu^nt them with the substance of the 
doctrine of Christ, and when they 
find in them the knowledge and love 
of Christ, would bring them then to 
the pastors of the church to be tried, 
confirmed, and admitted to the fuf^ 
ther privileges of the church, what 
happy, well-ordered churches might, 
we have? Then one pastor needed not 
be put to do the work of two or three 
hundred or thousand governors of 
fanulies,*even to teach. their (children 
those principles which they should 
have taught them long' before : nor 
should we be put to preach to so many 
miserable ignorant souls, that be not 
prepared by education to understand 
us: nor should we have need to shut 
out so many from holy Communion 
upon the . account of ignorance, that 
yet have not the graCe to feel it, and 
lament it, nor the' wit and patience to 
wait in a learning state, till they are 
ready to be fellow-citizens with tlie 
saints, and of the household of God. 
But now they come to us with aged 
8e]£«oneeitedne8s> being past chil^ 
dren, and yet worse than children,, 
still having the ignorance of children, 
but being over-grown the teachable- 
ness of children; and think themselves 
wise, yea wise enough to quarrel with 
the wisest of their teachers, because 
they have lived long enpugh to have 
been wise; and the " evidence of their 
knowledge is their aged ignorance. 
And it is for waint o^ this laying the 
foundation well at first, that professbrs 
themselves are so igpiorant a» most 
are, and that so many, especially of 
the younger sort^ do swallow down 
almost any error itiat is offered them, 
and follow any sect of dividers that 
will entice them, so it be but done^ 
with earnestness and plausibiUty. For 
aks! though by the grace of God, 
their hearts may be changed in an 
hour, (whenever they understand but 
the essentials of the faith) yet their 
understandings must have time and di- 
ligence to furnish them with such 



knowledge, as must stablish them, and 
fortify them against deceits. Upon 
these and many the like considera- 
tions, we should intreat all Christian 
families, to take more pains in this ne- 
cessary woik 5 and to get better ac- 
q|uainted with the substance of Chris- 
tianity." 



SUKDAT SCHOOLS 19 OBKAT BBITAIir. 

The character of the books prepared 
for Sunday-school libraries — ^the sys- 
tems and. manuals of instruction— ^the 
anecdotes of children, and in short all 
that has come to our knowledge respect- 
ing the Sunday-schoof institution in 
Great Britain, led us to believe that 
there was -a wide and kilportant differ- 
ence between theu* Sunday-schools 
and ours, in the whole design, order 
and management of them. . 

To satisfy ourselves- on this point, 
we addressed a series of .questions to 
the Secretary of the London Sunday^ 
School Union (Mr. Lloyd, well known 
as the author of the " History of Sun- 
day-schook^'-^t *• l^eaeher'a Manu- 
al/' &c. -Sec.) and received from him a 
repfy, not so full as we desffed, but 
sufficiently so, periiaps, to answer pur 
purpose. 

The following is the substance of 
Mr. Lloyd's answers, incorporated 
with some other information on the 
'same topics. 

1. Religious instruction was made 
the object of a few Sunday-schools, 
nearly from their commencement— but 
was not generally considered essential 
until gratuitous teachei-s came for- 
ward; and even now^ though religious 
instruction^ is considered of high im- 
portance, it is the exclusive object in 
comparatively few schools, and in them 
only for the older scholars. The rea- 
son assigned for this difference be- 
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tween their schobls and ours, by Mr. 
L., is, that the proportion of scholars 
there, whio cannot read well, is much 
greater than among us. ^And' as the 
means of education spread, it is fpund 

. that Sunday-schools there tease to be 
places of instruction in readings and 
become more exclusively schools for 
catechetical |ind religfious instruction. 
The object with scholars' wjio can 
read the Bible well, is to open' the 

, Scriptures to theur understandings — 
to impress then* consciences and .form 
thdr characters as disciples of Chrisjt. 

2. The funds for the support of 
Sunday-schools iil Great Britain are 
derived — 1, from pollections in congre- 
gations ; 2. from subscriptions and 
donations; and 3, from Unions who 
contribute books and sn^all pecu'diary 
grants. The chief expenditure in 
cities is for .rent ; $nd book? for gra- 
tuitous distribution form an important 
item of expense. We suppose thfe 
books thus distributed are'^ibles and 
Testaments; reading and spel'lijBg 
books ; catechisms and hymn 4)Ooks, 
which are given to children who haye 
no ^ther means of obtaining them. 

3. The services of pearly all their 
Sunday-schpol teachers are now -grq- 
fuitous—theTe are some few schools 
in the established X^hurch, where there 
is a, deficiency of active personal ener- 
gy, whose teachers are hired, and also 
in some' villages \yhere gratuitous 
teachers cannot be obtained. . " The 
pay-system is miserable," says Mr. L.,^ 
" and I hope will soon })j2 entirely ex- 
ploded." / 

The great impediment to the pros- 
perity of schools for^ a few years fol- 
lowing tbeir establishment, was the 
expense of hiring teachers. Tl>(e Suhr 
day-school Society alone paid nearly 



twenty thousand dollars for the servi- 
ces of: Sunday-school teachers, from 
irse to 1800. At a large and flour- 
isliing school ia Stockport,* the 
largest single school which, has ever 
been established, the teachers were 
paid ihirty4hree cents, a Sabbath for 
their SjErvices, but by degrees gratui- 
tous teachors arose, so that in 1794, 
out of nearly thirty teachers in this 
schod, six only were hired. The bene- 
ficial eifects of employing gratuitous 
teachers was soon apparent, and from 
'the time they offered their services, 
the number of scholars and teachers 
^nd the amount of subscriptions regu- 
larly increased. 

It , seems to be doubtful who, in 
Great Britain, first devoted their ser- 
vices graiuitously to Sunday-school 
teaching. , It is evident^ liowever, that 
the best pledge of their prosperity, pu- 
rity, and perpetuity is derived frona 
this circumstance- To show this, it' is 
only liecessary to say that the services 
of teachers now employed in the 
Sunday-schoolsin Great Britain,, woiild 
at the rate above mentioned, amount 
to nearly two millions' of dollars annu- 
ally ,- and those of teachers in schools 
connected with the American Sunday 
School Union, will amount to. nearly 
one million of dollars annually. 

4. Teofihers. — lii .the employment 
of teachers the superintendent and se- 



* This school occupies a beautiful 
building, 132 feet by 56, and is com- 
pletely fitted up for -the purpose. We 
would that the friends of the cause in 
our. cities and populous towns, would 
be mprc rfeady than they ^sometimes 
are, to provide or -grant accommoda- 
tiohs to the schools, that would be 
formed ;to occupy them. — We trust « 
more liberal spuit on this subject will 
soon prevail. 
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nior teachers tf^ek the advice and co- 
operation of the Pastor, (where he 
feels a personal mterest in the school,) 
and after this consultation they invite 
such persons as they think suitable.-^ 
After a trial of three months or more, 
if approved, they are appointed regu- 
lar teachers. — The superintendent 
commonly judges of their qualifica- 
tions, though in some schools a com- 
mittee has the whole charge of the 
subject, and makes the anointment. 
In older Sunday-schools by far the ma- 
jority of teachers are pious — teachers' 
prayer-meetings are common — and'.a- 
^ mong many of thiera' societies for mu- 
tual.,improvement have been formed. 
**Much more might be done in this 
way than is done, I fear, in many fean- 
day-schools — ^an extra class df elder 
scholars, uiider a judicious aged teach- 
er, to traitt them up for teachers^ is 
found an 'ex<iellent plan." - 

5. Monthly Concer/.-^No stated sea- 
son of prayer is observed as with 
us, though monthly prayer-meetings 
are very common. 

6. Union. — ^The bomd of union be- 
tween different schools is very loose 
where any exists. , Meetings of teach- 
ers and schol^, and occa^onal visits, 
are frequently found very beneficial in 
this respect. ' 

■Aa to different denominations of 
christians, they invite all of evangelical 
character to unite with them, and have 
members of the following bodies : — Es-' 
tablished chtirchj^Presbyterians— In- 
dependents — Baptists, and Methodists. 

7. Conditionof Children.— None of^ 
the higher, and biitfew of the middle 
classes, are found in Sunday-schools, 
generally "speaking. In some cate- 
chetical schools and classes, taught by 
the minister, those cliildren attend; but 



parents do not like to havetheu* chil- 
dren associate with the poorer children. 
In the Scotch Sabbath-schools there is 
a greater mixture of the different class- 
es of society than in England. 
^ 8. Libraries, — Most Sunday-schools 
in populous places have libraries, and 
they are highly esteemed. 

9. PeHodiails. — A vast number of 
these ar^ circulated. Of the Child's 
Companion about 30,000 copies month- 
ly are circulated, and formerly 50,000. 
The others vary in the number circu- 
lated, and the afmount is not precisely 
known. 

10. 7hne8 and places of Instruction, 
—From 9 \^ lOJ A. M., and from 2J 
to 4^ P. M. ; and in some cases from 
2" to 3 in the afternoon, and from 6 to 
8 in the evening. The schools are 
gerterally kept in school-robms, and 
>vhen these cannot be had, in chapels. 

11. Ftsitatioh' — The teachers are 
required to visit the children who may 
be absent two successive Sundays.— 
The. theory of most teachets is, how- 
ever, better than their practice. 

12. Ministers, ^c, — The clergy and 
officers of the church seldom take any 
actiye part in Sunday-schools. Mr. L. 
expresses a wish that they would do 
more,^ and imagines we have not so 
much reason to coipplain on this head, 

'as they have. They geherally coun- 
tenance Sunday-schools, but might do 
much more personally. 

' < 13r. J3^ cf Children,-'ShL years is 
the .Common age of admission, but 
somci are taken at five years. The 
time of leaviiig school varies greatly 
in different parts of the country, ac- 
cording to the custotnary time of going 
to trades, &c. They are retained as long 
as^ possible, but generally leave at 14 
or 15 years old. The use of the libra- 

, ry is still gnOxted to them, < and teach. 
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ers try to keep up .the' conhexion, 
though in most cases the scholars go 
away and are not ti-aced. 

14. FarenU: — ^A great impediment 
to Sunday-school efforts arises from 
ungodly parents. Some of them» how- 
ever, appreciate the efforts of teachers, 
and concur in their plans, and in such 
cases the result is uniformly.most satis- 
&ctory. 

15. Charity Schoola.-^TheTe is no 
connexion between Sunday-Sfchools 
and any other charity schools. 

We shall probably have opca^on %o 
advert to two or three facts contained 
in this article, at a future time. 

XOlTDOir SUNDAT-SCHOO:^ T^KIOK. 

We readsOme time since, aiidwith 
much interest, the Annual Iteport of 
the l-bndpn Sunday-School iJnton for 
1829. This society consists of the 
members of the four London auxilia-- 
ries, east, west, north| aiid south, 
(each contributing annually a portion 
of its funds,) together with subscri- 



bers of lOf, 6d» per annum or upwards. 
A donation of ten guineas constitutes 
the donor (or any one he names,) a 
member for life. And subscribers 
have the privilege of purchasing books 
annually, not exceeding in value five 
times the amount of their subscription, 
at reduced prices. All the business 
of the ttnioii is. intrusted to a" General 
Committee, consisting of the Trea- 
surer, Secretaries, and not moi:e than 
thirty-six members. Clergymen and 
ministers contributing to the Union by 
a public' collection, are entitled to at- 
(en4 and vote at the meetings of the 
committee. Auxiliary and county Sun- 
day-school pnions reporting and con- 
tributing to the society* what they 
think they can afford> can purchase 
publications -for bsadt uoitet, at re- 
duced prices, and may be aided i^ the 
committee judgp expedient. 

llie society thus constituted makes 
tie following returnsibr the year end- 
ing in May, 13*9. 



London, four auxiliaries, , 
Returns from auxiliary societies' and information 
from correspondents, principally the ktiiar, - 

Total in Great Britain, 

Add returns from Sunday-School Society of Ire- 
land, not in comieanon. 

Also, London Hibernian Society's Sunday 
School, . 

Gives us a total, (from, what are called and 
evidently ar^, very imperfect returns) of 
Being an increase in the whole of 
Of which the increase in London was 



Seh. 
.462, 


• Teach. Scholg. 
6,126 6,487 


6,165 


66^382 710,376 


6,627' 


72,508 776,863 


2,283- 


16,837 ^185,490 


.418 


16,740 



9,328 89,345 979,093 

105 ^ 62,104 

2,4. 11,247 



As these numbers stand it will show 
that the average proportion of scho- 
lars to teachers would give us nearly 
eleveh children to a class.; but there 
are schools reported, containing nearly 
200,000 children, where the number 



of teachers is not given — so that we 
may suppose the average proportion 
to be 6 or 7 children to one teacher. 
N Liverpool reports nearly. 10,000 
scliolai-s— rManchester nearly 30,000 
—Pottery and New Castle, in Staf- 
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fordshire, nearly 10,000— BinmnghaTn 
nearly 6,000— I,eeds upwards of 5000, 
' and Sheffield nearly 11,000. 

By, reference to the article on the 
general subject of Briti^^ Sunday- 
schools, in the present number of the 
Magazine, it will appear that the sys- 
tem of emplbyingand |>aying teachers, 
is not yet wholly abandoned, t The 
General Committee have now adopted 
a resolution, providing that reports 
shall be ^ven only of those schpola . 
*' in which religious instruction is 
commu|iicated'oh the Sabbath to the 
children, by gratuitous teachers." 

The sales from the Deppsitory dur- 
ing the year amounted toj£5024, and 
the numb.er of copies of ^ ward bgoka^ 
(as they are cafled, corresponding, as 
we presume, to our libf ary hoplu) to 
219,376. The total of issiies^from the 
Depositbry, -inoliuUng spelling and 
rea^ng books, 304t329 ; hymn books, 
90,738; and catechistns 189,006, is 
880,853 copies — ^being an increase in 
the issues of the year of 37,678. 

Many particulars of the report and 
^proceedings,- as well as the substance 
of the elocfuent speeches on the occa- 
sion, will be found in vol. vl. p.- 240, 
of thisMagaaine. 

It b si^pposed there are- now at least 
1,500,0()0 children in Great Britain, 
whosej%ligious instruction is compa- 
ratively, if not wholly, neglected, and 
for whom the $unday-school system is 
better fitted than any other at present 
known^ and who still do not attend. 

REVIEWS. 

TH» LIFE 0» PHIXIP MXLAFCTHqir, 

Pr'epored for ike American Sunday- 
School Union; and Revised h^ the 
Conhnittee of FubUcaiion, pp. 36. 



We received some months since 
from Dublin, a little work of the same 
title and size, with that just named. 
Upon examination it was found that, 
though the sentiments contuned were 
unexeepUonaMey they were altogether 
uninielKgihU to those whom they were 
designed to please and improve. 

To remove this difficulty, an attempt 
was made to ' 'strike out and tubtti' 
fuie^" a phrase ^at has acquired almost 
a technical dignity in oiir editorial de- 
partment. An experiment of thbsort 
with a page or two, satisfied us that it 
was in vain— whole sentences needed 
a complete change in the character 
and order of the words^ and sometimef 
several successive sentences were in- 
tolerably defective in these particulars. 
Under these circumstances, we found 
it easier to make than to alter or rt' 
pair,- and we have therefbre written a 
new Memoir, mostly following the or- 
der of events, ' and adopting two or 
three paragraphs of the Dublin copy. 

In this, and indeed in all the pre- 
sent publications of the Society, the 
attempt is made to give them a de- 
ade<ilySwtdayf8chool character. By an 
allunoif to some Sunday-school book, 
anecdote or statistical Act, as on pages 
S, 8, 13, 26, 27 and 36, the mind is 
eSsily atlracte4 and retained within 
the reach of Sunday-school influences 
and associations. 

In the present work, two or three 
very interesting anecdote^ will be 
foundi which are not in any other Me- 
moir of Melancthon^ that has come 
wit;hii^ ou^ knowledge. . 

It is|^tifying to the Comnuttee of 
Publication to know,, that the work in 
its present form, has been already spo- 
ken of with marked approbation, * 
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HXLXN AWD HXR QOVnVy 

Written for the American Sunday- 
School Vhion. Revised by the Com- 
mittee 6f Publication, pp. 79. 

This is no fiction. The. principal i 
incidents which conatitute its story xire 
matters of fact, and nothing is imagi- 
nary save the place and^ manner, or 
order of their occurrence. ' 

We are told of the families in which 
Helen Dunbar and her couan, Mary^ 
Dunbar, \Vere brought up — of the pro- 
gress of character in each — of Helen's 
choice of the good part which should 
not be taken from her — of her cou- 
sin's love of the world and the world's 
ways— of the troubles of life and con- 
science, which indecision and irreli- 
gion urtiversally bring with them — of 
the sad end of one of their acquaintan- 
ces who made the vanities of life her 
pursuit — of the effect of this event 
upon Helen's cousin, and of her final 
determination to cast her lot in with 
Helen, among the people of God. 

With the history are inoorporated 
many interesting sketdhes of life .and 
feeling; and as a wholes we think the 
work will be judged creditable to the 
author, and profitable to the reader. 

The character of the work may be 
be better understood by an extract: 

" While Helen and her companions 
were thus engaged in * seeking that 
better part which can neve^ be taken 
away, Mary Dunbar and her party 
sought eagerly foi* all the pleasfiires 
and amusements which this vain world 
affords. They banished from their 
minds every thing of a serious nature, 
and openly ridiculed religion and all 
who profess it. They treated Helen, 
and those who associated with her, 
with marked neglect, and sometimes 
evpn with rudeness. Their former in- 
timacy seemed to be' forgotten. He- 
len's affectionate heart was* ofteh 
wounded by tiie cM treatment of her 



cousin and others, who were once her 
most intimate friends. She was con- 
soled, however, by the reflectiqn, that 
the fault was not her*8. When she 
was repulsed in her kind attempt to 
effect a reconciliation, she would find 
relief from the^ pain it occasioned her, 
by retiring to her closet, andpooting 
out her earnest supplications that, God 
would forgive them and bring them to 
repeiltance. 

** Mary received i\o reproof for her 
conduct fVom h^r parents. As they 
had never felt ^e power of religion 
in their owu hearts, . nor realized its 
importance, they thought it, was' quite 
unnecessary foi» young people to be 
troubling themselves about it Their 
daughter Mary was a great favourite^ 
and attracted more attention than any 
other girl in the Village. Her form 
-and features were unusually beautiful. 
Her vivacity, and, in many respects, 
irtteresting manners, secured to her 
the fiirst place in eyery fashionable 
circle of her companions. Her pa- 
rents were proud of her attractions, 
and spared neither pains nor expense 
to render her perfect i;i every thing 
which the world calls accomplishment. 
They had no desire that Mary should, 
at present, give her attention to reli- 
gipn. It was for this reason that they 
regarded with so mucU indiffeSrence,^ 
the interruption of her former mtima- 
cy with Helen. 

** The following Winter there was in 
Mr. B.'s parish an unusual degree of 
seriousness. It was not so general as 
to be properly called a revival of reli- 
gion, still it was sufficient to awaken 
die fears, ajid excite the opposition, 
of many wordly people.' An effort 
was immediately naade ' to obtain a 
dancing-school, tbr the purpose of a- 
musing'the young peqple, and di- 
verting their attention from the seri- 
ous consideration of the concerns of 
their souls. 

*<I-t is a matter of surprise as well as 
of regret, that there are person's who 
not only are unwilling to become 
Christians themselves, but use thdr 
utmost. endeavours to prevent others 
from becoming so. There are many 
parents, and those too Vh.o profess to 
believe in the reality of religion, and 
the necessity of a change of heait to 
be prepared for heaven, who uJb every 
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means, to bani^ from the mindk of 
their children all thoughts of their fu- 
ture and everlasting happiness. What 
must be the feelings of such parents, 
when they stand on the left hand of 
their Judge in the day of final retri- 
bution with their ciiildren, and are 
chargi^ by them with being the au- 
thors of their destruction! , Their mi-' 
sery in the future world will be aw- 
fully aggravated- by the presence of 
those whose immoi^al souls were en- 
trusted to their care, but who perish*' 
ed tbroug^h thev un&ithfulness and 
neglect * 

"The parents of Mary were the 
first, to patronise the dancing-school. 
In a short time a^large number of youiig 
people associated together for tiie pur- 
pose of wasting the long and pleasant 
wintet* evenings in mirth and folly. A 
splendid hall was procured, and ele- 
gantly fdorned with whatever could 
gratify the eye, or please the fancy*- 
An accomplisiied dancing master, with 
two or three excellent musicians, were 
procured from the neighbouring me- , 
tropohs, and every thing seempd to 
conspi|!e to render the dancing-school 
attractive and delightful Mary's pa- 
rents procOred for her, as many new 
apd fashionable dresses as she desired, 
and took much delight in the expec- 
tation that their daughter would far 
outshine any of her associates. 

"Mary was, delighted with the 
dftncing-school, and promised to. her- 
self a winter pf uninterrupted happi-' 
ness. She had al.Ways been accustom- 
ed to take the lead among her com- 
panions, in every. thing of this nature, 
and her ambition was never mo^e ex- 
cited than at this time. She now . 
thought herself happy, and she would 
often think of her cousin. Helen, and 
congratulate herself that she could, 
without the least restraint, spend all 
her time in attending dancing parties 
or other scenes of &shionablq amuse- 
ment. Sometimes, ort her way tOr 
these parties of pleasure, she would 
see some of her old companions going 
to a religious ineeting, a^nd she would 
feel for thfem a sort of pity, that they 
should sp6nd their t\me in so gloomy 
a manner, when they might, if they 
would, participate in all the fancied 
happiness which she enjoyed. She 
little realized how small was her en- 

Vot.vii.— r 



joyment'compared with that of Helen 
and h'ertJhristian friends, when they 
met together to pour out their souls 
t6 God in prayer; and to talk about 
heaven and the love of their Saviour. 
These were joys of which Mary had 
formed ' no conception. €he little 
Ihought that she herself was an object 
of pi^, and that she was remembered 
by her o)d companions in their daily 
addresses to the throne of Grace." 

Many alterations have be^n made in 
phraseology, and some omissioits were 
thought expe'dient ,* and we cannot 
withhold from the author a tribute of 
g^titude for his k4mlness, not only in 
pireparing with much labour, and fur- 
nishing the Society with a work so 
well calculated , to do ^od, but in 
submitting it, withoUf condition or 
compensation, to the disposition of the 
Committee. 



Conttuning akOehea of the Kfs, and 
character of twehe American women. 
Written for the American Sunday- 
School Union, and revised by the 
Committee of Publication, pp. 112. 
Whoever has i«ead '^Burder'a Lives 
of Pious Women,*^ must be sensible 
of the interest and value of female 
biogfraphies. The preservation of such 
examples of laith and patience, and 
meekness and holiness, as we hav^ in 
Miss ^mithf Mrs^ Carter ^ Mrs. Trim- 
mer, Lady Qlenarphy^ Lady Hunting* 
don. Lady Rafael itussell and others, 
is of great importance; as it is in the 
living character only, tlwit the influ- 
ence of^hese g^ees is to be seen, and 
the degree of it ascertained. 

The writer of the present volume is 
welt knpXim. She, has presented to us 
sketches 6t the Ji*es of Mrs. Mary 
Lhyd, Mrs: Sarah Edwards, Mrs. Je^ 
rasha Lathrop, Mrs. Esther Burr^ 
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Mrs. Abiggil Welk, Mrs, Martha Lau' 
rens Eamsay, Mrs. Rebecca .Mills, 
Mrs, Eleanor Emerson^ Miss Nancjf 
Emerson, MissMby Clark, Mrs, Sa- 
rah Cumming, and Miss Migail Pot' 
ter. If the stylei had heen more simple, 
and the incidents more vaiiou8|cl^ildren 
would have been, perhaps, more inter- 
ested in tl)ese t^iographies. But fa- 
milies, teachers, and older^meinbers of 
schools^ will not, V we trust, 'find ^ny 
difficulty oa this score ; and perhaps 
the scenes of life, and the traits of char 
racter, would have failed to attract the 
attention of the younger classes, >even 
if the style had been adapted to them. 
We can only add a single specimen 
<^ the character of the book, while 
we assure our .'readers, that the best 
biography is the longest, and the short- 
est is the most e^cceptionable. 

" As soon as they were capable of 
receiving religious instruction, she im- 
parted it liberally; early teaching them 
their miserable and corrupt- state by 
nature; thatithey were bom into a 
world of sin and miseiy, surrounded 
with temptation^ and without a po^ 
sibility of salvation but by the grace 
of God, and a participation ill the be- 
nefits procured for sinnefs by the 
atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ-; and 
at the same time that God was the 
hearer of prayer, the tenderest of* fa- 
thers, and best of friends, to those who 
put their trust in him. She early 
taught them to read their Bibles ; and 
that this might be done pleasantly^ 
the connected Mrs. Trimmer's prints . 
of Scripture history ; that it |nigbt be 
done with underatanding, she made 
them read, in /cortnexipn with their 
Bibles, Watts' Short View of the 
whole Scripture History ; aud^ as they 
advanced, she added iNewtOn on the 
Prophecies, and such books as connect 
sacred with pro&ne history, and the 
Old with the |^ew Testament ; ' so 
that the Scripture^, though written in 
widely remote periods, might appear 
to them an uniform', harihoiiious sys- 
tem of divine trufh. Of this blessed 



book she enjoined upon them to read 
a daily portion ; to prize it as the 
standard of faith and practice ; as a 
communication from heaven on eter- 
nal concerns; as the word of God, 
pointing out the only way to salvation; 
as a letter of love sent from their hea- 
venly Father, to. direct their wander- 
ing feet to the paths of truth and hap- 
piness. 

**' Asher children advanced in years, 
^e conducted her sons through a 
course of education, fitting them to 
enter college ; and her daufi^hters at 
homef through the several studies 
taught ip boarding schools. In every 
period of her adult age, whether sin- 
gle, or married, when from accidental 
circumstances she was the head of the 
family, and in health, she daily read to 
her domestic circle a portion of the 
Holy Scriptures, and prayed with 
them. On • particular occasions she 
would frequently pray with one or 
more individuals of it ; and regularly 
every Sunday with her young white 
artd black family, in addition to cate- 
chetical instructions given to both at 
the same time. In case cf temporary 
separation, extraordinary defliverance, 
providence, misconduct, or even of a. 
quarrel among her boys, she would 
take the parties and present them, 
with herself, before • the throne of 
g^ce, and in a solemn address to 
their common heavenly Father, and 
her covenant God, state all the cir- 
cumstances otihb case, and implore of 
Him, by His grace, to give them the 
temper, disposition, and views, which 
were suitable to their situation. She 
prized prayer as the confer does a 
key, which at all times givers him ac- 
cess to the pre^nce of his sovereign ; . 
and in all the important transactions of 
herhfe, resolved dn nothing till she 
'had previously sought direction of ' 
God respecting ii,'^-^Life of Mrs, 
Bamsay^ pages 61, 63, 63. 



SlCBTCHSS FROM THE BIBU; 

Written for the jStmerican Sunday- 
School Union, and revised by the 
Committee of PubUeation, pp. 67, 
(large type.) 

We have seen nothing of the kind, 
to which we can give more unquali<« 
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lied approbation. The tide was more 
simple, as the writer pire]&ared' it, but 
it was 80 nearly the same with the 
titlles of two or three other bookson 
our catalogue, that some confusion ^ 
was apprehended, if it should not be 
altered. 

Some of the chief excellencies of 
this Kttle ^ork, ast, that simplicity is 
cpmbined with.pc^e6t propriety of 
style; that there is a eonstant vftriet^ of 
subjects, and aU of them interesting to 
children; and that important practical 
truths are plainly exhibited, and judi- 
ciously applied to the hourly o<^ur- 
rences of a child's life. - ' 

We do believe that such a work as 
this will be- highly esteemed by all 
who have right yiews of the kind of 
reading which is suitable for children. 
That others may judge of the correct- 
ness of our opinion, we subjoin a few 
passages taken at random. 

**On.the fourth t^ay, God said. Let 
there be lights in the heavens to divide 
the day from the nighty so that we may 
cotint the days, and thoi seasons,, and 
the years. So God made two great 
lights; the greater light, which was 
the sun, to shine by day; and the 
lesser light, which was the moon, to 
shin© by liight. He tnade the stars, 
•also, and set t^ero in. their places in 
the heavens. And now the fourth day 
en^ed, and the world was finished. 
You may think how fresh and beauti- 
' ful it was* But though it was so beaii- 
tiful, it was very still; for there were 
no living creatures upon it. There 
were no birds to sing in die branches 
of the thick woods. There were no 
fishes to play in the waters. There 
were no cattle to eat griiss in the mea- 
dows. God saw the earth when it was 
made, and said that it was good; but 
there were Tio men and women to see 
and admire it, and praise God for his 
great . works. The sun went down 
that night on,a silent world." p. 8, 9. 
" My dear, children, let me ask you 
a plain question^ Do you remember 



thd Sabbath day to keep it holy? I 
will tell you what it is to keep the 
Sabbath holy. You must not do any 
work; you must not play about the 
house, or in the fields; you mutt not 
th'mk aboCit your playthmgs, and talk 
about them, and wish the Sabbath was 
over. When you rise in the morning, 
Tou must pray to God that he would 
help foM to keep holy the Sabbath 
day.' And you must ask your father 
and mother to talk to you about God, 
and tell you what you can do to please 
Hhn. And when you are at the Sun- 
day-school, yon must listen to every 
word that your teacher says, and try 
to r^memher it. And when the mi- 
nister prays, at churoh, you must try 
to understand him, and pray with him 
in your heart* And if you see any 
wicked 'children playing on the Sab- 
bath, you must tell them that God 
s^es them, and that God has said, 

Ji]BMSMaSR THS SABBAT^SAT TO K.BSF 
IT HOIT^" p* 20. 

After exhibiting, in simple forms, the 
amazing change which sin has brought 
upon all the world, -and upon all things 
in it, the child is taufght that — 

<*A11 these chi^nges show how much 
God is displeased with sin. Many 

f>eople seem to think th^t it is a very 
ittle ^hing to disobey God. But you 
learn from the story of Adam and Eve, 
that' God does not thinly so. And 
God knows, much better than. we do, 
how much evil is done by sinning 
Sgainst him. If it was a trifling thing 
to commit sin, do you tliink that God 
would have threatened Adam and 
£ve,vwith'such an awful punishment 
fox disobedience, as death to their bo- 
dies, and everlasting death to their 
souls? And when God wished to de- 
liver them and their descendants from 
a part of this piinidhment, would it 
have been necessary for Jesus Christ 
to do so much,'^ and to suffer so much, 
before they could be saved, if sin was 
a trifling thing? If it was a little thing 
to sin against God, would God have so 
changed every thing in this world, 
after Adam and Evfe had disobeyed 
him? When you think abotit it, I am 
. 8<ire that you will say, it is a dreadful 
thing to sin against God. I hop^ that 
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you will remember this when ybu are 
tempted to tell a lie, or to disobey your 
parents, or to neglect prayer, or to do 
any tiling that God lias forbidden. 
But you have already done whtft was 
wrong; and you have, displeased Qod. 
You cannot go to heaven, unless God 
forgives you, and glvea you a new 
heart. . What must you do? You 
must be truly sorty that you have of- 
fended fto good a God. Yo|i must go 
i^to your chamber, and kneel down, 
and confess to God, that you have 
been veiy wicked, and ask him. to par- 
don yon, and make you good, for the 
sake of hii^ Son. And you mu$t npt 
trust in any thi^g, or ^nyboiy to save 
you except in Jesus Cbriat For if 
he had not died for sinners yoil could 
not have.been forgiven." p. 60; v 

IVe hope an individual so. competent 
to fill one, post in this delightful and 
important xlepar^ment of religiousicdu- 
cation, will have health, and leisure, 
and inclinatibn» and grace, to <* oc- 
cupy" it till the Master comes. 



TH£ TEApUfiR's fkUTlV^ OlfT ., 

7b a Sunday-school Boy* Witl> an 
Original Engraving, pp. 36. Re- 
vised by tlie Committee of Publican 
tion. 

We had occasion, in noticing "Part- 
ing Advice,** published byHhe Society 
a few months since, to allude to the^ 
peculiar circumstances under which 
the separation takes place between 
a faithful, feeling teacher, and his 
pupil. The smaller and moi:e simple 
publication before us, has grjcat merit. 
It is a plain exhibition of a child's 
plain, daily duties, and cannot be read 
by an attentive, intelligent boy, with- 
out profit. It does not seem neces- 
sary to extend ^jir notice of it, inas- 
much as it can be pirrcliased for a 
few centsi and read in an hour. . 

We take occasion to express the 
hope that we shall soon be furnished 
by some friend of childeen^ who knows 



how to interest and instruct them, 
with twa more works of a kipdred 
character; one to become^' the T«ach- 
er9 Parting Gift to a Sundays-school 
Crirl,** and the other a present without 
any exclusive £tle 6r characters and 
whidh shall n^ver b^ unseasonable or 
unsuitable. 

xxxoiB or njBB bAiv, 

fVho died in Liverppbl, England, fkb. 
S, 1829, aged Twelve fears. Re- 
' vised by t& Committee of Publica- 
. tion. pp. 18. (large type.J 

Our readers ynW not have fbt^otten 
this deeply interesting illustration .of 
God's gracious^ promise, that those who 
seek him early shall find him, I( was 
published as an original article in the 
American Sunday-School Magazine 
for August, 1829; &nd the Committee 
have deemed.it well worthy of a m9re 
permanent form and a more extensive 
circulation. 

:As another of the cases of intelKgenjt 
and devoted piety in early childhood, 
which rest on unquestionable autho- 
rity, it is invaluable}, and in one or two 
points; especially in regard to the 
beqtiest of his Sunday-school hymn' 
book^'*My hymn-book J leave to my 
dear mo^Aa*"— cannot fail to excite ia 
the teacher's mind, a train of delight- 
ful Amotions.. 

MXXOia 07 HAlTjrAB UIPIET, ^ 

A Member of one of the Sabbath- 
schools in Jaoston, Revised by the 
Committee of Publication, pp. 16, 
(large type.) ' 

This interesting ^Memoir was pub- 
lished^, as an original article in .the 
last number of. the American Sunday- 
School Magazine; It is a wellrauthien- 
tlcated case of early piety. The 
facts were known to the B». Mr. 
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Gro8v^<»r/a Baptist.clergyman in the 
city of Boston, and his testimony is 
prefixed. 

XEMDIB OF S^SAK Bv JIAfiBLS, 

Who died at ^ew ffaveh, Ctmn,, 

Feb. 4, 1821, in the fiurkenth Year 

^ of her Jge, Revia«^ by the Com- 

' mittee of Publication, py. 2!^, {lar^ 

type,) with a frontispiece* 

This is not a new 'wctfk» plough it 
has never been before publiaiiedr.by 
the .American Suntiay-School Union. 
it W republished from the original 
edition without any alten^tioD, except 
that a few. words have been stricken 
out, and their place Supplied by thgse 
whicii s^em^d more intelligible to 
SundayoSchool readers. 

The ipultiplication of memdrs pf 
this character, is desirable. > Facts 
conc^min|^ the early religious charac- 
ter ^ children, sboidd not be givea to 
the world, unless on the authorfty of 
some responsible individual. And we 
hope the real, well-attested, and well- 
described cases of early piety, in»y 
soon become bo numerous^ as to expel 
fi«m every libraiy those of a doubtful 
or objectioniihle character. 

FOB TBB HOirTULT CONCEBT, 

February 8, 1830. 

The Sunday-school invites children 
to come thither, and; receive instruc- 
tion in things pertaining to their ever- 
lasting peace* 

It invites j9aren/« to. Sjcnd thither 
1&<^e to whom they have.^^ven beings 
whose infancy they have watched and 
nourished; and ia whose future honoui: 
or disgrace they cannot but be "sharers. 
With them tliey must ststnd at the 
judgment-seat of Christ ?, with them 
they must eternally dwell, t>r from 



them they must be eternally sepa- 
rated. 

It invites the churchy ako^ to look 
thither fdr her sons and daughters, who 
shall come up into th^ places of those 
who will ceaSe from their labours and 
>nter imo theii* rest 

And, ^^n, it invite^ the support 
and oonfidepce of the dvil eommtmUyi 
and promises to raise up a generation 
of temperate,- pwdent, industrious 
men and' women { who in' families, in 
neighbourbotods, and as citi^ns, shall 
be faithful and intelligent' ia the dis- 
charge of their duly. 

In answier to thn invitation, the 
eommuniiy have generally favoured 
the institution. Much patronage has 
been bestowed upon it in towns and 
parishes, where schools have been 
opened. < And its firmest fneads aii4 
most powerful advocates, are amongst 
the wisest, and best, and most ho- 
npv^ed of our dtiaens. And in re- 
turn for these favours^ a very large 
number of the .best characters which 
hJW^ recently begun, or are tiow be- 
l^nningi to give tiieir influence and 
example to the community, have been 
formed in Suiklay-schbols, Tempe- 
rance, sobriety, and industry, mark 
them{- iind they love and cberisli the 
great interests of mankind. The gra- 
tuitous services of sixty thousand 
teachers are contribute^* weekly, to 
increase ^the number of sUph charac- 
ters. 

Tfa^ chwek^ too, has done some- 
thing for Sunday-schools. Pi-ayers 
and supplications have been c^ered 
in their behalf; accompanied not un- 
frequently with liberal ahns. But in 
the cup" of blesangs which she has 
filled far them, they have filled to her 
double. It is supposed th^t of the 
children and teachers connected witli 
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the American Sunday-School Union, 
not less than thirty thousand have 
been taught by the Holy Spirit, and 
publicly professed their faith ^in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, after their Con- 
nexion with Sabbat-schools. 

Partnta have found themselvei) 
greatly aided and encouraged - in the 
work of training up their households 
in the fear of Crod« by the influence 
and advantages' of 'Sundiiy-schools. 
And where the means of mdral and 
religious instruction were denied them 
in their early years, parents have been 
compelled to ask from Sunday-school 
teachers all that instruction for their 
children, of which they deeply felt 
the need, and which they wpre there- 
fore entirely unable to bestow. To 
many parents the Sunday -schoolt has 
sent home more direct blessings^ of 
which eternity only can reveal the 
value. ■ ' 

The system which inWtes, andi has 
thus far' repud, this cohfide]Eice of 
thUdreny parenta, the churchf and the 
tror/(i7-receives its character and oon- 
sequence, under God, from Sunday- 
tehool teachers. Every teacher who 
takes his seat in a Su^da^r-school, 
yh^ually invites this confidence to be 
placed in him, He^ virtually asks 
children to come to hifn f6y- instruc- 
tion in things pertaining to life and 
godliness. He vh'tually'asks parents 
to surrender to kim the care of their 
children, for a portion of every Sab- 
bath. He becomes an object of inte- 
rest to the church, the mqment he 
undertakes to bring latnba. into the 
fold of the great Shepherd. And he 
virtually promises society, that if be 
may have the care of this and that 
individual, at a most important and 
interesting period, of their lives, he 
wifl exert himself to the utmost to fit 



them for the various stations of life, 
that they may fill them with credit to 
themselves, and with advantage to the 
community of which they may 'be 
members* 

This is the high and responsible 
place of every Sunday-school teacher. 
His feHow-labourerS) too;- cannot but 
watch his' course with a deg^e of 
anxiety and interest proportionate to 
the impprtance . of his work. They 
have, admitted him to the fidd, and 
esteem liim as one ^Ith themselves; 
and here, as in the -human body, such 
is fhe relation of the parts to the 
whole, that "whether One member 
suffer, all the member^ suffer with It, 

^ or one member be hondured, all the 
members rejoice with it." An incom- 
petent, careless, unfaithful teacher, 
is like' Achan in the camp of Israel— 
the whole army fails in its conflicts, 
and falls before its enemies, because 
tiie accursed thing is in the midst of 
it. \ 

. These considerations. are proper for 
the present occasion. We have as- 
sembled, according to a most wise 

. and profitable recommendation of the 
great body of our fellow labourers in 
this country, and as we trust, in com- 
pany witii a Isu'ge portion of them, to 
ask the blessing of Almighty God upon 
ourselves anc^ our servjces, as Sunday' 
school teachers., We have precious 
assurances that our enterprise is one 
of deep interest to Him whose arms 
once embraced, and whose blessings 

. once rested on, a company of little 
Childtfen. The great Teacher sent 
from God, .knows our frame, that we 
are dust; he knows our weakness, 
blindness, and ignoraiicer and if we 
ask in faith, nothing doubting, we 
shall receive strength, light, and wis- 
dom, from him who giveth liberally. 
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and upbniideth not. It becomes us, 
however, in connexion with .the de- 
lightful and precious privilegfes of thid 
hour, to review our doings, and to 
examine our qualifications and ' mo- 
tives. - ' 

it is beHeved thaf many teachers 
think lightly of their office. Perhaps 
they confine their preparatiqn for its 
duties to the Sabbath morning t and 
perhaps some enter the school without 
even this! The word of God is the 
boo^ of instruction, and lis'witbiii tbe 
reabh of eVery teacher, — but instead 
of aearehing it, meditating u^n .it, 
aetking there for truth " like to a mer- 
chdntman ae^ng goadiypearb; pray- 
ing for wisdom and light from above, 
to enlighten the eyes of their under-r 
standing, that they may teach in all 
wisdom, and May not be left to teaeh 
things which they ought not, — ^instead 
of this, they lean to their own under- 
standing; are satisfiec^ with attending 
at the appointed place, and near the 
appointed time; and while there, fed 
aa if they bad only to keep in one 
place, and hear what is to be heard, 
a4id see what is to be seen. Oh, that 
such teachers would hold their peace, 
till God should teach them wisdom; 
for they surely can understand neitl^er 
what they say, nor whereof they af- 
firm* 

. Does it require no* laborious, con- 
stant^ prayerful preparation, to pre<i 
«ent to the mind of a child the great 
trutha of the Bible, in a manner that 
shall interest his feelings, enlighten 
hia-mind, affect his conscience, and 
improve his heart? Is it easy to ex* 
plain to him, properly, the duties he 
owes to God and his neighbour, and 
which he is bound to practise in his 
childhood, as much as in his riper 
years? Is it easy to explain to him 



the moral condition in which he 
stands before God; and to point out 
to him the only way to escape from 
the bondage of sin, and the corse of 
God? Is it easy to impress upon his 
roving thoughta and way ward, affec- 
tions, some sense of the gi*eat love 
ivherewith Christ hath loved him, and 
of the obligation which b imposed 
upon him to give Ms earliest days, his 
purest thoughts, the spring-time of 
bis life, to the blessed Jesus, in return? 
Is no preparation of heart neceteary to 
come, on the Ao/y Sabbath, into some 
holy place, where God's koly presence 
is implpred, and there to open the 
holy Bible, ai^ teaeh children won- 
droua things out of God's holy law? 
Is this a circle of immortal beings^ 
cacl\ possessing a soul formed fbr in- 
concdyable happiness or wo— passing 
like a shadow; tbrbugK this world, to 
the judgment of the great day? Is he 
#ho now sits in the midst of them, to 
meet them there, and render an ac- 
count of this and eVeiy other > hour 
that he mky spefnd with them? And 
has he come here without deep search- 
ings of heart, and diligent preparation 
of mind» and fervent prayer for the 
Spuit^s holy infiuence to teach him 
the statutes of the Lord, that he may 
teach them fo others?* 

Be ^ured, fellow .teachers, that 
your duties and obligations are of no 
ordinary character. You have taken 
a place in t}ie vineyard of the Lord, 
where many eyes' are upon you; and 
where your unfaithfiilness, or neglect, 
or ignorance, may prove the ruin of 
some soul that you have invited und^r 
your care.. Your deficiencies and 
neglects may pass: unnoticed by the 
labourers around you, and perhaps 
th^y may be themselves in the same 
condemnation; but you cannot spend 
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the hours of a Saeda^-flchool, without 
involving younelf in deep and fefurAil 
respontibilities. Your business there 
IS of amsziBij^ interest The intercourse 
IS that of soul with soul rand it depends 
veiy much upon the preparation of 
jfotst understanding and heart, what 
the character artd result of this inter^ 
course shall be. . 

Such comiderations. us these must 
satisfy us, that it is not a light matter 
to occupy the seat of a Suhsat-scbool 

TXAGHXB. 

The 'mean^ are ftt hand, as you 
doubtless know, to qualify you for the 
duties of the office. The Bible you 
can read and study, and tliis, after all, 
is the grand instrument Books have 
been provided^ expressly to inform 
teachers how they may most profitably 
use the Bible, and how they may most 
forcibly teach "and exphin its truths to 
children. And more especially should 
you consider that a pubHcation* is 
issued monthly by the AmmeOn Sun^ 
day-School Umon, • at Philadelphia* 
which has reached the seventh vo- 
lume, and is now devoted wholly to 
th& service and benefit of i^unday- 
school ieaehera. Here you will find» 
from time to time, the results of ex- 
perience, the, history offsets, the sug- 
gestions of improveBKnt, notipeS of 
books for children and teaclkr^^in 
short, a periodical exhibition of the 
progress of Christian education. This 
work is commended to jpur special 
consideratiofi. No individual makes 



♦ The price of the American Sun- 
day-School Magazine is one dollar and 
fifty cents a year, in advance; and it 
may be oi*dered at »ny moment and 
forwarded to any part of the country, 
by addressing a letter to the Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the American 
Sunday-School Union,. Philadelphia. 



money by it. If it pays more than its 
own expenses, the surplus goes to 
increase the number and improve the 
character of Sunday-schools; and whe- 
ther it is a source .of gjBiin or loss^ de- 
pends entirely upon teachers. As it 
is designed for their u^e and benefit, 
they must and ought to support it, if 
it deserves support. -^ 

If we are not mistaken in our views^ 
teachers have yet to feel that there is 
somethmg*for them to do, which be- 
longs to ])one but them» The various 
objects^ of Christian' benevolence, 
which cUdm attention and patronage^ 
have engi^ed, in different degrees,, 
the labours and prayers of God's peo* 
ple$ and we believe it to be the de« 
sign of Providence, that each of thent 
shduld have a peeuUar and permaneni 
Merest in the hearts and prayers of a 
fewt while all may share the general 
inUreU and support of the chureh. 
^ There are men whose fir^i and 
deepest concern is for the degraded 
heathen abroad. The minds of others 
are turned particularly to the preva- 
lence qf ignoHince and irreligion at 
home. A third, ^ves hiteself to the 
circulation of the Bible; a fourth, to 
the distribution cif tracts; sind a fifth, 
to the cause of educating young men 
for the ministry^ of reconciliation. Now 
let them be followed in theur weekly 
or JDonthly^ labours, thoughts, and 
prayers, and will you find them wan* 
dering over the boundless fields re- 
ligious enterprise ? or will yqu find 
them toiling with indefatigable industry 
in those select portions jof it, to the cul- 
tivation and care of which their hearts 
and hands have been devoted? ^They 
feel, indeed, that the whole field is 
God's, that all the labourers are Hi^ 
and that the result desired ^nd sought 
by all is His glory. They rejoioe, too, 
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in the pnwperky whiclr atteads the 
labour of the husbandmen in any part 
of the vineyard. But still» their highest 
hopes, their first desires, their invokm^ 
tary tiof^hts^^-xre , upon the- work 
they have chosen. 

Is it so with the Strnday-uhgol 
teacher? Does his constant conversa- 
tion, the habitual course of l|is 
thoughts, the books he reads, the 
periodicals or publications for which 
he subscribes, the ineetings-^e loves 
most and attends best,— do all ^esb 
speak for him, that he is a devoted 
Sunday-^chool^teaeherf If he is asked 
to take a religious newspaper or ma^ 
gazine, does he say (if such 18 the 
Act) that he is a Sunday-echooltedeher, 
or superintendent, and therefore feels 
bound, as he can take but one,' to 
take ^t which will do most to quali- 
fy hhn foir Kis high and sacred duty? 
or does he, on the other hand, take 
any thing and every thing, nitlier than 
that wVich be most needs? 

The case we are conridering re- 
quires plainness of speech. Too 
much- is depending upon the system 
of dunday-schools' in this countiy, to 
trust an inch of the foundation to pass 
unexamined, o^ to spare the severest 
examination of th6 whole structure, as 
it rises upon the vie\i^. It is the duty 
and privilege of a Sunday-school teachr 
er, to support generously and steadily, 
all those grand and sacred enterpri- 
ses above mentioned* which are no 
less grand and sacred perhaps, than his 
own ; but let him remember, with 
peculiar interest, the peeuUarwotk he 
has assumed; let him look first a^the 
interest of the cause in which he has 
embarked; let him feel that that 
cause HAS 4 bight to look to him for 
services which it can expect from 
none but him and his fellow-teachers, 

V0L.YIL— 8 



and that if tkey fail,, the cause itself 
fails. , 

The impreflftion Which we dewre to 
mke and leaven ybur minds b this. 
The children of o\ir Sunday-schools — . 
their' parents^— the church— the com- 
munity haveassigned to Sunday-school 
teachers a most interesting and im- 
portant duty. No apology can be 
received ibrig^ora^ce, neglect, care- 
lessness, orincompetency^means ex- 
ist, in abund^nce^ by the use of which, 
teachers may fit themselves for their 
duty, and the obligation which rests 
on them to employ the means, is as 
solemn, as etemityi with its untold in- 
tcfrests, can make it \ and it may be 
snd to you, as a mother has eloquently 
said to parents, ^* O, if there is any 
tiding which should constrain us ait 
ear^ dan^n, when surrounded with 
mid-day cares — at evening hour ; yes, 
and i^. the wa^tches of the night, to 
entet into the eloset; if there is^y 
thin^ that diould. lead us to God, with 
a fervour of -supp^lication surpassing 
,that %ith wliich we plead for .our own 
souls, it is the early, conversion of our 
children." 



jgCASSACQUSETTS. 

Boston Sqbbath-&hool Union, 
On the evening of December 14th4 
the Society above named, composed 
of the Boston Congregational and the 
Boston Baptist Union, held their an- 
nual meeting together, at the Baptist 
chutdi in Federal street, in that city. 
The parents of the children, and 
other friends of Sabbath-schools, com- 
posed the assembly, and Bradford 
SwimeTi Esq, was appointed chair- 



The Jntroductory. devotional exer- 
cise was led by the Bev. Mr. Greeny 
and. the meeUng addressed by the Rev. 
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Messrs. Fairchild, Grosvenor, Green, 
Malcom, and Bullard. ^ 

The Bev. Mr, Qrmtvenor spoke of 
the danger " that instead of the sim- 
ple truths of the Bible, which are suf- 
ficiently level to the capacity of chil- 
dren, they should be learned to specu- 
late on subjects nbt suited to their 
tender age; and thus acquire -habits 
of thinking flind Reasoning, t6ndin^ 
to scepticism. He was .led to this, 
remark, from noticing some questions 
in the . books now in^ use, to solvje 
^hich, a Doctor in Divinity might re- 
quire half a day. He ho]>ed he might 
be allowed to speak plain — for Sab- 
bath-schools conducted to any consi- 
derable extent in this manner, might 
become as a mighty engine, at every 
turn of the wheels of X^i^^^s souls 
would be destroyed. Simple matter 
for children, and strong meat fopmen. 
Store their minds wivh passd^es^ from 
the sacred Scriptures, t^hich will be 
found the best method iA the. Jong J?e- 
sult." 

The Rev. Mr. Green mentioned the 
still existing difficulty of . obtainitig 
suitable teachers- and afte!P a course 
of very forcible remarks upon the du-r 
ties and quUific^ations,, a])d motfves of 
teachers, he spoke' of a particular one 
is follow* : . ~ 

"In pasapg throijgh the streets he 
often heard the ititost profane and im- 
pious language froni fittlte childi*e4], — ^ 
such as to make him shudder, ' arid al- 
most to look upon them as ilnonsters* 
while pity apd compassion for them 
filled his heai^t. To prevent the con- 
tinuance and spread of such a lieayenr 
daring sm, and to assidl vice in all its- 
forms, the Sa()bath-school teacher 
should feel constrained to use the 
greatest diligence and faithfulness." 

The observations of thte Rev, Mr', 
Makom were very eldlju^nt, and Ap- 
propriate, aud full of encouragement 
to the teachers and friends of Sunday <> 
schools ; and he was followed by the " 
Rev. Mr. Bulidrd, Secretary of the 



Massachusetts iSunday-School Union; 
who fitated tHe progress of the Insti- 
tution in that vicinity, and expressed 
his fears — ' 

"Lest the great design of these 
schools should, through the want of 
piety, or care, on the part of the 
teachera, in many insti^ncev he unac- 
complished, . and . effects the most 
dreaded result. 

^* Mr. B. also enlarged on the great 
importance of the scholavs continuing 
at the Sunday-school, until they were 
qualified to be teachers^the|nselves $ 
and he stated the injurious consequen- 
ces to be apprehended, from their 
le&ving school, as was often the case, 
at the ^ges of eleven or t^irelve." 



The county of Kennebec has recent- 
ly formed' a Sabbath-School Union, 
under the .name of the Kennebec 
County Sabbath-School Union, auxil- 
iar;y to t|ie Maine Sabbath-Sch<>ol 
U.nidn% 

Provision is made by the constitu-t 
tion for a meeting of the Manag^ei^ on 
the third Monday of every nionth. 

Resolutions were passed — 1. Esta- 
blishing a Depository for ^abbath- 
school books, at Augusta. -3. Recom- 
mending the Sabibath'Schodl Monthly 
Concei;t on the second * Monday of 
every mont)i, and a collection at that 
time for the increase of Sun'day-scliool 
libraries ;, and 3, the continuance df 
Sabbath-schools through the wint^t. 

PSNKSTLTAKIA. 

, The hew Governor of the State of 
Penhsylvahia, in his inaugural address 
says, emphatically, that 

' ** If there is a nation on the face 
of tlie earth, which, more than any 
other, is bound to be devoted ^ to its 
God by all the sacred tijss of gpratitude 
and love, that nation is the American 
people.^* 
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In the course of bis address he calls 
the attention of the Legislature to the 
subject of education, and to the con< 
stitutional provision for the establish- 
ment of schools throughout the state, 
and remarks, that 

** The philanthropic design, and pa- 
triotic intention of the framers of die 
constitution, canYiot, certainly, be pass* 
ed OTer with indifference by any legis- 
lative body, which views the subject 
of education, in all its important bear- 
ing«, as well with regaidfto the evils 
resulting to society froip a wimt of that 
moral and! scholastic instruclion, to 
which a large pojrtion of our citizens, 
who acre now destitute of the means of 
obtaining them, is doomed ; as in re- 
ference to the stability and permanen- 
cy of our free iostitutions, themselves, 
which must always materially depend 
on the virtue and intelligence of the 
people." 

The friends of the cause which 
Governed Wolf so abijr an^ eloquently 
advocates, will look with some interest 
for the. measures^that maybe adopted, ' 
at his suggestion, to secure that " mo- 
ral instruction,** the waht of which 
"dooms'* a *Mai^e portion of our ci- 
tizens" and society at larg^, to evils, 
Wluci^ we wish hj^d been more parti- 
cularly' spedfied, though we presume 
they are the same that Sunday-schools 
are labouring so laudably and success^ 
fully to obviate. 

CHRISTKAS eipt. 

Extract firom a letter to the Con«gponding Se- 
cretary, dated Pittsburgh, Dec. 26, 1829. ^ 

" • • * 1 send you the inclosed 
5520, being the amount collected on 
Chri^masday, in the Central Church 
in this city, after addresses had been 
delivered to the assembled teachers 
and chil(freAof the Union. The Board 
of the Pittsburgh Union send it to tlie 
parent society as a Christmas gift— a 



free-will offering from a small group of 
her numerous and widely scattered fa- 
mily, with the fervent prayer, that all 
her children, who have received so 
mahy favours from her lund and fos- 
tering hand, may not be backward to 
re9pond to her crying^ necessities. In- 
deed dkey feel that it would be but an 
expression of fiUal duty, as well as 
filial gratitude, should every auuliaiy 
school and Upion in our country, send, 
without delay, a collection, to aid the 
parent^ institution in supplying with 
juvenile aliment a juvenile world. 

^ *' IJIFAHT SCHOOLS. 

The controllers of the public schools 
of the city* and county of Philadelphia, 
have resolved to adopt Infant Schoob 
asapat^of the system of public in- 
struction. This measure, unquestion- 
ably the most important that has ever 
been adopted on this interesting sub- 
ject, We hope to be able to notice 
more fully. in a future number. 

ICAIlTtAHD. 

The Work done / 

In the fifth volume of the Magazine, 
(p. 134,) will be found notice of the 
first resolution ever adopted, contem- 
plating the estabFishment of Sunday- 
schools throMghout a whole State with- 
in a limited period. 

On the/th of April, 1828, the Sun- 
day-School Union of the State of Ma- 
r^l^md, undertook «* in humble reli- 
ance upon the aid of Almighty. God, 
in the space of two years, to institute, 
or cause or procure to be instituted in 
every town, village^ congregation, ao- 
eiett/, ot section of the State of ^ar}'- 
land, ..where it is practicable, a Sab- 
bath-school or schools, for the pur- 
pose of Instructing the rising genera- 
tion to read the sacred Scriptures," 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Maryland Sunday-achooL 



Fdbmaryj 



By a very interesting and full re- 
part> made to the Sodety, Nov. 1^ 
1829, it appears that the sacred pledge 
has been redeemed. . The'^ meetings at 
which the repoK was' presented, was 
held on the evening ^f that day in the 
Methpdlst Episcopal Church in I^i^ht 
street, Baltimore. The Rev. Mr. Sar- 
geant ofi the. Methodist Episcopal 
Church, introduced the services, and 
addresses were made bylhe Rev. Mr. 
Boyd, of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Philadelphia, who was 
present as a delegate from the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union, and also by 
the Rev. Mr. Bedell, of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Philadelphia, 
who was present hy special invita- 
tion. - , . 

We subjoin such extracts fixim tjie 
report as cannot foil, we thinkj/deeply- 
to interest the ^ friends of Suoday- 
schools. . . 

" It can now be confidently said of 
the whole state, that it has the mean^ 
of bringing all its juvenile population 
within the sphere of Sunday-school 
instruction. We rejiort an nicrease 
this year of seventy-eight sphool^ and 
about '6,000 children; making the 
whole number of schools in the state, 
at this time, auxiliary to our society, 
198, with 18,000 scholars. In addi- 
tion to this, our agents have contribut- 
ed to the formation sof several otlier 
new schools, who have preferred at- 
taching themselves to the unions of 
the Methodist and Protestant- Episco- 
pal Churches. The total' number of 
Sabbath-schools in our stat^, may he 
computed at 295, containing about 
30,000 schoW^ 

«*Our attention has been forcibly 
drawn to the strong religious influence, 
which appears to be exerted over the 
teachers of almost every school. Dur- 
ing tl^e year, between fifty anil sixty 
of those who entered these little nur- 
series of piety with the natural man'a 
ignorance of ** the things of the spirit 
o/ Gorf," have been brought by their 
instrumentality to view themselves in 



the true Gosf^el mirror, and are now 
happily gathered into the fold of 
Christ. 

•; What a del^itful verification of 
the sacred promise, * Ae thai waitereth 
others shall be tvatered also himseff,* 
Many of th^ children too, have made 
a profesaon of like precious faith in 
Christ: we will not pretend to state 
the preoiise number, but think it«an- 
jiot fall short of^wo hundred. While 
we are permitted to gather such brig^ 
trophies of redeeming grace, we must 
feel renewed encouragement and zeal, 
in a cause ^hich is so abundantly de- 
monstrated ^6- be the cause bf God. 
We trust that a'love for the privilege 
. and benefit of Sabbath^school tuition, 
is becoming more genersd among our 
yOttth ; it is manifested, we think, by 
the punctual and regular attendance 
of the Ichildren in many of the schools, 
who can scarcely be- detained from 
them by any but insurmountable, ob- 
stacles. In the lower parts of the 
state, during \he season of our autum- 
nal dVseswes, we are told they cannot 
sotnethne's be persuaded to remain at 
home, even when in the opinion of 
their teachers, they are too unwell to 
be ^t qchool ; in other placeV they at- 
tend faithfully, though obliged to walk 
from four to fiv^ miles. 

** III remote >ndtlimly settled parts 
of the state, unblessed with a regular 
or stationed ministryj the Sunday- 
school has been made S.pleasant and 
profitable means of grace to. the sur- 
rounding neighboiiniood 4 .In other 
(quarters it has had the, effect of arous- 
ing the people from their state of spi- 
ritual apathy and insensibifity, ancf the 
building of churches is now talked of, 
where the sanctuary of the Lord was 
unsought and unknown before. It 
brin^ the Bible to their homes and 
firesides ; they become imperceptibly 
interested in the words which fall 
from their children's lips, who repeat 
in the fiimily circle the lessons they 
receive at sphool i the subject of reli- 
gion b presented to thfem in its most 
winning andattractive garbj and pnany 
parents have been thus drawn« for the 
first time, to a serious and candid ex- 
amination of the Scriptures. The ex- 
tent of the influence which a single 
school may, in this manner, exert over 
a neighbourhood, is incalculable, and 
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can only be estimated in the day of 
eternity. 

" We feel very grateful that we.ai« 
enabled thus pubFicly to announce, 
within the ispecified time, the com- 
plete redemption of our pledge to es- 
tablish a Sabbath-school or schools, in 
''every town, village, congregation, 
society, or section of the State of Ma- 
ryland, where i^raeticable.^ Yet we 
would npt disguisC' the fact^ 'tiiat our 
labours canngt be conndered at an 
end : continued' exertions will be ne- 
cessary, to preserve the fruits of aor 
' totlSj Our trust is in Him whose smile 
on our efforts hath caused them to 

groduce such glorious results, and we 
ope for the Continued co-operation 
of those by whose ftiendly and valua- 
ble as^stance we have beeii thps ht 
sustained and cheered in mt wotk. 
We entertain no fbrebbdingpi of disap- 
pointment, biit feel resolved to rertew 
our exertions with a fresh and more 
hearty zeal { we cannot believe that 
this enlightened community will per- 
mit the benefits of aH their former 
means^ and prayers aiid labours, to be 
suddenly' lost ; they will per^tuate 
and extend these benefits. 

" The Managers liave recently been 
led <o view witti deep concern and in- 
terest, a class of the youth of our city, 
denominated JppreriticOf who'. seem 
to a certain extent, lobe deprived .of 
the religious privileges of the present 
day. .At .that critical and ihterestang 
period of lile, wheii the character is 
about forminf^, and the future^ man re- 
ceiving a lasting bias for good or evil, 
it is all impbrtant that some substitute, 
in their case, diould be devised for 
the Sunday-school, from which their 
si^e and age, united to a false shame, 
appear to exclude them. We regard 
them as forming a very valuable part 
of society, and believe that the timely 
infusion of correct moral principles 
into their youthful minds, 'must prove 
of incalculable benefit to themselves 
and to the community at large. In a 
ncigbouring city,* an Jffprenticet^ 
Church has been for some tune in suc- 
cessful operation, under the charge of 
an able and pious clergyman. Instruc- 
tions are dehvered from the pulpit, in 



• Philadelphia. 



Bibleclassea^ and in fiuniliar lectures 
on moral and religious subjects, adapt- 
ed particularly to persons of tiieir ag« 
and condition. Th^evidences of their 
mc^ral improvement are in the highest 
degiee satidactoiy. We learn that 
more than ont hundred young men 
give evidence of a change of heart, aU 
of whom are now actively engaged in 
promoting the cauae of religious be- 
nevolence. We have appointed a 
committee to take die subject into 
connderation, witii instructions to car- 
ry it into effect as soon as possible, 
and are in daily expectati<m of receiv- 
ing their report." ^ 

Among many interesting facts which 
the report furnishes, illustrating the 
influence of Sunday-schools, we have 
«>om only for tlie following : 

•* A little, girl belonj|;ing to one of 
our schools, after being absent about 
sx months, voluntarily returned and 
mads to the sup^tendent a profes- 
sion of a change of heart, ^he has 
since joined the Afethodist Episcopal 
Church, and exhibits in her deport- 
ment the. character of a believer in 
Jesoa . 

« The father of another scholar ac- 
knowledged to her teacher, that she 
was the cause of his taking a pew in 
the church. He had not previously 
been in the habit of attending any 
place of public worship, but now he 
is a constant and serious hearer of the 
word. 

"The moriier oV the g»l alscr ex- 
hibits an anjdous stat'e of mind, and 
we have strong hopes that both her 
parents and her grandmother Hiay be 
brought by her instrumentality to a 
^knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Jesus.' 

'** The son of one of our most re- 
spectable citizens, waS a member of a 
SaM>ath-school a few years since ; * 
within a few months past, he has been 
made bsmpy in the possession of « the 
pearl or great price,' and acknow- 
ledges^ that it was while a Sunday- 
scholar he first received those di- 
vine impressions which followed him 
thjk)ugh cliildhood and youth, and fi- 
nally resulted in the conversion of his 
soul. 
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** One school reports fourteen of the 
boys as having^ taken a decided stand 
on the Lord's side within the year. 
Six of the eldest have joined, the 
Church, and appear to be sincerely 
deterxhined to * walk as becomethtbe 
gospel of Christ.' 

** The Superintendent observes that 
a * connderable outward change is 
manifested in several of the scholars; 
children who were notorious for wild 
and romping manners, now spend the 
time formerf^ devoted to play, in read* 
ing the Scriptures, and committing 
hymns to memory. In one instance a 
^ little giri of ten years of age takes 
' great pains in teaching her 3rounger 
brother, retiring regularly with him 
at night, to hear him repeat his infant 
prayers.'" 



VIlL&IiriA. 

« Union of Church and Stait,^* 
Sunday-achoql ttacherM and advo- 
eates, may sometix^es be assailed- by 
this cry,* and if their own good sense 
does not furnish them with iirgu^ents 
numerous enough and strong enough, 
they can take one from t|ie li(»s of a 
member of the late Virginia Conven- 
tion, Mr. Brodnax. The subject Un- 
der discussion, was a motion to strike 
out a clause in the old constitution, 
exduding clergymen from the state 
legislature. The motion was reject-r 
ed — twelve oAly voting to strike out, 
and among theih ex-president >ladi- 
son. Mr. Bro'dnax was opposed to 
striking out, and thought ihihisters 
should not mingle with poUtical bo-, 
dies; but 

•* He entertained indeed," he, saicl, 
** no fear as to a Union of Church and 
State in this country. The fears of 
our forefathers, he bc^eved, were well 
founded; but the progress of the time, 
and thq division of theXhurch.into 
four, five, or six, he might almost say 
into four, five, or six thousand, diifer-f 
ent fragments, rendered that danger 
nugatory. This was the best and 
strongest of all guards on that sub- 
ject." 



KBl^TUeKT, 

The Governor of Kentucky, in his 
annual message to the legislature, 
hopes that the •• State's moiety of the 
net income," (of a penitentiary) "will 
be sufficient to make provision for 
t^ieir (the convicts') moral and-xeli- 
gious instruction, to employ competent 
teaehere of iSfunday-schooby" he. Are 
not competent Sunday-schoc4 teachers 
to be had there without pecuniary com- 
pensation? 



IrSWTOllK. 

It is with pleasure that we find the 
subject of Sunday-schools gaining 
mo^ and more, the connderation and 
esteem of ^ose whose official or per- 
s<^nal influence is extensively felt. 
Much of the prejudice which exists 
against them would be removed, if 
men who ai*e considered wise and pru- 
dent, were more opei^ in their com- 
mendation of these institutions. 

' Jf the question asked by the preju- 
diced Pharisees concerning our bles^ 
Lord-!-*' Have any of the rulers be- 
lieved oft him," could ,have been an- 
swered in the affirmative, we have 
reaaon tO suppose that the number of 
his ]ulherents would have 'been en- 
larged, though nothing might have 
been added to the credit or strength 
Of the nttle baiid of diflciples. 

' ThefoUowing o^re extracts from the 
late Message cf the Governor of the 
State of New York to the legislature. 
" The infant schools are of recent, 
introduction. This noble charity ia 
looked upon with great interest by 
those who feel for suffering humanity, 
and who have enlightened notions of 
the effects of early impressions upon 
the human mind. Children of the 
poorest class are received at the early 
age of eighteen months, and taken 
care of during the day, while such of 
their mothers as are well disposed, pur- 
sue their daily labours. None but 
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those who have witnessed die disci- 
pline of these schools and its efTectSy 
can have an adequate idea of the a- 
mount of useful knowledge which can 
be conveyed, hy an ingenious and no- 
vel mode of instruction, into the minds 
of these snuJl children. It is to be 
hoped that the attention of humane 
individuals will be more effectively di- 
rected to this subject and that by 
their contributions, and suitable aid 
from, the legblature, Uie amiable la- 
dies who have these institutions in 
charge, may be enabled to extend 
their care to all who are in a cona- 
tion to need it. '" 

, ** The numerous chairity and, Sun" 
day-schools throughout the state, are 
exerting a great power in the preven- 
tion of pauperism and crimel ' In this 
countiy the greater part of pauperism . 
and crime, results irom idleness and 
intempei^ance, and Want of instructioa 
and bad example are .^e primary 
causes of these vices. Th6 institu- 
tions which I hav6 noticed strike at 
the root of the evil." 

KOTtCSS. 

We feel indebted to a kind friend 
for furnishing us with a full report of 
the proceedings of flie Union Sunday- 
School Meeting in Boston, Dec^m|i>er 
14th. We had room, however, only 
for the statement which will be found 
on a previous page. 
^' (Xj^ A sentiment is advanced In Dr» 
Fiske*a letter; pp. 33 and 34, on the 
subject of ivDo achoob in ifie day, which 
we did not think it rigfit to suppress, 
whatever our own views on this sub- 
ject might be. We wish' it to be un- 
derstood by our readers, that the pub- 
licatibn of a communicated article, 
with or without comment, is no evi- 
dence of our concurrence in all the 
writer's views. If there is enough iri/ 
it, that we do cordially approve^ to 
justify its publication, and nothing de-. 
cidedly objectionable, ■ it is never ex- 
cluded on account of opinions to which 
we do not subscribe. ' 



▲VSnVSBSAET SBBMOK. 

At a stated meeting of the oflicetB 
and managers of the American Sun- 
day-School Union, held at their house 
in PhUade^huh Oct 13, 1829, it was 

^ Eeaolved^That the Rsv. Dm. 
Watlasd, Prendent of JBrman Urn- 
vtnUy^ (R. I.) be requested to preach 

A SVVDAT-SCHOOL SSBXOIT, OU the 

evening preceding the anniversary 
of the Society, in May next" 

It is with %tt9X pleasiue we state 
that Dr. W. has acceded to the wish 
of the Board, and the particular ar- 
rang^ements for the interesting occa- 
npn, wiQ be made known hereafter. 

▲VXIUAUSSy 

MteognUed $inee November, 

Huniiony,Ky. £. Holsclaw, Pre».y Kenneth 

IPqof, Sec, 
St. John*! Chareh, New London X Roadi, Pi. 

Rer. Qeo. Kirkie, Prt», 
Duck Credc, Ohio. Rev. James Lyon, Tretu, 
iMxti 9. S., Middletown, Ohio. Fimneif 8. 

lltiiB, Treoi, 
Lesing^ton, Va. Jdin B. Camphdl, Sec» 
Morlatten, Pa. tin. Mlntxer, See* 
Smyrna, DeL, £piseopal. Sanrael Woodall, 

Sec. 
Neweutie. Ohio. Rer. A. Steele, Ptet. 
Mount Molly, N. /., Baptist. Jno. W. Coxe, 
' Treea, Mn. H. F. Sheppavd, See, 
BlountiriUe, Tenn. Sam. Rhea, Ptnv., Wm. 

Dury, Stx. 

DONATIONS reeeired by Uie American Sun- 
day-School Union, fhxm December ISth, 1820, 
,to Jahuairy ISth, 1830, inclarive. 

I. XlHISTXBf XSVVSBS VOB UK, 

By the payment of thirty doHara^ and 
upwards. 

Rev. Peter Wolle, of Philadelphia, by a 

friend in N. Carolina! ^30 00 

Rer. Sylretter Graham, by Mn. H. & 
.Mn. R, H. Vail, memben of the 
Xru'Wn-atreet <^hureh, 30 00 

Rev. Wm. S; Potu of St. Louis, Misso. 
by memben of hi» congtegation, per 
C.P. Grosrenor, 30 00 

^er. John Boynton, Phipsburg; Maine, 

' contributed by his Society, par A. 
DrumnMod, Jr. and Rer. J. E. . 
Welch, 3»00 
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II. OTHXI^ HIXB1U18 VOB KCn« 

Byth^paiyment of thirty. doUars wtd 

Chief Jnstioe J. ManUall, of Ri^hmonil, 

Vs. 830 00 

Lo«kwMd DeToKst, of New Yoifc, («15 
before paid^ 15 00 

. m. AinrVAK 8UB8CBIBKH8, 

By the payment of three doBan and 

upwards. 
John S. Chanben, of Trenton, N. J. 

1830, S3 00 

Ann Sterringor, 1830, 3 00 

J. M. Wright, 18S^ & 1880, 00 

J. H. BnlUejr, 4 50 

Leonard Jewdl, 1830, 3«) 

J. P. Sutderrao, Mtlton<i830, 3 00 

Wm. Namau, 1838-S0-30, 9 00" 

Joae^ Huber, Danville^ Ky. 3 M 

S. B. Ludlow, 18S8-39nS0, ~ 9)09 

A city member, 1837-8-0, 9 00 

£. R. Wiley, N. York, 1890, ' 3 00 

T. T. Skillman, Lexington, Ky. 3 OO 

IV. HlSfllOXTABT TUVn. 

IfUttatary Suheenptioru to constitute 
the following Sdieties jtuxikary. 

Motmt HoUy, N. J., Baptirt S. 8. 03 00 

BlountSTille, Tenn., S. S. 3 00 

Ftemingaburg, Ky., S. S. 3 00 

Donoiions* 
Phibdelphia Monthly Coneert of Prayer 

fbr Deoember, 18S9, of which 81 90 

is finom FemiAe S. S. of Pint Presb. . 

Church, — ■ 9)jio 

From the chiMK^n of a Simday-edwo] 

in Fhiladdphifl^ 3 55 

HeedTcd from Female 8. S. Aaaociation 

of Fint Presb. Ch. Phihdelphia, 30 00 

From Philadelpbia Western Monthly 

Concert of Prayer, Oocember) 1829, 3 07 
Hartford Co. (Conn.) S. S. TJ., first 

quarter's paym^t for the anpport of 

a S. S. Ifiasionary in the Valley of ^ . 

the Mississipjp, per N. Smith Jr. 

Treasurer, 
Joseph C. Homblower, 
John. Taylor, 
• Jesse Baldwin, 
WUfiam Tuttle, 
Hemy Holdfen, ' ^ 
Peter Jaeobos, 
C. J. Graham, 

Isaac Nichols, / . ^ 

Alady, 
Luther Goble, 
Philadelphia Monthly Coneert of Prayer 

for January, of which 87 1-8 ceMs 

are from Fem. S. S. First Presb. th. 



100 00 
500 
.500 
300 
50O 
200 
800 
800 
100 

' 100 
300 



V. D0KATI0K8 TO THB OSlfXRAL HiSfSH. 
F. T. Peet, of New York, " £50 00 



•niends M Louisa tooxi liouse, Va. 014 o(r 
*Fo6nds at PowhaCtan Court House, Va. t SO 

^Frieiids in Centreville, Va. l 25 

Walter Lowrie, of Washington, Pa. 85 00 
S6c<md Presb. Church of Wilmingtoo, 
(Dd.) per Rev. R'W. Gilbert, pastor, 

anil Rev. Robert Baird, Gen. Agent, 70 00 

Matthew L. Bevan, . , 50 00 

Wm. Page, Rutknd, Vt. 50 

fFred. Erringer» of Crown.«tkeet Ch. . 10 00 

tFied. Oaul^flo. 5 00 

tJam«« Peters, do. 5 00 

tMifihael Reed, do. 5 00 
fjanpes M»Clure, do. i- .5 00 

^Charles (yXeal, Charleston, S. C. 3 iOO 

tisrael C. Anthony^ do. ■'/ 5 00 

tCharles Edmoaston, do. 80 00 

ichaHes Tempan^ do. 5 00 

$Mr. Toyey, do. 8 00 

tMr. Hatl^do. • 8<K> 

4Mr. Dukess do. ^ 8 00 

tCharks M^Iptire, do. 10 00 

^Thomas Fleming, da ^ 80 00 

tGeorge B. Gitianis, do. 5 OO 

M. doming, do. . ■ 5 00 

^IThomas Napier^ don 10 00 

(Charles Ctetitei d(>. ' ^ 5 00 

tMr. Mitchell, do. \ . 150 

tCharks T. Fem, do. ' 3 00 
tMr. Caldwell, do. /] ^100 

tBasil LunnCaA, dok 8 00 

♦J. Carter, CamdenjS.'C. 5 00 

W. Cipks, do. , 3 00 

(Mrs. Marjf Carter, SuOipter, 8. C. * 2 00 

(Mrs. Scott, Darlington, S. C 1 00 

XDt. Hart, willkmsburg. 8. C 8 00 
From teai^iers aiid diildren ef the Pitts- 
burg^, -Pk, S.--S. V*9 being a eollee- 
. tion in the Central Church, of that 

city, on Christmas day, 20 00 

Q;y It has been thonglit inexpedienC 
to continue the monthly account of 
money received in payment for Books^ 
for the fbUowiDg, among/ other rea- 
sons: , 

1. It occupies space that is wanted 
for mote valuable purposes. 

2^. It is often confounded by the 
cun<}ry i«ader, with^ receipts of money 
in donations and on subscriptions. 
. 3, It is not, necessary, inasmuch as 
];eceipts are generally furnished in the 
individual casesy and always^when de« 
nred. 



• By Rev. J. E. Welch* 
^ By Rer. S. Graham. 
I By Mt. Riebard Hooker. 
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NEW SYMPATHIES INSEPARABLE FROM A NEW HEART. 



far the Amaican Simd«y-S.cho<d'Mag«rinc* 

** On Sabbath last I visited ^ school 
of two hundred children. It was the 
half yearly day for distributing reward 
books. The childrep were drawn up in 
a triple semicircle, in the centre of 
which I stood. Each successful can- 
didate successively stepped forward 
and received from my hand a * Young 
Cottager,' and from my lips a short 
exhortation and blessing. Not an eye 
was diy, and my own with difficulty 
allowed me to go throug'h the simple 
and interesting cej'emony. One j^irl, 
who was two years'since converted by 
God's blessing on the tract, as she 
approached me, was so affected, that 
she dropped on her knees and burst 
into tears." — JSeene in Scotland fiom 
Rev. Legh Richmon^s Memoirs, 

The trivial incident of every day 
occurrence, above narrated, has about 
it a touching pathos and a depth of 
feeling of veiy sin^lar and extraordi- 
nary interest. Is it at alF like any in- 
tervitew of which we have tver 'read 
between a writer of entertaining fic- 
tion, and an excited admirer of his 
amusing nages? Does the homage of 
this child bear the slightest resenii- 
blance to the enthusiastic admiration 
of a young scholar, upon forming a 
personal acquaintance with an illustri- 
ous professor of the liciences? Is there 
Vol. VII.— 9 



not a^epth and smcerity of emotion 
attendant on this interview, strangely 
disproportioned, in the .opinion of an 
unconcerned observer, to its apparent 
impor]tance^ What could have been 
its secret, b.ut very powerful cause? 

The first impulse, in the mind of a 
witness of 5uch a scene. Would most 
probably be to subdue the slightly 
sympathetic emotion, which the sight 
of tean never fails to awaken^ and 
with this effort, the entire impression 
of the interview, would be very likely 
to fade forever away. But suppose it 
should not — suppose the exceeding 
simplicity and truth of the emotion, be- 
trayed by this yoimg person, should 
have riveted the attention of a reflect- 
ing and inquisitive mind, and that he 
should have felt strongly impelled to 
account for the depth of feeling which 
he had seen exhibited, what would 
have been the current of his thoughts? 

•That girl ceMainly seemed over- 
powered . with an intensity of feeling, 
which greatly astonished me. Was it 
the mere trickery of a public exhibi- 
tion, got up to surprise and excite the 
spectators? Or was liar's 4i heart of 
moi:e than ordinary sensibility, that a 
pageant which left others Unmoved, 
should have had such power to excite 
her? It is impossible for me to doubt 
that there were moved within her 
some of the deepest and most unaffect- 
ed sympathies of the heart. I must 
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believe that her eoiDtion was too strong 
for artifice, and too sincere to have 
sprung from any faiai^ or artificial ex- 
citement. 

Perhaps she haft h^mxi taught froni 
earliest childhood^, ta. look up to this 
travelling stranger with extravagant 
veneration, or recent measui^es have 
been employed to work upon her fer- 
vid imagmation, and tp persuade her 
that he is the ' greatest of men. But 
no; I am told that she has known no- 
thing of him until lately, and that all 
she now knows is^ simply, that he is the 
author of a little story bookt of less 
than an hundred pages, over which she 
has been seen to shed an abundance of 
tears. What strange fascination xan 
lie concealed between the covers of 
this little tract? 1 will re&d it atten- 
tively and try to solve this extraordi- 
nary mystery. A touching -little nar- 
rative is this truly: but nothirig.io it of 
love and romance; nothifig of hair- 
breadth escapes, or persecuted inno- 
cence; nothing of cruel guardians, 
blighted affections, or broken hca^'ts; 
nothing whatsoever exciting to the fan- 
cj of a moon-sck girl. It contains a very 
simple relation of the sickness, and 
death of a truly reHgioiis and sensible 
child, who appears, lOF'One $o young, 
to have been a very strange, but happy- 
enthusiast. And to my mind, it is 
absolutely amazing how a lively and. 
gay young creature could ev6r hgve 
ibutld it In her heart to read such at 
story; and still more inexplicable, 1k>w 
that story should ' have opened the 
. well-springs of some of the deepest, 
and strongest feelings' in the humaa 
heart; and ^establisK a sympathy be- 
tween this g^rl, and a strange and ra- 
ther elderly gentleman^ $s deep and 
passionate, as between a father and k 
lost but repentant daughter.' ' 

Under the excitement .df this per- 
plexing inquiryi^it occurred to me that 
there might be involved in the; case 
something of that secret of religiotis 
feeling, which I have often had occa- 
sion to observe amongst pious people, 
and I resolved the^'efore to speak to 
my' uncle on . the subject. ' He is a 
great admirer of Mr. Richmond, said 
I, and perhaps, he can explain the cas^ 
to my satisfaction. 

When 1 had unfolded -my inquiries, 
and expressed the extreme perplexity 



in which the matt^ appeared to mc 
involved, my uncle smiled, and simply 
remarked, that he hoped I should soon 
t>e able to fathom the rojrstery; for 
said he " new sympathies are insepar- 
able from a new l^eart." I know not 
fully yet what he meant, but from the 
foHoi^g explanation which be gave 
of the strong feeling manifested by 
the young lady on being presented to 
the Rev. Mr. Richmond, I see the mat- 
ter partiisdly explained. 

With regard to her feelings towards 
my reverend friends said he, they are 
hcfr's in commpp with thousi^nds in our 
own land^ and in almost all other 
parts! of the world, who look up to him 
with the pure and thrilling emotions 
of admiration and love, as their bpib- 
XTUAL FATHxii. Would to God we had 
ideas an4 feelings in common on this 
suDJect, and that you could understand 
my^meaning, when! say, that the dear 
girl whose evident emotion^ you <find 
it^ so difficult, to comprehend, consi- 
ndered the author of the little tract 
you have read, as having been the ap- 
pointed instrument ^bf conveying the 
true elements of a holy and happy im- 
mortal life to her soiil, by a spiritual 
new birth; as truly as dhe owes, under 
(Sod, her natural life to her earthly 
ppents: And puF moral nature, obe- 
dient to a stroi^, grateful impulse, and 
}>erhaps also, to an undefinable affec- 
tion Suited to this spiritual relation, 
knows no purer or stronger earthly tie, 
tlian the love which bin&^ new heart, 
to the pious individual, if kno^n, to 
whose instrumentality^ the fiwt and 
deepest religious impressions are to b^ 
attributed. Can you nOt conceive, 
then, that the young person whose 
case J^estedyour attention, was sway- 
ed by genuine, aiid very intense emo- 
tion,/ when she behel4 for the first 
time, that honoured being, to whom, 
mor^ than to any other person on 
earth, ishe felt the gratitude and devot- 
ed attachment due from a child to its 
spiritual father? One whom she re- 
cognized, as the honoured instrument 
of that new birth, whose holy instincts, 
exalted privileges, and sublime joys, 
were and are inexpresnbly mor^ dear 
and precious to her, than the. life or 
inheritance, which she has received, 
from her earthly parents? 

And, as to the absopbing interest 
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mid passsionatefi^ingfwitli which she 
studied the little tnct, of the mystery 
of whose magical Influence you have 
told me, and which I have myself 
many times witnessed, to me it. is a 
very explicable and deligl^tful thing;* 
and I will not despair of making it par- 
tially intelligible even to your mind; to 
all whose faculties, however, it will 
never ap^ar in the light of absolute, 
certain^, and with ^U the simplicity 
cf second nature, until God nhall en- 
due you with the new sympathies of a 
flew heart. You understand, I very well 
know, the peculiar satisfaction Which 
the mind feels in reading the detiul? 
of tts own hidden operations, in the 
profound and eloquent'disquisitioi^s df 
such men as Karnes and Brown. 
Grant that, obedient to certaimkno^^, 
because divinely revealed, laws^ th^ 
hearts of all real Christians are subject 
to the same deep and jS6werful exer- 
pises, you can understand, in part, 
why the detail of -these ezeiicis^s, will 
intereist truly piOus , readers. You 
also nndeniUnd w))y. those in^ho are in- 
fluenced by tiie strong impulse of a 
leading passion are profoundly inter- 
ested, each with^the work b^st suited 
^ his taste; and particularly why the 
passion emphatically denominated love 
lends a charm to books, and derives a 
thrilling and intense . excitement from 
their perusal; while their pages appear, 
to all but the young and the excitable, 
inexpressibly vapid and dull. Just 
suppose it true, that inward relig^ou» 
devotion to God, and holy lave fo? 
the Saviour, by spiritual regeneration, 
become the absorbing master-pas- 
sions of tile soul, more' deep, mors 
thrilling, m(fre eager, than all natural 
]}assions'in their strongest combina- 
tion, and in their highest excitement; 
wilj not that result be realized, which, in 
the case of a particular ypunff person, 
first arrested your attentiorif Under 
such a supposition, should you not 
expect .tb see her read the Bible, 
where all the workings and s^ptoms, 
indeed where Wl the qbjccts an^ 
sources of this master-passion are to be 
found, with unutterable devotion and 
delight? Should you not expect her, 
alsoi to find food and tordials'*— pre-* 
cious recollections and sympathies- 
stirring ap[)eals, and thrilling allurions, 
in the recital of the Experience of > 



other hearts, under the swaf of the great 
principle which by the grace of God 
nas taj^en entire possession of her own 
heart? Need I give to a mind habitu- 
ated to yield to evidence, and to pur- 
sue inquiries upon strictly inductive 
principles, any stronger fact,.thui the 
one which you have yourself witnessed, 
that this is the great secret of all real 
heart-felt piety :-^hat a »sw bxaht 
is the seat of the strong sympathies, 
whose outward manifestation has per- 
plexed you; and that it must be as 
much impossible for a person, witliout 
the implanting of this hew beast 
within him from above, to compre- 
hend its va^ous workings^ or to par- 
take of its holy and delightful sjrmpa- 
thieA and joys, as for a child to com- 
prehend the workings of the passions 
of men — as/oi* a mathematician to un- 
derstand the thrilling emotions of a 
poet-^-orfor a superannuated miser, to 
enter injto the breathless delight of the 
gay, unreflecting, and extravagant 
devourer of novels.— 7** Bui the natu- 
ral man rheeiveih not the things of the 
Spirit of God; for they are fooUihuum 
unie him/ ndiher can he know them^ 
beediue they are apiriiuaUy discerned*" 
1 Cor. ii. 14. 

I retired to my chamber, compre- 
hending in some degree the ezpla&s- 
tSon of my uncle; but amazed, if the re- 
ligion of which he spake be true, how 
any other should ever piass instead of 
it; ah(\ convicted in my own con- 
science, that if such a religion be 
essential to eternal happiness, I bear 
in my own bosom the sentence of ex- 
clusion frojn heaven. ' 

A. G 3f. 



REVIEWS. 

THE INiPAirT's PBOSBSSS, 

,IVom the ^ Vatteif of Destruction I0 
Everlasting Glory.'— By Mrs. Sher- • 
wood., Kfevised by the Committee 
of Publication, pp. 196. With an 
original engraving. 

We have many things «*laid up,*' 
against Mrs. Sherwood, but she hiis 
dbne so much for the cause of religious 
eduCfition, (and has done so much so 
welli too,) that wc^mean to hold them 
back as long as conscience will indulge 
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UB. In the mean titaae, we cannot for- 
bear the ex )ie8sion of oOr -surprise, 
that one who s^ems to understand so 
well the power and nature of Jnbred 
Sin^ should po oi\$n have lost sight of 
its ezistente and character^ in many of 
her works for clijldren. " The In- 
fant's Progress," was written in 1814; 
It has been published many, times, 
and the prices have been various, but 
we scarcely ever me^t with a ehild, or 
young person, who has read it. It^ 
now adopted by our Society, as a per- 
manent catalogue-book, and may be 
had at twenty-seven and thirty-two 
cents, with the usual discounts. We 
do hope it will [become at pnce a 
constituent pairt of every Sunday? 
^chobl and family library in the coun- 
try, where it is. not already found. In 
very many instances we have, had the 
opportunity to recommend it to indi- 
viduals, children and adults, and from 
almost every one of them, we have af- 
terwards heard that it Wias read with 
interest %nH delight, . . 

It may be supposed that the in- 
imitable ftljegoiy of Bunyan, must 
have been the author's models but we 
see nothing in M-8, Skerwood^s book 
that is .not entirely original, or 'that 
it is made. less, interesting by familiarity 
with the. progress of the older pil- 
grim in the same strait ^nd narrow 
way. _ ^ 

Wefeel justified in transcribing 'ttje- 
preface and one scene; the firit for tl^e 
purpose of showing the design, and 
the second as^ a specimen of the au- 
thor's style, and m2inner< - 

J^y little Children, 

The intention of. this hook is to 
make you* acquainted, in an agreeable 
manner, with many of those awful 
mysteries of our holy Religion, the 
kjjowledge of which is necessiiry to 
your salvation. '. 



You do not yet know, whatit is that 
has separated you from your God: nor 
do you fully understand what it wito 
that induced the Lord our Redeemer 
.to descend from heaven for the pur- 
pose of assuming our ijature, and dy- 
ing upon -the cross. You have, per- 
haps, never yet been informed, that 
the sin. of man's heart is very great, 
very prevalent, and very hateful ? 
and th^, except it be overcome, it 
win subject him to everlasting perdi- 
tion. 

- Many long sermoTi$ .nave been 
preached,, and many leartied^volumea- 
have been, written, in ofder both to 
describe the nature of this sin, and 
tp guard us* against its influence; 
btit little children cannot understand 
these graye and elaborate discourSies. 
I have thei;5efore written for your in- 
structioit on this^subject, a story about 
some little children, who, like your- 
^ves, were boitn in a state of mn. 
And in ihis" jjtory I have* personified 
th0 sin of 'qur na.ture, and introduced 
it as the constant companion of these 
children. > , ' ' 

The relation is given uhder the form 
of a Dreani, this .various incidents of 
which are Tab contrived, aS to show how 
incessifntly sin assaults evtn those who 
are truly devoted to God, and what 
unhAppiness it causes them from the 
beginning to' tlie end of their days. 
. Through the whole of this dream, 
the present life is compared to a Ptl- 
grimagef whicb signifies a journey un- 
dertaken for seme pious purpose.' .And 
in every part of it especial care has 
been taken, distinctly to' mai*k the 
strait and only way to the- King- 
dom of 'Heaven, namely, the Lora 
Jesus Christ, who himself hath said, 
/ am the wdy, the truth; arid the Ufe^ 
no man eometh untif the Father but by 

Now as piits -and almonds are hidden 
under rgugh ^lells, and as honey is 
concealed in the bells and cups of 
.flowers, so there is a hidden meaning 
xin every pftrt of my allegory, which 1 
hope you will be enabled^to draw forth 
for your profit. In the mesin time, my 
dear children, I prayX5od to seal in- 
struction uponyour hearts, and fill5'QU 
with' that heaven!/ wisdom, whose 
price is far abON*© rubies, p. vi. 
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The followiDg scene, shows the su- 
Jthor's inaooer. 

*< Now we had not gone far, befpre 
we were overtaken by a young wo- 
man carryiri)g a v<?iy little baby in her 
arms, and her steps were turned, like 
our own, towards the shimng light: so 
she looked aflTectionatetjr at us, ^nd 
said, • My little ones, whither are you 
going?* And when we had answered 
her, she kindly said, 'Come With me, 
my children,, ^nd what little asystanoe 
I can afford you, shall be freely piven.* 

"So, as she hastened on/ with her 
little one in her arms, certain idle per- 
sons, passing ^t way, said to her, 
• Woman, wherefore are yjpu in such 
haste?* 

*• *I am gjoingV she answered, 'to 
ponder shining light, to seek admits 
tance there of the Lord' of the gate for 
this my little boy: for whereas, through 
the disobedience of his' first fathor 
Adam, this my baby is counted wor- 
thy of death, I, his mother, anxiously 
seek for him the righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, whereby tie may 
be rendered fit for eternal hfe. ' 

" With that the young woman be- 
gan to' weep, crying dut^ ' O my Fa- 
ther! grant to this child admittance at 
thy gate: whether living or dying, 
make hiin thine own child* O my Fa- 
ther! my Father! lask this mighty fa- 
viJiir in my Saviimr's adorable name.' 

"So we hastened towards, the 
gate," continued Phiyfiil, "where we 
met with no hindrance: for we were 
there most kindly received; after which 
we were washed with pure water, and ■ 
clothed with white garments, and had 
the seal of our Lord set in our fore- 
heads. Thcfn did the mother of this 
little baby give thanks, and weisp for' 

joy- T . 

" We then left tlie gate, and came 
on! Our way. Feaee^ and |, with the 
young woman. and her little baby: and. 
' slie talked sweetly unto us as we pass* 
ed alongj and was io us like our own 
mother; And in this manner we went 
on a day and- A half; she from time to 
time kissing the little fair one who laiy 
in her arms, making the way pleasant 
with cradle-hy mns and songs of praise, 

•/'«flce/and Plaj/fidi md HutMe 
Mind^ were the cliildren'^ names. 



which she sang continoaUyas she pass- 
ed along the way. 

" But behold, a3 we went on, there 
came after us a winged messenger, on 
whose brow the word Deaih was writ- 
ten. Now, when we saw him, we 
trembled exceedingly, and the poor 
woman held her baby closer to her 
bosom, fipt the messenger showed 
her a token; it wtu a silver cfsrd bro- 
ken: and' more thto this, he told her 
that he came from God, and these 
were the words which fie had orders 
to speak in her ears—' If you love this 
child, you will rejoice, because he is 
going to his Father.' JtJin xiv. 28. 

" Then she wept, and gave her 
babv to the messenger, saying, 'O 
God, take my child, and make him 
thine own ft)r ever!' 
\ " The little baby smiled, and looked 
upon his mother, as she delivered him 
to the messenger and,sO! how sweet 
was his «mile! O! how lovely was 
his pale /acet So l^e messenger of 
God took away this little fair one, and 
we saw him no more." 

r perceived then, in my dream, that 
PlayfuPi account was for a time inter* 
rupted by her sorrow; After awhile, 
however^ she thus continued her 
Story. 

_ \^.&o we walked on weeping^, and 
monniing, tiU we came to this pkce. 
Here, we found the good shepherd, 
aHd,^to him our Roving companion very 
earnestly commended us, saying, 
' Kind' Sir, 1 beseech you, take care 
of these lambs, and feed them with 
milk till they have ^^ned strength to 
continue their journeV.' And with 
that, kissing us . and blesang • lis, she 
was about to depart; when the shep- 
herd asked her, wherefore her coun- 
tenance was sftd.and her eyeared with 
weeping? 

. "So she told him all that had be- 
fallen her sweet babj': • And now, my 
little fair one,-* - said, she j < being re- 
moved from me, I cannot but gpo oii my 
pilgrimage mourning.' ' 

" WUh that the shepherd rebukei 
her, yet with kindness; for tlie water 
stood in hidr eyes while he spake — 
' M^ daug/Her,' said he, ' despUe not 
thou the chastening of thk. Lordt nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of him: for 
dvhomthe Lord.Joueth he chasteneth^ 
• and s^urgeih every ton Ufh^m ht re- 
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eeheih, Jfyt endure ekaatmingt Ood 
dealdh unth vou ob with sons,- for what 
9on ia he whom the father Aaateneth 
notr Heb. xii. 5—7. ' Dofit thOu weH, 
my daughter/ he added, ''to grieve 
because thy little son is gone to him 
who lovied him so Veil u td die fiir 
him upon the cross?' Then he drew 
from his pocket a perspective glassy 
and bidding her put it to her eye, he 
told her to look upwards. So we did 
as he required. 

"Then said the shepherd, * What 
dost thou see?" 

*'She answered, *I see nothings 
Sir, by reason of ijh» tears wbich,dmi 
mymght.' 

"«I feared as much,' he replied: 
* cast away, therefore, this aorrow of 
the world which worketh death,' 2 C(jr. 
vii. 10. 'Wipe away thy tears, and 
pray to God for help.' S<J' she wiped 
away her teaf^ and knee^g down 
with the shepherd; he prayed that the 
God of all consolation would comfort 
her, 

" They then arose from! thjrif knees, 
and the shepherd bade her but the 
glass again to her> eyes, ai\d look to- 
wards the lieavens.^ -So after looking 
awhile, she put on a mvULt of satisfac- 
tion. • • 

" Aftd the shepherd said, '.Where- 
fore dost thou smile, my dauf^hter?* * 

** She answered, • *For this my son 
fvaa dead^ and is aiive agatn,- pvas hat 
and isfound.f Luke xv. 24. .' 

" Then said the shephejM, ' What 
sayest thpu, my daughter?^~explain 
thy woiids.* 

** She replied, • The glafes which you 
gave me, Sir, has brought my baby 
again to my'ught. .1 have seen my 
little fair one! He is without spot or 
blemish! He is clothed with be^kuty 
and glory such as no tongue can de- 
scribee! He is with his Redeemer; the 
Lord it his^ shepherd; he will n^aor 
want. He iinaketh hipi to lie down in 
green pastures; he leadeth him beside 
stiU waters. Psalm xziii. 1. 2. 'O.roy 
baljy! .my- sweet baby! thou art happy, 
my child! M one whom his mother 
comfoHeth, so doth the Lorjd cdrnfort 
thee, and thtfu art comforted in SSan. 
Jsaiah Ixvi. l3. I will nd longer sor-- 
row as one without hope, but will go 
on my pilgrimage rejoicing. mag^ 
nify 'the I^rdwith na, and let us exalt 



hii name togeHker, laought the Lord, 
and he heoid mCf anddelsoeredmefrom 
dU my fears. Pnlm'x^ziv. 3, 4. 

« At tfab the shepherd was greatly 
pleased, and hcLsaid, *God be with 
the^, my daughter!' But before she 
■went forwarc^ he gave her the glassy 
and bade her keep it for her cpinfort 
by the wajr, and rather lose her life 
thai^ part wiHh it — noyr tMs glass was 
called Faith. . 

. « So ahe received it thankfully. She 
then said to us, *My jd<s«^ children, 
fare ye well! God in his mercy grant 
that we may meet ija that happy coun- 
try whither ipy baby is gone before, 
aod where be dwells with the chil- 
dren of the King.' Then bidding us 
farewell, ynik many tears, she took 
the roa4 to the Celestial City; ,and by 
this time she.has doubtless' proceeded 
venriar onher war. So^ed^arted. 
and left us. in this pleasant place, where 
we have ever since been ver^ happy, 
tlipugh often wishing fo^ you, my dear 
brothei^r but now you ^e with us, our 
joy is complete." So.they kissed each 
other ap^n, and seemed to be ^Ued 
^new with joy. pp. 51-^4. 

We should do ii\ju8tSce to ourselves 
if we should suffer the impression to 
be made, that this is »' perfect book. 
There are somd things in the style that 
i^fe objectionable, and we are, not 
, prepared to say, that the system of re- 
ligious faith, .so far as it is presented, b 
so justly and clearly presented as it 
might have been. But this wesay, that 
the impression concerning tbe evil of 
sin, its nature, its power, its subtU^, 
the hecesisity of watchfulness^, labour 
and strife, with and against it, the un- 
qualified necessity of jGod's grace, be- 
stowed upon us, through the media- 
tion, and for tbe sake of Jesus Christ, 
whereby our hearts are renewed, and 
the, power of Iilbred Sin is checked^ 
and counteracted, and the soul fitted 
for the love and service of God here« 
and for the ghny of his presence here- 
afters—these truths,- in some Of theif 
raOat interesting bearings and connex- 
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ions are ststed with gi^t force* aa^ m 
a manner which cannot fa^to make a 
deep and lasting impreaaion on the 
■und of every mtelligenk reader of 
whatever age oi^ attuninents. 

xnceima ot thx im Aim mwiwwvi 
ov BIT. jaair aumawiBui, a> i^.* - 

tiote' a preacher in eotmexicn tmih ike . 

MeiXodisi Epieetyfcd Church in 
^\ Jnuriea,'. By John Holland, with 

an introductoiy letter^ by Jamea 

Montfcomery. New York, 1829. 

pp.360. u 

We are a^rare that tUt w<»k doei 
not come precisely within our review- 
ing provinoe^b^t atill ikhere arereft^ 
soaa Jbr' noticing; it in our Magaiine^ 
ilrhieh will appei^.presently.' 

The introduetory letter hy .Mard- 
gomeryf cannot be read without inter- 
eat. Two or three ezpreanohs are real- 
ly eloquent. 

"Bfe caiiie to the pnlpit, with 
the whole scheme of l^ia discoune 
clearly and auccioctly marked out in 
his mmd. "jThen, when he waa indeed 

• in Ae spiriy — warmed, exalted, 
and inspired with the divinity of his. 
theme, the ehaih of premeditated 
ideaa^ link By link; in. aeemmgly ex- 
temporaneous aucceasion, wcMlld be 
developed; while every thougl^t, emo- 
tion, and appeal, would body itself 
forth in the most lovid and appropriate 
langua^. Then, truly, would b» 
l^ow abide in strength, and eVeiy shaft 
which he sisnf from the string, — l^ke 
the arrow of Acestes, of ol<£ would 
take iSre in its flight, sl^ne through the 
clouds, and vanish in the 'immensity 
ofheaven. \ , 

• • • " HearerBy who had been rapt 
towards, the third heaven in the. fiery 
chariot of his deliveiy, and almost 
seemed to hear ' things which if was 
not HiwTuI for man to 'utter,*-^when 
they afterwafdi became readers at 
home of the few, fkirit outTines, how- 
ever symmetrical and harmonibul, 
would scarcely recognise their sha- 
dowy resemblance, to the glorious ap- 
paritions which had gone by, — ^never 



to be zeaewed esoept with the pre* 
aence, the eye, and the voice of the 
preacher himsdf. In fact, every at- 
tempt to preaent on paper the splen- 
did efiects of impaaaioned eloquence^ 
is like gjathering up dew drops, wludk 
app^ff jewela and pearla on the graas, 
but run to water in the handj the 
easenoe aiid the elementa Mmain, but 
the grace, the sparkle, and the fbna 
are gone." 

, Mr. S. was bom at Fretton, (Eng*) 
January 31, 1798, and was dedicated 
by lua fittber to the work of the mip- . 
iatry from bif birth. There waa much 
in hia early life, that indicated a good 
mind and temper, and ao uncommon 
degree of filial piety. At the age of 
thirteen he lost his mother, and at 
fifteen he became a clerk in a mei^ 
oantile house in LiveipooL 

Notwiths^nding some of the habits 
of life into wluch young Summerfield 
fell, were, auth aa almost to banish 
fronvhia father's bosom the hope that 
be would fill the sacred office to 
which he had been so early and de- 
voutly consecmtedi still his fi^th tri- 
uipph^, and where the confidence of 
most men would have failed, the fa- 
tiber of young Summerfield riemained 
Arm in the belief tluit his. prayers 
would be answered oonoemiiig his son. 

The young prodigal resolved to ad- 
dress Dr. Raffles, a clergyman of 
Liveipopl;. (and well knpwh as the 
biographer of Spencer,)* on the sub- 
ject of entering the ministry. The 
proposition waa vecieivc^d and answer- 
ed with much courtesy and cordiali- 
ty, but it does liot appear that, any 
thing resided from it. > After this he 
was for a while engaged iii t)&e coal- 
trade, hilt inattention and imprudence 
involved him in. pecuniary embarrass- 

* The Kfe of Mr. Spencer has late- 
ly been added, to the publications of 
the A'm. S. S. Union. 
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ment^ and he became the tenant of a 
debtor's prison. Here he obtained a 
considerable income from the busin^eas 
of preparing petitions and other pa-- 
pers for those of his fellow-prisoners, 
who were about to ami themselr^s of 
the provisions of law for their dis- 
pharge. 

In tiie»year 1817, hh became the 
subject of deep and permanent re- 
ligious impressions, and being inidted 
hf a pious man, (an 'edge-tool maker) 
to a prayer-meeting, consisting chiefly 
of soldiers from the barracks, he at- 
tended, and there he sought and ob- 
tained peace to his soul. ■ * . 

His subsequent' course it is not our 
purpose to sketch. His biographer 
has done it with great fiddity, and 
jierhaps with more minuteness than 
was judicious. - " - , 

In 1821, Mr: Suinifteifidd Visited 
this country, and in ^y of that year 
distinguished, himself hy a most elo- 
quent speech at tire Annivenary >of 
the American Bible Society. The 
fdlowing passage from- his address, 
gires the reader some idea of U^ 
style. '", 

** In seconding the motion of thanla 
to the venerable President,'* I Kim as- 
sured of the consentaneous feeling^; of 
every heart around me. When I, be- 
held him enter the room, I felt a thrill 
strike through my soul, but which I 
cannot descnbe; I believe it was^Uie 
generous throb of every . individual 
here present, at the sight of BQni>i- 
xoT?— it'was sympathetic, and eVeiy 
heart vibrated in perfect uiiison witn 
my owtu My imagination, invol- 
untarily recognised in him a resem- 
blance tO' pious Jacob; and *fiudihg 
the time draw near when he must 
die,' I fancied that be had said in l^is 
heart, 'Gather yourselves together 
that I may bless you before you die!' 
And when one told Jacob, and said, 

• The late 3fr. Boudinoi^ot^. Jersey. 



'-Behold- thy sons cbme unto ^hee, ^ 
Israel strengthened himself, and sat up- 
on the bed,' and said, • Hear^ ye sons 
of Jacob, jgind hearken unto Israel your 
father.' In^e^^d of ui^ng upon yon 
any thing as a motive to your unani- 
mously seconding, the motion, I leave 
it to yourselves, and the best feelings 
of your hearts V nor am I- at all appre- 
heiynve for the result- At the same 
time, you will present your thanks to 
Almighty Opd for haviiig raised up 
such a father to your society, for hav- 
ing pdt it into his heart to * c6;ne to, 
the help of the Lord agunst thd' migh- 
ty^' and as the beat way of expressing 
your gratitvide to this servknt .^f the 
Lord, remember him- sincerely at thp 
throne of grace, and pray that when^ 
ever it shafl please thfe Head of ther 
Church, and(|God of the .Bible, to re- ' 
move him hence, his' last hours maybe 
peace! ]k«y that God would speak to 
his heart the word whidi once cheer- 
ed the fainting tpind of Israel of old — 
* Fear riot to go dowji into Egypt; I 
will go. down with thee into Egypt, 
and I will also siirely bring thee up 
again;' ahd that borne up under this 
assurance, he mky be able to say ta 
his surviving friends, with a heavenly 
smile, * whither I go ye know, aod the 
way ye'know.' " 

Tie circumstances "attending the 
lingering iUhess, arid last hours of Mr. 
S., wen^eed not detail: They m of 
commanding interest. He died at 
New York, on the 13th of June, 1825; 

Theu stone which marks. the. place 
of his burial, -bears a very beau- 
tiful inscription, in which is an ^' 
hisioin to' one. of his own -remarkably 
happy thoughts. The alhision is to 
the two births, arid the anecdote is ^ 
thus related in the concluding obser- 
vations oTthe biog^phy. . ' -> ' 

"White Mr. Summerfield was lying 
in bed,' during one of bis illnesses, he 
was visited by two" highly respectable 
clergymen, one of whom, oommispraf- 
ing his early subjection to such ex- 
treme suffering In consequence <rf his 
ministeriar labour^ inquired, 'how 
old are you ?' To the astonishment of 
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the divine^ tfie suffering saint replied 
-^«1 was born atPrestoni in En^lanid, 
in 1798, and iom *again at Diiblin, in 
Iceland, in 1817.* The visiter express- 
ed at once his surprise apd curiosity, 
«t what, to him, was so Strang a decla- 
ration. !Mri -Siimmerfield n6 less ex- 
dted, with great propriety, exclaimed 
in the language of Jesus tp NitOde- 
mus, * Art , ^6u a master in Iwaei, 
and kno<lrest not these things?' and 
then related to thero the history, of his 
o\^n conv^i-sion. TThe sequel is grati- 
fying: The tdverend gei)tleinan, after* 
departing^itiquired of hi^ clerical cotp- 
paaion, whether or not h« kn6w any 
thing about thb strart^e .doctrine, and* 
finding that he .too was a'^uluect of 
the same happy . change, set himself 
toobtji^in the like bteSsing, ^^ha sin- 
cerity and success of whichhis «ubse- 
qudnt mifllstrations, bore satisfactory 
testimony.** ' ^' . r 

We will only add,.^ single extract, 
which shows ^r. 8., i;i a character of 
peculiar interest, to ' Suhday-schoot 
teachers, and'^hicii (uUy justipes'the 
notice we have taken' in this pluce. of 
the woyk. . 

** Mr.. Stttpmerfield> as 'before no- 
ticed, was fond of preaohih^. tg chil- 
dren, and m these services hismAnltef 
was peculiarly engaging.. It- was a* 
delightful ^cencj^tQ witness his ay^ar- 
anoe on thes^ dccasions': himself like 
a boy, aiirohg his juniors, leaning- gp^" 
fully over the pulpit, in a manner best 
coniportihg with the familiar and afr 
fectionate ' sty le of his. address — -his 
juvenile auditory o'6cupyihg tlie body 
of theChnrch, and listening witli. tlie 
most steady attention io their .Inge- 
nious teacher. Occaslfcnajily' he put 
questions to them, aftid. w6uld^ en- 
cou^i^e or^l answers, and tell them 
what his nelt subject-would 'be, thaj 
they tn'ight be prepai«ed to reply to 
bis :interrogatories. His scope, and il- 
lustrations, were so happily appjdppi-» 
ate, that the children .would reftjeixv- 
her nearly a whole sermon. After en- 
fo^-cin'g jnbst sweetly, on' one occa- 
sion, the text — :* They that seek me. 
early shall'- iind me,' he '8*iid — :*Wre 
there >ny of my .xlear little hearer^ 
who will pledge themselves to meet 

Vol. VII.— 10. 



me. jto-morrow morning at the throne 
of grace?'— several immediately re- 
plied, « / fvilL' He endeavoured to 
excite a missionary spirit in the chil- 
dren, and introdiiced anwng them the 
* 'Tis Bc-r* box, that they might save 
afewceirits for so ^OQd A cause. In 
1822, he Wrote an ingenious juvenile 
speech, v^ich "Was delivered by an in- 
teresting hoy, eleven years of age, 
propbsing a; missionary resohition, 
(which Mr. Summerfield himself se- 
conded,) the little fellow presenting 
at the same time, as the representative 
of th^ qther children, the sura of four 
hundred and ten dbllars. 

" Ih his love of children, he re- 
senibled-Mr. Wesley: it was pleading, 
on some occasions, to see the Uttle 

) dnes.'epo^ *bo\it' the altar, before 
lei^ving church, each anxious to be 
noticed by him. He would some- 
tinoes from the pulpit invite t'hert^ to 
call Upon him it his lodgings, to which 

' ^ey repaired in groups, when he 
would leav^ his study and spend some 
time familiai:ly with them. Children 
from ajl parts of the city^ would bring 
their little Hynm books, for him to in- 
sert theii^ names, which- he usually did, 
accompanied with some, suitable re- 
ma^'k or motto. Among the numer- 

- dus instances, of his attention to" the 
lambs of Christ's flock, occurs the fbl- 
lounng'-^a'boy, about eleven years of 
afge, aftei* one* of the serrhon^'to chil- 
dren j remained, till the , congregation 
had nearly dispersed, when he attract- 
ed Mr. SumnJeTfieW*s notice; -stepping 
forward*, he Said, * my Uttle boy, do 
you want'any thing with me?' — he ap- 
peared overcome with .his feelings, 
and could ot*ly say- ^ Mr. Summerfield' 
— .* Well, Txiy'lovCf what do you want; 
wijh Mr5'3iWnmerfield?''the boy, en- 
couraged, surd he wished Mr. Sum- 
merfield wotild fcall at his, mother's: 
on inqumng >\ here his mother lived, 
the.n*met>fthe street, and the number 
of the'house, were given. * What is 
yoin- name ?*-«-* Jojm Brown,' replied 
the boy: *.Well> John Brown, to-mor- 
row, at 11. o'clock, I shsfll pay you a 
visits' \Aec6rdingly, at the* time ap- 
:pointed, Mr. Surtiitverfield waited upon 
hiiti;- he found iolin- busily employed 
sweeping'and fixing the fire, and p^re- 
purihg for his visiter. * Well,* John, 
here 1 arA, according to my appoint* 
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inent' — John requestetl him to tkke a. 
seat until hb had found bis mother — 
she was a pious w6man, and said that, 
her son had heard him preachy vheii* 
ever he had addressed the childrpv 
and that Jms mind had been muCb im- 
pressed in* coniiequ^ce. Mr. 3u(n- 
merfield knelt dovrn and prayed nrith 
them;' and before he went away, ien- 
coiifaged John«'Jind gave him some 
good- advice ( entered nis nsime on the 
list of those for whom h«^fe]t a'pectiliaf*. 
interest, and told him'thslhe shodid 
keepr his eye upon him; . requesting 
him 'to come and speak to him wJiei)- 
ever he had an opportunity^ that he 
might a^ertain what progress his little 
friend John Brown was making. Carp* 
ing oiticism, or cold^pbilosop{)y» may 
despise ttuese little trait),' but minis- 
terial wisdom will not. 



VQB TI^B STrirSAT-«CnOO£ H OHTKLT GOIT- 
. GSftT.^ 

[By $aina«l Miller, D. D. of Prine^oo, N. J.^ 
We tare assemliled^ my friends^ to 
pray for the blessini^ of Go4 Qn 
Sabbatb-schpo^s. ^ Our appearl^hce 
here, whatever else it roiiy import, 
undoubtedly implies tet))p things: Jirit, 
that we consider the Sabbath-school 
fystem tA- highly imporUmt-^v^ipovi'i 
ant enough to be made an bbjeet of 
Mpedal prayers and, secondly^ that we 
consider the divins bl&Hinjg a^ the 
only hope and fiedge of its nuccesa^ 
-If <both these be not true, or at lelist 
true in your estimation,, then your 
coming together. on this occasion, is 
ah unmeanin|^ sehjce; and, permit 
me Xo add, if both these facts be 
really believed, and solemnly • con- 
sidered, we shall ^not be without some 
heart to pray, in good earnest, for that 
'greal object which 1)^ brought.usto 
Uie tlirone of grace, .this evenitig^ 

-As to the J^st of these facta; viz. 
the deep and vital importance of the 
Sabbath-school system, i trust there 
18 no need of saying much to those 
,who are here assembled. And yet,' 
however enlightened' and. decisive 
may ^e-our convictions on this sub- 
ject, it may not be without advantage 
to stir up our minds by way of re- 
rovmbrance, and to endeavour to ex- 



cite bur own feelings, and increase 
our own zeal, by briefly adverting to 
some of those connderationa which 
ought to rouae eveiy one yrhQ prp- 
fessea to love the choSm^ his coimtry, 
or mankind, to new and unceasing 
exertions, in reference to thb ^great 
concern. 

The importance . which all must 
attach, to the character of the rising 
generatiqh, is* beyond all %stim|ite. 
Those d^ little children who now 
fill Qur Sabbath-schools^ and crowd 
Around the teachers, as it wece beg- 
ging for instructiQi\-T-are sQon tp sway 
the affairs both of church and state. 
And, having acted t^eir part for 
awhile; sre ^ be fixed in eternal and 
ineffable happlniess, or in endless and 
inconceivable miseiy. ^ Yes, every in- 
dividual >of those littlebnes, who c6me 
t0 us from Sabbath to SfablMith, to be 
taught the ' W^' of heavenly wisdom, 
besides being a curse or a blessing to 
society^ while hc(- lives^' is either to 
five and r,ei|p^ With Christ for ever, or 

l^to be banished,' without^ hope and 
without end, to the Are prepared fvtr 
the devil., and his; angels. Ai>d Oh! 
' know you not^remetnber you not^ 
that the' character of tKeir eternity , 
.may defend, undet.God, on the inan- 
ner in which their Sabhath-school in- 
struction ■ 19 cofkdu'cted? Kjiow you 
not that children «re by nature desti- 
tute of all holiness; and that ^f they Be 
not brought to the schools of spiritual 
instruction/ {)ut hie left to wandfer in 

[ the-lvays of ignorance and sin-ror if, 
after bein^ brought, they be instruct- 
ed defectively, negligently, <jr erro- 
n0ou8ly,^there is every probability 
that tliey will be a niiserahle nuisance 
to the CfOtmmunity^ whereyer their lot 
may be- cas^ and -consigned, in the 
end, to that.flerditioni "where the 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not 

auenched }'* ^ Alas.^ if this cortaideln. 
on be not enough^to rouse evety 
feeling of the pious he^, and.to am-^ 
naate to exertion every one who can 
possibly lend ahislping^hand in ihkh 
momentous concern, it is difficult to 
say ^h'at is. Beloved frienils, think, 
O think, while you ve striv||ig and 
praying that the B^bSath-schooi sys- 
tem' may he 9xteQ4ed, itnproved, And 
made .here and elsewhere mbr^ efB- 
cient-^you are striving and praying 
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for> the revival of religion ? " for the 
extension of the 'l^ngdom of Jesus 
Ghriist; as well as for" the order, purity, 
and happiness of civil society. And 
when you recollect how small, hoyf 
very small, a portion of the children, 
even ki Ihisfayoured spot, really en- 
joy the advantages, of a piou» educa- 
tion — when you recollect how many 
parents are irreligious and profligate? 
bow many others are ignorant and 
careless; how ma^y more are .either 
so ifnskilfjl or SQ busy, that tliey 
scarcely make the moral and religious 
education of <hdr .oifsprirtg ' the sub- 
ject of a thought; and even how manj^ 
professing Christians,"frpm one cause 
«or another, fail of discharging their 
duty in this respect,;;— can w^ estifoate 
top highly the impcnrtanbe of e^eHiiig- 
burs^lves more and more, to. supply 
this deficiency-«-to take ]Uiese immor^ 
tal beings by the hand, and lead, them" 
to the Bible, to the bfeised Hedeeip^r, 
and to a hpljr heaven ? ' . . " 

Teachers and '^'ehds of Sunday- 
schoplal why U it that we have so 
little' deep feelhig on -this subject? 
Why iait that our hearts do not "iom" 
within' us," when we think bf the 
wanfe,' the cormptiofis, the dangers, 
and the:vaiue pf our offspring? Oj if 
we recognised as we ought, the tiei by 
which^ we are bound- to all th* chil-. 
dreo au*Pund U8,''and oiir obligations tp 
Him who came to "sei^ and to save 
that which was lo8t**-»-we woald not 
indulge the apathy and 'the slotfi into 
which we are so apt to (all, in refer^ 
ence to this' great subject We should 
all feel, every day, as if we wer^ call-, 
ed to a woi^,' in which the interests of 
immortal sbuls were contimtaify in- 
volved., Sabbathrschbbl teachers would, 
redouble theur diligence yi labouring, 
both by instruction and eaaimple, to 
lead their precioiiis charge in 'the Way 
of knowledge^ virtue, and piety; and 
every one, who could HIV a prayei* to 
Gqd, or cpnbibute a c^nt> to aid in' 
carrying on tWi work of Christian 
benevolence, would consider it, ' at 
once, a doty and a ^grivilege to do it. 

And while these serious^ solemn - 
thonghtsi p^etohing into eternity, may 
be expected, on 'sUch an oC(£asron'a» 
this, to fill, and to oid?c the mind of 
every one who Has any g^od measure 
of the •* spirit of Christ"— ought not 



thoae ^yho regard the well being of 
the community, to ponder well the 
importance of this subject, aait affects 
•the best mterests ot.tiviliocieiy? Yes, 
*my friends, it can never be too fre- 
quently repeated, or top deeply im- 
pressed -on Our m\^ds, that the intel- 
lectual and moral character of each 
generation of youth, may be considered 
as essentially involving the order, sta- 
bility, and happiness of this nation. 
;Our government, being founded' on 
the will and cham<i^er of the people, 
must be what the people are: An 
igno^nt and vicious poputftion, must 
b4 miserable, and cannot long be free. 
Every lather of a -family, then; every 
friend of his country; every well- 
wi^er to the c^use of liberty and' of 
munkind,— ought to take a deep inte- 
rest in an institution, which, perhaps, 
more than any other now in use, is 
adicpted to elevat* the character , of 
the Wtiol^ body, of the" people, and to 
fonh the generation how coming' for- 
ward, to act their pzxX on the stage of 
life,> with a degree of intelligence and 
virtue which we have never yet seen. 
If I could lift up a voice, thfn^ 
i which' mrght be heard frdm one «x- 
trentilytP the > other of ottt- beloved 
country, t^ would say — parents ! pa^ 
tfidts!'. Christians! friends of manJ-i. 
encourage' and help forward this 
noble institution, by all the means in 
your power. i^o\ only think artd 
speak well 6f it, but pray; for it, give 
'|t the whole ^weight of your influence; 
be ready to devote to it, in ^very way 
that may be requisite', your personal 
exertions^ lend tb it your owA pecu- 
hiary aid, i^nd procure fbr it'tMt of 
others, as. fa> as practicable: remem- 
bering that there i's rfb nifoney putout 
at largerior nobler interest, thantlmt 
which" is.' employed- in training up 
youth •* in thte way they Should go"— 
no expenditurfe better adapted richly 
to repay those who. i^ur. it, in pro- ' 
moting the M^^lfare or their own 
' hbusehi^ds, tlieir peighbourhoods^ 
and the community at large. 

But it is time that we turn, for a 
momenj^, tp'the secontf consideration 
which we- solemnly .recognise by 
coming together this evening, whicn 
is, that the' divine bhmng is the only 
hope and pledge of success— real 
success, in seeking the advancement 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC " 



76 



Poetry. • 



March, 



of Sabbath.schbpls. By assetnblihg 
to priiy for this object, we vjrtuall^ 
acknowledge that the hdp of matn is 
vain^ that Hfe only who has all hearts 
and all agents under ^is control^ oln 
effectually build Up the great cause 
for which we seek his aid» make it to . 
grow and flburish, and, ,above all, 
make it the happy m/eahs bf saving 
. good, to the souls whoih we desire to 
benefit. 

The Christian loves to recognise Jils 
dependence on God ;. loves tg bow 
daily before the rtiercy-seat, as an 
humble suppliant for that l>le8sing 
which ''maketh- ricli, and addeth no 
sorrow with it;" and m.ore eSfpecially 
to unite with others, like-minded with 
himself, in imploring the divine bene- 
diction on their families, their t^eigh- 
bourhoods, the churchy and thewond. 
Let us never forget that, while to all 
sincere, fervint prayer, a promise of 
audience and acceptance, is |fiven-^to 
none is t^re promise, so ricli and deci- 
sive, iLs where a ^num'ber. unit{p an4 
concur in the same request. In favour 
of what object can we unite witl?i nnore 
deep, toudiing^ and heartfelt interest, 
than for the temporal and eternsl tvell- 
being ^ our cliildfen> and the children 
of our friencjs apd n/tighbburs? Ah! 
ir.we had more of Uie tnily benevp- > 
lent spirit of the gospel among us, we 
should take more interest, and ^find 
more pleasure, in comihg on this er- 
rand -to the throne trf" gi-ace. Let 'Us 
try to cherish in our roindS;| a deieper 
sense of the- privilege and importance 
of prayer,, in refereiice to this object. 
Yes, niy friends, let us pray more for 
the' great cause • of. Sabbath*schools, 
than we have ever yet. done, and "jve. 
shall Ume it more; we aliall entef with 
more cordial .zeal into measures tov its 
adva^icement ; we shall find' more ^n- 
j6}Tnent in all our exeptious in.Mts. 
behalf^ .'and, ■ what is more than all, 
we shall .be the means of -di-awing 
down the bllteing of God on all . the 
plans an(^ ipeasures in which we en- 
gage. It i,s only, when our" prayers 
and our ajrts ascend together as a 
memorial before God,"' that we are 
likely to be remembered and viarited in 
rich mercy. As our God ** loves a 
cheerful giver," so he love? an inlpor* 
tunate petitioner, the languajj^ti of 
whose heai-t, whenever he appi«i\ch{'s 



the tlii-one of grace, is, " X will n6t let 
thee g^, e:ccepjt thou nl^ss me."* And* 
if we desire to see the Sabbath-school 
system established in its best form, 
a^id in the most efficient manner, in 
every part of the United .States, and 
of the world-^and surely this desire 
must be felt by every enlightened 
friend of the community, — ^Tet us pray 
without 4c^singj in private as well as, 
in public,' for this'^eat object. Let 
us prs^ th^t there ma^ be a general 
ihov^ment of the church, in all its 
branches, and of thfe whole popuhb- 
tion,, in behalf of thia objett. Let ua 
pray that minist'^rs *of tlws gospel may 
be' every wh^e stirred up to take the , 
lead, and perform th«r duty in this 
most' inte^eisting work.. JLet us pray 
that officers m churches may consi* 
der it a privilegp and an- bopour to be 
acjdve themselves, and to hold up th^ 
hands of thoko who are active in the 
work. Let usvpray,! in sjiort, that 
every church-member, 'and every citi- 
zen, may feel* impelled by a warm 
heart, as well as by' a CDrtstr?kining 
sense of duty, to pr/iss forward in the 
extension arid improvement of this 
npble system, and Jo giVe-'iiimself no 
reM until it is estabSsbed in' all its ' 
vigour, ihevery part of our land. 



For the Aqiencan ^ S» Magazin^l 

« Hhppy is he whose f^ope U in the Lord hir 
^oe{."— >8Min ciavi. 5. '.' 

'O, thou Avlio in thy eirly spring. 

Art trigfht, and sweet/and gay— ^ ' 
>Vho, blithe as birds, do»t lightly sin^, * 
. As free fil>|n cao^ as tiiey; 

^ , Around whose brows fair hope/h^th bound 
X w|-eatli of channM fiow'rs,' 
■ And led,the^, like i v\cnm crownf*dy 
To lier dfcceitful^bQw'rs : 

' List,>li8t not, to the Syren> voiee, 
Her words are fight as air; ; , . 

. To-day, with her tl»bu may'sfrejoice- 
The next, weep with despair, 

' But 'place oA Hjnv who reigns abore, . 

The ^op^ of thy yoyng heart, . 
And 'tb«u shalt triumpli in his lore^ 



When eartlily ho|)es,d^art. 



1<^TC> 



1'Jien Faith shall be thy angeKguide 
To. ^is ow^ h<^y heaven, 

And Love shall ope, the pprtah wide, 
And joys untold be gi^''«.>n. 
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IVFAKT SCHOOLS. 

111 « suig^le |>aTagrap^, in our last 
numbet> we noticed an .important 
movement in the cl^ of PfdladtlphkL, 
on the %\3^ilec\ ot Jnfaint'Schwh^ i^id 
expressed a design to. advert to it at a 
fbture time.' . . " ' ' \ 

It may not be amiss before eiiterinjg' 
, lipon this subject at bu^^ to sho^, in 
a woH^ XhsLtSui^iay-aehodfttachen 
cannot fail to regard \t with deep in- 
teregt. In many places hifard Sanday- 
sehoob, are already established; -and, it 
inAs long beenoiir conviction that there 
should be connected ^ith e^ery Suh- 
day-school, an infant-school or. infant 
classfc the teacher of which,,shotttd be 
selected for his pciculiar qualification^ 
and the instruction •of wfaiehfih6uld be 
wholly adapted to. the peculiar wants 
of the pupils, • Little cbildren can 4e- 
rive no i9iportant beiiefit» frpih. the-j 
geneial system, of instniction in those 
Sunday-scKobls, wh^re the exercises 
are upon subjects of which they .must 
be altogether Jgnbrant. 

The Sunday-sqhool teacher .must 
feel desirous that ""every child' w,ho 
enters the> school, 9hpuld be as intelli- 
gent as possible ( and if alUhe Qhildten ' 
who. come -into. our Sunday-schools, 
at five or six years ol<i^ were pre- 
viously "well trained in infant-schools, 
we should have our fears, that in 
many instances, 'the «ystrtn of organi- 
sation would Se "completely rfeversedj 
an^ those who cam'^ td receive instnic- 
tion would be best qualified to ^e it 
The more the Ynjnd of a'child has 
b'een accustomed to exercise, and- 
the more, it has been made* to feel 
what power it has. to think, reflect, 
and judgie, the Hipre easy and delight- 
ful win be Hhe business of instruction^ 
to tlje Sunday -school teacher. And on 
the other hand, if fof any cause m/an/- 



sehools shwld fail to acoomplish theur 
great purpose,, or should ioiislcad and 
darken the in&nt mind, the evil would 
be seen^ felt, and deplored by none 
sooner or more deeply than by the 
Sunday-school teacher. So long at 
mfant'Sekoob ;vre iCQnducted on the 
principles which haye been generally 
adopted fbr their inanagement^ they 
will be no less imp9rtant auxiliaries to 
the system of Sunday-schqol instruc* 
tioti, thssi that of commpn schools. We 
^ruist these' sugge|tiQns will show that 
we are not waxvderirig out of our pro- 
Tince in the remarks we now proceed 
to>mak^. 

^ This plan of infant teachinjg, hat 
befenveiy slpwly introduced into this 
country. The' principles of it were 
w^U und€;rstood, and much wa9 known 
of the books, and fonns and machine- 
s'', which ^ere used in conducting 
the schdols, and of the entu'e success 
of- the pla^, before any experiment 
was made Hmong us. ; The disadvan- 
tages under which such experiments 
are, and. must always be n^dci 
the lon^ artificial and embarrassing 
proce»3 by which public attention 
in this country, must be drawn to such 
objects,aM purblic opinion formed and 
expressed respecting them, peed not 
be shown. ' 

^ These schools have never yet taken 
a. place in our general system of edu« 
cation; hut theiix design and character 
are well known by those who interest 
themselves at all in the general subject. 
'" So far as we have been infprmed* 
the support of infant-achools,^ hitherto, 
in this country,, has. been derived, 
principally^' from chwitdble contribu- 
tions; arid those wnose benevolence 
induced them to procure or furnish 
the means of supporting tliemf Ijave 
generally determined the kind of in- 
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gtruction they should afford. This 
has been chiefly on moral and rett- 
gioos lubjectfly or at any rate a very 
proiAinent reli^oua character has beefi 
uniformly given to all the forms of in- 
struction. And we esteem this'a most 
valuable characteristie of tbeffystemr 
We think the simplicity ot, mon^ and, 
religious truth, the effect of it On the 
BHnd and hfart, and of course on the 
character, and the importance of it in 
every view, fiilly justify the assigning 
to it the chief plac^" among the su)b>' 
jects of mfant-school instniction.- 

The' proper authority of the city 
and county of Philadelphia^ were long 
mnce Urged* with much importunity, 
to. appropriate a portion of the public 
money to the maintenance of infant" 
tehoola. ' Thjs course would be mani- 
festly unautlMrized, and was therefore 
uniformly dacVu)ed. ^ut at- length' 
a resolution wa^ passed for the estab- 
lishment of schools forihe.instimction 
of children under five years old, in 
connexion with the existing public 
schools. I^reparatory measures were 
adopted for carrying the resolution 
into effect, and it is supposed that ttie 
experiment yr'ijX in. due time be tried, 
and we hope,witi;r^ll denrable success. 

There is much \good sense and 
practical knowledge discovered'in the 
rep6rt of the committee, which ac* 
c6mpanied the re$olutiiohs. The only 
extracts for wl^ch we have room, bow- 
ever, are the folio whig, and they con- 
tain conclusive arguments to support 
the mea^tlre 'proposed. ^ 

The €Jariiest moftient at which the' 
physical and menial pOWer^.are suf-' 
nciently developed, ought to be seizied 
for commencing , the work of ^mpral 
and intellectual culture.— ^And the ex- 
perimeiTts which have now been'faith- ' 
fully -tried both in England and the 
Uni{ed States, are conclusive to show 
that such efforts may be successfully 



made at an age much earlier than hse 
been recognized by-law, for the ad- 
mission of pupils- intp * the public 
schools. In' fact, there is no ^oubt, 
{.that the operations of the present 
schools are irap^ed^ and^ the scope 
and extent of the education imparted 
to their pupdls, greatly restricted by, 
the large nuipbers. who enter them at 
n\ore advanced ages, wh(41y ignorant 
of tl^e very firat ;radiment8, and who 
flW.dl the alphabet classef^ of all the 
schools of the district. . ' 

Your committee is also induced to 
believe, that the numbers, of children: 
admisnble in|o the schools by the ex- 
istiiiig law, who would attend, and re- 
cede instruction, might be greatly in- 
creased i>y, the establishment of Btibsi- 
4iai^ sehoolafdr their infant brpthert 
and sisters, whose- h^lpless^ condition - 
often requhres" the whole time of the 
elder ones at home, and this consider- 
atiofl makes itill-importknt, liiat any, 
schools which may be established for . 
infant children, should be l&cated in 
tfie same Or contiguous 'buildings to 
those of the present -public schools? an. 
advantac^eAvhich yourcommittee upon^ 
inquiry jbelieves is of eaay attainment 
at a comparatively moderate expanse. 

This is^ all veiy welli" and, we are 
aware' that many persons think it a 
favourable change in.public Sentinierit, 
and that ipnany of the warmest friends 
of the institution, /.have long desired 
that ' infant-schools should' become 
sharers of legislative patronage, if. not 
subject^ of legislative supervisioh. 
• And this may be a just opinion, but 
die fear weliave is; that infi^nt-schools 
when they become incorporated with 
the general ^stem of education, will 
be aiBictei^ with the same evils which 
common schools now exp^enpe, idl 
oiver the: country, from th^ incompe- - 
tency of 'teachera; and that they will 
e^tperiehce. them' the raorp severely 
hefeaase their management requires 
more tact and skill than tiiat of 
comipon schools.. This evil has been 
felt already, if we are not mistaken, 
even with all the advantages, of the 
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personal and constantattention of the 
wise and good, who have interefted 
themselves In the plan. ' 

Th^ sjrstem of infant'V^hr be- 
coming popular, Imd the 'x:all Yor 
teachers verjr pressing, mtny wese in* 
duced to resort to this j9eeu/iar mode 
of teadiing as :an Experiment; tfnd 
wit^ two or three .months, (perhaps 
ai man^' weeks,). formsd preparation*, 
they hkte'takftn dutfge of a school of 
fifty or fflxty children. As the ^hole 
matter is novel and interesting^ and 
curiouB in itiejf, ahnoBt any thing will 
passforan»vi/arii-i2iAoo7.^ Aiidthujiit 
is feared, that veiy many .children are 
at this moment, suffering deeply, and 
irreparably, from the ignorance and un- 
sUIfulness of thofie, who are proposed 
as-thehr best goidfts to k^owledgeand 
truth.' > 

. When infani^tchool ieaeheur^ then, 
shall be employed, aa pommon-school 
teachers now are, there irill be ^Sanger 
that the same curse will fall oa them,, 
that has fallen on common sehool^-^the 
curse.of ignorant teachers. And there 
are so few, who di^criupiinate between 
the us^ and abuses of a syrftem, that 
whenever, frdm. any cause, o^ to any 
extent, the system Calls into disrepute^ 
it faUa 09 ktytUmy and not' as a part. 

Again, there can be no doubt that 
the care and supervision ejte^ised 6y 
a public political j>ody over ipfanU 
9ch(ioUmii\\ bb-very ^erent from tkfc 
vigilant attebtion, iind absorbing in- 
terest^ ^hich areprompi^hy a strong 
sense oif duty ami a deep feeling of 
benevolence/. 

While our compion school system \S 
bai (as it is throughout the country, 
so far |M we have, any )cnowlcd^,) 
we cannot rejoice to aee it extended, 
so as to embrace our infant popuIdUon. 
On the other hand, we should rathei- 



wish t;hat means were devised, to fk* 
cilitate thetf escape from it. We need 
not say that this remark is general, 
anci that in many districts of the union 
the intererts of education are cheri^- 
ed with uneeaaing care. 

We add, that the system of Infant- 
schobl instruction, foeda to te -bettet 
undargtoodf and until it b better un- 
derstood, every attempt made to en- 
graft it on bdr existing political ins^- 
tutionsr (If not abortive) would be at- 
tended with greiLt difficulty and ^vn- 

Some of our readers mfty know, that 
a Model InfiaU-aekool, l^as. been pro- 
posed as^ measure pf great import- 
ande, and an effort has been made, we 
believe, to enlist the friends of Inf&nt- 
school instruction, throughout the 
country, in behalf of the plan. 

The committee vfho had charge of 
the subject, published, their views in 
the form of- a circular. • And if we 
had no other evidence^ but that which 
this document ^fVbrds, it would - satis- 
fy u/^jthat muQh pnore needs to be 
kfiown of this system, t^ven by. its 
most conspicuous advocates, before 
we are prepared to make it i part of 
our populaar 'system of education. The 
.following is a single paragraph fVonT 
the circular. 

** Regarding the senses as the inlets 
to the mindj we must commence with 
hen9(Uionf obaerttUioh, ahd refleeiion, 
thus fbrming the basis of thoughf; and 
Tntrodticing^ tfeose elem^ents, but. of 
which, ^(y means of reflection, com- 
parison, discrimination. and association, 
tlie higher faculties of memory^ judg- 
ment, reason, intellect, and in short, 
the niorol and religious sentiments are 
forined, by which 'the passions and 
propensities of our animal nature are 
to he contVolled. Sath being the im- 
portant .advantages resulting froA 
these institutions, it is obvious tliat 
they call for a well-digested system, 
and facilities of acquiring a knowledge 
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of the mode of inrtruction, of which 
they are at present .destitute." 

It is» surely, irrationalto talkof the 
**ba8ia cf thought,** and of introducing 
elements out of which memoryj jufy-. 
ment, reason, and intellect are formed, 
as well as morai and feUgioua senti- 
tnents, and this toOj, by means of reflec- 
tion, comparison, discrimination, and' 
association! What, we may ask^ would 
be the nature of reflection^ compari- 
son, discrimination, and association, 
befgre memory, judgment, reason and 
intellect were formed? We will not ex-^. 
amine the objectionable manner in 
whicli'the .principle is stated, becau^ 
the principle itself is so entirely inde- 
fensitle,* and we have alluded to it, 
only to ^how how much is yet to be 
learned on this subject'. - 

The cqnclusioii of the whdc mat- 
ter is thisj— ^let the Infant-schools alrea- 
dy planted by the hand of charity, be 
generousl^jr suppdrted; let tieito have 
all they ask to.^eniarge and impTdve 
their proceedings; let thetn be multi- 
plied as fast as means can be obtained, 
and extended ^ far as public fefeling 
is prepared for them,.-and let all this 
be done without any reference to the 
movements of the body politic:— -and 
while all. may b^ dohe by public au- 
thority, whicli wisdom and .'patriotistn 
can ask OP justify, still there will re- 
main materials enough, 'put of whicli 
ta form Inore charity Infanfsckools 
than there will, be ^eans provided to 
support, OK teachers foiind to iiisU-uct.- 

' '■ ; \ '"^ 7^; "t^ — r" 

* Since Writing the above, We no- 
tice that £i very respectable religious 
journal in a distant ^tate, has att?ick- 
ed what the editor calls this "danger- 
ous philosophy,'* and considers the 
'^legitimate end of it, to be down- 
right niaferialisni, and Owenism.*' 
Some of his language of condemna- 
tion is much stronger than this. 



tiBBART. 

Mr. Editor: 

Will you afford me a place in your 
columns, for. sugge^ing to my fellow- 
teache^:s a plan for arranging, and 
uiing a Suftday-schoot library, which, 
thodgti it may have many fcvils, has an- 
swered . our purpose thjis far, better 
than any other which we have, tried*, 
or of whicfr we h«re heard. . If it had 
liot been tried,. and well-approved, I 
should not feel justified in occupying 
your time, or that of your readers, . 
with an es^ibltion of it. 
, Since the introductioii of this new 
pOan, I have acted as IJhjrarian, and 
must say that it answers my expecta- • 
tions fUlly. Most of the teachera ar« 
satisfied' ^ith it, and give it the pre- 
ference to -any former one. 

0n the back of each book if mark- 
ed the nun^ber of the book, and the 
age of the child to whose capacity it is 
adapted; the title and number of the 
book ape also preserved in the cata-' 
lo^ue, that the number may be cor- 
rectly replaced on the book, if it shall 
W^ar ofE ^ -, 

In the^bookxcase^ each shelf has its 
appropriate books. The upper shelf 
contains books. for tejichers, and for 
leaimers over 18 years of age^ and this 
shelf is marked (18^) the second dielf 
from the top (16) the third (14), %nd 
down to: (4) >s in; Fig. 1. annexe^^ 
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A book numbtred (6) is considered 
abore tbe capacities of children four 
or five yean of age, and would not be 
lent to a child under six, bijit to a 
child six and ovf r. 

Teacheitr are^ furnished with s^ cbss 
book ruled as in Fig. 2. annexed. The 
name ^nd age of each member of the; 
classy being at- the head of the column, 
and when a book is e^cbttng^ in the 
class, or returned to the libraiy, it'haa 
a check before its nuinber t^us^i/ * 





HegitterofJBod^ 


^•■. 


Teacher. 

A. a. 


.J^ 


9 
Willmm. 


9 


4 


V' 75 

%/ 77 

V7S 

y/ 76 

80 


V 7^ 

y/ 75 

s/77 
s/7^ 

y/ 80 

.78 


V 77 
^/ 76- 

V 75 \ 

y/ 80 
y/ 79. 



The librarian looks at the class 
book, and ascertains tlte ageHf the chrl- . 
dren to be supplied, to be eight aod 
Bine, and for the first Sabbath selects 
from dielf (18) No. 2 for the teacher, 
and from tfhelf (8) N09. 7S^77, &e. 
and sends them by the monitor t6 the 
class, the teaeher charges. to himself 
No. 2., to Joseph No. 75, William Noi 
76, Georgi No. 77. On the second Sab- 
bath, the teacher find*, his schQlars 
hsLve read theii* books fo as to be able 
to give a godd account of them. lie 
therefore, cJiecks them, and gives No/ 
7S to W., to G. Np. 76f and J, No. 77. 
The third Sabbath, the teacher finds 
the^ have all read their books, and be 
again changes them in the cla^s. On 
the fourth Sabbath, .the bQok» having 
4ili been read by all the children, thay 
are checked and s^ot back with the 
data book, to th^ fibrarian; who makes 
another selection., f'rom shelf No. 18 
be selects No. 4 for (be teacher, ^nd 
&T th« Schplarsr No. j^8, 79 and 80, 
and returns the class book with the 
books' selected to ther. teacher, wha' 
then dfcUven them to thcf scholars, and 
charges them as bef<»e. Suppose the 
tcucher wishes for a bool; for a scholar 
and sends the class book in its pre- 
ient situation; the libnuian sees that 
George is the one for whom he is to 
wake the aelection, fA the last book 
chanred, under his name is checked, 

Vol. VII.— 11 



and he sees^ too» what books George 
has read. 

By. this pla« there is a very great 
saving of teachers' time. It was cal- 
culated that ii^ our summer school 
more than fifteen hour* of their valua- 
ble time was spent in aelecting books 
on every Sabbath day^ now one per- 
son is able to make all tb^ changes, 
and we (^ve thus at least twelve 
hours. .. 

No opportunity '^is^given the diil- 
drtn for play, fof Che teachei^ |ve not 
under the necessity of leaving- their 
scholars as- they were by the old plan. 
Alltheif^business, with the librarian, is 
done through th6 monitor,' appoint- 
ed to eac|^ dass. 

Teachers knpw what books have 
been read by their schoburs^ having the 
evidence before them.^ . - 

A dtild is ol^ged to receive a book 
which is sent to him, and -it is not to 
be received back, until a good ac- 
count i^ given of its contents. 

In figure No/ 1, only the first and 
last book on the shelf is numbered, 
and the intermediate books are sup- 
posed to be numbered in due order. 

A eonfimunication, of a sobsequetit 
date, from an intelligent gentlemauj 
connected with the same school, con- 
tains the following opinion concern- 
ing tHe plan. . / 

'*l have seen*suoh eonclusive praC' 
Heal evidenbe of itsutifity, that I can- 
not but' hope iC . will be universally 
adopted; and it ap{iears tome, th^t 
you' will do a great favour to Sabbath- 
sbhoola generally, b^ publishing its 
details in your Magazine. 



Ksw STSTSX or TXACHiira. 

Our re^era have not-forgotten, we 
trust, a,y new system of teaching, ex- 
plained and illustrated at Aberdeen in 
Scotland^ in July 18^8, of which we 
gave some account at jiagfe 3^5 of our 
lastvoktme. 

The importance of this system. Was 
deeply felt by the managers and teacb- 
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ers of the London Sunda^^school8,<xid 
a committee of the London Sunday- 
school Union, was. appointed to cor- 
respond with Mr, Gall, the author of 
the system, and invite hini'to |L.6lndon, 
to ^^Eplaiii it more fully to. Sunday-, 
schoolteachers. 

Mr: G. complied with the request, 
and the measures ^preparatoiy to' an 
experiment were immediately adopted. 

*« To affortl the fullest and most 
minute Opportunity for .investi^;atipn,,it 
was resolved, that all the meetings 
should.be public; ami the Committee, 
for this purpose, circulated thr^ough 
the Sunday-schools of London and its 
vicinity, notices of the experiment for 
training the childreni^pd invited /the 
attendaCDce of the teachers in general, 
to witness the . mode adopted, by Mp. 
G. in exercising the minds of the chiK* 
dren* t ' ' 

. In pursuance o'f the above appoint- 
ment, and at Mr. G*s.' request, a num- 
ber of "the least inf^rpned ^scholars, in 
one of the largest Sunday-schools in 
London, wsis selected, Vi'ho were care- 
fully ana individually examined. ,Froiti 
these were again selected those who 
were the most ignoran'^ aqd who 
could' give no rational account of any 
of the leading doctrines of the gospel, 
and who seemed altogether unac- 
quainted with the first : principles ©f 
Christianity. From these children, tlnis 
selected, thre^. girls, whom we shall 
designate by the letters A,'B, and'C, 
and three boys D, E, and F, were, 
formed into a class by Mr.* G*.,-w.ho re- 
quested that- an estimate, as near the 
truth as posi^ible, should be made by 
the sub -committee, during the course 
of their instruction, of their mental ca- 
pacity and previous habits, as compar- 
ed with the' ordinary average of Sun- 
day-school, children, and whethe;*they 
should orsliould iiot discover in them 
a growing delight in the exercises as 
they advanced. . ' ' 

The ages, apd times which these 
children had previously .been under 
instruction^ either in a woman's school, 
a day school, or Sunday-schdpls, were 
afterwards ascertained to be as follows: 
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liad Iwen 
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at schooL 
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These si% children,, forming the first 
class, 'were trained by Mr. <& fw 
thirteen evenings,- for a^out oiie hour 
each evening. Tliese exercises were 
open to 'the inspection of th^ subcom- 
mittee, and were, attended, by many 
teachei's from various parts of the me- 
tropolis and hs vicinity, 

That this experiment in J^bndon 
might be more satisfactoiy jind com- 
plete, Mr. :G. had proposed thatan^ 
other class of childreft should be form- 
ed from the lo\^est grade which could 
be found, both as to moral habits apd 
religious knowledge. From a -day 
school, acco^ngly, consisting of se-» 
veral .hundreds, about a ^ozen chil- 
dren were selected, ' Who were 
thought to approach neai*est to this 
description. Upon strict exami nation^ 
Iwweter, the;j^ were fpund to be 
scarcely, if at all, lesis ignorant than 
the class previously selected; so that, 
to'proceefl with them would be little 
more than a duplicate of the other 
part of the experiment. Mr. G. there- 
fore requeslted, that,^ if . possible, chil- 
dren should be procured, somewhat 
resembling the lieatheh, who^ intel- 
lectual and moral attainments were 
^boujtded only by their knowledge of 
natural objects,' and . whose feelings 
and oWi^gations were of course regu- 
lated principally by coercion -and fear 
ofpunisfiment.' ' • 

.Two gentlemeti^ of the. committee, 
accordingly undertook the seai'Ch) and 
at last procured from the streets three ; 
children, a boy and twp girls, of the 
ageis, so far as could be ascertaihed 
(for they themselves could not tell) 
of sey^n,- nine, and eleven years, whom 
we shall designate G, li, and L These . 
children had no knowled^fe of letted; 
knew no more than th^ name of i€rod, 
and that he was in -the skies, but 
could not tell any thing about him, or 
What he had dpne. They knew not 
who made the sun, nor the world, nor 
themselves. They 'had. no idea of a 
soul, or that they shodld live after death. 
One had a confused idea of the name 
JtesuB, as connected with' prayers,. 
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which, however, she di4 not under- 
stand, but had never heard of Adam, 
Koah, or Abraba^. 'When' asked if 
they ^new'aay thm^:^^ Moses^ one of 
them instantly recoUected the name^ 
but when examined, it was found that 
sh^ only referred to a cant term usual- 
ly bestowed upon the otd-clothea-men 
of London* •They had' no idea of a Sa- 
idour; knew nothing of heaven or hell;. 
had never heard or Christ,- a'lld knew 
not whether . the., name belonged^ td.a 
man or. a Avomaii. — The -Boy, when , 
strictly interrogate^d on this point, and 
asked, whether he indeeid knew^no^ 
thing- at aU of J^S|js Christ, thinkmg 
his veracity c^ed in question, Tepli^d 
with much earnestness^ and in ^ man- 
ner that shewed the rude state of bis 
mind, *' No; upon my 3oul I do not.'" 
— \Vith these three children, being the 
z€cofid classy j^li*. Gall met publicly for 
eleven days, during one hour each^y. . 
' The third class selected for this ex- 
periment, consisted. of three of the'. 
most intelligent girls of the schot)l first 
mentioned, and whom wp shall desig- 
nate by K, L, and M, aiid were 'of the 
agea of 11, 12, and Id, respectivejy: 
These were instructed in the nature, 
and trained to the exerbise, of prayer, 
as lessons only, and not; as devt)tidnal 
exercisesi They were, besides, rc- 
c^oested to procure for tliemselves, tWo > 
little ch^en eaeh, to'be instructed by. 
them in the prindpies of ifhe..Christian 
religionw^ About judf an hour each 
evenjng was dedicated to this class. ' 
As much of the value of thb experi,.. 
ment depended on ascertaining the 
natural at^ililies and acquired ^habits 
of the children previous to its com- 
mencement, the subrcommittee at 
Mr. 0*8 request, enideavoured, during 
the time occupied by the exercjses,*to 
form 9 correct estimate of both. As to 
the natural capacities of the/rW class, 
A, Bi C, n, E; and F, they were ob- 
viously and considerably below medio- 
crity. Some idea of thisj .indeed,* inay 
beiormed from the reinarkable eircum- 
stance, which was i^ot known at tlie 
time, of their having been previously 
so long under instruction, and yet rcr 
muni)ig . in the state of ij^norance in 
which they were when^M^r. G. took 
them under his tuition. Their' pre- 
vious habits of mental w^andcring and 
inattention were also conspicuous; but 



in three of the six, viz. B, D, and E, 
they appeared to be exceedingly in- 
veterate, and Gontinu^ to.be more or 
less so, (^tiring the whole period of 
their instruction. 

The natural abilities of the children 
In the %ttjmd class, (G^ H, and I,) 
.wqVe better, And may be considered as 
a fair average of children in generaU 
Those JfA the third class, evidently 
possessed a higher order of iqrtellect, 
and eagerlj^ and rapidly acquired a 
knowledge of all that they were taught. 

In order that an opportunify might 
be _ afforded to the Sunday-school 
teachers throughout London and its 
vicinity, tcwiUiess the result of this 
experiment^ a public meeting was held 
in. each of th^' four London Auxiliary 
Sunday-School Unions, when the Les- 
son System ofteaching was explained 
by Mr. G., and illustrated by the ex- 
amination -of the first and second 
elkases Of the children; and, -on the 
16th of A^pril, a General Meeting of 
the Committee of the Sunday-School 
Union w^ held at the Depot, for the 
special purpose of examining the chil- 
.aren, and ascertaining, by minute and 
accui^te ini;estig^tion,'the result of. 
this important experiment. 

A list Of the principal doctrines of 
the" JBible (in all forty-four, J e'mbracing 
the character and attributes of God, 
th^ character and offices of Christ, 'th& 
nature of faith, repentance and ol>e- 
die^nce, and the system of duties^ pri- 
vileges aod ordinances, which the-gos- 
pel discloses, having been prepired, 
formed* the basis of the examination, 
and -after a thorough course of ques- . 
donS and cross questions, by different 
individuals who. were ^presenti the 
Committee were quite satisfied, that 
tl)e children haft really and individually 
acq<Hred a correct knowledge and uh- 
deratanding of them all. . 

They were next examined, on' Old 
Testament History* from the time of 
Adani tifl the death of Moses; — of the 
leading, circumstances jof which -they 
had ac^tined a. correct knowledge in 
chronological order, and shewed a ^e-^ 
lightful aptitude in drawing from them 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 



Netn Syitem rf Teaching. 



Mar eh 



tkofe practical leasona which are taag^t 
by theac historical factv. 

The mopt interesting branch at' this 
part of their examination, howevei^ 
was the application of the seveml les- 
sons which tl}ey hadpreviotisly drawn, 
which shewed most decrdecUy the 
great valae and importance of thb 
system i;if> education. ' 

The searHd* class (G, H, and 1.) 
were, next exarmned, tninutely and in- 
dividually^ on thcg^eat leading 4oc- 
trihes of Christianity.- *rhe enumera- 
tion and ilkistrati<m of the several 
doctrines were given with a simplicity^ 
and in a lansua^ pepulia^ly their own ; 
which clearly proved the value of thia,t 
part of the lesson system, which en- 
joins the dealing w|th the ideas, rather 
than wtib Wor4s$ and which shewed, 
-thatthey had acquired a clear know- 
ledge o^ the several truths. — They 
were also exi^mined on' some parts of 
the Old Testament Hi8tory,fr0m wlwch 
ihey also drew some practical Jtessons, 
in a maimer similar to 4he farmer class* 

The third cisLS^, (K, L, ind M,) 
were liext examined on the nature and 
practice of prayer* iTiey shewed greai, 
skdr in comprehending and deling 
the several component parts.of pi-s^ei*, 
as invention,, adoration, confession, 
thanks^ving*, petition, Ike. — They first 
g^ve examples of each separately, 
and then, with* great facility, ma^e 
selections from each division in its or-- 
der,- which they gave consecutively, 
shewing that they had acquired, with 
ease and aptitude,b!y means of this clas- 
sification, a most desirable scriptural di- 
ectory in the iroportarit duty of pi»yer. 

They then turned several lessons 
and passages of scripture into prayer; 
and the chairman, and sevei^l «f \he 
gentlemen present, read to thqm pas- 
sages from various parts of the BiWe, 
\i^hich they rei^dily classified, as taught 
in the :" Questions on Prayer,'* and 
turhed them into adoration, petition, 
confe^bn, or thanksgiving, according 
to their nature, and as they appeared 
best suited for eachi Some of the texts 
were of a mixed, and even of a com- 
plicated nature; but in every case, 
even when they were n6t previously 
acquainted with the passages, they di- 
vided them into parts, ami refer- 
red each of these to its proper class, 
as il^the more simple verses. 



A little child who waa taught by 
one of these girls, was next examintd, 
and shewed » distinct knowledge of 
the gt^at leading troths of the gospel. 
— T^e young, teacher, whdse labours 
app^ayed So successful in communica- 
ting a knowledge ot'the Christian dob- 
trine to thi^ chUd of i^ or seven, years 
of age, on being 'questioned as to her 
mode of teaching,stated \6 the commit- 
tee, that her pupU repeated the words, 
while she catechised fver by cros» 
questions, making her find out the 
answers in her own xmnd, from the' 
words she had usei^* ' 

In coidcludtBg their Report^ the 
Coinnuttee* express their deliberate 
^nyiction, that this system of teaching 
is eminently 'simple m its details, and 
well calculated to excite ^he attention, 
and to sU'epgthen and ^expand the 
mind. Tni^t by its melms, troth is 
speedily afid permanently conveyed to 
the understa^idinj^^andretuned in the 
mepory; and children are enabled to^ 
convert all tha^ they learn into practical 
use, in which consists the great pecu- 
liarity of the system, by drawmg'fi-om 
it subjects for prayer, an^ lessons to 
guide them in their gen^l conduct, 
while the application of^the lessons to 
the common ocburrences of life, tends 
to revive' all ^these upon the mind, to 
enlighten the Conspiened, and to 
prompt to duty. Upon these grounds 
the Committee, cheerfully and earnest- 
ly recommend the system for adoption 
h) Sundayschook and famines. . 

This experiment tni^i^t be regarded 
with much interest by Shmday-idiool 
teachei'8. Haying been made for their 
ipibrmation, having relation to subjects 
with which they are fam^ar, and 
shewing results which they cannot But 
feel to' be exceedingly desirable, they 
will.be aiuciiQus to know, what are the 
peculiaritiies t>f the system, and how 
far the method of teaching, so. highly 
recommended, may be conveniently 
and pjOperly adopted by us in our Sun- 
day-56hoo)^. , . 

To this inquiry^ we shall ask the 
attention- Of our readers in our next 
number. ' ^ 
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A writer m tlie London Sfcinda^r- 
school Teacher's Maguine, fean that 
too much importance is attached to the 
. wisdom of this world, suchas a know- 
ledge of kng^ges^ &c. in th^ qualift- 
cations of teachers. He thinks thete 
things, thohgh weH, enough in their 
place, are not essetitiat tp the eharactee 
of a Sunday-school teacher. . 

' He thhiks that f* ChrisHatu in gen- 
eral do not' take euffident jnUre^t in 
the tubjtd. ^18 ttnie that they sab* 
aCfibe thair money in aid of so laudable 
an object^ but thia .is not' enough. 
Let tpei|i shoVr that ^ey are reidly 
ar^ous to seef the prosperi^ of the 
schpds, in theii' respecjtiye ]^acea of 
worship. . Let there be a spirit of in- 
quiry among^ them, how they may 
st^ngthen the hands of the teacfh^ 
and encourage them in. their work. 
There are many who feet ao little in- 
terested in the schools in their own 
immediate' neighbourhood, that Tcoii) 
one aiiniversary to another, they never 
.trouble themselves to inquire as to 
their prosperity or exert themselves 
for their benefit; .ind thus the teaebers 
are left ij^ithojat tl^at encoi^^ement 
which their Christian fnenda might af> 
iotd th.em. 43ure|y Qhristians should, 
be anxious' ibr the (extension of the 
Redeemer's .kinjgfdom, and for the' 
gloryof his name \ , huft they indiffer- 
ent »A to whether br no, .there be a 
generation to serve Jthe Lord, when 
they are bad in the silent grave? .The 
great 8be|^rd of. Israel manifested 
his love for the Unibs of his flock, by 
taking them pp in his amis, putting 
his hand» upon them, knd blessing^ 
them; an<j| when the fulness of time 
was come, he crowned his work and 
labour of love upon thie earth, by lay- 
ing down his^'life for his sheep. , lAt 
Christians, therelbre, ifppelled by gra- 
titttde.to the Saviou?, and stimulated 
by the example of, him. i^hom they 
profess to follow, coioperate with tlie 
teachers in so' rood and glorious a 
cause, >and shew that. While they them* 
aelves enjoy the blessing of a preach- 
ed gospel, they arfe anxious that the 
lambs of the flock should not be.lef^a 



preyrto. rvcki and the anares of l^m 
who goath about .seeking Whom hd 
raftydevour.'V 

And he suggests, too, that nncere 
andt>ioiia teachera, whoafe hearta have 
•been renewed b^. the influence of the 
Holy Spirit^ and whose ddight it is to 
work in the vineyard of the ^rd, and 
to>#ear tender plantato* hia gkny, *e 
in' danger of forgetting that their work 
* is with M^en^ whose young minds 
cannot b^ar the « strong meat" of the 
gospel. 

Being ** babea in Christ,'^ they must 
be' ** fed' with the simsere milk of thb 

word, that they may grow thereby.'* 
* > 
'* This ^he.teaclier who relies upon 
the promised influence of the Holy 
;^irit, whose heart is set to the worlc, 
and wh^ haa the qualification of love 
in the' soul, will be successfully en- 
abled to do: and although he will have 

> nAich to contend ^th in hia work, 
from the ignorance and inattention, of 
the children <;ominitteato his charge, 
this Will Only stimuhte hini to renewed 
exertion; and an»ous prayer. The 
more baivenness. arid ignorance he dis- 
covers, th|e npore anxious will he be to 
store the niind with gospel truth. He 
will apply himself to^ the work with 
full purpose of heart, will descend to 
^e capacities of the children^ aAd with 
all meekness and patience endeavour 

. to iippress upon tneif minds the im- 
portance of rem'emberine their Creator 
in the ({ays of theii* youth. . It will be 
necessary, however,, for the tescher to 
gain the affections of bis children; and 
in order to do thia, he miist shew tiiat' 
hereally loves them, and is sincerely 
intjerested in th^r present and. eternal, 
welfare. Having dpne this, he iwill 
have accomplished much^, the children 
will listen to his exhdrtations and ald- 
monitiona, and his own soul will be re- 
freshed aiid rejoiced, while he is en-, 
g-aged in imparting tb them the bless- 
ings of the gospel. Let the useful and 
iudioiouaplan of question and answer 
be generally i:esOrted to, as by this 
means thfeir ideas, and thoughts of 
Acriptural truth zvp drawn forth; and 
tliey are compelled to Exercise their 
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jud^ents upon it. This would be 
fbund more useful and interesting to 
the children, than the ordinary mode 
of pr6sii\g exhortation. By the fbrmer 
mode the children 'will be more atten- 
tive, they wiU.be induced to think,' 
and to 9tudjr the scripitures for them- 
selves, so aa to give y.rea4y andcor- 
tect answer to the'questiOi>s proposed 
by the teacher; while by the fatter,, 
btit little is effected. The hwig^.and 
tiresome exhortation ^ wearies their 
weak anU tender minds; they become 
inattentive and restless, and are'oflen 
g]ad when it is concluded. 

These suggestions h^ve much 
weight, and deserve gveat considera- 
tion. We do not think,' however, 
that the danger in our Sabbath--school 
arrangements, is that too much human 
learning will be rec^uired in .Sunday- 
sehool teachers. It has. seemed to ifs, 
on the contrary, that ouf* prevailing 
error; is, that we overlook this class of 
qualifications en/tre/y. if a teikcher, 
male or female, becem^ a consistent 
follower of the Lord Jesus Qhnst,. and 
offers to serve as a tei^dier, a class is 
forthwith asagne'd to ^e applicant, 
with scarcely any reference to any 
qualification but that of piety. But if 
such a person is incapt^le bf reading, 
or knowing if others read correctly; so 
as to convey the meaning pf what is 
read; if such a person is incapabfe of 
talking even to his Stiitday-schoo^ class 
without exposing, his ignorance, and 
making himself « subject of remark 
among its memfiers, though we. might 
not be willing* to exchange him 
for a teacher of mare human learning 
and ftQ piety, we should still di^sirei to 
supply his pla^e by hnt who was less 
grossly deficient in Wl^at are unques-. 
tiopably most Hnpoilant qualifications. 

Good manners, good senses a correct 
knowledg^e of the. English languajg^e,,' 
(so as to be able ta read, write, and 



and speak it properlyO an4 sincere 
[ piety, 9fe all we need-ask in our Sun- 
day -school iet^chera, Wheil we can find 
added to these, a love of teaching and 
a tfui or . faculty^or it, we^ must con- 
sider it 'a rare combination of'.gtiod 
qualities; Good manners^ and good 
senses are needed in the all. the rela« ' 
tions and ocdupatipna. of life. A goo& 
knowledge of the J&ngliirix languiage, 
is. supposed to be attainable in almost 
everj^part of the G0Untiy,^gratuit6ualy, 
P or witli very t-?ifling expense, and this 
, is also important to the individual', 
whether hie becomes a Scmday-school 
[ teacher or not. Devotion of he^ and 
life to Q6d, And t<l the interests of the 
Redeemer's kingdom, is required of 
all Tnen, every where; so that all wp 
dsk . or expect of our Sundi^y-school 
teachers in irespect to qi^ailific^tions^ is 
-what we mXghtjustly ask, arid, expect 
•of every American citizen; and until, 
as a body. We approach. much neal^r 
to this reasonable standard than we dd. 
'at present, We have no fear 6£ falling 
into the error of requiring too much 
human learning in our Sihiday-school 
teachers. . ' ^ 

KBSULTS. 

We notice w instance in one of the . 
reports, in the appendix of the annual 
-repprt of thie London S. S> Uniort, 
Vk^herc' the school-room became too 
st^t fgr the acconiinodation of. the 
school, and six dwctiing-^houses in the- 
lieighbourhotid were thrown open and 
nearly filledi ^ ^ ' 

In another report a case is mention- 
ed where one hundred, cfdults, attend- 
ing, the Sunday-schools in, one vil- . 
lage, made a public profession of re- 
ligion, while many others remained 
deeply concerneji a^.out. their spirit- ' 
ual prospects. 
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From another report we'learft, that 
in a school of nine teachers all of them 
had been scholai? in the school where' 
they now taught. One of the nine 

" W^s formerly tl^e rudest and most 
ungovernable iad in the school He 
was often on. the eVe pf being dismiss- 
ed fbr -bad behaviour, but by the kind 

. providence 6f God, he always escaped 
this' last course. He is now* one of 
our. teachers./ His conduct, both at' 
school and'at home, is the reverse of 
what it was. He had often been told 
by his teachers and his parents, that it 
"watfhis duty to p^y to God morning 
and night. This he i^eyer would do; 
nor was he ever known to perform this 
duty,untilone evening, when his elder 
sister happening to go up istsurs,r a 
little time after the younger patt,of 

. ^e family had retired to r^st, she was 
surpfised to hear a voice. She .stood 
and listened-^then. advanced a little 
ftirther, when she Was surprised and 
delighted to see'this l>oy on his knee?, 
with his younger brother on 6pe side 
of him, and sister on the other; 
and thu^ washe offering up. his prayer 
to Almighty God forhimself and those 
aroohdhim." .' -y 

The BUnd, shall see.-^'W^ have in 
the school a child totally blind with 
one eye, and who oaii -siee but very- 
little with the <nher. When she came, 
to the 9chool she did not know her 
letters, and could not see them in thie 
books; however/ by the assistance of 
a set of Ikrge lessons, one of which I 
have lent ner every week« |he qan 
now read, so that in about two months 
more 1 daj;e say she will be«ablft to 
read in a Testament, if I can "pr^t^ure 
a type sufficiently Urge for her. This 
poor child I t)iink.has not- missed one 
Snnday since we coinmenced, and 
walks about' a mile and a* half. 9he 
has also learned during the year, by 
Tier mother- repeating them to her, 94 
verses and 35 6ymns. 

From the^report of a Methodist Sun- 
day-school tJnlon, embi-aiiing about 
30,000 acholaw, we make Uie following 
extract . -^ * ; 

" It is with 'heartfelf satisfaction to 
myself, and with huihble gratitude 
to Almighty God, the giver of aH good. 



that after a long delay, I am at last 
enabled to transmit to your society a 
full and (I presume) a prettv correct 
account of the schools, teachers, and 
seholai^ included in our Union for 
the past year; but I feel still more 
thankful to Heaven, that I have some- 
thing better to record than the bare 
•and drysdet^ of numbers. From. the 
commexicement of last year up to the 
moment at which I write, a neat 
number of schools, and thousands of 
teaq^rs and scholars, have, through 
.the t<;nder mercer of CUid, been visited 
wUhthe day-spring from oi) high,, to 
give iight to ibem'that sitiji darkness, 
and in the sliadow of death, to guide 
their feet into tl^ way of p<^% 
' " The wonderful predictions, and 
the' gracious promises that we have 
upon record respecting the enlarge* 
ment, increase, and glory of Messiah's 
kingdom, have been amazingly ful- 
filled, and surpriAhgly verified. The 
boupt^ful put-pourings of the Holy 
Spirit of God .f^m on high, have 
Caused the wilderness to be a fruitful 
field; and now judgment dwelleth in 
the witdemera, and rigtiteousness re* * 
^maineth in tiie fruH^l ' field. The 
eyes of the blind are opened, and the 
ears of the deaf arc unstopped: TTie 
lame itan leaps as an hart, and the 
tongiie of the dun^) sings, for in the 
wilderness * watei^ break out, &nd 
streams in the desert. The Lord is 
now building up Sion, and* He ap- 
peareth in his glory. His people are 
willing in th>;»ressit/ day of his power. 
The mountain of the Lord's house ts 
established in the top of the moun- 
tains, and is exalted above the hills, 
and all'ouf schools in some, places 
flow unto it. Yea, hundreds of our 
poor people, both youlig and old, go 
and say^ ''Come ye- and let us go up to 
the ihojuntain of the I^ord, to the house 
.of the God of Jacob, and he will teach 
us of* his ways, and we" wiH Walk in 
hispath^/" 

■ eOOB-RULS. 

• 

Good old.Mr. Ryland, of North- 
ampW, (Eng.)'when asked what was 
the best "way of educating children, 
used to say,' "** SimpUfy qhd repeta,- 
aimpKfy and tepeat,'* 
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VOBLX tltfriMSVT. 

We have been much pleased with 
. a sentiment advimced at a late public 
Sonday>icbool me^iiigy held in an 
English tQwn» in ^etdb^r last^ fen the 
purpose of organizing a Sundaj-school 
Society. The Mayor ^vas in the chair, 
and the busmess ^f thje meetinif re- 
sulted in the formation of a Sunday- 
school society composed of Clmrch- 
men. Independents, Baptists, and 
HethpdistB. \ Sereral ministers engfig" 
ed with much interest in the.proceed- 
ingf^ and one of thetB 

**A Wesleyan minister, in advocatitig 
the necesmty of combined effort oi) 
the part of the yarioii9 relig^s sects, 
judiciously observed, tha^ in'these so- 
cieties, there was eoHoperaii&h without 
amalganuaion; and that each dei)omi- 
nation n^i^ht retain its distinctive pe^ 
culiarities, and yet unite wiUi others 
on common j;round, like the Bible and 
• Tract Societies, &c. As the children 
of Israel (Fie observed) were divided 
into twelve distinct tribes, and yet 
united under Jpshua m conquering the 
land pf Canaan^ it like manner, the 
Various religious sects might combine 
their energies undei; their great spirit- 
ual Joshua in taking possesaon of ti^e 
territory of Satan, and while the ark 
of tlie covenant wa4 in the midst of 
us, we might expect to go forth * cjon- 
quering and to conquer.* ** 



ZiirOKlfAKT 817«&B9TtOirS. 

It 14 among the most perplei^ng 
questions which icome under the con- 
sideratioi^ .of the (nend9 of Sunday- 
sch«oU« how the benefits of .the sys- 
tem may be extended beyfmd the 
school-room, or rather how the im- 
pression^ attempted to he made there, 
may be continued, after the actual at- 
tendance of the pupil shall cease. 
The Bible class is open to juch an 
one, and perhaps if this exercise were 
conducted as it should be, and proper | 



[ pains were taken by the teacher, or 
parent, to induce the pupil to take ad- 
vantage of it, it would more geqeraUy 
answer the purpose. And we cannot 
refrain from expressing a. conviction 
in this incideiitaT manqer, that the 
Christian community are nqt,geher41y» 
sufficiently iwAre, of the vast behefita 
which.this system of uistruction offers. 
We are persuaded ^t it holds a much 
more impottant p]ace,am6togthe means 
of religious instruction than seems to 
be assigned to It. Circumstanc«B may 
have conspired, to. prevent a more 
general expresciion of public feeling 
on this subject,;but no x^bcumstances 
can apologise for the absehte c^ Bible 
cla«i instruction, w^ere. there is one* 
person to teach, and two persons to be 
instructed.' ^^ ^ 

We have notieed a suggestion in a 
foreign journal, on the general subject - 
of sustaining tl^e interest of Seholan 
in Sunday-schools^ alteir they cease 16 i>e 
members, which seems to us highly 
important; and $he'plan proposed la 
certainly very practicable. The ques- 
tion had been asked ** what are the 
benefits derived froyn annual meetings 
of old Sch<dars;-*how may they beyt 
he conducted, and what prevents their 
general adoption? . 

The gnawer is from one who says he 
has known such meetings to be Well 
att^ded. 

"The obvious tenefth at the times 
of .meeting were, a salutary revi- 
val of former serious impressions, 
afi interchange of interesting commu- 
nications, the' opportunity m>rded to 
ascertain the moral and religious state 
of th^ in .attendance, and to reclaim 
such as had strayed from the good 
paths' of religion, and the commending 
of each other to the favour and care 
of God, by mutual prayer; The plan 
pursued on< those o6ciunQna has been^ 
to commence with the usual devotional 
exercises; to addretp some brief obser- 
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▼ations to the mieetjng, with tlie inten- 
tion of exciting feelings of interest &iid 
attachment towards the school; and 
then to call nppn .sopne of the former 
scholars, individually, to*give jan ac- 
count of what henefits they had -re-, 
ceived by attending the^Suiiday-school;^ 
•bo to state ^ ,what place, pf worship 
they had regulanrly attended since they 
leftthe^ scfaoolf anch whether any were 
at t^ie time of iihe meeting ' so* circum^ 
stanced, as to hav^the"* ability or op- 
portunity of ce^id^ng any assistance 
to the Sunday-school; either by small 
eo»tributi6ns to its funds, or by their 
ow{i personal attendance, to assist the 
teachers in the work of religious in- 
atruction. . •. . - 

A mer^ cursonr fi^lanc^ at the bene- 
fits to be derived nqnvsucH j|[)eetings, 
at stated period^ must diow. the Im- 
portance of t&e subjectf bntdeliberaiii 
reflection will more fully impress eveiy. 
tnind with its wt importance to all 
those teachers who are desirous of as- 
certaining wliat beneficial effects 
have resulted irom their pioas labpars.. 

'Should the inquii^ l>e ^urgedr wbp 
could possibly object. to the general 
Adoption of a plan* so «inmentty calcula- 
ted for usefiilness? I shohld expect the 
immcviiat^ answer ykr,6uld be * Nq one!' 

Now it 10 weH known, that a meeting 
of some college cjatoed ia held, annually, 
for man^ years after they have gradu- 
ated, for .the purpose of {"enewmg 
pleasant aoquain^nctta, reviving the 
recollection of past scen^» aod cher- 
iahing grateful, associations.- And ^ 
knew. a caso^ifi which even the miem-; 
bers of a distii^i^ed private school.' 
fi)r young i^ie$i, assembled annually , 
for some' years* tippn the ihyitation of 
Uidr former Instructer, and -the intfer^ 
vidws were attended with much plea- 
sure. Stated meetings of those who 
are associated together by t^oontoon 
interests, views, or occqpatlpnii, occur 
continually, and all the^e derive what- 
ever importance they have Irom the 
same primnpleyas thai which should 
bring the old scholars of ^ a' Sundsy- 
icfaool together, at fixed penods^ 



Suppose, for example, that it should 
be' proj»08ed in Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, or any other populous 
town; where Sunday-schools have 
been long established, that all persons 
. who have ever attended them regular- 
lyv for the space t)f one year previous to 
1B25^ should meet at a auitable place, for 
the purpose' of fnutui^ Inquiry and in- 
formation. The meeting wmald be con- 
ductedlike any other public meeting, 
yet with as-little formality as possible. 
All persons but those Included in the 
invitation, would of cdurse be excluded 
from th^ meeting*. Here then, We should 
bsive'ass^mbjed, miitisters, lawyers and 
physfcians, fkthersand mothers, neigh- 
bours and friends, and; in short* per- 
sdns of all the professions^ and ^cu- 
patiOns, luid condition* of life, with 
ail their various interests and circum- 
stances^ yet ksnmilated by this one 
circi|ihstance,— that they haVe all been 
controlled and directed in a greater or • 
less degteeV at some period of their 
lives, by- the in^uence of Sabbath- 
school instrqibtioi). We should, see 
whether, their countenance^ appear- 
since, cbnversation^ intelligence, ' &c. 
adrocated the system, or condemned 
it. if we should fipd, \a suth an as- 
BeiAbly, the sam^ variety of appear- 
ancef and conditioori that we see in the 
common, assemblies of nlankind at 
public political meetings in stages^ 
steam-boats, &e., wh^re the ignorant, 
the Vile, the intemperate and poverty- 
atrickeh, are as clearly desigiiited, aaif 
their condition was branded upon their 
fbreheads, it would be one picture. 
And if on the other hand,\lre should 
see, and bear on eVery side, indica* 
tions of sobriety, intelligence, and 
comfort, it would be another, itod far 
more agreeable pleiure. 

VoL.VIL— IJ^ 
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The principle we «.ontendfor,i8,lhat 
reKf^oufl education will unquestiona- 
bly present the last picture. In any vil* 
lage that can be named, the relijp'ously 
educated iamily, js as completely dis- 
tinguished fnom't^er ill-bred ai^d ;un- 
nily, in the eye and mind of the whole 
neighbourhood, as the dwelling houses' 
W by their' colou]c»- or the fruit trees - 
by what they bear. . We dp .not say, 
that the< children of religiQus. people 
are always well eilucated; Tery'$ff 
otherwise,^ But that the family, in 
,which the genuine influence of religion 
IS felt, and in, which the principles Of 
religion ^e the prineiples by which 
every departm^^nt .is ordered and' re- 
gdlated, is to all around, it, \* as a city 
set on an hill,** cannot b« denied. ^ 

The system of Sunday-school in- 
$truction, contemplates the elevation 
of the whole (immunity of children, 
to the same eminence. If one case 
. in fifty, nay, one in tei), should disap- 
point uf^ we should still consider t^e 
gteat object attained if the n'me. were 
•good pareiits, neigl^bpurs and citizens. . 
If this attempt to give a morai fiS^d re- 
ligious education -to a commui^ty 
IS impracticable, it has l>e^n tried 
long enough to. show it, If tlie ^ 
thing itself is p^cticable^ but tbe 
. means employed are inadequate, or 
unsuitable,, this alsbrmu^t b^ 61^ villus 
by this tim^ { And if b6tl» thc^ praptica- 
- bifity of the measure and the adequfiey 
of the mea^s al-e beyond question, the 
' result of past efforts is ^the beA evi- ^ 
dence of it. \ 

■: If we do ngt mistake, many of the 
friends of Sunday-school are too much 
induced to speculate on thia pubject, 
as if it was yet.a matter of experiment. 
So far from oonsjidering it in. this lights 
if the adwid remits: t^ Sunday-school 
instructibn, in tkU Country alone, are 



not sufficiently manifest and direct, to 
show that the system is capable of ac- 
compliishing all that its. friends ever 
<^laimed, aiid is therefore yortby of 
general' esteem add support, — we 
thotM fieljtivtifiidin hbandaning it 
<U onee/T^supb is our entire confidencei 
in the issue of any examination that 
can be Made : and k should always be 
remembered thut the results, whatevet 
they sire, must fiave. been mat<^rially 
affected' by the'.pecuBar oiroumstan- 
ces undfer which they have been pro^ 
duced* ^ ' ' *^ 

X'et u^ then try, the plan above sug- 
gested, 01! som^ other fo^r'the purpose 
of tstabKshing ffute, if no other pur- 
pose calls for, it. Let Ms see'moi^ 
generally, what Sunday-^school instruc- 
tion, giv6n tei^j^een, twenty, and 
twenty*fiive years ago, to persons who 
are now twenty-fivcV ; thirty, thirty- 
five, and iforty jears old,, has produced. 
We hayp something lik^ what lawyeTs 
ctfUai^*upoh every ^aracter which 
has been foimed under Sunday-school 
influence- And every child jiho^hl be 
impresi^ed deeply with this feelihg, 
that he w^ nojt jpass a day ^ter leaf- 
ing the school li^thdut beaiting testi- 
moiny in favour oC itii influence, or 
against it; itnd that we jkhall want his 
character amohg others, as an item of 
evideilce, by which wo shall hope to 
prove to mankind^ that whatever, nfkis- 
guided and wicke;d men ma^ say» Kun« 
day-schools are aftet all, amoi^ our 
richest blesongs.. 



* A tsilor- is i|ud to have a Uen or 
claim upon the clothes he makes, un- 
til he is paid ^r making thenn and in 
sonpe States, a mechanic has st-Uen or 
cWm upod the house and land it occu- 
pies until he is' paid for his labour, &c. 
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» TOU Dtf HOT . KKO W. 

"We said riiis to a teacher, -who was 
counting ovet years and years of Sun- 
day-school labour^ apparently bestow- 
M in vdin, •* You do not fchow' what the 
result of youriialioiirroay he." ^a 
have a case ia point. 

At a small meetinj^pf Sunday-School 
firiendsy.in a private house in England, 
it was stated by the Eeiv, JUr. Pishpool, 
«n Independent minister from th^ 
parish of RidgewelU that he was fpt^ 
merly a Sunday scholar, and received 
his first conviction of the evil of sin, 
frpnian address dfeliveredin the school. 
-^ He left it, however, ail4.the neighbour- 
hood, withpttt bis teacher's ' being 
aWarfe, that any impression had been 
naadetipon his mind;, noi^ was it until 
many years afterwards that he retwrn- 
ed to tte placcj and then it was to oc- 
^SUpythe pulpit and preach the gos- 
pel of ^.^esus 'Ohrist; He also men- 
tioned at the same meetipg, that two 
ypungSunday'Schddl teachers had been 
induced to opeh a S^^day•«cliools in a 
place where they wept to reside, and 
by means of their efforti^ exerted 
through Jhe school, the preachiiig of 
the gospel, was introduced, a chapel 
erected, and a flourishing church or- 
ganized. ' . ' V , 



TACAVCIBS surrLixB. ' 

\ The /Vacancies in the Board of miain^ 
ag^rs of the An)«riclih SuD^ay-schbol 
Union occttsioned by the death of the' 
Hon. Bushbod Wassik^ptos, of Vk** 
ginia, andpsTten Ha Web, Esu. of New 
York, have been ;S«ppi[ied by the e:lec- 
tion of. Chibv Justicx Mai^sh^u^ of 
the farmer state, and Col. Richard 
Vahick of the latter- 



lUVGXIIABSH all's OfUKJOV* 

•We take the liberty to make the 
following extract from Chitf JusHe$ 
JUarahalTs letter, in answer to the 
notice of his appointment. , 

**Np man estimates more highly 
^han I do, the real worth of your so- 
ciety, or the intrinsic value or the ob- 
jects it pursues. I am much, very 
mqcll gratified at the snccess which 
has thus, fitt* attended its philanthropic, 
meritorious; and well-direoted labours. 
I hope And believe that the future will 
not fortata contrast with the past. 

, With the truest Wishes for the pros- 
perity of the institution, 8cc»&c. 

xxTXACTs raox coBBMreirBsirGc, 8cc. 
^Newport, (II. I.^ Jan, 14, 1830. 

Two little bo3es about seven years 
old,' were, foui^d a short time since* 
conferring together while in the school, 
respecting the way of reconciling 
verscff 43 .^nd 44 pf Matthew 5. They 
perceived in 6ne' verse, as they' «up- 
pQs^d, a requireipent to hate enemies, 
and in th^ other, a command tq love 
them. . At length they inferred the 
subject to the teacher, manifesting 
much solicitude .^ncerning the ap- 
parent contrfidiction; the di^culty 
was soon removed; but the discussion 
proves thaJt Sutiday-schools make chil- 
dren thiiyk, and examine, and judge, 
and do ^ot lead, them blindJy to re^ 
ceive \for doctrines, the command- 
ments of iten. . • 

The be^nefits of our Sunday-schools 
.can be increased, only by increasfng 
the nujnber, ihtelli|^ence apd piety of 
Sabbath-school ieadiets, 

J— ^ -i — (//AVioi>,) Dee. 15^ 1829. 

" One of our most efficient felIow4a- 
bourers, has been called to his last ac- 
co<MiU Dr. -- — r-j — , who was bei- 
hind no otie ifi this place in zeal And 
activity, in the' Sunday ^school cause, 
has rested from his labours,, after an 
illness of only ten days^ Though the 
loss of such a man> would be felt in 
any. place, yet it is peculiarly severe 
'in this. * He pos^essied a large share of 
public spirit, whijch was regulated by 
a supreme desire for the best good of 
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bU fellow men. He took an active 
part in the Bible an'H Tract societies, 
and we foel.tbat his loss cannot, be 
repaired.'. ' - / 

Since! last wrote, I have visited 
ten different neighbourhoods, in two 
of them, however, I could find no one 
to teach a ^nday-school. At B - . 
I foundaJfrstB. who has been con- 
mderably eng^ed in Suhday-schpols^ 
and whOy with fbur other ladies, two 
of whom have (itmiliips; and liv9,at a 
considerable distanee from the village, 
iiave engaged to assist, in manage 
ing it. At 5>— — ^ Mr: P.' the sphool- 
raastef, had ^encouraged the scholars 
to commit scripture to memory during 
the Sabbath, tOL recite on Monday^ 
rooming, and^had gone so iar as to pur- 
chase tracts ibr them, which he used 
as a kind of library. It will ncrw be 
changed to a regular. Sunday-school. 

Sabbath-Schools might be establis];!- 
. ed fn every settlement tfiat "l h^ve 
visited, if there was some one to go 
forward and. attend to ' ii regularlyj 
«nd 1 have thought much of the^plan^ 
of having toaclierff, who would teich 
a week school, and support theni^elvj^s 
by It, and attend a Sunday-school and 
Bible class on the Sabbath. In many 
neighbourhoods the peopJe~^are anx- 
ious to obtaiji a cpm]^ctent teacher for 
their children, ' and would support 
8uch an one, but such men are- not to 
be found. If a few young ^meij who 
possess the requisite qualifications, 
could be found willipg to engage in 
the businessr Of teaching, \Ai?d Vvho 
were- at the same time, compfctent to 
conduct a - Sunday *sch()oTC 1 should 
say that money could not Be expend- 
ed to better advaolage, than." by sup- 
porting such men here. But with 
very/ little efibrt they might support 
tbems^lve^i.and if there are those 
,who love to dfi good for Vie sake, of do- ' 
in^ i^ here is one of the most pro- 
imsiqg^eld^ thut the world affords, 
for a. man can support himself by la* 
bouring a sixth, part of his time, and 
all the i^est might be employed in do- 
ing good. ^ 

Parents, generally, are anxious to 
have their children instructed, and 
the children are willing, and' in. many 
instances anxious to' learn. A young 
^an by establishing a jschool in one of 
these settlements, and connecting with 



his plan of operatioos, a ^ohbath-tdioolr 
might accomplish more good to idl 
human appearance, in one year, than 
he could by labou!ring ten -years in 
older states. ' The population is as 
dense here in many of the settlements 
as in the older states. In tins county' 
[ the' land is mostly taken up and set- 
tled, one -family to. every eighty acres 
of Landf tir the^ femifies kppertam on 
an ayerag^, ftyiir or fite children each, 
and.it is not uncon^mon to find families 
of. ten or tweUe children, -not one of 
whom is able to read, and their pa- 
rents are^nal>le to teach them. • • • • 

Last Sabbatl^ morninj^ at W— — , 
aa incident occurred ofconadwibli 
interest. , * 

I. was conversing' with s number of 
the inhabitants who had assembled for 
meeting,, an'4 afnong oth^r things, 
mentioned a Sunday-scliool in C ; - j 
which wa9 gatliered togethei^ by the 
teachers, "from the streets andlaines 
of the city." "Ah," said Mr. D., 
" that bringa to my mind the way that 
Sumlay-iMshooJs iKrst -conimenced. It 
was the sight of some suf^h poorehil- 
dr^n, that suggested the idea to JKr* 
Raikes. ' They say lie was the first to 
establish theise- schools. I heard them 
tell of it befoi-e I left England, I have 
seen the old man walking abotk the 
streets of Gloucester f Vkh his Urge 
white curled wig.' He was a; very tail, 
slender man, and had^a very intelli- 
gent look; I lived three miles from 
the city until I was twenty ye^rs old, 
and used sometimes to go to the old 
cathedral, C^ight hdndred years -old,) 
where b'C had itchools. And there I 
saw the children; the boys in one gal- 
lery, and the girls in another? and 
when the meeting was out they all 
went to the sc!iool> but 4 jiever cared 
to go with them, and t never ]have 
lieaixl any more of Sunday-schools 
since I left England; twenty yeai^a 

ago, .until last summer when llr. 

commenced one^ but it stopped in a 
few weeks for want of some one to 
govern it." ,. / 

Hfe is one of the- Methodist preach- 
ers, and on my reqaestrng turn to lead 
ip prayer, he . arose and .spoke with 
muclV feeling on the sub/ect, and re- 
marked,' that though he was **rarsed 
within three miles of Sabbath-schools, 
he never knew any thing about them 
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until ihejjf out4raveUed him and found 
him mti'more than four ihoutandfnikg 
from his natioe land. 

In regard to common fehools, I can 
mention fourteen settlements which 
I haye Tisited, in each of which an 
enterprintig> yoang man might estab- 
lish a school, .and support himself by 
it« In some of these places tliey haye 
teaibhers, but they axe ill qualified, 
while in most of then^ they have.no 
teachers, and are anxious to get one 
who U competent to the work. 



Ifec. 30,.I829. 

In a neighbourhood, twelve miles 

froml^ -, manyof the pardhts are 

' in th6 habit of a{^ending the Sabbath 
in playing batt with- their children. 
' In B— — they had an interesting 
Simday^hobl of fifteen or twenty 
children fof three years; A year ago 
last spring, the schoq! commenced 
again, but soon died for want of atten- 
tion on the part pfieaehers. 

In .!■ JMrs. — — , who 

was «' teacher iji' their first- Sundojr- 
schoolin that settlement, which cbx^-^ 
me'nced five years ag^o, and continued 
tfare6 years, ssdd that &ikl^en of thx>se 
wlio attended ^at school, ai*e now, in 
the judgment of charity, truly pious, 
and ten a^ njemScrsof thq church. 

This morfung, after riding a mile 
^nd a half, I Was overtaken by a lad 
ten or twelve >yetrs bld^ who seemed 
denrous to. spcJak' with ine. On my 
stopping and bidding httn^good mom-, 
ing, he handed me twenty-five cents, 
to pay for the •• Youth't IHind,** a 
specimen of which hik mother had 
seen at a nftcsetirtg I held the evening 
before^ and the boy had followed, me 
more than a^ mile,' for the -sake of 
silbscribing forit. ' 



Dec. 31, 1829. 
• On my arrival atihis place, I learned i 
to my great' surprise, that nodiing' 
will be done. Different persons have . 
endeavoured, »t difierent .times, to 
contimiea school, Iju^ in vain. The 
children were . so ungovernnble^ and 
the schoob so badly ari-anged, as^t"o 
leave on the mitids of the people, the 
impression, that' Sunday -schools Only !^ 



learn- the children to do suichief. 
And it is lamentable for our cause, 
that generally th6 children are so in- 
dulged at home^ that they will bear 
no restraint at all abroad. I never 
saw before, so many %hole families 
brought up to do as -they please, and 
auffered to contract habits of complete 
indolence both i>f l>ody and mind: the 
eitkblishittent of Sunday-schools, or 
any other means of itaiproYement, 
sefetms 'Entirely out of the question. 

. If, however, any thing b done, they 
need the best qualified teachers in 
the. lands but £hey have, in fact, the 
poorest.. . In ' about half the cases 
>irhere I fail, to briginatp a school, it 
is bwlfig to their deplorable ignorance 
9f th^r pwji language. 

Persons are often recommended 
for the bu^ness of teaching, wbom^ I 
aft'erwaz^ft find are either oppoywd or 
indifierent ito Sunday^schopb, or very 
weal^^minded and ignorant 

In fi^W^g s school near , a 

roan was named -to conduct it, whom . 
I hkd not seen-rhe was^thought to be 
a suitable, worthy man. Next day, I 
called uponliitn, and in five minutes' 
conversation, ^he showed ;his total in- 
difference to the subject of reli^fious 
education. He expressed his ofSmion 
, in so many wor4s, that as a general 
utWig, religious inttruetion does no. 
good, and that children are as likely to 
tOriv out Wj^U, who are broug:ht up by 
irreligious parents, under the influence 
of irreligious example, as those who 
have pious , examples and instruc-. 
tions. ;^ 

Similar views are very prevalent 
here: M>^ny professon of religion 
manifest a total indifference (o Sun- 
day-schools, and even to the Sabbath 
itseVf/. -. \ '. ;,■ ■ 

. ^ • •'• Education has been greatly 
neglected here. Sunday-schools have 
been f»mmenced and conducted in 
such a manner, as to produce few, if 
aiiy, of the fruits of righteousness. 
Hence prejudices exist in the minds 
of many gpod men. 



This is the general complaint, ** I 
dont know who^ou Will g^t for 
teachers," In. one ne]gfhboufhood,^15 
miles south of E-t^, I.fcKin.d the pea- 
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pie general^ in favour of Sunday* 
iehoob, and desirous to hare on« in 
their' oiirn settiement. On inqoinng 
/or a suitable pefMn for a teacher,, they 
all directed me to the same indiyidual, 
then* ** schoobnaster/' As I was passing 
towards his hpose, I met one of 
tiie inhabitants^ and stopped to con- 
verse with him, on the subject of Sun- 
day-schools, &o. I inquired who would 
be the most suitable person for a 
teacher? •• A(tI'* ,8aJd he, "I dont 
know, ibr tiieVe is none of them that 
have any regard to t(ie Sabbath. Most 
of them are pMaifc^ pyid but fcV of 
them can read'.'* I then alluded to 
the "schoolmaster." V Y^s,** said he, 
"he is the best qualified -for the 
business^ but He, ia a fleUU and has no 
regard for the Sabbath, and:is,intem' 
perate." I found this soboolmaster 
quite zealous for. a Sundaj^-school; he 
had even attempted to establish one 
himself. But. I was satisfied from his 
appeanince, that the statement o^ his 
neighbour vespectifig him- wad true, 
and therefore did hot establish a school, 
though there are fifty children' in the 
place. • 

' Andther obstacle, especially to win- 
ter ' schools, . is the want . of a place 
to meet in. Unless the children 
can find 'a w^rm ^ouse, ''they wHl 
hardly be tenipted to'; face a strong 
N. W» wind over two or three miles of 
open prairie* 

The third obstaclei and tliat which 
outweighs all the rtsty is the estreme 
Ignorance of the parents, which 
prevents them not only from* en- 
gaging in the instruction of their chil- 
dren, but Irom appreei;iting the in- 
struction they, receive from ojthers. 
The forming of county vti^ions, an^ 
the making schools auxifiary to- the 
Amieiican . Sonday-Schoolj Union, ia 
'out of the question. ' 

There are wtait are calted thi; -r— -• 
—, who are very bitter: One of their 
ministiers refused 'to preach ih^''the 
roorti where the Sundt^-school was 
held, merely because the Sunday- 
school was held there. I have met 
several Deists vfho oppose Sunday- 
schools with great violence. 



Two or three schools were formed 
by Mr. — , three or four years ago, 



but expired in two years, and several 
others in other places have died away« 
. At settlement onlly two per- 
sons were at all qualifi^ as teachers, 
and they attended meeting a* gp^at way 
off. Three miles farther, 1 could do no- 
thing; the only three 'men qualified 
being preachers. Nextp^ce,'8ame difil- 
cttlty. At C— — ^ got things nicely On- 
der way, whei> an elderly brother rosfe 
and said» that th^re was a rumour that 
the; Presbyterians w/tfre trying to es^ 
tablrsh a national religion^ their peti- 
tions to congress about the mails 
showed it; and. na^^ it .oomes out in 
Sundi^y -schools. 

Professors oif religion here,. (by the 
way,) of different churches, go to 
market, visit, cut wood for the fire, - 
lay plans for the week, &c., on the 
Sabbath as pn iny other day. An dd^ 
cler^mah tdd me plainly that he was 
opposed to Sundav-schools. In con- 
versation with two others, <tae of them 
said, he did ** not like Sabbath. school^ 
for where he had been,., the^ children 
run over land destroyed' the ivater 
mehn pakhea^'' that it was a moneys 
.making business; that the society had 
a* great heap .of old books td get nd of, 
and wantpd to giy6 employment to in- 
dividuals in getting rid of them, aqd 
,at any rate, there is sbihe yankee trick 
pr cheat aboul it . He 9aid he^ had 
rather, have a diay school, and' that 
pre^hers general^ thooght as he did, 
and I ^xp^ct they do. . ^ \ 

January 1830. 
' During the last week that I remain- 
ed in . ■ ■ ' . ■ cqunty, I* received intel- 
ligence almost €;very day from one. 
place or another that, I b^d visited. 
From five places. I received intel- 
ligence incidentally, that they had or- 
ganized schools and were going on 
prosperously. Two Of tlie schooki 
cbm(nenced with about 40 scholars 
each,' and the numl^er increasing. I 
visited ,Mr. S--— — , wlio mentioned 
the following circumstance: <• About 
two years ago Mr. ■ , 
(now^ about 30 years old) 'commenced 
learninjp his Tetters in a Sunday-school 
in North Carolina; Last spring he re- 
moved to — , near the place 

where I then lived* and proposed to me 
to establish a Sunday-school. We went 
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forward and cominenced one imme- 
diately, and in a ahoi^ time had 70 
scholars. The school became very* 
profitable, and excited a deep interest 
on the part. of idl the parents and 
fiiends of the children*^' • s • 

This Sun^Ay-^school, whicb Mr. S.. 
attended three months, aiforded him 
all the informa^on hef poss^sed In re- 
lation to the subjibct^ fcnd yet ht had 
concluded upon . comxpencing bn<5 in- 
his own. neighbdi^rliood. before I Tint- 
ed him. . 

The fact interested^ my mind vety 
much as an example' of the mode in 
which Sunday-sehoob Are spreading 
throiig^h our lapd. 

While at Dr. — ~-, on the head 

of — ' ' Cr6ek, He reckoned Up not 

less than eighteen fanuHes witfiin the 
compass of three miles around him» 
. thrnr could not rtiad, and in the ^uo& 
w^ice more than sixty cfaildten who 
are old enou^fh to attend school, who 
cannot Tead, and haidly one of whom 
knows his letters. 



^ hiq, Jan, 35, 1836. 
," Havihe been a teacher of a Sab- 
bath-school for a considerable time, I 
km ^ell persuaded of the benefits aris? 
iifg from them. I i^gret that l hav4^ 
not money to^jbontribute to such a lau- 
dable purpbse,' hot will- cheerfully 
SVe fQS.ti yeir lu printin|; io advance 
e good work. The printing to Be 
done as loW as you can hi^ve it dotie: 
** Yours, H^ctfttUy," ' 
No. — St. . 



t>O^ATI0NS reeeiTed by the Anet^eim Sim- 
day-Sehdol Umoli^ fttM Jjuutai^ iSth ^o 
. Fel^roiiy ISth, 1^, incluiire; 

II • XZ^EraSTXRS mXBVBS F09 xitJi. 

By Jhe payment of thirty dcUar^t gnd. 
. . . tiptvatdB. 

tutt* 2.-8. Bantdw, of Keeme, K. Hamp- \ 
' «hii«,, coviiibutea by as itf dividual of . 
1^/1 Sodety^ per C. C. Dean^' ,JS30 00 

Eer. Oilbert >tatqd, Pa«tor <«f tlie Bap- • 
titt Ch. Petenbor^, Vb. by mem- 
berf of b^ Church andeon^^r^gatioii, 
per Rer^ J.*£. Welieli, . 8Q 00 

Iter. Alexander Boyd^-Paitor .of ^ .. 
Pr^ Ch. Newton, Baeki Co. Pa. by ' 
ladies of hit Church, so 00 



n. OTBSK nxBxfts roft Lxn. 

By the Payment of tMHy^doUar^ and 
upwarde. 

Anfliopy Finky, PhU. per Rer. &• 

Baird. 030 00 

t A. G. MellTane, Fetenbwifh, Vs. . SO 00 

tJobn Bum, do. - 30 00 

tRobeit BoUingi,d<ito . 30 00 

fRobert Dmui, do. , SO 00 

fWiiliam Crane, RichuMWid, 30 00 

tJiunes Gray, do. , . * 30 00 
t®en. Wte.^ ^xbdnax, GoodwiiutiUe, 

ya. ' SO 00 

tDr. CarrBbwerf,Cedardale,Va. 30 00 

tDr. And. ^>W0QdIey, Smithftdd, 30 00 

tDr. Jai. B. Southall,' do. 90 00 
fWte. J. Wi^ght, HavgroT^ P^ O. Va. 

by hi^ ftther Joieph Wright, do. ^ 30 00 

tRiehaid Carney, POEtunouth, Va. ' 30 00 

III. AJnn0l£ SVBSCBXBIKS. 

By the payment of three doOan and 
upwarde^ 



Robert WaUaee, 1820, 1830, '' , 


00 


to. W. Hunter, SarSntMh, Gm. ' 


soo 


J. R. ICekhard, :^q. 1S90, 


300 


Wm. Atexander, ' . <« 


$00 


Wm. Leech, ^mtfiTiUe, A. 


soo 




000 


Geo. Uleleod, do. « 


ftOO 


John McMuU!^, do. ^ 1830, 


300 


i,l).Meig8,M.D.do. 1« 


son 


Jtai«5* Peterg, dow ** ' . 


300 


Thomaa Sndwdeji, do. ' 18S^-80, 


ooo 


Mrs. JOf, l>. GMuit, do. « 


ftOO 


H. t. rtodgc, do. • « 


600 


James AUen, do. 1830^ 


3 00 


Wm.^tchie, do. ^8S0, 


3 00 


H:Neil,^^.D4db. 18a»^ 


OOO 




Jcufesbofoi^, S. TdHt S. S. 3 00 

Grebnsrilley do., do. . 3 00 

tSnnthsi^ld, Va. S. S. ^ 3 0O 

DanatUme. 

Anlraal Codtribotion of the'diUdfen af . 
fieeond Pves. Ch. Female school, . 4 !;> 

^i^^delktbia'Weatem Monthly CoBMTt < 
of Prayer, SSI, 

Princeton, N. J.. S. S^ Conecrt of Prayer, 

per Robert l^unlftp, , 10>7 

Philadelphia S. 'S. Concert of- Prayer, 
foir Feb. of ^hich i5) 00 from Fe- 
male S. 9. 1st Pres. Chiwch. . 7 8S 

y . BOITATXOKS TO *l!KE •BKBBAK Win). 

4Mrs. Jan^ punwoOiB^ libcaty Co. . 
Georpa* ' «00 
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%A Friend, do. 


soo 


tf. S. Bulloek, do. 


roo 


i do. SnnlNiTy, Geo. 


. its 


(Mrs. £. Uolmca, do. . 


SOO 


A Friend to the Apu S. S. U. being one 




mn.M.^6th}qMtfr,do. 


5 00 


half of hit Sttbteriptkm of «500, per 




to. W. Anderron, do. 


-5 00 


Her. R. Baird, Oenenl Agent, 


IMOO 


tMn, Mi C. MeX^oceA, ^ 


300 


Eighth Pfet. Ch.Pl«fauL of which Rer. 


i 


*0. Congar, do. 


; ioo 


Wm. L, McC«lk.ii Pirtor, heing the 




tCa«h,do. ': 


' 1 OP 


amotmt of their Sobcoriptioin • and 




t do.^ .: • . .. ^,' ■■ 


, 100 


Donation*, per Iter. Kebew^Baira, 


y 


tBenjaminStile.,40.-' 


500 


General Agent, 


moo 


tBwight Lathrep, d9. . 


400 


Pirtt Pm. CV y. U»»rt5- P^Uhd^ ^ 




^C. W. Bockwell, do. 


MOO 


which Rev. Jemet PatietwB, i» Pm- , 


" 


Seeond Pm. Ch. Sootfa^tfark, Phihu, of 






• *" 


* wiich Jler. Wm. RaiiM»y is PMtor, 




donation., of which «3d, > firofir Mr.. 


) 


bei^partOf ^heirl>onasioni andSub- 




George WHion,.«o e^nttitiite .him a. 




8cription«^; per^Rer.R. Babd, Gen. 




Life Member,' per Rer. R. Bilrd,- 


■ '• 


Agen^ 


30 00 


General Agett, 


loaoft 


Mn..Beatt^, tStevbeBVUleiiX per Rer. 




tEdward I>avBop««, l»eierrtmigh, V^ 


fOOO 


i H. Hal^ey, . ' 


300 


tJohnMyrich,d& .. , 


l»O0 


ColIeetion^i'Jeflimon College eibapel, 




tJane Taylor, d« 


!•«> 








wop 


Hataey, 


13 00 


tH. Whitmore, dd. 


JV 


tChas. P. Adrtoce, Kiehihond, Va. 


10 00 


tJ. S. Brander, do. 


.SCO 


tH.L.\right,do. ; 


10 00 


tMartin Eatoli, di 


s^ 


t>7iohobu Mim;d». .' 


vyHo 


tHugh NcWon, d». ' 


500 


•MohnMeKeagte,do, 


.10 00 


tJamei RiddhJ, do. .': 


*op 


. tA. B. do. ' ■ ■' f 


Jo^oo 




.'SflO 


tJones C. Crane, 


10 po 


tP«n«^ ?•««*, do. 


SCO 




9» 


•tCath, - 4b 


500 


tLewif Webb,^do. • , 


500 


tJames Dwight, do. ■ r . 


JOO 


tGaah,jdo. . 


.9 0^ 


tj, C.Swak,do. ' 


500 


tCharletHolt,>.do. 


5oo 


tPavid Duclfcp, do. 


,5 00 


, tGeo. Hutchilton, dp. • - 


«00 


tChM.F.O«bomc,do. 


5P0 


tYoungPankej,do» / 


«00 


tD..U.St.Jalm,do. 


-A 00 


tC«h,do. >. . . 


#00 


tCadijdo. 


^00. 


'tWiHiamRoulett,do./ .. 


.«oa 


t do.dQ. 


500 


.tJwni«Ca«kie,do., 


.«00 


tJane J. Minges, do. , ". 


5^ 


tltB^Mobtagn^do. . 


^60 


tT.H. Boawell,do. • ' .. 


500 


t^M.RatcHr,4<». r 


ioo 


tChas. lAomit, do. 


.5 00 


tR.6;WorUiam,do. .' v y 


5eo 


fh» H. Goodrich, do. 


5 00 


tMa<&«>a WalthaU, do. , ' - 


52k> 


tAbel Hcad,.do. 


500 


t Jehu M«by, do.. V 


-5|ja 


tRichatd Gregory,do. 


5 00' 


^tSamuel Freeman, do. ' 


5 60 


tLucy S. Gilliam^ do. ^ 


5 00 


tJaates Sizeiv'do. ' 


500 


tJa«.8.Mein,do. 


500 


ta..Ltteke„do: 


500 


tBei«. Harrirt%d» 


'5 00 


■te*A,do.< • • . , 


500 


tW.M.At]dnMkiiydo. ' » r ^ 


-5 00 


tKendaliOriffln^do.' ' . . 


500 


tA Lynch, do. . , . . 


5 0O 


tcaA,ao. ; 


5 00 


tJonathanSipltb,dfc , 


5 00 


-t do..A). • . - 


500 


tCinii.Ngble,do. 


5 00 


tJa*. Drew MeCaw, do. . . 


500 


tGeorge Rob&naon,4o> 


-3*0 


.tquh-, ■ .' • ■'."-.■ 


500 


tJ.H^Stubbi^do. 


*2.fO 


tJaimesBtadr,do. 


500 


tWm: Moore, do. 


>oo. 


tMiehiielGmter,do. 


500 


fSiuniiel Sttvena^tlo; 


ioo 


tA..Hot(Sdo. 


500 


1«amuel Boyle, do.- , , , 


800 




5 00 


tThos. A Straud, ^ . 


seO' 


tA Frtcndia SmitMeM, Va. 


SOO 


tCad^do. 


2O0 


tAi 6. Goodvn, Suffolk, Va. 


800 


t Junet Tyler, do. r , 


SCO 


tA. Allheal, do. ' *^ 


?00 


■KJath, do. 


S/OO 


tJohn K« Parker, do.^ . <» 


100 


to. U, Newly, do. ^ ." 


SOD 


tWm. D. Medenney^ do. « 


SOO 


tWm. H. Bower«, do. 


»00 


tA.Smith,do. - . » 


100 


fCarti, do. ' : -■ ^ ' ■ 


«00 


tHioa. Oliytr, dq. << " 


100 


tG. W. Coe, Savaniiah, Geo. . 


10 00 
10 00 
10 00 


fC.jMnney,da « 


5 00 


tW. King,do. 

tJ, CiHUning, do. . ' 


t Fer'Rev. J. E. IVeiclk 




)0. B. Cttmmiftg, do. . 


10 00 


tperMr.R. Hook»r. 
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INFANT RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION., 



For the Amerioap Sunday-SIShool Magazine. 

ASSBXSSSD to SUirSAT-SC^OO];. TIACH- 
. "^ XR8. ' ■ ■ • ' 
[By Rer. John Brackenridge^ Baltimore.]^ 
The Sundgy-sphooi system is so ex- 
tensively ltnown» and. so deservedly 
popular, that it is quite unnecessary 
to take up any part of this address, in 
discussing its m<^rits, or in repeating^ 
the, topics, yhich are fitted to animate 
you in thijj impo^nt. service. 

^ The object of these remarks, is to 
direct your attention to imPAKriis- 
Lieioi^s iNSTBucTioN, You are aware 
that it is the comlnonly received opin- 
ion, that children are sbarcely fit, or 
even captAU subjects of reiig^ous in- 
stlruction, before they have attained 
to' theag^e of six or seven years—and 
the. consequence has been, that but 
little e^ort, has been made toward ac- 
quaintinnf them with " the great things 
of God,** The. same unhappy senti- 
Toent has weakened the motives of 
parents to send, their cliildren, at an 
early a^,. to the Sunday-school; and 
has g^ne far to abat^ the zeal even of 
the Sundajr-school teabher, in behalf 
. of their spiritual interests, when they 
have hem found in th^ number of his 
pupils. These young immortals, with 
the exception of a fewjellgious servi- 
ces which they scarcely understand, 
ar6 almost entirely engaged on the 
Sabbfith, as during the week, in 
V0L.VIL— 13 



*^ learning to read*** and until that at- 
tainment IS made, religious instruction 
is.considisred preroat\ire, and all their 
** profiting G(>d-ward" as prospective 
only. . 

Sinqe the work of Infant-school cul- 
tivati9n has been taken up by distinct 
societies, and schools formed for its 
speciar promotion, public opinion, 
among us has been slowly, but really 
improving on this subject. Every 
day is ^hetlding new light on this.fiefa 
cX discovery ^ (shall we say>) which 
fies fast by the fountain of life. As 
the principles" of the infant-school 
system arc disclosed, and Us benefits 
felt, we hope fhey will be gradually 
comn^unicated .to Sunday-schools, and 
to schools at large; until at length 
education \f^\ be carried several years 
doumward^ ViJxA the life of ihan, as to 
the grdat end of life, be sensibly ex- 
tehded. In the mcAfttime, however, 
this momentous concern is, in a great 
measure, committed to the care of the 
Sunday-school. It is eminently a 
Christian institution; its work is to 
wield the sword of the spirit.— It has 
in its keeping the 'Children of the 
church; its field is the world; the day 
of God IS iti time of action; it enjoys 
the power of Uhwn, and the facilities of 
an uniform system; in its teachers, wlio 
are the flower of the land, it possesses 
a boundless charity, and it is followed 
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by the smile of God. The eye of the 
mtion is upon it, its decision will be 
deeply felt, and its example eztensve- 
]y followed, 

Whether it may be better for the 
American Sunday-school Union to es- 
tablish distinct departments for Infant- 
sunday-schools, or to carry Infant culti- 
Tation forward under the present or- 
ganization, it does not become us to de- 
cide. But the candour with Which the 
conductors of that institution have al- 
ways invitederiticismi the good feding 
with which they have received every 
kind sug^stion, touching improve- 
ments in their general system;. and the 
successful progress of the institution to 
its present eminence,are somany pub- 
lic pledges that on each questibn as it 
rises, the best course will be ultimate- 
ly taken. 

My present design will have been 
fuUy answered, if in addressing the 
ten thousands of tl^eir tei^chera, I shall 
be enabled to direct their serious and 
interested attention, xndivjid^dliyy to 
the practicabUity and importance of 
Infant religious instruction. 



1. In'purgiunk the subject, my An 
mark u that children are capable c 



remark 



receiving oral instruction on the sub- 
ject of religion, ax soon as they au^e of 
receiving it on any subject, (not as 
readily, but as really.) 

It will not be denied that little chil- 
dren are capable of receiving distinct 
notions in the way of instruction, 
about other things, much earlier than 
we commonly think of speaking to 
them of the things of God. They 
learn the names and uses of the things 
just about them, (and almost as much 
of their nature too as '«an'be ever 
leamed,^ at a very early age. They , 
very hafy learn leadingTacts on every 
subject that immedi:^tely, concerns 
their little want.** ; and from tlies6 
facts, with such instructions as we can, 
and do give tiiem, they draw the ne- 
cessary conclusiansf and with such 
helps as we can and do give them, 
pet on in life. They are ignorant ami 
inftrm, and they need to be daily 
taught, gnd daily guarded. Yet the/ 
early make the itiost sagacious re*» 
marks; they veiy so6n observe with 
wonderful discrimination, the agents 
and elements around them; and assist- • 
td by our superior strength, and long 



experience, make rapid and safe. ac- 
quirements. It i^ true that their senses 
aid them in natural things, while 
in reUgious things they do not; yet 
without instruction and the influence of 
the spciety of others, of what avail 
woidd be the impressons of their 
senses! And tmin religious instruc- 
tion, they have conscience, (a sort of 
religious sense,) affections, thought, 
ami memor3r-^and above all, they have 
the good spirit of ISod, ^ogiv^ impres- 
sion to the. facts of rerelaticm made 
known to th^nu llieir souls, though 
deprived, are still teUgious being9s 
that is, are capable of the knowledge 
of God; and by his almighty grace, 
capable of holy love tttHim. Reli- 
gious instruction is God's appointed 
way to their souls; and the thmgs that 
*< are'nat Hcn," have id^as connected 
with their nature, as well as **the 
tlnng^ that are .seen;*^ and the God of 
the Bible has so illustrated the spirit- 
ual, by the natural wOrld, in his holy 
word, that the knowledge which a 
child acquires of earthly things, is 
made a sort of high-way, along which 
he may be led, to things heaven^ and 
divine. Without diving influence, the' 
little V child ymjll not feel;* neither will 
the full grown tnan^ut the great 
truths of revealed reli^pn may be so 
borne into his infant mine} by numan 
agency; that he will perceive thena as 
r^x%; though not as eaaensively, as 
the full grown man. The result, in 
both Closes,' must depend at last, we 
need hardly say,, upon the sovereignty 
jofGod. 

2. That religious instruction can be 
sticcessfully imported. at a very early 
age to children, mli further appear by - 
considering the nature of those fads 
and first prini^ples, which constitute 
religious knowledge. 'The religion of 
'Christ is as 'simple as it j$ sublime — 
•* none can by searching find out God;*' 
yet the way of salvation is called 
an «* high-way," so that •* the way- 
faring )nan, though a fool, shall not 
err therein.** In its immensity, serfc- 
phim are lost; yet its ♦'doctrine distils*' 
on the infant ipind, like ^tlie small 
rain upon the tender herb." It is a 
fact well adapted to hiimlile us, that 
many of the leading doctrines of our 
holy religion, are almost as much with* 
in the grasp of infancy^ as of manhood. 
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The doctrine^ for example, ofthedivine 
o]Qiiipresenoe» ' .'* it is high^ we cannot 
attain unto it..'^ If we pursue it one step 
beyond, the ample fact, wf pass the 
boundary of human knowle^e, and 
are lostJ A bein^ entirely and in- 
tensely present, at every point pf the 
universe; and yet fiUin||^ immensity! 
WUo can take 'in the, thought, or re-^ 
cpncile the relations of the ^ubject' 
And yet am a jtraetieal^ truth, it is one 
of the first principles which affects the 
soul of a little child. It is easily 
taken in; and oiikie gotten, is never 
wholly lost. ** Thou God seest me, " 
becomes thenceforth, acfissu'anve from 
■in. I once saw: a very little ^rl, of 
about four years old^ whose reli|^ous 
instruction had beeo. entirely neglect- 
ed, receive, apparently for the first 
time, the idea of a God, and of his pre- 
sence. She seemed amaied,— deEght- 
ed,f— awed, — :and her mindsprang up- 
wurd toward the heavens, like a bird 
liberated Cirom the thraldom of its cage. 
The same tra!in of thou|^ht,will in 
some measure apply to all those doc- 
trines which regard infinite perfection, 
infinite duration, &c. And then, as to 
those doctrines ped^naily Christian, 
and ^elating to us more as sinners than 
as creatures mere}y,sthe difference. be- 
tween the respective apprehensions of 
a mature and an infant mind, is much 
smaller thaii we may at fii-st thought 
suppose. The reasons why things are 
so and so, and liot otherwise, the 
man may kpow better tlian the chUdi 
thouffh at last very Uttk better. But. 
the facts, and the duties arising put of 
them, are very plsdn; and it is unspeak- 
ably merciful, tliat the things most 
important to be believed, are the 
most simple: and they are .hot only 
sihiple in tlieir nature, but compara- 
tively few in number. \v hat we call 
first principles, such as the depravity 
of the heai-t, the salvation by-^hrist, 
the nature of repentance, wid >its ne- 
cessity, &C., may be vsry^ early under- 
stood by a child in. their naked and 
practiod force, aofar aa is required to 
produce the proper impression on the 
soul. We need not here remind the 
Sunday-school teacher of the beautiful 
and very appropriate illustrations of 
these,^and kmdred subjects, found in 
the parables of the sacred scriptures. 
Here truth, in the lucid language of 



nature, is directed to the heart by the 
lumd which fashioned it. Nor are the 
abounding examples of real life in the 
Bible, less striking, or less adapted to 
instruct the infant mind. - Especially 
may we speak of the example of our 
divine Redeemer, who embodied in.h» 
life, his holy hLWyuidek&wf forth in his 
adtoii«,>what he ielkf us in his wordi. 
We have heard of a little practical 
Christian, only a few years old, who 
was uncommonly exemplaiy and seri- 
ous in her life ; and on being asked 
hoMr it came to pass that she behaved 
so well, she^ replied with great sim- 
plicity and wisdom, " before 1 do an^ 
thing, I think, how would Jesus do if 
he were in my place, and then I try 
to do like him. " But without enlarge 
ing on this topic, we ptoiiit you iif sup- 
port of 'pur views, 

3. 7b the Mate of the aoulaiihif ten- 
der' age fo which we refer. In speakr 
ing of the state of the soul, we tak^ for 
granted, what you will not deny, that 
tt.is afalleii and depraved state. . Oiv 
reference tlierefore is, to Ihe state rela- 
tivelui that is, as to the comparative 
docility of that, and of other seasons of 
life. . 

Our principle is, that the Ibwer you 
go down towards the beginning of ex« 
istence,.the less doyou find the soul pre- 
occupied with civil influences; that the 
soonerthe soul receives the truth of God 
the betteriand we have proved already 
that it can find a very eeu'ly entrance 
there. Infancy is the spring-time of 
bemg; the seed'time of eternal being: 
atid while no universal nil^can be up- 
plied to the varying cjipaciiies of chil- 
drert, yet not a moment is to be lost, 
that can be saved, and he may always 
be pronounced too late In beginning, 
who has not made the trial. 

It has been remarked by President 
Edwards, tJiat one gjreat end of 
preaching the Gospel is impression* 
Infancy we know is the season of im- 
pressions; then the fe^linps are tender 
beyond any other tinve oi life. Then 
the memory is most susceptible, and 
at the-samctime most tenacious. Then 
the conscience 'is not seared; and so 
soon as divine tmth can be intraliiced, 
it knows the voice of God. Then 
there is a virgin frcshness, and a .ro- 
mantic novelty in knowledge receiv- 
ed, which ^mpensates by a deeper 
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dfect, for iti. smaller sphere. Then 
the heart is comparatively without 
guile; it is open, unsirspectingp, QOn- 
fiding, and tender. A year lost here, 
may cast a sliadow on all future- life. 
This \% the •* hour of dangeiv this the ' 
power of darkness." While the churcli 
IS sleepingjsuflfpecting'no evil,and wait- i 
ing for tlie heart to open, the hand of- 
the enemy Is with btisy and iiital skill, 
silenUy^ and profusely scattering the 
tares^ • Let us no longer py% the 
vantage-ground to this most malignant 
foe? but as far as we may, let us pre- 
occupy the field, and grappte U^th him 
for the prize on terms that are less OA^ 
equal. ' / ^ 

It may be added, thjit all those .prin- 
ciples of action within us, to which 
the word of God appeals, sttch as the 
desire of happiness, the loVe of. appro- 
bation, the s^nse ofshame, of gratitude, 
and the fountain -of hopes and ft^ars, 
are opening in thfej soul of. the Hitle 
child, and may be successfully reach- 
ed by the faithful teacher.' At every 
age, God's grace alone can save the 
soul; bat at this, if wc may speak so, 
divine powtr is less' rciwsted, aivd dr- 
vine truth more kindly entertained. ' 

4. Wectppeal'to the word of Cfd In 
cSnfirmatitrfi (if these views. TliVre* 
lation of parent ' and ehildr w il- 
lustrated in the Bible, is.fuUof in- 
struction on this solemn subjjfitt. The 
authority of God is the partrtt^i sanc- 
tion in gaverning his child.' The 
knowledge of God, the worship of 
God, and the service of God, arfi the 
great carcKnal features of- his educa- 
tion. "These words whicli I com-. 
mand thee tlus day, shall; be in- thy 
heart; and:"fhou -shalt teach tticm dilb- 
gently unto thy children, aM ulijiU 
talk of them when tlicu shtest m thine [ " 
bouse, and when thou n'«lkest by the 
way, and when, thou Jiest down, and ' 
when thou riscsC up? and thou shalt 
bind them for a sign upon tliy hand? 
and they shall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes; and tiwu shalt writ6 them 
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy 
gates."— l>eut. ti. 6, 7", 8, 9 Verses. 
(See also Joshua, iv. 6— &. verses.) 
The command is, •' Train up a -child 
iii the way he should^o, and when 
he is old, he will not depart froTnvit;" 
or as the apostle Paul expresses it, 
•• hrmg up your child in the nurture 



and admonition of the Lord*** Bui 
we point you espcciallyj to 2 Tim. iii. 
15. " Proni a child thou has known 
the Holy ^<jripturcs,*' wher»the%vord, 
translated, in our vision •• cliild," is 
in the original Greek, ^infanV* 
And there is \n Isaiah this remarka- 
ble passage, ♦* Wlitom shall he teach ' 
knowledge ? and whom shall he make 
tor understand doctrihc'? them that are 
weaned froJh the milk, and drawn from 
the breafits. For precept must be up- 
on precept^ precept upon prccept> 
line upon line, Wne upon line; here^ 
little andthere a Httle."— Isaiah xvniu 
9, 10 Verses. Tfiete verses it is true, 
are primarily used t« tlescribe and to 
, reprove an ilictbcile i^rit, in the peo- 
ple of fall Tage, by comparing it with 
the min^s of little fchildtenr but thef 
imply with gi^at force and beauty; 
this important truthr,.T?HJkTTBKT mt- 

TLU CHlLDOXir Mix BE t^UCftT • TH* 

KSowLEiiiriB oy con: •• Whom shall 
^ he teach knowledge^ and whom «haU 
he make tdiindersfand doctrine? Tliein 
that" are weaned froip^the milk, and 
drawn from the breasts :" and then, gta- 
phically describing the manner of in- 
strtic ting them, it is minute, detailed^ 
repfeated, and / laboribu s, btf t success- 
ful aha: "for precept roust be' upon 
precejif, precept upon precepts line 
upon line, Une upon tine; here a little, 
and there a little." 

•Without dwelling on this object, 
we add tliat the 'whi^le ffeinus of 
Christianity accords with the syatetii 
of Infant instructiibii*, and without a 
dpubt, one reason of jts limited inilu- 
ence in the world, is the neglect of 
the religious education ofin&nt minds. 
Then •♦suffer littki children tO-oome 
unto^Jestts, and forbid them not." 

Lastlfff' ive appeal to experience. 
We miglit go back to otheT clays, and 
call up a collective testimony of facts 
upon this subject, which though, alas! 
distressingly few .in nuihber, compar-^ 
ed with what we have a right to ex- 
pect, are yjet abundantly sufiijnent to 
confirm all our statemeiite^ put it is 
happy for this cause, that the subject 
of infont cul^ivatiQti is beginning to 
occupy so' large a share of tfie public 
favour and attention; and that the suc- 
cess of Infant -weelc-schools, has 
carried theory forward by experhnent, 
into matter-of-fact demonstrtttion. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IBdO. 



Seligiow CharUkt. 



lot 



One chief cause, upeuestionftbly, of 
tiie success of these most interestini^ 
instijttitioiis is^ we a^eak it with' rever- 
ence, the itUroduetioH.of God tnto the 
iysi^m. Thus faf» it is emphftticalfy 
a Gbristian institution. God's word is 
the practical standaid Of j^^ht *and 
"wrotig; love of Aia approbation, is the 
motive to action; and love to each 
- other the basis of society «nd mutual 
good c^ces, in- Uii9 little.^ oommoh- 
wealtb. The progress of the ohildren 
in the knowledge of God| the'^orusc* 
tion of tlieir evil tempers,- the furma- 
tibn of habits of seriotis tfainkiog, and 
the del^tfiil impr6vemept of .their 
soeial and general chjmicter, beside the 
cultivation of thdr inianf minds, are 
matters alike of sui^rise and joy. 
' . Now while we would' pot rest' the 
truth of' oup^ general principle, upon 
aqy modem ex^tiiitent, yet wlien 
such an experiment Is Mutually pass? 
'ingv'with most* undoubted success be- 
fore 'OUT eye^ itr> is 'happy for us 
that we earn point to it in confirmatiDn 
of a truth prevtouriy eidstingv Arid 
it is ^U raoie happy -for us, that the 
infknts-scbool system has been trans- 
ferred,' and applied to Simday-schools 
in ^severul cases, >¥idi eqttal success. 
Such being the facts^conced^ -tcex* 
ist, #e neai oid}* to alhide to them, 
that their fofce may be- duly felt by 
efvery candid mind. . ' 

lit view of these things, bow >e- 
sponsible and import^t does -th^L of- 
fice of a Sunda){^-scfaool 'tenebt^r ap. 
pear! Dealing with .causetf that 'are 
producing endless elfescts; iitanding at 
the fountains of an etemail existence, 
how great is roar in^uence! **how 
ealamttous is jour distinction !" JViid 
they are'^poisoned fountains^ and you 
hold/inyotH* hand the healing salt of 
hfeavenly grace! O then, looking 
unto God,, cast it profusely in. t^t 
it never again bfe necessaiy for you to : 
exclaim in your, future work, *«/A« 
Lard woe in this plactf and I Jentid) it 
net,'* .. . ■ . 



BXUGIOUS CBjLBXTISS. 

' Works, of benevolence, - until all 
shall unite in theno^ will reqiiire mo- 
ney for their support aad furtherance. 



If the mercliant will give cloth, and 
the tailor the making up of his gar- 
ments, and other dealers will give 
Other articles of apparel to a Sunday- 
^hool. Ok* other missionary— and, 
theo if/th^ coach be steam-boat pro- 
prietor will give him his passage and 
the citizen of the place to which he 
is. sent, welcome him' to food and 
lodging^. i^e may sustain missionaries 
without money. But so long as these 
articles, are neceswy and cannot be 
obtaiQed without ^mOney, and the in« 
dividual himself is employed in a bu- 
siness which fumiaheavno pecuniary 
means of procuring tliem — charity 
must supply those means; and good 
men wht) ttiink the object important 
enougb to justify the sacrifice, are 
willing, to furmsh then^ The libera- 
lity erf* their contributions will depend 
among other things on their opinion 
of the importance of the object, tiic 
suitableness of the agency employed to 
acocnnplish it, their own means, and 
their sense of responribllity, as stew- 
ards of the mercies of God. That 
the Christian CbQrch, in its component 
parts, is corrupted with the love of mo- 
ney, cannot be doubted? and that liber- 
al mifided ita^n are yet to enlarge their 
hearts in the cause of Qbristian benevo' 
lence, is ali|o believed. Es^mples are 
aometidfies stimulating; and we make 
the following extractfrom a late number 
cf the ^^fhtionafy (London) Begtster^ 
for the purpose o^ presenting some 
examples of a very interesting cha* 
racter. ' ' " 

-** While we arc ho^tileto all undue 
excitement of tlie feelings, in support 
of the cause of Charity, we are per- 
suaded < that Christiahs, as a body, go- 
vern themselves by a low ^andard, 
in respect ^f their alms. The spirit of 
the belieyera of Macedonia must live 
ag&io in the UmvepilChuirch, in order 
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that, abundant mean^ beine aupplied, 
out of enlarged faith and love, for 
carrying on with power the work of 
the Lord, the blessing may not be 
restricted as it now is by the atraiten- 
ed working of oinrfaith and the |i*lf' 
hearted labours of our love. 

At a recent Public* Meeting, the 
Hev. Jphh Blackburn made 'the foU 
lowing statement :-» 

Havinjgf been ^ne of the Deputation 
who visited Manch^^r to advocate 
the cause of the London Missionary 
Society, 1 am anxious to impress* on 
your niinds tlie feelings excited by the 
Christian sympathy and deyotedness 
of the excellent members of, the 
Church of Christ in ttaX tbwn, not 
only in their public medtihgs, but «)M) 
in their private intercourse. I am 
persuaded that they are all convinced, 
that to make sacrifices, fbr God, is the 
only proof of tbe^ sincerity. As sa- 
crifices to idol gods-Hm sacrifices in 
the service of Mahothet— as sftcrificea. 
even in the Apostate Church of Rom^, 
have ever been Uberally * offered as 
propfs of the deyotednessc^ its mem- 
bers, so it is most consistent f<^ those 
\^o have a purer faith, and are bless- 
ed ,with. ^igh^r privileges, to show 
their sense (^ gratitude by propor- 
tional devotedness. 

It may be supposed that our friends 
at Manchester are full of' money: bu^ 
I was assured, by some of the oldest 
traders in the town, that their circunv- 
stances were never so depressed as at 
the present time; yet owf of their deep- 
poverty, they have abounded if^Ubera^ 
Uiy to the catue of Christ: . 

A caKco-printer not worth lOOiL 
gave a sovei^eign for himself an'd his 
wife, and half a sovereign for ea<^ of 
his six children.-i-A warehousehiM)* 
having a salary of 120/. per annum, 
whose wife was known to be iii a de- 
Tieate statfe of health, and who liad 
three children, gave, at the Kleeting 
in 1827, five pounds: he was met by 
one of his friends before he pud. in 
his subscription, who said to hitn, 
••Well, have you thought of What 
you <lid on Monday night!" "d yes," 
was the reply, •• I tohl my wife when 
I returned hornet and«h«wid I had 
done wrong.^' My friend expected 
there was a Irithdrawment »f the ^/.; 
but he was surprfsed when he heard 



the warehooseman say, that his wife' 
refkiarked, that thej had been ** bless^ 
ed With many privileges;'' they had 
** not, had a doctor, in the h^use for 
two ve^" and she proposed that he 
ghou]d|^ve5/r for her and a sovereip^ 
for each of the children: tfathat m- 
st^ad of 5/.: under excitement, the 
subscription amounted to 13/. after 
reftecti<^n, cpnsultation, and praver. 
The warehouseman farther contribut* 
ed 10/. in 1828, and in 1829. KoHr, 
are there^no ChiiiTtians here who have 
120/. per^ annum, I ^ight 8ay,^liave 
l^OOO/. per annumj who never. gave 
even cme half of that sUm^r^An dd 
peqsiOiver who hsid nmeperiee a day» 
and a salary of 30(. per annum, gave 
5/.— A young roan who wits 'brought 
up in Mr. .Boby^ SUnday^cfaool, .in 
the year 1824^ and received a ^t^huy 
of '70/. having a iSvife and three chij- 
dren, wanted his employer to raise hia 
wages to iOO gufaieas: jiis employer 
refused: a gendeman, who knew hia 
sworth, liumiBhed him with a small sum 
of money to commence business ; in 
1827, this young man gave to the 
missionary VcauttB 25/. and. did the 
9ame in each of th^ following years. 

How many th€re are,, who nave re- 
tired firom business, and who are liv- 
in|^ at their eabe, wfap are doing no- 
thmr like this! . I a^ persuaded, that 
we have not yet said, to tftt Lust of 
Jht Fia^ " Widt! 1 tnust first sacri- 
fice to God !"^to ihe Uiit of the 
Eye, V Wait r I must first 'sacrifice to 
Gpd!"^tQ <*g Pride of Ufe^ " Wait! 
I must ftist si^rifiee to God!" No, 
.Sir! we have saerifi^ced too much .to^ 
^ourselves. I feel guilt, in . common 
with yourself,' in this. matter; ^dde^ 
sire to be humbled befoi^e .God' that 
we h^ve not been tnore devoted to 
^is cause. Last Sabballi^ many of us 
surrounded the Table of; the Lord, 
when we sung, with apparerit fer- 
vpiirT- 

1?f ere thie whole Mftlm of nature mine, 
That twere a preten'tfar'too imall; 
Love §a amasing^ «o diyhie, 
Denamds my Mul, my lift, my atl ! 

Were we then sincere? or do we wean 
to be struck dumb foi: «ur inconsis- 
tency? - 

Tbfere is an old weaver in Manchfes-" 
tefy^ho is obfigicd to labour from i&arly 
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till late/ to earn 12r. or 14«. per 
week, who has now a . flon» a mifuoii- 
arjr, in the SToiith-Sea lalitnda:, he haa 
brought up a large fiunilv, and ** Oh*/' 
paid he^ ** t urn like th^ laraetites with 
the roannn^ leather my bread hefore 
the rati 18 up:*^ yet at the late meeting 
lie presented 5/. as* his Offering.-^ 
There is a poor Wekhman Who cJime 
to Manchester without, any moitey: a 
feW friends raised him a 8ii\all sum» 
and 9et him up as a dealer in ginger-* 
beeri the spring being oold, his stock 
remained on hand-r but tile gtniil 
warmth -of the 9un produce4 the, na- 
tural thirtt that he deured, and *fae 
soon disposed of his stock. A Mend 
met him ^esterd^jr'week»^nd said to 
him^ *' Did you'give any thing vester- 
• day to the missiohary dulse?'* • The 
man replied, <*Oh, yes ^ii'! I gave 
two soreKign«k-Mhe first two I ever 
had in my life. 6pd has blessed 
me ; and I thought it my duty to 
ptesen^ the' first-fruits of toy success 
to God.'' 



tBB IKrLUSKCS OT IljrrXLSBCIUAL HA- 
BITS upoir p[[^s xoBAi. ▲up' Bkuoi- 

OPS tBBUBeS. , -* . . 

It is well known- to our readefs^ that 
the system of religiqH$ instruction ' id 
Scotland has long been dJMinguishcd 
for its eificacy'and intelligence. There 
is in the following exlrtikct froip the 
thirteenth annual report of the Sabbath 
School Dkion^ for Scfdkm^ a 'train of 
thought which requires and is worthy 
of close examination. It should re* 
ceive th^ undivided attentioa of ^un- 
day-school teachers, parents.and- mi- 
nisten^ ' ' 

There is 6i)e consderation of great 
moment, as affecting the practical ad- 
vantage to be reaped from Sabbath- 
sehool% which it ma^ be proper to 
press upon the attention,-— we allude 
to the influence of iwUUethud habits 
upon the moral and religions feelings. 

.When we say that man is the crea- 
titi*e of habit, it is almost invariably to 
his external QiiianM that we allude, 
and not to the more powerful inAu- 



erice which habit exerts over the 
mnirus of action which lie hid in the 
heart. It is quite true, that a person 
who has from his earliest youth been 
aiicuftoraed to regulate his external 
conduct bjr the strictest rules of mo« 
rality; acquires such habitual rectitude, 
as to giv^ the best jrround to hope, 
that m will not in after years depart 
from his uprightness into the paths of 
iniquity:' and on the ot^er hand* we 
have the authority of Scripture for 
flaying, jthat sooner '*shalMhe leopard 
change his spots, than he who has 
been accustomed to do evil, learn tp 
do well.'* But then if this habit of 
goodnem has extended no further than 
the outward conduet,-^f there have 
not been purity and uprightness of 
heart, chastity and sobriety of imagi- 
nation, a^d godliness of principle, ther 
individual possesses no intrinsic worth 
of character, nor can we with the 
leist confidence depend upon his 
steadfa^nels iti temptation or in pe- 
rils. It is only when the mind has 
been habituated to think and to judge 
in uprightness,— when the ima^mO' 
tidn nas Heen chastised and' suMued 
by sound principle, and the whole in- 
ner man brought into subjection to 
the voice of 'Wisdom ahd^the dictates 
. of truth, that we can look for real and 
permanent exceDence of character. 

it is no objoction to tbe.thith of the ' 
principle now explained, that man is a 
fa|Uen being, and qan never by' his own 
strength acquire the perfection of cha- 
racter here described. It is most true, 
that without religion there can exist 
n<> sound morality, and that from the 
fallen condition^of human nature, be- 
lief in the doetrines o( rl^ligion, and 
the luda ^ the .Spirit are the only 
means of regaining our lost condition of 
purity and happinesa! But it is equal- 
Ij^ true, ip rtbgiwt, as in morak, that 
mere formal acquiescence with its re- 
quirements^ or even with its great 
dbctrinesr where the^heart is untouch- 
ed,-^where nogenuine piety of thought 
and feeling is excited, and where there 
exists nb practical application of its 
truths to the reguhtt^on of tlie thoughts 
and principles, is utterly useless, and 
no better thi^n hjrpocrisy. Hence the 
neciessity of Imbitiukting the mind to 
the contemplation of religipn^ jm a 
pMSctital matter, and to the s\ibjee- 
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tion of all its thoughti and fe«lings 
to a conformity pf what is ascertain* 
ed from revelation to be the divine 
will. 

The inftuence of qarly associations 
upon our beartf, and consequently 
upon our whole conduct^is admitted by 
all( and by lUHie wilt ita byerpo werin^r 
force be more readily adimttecl, tWan 
by him whose heart has been tbuched 
by-reli^on/and who lias been brought 
to a sense of his total dependence upon 
God, .as his Creator* Presenrer^ and* 
Kedeemer. Every day he feela ,th& 
deepest Cfiuse to deplore the wicked- 
nesa of his imagination* and the de- 
pravity of lib heart, for. his-.conscience 
tells him, that even when his conduct 
is the most praise-worthy 4n the sig^ht 
of .men, he ia utterly without Worth- in 
the eye of Him who looks upon the 
hearty and to whose approbation alone 
he looks forward for comfort and .joy. 
In the thoughtles8<^^sa of early life, h^- 
haa indulged his imagination in its own. 
way, and. from its. natural depravity^ 
has pleased himself in idea with that 
from which 'he would have utterly re- 
volted in conduct; but now that he 
has ebme to perceive thee^r of his 
ways, and to » feel tW jtbe .gr^at Be- 
ing ^hom he worships^ is a holy Be- 
ing, anid caniiot look upon iniquity, 
but requires holiness of hean aa well 
as of life, he mounts over these sins 
of his imai^n^tion. arid hit lieart with 
bittei*ness, even when the^vorld in 
its ignorance regards him aa enjoying 
the consciousncfss of hia own .upright- 
ness. ; " ; " 

The necessity of early^nitiation into 
religioua truths, and the deep impor- 
tance of t|ie youthful iktind acquiring 
the ufUell0tiHal kabU of appJyiQg. pi«c- 
tically these trutha to the reguktion 
of the heart and thoughts, are thus 
most apparent.- Even the merer me^ 
raiisi must adoiit the ezpedietncy. of 
acquiring sound habits of ttoinking^ to 
insure the right regulation of copouct; 
but he who Relieves in the txuth of 
religion, who fee)s that man is a -fallen 
and corrupted being, and stands ia 
need of higher aid to raise him from 
his degradation, and bfing him back 
to virtue and happiness, must be 
doubly convinced of the necessity of 
early accustoming the'qund to this in- 
tellectual truning. Not- only will it 



ptevent the awakened Christian from, 
having his joy and comfort in the be- 
lief of the truth impMi^, t>y the con- 
stant recuirence of his imagination to 
tho^ early and sinful thoughts and 
feelings in whith it once revelled un- 
fettered, it will diminish the risk to 
which he is still exposed, \^y taking 
awi^ diat^moat fruitful aoucce of apos^ 
tacy, an imagination- at once wicked 
and depraved by^atufe,ao4 hardened 
in iniqyi^ 6i>h) indulgence in sinful 
thoughts: and it is- at the aame time 
the very best mean^ of preparing the 
minds of the yet.dncpn verted, for the 
reception of the truth,*-rit is sowing 
the goojd seed, .which- God In his own 
time will- undoubtedly bring to matur 
rity, and make e0ectuid to salvation* ;. 
'We wish ivcist anxiously to press 
these considerations upon the .minda 
of parents and of teachers. They can- 
not too highly estimate the beneficial 
effects bf an early, training of the ima- 
gination to good and victuous tbttughts, 
aa theycuinot too deeply deplore the 
raonstroua evils which an uncultivated 
and ilt-regulated imagination invaria- 
bly produces 'u]>on the character. It 
cannot be said that 'a person of this 
last description .will never be brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, and to 
the practice of virtue; but this is con- 
sistent with the experience, of thou- 
^nd9, that if his mind shall be touch.- 
ed by the Spirit, and brought to know' 
Ghps( as hia Redeemer, there will 
scarcely be a day of liis future exis- 
tence, in which he will. not be found 
mourning over' his inward deprjiyily, 
and be in danger' from the ^nfiilness 
of his intellectual habit%< of bej(iv?' 
.again drawn into the vprtex of vice. 
The mind ought to be brought to take 
a comprehensive view of its colldition 
by 'ilatute,— of the nece^ty of reli- 
ligion to insure its perfection and .hap* 
piness,— of this necessity^ not merely 
as regardft a belief of its doctrines, 
and conformity with- its external form^ 
butMn regulating tlie feelinpfs and 
thoughts of the heart and imagination. 
He who in youth has been thus accus- 
tomed to hate sin» hot in action mere- 
ly,, but In tbougbt, and to^look upon 
it' as what inust both ruin its present 
happiness^ arid lead to his destruction 
in eternity,— who desires to-be pure in 
1^ imagin^tion^aavell as upiight in 
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his conduct^ ai&rds the fairest pro- 
mise of bein^ a steadfi^ Christian^ as 
w6ll as an u^ f^t character through 
Bfe. ' : 



OXA AVD SSW TBS'EilCBn*. - 

BeHeving, «8 I do, that *' all -Scrip- 
ture is giveh bjrinspjUitibr of fy)d,'^ 
I have felt much distressed to see the 
Old Testament to i^ucti neglected in 
daSbath-schpoli. . 

To proviide against the ex^lsjpf this 
neglect in my schooli 1 haVe adopted 
the following espedieni» viz: . ^ 

Give out me same lesson fronl both 
Testamenjbs at the ame time. 3^7 
the seven first verses of chapter xi. of 
Hebrews, and instruct the children to 
recite these versfss as they are prinlecl, 
and to give in their own language; 
the history 6f the events referi:ed to,' 
ss they are recorded in the Old .Tes- 
tament : * ' 

This makes, the study much more 
interestinjg^tlian the old way, and what 
is of vast importai«ce, it bindb together 
with an indiss6hible^bond the Ufhole 
counsel of ijioA, 

Of the impoitance of this mode of 
instruction at this ptcuHarly interest- 
ing day of the Churcl),,I l^vejio time 
to speak. . It is said, ^ a wQrd to th^ 
wise 15 siifficient.^* Yours, 

VIOI^EER./ 

P. S< The attendance at my school 
is from 230 to 25Q each Sabbath; and 
th&r ages fronL.4, to 45» 60'of >rhom 
at lekst, have their chief clothing from 
the charity. fund. 



SDHDAT-SCBaOL JVftlLBS. ' 

MonigWMry the poet, who is known 
as the ardent iHeivd of Sundsy-schools, 
■uggests the expediency of commem- 
orating the establishment of Sunday- 
schools in the year 1831; fifty ye&rs 
from the supposed time of their first 
oi^nization. He thinks it might.be 
the meiMis of extraordinary aiid happy 
excitement to the public mi^ iix fa- 
vour of these institutions. 

Vol. VII.— 14 



XOITTBLT CO:^GXRT. 

We takfe great pleasure in referring 
the'pflfrticular attention, of the reader 
to an item of our monthly receipts. 
It is* the sum of #18^42 coUeoted by 
the New Haven, (Ct,) Suriday<«cho(d 
Union at the monthly concert, and 
contribdted to. the* misttonary fund of 
this inMitution. 



THS OPl^rOir ikt A DISTIHSUIBHSD LAW- 
TXBOK A UhlTXT OT tfXXB&AL IVTSm- 

;est. . . 

. We have often thought that a lit- 
tle good, sense would greatly improve 
the reasoning, and enlighten the views 
of some of the opposerd of the Ameri' 
eon SiMay^tckool Uhion, and the sub- 
ject has been brought afresh to our 
minds by a trifling incident of late 
occurrence. /- 

A person, whose liand-writing and 
. use of language furnish etidence that 
he has had the advantage of education, 
and Who probably might be convinc- 
ed; with little difficulty, that his opin- 
ioi^s are illiberal and wrong, exjM^ss- . 
es the following ^views. 

" I am conscientiously careful . not 
40 assist, or support* this clerical es- 
tablishment (Sunday-scho<d Union) 
in any way whatfoever, fully satisfied 
thkt, however specious your .ind6fati- 
g^bie^ labours may be, that you only 
aim at the establishment of a hireling 
priesthbra, and begin with tlie infants 
to, enslave jtheir minds, and l6ad them 
from the truth; to rely upon the opin- 
ions of men, and to look to poor vain 
and proud men, instead of Christ for 
strength, and instniction in right- 
eousness: and withal to induce them 
to give for this inatttuHon^ ond that 
pioU9 clergyman, and thus to serve 
mortal' man, and to" enable clergymen 
to livQ well uj>on the labours of honest 
and industrious persons, themselves 
idle, worse than useless, a curse to 
any, ftnd. every country where 4hey 
(clergymen) have jever existed. 
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**Nay! let this country rest! ceasd 
yput labours of hate$ you cannot in'< 
struct f all you do \i wrong/' '' 

Another person^ of leas pretensions 
on the score of edi^Cation^ says (in 
answer . to a proposition to takip thfc 
Y(^th*9 iyHend,) , 

•• In vane 4o yp^ request.-^'Tij hypo* 
crits, Who has required this at your 
hands? 

j-H. P.: 

A fretfd to religion but 'Sec- 
. / not 
tarianisnh'' . • 

Another says^ 

«TKis, {Uhe Yosith's lUSniP) a» 
well as inost of the perio^i^ls* '&c. 
issued by the Sunday-school Union^ 
is regarded aa being desigoedi under 
the pretence of (Csseminating know- 
ledge^ ^ and inculcating morality, to , 
draw money fhiin all classes indiscrim* 
inatelyi and from .the poor, that por- 
tion of their earnings which yould 
enable them to give ,te theii^ children 
' an . education which ^oiild render 
them superior to -the yiles of priest* 
cfdfi* . ' ■ . . , 

Now, the opinion of a distinguished 
lawyer on a case similar ta this, wais 
as follows:' 

••/ say * unto, y (Mi reflain Jrom 
iJiese men, arid let thtm alanet for if 
this cdunael or this work he of ment it 
wili tome t.0 n&tfght, but if it i&« cf 
God^ ye carmot overikrow it* 

this WAS the advice of a VCTy learn- 
ed man, who was l\ad iii reputation 
ajnong all the people with whom 'he 
dwelt. II; was addressed to certain 
jperSons,wh6 were exasperated by a 
faithful exhibition of their evil ways. 
The adviser himself, was, as it is sup^ 
posed, an enemy to the truth, but he 
had seen so much of the,w;orld and its 
ways, that he was persuaded nothing 
was gained by violent and boisterous 
opposition. The suggestion he • made 
was substantiail'y thisf ."That which^ 
has the show of good,' and it is doubt- 
ful whether it be of God or men, it is 



best to let i^ ^one, and \ti it take ittf 
fate, aiid not to use sny Ibrcie or vio^ 
lence for the suppres^gxif Kt; Christ- 
rules by. the power ot truths not of 
the swords If' itlus Gounsd and thitf 
workf (this fotming of a iR)ciety,'and 
setting it i^h as th^ means of ac^* 
complishing great i^oodt)i>e the cou»» 
sel and i^^k tffoalUk meil jthatknoW 
not what they d6i let them alone 
a^ite, and ^hey will soon run |hem^ 
selves out jof breathy atid theif fi^y 
wiH' bci. manifeit before iQl men^ and 
they will make theipselves Hdiculpus^ 
It it be the counafCl and work ct^ffoU'* 
tie and destgning men, who^ under 
- colour of religion, are .setting, up » 
secular interest, let them alone awhile 
jmd they win throw off the Inask, utid 
thdr knayeiy will be manifest tp all 
around, and they wil^makethei](i8elve8 
odious. It will' come to nothing in ii 
little tiine^ and there i&i)0 occasidnlbr 
giving yourselves so much trouble to ' 
kill that, .which, if yocr give |t a little 
time# MhII die of itselfi The unneces' 
sazy use o^ power, is an ^use of it. 
And if a^er all, the wqrk is of God, 
ybur qpposition is 'not only vain, but 
wi)l be attended with serious Conse- 
quences to. yourselves, for uf^ iade' 
nouneed upon Mm thai itnve$ unth 
hismaketJ* , 

rBocsiDlH&s or thx stiroD'Or ^hila- 

DBLFHIl. 

.lU' our December number, we 
stated that the Synod of t^hiladelphii^ 
had passed tfundry resolutions, ek- 
pressire of the , views of its members 
on the subject of Sunday-schools, and 
pafticularl;^/ regar<^ng the {sroeeed- 
ings of the American Sunday-school 
trnion. The following iu« thereso* 
lutidns as officially coitomunicated to 
thefiokrd of Managers^ 
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^^Bfsoked,' That* )n th^ view of 
ByiiQd, it is of unspeakable imports 
tarice that the rising gene^tion of 
«Mir country, sUonld h^ under fUll 
Sabbath-flchool instructionj; and that 
it is incumbenjt on the churt^^aa the 
lijg^ht of the world, to pursue the most 
vig^orous efforts to accomplish this 
jgreat achievemeni They do» mOre». 
A>ver, judge that eveiy congregatioi^ . 
within w^Qse bounds the whoie*^ ris-' 
ing .geifefatioi^ are not gathered Uh^ 
ider Sabbath^ehooT iA8truction> or in- 
structions equivalent thereto, ought to . 
rejpard themselves as answefable to 
the head of the ebunch for the^ipii- 
xfiency, if they vre not doing evcy^ 
tlfing in thdr ppwer to-mmedy itv 

« ftetohM^ That the A. ^ S. Union 
be, and they hereby ar^ invited and 
requested to send their agents into 
^verypift of our bduad*. where their 
jtfsistAQce is neede^ for the estab- , 
lislinieht.oftSabbathHMhools, with the 
advice and direction of the Pastors 
And session^; and it 1s hereby given in 
rcharge to all ourmiiiisterf and churdi 
aessions^ to render .ev.ery Assistance to 
the. agents of the A. S, t. Union in* 
their good woi*kf ^^h* of establisliing 
«cho'ol% and. taking up tot^tributiotis 
in aid of the funds of thjg iB^nei:^! 
lUnion." 



s^iSATiov iiTDisrivaAipiB TO vm<ur. 

Exiraci from a lefter , dated, Bethany^ 
(Pa) iV*. 11, 1330. . 

** Dear Sir.: — ^I herewith trans«h to 
^ou'a copy odf a resolution adopted by 
the B^any &(iiidiky-ich()|0l:6ociety on 
XSi^ January. - . 

.« Our society h^siseen in operation 
fnorethan eleven ymr^ irnd "during 
this time, there has never been more 
than one scbofll in Bethi^y, which 
for the last few years, has been the 
only school un.der the cAre of the so- 
icief^, lind has been con^daed of 
^hildra\ the parents of Whom wc^repf 
various sects." . '. . • ^ 

The writer then <Utei that a^ohool 
'waji fontied a few npntlvi 9iiVB<ii by a 
iparticttlar denonina^n, and the chil- 
dren of the old 4Chpot« portaioiiig to 
thkt denqnaioaitiOi^ Wtfe withdz^iwn. 
This meaaiiM^ ^dQgprodu^^ve of ijQ 



cQnsequeneeSj) efforts were made ta 
acc^m]^lish» re-union. Every objec- 
tion to this measure was removed sate 
one, and that was the connexion of 
the old school with t&e /Amirietm Sim" 
4ay-9chodl Vhion, which they feared 
was ahout tp unite chujch and statCi 
1^ fear ^roduc^ as tke~writer «dioits» 
by ^ss ihisrepre^ntation. 

^"^ Under this «)tate of things, the 
aocie^' adopted the accompanying 
resolution, with ^, hope of thereby ef- 
fbcting a re^nioA which wouid render 
the prospect of the usiefulneas of the 
society more' bright With siqeere 
desires for the prosperity and useful- 
ness of your institution* 

Ireiliainy &«• 

E^etradfrQtn the minvteiof a general 
meeting, of Jht Bethany iSmday^ 
echool'Sixtety on Uth JoA. 1930. 

•*,Whiereas, we consider it of great 
ihvportanoe .to the promotion of use- 
fulness^ through the medium of Sun*' 
day^chool instruction in this place» 
that the e0brts of the different Chris- 
tian denomiiiations ahould be united 
An the grand^bject in which we are. 
engaged^ which we are c6nfident can 
only hfi effected by the dissolution of 
our iieUtion to the American Sunda^- 
schdol Union, therefore, 

^* Sesoi^ ^hat this society, cease 
henceforth to bfe auxiliary to the 
American Suftdayrefihoot Vhien. 

. •»•*•« Secretary." 

IXirjAKlPOKIS SITBBir^-SCHOOU. . 

■s In our nuqiher for September lail» 
.<VoL ri. p.-284«) we gare an inter- 
esting account of thje manner in which 
the last anniversary of ourjqational in- 
dependence was celebrated by the 
vSuoday-sehools in Indianapolis^ (Ind.J 
In a iate conrersa^n with a gentle- 
inan of th^t place, to whotn was en- 
trusted the arrangements of the occa^ 
sion^he informed qa that the effect of 
it'haS'Wn .exceedingly beneficial. 

Many were disappointed and vexed 
that the former nianner of keeping or 
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rather sibusing the day, was to be 
abandoned, and ituoh opposition Was 
expected from those whose selfish 
and party purposes might he tbas cut 
oflT. . But when the day came, and the 
schools aitived from a dbtarice in 
great numbers, el^ldren and- teachers 
filliog the wagons together, and when 
a procession was fbrmed,.balf « mile 
in length^ of childreii, fodr abreast,' 
sized with perfect accuracy,.atten4ed 
by their ^teacherB, and . precede^ by 
two hundred ladies, muoh <:>f the bad 
feefing itrhich- had been excited pass- 
ed away. Evrtithe goyernbr of the 
State joined a procession sOfuU of in- 
terest and promise, and exhibiting to 
clearly the-. connexion between, Sun- 
day-schools and the liberty and pros- 
perJty of the country. After tb6 ex- 
ercises in. the open air, each child, 
teacher, and spectator, waa furnished, 
with a plain biscuit, and 1(9 much pure 
cold water as was xlesired; and such 
was the evident impulse which .the 
ceremony gave to every schoolthat 
united in it, especially to the 4istant 
schools, that.it will prebab^.be re- 
peated: under still .greater advantages* 
The precise population of liidian- 
apdlis is 1125. Tliere are thrpe reli- 
gious societies; Methodbt, Ba'ptist,tind 
Presbyterian. Tlw Methodist society 
united with the other denofninatibnV 
till 18S8, bat no^ has its own sqhool. 
of about 90 scholars.^ '\ 
- The Baptists" and Presbyterians 
form the *• Union school,"- held in the 
Presbyterian church. When the 
school, was organized in 1*820, it.- had 
12 teachers,' and, 60 or 70 pupils. 
' None of the. teacliefs wfere professor^ 
6f religion then, now all biit two or th^^ee. 
are so. The toWn was not settled (ill 
the Winter and spring ©f 1822, and the 
first sale of property, was as late a9 



October 8, 1821. Much opposition 
was made tp the. establishment of a 
school, anid without, thia oppontion, 
it is.sttpposed the attempt would Mve 
failedi A public meeting at the first 
;mn:ven^s^ in 1824, excited much in- 
terest, and gate a spring to-exerdon« 
And the tohool, last summer, number- 
ed from.160 to 200 pupils, and in tboe 
winter K)6 to. 110» independently of 
the Methqdist dbhool. 

In the beginning of ^eur bpehiHonsy 
two males and two femalfeadistingu^i- 
ed^br theii* piety, w^e appointed re- 
ligious teacher^. Thei^ office .was to 
converse with each ch}ld individaally 
and alone. * I'bis coarse seemed to be 
necessar)', inasmuch as the teachers 
were not of a profe^ioh.tcf juatUy tibem 
in attempting ?t. Th^j. exercises of 
&6 s\Bhod went oa in the usual way^ 
the teaqfieirs taking care of then* classr 
es^ and hearing their jrecitations ; the 
rdigious teaching being an exerdae 
entirely independent of the general 
org^nizatiofi'of'the school. The num- 
ber' of suitable persons for thia office 
was hbweVertoo small, and.the diity 
Was' not discharged with so much 
faitfifulnelss, , as to >how' clearly \its 
good effects unti|. 1825, when* the 
number was increased, and there are 
'now £>urteen religious instructers, in- 
cludiiig all the 'Clders of the chuicti. 
Af^er the school is opened, Uie reC- 
gibus teacher takes a single ^hild, and 
"converses with him by himself; lead- 
ing hitn into a conversation; so full ^nd 
free, as to tUsi^ver whatare his prevail- 
ing dispositions^ the habits of his lifi^ 
his little" difficulties and triak^ and 
acting the part/of a kind and faithftil 
reh^us iiriencl, as citcumstanoes re- 
i^iiSre ; and this course ii pursued 
through' th^ school; and after the ex* 
emse is completed, the . relif^oua 
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teftdier takes 8omepnnciple» deafly in- 
eolcated in the lesson of the day, and 
applies and enforces it to theplassat 
hrge. . . f^ . 

Tfais^plan has been yety.suctessftili 
as an evidence ^f it^ itm^iy be stat^ 
that last spring, the directors tool^ . 
from the classes sixteen persons as«a- 
ffistant teacbefSx: thirteen 'of whom* 
were pious, and die remaining three jae- 
tnarkable for their 8erioiuness.a]idin^ . 
telligence. 

To. secure tl)e,regulai* attendance of 
. the chUdren, s tract is given, to ea6h 
one who attends- every sabbath ih the 
month, an4^e school is stimvlated to 
a course of diiigende* and obedience, 
bymakingtb^oseofthe library truly 
arewacd* llidse who ^are represent- 
ed by^ the religious teacher As' deserv- 
ing, are admitted to the. privileg;es of 
the library4 the whqje class is -arrang- 
ed to lyceive books, but th^y are 
jOJElen only giveivto two or three, and 
the rest are tolcl« very aignificaptly, tbat 
the ihdojent and inatten^ve canntit 
ei\joy thb privileges of the industrious 
and careiul; a coionplete correctipn of 
bad habits has often insulted from such 
jan incident 

In JM<dfi^ngof the merit of a system, 
.of instruction, we 9iust take into view 
the state <if sodety- where the sys- 
tem Is to be adopted. And th« ne- 
.oessity of thus accoounodatang the' 
thing; to tfae cipcumstances,' reifders It 
impracticable to prescribe rules of 
proceedings andat tbe same time, im- 
: peMs on n^ of character, education, 
and piety, the duty tof exerting them^ 
selves to form,, and execute a tystem 
which shaU meet existing exigencies, 
in a part of the- country, where 
family instruction is unt^wn;- w|)iJere' 
the >isistance, countetumce, and ap- 
probation of parents inrd iriendaa^ are 



not cnijoyed; where cpmmon schools 
(if they exist,) afford limited advaiita^ 
ges, and where, habits of idlenesa^ 
rudeness^ and- linsubordinatTon- are 
greatly ^^retalent, 'modes of exciting 
smbition, and secciring attention, may 
be allowed, which w6uld be altogether 
objectionable^ in bther^ places^ ' The 
reward ^stem is still in some measure 
retained in the school of ¥^ich we are 
speaking, and our friend assures u%. 
that he lias seen no Sunday-school 
since he left . home, which was so 
flourishing as that in h'^ oWn town. 

This gentleman stated a fact to Ui^ 
which shows very strikingly, the 
almo^ magical increase of the popula- 
tion»'&c. of t^e:westem world. The < 
first hnprovemeiit of the toym of Lo^ 
gaif9 Portf at the forks of the Wabash 
and-£ik Rivers, was made in JunC'lBSS; 
(iipt two yearaag;o.) It has now fifty 
houses, 400 mhal>itant8, five mills, a 
printing offirce, a weekly newspi^per* 
an Indian agency, a seminary of learn- 
ing, and serend public buiMings! 
' We wish our western friends would 
often fundsh us with detailed iniSarma- 
tioti of their wants, their plans,^ their 
prospec^^ and th^ir embariassments; 
'^ Xhe more we know of each other, 
the'iUore intelligent, efficient, and ex- 
tlfhsiVe will be tSur co-operation* 



SKTaACTS raax thk chaeox of tbb 

9ISBQP ' OS WI5CBXSTBR, jEO THI ' 
GLBRffT or HTB DiqCSSXi 

On Sunday-sehoob, - 

This is a subject which deserves, 
and I am confident wiH^eceive, the 
serious attention of tbe cUigy. There 
are, perhaps^- few places where it may 
be •safe t© depend solely on gratuitous 
teaching; thoug^h I would gladly avail 
myself of the attendance of those who 
will kjndly give their time to this 
ch^blp labiftuv But the expense 
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oi a Sunda^'tehooi, even whepe no 
patuitous teaching pan, be obtained, 
IS 80 inconsiderable, that it is 'not too 
much to say, there is no parish, bow- 
eirer small and poor, which ought to 
be without it. /The largest and most 
important institution of this descrip- 
tion established in tl^e dioeese, is the 
8unday-sch6ol of ^t. Peter I^ort, 
Guernsey, a town of about twelve thou- 
sand souls. ). On the 6th pf last Sep- 
temb^r^ t&e day ' of !nly vi^it to it, 
there were"' present' three' hundred 
andjforty^ight boys, thi-ee /hundred 
an4 tw'enty-seven girls, sixty-pine, 
teachers, and twenty members, of the 
committee; t)ie Whble numSer on the- 
books at thesam^ fime having been 
four hundred and twenty^nwie lidys, 
four hundred and. t^n -'girlsj seventy- 
six teachers/ and thirty members of 
the committee, making a totaV'of nine . 

^ hundred aivd forty-five. The business 
of the SGbfxA.fWas most ; efficiently 
conducted, without; confusion or noise, 
in a roomi recently erected, and of 

. ample dimensions for containing this. 

^ large, assemblage ,of adults and clnl-' 
dren of all.a^s. Instruction .is given 
solely by gratuitous teachers of both- 

. sexes, to each of Whom is allotted a 
class of t^n children, and the whole 
is can'ied -on ufider the personal di- 
rection of the members of the com- 
mittee, with the superintenden<ie of' 
the crergy. - i • 

The obstacle most commonly ^eg- 
ed is the poverty of the parish. . Let 
it be remembered, however, that the 
poorer the parish, the greater the ne- 
cessity for -the school, and our exer-- 
tions in devising means for its support 

' should be unwearied in prop6t*tion. 
My own experiencp leads me to. re7 

' coinmend the establishmeht of many 
small schools, rather thim the concen- 
tration of, the children cif several con-, 
tiguous hamlets in the central feehool . 
of the nearest town. . To /jay nothbg 
of the irregularity of attei>dance caus-. 
ed, during many seasons of the year, 
by (distance^ there are other iaconve- 
niencies and serious evifs insepai^ible- 
&0m the system hitherto, perhiiplB, too 
much pursued in our national schools, 
of collecting 'the greatest possible 
number of children^ under the ^me 
roof. ^ . •"". . ■ ' 

1 trast i am not too sanguine in 



hoping, that the time will come when 
no church in the.cBocese, howeVer 
small its population, yrill be opened 
for putjlic worship, vrhere a. little 
class of Suhdayrscholars ma;^ noi bo 
found ^ithin i^ dqors, fornuog, pep- 
haps, not the least intelligent^ nor the 
leadt hopeful portion of the congrega- 
tion. ' My tevej-end. brethren nascl 
not to >e roMindedf that it ia out of 
the youn^ei^ branches .of tbeir paro- 
chial family, the jambs of their ffock, 
that they roost provide for the pro- 
£^tt8ttv.e renovation of the strengptlv of 
our church. No one can bave^ been 
lon^ entrusted \»th the care of a 
parish, Ivithput observing that it ja 
through^ the agepcy of 'his ischbol, 
directly or li&re<^y9 that he will 
best win his way to XJclq hei^^of his 
people, as their 'spiritual mini^er.and 
friend for their 8on?s good. - His 
own personal experience inll have 
carried conviction to .his diind, that 
it is by a manifestation of interest in 
the children of hid* cate, affection 
for their minister,^ and tiiroug^ that 
feeHog, Under -God's Mesnng, a love 
for Christ has been avt^akened in 
many a stony heart,, cold and dead in 
trespasles and sia. - It wouM be s6^r 
tfhing worse-'than folly to fbrego tins 
.advantage. 



EXTRACTS FROX l^RS BXFORT OV A XI8* 

"afolfAlit IK rttK SMVLOTMBITT 0» 

THE LONBOir SUNDAT-SCHOOl VVIOB. 

'i. visited a. school beldng^ing'to the 
New Conne3{:ioh of Methodi^ts^ con- 
taining 300 to 400 children, whid» 
owes its present state of effi,ciency, to 
a worthy individual of that comfnunio 
ty, who, to attain a knowledge 0f letr 
ters^ and ,tO' make himseljr useful^ en 
tercii a Sunday-school' inthis town to 
twh th£ alphabet dasa, wiihmtt knoW' 
ing hia letters, and who acquired & 
knowledge of them byb^paring some 
of the elder ehildreh mention the 
nannies of the letters, and he repeating 
along wlththeni! He thus went on. 
froni clasa to class. He tan now 
read the bible, .and is a useiiil |Ln4 
devoted teacher \n the school! 

I paid. a short visit to ■ > , and 
yas delighted to find thai the society 
•then^WAs going on most pjrqsperou^y. 
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'die hA\fiB iaod completed the tenyass 
xit the town^ and the results Mve ^t« . 
teeded the expectations of all!* One 
thouiaod iMldrtsn hare heen found wh6 
ifent to no SmidaT-ichod. > Of theae^ 
the Estiiblished Cbu||ck obUdne4 508. 
Iloman' .Catholi^i^s 193, 'Independents 
198,' ;6aptist8 5%, Jdethbdisbi he. 50. 
All the -schobla are dverflowiiig/ and 
th^ are obliged tp take nianjr of thesfe 
icholani into the cfaapeb. 
' I intend^ tb enlist females into the 
Kprice as' much as ptmbleV particfi- 
larly tn can^aasinptoxliriia fort children^ 
fpr.the ^suka sufficient^ shbw their 
auperiot cfllcacy' in thei^ henevolent 
labours. / 'r 

Surely ,the re$blt8< of €hese various 
efforts will tend to opeb .the eyea of 
the Chtistian world to the importalice 
of the Sunday-fschool mission/ and leajd 
to more strenuous exertioni to increase 
- the numhfer of labouiier8» and by this 
means, extend the blessed work more, 
rapidly. ' If such numbers are ibund 
wno gO to no. schools in: towns ai^ddis- 
tHets where the Sunday-school cause 
is reputed to ^e u^cflt fldbrishihg:» in 
what an awful stat^ must th^ose parts 
be, wliere* these institutions ar€f but 
partially known! « Let this cause be 
laid near .the heart of every pious 
minister and Siinday>schodl teacher^ 
and let them unite jn''i)rayer to the 
iLord'of the harvest to send Ibrth more 
labourers into this important wor^! 



, IK'rSBSSTIHO >4CTS» 

' iThelas^ report Of the Sunday-school 
Society. /for Ireland, containa many 
Interesting fktots, amotog them are the 
following. ^ , , . 

" tour Comittittee advert With plea- 
sure, to a $triking proof of the incre^ < 

^ ing interest in the cause of ^enend 
educatien» ahd whicl^> tliey beCevo 

. may be distinctly traced»iii many in- 
sUnces at least, \6 the influence of 
Sunday-school hvftruclion-i-namely, 
the erection of several schobl-hduses 
by voluntary subscription-'-^ v^ork to 
which the poor have che«HViily, con- 
t]iibuted tiieir moneV^nd their labour. 
To the Kune cause is to be attrit(ute4 
the establishment of numerous, lend- 
ing librafiesf and theavidity with Which 



the books are sought after, evidences 
the growing thirst for knowledge^ and 
suggests the powerful influence which 
theae institutions are calculated to 
exercise, in raising, the intellectual 
ahd moral character. of this country. 

*< It is a plifit$ing proof of the de* 
light the children take in the employe 
ments of the school; ,that sqme of them 
have unijted to form a school of then* 
owni after separaUngl^m .thehr teach- 
ers on the sabbath ev6ning| in which 
they read together* and the more ad* 
vatnced take upon themielvea the task 
of instructing the others in fading 
and spelling. They have also bought 
tracts for their classes tb read at these 
times. . :Thiar little aehpol was at first 
held in a barn, and afterwards in the 
house belonging to the parents (rf^one 
of the giris, a(idle»8te,d for some time 
MTithout the knowledge of the teachers. 

"** Some time ago I was called on to 
visit a person who was reported to me 
to- be at thi^ pmnt of death. J of 
course obeyed the sdmrnonsi-andhow 
delightful was my surprise when I 
found laer * rejoicing in hope of Uie 
glory of God'— literally longingto de- 
part and be with Christ, and having 
her hope founded,, not on her onm 
fancied innocenoyj either positive or 
rel?itive— not on tiome ingue notion di 
thp mefcy of God> bi^t oh, that oply 
. true founda^tion— the finished work of 
Jesus . Gl^rist. Having conversed a 
good deal with. her, I Was more and 
more deliehted, and ^on noticing the 
pover^ of hei' dwelling, which in so 
maViy cases precludes instruction, £ 
Mk^ witii no small eagerness, 'Prajf 
B -4^ how did you obtain this in- 
formation Which |tow afiMs ' you so 
gr^at'cbmfoft and support'* • Sit,* said 
she, * rgoi' it ta tUt Surtday-achodl^l 
used toattend the schoolin Cav«n, and it 
Was there I'learpe'd what I now rejoice 
in.* I saw her fi^quently aflerwarda^ 
she Continued reioicinfl^ to the end, and 
1 am cohvinc(Scl finaU^ entered into 
her Te$t One fact-is Worth a thou« 
sand arguments.** 

^F^^vhx the LMdm Sundity4ch»9l Ttacfier't Ma* 
. , goxirUf/or January iS^ 

POETRY* .' 
Bleep, '^^ly worki, ftBd tftke'lby t«s^ ' 

T^f eountleM eyb^Iids cloie ; 
Shut all dkjr cavet lyxthin thy hreu^ 
Fq^ oiice in peaee tej^sme* j 
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Wake, tlumberiii; worUyft midi^Slit er^ 

Comei. with A^^ty breath ; 
Wake, thj. redemption dnweth mgh^ , 

Ska&e off die-doft of dwth. 

Tod ■iar^-<hoee vigeb, ihcpherdi, ^oa^ 

A hirjdi from heaven i^rochim ;. 
Ood^i obly Sod thy nuMOi^ hrin|;l| 

Smani^ ig his name. 

Gftther th J chiMren firaoi efiffr 

Of^elimet and tonjgqca unknowns . . 
^ S^iew them th^ ftable and the ftar, . ' ' ' 
Chriiit't ifaiQier and 1m* thronek 

There, with the ai^els, kHid and twce^ . 

All hearts, aO Toieetb^; 
There, with the shephods at his feet^ 

AU loiees, all nations bend. . 

' . 

There, widi the wIm4M9P), fl«ni the faft^ 

Sinnecs their oSMngs brings ; 
iSaeh at that altar be a Pncst,'. 

And ercry Priest a Kincf/ 

For He shall wash thsm hi his bhxid. 

Shall with his robes atnly^ . / 
And make them Kinn and Priests' to Go^ - 

- Laid Jesus, haste mt day. 
ShuffUdiDec 1820. ■' . iJ* M0NXO0if£RY* 



' , . REVIEW. 

.zmefivm May ly 1829, to fAprult 
1830^ mdurive. pp. 384. 

It Would be better lor us all, if we 
were- more in the habit of re?)ewii\g^ 
our own works. The. faithful .dis* 
charge of such a duty, at suitable in* 
tervals, would perhaps check, in some 
degree the luxuriant grew^ of pride^ 
and might moreover prompt us^to the 
exercis^ .of meeknete and ixnrbear^ 
ance in oui' judgment of others. 

The present number completes the 
first year bf oOr connexion, With this 
Magazine. We have not at hand the 
means of determining;^ satisfactonljr^ 
what general eitimate has be^j^ ptit 
on our services. That v^arious opin- 
ions should be entertained, as to the 
character, which tuch a work ahbuld 
bear, is very . nktural:*-especia]ly^ in 
a dwe. where so few of those 
for whom the work i^ designed, are 



found unong its fead^TB or supporters. 
We seriously doubt whether, on^ hdf 
of those who receive .the* , Sunday* 
sdtooX Jhaier*9 Magazine ive^ or ever 
have ,been, JfHihday-^ehoql Uadten^ 
It would, n^ be.surprisng, therefore, 
if our^ft{ne»b prepared 9i»they are cluef- 
ly for thii 'chqs of |>enon8y 'ei^ged* 
in a- particular pursuit, ahd pos^es^g, 
as we^ay suppose, habits, views, and 
feelings peculiar tothem^elvei^ should 
not entertun, or profit p(fT H/e^mem' 
hettin'ond annual ^niMibarat.yrho re* * 
celve it grMtuitously. - , . 

Among those who are thai coAn9Ct« 
ed with us, by their own liberality, or 
by, the respect and kindness of ptheri^ 
are raiiiisters and laymen; of .^e'fop^ 
mer, we .fear> many • interest them* 
selves less than .they should, in the 
^ro^erityr of ^ institution to which 
^ey are thus allied. Beldom do they 
mquire aft^r its welfare;' ntrely make 
it the iiubject.of public piftyer, or com» ' 
meu^tton, and k?now litUe of ifi^ faistoty, 
plan^ or prospects. We have not 
wondered therefore at the, many. in* 
iStaniBies which have come to DUr know;* 
ledge, in which the leaves of the )iiag- 
azine h«ve been found, on a cleigy* 
mkn's shlelf, ufuiut, at the end Qf the 
volume; nor xKcT we regret that an 
arrangement could be miide by which 
all evidence £^ this, of their opuuon , 
.of it, could^be retuned in the bindeiyL 
.Wc^need not add, that^om^ who are, 
and Tnifny who are not thus connected 
with the sodety, sustain its pland and 
views with their whole hearts^ inter- 
esting themselves much in its prosperi- 
ty, and . exerting themsdves faithfully 
to extend the influence, and improve 
the character of the institution. But 
we ean hardly ttpetltlergymen^ gen. 
erallyj to )take much inteirest in 9 Sun* 
day-school Ihaclier^i ]iitajgazine»'when 
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«0 nuiny strictly pr^subnal 8ubject3 
4.einand theh cDnsiiteration^ and when 
iso Qiany religious^periodicftls of itmis- 
ceHaneou^' and . therefore . more at- 
tractive cbmeter, are on their tables, 

Th^r^^will be found among our lay- 
members, (life andannuaiC) many j^- 
sbns whose inter^t.intheC subject of 
^educQiion genaraikfihas induced them 
to patrottise our institution, though they 
\sxkoyr it regftrds principal^ rjd^^ons 
education. They tliink 0^ Sunday- 
^boQls as<^ollecting together, "weekly, 
«evetal hundred thousaQd.children a|id 
yputh, in suitable classes finr instruc- 
tion; and that on^ hummed thousand 
teachers^ .or >aiore perhaps, are eiiir 
ployed every SabBathj in hearing Ihe^ 
read,. oi|^ recite reli^ous truth, and in 
giving tlieaicounset and instruction 
in things pertaiiui^ to their .own 
happiness, a^d to, the. good order and 
quietness pC society. They are per* 
fluadedy tooj that thus.hy maiiy. handi^ 
and in many dbections,: books of an 
enfertaimng and instructive character* 
are circulated through toiUes and 
neighbourhoods; and all the good in- 
fluence they exert, in raising the 
charact^j pd enlarging the.cempre- 
henskni of the people, is everted 4n 
the remotesf parts of th^remotest dis-. 
^9ts wher^ Sunday-^hods .^sst, and 
where - scarcely ;a^y ' other influence 
could he exerted*' 

TbesiBi though veiy general view*, 
are correct, <£beral, and iinportant; but 
'our friends (^ this, charactei^ ase miiny 
of them doubtfiil as to the. expedient 
of ck9CTd^riou9 ingtnuiimf and they 
hardly adimt that children, ordinarily, 
are capable of holdihg reUgiom opin- 
ionsy or suBtaiiiing a rdig^oiu .dharac- 
Cer. On the whole, they would choofee 
that <Hir pages, ao fai* as their taate, or 
withes may' be consuhedf should pre« 

Vol. VII.— 15 



sent the- sub^^^ ^ education in its 
jpore^enero^b^iriags upon the hiter- 
ests of society. It is not necettsty to 
say. that there are those, (and we trust 
very manjr,) among our lay^nembers, 
and friends^ .in whqsc hearts, and pray- 
ers we have a chief place, and who 
love to see-' the utmost prominence 
given ,to the reUgiini* chaiact^ of the 
institution; .while there are oth^*B 
stiU, in whose benevolence and kind 
regard.we share*^ in common' with kin- 
dred societies, and Whoiare diiposed to 
be satisft^ with Whatever satisfies us. 

J^t what -do our ftieftds at l«i^g% 
say of us? 

One.in iVini; Jen^y says,! <<yottr. 
Magazine must contain more reHgioui 
tniellfgenfie or it will not be accepts^ 
ble.V Another in Ohio iulmonishes us 
that sqch is the want of information on 
the sul^ebt of organizing* sustaining^ 
and instruetmg Sunday fcboo^ amor^ 
^fuber$ imd superintendenta^ that the 
Magazine must not take it for gttAted 
that amy. 'thing is known, but must 
give the beat aiid min^teH infonnstion 
on the most eomimm subj^ts." 

The biud^n of ixiaiiy of our annual 
repovtiis, '< we could do#ell Enough, 
if iTe had fntelligent and competent 
tiofkeraJ' 

A ' correspondent in ^w ' Yfi^h 
speaks v^iy kindly of Ae improvement 
-iti the . Magazine, but asks (« not ex- 
actly" he says^ •* in a tone of opm- 
plaint,*') ^^thef we «« cannot Muse 
iiito it ^'moi-e definite, glowlnjr^pirit of 
piety.'* He.says, **ifcar«ftat you^g 
people have, in general, Attle idea of 
the vast amount of re^f^nsibiUty that 
rests upon . them ^ ^ * Sunday^iehool 
teaekera. The m«fe machineiy of a 
SahbathrSchopl^iM doncrthing tbwardi 
ihe conveipipn of.80ul% nor wiU the ad- 
dition of more chastened amusement. 
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or indefinite sensibility suffice ibr the 
purpose.- The thing required is real 
spirituality of mind, carried out into 
every department of instruction* or 
admQnition, or prajrer . , This will 
alwaya be blessed of God." 

Let ,it be remembered. that these 
suggestions, however sensible andim- 
portant^, are no^ from Sundtttf^^ehoOl 
teaehers, §w whose especial use and 
benefit the Mt^azine is prepared. 

Many a rakn has been ruined ^y at- 
tempting too much at onpe, and; many 
a grand enterprise has been enbaHrass- 
ed, and finally defeated, by the multi- 
tude of its eorihexioyis. , Thousands 
would sjucocedwho now fail in their 
project^ if they would form, and 
steadily prosecujLe Mnt Hngkpurjtout, 
to which their physical or inoral ener- 
gies are ade^ste.' 

In the-apiiilication of this principle, 

ITHAT SHAU. Bl TBI FUBFOSB 07 TKB 

▲maiGAir avsnlx-seiiooi. 'tAacuxb's 

We cast: our eye over the c^wd of 
inteQigent, and lijamortal beings who 
compose our Sunday-schools. We 
think hf^yk rapidly, and by What um- 
ple and cheap means, this crowd has 
been assembled, and how constantly 
its character i^nd numbers are chang- 
ing. What aipaztng interests are in- 
volved in the^ avowed puiippse which 
hM called thenli together ;-^f what in- 
deftnite enlargemefit such k System is- 
capable^ How grand the result of 
every ynr's operation; nay, ho>y grand 
the. result of th^ labours of asing/e 
Sabbath, if <^i» beautiful machinery 
naUy is, what At uetM to be. 

Think of thr^ or fou^ Jiundred 
.thousand children draining up in the 
fear of God, and in the knowledge 
andobservanceof His Commandments; 
and whose heart does not swell i^th 



Amotions of gratitude to nix, that He 
has prospered, and continues to pros- 
per, the .cause of • Sunday-schools! 
llie roaring lion milst have indeed 
changed .his nature, if he were noC 
roused by silch a measure as tlus^ to 
take from him his prey. ^ , 

But leaving this general purvey, and 
mingling with superintendent^, teach- 
ers and tought, wh^t do we^find?' ' 

Are the schools geneWi^ weH or* 
gahize«l? Ifr there a sy/item of faith- 
ful; kind, unwearied supeiintendeneef 
Are those men wheare most compe- 
tent ip all respects ifound' at the head 
of them > Is there a vigilant atteiltioB 
to the character, condwrt, and habits 
of the school at large; exhibited in 
the order, purtctualitr, und correct 
deportment of each. individual mem* 
her, as well as in the completeness 
and accuracy of the minute-books, &c; } 
Can'we trace Qf\ the records the 6qn- 
nexion of dach teacher and pupil 
with- the school^ \B» to the pupik' 
when he entered, Vho w^rt his^ pa- 
i>ents, what vna his agie, >vho ^as his 
teacher^ what was his attendance aifd 
prog^ss, when and why he left, and 
where he went/ ^oA as to the teadiery 
how long, iiow ptmetually, kod how 
faithfufly he served his Master in that 
high vocation f Do we find the sys- 
tem of insti^ietion' adopted with due 
consicleration, and with the enUghien- 
ed.and ^serimnaiing <^fffirobatiQ^ of 
the teacihen. who are to adoAinister. it? - 
and, when thus adopted, do we fiiid 
the merits and a^ptation of the yyft- 
tem tested firom time tQ time, by «2s8e, 
perwnal, indimdaai examination and 
inquiry? ' . , 

GoneraBj/,-^l}o we fiiid the teach- 
ers intelligent, serious,, diligent in 
their preparation foe their work; meek* 
anxious to kam as a pfiviiege, but wiU- 
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iog.to iisachaM » duiy; giving evidence 
that tbey &el liow sacred and rmpor- 
taut is the trust they have assumed^ 
availing themselves of every means of 
improvement; giting tkemseka earn' 
pkteiyup to ihe Inuiness of teaekmgy 
80 ^ as a ^ithful discharge of duty 
requires it; punctual and steady in 
their attendance/ at school, and oii 
such meetings as are profitable to 
themselves, and 45ondQ<:ive to the 
prospetity of the cause; muntidning 
toward^ ^h other oit all oocasionsy 
and in Ail circumstances, a spirit' of 
lahdnesB, forbearance^ and confidence; 
discarding envyings, jealbiisies, evil 
surraisings, imd desures of pei^wnal 
fame or credit' giving courteous con- 
sideration to the views and opihion^of 
othets; maintainfing with Ohii^an 
mildness,.what one believes to berigfat, 
without endeafvouring^y^r ih€^ sake of 
pepiUaium or* Iriumphy to show another 
to be wrong; and thua securing ibAt 
himnony of feeling, and unity of pur-' 
pose^ VithDuf which, any co-operation 
must > be pe^lezing, feeble and fruit* 
less? 

IndmduaUrf^^^lA each teacher found 
to regard the children of his class a^t 
Atf children, (so far M dundaj^-school 
instruction is concerned^) Does- b^ 
feel a apeeialf pononat responaihiiUy. 
for the. character, dabits, and conduct 
of each individual membc^r, so fai* as, 
fiiithful teaching, regular visitation, and 
afiTec^onate counsel-can form, or in* 
fluence them? Do we -find huh sus* 
taining Ats' part gf the great system 
which extends. so fai','ahd embiaces 
ao many? And is he anxibus to db 
his full share towai^s improving that 
system, extending it over the earth,, 
ind^etisbracing within it every child that 
can profit by its agency^ And are these 
teachers from among the most intelr 



ligent and well taught Christians, se- 
letted from the church or congrega- 
tion to which the school is attached, 
•* grounded and seU|ed" in the faith; 
and whose teaching is enforced by 
a bright and holy example? And if 
this is their character, do they study 
and hbotlr to make thehr words intel- 
ligible and profitable 'to those who 
reoeive their instructions; accommo- 
dating themselves with great! care 
' and patience, to the limited capacity 
of* their pupils, and giving milk to 
tho^ who canniot bear strong meat? 

And finally,. atnong the hundreds of 
thousiM^ds of pupikt are there found 
<me huntitd thousand who have dear 
viewa of »itnpie reHgioua truths such 
as a child of good ca|vicity, at the age 
of eight pr ten years^ may weH under- 
stand? Nay more, wHl one child in 
oke Hundt^'t^U u< what distinguish- 
ed man from the brute; what relation 
man' sustains tO' God; what are God's 
distiiigmshing attributes, and what is 
roan^s moral character in hjs sight; 
what evidence there is of the truth of 
the bible, and what entitle^ it to more 
consideration than any other book; 
whence the iystitutioii of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, and what the obligation 
to observe it; what are the means of 
grace^ an4 liow are they made eflfec- 
tual; what, i$ salvation, and how it 
^Inay t>e secured; why we believe that 
if a man dies he ^hall live again, 
and on what we reat the conviction of 
a just and eternal retribution in the 
world to come? ^ 

These tt^e but specimens of a' series 
of questions; and ohr inquiry is, wheih- 
er ime child, in one' hundred, enrolled 
ihie day in our Sunik^-echools, can 
give to them ipHelli^entf scriptural an* 
8V0€P8?: Before a, reply is given, ex- 
»'nnne, and consider what is fairly im- 
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pfied in the words ** inielHgent and 
sariptural'' 

And then, go one step farther and 
see whether we shall find among these, 
children a marked^ prevailing rever- 
ence for the Sabbath^ and for the or* 
dioances and institution^ o£ religion? 
Are thej inalung seilsible and observ- 
able progress in the hMwkdgty (not 
to saj Zdw) of r^igious truth f Are 
their minds expanding^-, and as the £d- 
low ground is broken up, is the good 
seed skitfuUy cast and securely lodged? 
Hioagfa they may speak as children, 
think as. children, and understand as 
children n^w, are .they evidently .pre- 
paring to put away childish things ^ 
In one word, is there to be ^een, by 
the close observer, in our American 
SwfidfJi^'Seboohf such evidence of the 
success, and flaftfering prospects of 
th^, institution as its friends and adro- 
cates ask^ expect, andasser,t«in its be- 
half? < 

We hare fiolientationln- answering, 
iro, irmrHiiro i.iKi it; on the contrary, 
it is to be feared that of % large prb- 
portion of our Sunday-school cbiltfren, 
it may be justly s^id, **that they are 
bewildered with verbal mysteries, 
where thpre is no refreshment of truth 
for the eye, and>are wearied witJi Wan-, 
dering from sbatlpw to shadow, when 
there is all the fatigue of contimta} 
progress, without the advance of a 
»ngle step in real knowledge.*' 

Sliall w^ be pointed to this or tliat 
school, and to one and anolher com- 
pany of teachers, to show ua thalaiich 
an opinion is not borne- ojut by evi- 
dence? Let us have a catalogue of 
these, and we win furnish one of those; 
Shall we be tokl of thereat im- 
proveii^ents that have ;been made> of 
the increase of schools, teachers and 
' scholars^ of the obvious advantages of 



the library over the reward systen^ 
and of the selected lessons over the 
old mode of instruction? All this we 
adnnt, and more. The labour bestow- 
ed by many teachers in the work.:, of 
prepamtion, is £»r beyond what it 
once Was; the atandard of instruction 
iarabed} more is required ofdiildren; 
and in much that respects the character 
and management of soiife scliools, the 
advance is manifest. * But the system 
we advocate > and strive to build up, 
should show mu^ inor^ than ill this* 

A system of ^gious instruction de^^ 
signed expresG^ for children,, welt 
adapted^ io ' their inipTovement, and 
skiKliUy administered, wQuM ^6w us 
amoqg its subjects, a great majority 
of intelligent, (though perhaps wsx^* 
}y tpeculattve) Christians. We speak 
now mepely of an t«nf2erdSaif(^i|g'pf di** 
vine truth) such b» is obtained of g^o- 
g^phy or astronomy, and not of its 
saving efEcacy, whbn em|)l(>yed by 
the 8piik of God to convert the tKHiL 
We say, that such a ^stem of instruc- 
t«>n, as we have described irr an i^er* 
rOgative manner, <mt«ff/.make children 
familiar with the ksiding hK% doc- 
trines knd principles of the Bible. 
Tbatxthey Kre not acquainted with 
them^ a ■ veiy sTight ex&mination will 
prove, and the number of -those who 
see and mou^iy-over the evideh<^ of 
this fact, is increasing every day. 

Then a« to external cbnduct,-^pi'o- 
^nity, Ssdbba(th-breaking,jdis(4>edience 
Xo parents, falsehood, gumes of cbarice, 
fruit-stealing, inoibofdinatidn, conten- 
tion and the like, are known to pre- 
vail, in some places to a great degree, 
among duriday^sehool children, 
' And who will undertake to sky how 
many children are excluded iroui the 
advantages of ou^ system on\yJfeeaase 
its administration is. iib defective and 
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8uperficia]{ or boM^ many afe . availing 
themselyes of such adranta^ aa it 
9eem8fo oder, while, ao fair as inatruC' 
tioBy-i-suitabley seasonable instruction 
and discipline are concienied» they go 
away as thiey. came, feeling as if no 
man oared for their souls. ; 

We feud, noW and then,^ an anec- 
dote of the uncommdi^inteUigence or 
tenderness of conscience which lK>me 
Suiiday-school child in this country, 
or some otiisr, has disdoTCTcd; or per- 
haps an acc6unt»of sonie happy deaths 
ift^ which uncommon hope and faith 
ausUdned the spirit in its- eady staug- 
gle, ind we bless th«rinstitution which 
shows us such resukJT; an4 if» in addi- 
tion to xhiif our anntlal report tells ^ 
that Ofietn three hundred of the docile 
susceptible, unprejudiced hearts in 
our Siinday-sclKwls, iinder the Ixain- 
ing of ideet reUghue teachen^ eveiy 
Sabbath,and often for a series of yean^ 
have been constndned by the lore of 
Christ to nu^e thdr peace with God, 
and cttt in their lot with His people; 
with how fflUdi satisfaction do we hail' 
the result of Sunday-school <^eratkm8! 
And well may we thank. God and 
take couDLge, if hra-.bleBHig crowns 
our eilbrts, even to a much leqp ex- 
tent than this; but what shame and 
confusion belong to Us, that a system 
tapable bfao mtuJi^ aecamplighes 3o IH- 
ikf and theft, because of the indolence, 
indiffereoce, or unnecessary ignorance 
of those who manage ii; or of those 
whom it is designed to bless and«xalt 

' ** Brethren, these things ought not 
so to be," and we wishwe eould beliere 
that ^ pictui^ we have attempted to 
sketch, presents the Kving eharacter 
of our Sunday-^cboolsc Bu€ aHercon- 
.sidering the blessings with whidh a 
graciods^'GoD has^ crowned Sunday ^ 
school efforts; After looking over 'the 



bright catalogue of missionaries and 
ministers, and of godly men and wp* 
men, who, (however various and far 
apart the times and places ef their 
natural Urth) were bom again of the 
sanie Spirit iti this Sunday-school and 
in thatf and after estimating (as nearly 
as may be) the unseen and remote in- 
iluenoe$ which unquestionably flow 
from 'Sunday-school instruction, not- 
withstanding all the deficiencies to 
|, whidiwe have alluded, yet we should 
hardly dare to be faithful in the re- 
presentation of these deficiencies, lest 
the enemies of our diuse should take 
courage and seek to triumph over us. 

What, then, shall be dooe? Why, 
in the first place let us ascertain what 
IS the g^rand defect. This-we have no 
doubt will almok universally be found 
m the^unmt of quati/Ud ieachersi we 
dudl not suggest a tnun Of inquiries 
to. the authorities and members of Our 
churches on this pohit; nor shall we 
inoVe'^the question what ^e the^ proper 
religious qualifications of tf Sunday- 
sdhool teai^er; we shall speak only 
cfihequaUflDationsoffnimd.' A Sun- 
day-flchciol teacher, whatever else he 
iMeks, must have an understanding of 
what he would teach, and must teach 
so that his pupil will understand him. 
Suppose l^would to God it were not. 
to such an extent mere supposition) 
tliat all our teachers were active, de- 
vout, engaged disciples of the Lord 
Jems Chrittf willing to spend and be 
spent in his service, moved by nothing, 
aad not cotiirting even their lives dear 
unto themselves if, by their sacrifice, 
.tbey might win souls to Him. 

Whj(t then? If they were dumb, 
they, would be unsuitable Sunday- 
schGoVteachers. 

And the' pupil; what would he pro- 
fit by a lecture on anatomy 6r_chemis- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



118 



Jieview — American Sunday-school Magazine, •Sprilt 



tiy, while ignorant of every term used 
tQ define or explain or illustrate these 
sciences. The lecture room liuj^ht 
entertain hioi with its marvellous ftir<i 
nfture* but the lectured wouM. speak 
in an unknown ton^e. 

So in the Christian congregation, 
when the preacher speaks of the 
" Church mUtant," " of the myiteries 
of the incarnation/' "the heaveiily Je- 
tusaleiis,'' *< the greater and the lesser 
prq)het%" *^the i^oc«dypsei'' &c. &o. 
what does, the mind of a child under- 
stand by sucli expressions^ if unex- 
plained?- 

The eihorter of a Suhday^whool 
(and by the way We wish thiaoffice was 
assumed with a litt^le more deliberation, 
and exercised with a little more judg^ 
.ment,) the exhort^r of* Sunday-school 
addresses his youn^ audience thus;-^ 
"All yopr rightepusnejBes are as fil- 
thy TigH I will <{ounflel you, tJi the 
Spirit oounselled the churoii of La(^ 
dicea^to buy of Iftqa gold. tried iit the 
fire , that you ma^ be rich, and ' White 
rainoent that you may be clothed» and 
eye-salve to anoii^t.yoiur eye§ thdit ybu 
may see. Oh children, get such gold, 
such rahnent, such eye-salve, and what 
moi'e can you want V* If there is eon^ 
siderable emphasis and a good share 
of action observed, the children will 
probably be entertained through the 
mediu^ of their senses for t6h;or fif-' 
teen minutes; but that aYiy,instruction' 
or impression will result from^ the ex- 
hortation, it is as unreasonable toex^- 
pect, as if the same words were spoken 
in the original Greek. 

But we Will come to a common case: 
take the, first voluine of the Union^ 
Questions. Before we open this book, 
however, we. desire it to be distinctly 
understoo(|, that in the present state of 
Sunday-schools, a work'like the Vhion 



Questions is invaluable. It is not pre- 
tended that it is Without many imper- 
fections. And no manual of the Idnd 
cain supply the place of constant and la- 
borious ii^Vestigation on the part of the 
teachers i^nd Wben our teachers shall 
themselves becoufe close students of 
the Bible, With such helps as they .can 
even, «oW . qbtain from the Amerkm 
Swtday-Sejjboal Unions they< will find 
manuals of subordihate importance. 

We wilt /not deny that a teacher of 
good understanding, qualified to teach 
and properly acquainted with thesub- 
ject-inatteriof instruction,, may always 
need sonae saph telping-hiind to the 
^ exefcise of his own powers^ nor that 
a teadher Whose understanding is de- 
fidflntt or who 'b mi qualified to teach, 
,or h|7< ' properly acquainted with the 
subject-ttiatter of. instruction,-^may 
4nake s6me j^gress in his work> by 
the aid of a questioii-book, under all 
these disadvantages. But we desire 
the reader to understaAd precisely the 
ppint to which the Uiwm, Questions. 
bring a teacher, and at which they 
leave him.*^The obvious questions on 
the selected lesson ieire ^med for him, 
and he tixx ask them without taxing 
any- power but tiiat ^f furticulatioi».' li* . 
the hal^it of asking these qut^sCions^ 
Will giv£ him skill in forming those of 
a more dip^srive character, be is be- 
coming a better teapher eveiy Sabbah ; 
but i( on the^ oth^r hand, he makes 
the queation-booh the be^^nWing and 
,th|^ end ef his work,- be vi'iU find his 
duty as irksome and discouraging to 
himsielf, as It will be dull and unpro^ 
fitabW to his clasiK, And we cannot 
avoid ;the conviction, that a multitude 
of teachers are, at this hour^ measur- 
ing their progress in the work of in- 
struction by the number of leaves they 
have turned inithe queatiori-book ; and 
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who are yet wonderiag and.mourniiig 
that so little success attends their ef- 
forts. -rWhen will such teachoni learn 
that he that toioeih tparingfy 9hall 
reap also tparingly ? . 

But we will now use the book. The 
the teacher ask^-* 

1. Of what country wasUerod king^? 

A, Of Judea. 
> 2. What pilest lived at that time > 
. «^. There wa9 in the days of Herod, 
Kuig^ of Judea, a certiun priest name4 
Zacharias.. . ' 

3. Of -what course WM he?" 
•tf . Of the course of Abia. 

4. By what naioe is Abia called in 
1 Chroh. xxiy. 3. . 

A. Abijah. ' 

5. What IS' uteantby the course of 
Abia? . ' • 

A.li was the ei^g^th among the 
twenty-four 'courses or classes of 
priests. 

6« Qf what lamily was tiie wife 6f 
.Zacharias? i . - 

A^ His wife was' of the daughters of 
Aappn. 

If 'the teacher regards. t)ie com- 
piler's explanatif>ns prefixed to Ihe 
bookjk (as very few do^)^h^ will're- 
'qui^ the child to recite fto much of 
the verse as contains an ansyirier tothe 
question in large iype^ and to give an- 
awers in his own kngulige to the. 
othei^ question^; and this, wit^ singings 
pedyer^ and some ^ general ..ezhoHa- 
tion from an officer or visiter of the 
school, engrosses the time and/com- 
pletes {he exercise. Now, resting the > 
exercise hei^,'^in what is the child 
better or wiser Ithan ^rhen^e cune to 
school? . , ; . / - 

L6t it be undehitood, that our only' 
deng^, b -ttf shc^w that no question^ 
book. can be formed by the* wit sijt 
man, which doeb not leave the burden 
of likbour and zaesponsibiUty still upon 
the tbaoher. And with tiiis view^ let 
us inquire for a moment how far the 



question-book akmt communicates ae« 
twd ftfiow/edjiis-^excludmg the mere 
exercise of memory. 

1. If he xemembers tiie word ** Jth- 
dea,'* and associates it with the reign 
of Herod, it is only an exercise of 
memory; there is nothing intellectual 
in the principle of association. 

2. As to the second question, "ZkA* 
OTMiv," would be a comt>lete answer, 
and the rest of the yerse only af- 
fords, exercise for the memory. 

3. The third question would be 
more intelligible afler the fifth is 
understood; a well-qualified teacher 
would therefore mingle them. 

'' 4. The fourth is not irrelevant, but 
it o'bviously needs the close attention 
of the teacher to |pve it meaning or 
interest in the mind of a child. 

5. The fifth question asks themean- 
ing of a ptira^, while ^e terms of the 
p/hrasib are une:iplained»4|nd the answer 
needs . explanation as much, ss- the 
question which calls far it. 

- p. And as .to the answer to tiie last 
question, though well, enough. as an 
exerdse of^memoryj» (as the author 
ddsigned it^) yet, mtherthan retain all 
the peculiarity of the language of scrip- 
ture, which in this instance must be 
perplexing to a child, a good teacher 
would can for a short and simple an- 
swer, which would ber— "Aaron's." 

Now an exhorta^on at the end of 
this exereise,, or before, it, may be 
very useful io the child, and by God's 
grace« ^ means of converting him; 
but the lesson itself^ without any efibrt 
on the part o{ the teacher, has cer- 
tunly cartied him lio nearer to a Very 
low standard of available; religious 
knowledge^ than Ivf was' before be 
began. 

, Let this same question-book and 
this same l^fsson pass into the h^nds 
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of an intelligent teacher, of common 
education, who has improved bis 
mind, and prepared himself carefulljr 
and reiigiausly for his lyork. 

Tiacher, Of what coiit^tiy was Herod 
king? 

Child. Of Judea. 

Tsaeher. Very well.. Now where 
was Judea. (no answer.) > But what 
good does it do you to know, that 
Herod was king of Judea, if you do 
not know where Judea Wfcs? You 
should ask if you do not know; never 
pass a^ word 'till you are stsre you un« 
derstand all about it. Now I will tdl 
you about Judea.* ' 

Here you . see a map, which de- 
scribes or represents on paper, a part 
of the surface of the «arth. You know 
I could inark out on'fi piece of paper 
the;4oor of this room. I should pt^t the 
superintendents dehk Aere, the ddot 
here, the windows there^ and there, 
and our form here, and that would be 
a map of this floor; so towns and coun-(> 
tries, ijdountains ai^ rivers^ are mark- 
ed outj an4 put down on what sm' 
called, maps. This' is a map otJud$a* 
Turn tp the thirty-fourth chapter of 
Numbers, and you will find the ancient 
boundaries, pr the names of places that 
werie on each side of it. Let us see 
what the boundiuies -are now,, and 
what they used to be called. 

Judea is part of- the Holy LAnd. 
Why is it called the Ifo/y knd? It 
answisrs to, or is the same as the king- 
dom of ^fuddh. Who was Judah, and 
what is meant' by his kingdom? , This 



* A Pocket Dictionary of the Bible, 
a Siacred Geography, some map of the 
Holy LAnd, some lilissronary journal, 
perhaps some relnious newspaper, has 
finmished him wimiiU the information 
he needs. 



land b sometimes cidled Palestine. I 
will tell yoU' something abohl it, and 
I shall expect you will remember so 
much of what I say, as to be able to 
give me 'a pretty good account (^ it 
next Sabbath. 

Here, the teacher m«y occupy anjr 
space of time from five minutes to five 
hours at his discretion; taking care, 
however, to mingle w^ his instruc- 
tions, such references to God's chafac- 
ter,' government,^ and dispeiisatiops 
as the subject augge^fts, and giving to 
the whole s^ decidedly religious im- 
pressiom v - , .-. ' 

Jhis isf the>prop^ place to give an 
account^ of Herod, ,th^ king of the 
country which has just been describ* 
ed^'such an account embracing, as it. 
would, his character^ conduct, and 
dea^,> might be made veiy (entertain- 
ing and profitable la quite youiig ^ 
^ children; and a very good specimen 
of such instruction is fiaund under the 
second series of QuestioniB, pp. 15,-1$. 
, Then of ^e diameter and office of 
ZiEcharias, and as to the priest^' coor-' 
ses-^when^ >rhy, and by whom they 
werer appdnted^ jmd where we have 
any. account of them. Here ~1he 
"teacher would find it necessary to' im- 
pajTt his own knowledgCr to few chil- 
dren have access ta the. hi^juis of in*' 
formatioi^ on auCh subjects. He 
would tell his class^ in sujita^le Ian- 
gui^e, that in th^ jfcime of David, the 
-whole number of priests, which had 
then. become yeiy considerable, was 
divided into twenty-four classes or 
catirse», whidi. were required to attend 
at the sfmetuai^ in succeision,' each, 
for a week at a time. At the return 
from the Babylonish captivity,,' as 
VMfBf aatwen^ty of the original coltfses 
or families were found to be, without 
Mpreseutativea. A a^w distribution 
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or division wag therefore necessary, 
in order to revive the old plah of 
tv^nty-fbor classesw Each of the four 
families that returned, was divided 
for this purpose into six parts, (how 
did tius make twenty*four?} which be- 
came so many new courses for thie 
service of the second temple. (Where 
and what was the second. temple, and 
why cidled second?) To these new 
courses, the names of the old ones 
were assigned by lot, (what does this 
meAn, and what justified casting lots?) 
and so they were numbered according 
to the original order of their first ap- 
pointment. Thus the twenty-four an- 
cient classes were revived mfirm and 
IB name, though so many of them had 
been lost in reality. The ancient 
ccmrseof Abijah, which was the eighth 
in order, had bieen thus lost with the 
captivity, but a new one had in' this 
way taken its place find^ name, and 
this was that course of Abia, to which 
Zacharias the fiither of John the Bap- 
tist belonged. 

If a teacher undertakes to instruct 
a child in the fifth verse of the ^vH - 
chapter of Luke, is the abot« any 
more than he ought to know about the 
phrase, " emw%t of Mia?^' If he has 
this knowledge in his own niind, and 
desires ^o apcertain whether the pupil 
has it abo, he will naturally ask, "what 
ismemU by the course ofJMa ?'* And 
without thill familiar accjuaintance with' 
the subject himself, is he as capable 
as he ought to he of teaching others? 
Is this knowledge within his reach ?• 



.• See Iievin*3 biblical Jniiquiii^, 
Vol. II. p. 114. This is a work pub- 
lished by the American Sunday-school 
Union, compiled expressly for the use 
of Sunday-schoor teachers,- and af- 
forded at a price Which might be com- 
manded by a. little^ longer wear of a 
hat, or a coat, or a bonnet, o/a shawl. 
Vol. VII.— 16 



Butvwe need not further pursue a 
contrast 'Which we introduced only to 
open the way for one question, viz. 
How large aporiion afthe teachers in our 
jimeriean Sunday^aehoob, will be found 
in the preaeiU use of the mode of teaek- 
i^t of which the above ie a very imper- 
fed^andufutudiedspecimen? In answer- 
ing it, let nothing be taken for grant- 
ed; let-an opinion be formed on knaw^ 
*ledge^ and not on charitable conjecture, 
or flattering hope. 

Our observation on this subject, has 
been Confined principally to the 
oldest sections of the country, and has 
not extended to those large districts 
through which bur missionaries and 
agents have travelled, the burden of 
whose reports is the want of fiuthful 
and competent teachers. But so ftr 
as it has extended, it has satisfied us 
that not one teacher in ten pursues 
such a cour&e, or any thing like it. On 
the contrary, we feftr that nine teach" 
era in ten ptursue a course no less un- 
intelligible, uninteresting, and we 
need not add unprofitable, than that 
first given in the jnoisuse of the Union 
Questions.* 

But we are yet to see the darkest 
shades of this picture. The Union 

How many teachers in the school with 
which you are €onnected> own oi- con- 
sult this most valuable work? 

• We- hope our remarks will not be 
tnisunderstood. ^e have not been find- 
•ing fault with the Union Questions, The 
extent of Jts circulation shows in what 
estimation the work is held by Sunday- 
schools. We design only to show that 
the- Union Questions wSl not supply 
' deficiencies in the quali^cations or at- 
tainments of Sunday-school teachersi, 
nor relieve them from labour or re- 
sponsibility. It is a staff for the weak 
and lame, but it gives neither strength 
nor soundness. And as to the indolent 
^nd careless, there is no appropriate 
place, or work, or implement for them^ 
in the whole field. 
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QueUunu are used probably by leas 
than one eighth of the whole number 
of teachers and children. 

In vety many of the schools 
where they are used, (as we hare rea- 
son to believe) the teachers only hare 
a copy, and the business of the chil- 
dren is to commit to memory the se- 
lected lesson. Having no means of 

; ascertaining what words, phrases, or 
sentiments will be made the subjects* 
of a question; unaccustomed to that 
sort of examhiation, which makes us 
master of the serUimmts expressed 
without reference to the expreuume 
themselvesi and not knowing how to 
form in their own words, a just an- 
swer to a given question which they 
do not see beforehand; and the teach- 
er too, feeling himself' confined .to l^e 
question as it is, and lacking ingenui- 
ty or confidence to put it in other and 
simpler forms, till it meets th^ know- 
ledge of the child r with .this anay of 
hindrances and perplei;itie8, it would 
be wonderful indeed if the exercise 
should be either agre^ble or profita- 

'. ble to 'teacher or child* < ' 

In other schools, forms of instruc- 
tion are adopted still more objection- 
able. Where a form of questions and 
answers is prescribed, Ihe question is 
often* as ^inintelligible to the teacher 
as the answer is to the child. If the 
former reads the question ^properly, 
(and this is not always the case,) ai^d, 
the latter repeats the principal words,. \ 
leaving out others at pleasure, or sub- 
stituting to for of, and for if^ and nor 
for for, and depending dn the. teach- 
er for tb& first word or syllable of the 
answer in case of a misgiving memory, 
the ^ work is done, and weeks follow 
weeks, and years follow years Jn this 
Useless,' heaKless round of forms; and | 
where there is no library to r,.t ract, pr [ . 



when the enUvehing varieties of ex- 
ternal objects lose their novelty, the 
school ianguishes, dwindles and dies. 
. There are yet many schools in 
which the exercises connst in the sim* 
pie recitation of scripture, one or more 
hymns, the distribirtion of rewards for 
an exercise of memory,* and an ex- 
hortation to Religious duties, of which 
the children have never been taught 
the nature, object or motive. 

If these opinions are in a good de* 
gree just, we repeat the question to 
the ftiendsand correspondents, whom 
we introduced to the reader in the be* 
ginning of these remarks ?— What 
ahould be the pfbvosb mr thb uibu- 

eAir SlTVDAT-SCHOOL TXACHSB's JfJLOA* 
ZI9B? 

. They know aawell as we that the 
heart of a. child will never be affected 
by divine truthuntil it ijicommunicat- 
ed through the understanding, and 
this is our part of the toork. It is train 
to preach ** Christ crucified^'* to one 
who does not understand 'iNfh^ther 
Christ signifies a living being or a 
block of wood, nor whether eruet/Sr- 
ion means punishment or reward, suf- 
fering or pleasure. Let the pupil un- 
derstand what that *' faithful saying** 
meanst " that Jesus Christ earns vido 
the world to save sinners," Siiad the truth 
which it involves may, with God's 
blessing, be made acceptable, and pre<r 
cious'to his^oul, while without such 
understanding it is but an idle tale. 

We know* further, that thbre are 
ways of reaching theheart through the 
understanding:, which are eaaly dis- 

* Many of our reports from auxiliaiy 
schools, received wttkin the last. month, 
give us the number of verses or an- 
swers recited by sundry individuals, 
t^Hh their names, and their merit 
graduated by the column of figures! 
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cerned and pursued) and that in the 
organization of Bchoola, the forms of 
proceeding, the manner pf instruction, 
and, in short in all that concerns the 
order and proficiency of a school, a 
due reference to these ways and the 
right pursuit of them, is indispensa- 
ble to success. . These ways must be 
cautiously opened before Sunday- 
school teachers; they must be trained 
(we dare not say instructed) in all. the 
elementary principles of moral and 
iseligious education; they must be 
madeacquainted with children's booka^ 
their character, and the manner of 
reading them profitably; they must ex- 
ercise their judgment, taxth'eir inge- 
nuity, sacrifice their ease, spend their 
money, and appropriate their time, for 
the sake of making themselves ac- 
cfeptable and useful teachers. 

Let it not ht supposed, that we 
.would haye them learned; all we de- 
flire is, that our teachers should be 
weU4nformed €krUtians^ They need 
know nothing of the philosophy of lan- 
guage f only let tiiem speak so t^jat 
ehil(bren may understand them ; we 
have no desire that they should b^. 
versed in Che sciences^ but only that 
they may have such a ^ock of know- 
ledge, on strictly scriptural subfeets, 
as is indispensable to make them profita- 
ble or successful teachers of the young. 
And thus we set forth the ^stinct 
and commanding object of thi$ Ma- 
gazine — an object sufficiently impor- 
tant to justify all the labour that can 
be bestowed upon It^by iis, and to 
engross all the attention :that can be 
given to it by our readers, viz: the 
improvement of American JSwidat/- 
school teac%ers in the art of teaching 
Sunday-^Jiaol children, \ 

A gradual approximation to this ex- 
clusive character has been attempted 



within the last few months, and though 
we have no fpround to believe that 
teachers are interested in greater num- 
bers, or to a greater degree in its 
success than before, we must receive 
positive evidence, that we have mis- 
taken our duty, before we shall feel 
disposed to regret or change our course. 

We haVe no apprehension that the 
Sundity-schooL system will fail to ac- 
complish still more than it has don« 
for the good of the world. It is capa- 
ble of acconiplishing an amount of ser- 
vice which the human mind can scarcely 
conceive. There are one or more teach- 
ers, perhaps,in almost every Bchool,who 
are laboumg patientily and faithfully* 
on right principles and with suitable 
means; and if one teacher in -thirty is 
of this character, we may comfort our- 
selves with the hope that at least 
eight, thousand .persons are at this 
time training, to take the places of 
those who are now teachers in Sunday* 
schools. And shbqld these persons all 
live t6 maturity and should they, more- 
over, by thjB grace of Crpc^be awakened 
from sleep, and raised from the dead, 
and receive light from Christ; we may 
hope to find them in the fidd^aod an 
accesaon of eight thousand* tejichers, 
well trained themselves as pupils in a 
Sundsy^chool, will add manifold more 
to our strength than to our numbers. 

l^ut shaU we be satisfied with this? 
We nficdi at this moment^ one hundred 
theu^fxnd freshf voeU qwdijied Sunday* 
school teachers. '£mployment enough 
could be found for them: district, vil- 
lage and neighbourhood schools might 
be established tlirbugbout the coun- 
try,, if teiichers were at hand to over- 
see and . instruct them. Scarcely a 
day* passes that some school is not re* 
ported to b^ abandoned, or liopeless, 
or comparatively useless, through the 
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wanty incompetency or unfaithfulness 
of teachers. It is not to be believed* that 
Sunday-schools would increase so sloiy- 
ly, or be attended so negligently, or 
languish and fail so frequently, if faith- 
ful, intelligent, affectionate and judi- 
cious teachers were to be obtained. 

In conclusion, — ^for we must leave 
the question, what kind of topics may 
be discussed in the Magazine consis- 
tently with the object we have stated, 
for future consideration, — we would 
ask; — Ought not the managers of the 
American Sunday-school Union to do 
something more than form schools, 
and furnish libraries, record-books, and 
hints for the prosecution of the work? 
Are they justified in shutting their 
eyes and folding their hands, when th^ 
cn^dence of the incompetency of teach- 
ers comes up to them in every form, 
and from eVcry quarter? Shall they 
open fountains of knowledge for teach- 
ers and never inquire i^^^er they 
resort to them?' Do thirty-two octavo 
pages afford too much space for such di- 
rection, intelligence and encouragement^ 
as U may he suitable to gite once a 
month to the teachers who cri? connected 
with our auxiliaries^ even if such direc- 
tion, intelligence and encouragement, re- 
late only to the art of religious ttathing? 
leaving it for pastors, officers and pri- 
vate members of churches to do their 
share towards supplying^nd sustaining 
by their presence, influence and de- 
votion to the cause, that spirit of vital 
piety, which it surely needs- and to. 
impress deeply on all its pro^ieedings 
that evangelical chafacteri which gives 
them their chief grace and value. 

We leave these ^ questions with our 
readers, and while weenter on another 
year's service, we t:otnmend their 
labours and ours to the blessing, of 



Uim who is able, even of the "stone? 
to raise up children unto Abraham." 

»XTBA4?TS FROM CORBHSFOimSirCE.. 

Marton,Marion co,{Ohio) Feb.25,lS30. 
Sunday-schools in new countries. 

No part of our country is too new for 
the establishment of Sabbath-schools. 
This county has been settled but a 
few years? most of the inhabitants have 
come in witliiix the last seven or eight 
years. Yet we have found by actual 
experiment, that Sunday-schppls can 
be conducted with a^ much interest 
and .usefulness in this part, as in any part . 
of our country*— true, we have not all 
the conveniences and requisites shared 
by our fellow-labourers in older states. 
Our school-houses supply "the want of 
churches for the children to assemble 
in; and when a school-house is want- 
ingy a log-hut is a gwod substitute. 

BENEFITS OF ▲ LIBBABT. 

The Library has been a powerful 
auxiliaiy to the school in securing the 
punctual attendance of the scholia's, 
and creating on their part a habit of 
reading. Also it has afforded to Qiany, 
not immediately connected with the 
schools, an interesting and useful 
source of reading — were these scIioqIs 
tp foe discontinued now, wo t>elievs 
the good tliey have done, would be 
felt while the present generation 
should exist; but we trust the good 
they are yet to accomplish, will infi- 
pitely exceed what we have yet been 
permitted to witness,- we believe there 
exists but one opinion in this commu- 
nity, as to the importance of^ this 
source of instruction. 

IKTEMFERASCE Iir THE WAY OP Sim- 
' . nAT-SCHOOLS. 

LeVfisburg^ 'Greenbrier, county, ( Va,) 
January 28, 1830. 
We hope and believe, that as the 
great cause of temperance increases 
our school will increase, o'ur teachers 
all i»eiong to the temperance society, 
and a great number of our scholars. 

Washington's xife — a schoox-book. 

• Charleston, (S. C.) Feb, 4, 1830. ' 
Washington's life bemg introduced 
into one of bur day-schools, as a re- 
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gular reading book, we shall always 
be able to sell a number of them. 



SIFFICULTIBS AITD WAWTS. 

£ District^iJOinoi^) Jan. 2, 1830. 

In a part of B District, a school 

was formed, and in order to ascertain 
the knowledge of the scholars, the 
superintendent asked soipe sim|>le 
questions.— "Who is Christ?" was 
one inquiry, and one aduit was actual- 
ly unable to answer. I met a little 
boy tcMlay riding oi> horseback; he 
possessed a ^ood intelligent counte- 
nance, and was decently clad. I was 
upon the point of giving him some 
tracts, but "do you read?^' said I? 
**No Sir, I han't got no laming;" 
** Does your father read?" No, Sir, he 
han't no laming;" ** But some of you 
read at home?" **No> Sir." Such 
things are indeed of every day occur- 
rence; apd where is the remedy? 

Feeble conlmunities are broken into 
feelbler parts, and these impeding each 
other; the destitute neglecting or refus- 
ing the very charity that would re- 
lieve them; because of the hand that 
bestows it, or hugging their stupid ig- 
norance. AH this is enough to make 
those weep who have looked on bet- 
ter scenes. But the grace of God 
can retipvate the whole, and who cah 
tell what his purposes may be towards 
these dreary wastes? 

Suitable (day-school) teachers ar^ 
wanted; in most instances they are mis- 
erably deficient; perhaps too indolent 
to submit to any other pursuit, and ill- 
qualified for thi% unless the moral Cha-. 
racter of a drunkard suits the public 
teacher. 



take 



8Ilr&VLA& COnCLITSIOK. 

«*Our ttachtrs -and scholars 

About thirty copies of the , a 

small Sunday-schoor paper published 

at '^ , price twenty-fiVe cents a 

year. Ofcottne^ you cannot expect 
us to patronise the American Sunday- 
School Teadiers* Magazine.** 

DUTY Or-MTNISTEBS. 

.JFVom a elergyrtian in* Mifflin Cot^niy, 

(Fa:) February 20, 18^0. 

It is. probable I should not have felt 

dispos<^d lo say any thing respecting 

the assistance and influence of clergy- 



men, had it not been proposed as 
a distinct question, and an answer re- 
quested. 

For several years, I have beheld 
with astonishment the conduct of mi- 
nisters, who not only afford no assis- 
tance to Sabbath-schools, but on the 
contrary throw all their influence into 
the opposite scale and • • !• 

I have often thought and said, that 
if ministers of the gospel (whose main 
business it should be to turn sinners 
to righteousness,) would read the 
publications of the American Sunday- 
School Union, and if they would at- 
tend one of their anniversary meet- 
ings, they must be convinced that the 
Sunday-school system is one of the 
most powerful engines to overturn the 
kingdom of Satan, and to elevate the 
moral chariicter of the nation anc^of the 
world. For as the main desi^ of Sab- 
bath-schools is to impart religious in- 
stmction, and inculcate the truths of 
the sacred volume, all who arc brought 
under their influence, must of course 
be taught to *< abhor that which is 
evil, and cleave to that which is good;" 
and if this was universally the case 
with the rising generation, what bene- 
fits would not result to society? 

GOXPABX PRlVlI.XeX8. 

Bioonungaburgb, Fayette co* Ohio, 
•We have a pastor for three fourths 
of his time for which we pay him three 
hundred dollars; we have been meet* 
ing in a log meeting-house for ten 
years. Last summer we succeeded in 
getting the walls of a brick building 
put up, 44 feet by 60, which^ when 
completed, will no doubt afford us a 
place to continue our Sabbath-sehool 
during the winter. 

' inSTBlfCTITE AirirUAL aSFOBT. 

The foUowinjg is one of the answers 
to the circuliu: of questions which we 
sent to all our auxiliaries in October 
last. , 

Halifa:il, (iV. C.) Peb. 18, 1830. 

Sir, — 1 now am about to inform you, 
after a^ long delay, that I ' think it 
unnecessary to answer the questions 
which you required in the pamphlet, 
as the school is entirely broken up; 
and I think there is not much reason 
to expect thai there will be another 
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eitabltahed in this neighbourhood. The 
people have become veiy much dis- 
gusted with Sunday-schools, on ac- 
count of this one bemg not conducted 
as it ought The superintendent is 
altogether to blame that the school 
did not answer .the expipctations of the 
people. Sir, you will much oblige roe 
by not sending any more of those 
monthly papers.* 

Yours with respect, 

MUKIVIS L. BXSKOP. 
TSMPSRAVCS. 

Canmmburgh, (Pa,) Feb. 22, 1830. 

Last Sabbath we formed a temper- 
ance society in the school. The con- 
stitu^on was immediately subscribed 
by nineteen teachers and officers of 
the school, and sixty-six scholars. 
Many of the scholars were considered 
too small to understand the nature of 
the obligation, and therefore were not 
admitted. 



PKOXFT UraUIBT. 

In order to secure the more regu- 
lar attendance of the scholars, we have 
sometimes sent out a committee of 
teachers,, immediately after the open- 
ing of the school, to collect the ab- 
sentees, or ascertain the causes of their 
absence. It has proved successful. 

[We should think teachers must 
abound,, or the absentees be near the 
school, in order to make this measure 
practicable. — Ed. Mag.] 

PELT or MurisrsBS Impobtakt. 
Dickin8on^(Pa.) Feb. SO, 1830. 
I have endeavoured to visit the 
schools, as often ad at all practicable; 
and indeed I know hot how Sunday' 
schools are. to be perpetuated at all in 
the country, unless visited, and en* 
couraged by the clergy. If the pas- 
tors generally were interested and 
tvould feel at home in the Sunday- 
schools, there would not be such a Ail- 
ing to pieces;of these institutions, Your 
agents may plant, but so soon as no- 
velty passes away, teachers will drop 
off, unless raimsters take them by the 

• Referring, we^presume, to a pam- 
phlet of four pages, which we give 
away. 



hand and both plaii and act. For 
my own part I consider the Sunday- 
school, .as the only means of operating 
upon many families. • • • 

t do hope our schools may be bet- 
ter conducted hereafter, and that they 
may nevef freeze up in wmter agaim 
We have heretofore laboured under 
difficulties, having cdd places, as well 
as inconvenient, for meeting. A new 
church will be opened for service thb 
week,^ and it 4s contemplated to make 
it the dentre of Sundav-sdiool opera-> 
tions. We may be.* able to form the 
body of our little cong^gation into 
one school on Dr. Alexander's plan. 

aUlTBAT-SCHOGlS A&AIirST XHTEKPBB- 

[One of our correspondents writes, 
that intemperance iamuch in the way 
of Sunday-schools. We are happy to 
be able to furnish him with an instance 
in which Sunday-schopls are in the 
way of intemperance.— £d. Mag.] 
Cincinnati, Feb. 16, 1830. 

A school was opened last fall direct- 
ly over a grocery, from which grocery 
the neighbourhood had long been in 
the habit of furnishing themselves, on 
the Sabbath, with ardent spirits. The 
first Sabbath of the school, the store 
was kept open as usual, but the 
keeper of it, hearing the sin^ng, 8tc, 
was induced to go ui> into the school, 
to see what these things meant He 
was evidently affected with what he 
witnessed, and on the next Sabbath, 
'the store was shut. The neighbours, 
however, came as usual, literally be- 
sieging the house for their accustomed 
Sunday drink. The storekeeper who 
had'taken his seat again in the Sunday 
school, uniformly sent down word to 
his customers, " I can sell no more li- 
quor on Sunday.'* — Here we think, is 
happily illustrated the effects df the 
Sunday-school system, in aiding the 
operations of kindred institutions for 
the promotion of temperance and the 
observance of the Sabbatli. 



Edgefield,{S, CaroUna,) Feb. 17,1830. 

A clergyman in this district (Rev. 

Mr. H ,) is doing much td enlight- 
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en the people on the Mibject of Sun- 
day-schools and general benevolence. 
He has established several schools; 
one of these contains nearly 100 scho- 
lars. A great revival^ which occurred 
in the congregation this yeas^ com- 
menced in £e Sunday school. Among 
the scholars, 40 were the subjects of 
renewing grace. It nitead from chil- 
dren to parents, and from the Sunday- 
school to the church, and the conm- 
p;ation. The litde leaven, which nad 
itB effect through the whole maas» 
was in this instance, Uie instruction of 
the Sunday-school imbued with tiie 
divine blessing. Mr. H. hopes to ex- 
tend schools more widely", and to per- 
fect the plans* upon which tiieyare 
conducted. In all this district, eqUal 
to 40 miles square, and containing a 
population of from 13,000 to 16,000 
whites, there may be ten Sundav- 
schools. At least 2,000 scholars ought 
to be assembled in their Sunday- 
schools, and certainly not more than 
400 or 500 are tau^t in them. The 
enlightened Christians feel their va- 
lue ; they will struggle to support 
them, and in the prog^ss of their 
operation, old opposers are convinced, 
and become warm advocates of Sun- 
day-schools; and teachers and friends 
are more zealous and decided. The 
Sunday-school cause commends itself 
to every candid mind, if there is op- 
portunity to witness schools, and thehr 
good influence upon children. 

DeeKne of $ehool8 ami its cauaei» 

The difficulties in the country are 
these: the population is scattered, the 
roads are bad, sometimes impassable; 
unless the parents are careful to send 
their children, they will come iiltegii- 
larly or late, or they will attend a 
few times, and drop off; but parents 
too generally feel little anxiety to at- 
tend to this duty. Veiy few suitable 
teachers can be found: those who are 
chosen from the necessity of the case, 
are themselves illiterate, uninformed, 
in sad need of being taught; they have 
a little zeal at first; it declines week 
after wee'k, .or comes to an abrupt 
end. Every thing that requires money, 
starts a prejudice among the people : 
the school is, therefore, poorly sup- 
plied with books; the means of infor- 
mation^ and improvement are want- 



ing: it (the school) is cramped inits use* 
fulness; it tfh dwindles, falls into 
disorder; nothmg more b necessary for 
the teadiers todraw^the condusion, 
that the school cannot be kept up; all 
their labours are in vsin; they abandoa 
it, and it is not. From that time the 
fate of the first Sunday-school is a 
standing argument in that place against 
every attempt to establisn a second* 
Disconnected with any society and 
without a library, it is almost impossible 
for schook in the eountry to stand. 

J7u Bible Soddy neeHi Sunday^tehoob. 

But I do think« that the motives for 
the great effort of the Bible Society 
come with equal force to the friemu 
of Sabbath-schools; the distributiqg 
agent places the Bible in the hands 
and before the eye; the Sunday-school 
teacher places it before the mmd, and 
conducts its truths to the heart If the 
Bible is essential, to understand its 
contents and feel them are likewise 
essential, otherwise the Bible itself is 
a blank, or rather a written sentence 
of condemnation to those who receive 
it. And what is the responsibility of 
those whogive the Bible, and neglect 
to teach, and enforce it? If the 
churches were under solemn obliga- 
tion to give the Bible to every family 
who wHl accept it, and that imme- 
diately, they ajrt under equally solemn 
obligation to plant Sabbath-schools in 
which fcvery faimly may receive in- 
struction, and that without one moment 
of unuecessaiy delay. 

TVhat Sundaysehoola are needed to do* 

To show what Sunday-schools have 
to do in some places — it is still a Sab- 
bath-day's occupation for some families 
to hunt in the woods, or follow tiie 
streams for fish; and 1 was told by an 
individual, that >prithin a very short 
period the children of reUgious fami- 
lies in a certain neighbourhood, were 
allowed to ramble about during the 
Sabbath-day, to amuse themselves on 
the hills,' and by the streams^ Airith 
playing, hunting, or fishing at their 
pleasure. These are fatal habits, which 
Sunday-schools will not fail to correct. 
They prevail, no doubt, in all new, or 
thin settlements, and can scarcely be 
eradicated, when they have once 
gained strength. ^ 
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1»SATR Of KB. OWBM. 

Me. Jonr Owxbt, a member of the 
Board of Managers of this institution^ 
one of the earliest and most devoted 
friends o^ Sunday-nhoohy and to many 
years a member and deacon of the 
Baptist Churchi has been called from 
the field of labour, and (as we trust) to 
the reward of a good and faithful ser- 
vant. 

It pleased Goir to afflict him with a 
very severe and protracted illness. 
For several months preceding his death 
he was unable to attend to any of the 
duties of a manager, but while he had 
health and strength to spend, it was 
unrenuttingly devoted to the interests 
of the society. As an evidence of this 
it may be stated, that of one hundred 
and twenty successive meetings of the 
Committee of Publication, of which he 
was a member, he was present at ont 
hundred and iMrteen. 

The funeral of 3^. Owen Was at- 
tended by the Board> and the Presi- 
dent and Treasurer were appointed a 
committee .to express to his family 
their sjonpathy, and the high, esteem 
in which they held his memory. 

We trust that a gracious God, who 
has removed our fiiithful brother from 
the field, will supply his place at the 
time, and in the manner most condu* 
cive to His own glory. 



TO RXADKaS AVU COULBSrOKDXirTS. 

IVe make no apology for iht unu- 
sual length of one or two articles in 
thb number. That of our correspon- 
dent in Baltimore will be read with 
interest, both for the matter and man- 
ner; as to our own, the importance of 
the subject would justify a still more 
protracted discussion. . 



We sbaflfiiidoceaflion to use **Iot<^i^ 
suggestions, though not perhaps pti^' 
cisely in their present form. 

*'An instructor" is informed that 
conmmnications will be received from 
any ** distance'' provided iheposUige i» 
paidf as in lus case. And We can as- 
sure him that the contributions of the 
** association" will be very acceptable; 
and so far as they commend themselves 
to the underatandings and consciences 
of Sunday-school teachers, they will 
appear in the Magazine. We are not 
prepared to say that Hie article just 
received mtt bear this test. 

We have a veiy interesting article 
in type, on a subject of deep interest 
to churches and Sunday-schools. 

A communication, explaining more 
fully, the plan of keeping and using a 
library, was received- too late for this 
number. 

Our promised article on the lesson 
system of 3llr. Gall is in type, but is 
necessarily postponed; a little aeoson- 
ing may be of service to it. 

We have not prepared any thing 
particularly for the monthly concert. 
Some circumstances lead us to doubt 
whether the articles we have publish- 
ed for this occasion are generally use- 
ful or acceptable. 

Our usual acknowledgment of mo« 
nies received will be found in the 
monthly paper fbr April, a copy of 
which will be sentt6 each contributor 
for the montli. For thb reason the 
reference from page 105 must explain 
itself. We trust contributions from 
Monthly Concerte will not always be 
so rare, as> to merit special notice. 
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THE CONNEXION BETWEEN THE INTERESTS OP SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS AND THE INTERESTS OF THE CHURCH. 



1\> tlie Editor of the Ameiicaii Sunday-School 
Magazine. 

The address in the February num- 
her of the Magazine, prepared for the 
Sunday-school monthly concert of 
prayer, 1 read with peculiar pleasure. 
I hope with advantage. I feel per- 
suaded that no conscientious and 
Christian teacher, can peruse the ad- 
tbeaa witl^ut a deeper impresmpn than 
ev^r of the impor^nce of this work, 
and the necessity of vital and ardent 
piety, and eminent spirituality in the 
performance of his weekly duties. 
How high are the pretensions, and 
bow solemn the professions of Sunday- 
school teachers! What a weight of re- 
sponsibility! The teacher that does 
not at times tremble while he looks at 
the work, the interests involved, the 
prospects of his pupils, the subjects 
of instruction, the approaching* and 
final: review of all his doings at the 
bar, of Giod arid in the light 9f eternity, 
can scarcely have learned the first les- 
.ton of preparation fot tlie duties he 
ha^ unoertaken. . • ; 

There is another subject connected 
inih tile duty of teachers and friends 
of Sunday-scooob, upon which I hope 
you will bestow some attention. I 
mean the relation of the eausi of Sun- 
day-nhooU to the proaperityqf religion 
gmeralfy, I renrd tital'piett as 
the veiy rooi of the tree of which Sun- 

VoL.viL— ir 



day-school, Bible, Tract, Missionary, 
and Education Societies are only 
branches. They arc bmnches indeed 
of glorious fruits, and stiU more glo- 
rious buds and blossoms; but only 
branches still, and the branches can- 
not flourish if the root is diseased and 
decayinjT. 



It is round by much careful obser- 
vatiQn, that the most devoted and 
spiritually minded members of our 
churches, are generally those who are 
most fi-iendly to the cause of Sun- 
day-schools, and indeed to all th« 
institutions of benevolence; and it it 
well known that these institutions afe 
patronised most efficiently, and pros- 
pered most signally, where true and 
experimental, and personal religion it- 
most flourishing. But if the most 
2ealous members of the church of 
Christ withdraw their efforts and ext 
an^ple, and prayers and zeal, the 
general cause must languish. Bar- 
renness will overspread the fields of 
Zlon. The city will be solitary that 
waa once full of people. The ark of 
God will be boi*ne by trembling hands 
and with tottering steps; and die evi- 
dences of spiritual declension will 
multiply and darken on. every side. 

It may be said that the interests of a 
particular form of benevolence are 
of sufficient importance to fill the 
hands and the hearts of those whs 
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engage in it. This rnxf be true, and. 
yet those exerdses and those obliga- 
tions which enlkrge the hearts and 
strengthen the hands of the disciples 
of Jesus, deserve primary attention, 
and cannot be disregarded, or even 
slighted, without impairing the ener- 
gies of Zion, and ultimately retarding 
and defeating the enterprises of be- 
nevolence. 

The more intelligent and observing 
patrons and conductors of Sunday- 
school and Bible operations, &c. 
are aware of the connexion which 
e^ts, and which must exist between 
them and the general cause of reli- 
gion. And they desire to promote 
that cause for its intrinsic and un- 
speakable importance to the world, 
as. well as for the sake of all those 
agencies and institutions by which it 
dispenses its blessings to mankind. 
But there may be some of less expe- 
rience and observation, and of less ex- 
tended views, who suppose there ex- 
ists merit enough in the particular 
object in which they are engaged, 
and energy enough in those concern- 
ed in carrying it forward, to secure 
its prosperity independently of the 
Church of Christ. To such, the apos- 
tle's admonition will be seasonable, 
and may be salutary. ** tKou bear- 
est not the root but the root thee.'* 
UAder such leaders and auspices, 
the cause of Sabbath-schools may 
g^ on. The zeal, and piety ,^ and 
. wealth already enlisted, may bear il 
onward. Schools may be multiplied. 
Facilities for instruction ihay be mul- 
tiplied. Talents and influence of a 
higher order may be devoted to the 
work — ^but ifrithout the fire which is to 
be fanned and fed upon the church's 
altars, the work can neverpro«pcr.Let 
it be separated from the spirit of hum- 
ble, Itelf-sacrificing devotedness ta 
the general cause of Zion, and the 
glory of" Zion's king[; and^let.it be 
pushed forward in a high mi^nded, self- 
seekiitg, independent, -and world- 
ly spirit, and the emphatic -expfes- 
siona' of God's approbati6n will be 
withheld. The leaves may be abun- 
dant, hut the iruits Of i%hteousnei$s 
will be few. The spirit of Xhe most ef- 
ficient and prominent actors in tlie 
cause, will be extended in a great de- 
gree, ti) thoscAvho fill luimbler stations. 



and perform subordinate parts, and 
may also be expected to affect the cha- 
racters of those who have been reared 
and taught under its influence^and thus 
the joyful anticipations of th^ church 
wiU be turned, to lamentations, and 
^tares will be found to fill the fields 
from which she has expected to reap 
her'future harvests ! 

It is not noerely the teachers that 
this subject invites to solemn consi- 
derati6n. It deserves and demands - 
the consideration of the active and the 
inactive friends of Hligion and of Sab- ^ 
bath-schools throughhtit if» country. 
A system is now in operation which is 
destined to influence greatly the cha- 
racter of the rising generations of Ame- 
rica. The qi^eistions which those' who 
are fixing the principles and directing 
the exercises of our Sabbath-schools 
are called upon to answer, are, 
whether the institutions of religion 
and the spiritual prosperity ^f the 
church are to be sustained by the 
generation which is to come next, 
and come soon, upon the stage? or. 
Whether they are to be regarded as of, 
at best, only secondary importance? 
Whether, the children and youth of 
our country 'shall be trained for the 
duties of life under a system in which 
the Church of Christ, as such, has re- 
fused or neglected to co-operate, and 
which she will be considered, as hav- 
ing practicaJly opposed? Whether 
their deepest impressions, their strong- 
est and fondest associations shall be 
•connected with the Church's care and 
guardianship, and the parental solici- 
tude with which she "has watched 
over them, and the hallowed influence 
which she has shed around them ; or. 
Whether they shall refer thdr earliest 
religious impressions, their attach- 
ment to the Bible ^nd the sabbath, to 
services and scenes in whi6h the 
Church and her official representatives 
did not participate? , ^ 

Such questions as these \nay seem 
to involve needless , Curiosit]!', ' or 
. groundless anxiety, or a' narrow and 
sectarian spirit, at variance with the 
simple, splendid and truly catholic 
enterprises oif Christian ^benevolence. 
But theVriter is^ not aware that either 
of the above causes has .led to these 
observations. He believes that he 
is irifluencfed by a sincere ' desire "to 
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3ee the Christian religion in its parity 
make its way, and multiply its trophies 
through the world, and to see the 
best and utmost prosperity attend- 
ing all who love- Our Lord Je^us 
Christ, under whatever names or 
forms they' may worship him in sin- 
cerity and truth; and to see the Suni 
day-school institutions acting as the 
nurseries of the church of God below, 
and the paradise of God- above;' to 
see all the operations- of Christian be- 
nevolence, -which we believe to be 
the legitimate offspring Af the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, in healthful and har- 
monious process': conducted in the 
very spirit of the gospel, and spread- 
ing the knowledge of the gospel, 
and thus promoting peace on earth 
and good will toward men. 

It is well known that when the 
doctrines of the Bible are left out of 
sight and neglected^ they become un- 
popular among the. nominal disciples 
of Christ, -and are finally rejected. 
And in the same way, if the reasons 
and the advantages of sl^ church organr- 
zaiionare concealed, it will goon be 
regarded as of little importance, and 
win. '"be ultimately set ^ aside. The 
more recent form's of Christian effort 
were not designed to supersede the 
division of Christians ^to different 
communions, nor the modes of wor- 
isbip which severally they have adopt- 
ed, nor the modes of instruction and 
'the ordinances of religion, which pod 
himself has established and blessed. 
But if it is seen that these institutions 
of benevolence derive' no advantage . 
from the various Christian Churches 
, and congregations, as such, it is quite 
natural to suppose, that the old -asso- 
ciations of Christians will come to be 
TCglu^ed as far less essential to the 
prpsjierity of the Redeemer's king"* 
dom in. the earth, than has been com- - 
riionly imagined. .The Churches of 
Christ have slumbered for ages over 
th6 miseries of JLhe Tvorld ; and now, 
while individuals are associating to 
relieve these miseries^ the Churches, 
'with here irid there an exct^ption, 
are slumbering still, and have never 
'b^-ought their collected eiiergy to 
bear upon the hallowed work, to 
make' it their oiVn, and to act as 
the medium by which the know- 
ledge of God and the Telijgidn of 



the Bible arc to be most successfiilly 
and extensively made known to men. 
Shall we^ sit down satisfied that the 
existing Churches of our country and 
of Christendom, are not organized to 
extend the empire of righteousness 
through the world, and that "the 
principalities and powers irt heavenly 
places," must look somewhere else 
than to « the church," to learn "the 
manifold wisdom of God ?" Shall her 
ministers . and 'officers and members 
f6ld their arms iii indolent self- 
complacency^ and leave others to do 
the work of God, and to fight his 
battles and feed his sheep? We may 
do this, but it will be at the expense 
of the prosperity of our beloved Zion; 
and in doing it we shaH dishonour 
God's own institutions ; and We shall 
leave other associations of believers to 
enjoy the tokens of God's pi«sence 
and approbation, which he will deny 
to his degenerate churches. 

We may .indeed have something 
eUe, and something still worse to fear. 
The general decline of piety may be 
expected as the certain consequence 
of sucli a state of things as I have 
been supposing, and which may differ 
less from a state of things wMch now 
exists in s6me sections of the country, 
than we are prepared to imagine. 

. Let the most pious and spiritual 
members of the church be with- 
drawn from the ordinary meetings 
and mterests and sympathies of the 
church, and both will suffer. The 
former by losing their interest in 
. those exercises, associat;ions knd ordi- 
nances, which God is wont to bless 
to the edification of believers. The 
latter by being deserted of hep 
'mciiBt efficient membei's, becomes fee- 
ble-handed, faint-heafted, and dis- 
couraged. The independetit efforts 
of both will be comparatively feeble, 
and "will often be to each other the 
most formidable iiflpediment to suc- 
cess. * Different systems of policy and 
of action, will leail to many other dif- 
ferences among the members of thje 
church, and radical and incurable 
disunion^ .may be the consequence. 
Then th^ spirit of God, whose symbol 
is a dbve, grieved and dishonoured, 
will Uke his flight. ,The glory will 
depart from Israel, and her crumb- 
ling altars and deserted tabernacles. 
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and lifeless servicev, will remain the 
monuments of her former prosperity 
and glory^ and her present degrada- 
tion! 

But let the Church engage in this 
form of heneyolence with afi the ta- 
lents, and influence she can command. 
Let her gather the lambs in her arms, 
and cherish^them on her bosom. Let 
her commit them to the instruction «f 
her most competent and pious teach- 
ers, and to the continual care, and 
guardianship of the Great Shephei^ 
of Israel. Let her regjarfl. their ap- 
propriate training among her most, 
important and urgent duties. Let h^r 
evince her, parental aflTection by re- 
specting her high parental trust. Let 
her make it apparent in all her servi- 
ces, her prayers, and the arrange- 
ments for the worship of the sanctua- 
ry — that their improvement and salva- 
tion are among the first subjects of her 
anxiety. Let her bring the whole 
warmth of her mwt ardent piety, the 
weight of her influence, the tender- 
ness of her zeal for God, and love for 
souls, in their most excited and efii- 
cient forms, to bear upon the system of 
their Sabbath -school operations. Let 
her own deep and deliberate convic- 
tion that they are by nature the chil- 
dren of wrath, and exposed every 
moment to endless misery, be im- 
pressed upoi> their hearts. Let her 
use all her institutions, and ^\ her so- • 
lemnitles, to urge upon their minds 
the duty of repentance towards, God, 
and faith on our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let her convince them that the object 
of all her endeavours is to bring them 
to a knowledge of their guilt and mi- 
s^27« and tq save them from the 
wrath to come, and .then the blessing 
of God may be expected. The Church 
will hdve no reason to complain that 
her ranks have been deserted by those 
best able to bekr the heat and burthen 
of the day ; and the friep'ds and con- 
ductors of Sabbatb-schooU wHl.ricjt 
be compelled to go alOne and single 
handed to the work, and to leave the 
Church behind. They will not be 
left to perform their task under those '' 
disadvantage^ which must greatly 
weaken, their hands and cramp their 
operations. And the subjects of Sab- 
bath-school instruction wil^ rise up 
under the Church's fostering care, and. 



it may.be expected that they will'M- 
member her kindnesses with filial 
affection i and they will sustain her 
institutions, which are associated with 
their purest earthly joys, and their 
highest immortal hopes. 

When the ministers, and merobers, 
and officers of the church feel such an 
interest, and take such an overnght, 
and afford such a co-operation as the 
cause of Sabbath-schools deserves an^ 
demands, they, will not only do much 
to p^mote vital, godliness in the 
Church, and thus g^ve a liew and vi- 
perous and salutary impulse to all the 
institutioi^s of benevolence — but they 
will effect much in the way of im« 
proving and perfecting the system of 
instruction, and of securing tiiose re- 
sults which the system promises, and 
.which its friei)ds and patrpns antici- 
pate. 

. The members of our churches 
and. ^congregations ou^t to know 
those ,to whom they intrust the in- 
struction of their children. The 
teachers in our $abbatb-schools are en- 
gaged in a work, and with very many 
facilities for performing it, w'hich 

, makes the children pecuUiarly suscep- 
tible of impressions either good or 
bad, and which will probab^ leave 

^ their traces on the mind for ever. 
There has doubtless been too little 
hnportapce attai^hed to. the duties, 
the qualifications, and the influence 
of the^instrudters of youth in genera], 
and of the teachers of Sabbath- 
schools in particular. It is a matter 
of * gratitude to God, that there has 
been, generally, so much of the spirit 
with the form of religion iuithe course 
of 'instruction, that the more irreli- 
gious. and immoral, have^ felt lijttle in-, 
clination to eng^jge in it. And per- 
haps the fact that the institution has 
so generally been managed and sus- 
tained by the k^own and acknow- 
ledged friends of-Zion, may have pre- 
vented ail anxiety pn the part qf Pa- 
rents and Churches, and may have 
given countenance to "the opinibp 
which has so Idng and so widely pre- 
vailed, Xhat th^ir co-operation and pa- 
rential guardianshipVere not irequir^. 
Under this impression they have ac- 
tually left fhe conductors of 6ab)>ath- 
s^bpols toga on alone, and often to 
encbjunter. the Apathy and inactivity 
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of the Church as the moft serious ob- 
stacles to their success, apd to appear 
to be bbouring in an enterprise which 
the Church i^mrded with indiffer- 
ence^ and perhaps with disapproba- 
tion, 

Eveiy truly pi6us and intelligent 
Sabbath-school teacher, will desire ifi 
act under the inspection, as well as 
with the en^ and corral approba- 
tion of the parents, whose .children he 
instructs, and of the ministei; in whose 
cong^gation he labours, and whose 
huoMe auxiliary he derires tooein 
Rathc»ng and feeding/ the lambs of the 
flock of Christ. So far from coni^i- 
dering such inspectfbnan interference, 
or such po-operation an in<tication of a 
want of confidence, those teachers 
who are dvery way best qualified for 
the work, will feel their hearts cheered 
and their hands greatly strengtltened 
by it It Will encourage, them in all 
their en4eavours to tea;ch ^eir chil- 
dren ««the fear of the Lord,** and it 
win stimulate them to greater diligence 
in qualifying themselves for th^ work, 
and will animate their supplications 
for the blessing of Go4 ttpoft their ef- 
forts, . ^ 

The wbrl; of training up the risihp^ 
generation In the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the. Lord, without jnterferinjg 
with patents] and individual 'obliga«' 
tion« or in any way dhninishitig the 
mighty sum of it, is iher dut^ of the 
CAtfrcA,/the whole Church' of dhrist; 
nor ea/li 'ahe/iransfer^htr solemn respon- 
mbiliUf to other 7iands';^io rugleet her 
duty and to leave her uaork toothers^ 
wiU be to betray htr trust, ihinh^r 
ranks^ cloud f^ glories^ dry up tfie 4 
Mtream ofjur richest mercies, and cqll 
down the displedsure of her insuUed 
Lord,. 



SALi>1rAair> nouBiv- KXPaassin* 
It is not < little- Singurar that t^e' 
(London) Sunday School Teachers* 
Magazine for Februarys reCeiyed nf- 
ter our JSpril number had, gone^ to 
presi^' contains a train of thought res^ 
pectmg the Sunday-school institution 
in Great Britain, very similar, ia its 
character io that which we' presented 
to our readers in thut number, in re- 



gard tQ ^ stine Stttject, here. Such 
lis the difference in the circumstances 
of the two ^blioationsy and perhaps 
too, in the j^ative condition of our 
schoolsy that more plainness of speech 
is pardonable in- us than 'might seem 
safe to our. foreign brethren. . We 
trust the suggestions fiom either 
source will be so Ikr considered, as to 
excite inquiry ^nd examination, and 
this will be doing the caus^ some ser- 
vice. 

- The correspondent of the^ London 
Joumfdsays— . ^ 

« I am exceedingly desirous of see- ' 
ing in your pa^i^ a fair and temperr 
ate discussion of the merits of the 
whQle^^ystem of instruction pursued 
ill our 8abbath-9choolsy and I doubt 
hot hut you will freely, afford room for 
such an Inquiry, supf>osing it to be 
condt^ed m a Christian spirit, and 
with a simple desire to ekcit truth. 
It is to>be hoped, that we have all 
se^n the folly of idolizing any insti- 
tution however powerful or efficient « 
and, on the other hand, are prepared 
to makiB 4ue allowance for the mahy 
defects whiph necessarily cling to^ 
every thing' human. Still I cannot 
.help fearing that the Sunday-school 
system of England has been with 
many an ^object of idolatry. It had 
such a simple and Christian ori^n, its 
progress was so rapid and irresistible, 
and, notwithstanding all its defects, 
its results hive been 90 blessed, that 
it can scarcely excite surprise^ that 
its friends should have been more 
willing, tolook with contplacency on 
its excellencies than to examine its 
errors. The character df its agency,., 
-^the yo!u^ of the ^hurcb, its rising 
strei^gth^ the "nature of their Ubours;. . 
, —purely voluntary, 'labours of ' love ^ 
theis general .consistency ^nd useful- 
ness: all these things have had a ten- 
dency to rast' ah air of . unkindness 
«bout any attempt to find fault with 
labours to disinterestedly performed. 
But who Mfill undertake, to say that it 
is therefore les^ dangerous to indulge 
in complacency, 6x le^ needful to 
I wat6h vvithalLeen but Christian eye 
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over those rising errors which con« 
tinually entwine themselves around 
every thing earthly? . ' - 

" The London Sunday School Uniop 
has long enjdyed ahrge shar&of public 
confidence. Ithias been the means of 
uniting tjie energies of scattered 
thousands; it has pound together va- 
rious denominations by the cords of 
love; it has given to- iheii\ all- .a com- 
mon object, while it has rendered to 
all common aid^ and from my heajl I 
wish it growing strength and increas- 

^ ing prosperity; but 1 do not think it 
has yet taken that high stand in the 
Christian world which belongs to such 
an institution. Its* committee will 

• pardon me if I say they ought Tong 
ago to have presented to their con- 
stituents a weU-digested plan for giv-> 
ing greater efficiency to. religious in- 
strtictiouy.. founds not on theoretical 
speculations, but .th& ^uit . of a tho- 
rough investif^ation into all the plans 
now adopted m various parts of Chris- 
tendom, viewed in reference, to their 
adaptation for our own times and pe- 
culiar clrcumstfinces.'^ 



Xi.|LT SCOTT AND HEB TXACH^R. 

. The beautiful engraving which we 
have had copied and prefixed tp .the 
present number of the'Maigazinef ap- 
pears as the frontispiece to an Eng- 
iish 18mo. of 72 pages, entitled 
"ifflry Scott; or the Legend of a 
Sabhath .School-^heing the ReminiS' 
cerieefi^ of an obscure ijsadier." ;The 
engraving itself is full of deep interest, 
and it speaks a language whicli a true 
Sunday-school Treacher can understand 
an4feel. ■.■ - ^ 

•T^^ poem,' which we believe, is 
strictly aiiarratiVe.of truths ' shows us 
■ the simple,' ' intelligent, lovely qhtld,, 
trained up under the blessed .influ-. 
cnce of religion iii a ^unday-school, . 
Her teacher remembered her in all 
the progress of he;r - Sabbath-school 
pupilage; a Ad was delighted to find 
her, on a particular bccaiSion, sitting 
in solitude and seclusion, reviewiii^ 



the scenei) and recalling' the instruc- 
tions of past Sabbaths, and dwelling 
on them 



-^till IB tier «ye there stood 



The trembling iear «MoTe and pratitude. 

So delightful and impressive was 
thp -incident, that she has succeeded 
in- giving, us. all but a living and breath- 
ing sketch .of it; and it is not among 
the least intefesting circumstances, 
that the design and engnnving ^ore 
'both from the teacher^ s hand.' 

Mabt's temperament was melan* 
choiic; and a; sw^eet, childish, yet sad 
abstraction^, is well indicated by ^e 
attitude and appearance whjch .arfe 
given tocher. 

There is .something touching in the 
story of her death. — She .Was sent to 
get water from a neighbouring brook; 
her unusual abtenice alarra<^ her fii- 
thch, whp Wfcnt in searph of her. 

^ The broken pitcher on the bank 'he found*- 
Short is the tale-*-his darling^.ehUd yna drowned; 
There stHl is seen a rude and shapeless stone, 
Wcnm by the iwater and with moss o*ergn)wn, 
Whic^ inarkt th^ place frote which his Maxy 

But hpv it 4iappen*d, none oould ever telL** 
' We- haVe given, in the following 
e]|;tract^ the most valuable portion of 
this little work. 



Dpwn in the bOkont of yon peaeefU Tale, ' 
"Where the meek ringdove tefb her erCDiaf 

tale; 
There, where yon willOws, bending, meet tlie 

pool, 
There, still b seen the huinble Village^chooL 
Blest be the place whelne fiiftt m)(. dawnbg 

- mind J , 

Begttn, in knowledge some delight to find— 
' ^or there, upon returning Sahbathrdx^ ^ 
The' cb^dren* caote to ftrynu^ tl^ Mskar*s 

* praise. - . 
Oft have I sfeen thein on the Sal^th mOm ; 
Ih happier years ,wkidr qpw are past and 

.gone; . 

Ahd oft my heart rejoiced, when I have seen 
.'G^up a^rigroop come tri^in^. b*er iht 

■^ gveen, , , 

with smiling hices and in simple dress, 
Plotnres of health and rqral .happiness. 
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Oft xa my hetrt Vre «skM fbr JMAvenly aid. 
And looking on thein— for their welftre 

pnjed: 
tar ivdl I knew my proffered help wu vain, 
Unless He blest it, who for inon wm slain ; 
As hewho seatiers o^cr ^yieUUn|r earth; . 
Thfrteeming eeed can aeier ^v^ it birth ; 
Tjbe son mast shiaiBy the heavenly xaih- ^ 

s6end, ' . - . 

While man in patience waits the certain end. 
Through yonder wood, one ere, returning late. 
What time iIm tnitle soothM her listening 

mate, •. 

I heard a soium^-^- ^ _ ■ 

So;fiuntl7 sweet dfe notes were borne ^long. 
They were l^f.kMt ^he diembUpg' l^ves 

among. 
Peace reigned' around ; and through my mind 

inftued* 
Its deep-ton'a feeing as I strayed and mos'd* 
Till kkving reached a(i open woodland plaitf. 
The Toi<^ i heard, before, burst forth agadn. 
*Twas not the lngfa^bird's soft eoinplaimng 

tone. 
But a sweet ^rl sat singing, all alone: 
The voice wa9 one t thought I ahnost^knew ; 
A«d-whea, in silehbe, near the place X drew,* 
I saw her sitting ]^y,the opep abor 
Of a lone hut, unmarkM by me before ( .'. 
0'erlook*d "by fir-trees and a lofky vine,* ' ' . - 
And girded by fidd-roses and wild thyi^ ; 
While every herb that stents thie pearly air. 
Grew Wildly sweet in rich abuiftlanoe these. • 
'Twas 'Mary 5cqt^1-In yeai's now- ^t and 

gone . 
She was my pupil bn the -Sabbath mom.. 
Now here she liv'd 8eeluded*$^-«nd supplied^ 
Her rodth^'s place, who jun.befbre had (Ued. 
Too meek the seein'd tq.siay, with .men belbw; 
Too Air, to strive fqr years, xrith earthly wqe : 
A lovely spirit fo< a season given; 
To bless the world and then return tq heav^^n. 
So have I seen, upon a su]nm«r*s day, * 
A little cloud melt, silently,. Away ij- " , • 
Far o*er the world in seas of heavenly huej 
Gilt bythe sun it sailed awhile in ..view, 
Uiitii at last it reach^an unknown lie^fat,' 
And, iriin^ling with the skies,' was loist to' mor- 
tal Sight. • 
Aforjf, the nyomenlBtliiitweve spent with thee, 
Are., of the past, dearest ^ till to me. 
They seem*d>) bear upon their little wings 
Burdens of .blessings fhran the King of kings ; 
Who sqpiled upbn its wh^n His face we soUght, 
I, in instructing— thou, in being taught. - ^ " 
Happy the nw».irbo ends his peaeeCtb days^- > 
No mark for en^y, bor Jhe fbol of praise ; . * • 
In blessing others jie himself is bfest ; '' ! * 
Zfe toib oA'wthybut kx^s fov eufl«^ie8t; •- 
Follows his Saviour, who on eiarth, iutent " • 
Ok doing j5ood, strew^' knowledge, where He 

^went, ^ " • : 

Go on, and.faint not.. Your reward \g sure— 
GmIV woi4 is firm; Hia pfonAaei seeuse^ ' 
The Pastar,.aQd the Sdrtmth Teacher too. 
When they the kbour of their k)ve review. 



Shall lay their hands npon their hearu and 

•»y» 

<^ 91est times were those which on the sacred 

*^ We spent for God ; and in the ear of youth 
« Whikper'd tbe words of^everbttdhg truth i — 
<* TniH^ which theyUlfeel when ages shall have 

fled; 
" And the arohangePs blast awakes tl^e dead ; 
** When he 'hafi stand ui|on the sea and shore, 
«And loud proclaim that -^time thail be na 

'. intre.* * 
Then ftom tli^ tomb these hiboarars shall 

To mec^ their Saviotir in the flaming skies ; 
And while thtey hear, m they his face behold, 
His angels praise Him with their harps of 

' gold ; ' 

Some blessed spirits with' the heavenly throng. 
Mingling their vcnces in the glorious song. 
Shall hail their Teachert and their guides ob 

earth, ^ 
Who eariy made them ftel a Saviooc's worth. 
While they^ enraptur!d to behold agiun. 
Those whom perhaps they thought were taught 

, in vain<- 
Shall hear with wtpki hew seane Ixile or word. 
By their young pupil nther read or heard, 
Proved the godd seed, which cast i^to the 

ground. 
Takes root wheteVr a kindiy soil -is fopnd.— 

There, still is seen a rude and- moss-grown 



By all'unnoUcM, ^d'y> roost unknown. 
>Tis near the fohool where 'Maiy first was 

taiight— . . • • 

T6 lead of Chi>ist,' whom not In vain she 

sought. 
It marks ttie silent paasion, Whete they laid 
All that can perish of ^e wood-land mud. 
I knbw the spot, and have myself oift gone 
:To^drc^ a tear ijliere, on a summer's tpom ; 
.The infant tree b€!Bidie*er grave hath gix)wn. 
And these few.'liQes .are graven oft tbe stone. 

PUlfiimi pau»e,whot^ert^^ar^ 
•. On MaryU- lonafly tfoib i 

Think of^thy 9oul—-nor hence 4^ar^ 
^ »r»/r^Aott communest ioith l^inc heart 
• *'' . .'JUp*n thyfuttire difom* ' ' 

She who ijo stoeetly fleepiin Vf^mv here, 
Beyond the ■grave had n« tad change to fear ; 
She vtirehipf nowarouMthe^terndl throne^ 
Jbtdkvaiif^vmefttune^her.own,; '. 
WoulOMt ^hfujtt ihat bletttwg and xo9rifdp 
.^ tliarey' .. . • . / . * \%t \ 

Seek flim xoJiorcigntHn Ughfand glory thAe,* ■ 

, Mary, fiiDewQU.! m Heaven thou reignest 

now, ^ ■ ^ , - ./ 

And a brig]it,crown adornft thy nvdiant brow ; 
Ten thousand tales of wonder, love, and joy. 
In yon blest'W^cId; thy blissful huors employ; 
While to -a golden.harp yon, sweetly sing. 
The untoJd glory of your hecvenly King. • 
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L*f BOV 8T8TXX OF TBAOmVO THS 

scEirri7US. 

1. TfieEnd and E99enee of Sabbath- 
sehoolThatking and IhmiS} BeHgiaus 
JiUfrueiwnr-4n tMcH ike preaent de- 

' feeU in eoinmunieaifttg reMgi6u$ 
knowkdige (o the young are invuti- 
foiedj . and the lewm eydem of tea^ 
tng the Scriptures is pUty deoehped. 
** I had rather speak fiiret wbrds with 
my i7irsBUTAminr»» Uvit.by my voice 
I might teach othien also^ tlnn ten 
thousand woi^ds in an: unknown 
ton^e." 1 Cor.'"xiy. 19. Second 
edition; greatly ejhfau^d { Edinbarrh 
— James Gall-rScottish Sabbatic- 
School Tract Depository i. 8vo. 1 pp. 
180. 

2. The FSnt eteo in Jleaehing CkU- 
dreilH to read aeeoraing to the keeon «y«- 
tem tfediteation: Fiub edition. 18mo. 
pp, 38. 

3. Ji Xisy to the tame. Bebond edi- 
tion. 18mo. pp. 330. ' . 

4. First InitiatorvCatiehi9fn>: unth 
an Introduction to !^rtMer— -for young 
Children. Forty-secpndedition. 32iBo. 

.pp.U. . 

^ 5. The Second Initiatory Cateeh^ 
oh the lesson system of teaching, in- 
tended as au easy introduction toMsrh- 
ing.the Shorter Oateeldsm, Fifly- 
fourth edition. 18mo. pp. 12. * 

6» The same works wUh Pfoofi f hy 
'whiA the doctrines are separate md, 
proved from Scripture, aad the ^ttond 
series of exercises in the. Key are easify 
accomplished by the pupils, 18mo. pp. 
36. ' . 

7. 4 ft^ to the Second, hutiatory 
Cakchhrd, with an intrdauefion ex- 

pUmatory of the lesson system qfieaeh- 
tng, and with dirediong for using the \ 
Key, Thirteenth edition — ^revised and 
-greatly enlai^ed. 12mo. ,pp. 2121 

8. The New^ Piroof Ckfteehim^. in 
fBoiieh the- Doctrines tmight in. the 
SSkorfer Catechism OrejK^atehf sUfded 
and proved from Saripiure, t8im0;pp^ 
38. . ^- ' ■ /'' 

'9. ji Key to ,the same, by the sawk 
author, 18mo. pp. 20'2. 

10. Tfie One Hundred wtdFifly Doc- 
trines taught' in the Iniiiaiory Cate- 
ehisnh proved from Seriptujre, intended 
to exercise and assist children inprov* 



ifig doctrines. Sigjhth edition. 12mo. 
pp. 12. 

1 1. Jin Easy Introduction to theBdp 
to the Gospels, exhibiting a praetieat 
illustration: of the Itsson system of com- 
mumpatina religious knowledge^ with 
an Appendix, containing an original 
HyuMi on each subject ^ each section. 
Second editioi). 12mo. pp. 150. 

13. A Bdp to the Goipels.' anUainm 
ing a SummfMorj^ Exercises, lUustra^ 
tions imdprqetteallessons^fHmihehis* 
tory and miracles contained in the four 
Gosjids, S.rided into fifty -foursections^ 
to carrespofhdwith the harmony tickets 
\^used infamtHes^fmd SabVatMchools, 
"Nintli e^tibn.' l8mo. pp. 2744 

.; According to aa- intimation in our 
March -number, we proceed to give 
some amount of the ^* Lesson Syetem 
qf -Thuihing.the Scriptures." That 
the. success bf.lt has been extraordi- 
nary, the. articles in fbrm^ numbers 
of^ this .MagA^ine sufficiently proye.* 
And the importance of it, at least in 
the authoifs inew, may well be in- 
ferred^ irom the long cktalpgue of his 
labours to introduce, explain and il- 
lustrate it, ^hich we havejust pre- 
sent^ to tlie reader. 

Some' of the general views of the 
author on. the subject of Chri^tiaa 
^ducatijtm, were published in the 
Marine before 6ur connexion with 
itf •.'tliey 'were extracted' fh)m^ the 
first of the above series of •wbrk^ <a;id 
are certainly Tery rational aitd iii||jpolr- 
tant, and give the author .m sttfpng 
claim to the attention of parents and 
Stinday-school teacfiers. 
* In Q^rde^ to give the* reader an in- 
telligent .'newbf the whole, plan of 
instruction^ we must resort to anil- 
lustratiye exercise. ,, 

• Vol. VL p. 3|5. VoL Vn. p. 81. 
f Dec. 1828, and Jan* and Feb. 
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Suppose the subject of the lesson 
to be the following: 

Blessed a be the xebcifuk, for 

THET SSALL OBTAIN MBBCT. Matt. V. 

7. 

I. The first step is what is called 

the « CATECHETICAL EXERCISE^ OR 

the words. Thiii is merely verbal, 
and is designed to show the relation 
of each important word to the rest of 
the sentence. In the above phrase, 
•* Catechetical exercUey" there would 
be two questions: 

Q, •'f What is catechetical?" 

A. ** The exercise." 

Q. " What is the exercise?" 

ji. ••Catechetical." 
The questions on the exercise would 
' be— 

Who are blessed .'' 

What are the merciful? 

What shall they obtain? 

What are the merciful said to be? 

Why are the merciful blessed? 

•• These and similar questions," 
says the author, " to which the child 
himself must find answers, have the 
effect of throwing him back upon his 
own mind, for the purpose of search- 
ing, contrasting, and combining the 
words he has repeated, in order to 
prepare the answer:" thus strength 
and energy are given to the mind, and 
the precise relations of the parts of 
the sentence to each other, are ascer- 
tained. 

The second step in the system as it 
is applied to CaiecMsms, is termed the 
*• KunEBicAL exercise:" It requires 
the child to distinguish the different 
things or persons mentioned. For ex- 
ample : — In the sentence given above, 
two things are asserted respecting the 
merciful. — 1. That they are blessed. 
3. That they shall obtain mercy. 

Vol. Vir._18 ' 



The specimens of this exercise in Mr. 
GaWs books and in hit treatise on the 
subject, are, to our minds, vciy un- 
satisfactory, and would inevitably tend 
to confuse and mislead the teacher 
and pupil. In the Key. to the Initia- 
tory Catechism, this sentence occurs : 
*' God made our first parents, Adam 
and Eve, holy and happy. **^ The nu- 
merical exercise asks-*<<How many 
things are here mentioned as having 
been done by Gt>d?" A. <'One. He 
made our first parents holy and hap- 
py." Now, we should have said, 
"three— 1. He made our first pa- 
rents; 2. He made them holy; and 
3, He made them happy," and a di- 
vision as minute as this would not be 
so fanciful as many of Mr. Gall's. 

Th^ tMrd step separates the doc- 
trines or truths of the passage, from 
each other, and from the sentence jn 
whichthey are found. For example: — . 
"I was made of dust by the great God^ 
who, in the beginning, for his ownghry, 
made dU things of nothing, and very 
good.*' "Here," says our author, 
"are five distinct doctrines or truths, 
which, the children should first be 
taught to separate, and then proceed 
to prove. The children, by a little 
training, will soon be able to separate 
these doctrines. Thus, "we are ^ all 
made of dust; we are all made by God| 
God in the beginning made all things; 
all things were made of nothing; (God 
made all things for his own glory;) 
and God made all things very good." 
If the child experiences difficulty &t 
first, lead him forward by simple ques- 
tions. ,For example: — **Teacher. How 
many distinct doctrines or truths, 
are contained in the words,' * I was 
made?'" "Scholar. One." "TTjocA^t. 
How many are contained in the words, 
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<I was made of dust?' *' "Scholar. 
Two. 1. 1 was made, (which needs no 
proof,) and 2, I was made of dust." 
** Tuuhtr» How many doctrines or 
trutbi^ are contained in the words, < i 
was nade of dust by the great God.^ " 
"Scholar. Three. 1. 1 was made; 2. 
I was made of dmt; and 3. 1 was made 
by God," &c. 

3. The Hoond step in the system, 
as applicable tp general use, and the 
fawrih in Mr. G's. plan, is termed the 
" BZPiJkSATOBT BXBBcisK." This con- 
sisls in the explanation of such terms 
as need it. It is found better that thb 
exercise should /»i!&>U7, and not precede 
the catechetical exercise. 

Whatdoes^mem/u/^'mean. l.To 
forgive mjuiies; and 2. To reHeve the 
distressed. 

1 . Illustrations of the first meaning, 
viz. to forgive injuries: — Vfh.cn David 
could have killed Saul he forgave him. 

Who forgave Saul when he might 
have killed him^ 

What could David have done to 
Saul? 

VnaXd^^ David ^o to Saul? ^ 

Whom did David forgive? 

Then what was David? Jlru. Mer- 
cifuL 

Christ prayed for the forgiveness of 
his enemies: — 

Who prayed for the forgiveness of 
his enemies? 

For what did Christ pray? &c. (As 
before.) 

2. Illustrations of the second mean-' 
ing, viz. to relieve distress: — Joseph 
relieved liis brethren in their distress. 

Who relieved his brethren? 

What did Joseph dp f ^c. 

The good Sdmariian relieved the 
man in distress. (Questions as be- 
fore.) 

Christ, by a miracle, relieved the 



people that were hungry. {Questions 
as before.) 

The same course would be pursued 
in seeking explanations of the W(«dsy 
" obtain" and " mercy." 

An important suggestion may hfi 
considered in this stage of our pro- 
gress, viz. the danger of taking too 
much for granted, and of thinking that 
because certain words and phrases are 
quite familiar to the teacher himself^ 
they are so tp the cAt/cf also. This is, in- 
deed, a .common error. The words, 
dtsaple, master, glorify, praise, honour, 
serve, imitate, reflect, meditaUt htng* 
dam, wiU, ortUnance, penaUy, law, 
statute, transgression, iniquity, re- 
pentancc, and ten thousand others of 
daily occurrence, and exceedingly 
ccMnmon- in Sunday-schools and reli- 
gious services, are utterly misappre- 
hended in their meaning ai>d applica- 
tioo, by a majority of children in Bun- 
day-schools, and of adults in Christian 
congregations. And besides, the chil- 
dren will never be harmed by giving 
explanations in their own language. 
For even if they are familiar with the 
meaning, as Mr. G. remarks, the ha- 
bit of defining or explaining, is an in- 
valuable one* 

The Jifth step in Mr. G's. plan is^ 

PROVING THK BOCTBINES, OR TRUTHS, 

which have been separated in the 
manner described under the ihird par'* 
ticular, from the Bible. For example, 
** I was made of dust," The first of 
the two truths in this sentence, (I was 
made, ) is self-evident. Proof of the 
sepond, (I was made of dust,) Gei\. iii. 
19. Dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou. return. Gen. xviii. 27. Be- 
hold now I have undertaken to speak 
unto the Lord, which am but dust and 
ashes, psalm ciii- 14. For he know- 
eth our frame; he- remembereth tliat 
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Vfe «re dust. And thus proceed to 
prove all Uie truths contained in the 
sentence, and separated as before di- 
i*ected. 

3. The DnAwme or lessoits, or, 
. "lessons from the doctrines," is the 
tturd general topic, and the tixth step 
in Mr. G.'s process. There is some- 
thing very unnatural and forced, how- 
ever, in his application of it, though 
the elcercise itself, is very proper and 
useful. The truth, that God promised 
eternal life to Mam and Eve, if they ' 
were obedient, and threatened them 
with death if they disobeyed, must be 
very much strained to teach us to ** be 
kind and condescending to our infe- 
riors and dependetits;" and yet thi? is 
one of Mr. G^'s inferred less'bns. 

His errors may, however, be avoid- 
ed. For example: What lesson do we 
learn from tjie exercise under consi- 
deration: — 

1. To show mercy, by forgiving in- 
juries. 

2. To show mercy, by relieving the 
distressed* 

3. That the merciful are blessed; 
or, as a very intelligent child would 
answer, without all this parade of di- 
vision, ** We learn that those who are 
merciful in forgiving injuries and re- 
lieving distresses, will obtain marcy.^' 

To determine wliether these an- 
swers are given understandingly, the 
child should be questioned on each Ia9- 
son separately, and should be required 
to show how the lesson is taught by 
the passage. 

4.. Next comes the "ipplicatiow op 
TMi I.BSS0N8,*' ' This is a 'most im- 
portant feature of the system. In this, 
however, Mr. G.'^s illustrations are un- 
happy, and do not fairly show thi6 
value of his scheme. It is much better 
exhibited in the exerciscf, which was 



selected by the society of the East 
London Sunday-School Union, for the 
purpose of testing its merits, and 
which we have transcribed for our 
illustration. 

1, If a person injures you, and you 
get him In your power, what should 
you do? Forgfive hirti. 

Where do you get that lesson from? 
From David,. who forgave SauL— |*rom 
the Lord, who forgave the unmerciful 
servant. (Qu.) — From Jesus Christ,who 
prayed for his enemies, " Father, for- 
gave them, for they know not what 
they do." 

• 2. If you know of a person in distress 
what should you dof Relieve him, if 
in my pow6r. 

From what do you learn that les- 
son? From the conduct of Joseph; tl^e 
good Samaritan; and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

3. If you do these kind actions 
what will they prove? That we are 
blessed. 

A variety of questions might be ask- 
ed on this part of the exercise, to ascer- 
tain the precise deg^e of ihtdligence 
with which the meaning and relation 
of terms is apprehended by the pupil. 

We have aaid, that this is a most im- 
poitant feature, of the system. It is a 
department- of instruction, which em- 
braces - more completely than any 
other, both the intellectual and religi- 
ous education of the children. It is 
here that the interesting question is 
settled, whether the truth taught is 
understood, fek, and applieds and it is 
here, if we mi^ake not, that the 
Sunday-sckool child is ordinarily left 
to himself;* or, if an applicatioh of 
truth is attempted, it is in such lan- 
guage, or in such a form, as to be 
worse than useless. But such a course 
of instruction as is here marked out, 
when discreetly and faithfully pur- 
sued, never has, and never can fail to 
succeed} and our author is not extra- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



140 



Lesson System of Teaching the Scriptures* 



May, 



vagant in his comitiendation of it, 

when he says, 

What may not be expected when a 
parish, a district, or even a family, are 
thus taught! If two or three vei-ses of 
Scripture, by one day's teaching be 
capable of supplying to a child's mind 
so many practical lessons for the di- 
rection of his faith and practice ;~if 
by a certain mode of revising these 
they shall be so permanently fixed on 
the memoiy, and so orderly aiTanged 
in the mind, as to be ready to ap- 
pear with their direction and advice 
on every suitable occasion; — what may 
hot ministers, or teachers, or parents, 
hope to see realized by three, six, or 
ten years similar tuition? Every step . 
■whiph is made in this manner is a sure 
one. Stf>p when k teacher will, what 
he has clone previously cannot be lost; 
and if he shall persevere, the value of 
the effects likely to be produced are 
incalculable. The minds of the chil- 
dren will be weekly adding to their 
stores of divine truth, and becoming 
more and more familiar with vai'ious 
facts and circumstances in the history 
of our Lord and his apostles; of the 
patriarchs and the. prophets, and the 
good and holy men in every age of the 
church. Th§ varied history of these 
individualsi and the diversified cir- 
cumstances in which they were cafled 
to act, seen throug-h this new practical 
medium, and associated in harmonious 
arrangement, will present, for almost 
eveiy occasion in life, a parallel or a 
contrast, an example or a warning. 
Each of these will, in its turn, lodge 
its respective lesson, new modelled 
and familiarized by being adapted to 
the personal, domestic, 6r local cip- 
cumstiances of the learner. Qne lesson 
wiU suggest a reason for thankfulness; 
and the heart unburdens itself accord- 
ingly: — another points out a neglect, 
a deficiency, an error in ourselves; 
and the soul pours out \X§ i^grets and 
confessions with humility jmd shame : — 
by another, the eyes are opened to the 
danger of our state, by another, to the 
boundless extent of our wants; and 
the whole soul, alive to its condition, 
breathes out its petitions and requests 
with groanings which cannot be utter- 
ed. Every lesson suggests a new 
want or a new pica, ri:U thus multi- 



plies the messages, and familiarizes 
the soul in seeking, with ease, desire, 
and pleasure, to walk in the way to 
the throne of grace. 

In this manner, the action, and re- 
action of the child's Scripture-teaching, 
and his daily duties and habits, will 
unceasingly tend to revive, to strength- 
en, and to perpetuate each other. 
Almost every circumstance indeed 
which could occur would find its 
counterpart, and every duty to which 
the child \yas called would find its 
source in the Bible. Iii this man- 
ner, the measuring and estimating of 
every thing by the standard of the 
word of ^God settles do^h to a habit; 
while the constant recurrence of this 
mode of Ihinking, will tend still more 
to rivet upon the mind, and render 
more and more familiar, those passageiS 
of holy writ formerly studied, with all 
their varied suggestions and practical 
lessOns. 

These early habits of observation and 
reflection, together with that growing 
strength apd energy of mind conse- 
quent upon its exercise^ will prepare 
a rich intellectual repast for the person 
in every stage of his future life. The 
Ihirst for improvement, though de- 
rived principally from Scripture as the 
fountain-head of U'uth, will not always . 
be confined to its sacred pages; — but, 
without forgetting or neglecting these, 
it will soon be induced to take a wider 
range in collecting from every souree^ 
all the acquirable elen^ents of moral 
and intellectual good. Ever^page of 
every author will be unlocked by this 
master-key of the mind; and the indi- 
vidual will be enabled to draw instruc 
tion and pleasure from what superficial 
minds can neither penetrate nor 
enjoy; and this mode of practical 
rea(!mg, will spon,. we have little 
i doubt, without trouble" or effort, be- 
i come both pleasant &i\d easy. Nay, 
i moix", even books themselves- will not 
be able to give suflficient scope to this 
bee-like propensity of searching for 
moral and intellectual sweets. The 
' transactions of ordinary life will soon 
be laid hold of and taxed for the same 
purpose. Every thing in nature, — 
, every dispensation in providence, — 
every occurrence in life, whether 
prbsperouB or adverse, — will be seized 
and examined; while the enlightened 
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and discriminating eye of this habitual 
searcher after truth, will be able to 
discern and extract all the hidden 
treasures which they contain, trace 
them to their source, mark their pre- 
sent effects and their future conse- 
quences, and thus store up all those 
practical lessons whicl> they are calcu- 
lated to teach. The wisdom and the 
goodness of the Almighty will now be 
discerned- in every thing; and it will 
be his daily delight to "seek them 
out," because he "tak^s pleasure in 
them." Every event will now bring 
into the soul stores of useful and pious 
reflections, wiiich will necessarily give 
rise to cori'esp'onding resolutions, 
anticipations, or hopes; and even 
those very circumstances in life, 
from which the worldly man can ex- 
tract nothing but poison and death, 
will, to the enlightened and sanctified 
mind of the Christian thu^i trained, 
yield in rich abundance the. delicious 
supplies of peace and joy. 

5. The turning of, the, tulgect into 
prayer; or, as Mr. G. terms it, << devo- 
tiorud exereUe from the ahswis," 
forms the ///A general and the eighth 
IMuticular division of tlie course, 
and a devotional exercise from the 
rsssoirs, as drawn out under article 
third, makes Mr. G's. ninth step. 

In this exercise it is dengned, that 
the child should.throw the sentiment 
of the lesson or subject, into a form of 
prayer. For example :— " May we 
show mercy by fqrg^ving injuries and 
by relieving the distressed. Fdrgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those 
that trespass against us; and so, by be- 
ing merciful, may we obtain mercy." 

We are persuaded that this part of 
the system can be adopted but to a 
very limited extent, and by yery few 
teachers, advantageously. It might 
ea^Iy be misiued, and this would be 
positively injurious. 

In the application of his system to a 
particular catechism, Mr. G. concludes 
bis series by another division. This 



is the tenth, and consists in a para- 
phrase of the answer or verse w^hich 
is repeated. In the paraphrase, the 
definitions or explanations are ineoT' 
porated with the answer. Thus — 

" Bleeaed are [they that forgive in- 
juries and relieve the distressed] for 
they shall obtain mercy.** 

Thus we have given a fair, and as 
it is believed, a complete specimen of 
this new system of teaching. The 
principle is new, however, only in the 
manner and extent of its application, 
and in the methodical division and ar- 
rangement of the subfeets to which it 
is applied. - 

There is. not a single object to be 
g:uned by the use of this method of 
teaching, which is to(^ distant and ele- 
vated for any Sunday-school teacher's 
aim and attainment For the whole 
system resolves itself into these umple 
principles. The child must under- 
stand 1. The use and connexion of 
words (by the catechetical exercises.) 
2. The meaning of words (by the ex- 
planatory exercise.) 3. The doc- 
trines and duties taught (by the draw- 
ing of. lessons;) and 4. The influ- 
ence which a knowledge of these doc- 
trines and duties should exert over us 
in all the relations and circumstan- 
ces of hfe, (by the application of the 
lessons.) Or, to simplify the mat- 
ter still more, it requires only that the 
child should understand the lesson and 
apply it to the heart'; and, in our ap- 
prehension, no teacher can be conai 
dered faithful or skUful, who loses 
sight of[ either of these principles in 
hi£( weekly labours. 

These being the peculiar features 
of this plan, its advantages are obvious 
—and the extent to which it may gene- 
rally be adopted in dur Sunday-schools 
is easily discerned. In the propel 
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and faithful executiort of it (setting 
aside the most objectionable, and, as 
it well happens, the least essential of 
its details) we shall find it radically 
moving- and bringing into exercise all 
the faculties of the mind in an even 
and Oirdeply manner. The understand- 
ing is opened and prepared to receive 
and lay hold of truth; and the subse- 
quent process of examination affords 
a safe test by which to determine 
.whether the truth is r«ally received 
and rightly understood. 

The words by w^hich ideas are ex- 
pressed, are separated, at first, from 
the ideas t^iemselves, and all become 
subjects of distinct examination. Every 
word is to be understood by itself—^ 
then the manner and effect of -the con- 
nexion of words; and finally, their 
foi-ce, virtue, and application, when 
the connexion is formed. Such teach- 
ing furnishes a child with religious 
knowledge for fhesiht use; and it 
should never be forgotten that the in- 
fluence of aN the essential truths of 
the Bible is needed; not less needed, 
nor less transforming in the little 
world which children inhabit, than 
smong those who are old enough to 
have put away childish things. Reli- 
gion, with all its commanding motives 
and high sanctions, is needed now, 
every hour, by all the children of 
our Sunday-schools. Anger, ambi- 
tion, avarice, pride, envy, strife, de- 
bate, jealousy, falsehood, and de- 
ceit, (Ustort the countenance, de- 
press the spirits, irritate the temper, ' 
interrupt the " pursuits, blast the en- 
joyments, and breslk the friendships 
of earliest childhood. And no one 
who has observed the daily intercourse 
of children in families or schools, can 
doubt that they need now all the 
sanctifying and purifying influence 



which religion, in its divinest form, can 
be expected to exert upon their in- 
tercourse in riper years. But th'is is a 
subject by itself and we must leave it. 

Mr, GaWs system, in its best parts, 
may be applied to any portion of 
Scripture; and, if ^nerally adopted 
by our teachers, would give a charao- 
ter and interest to our schools which 
they can never be expected to possess 
witli our present mode of proceeding. 
It will not do, however, for a teacher 
who is unable to follow out this plan 
in .every given case, to infer that the 
fkult is always with himself; for there 
are many passages and subjects to 
which it is altogether inapplicable. 

We shall now give the reader, in a 
very cohcise form, an idea of the cha- 
racter and object of the several works 
of which we have given a catalogue al 
the comniencement of our remarks. 
And the principal object of giving 
such a catalogue, as well as of this par^ 
ticular reference to each book, is, that 
the reader may form his own opinion 
of their size, design, and utility, in 
the difTfefent stages of instruction-. 

(1.) In the first work, the author, 
in a very plain and faithful manner, 
exhibits the evils and defects in the 
existing systems of religious educa- 
tion; and attempts to show the ade* 
(f uacy of his plan to remedy the evfls 
and supply the defects. -If the sub- 
stance of this treatise should not be 
published in a permanent form by the 
society, the most important of its sug- 
gestions will be given to our readers 
as opportunity offers. 

(2&3.) The "first step" gives 
us, in ten lines, the history of Noah 
and the flood; and in the remaining 
thirty sections, we have the rest of the 
Old Testament History, with two o^ 
three prominent questions on each 
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IMUsage. But upon the bei^ls of thi» un- 
pretending, wd fancy'-paper-covered 
littJe book, comes a volume of 330 
pages^ designed as a Key to its dimi- 
nutiye companion. This Key opens 
to us ten departments-^!. Old Teista- 
rnent History { 2. A General and Con- 
necting Bxercise; 3. Explanations and 
Illustrations; 4. Scripture References 
and Proofs; 5. First lessons to be 
drawn; 6. Application of first lessona; 
r. Devotional Exercise on first lessons; 
8. Second lessons to be drawn; 9. Ap- 
plication of second lessons^ and. 10. 
Devotional exf^cise upon second le»- 
sons. 

(4.) The first initiatory catechism 
has many good points about it. The 
teacher is left to form questions in 
each answer. And the author sup^ 
poses that young persons* ten. or 
twelve years old, may profitably use 
it, in instmctiqg children who are not 
yet old enough to read. It is divided 
into seven sections. 1. End and de- 
sign of all things; 2. Fall of Man; 

3. Inability of roan to help lumself; 

4. Plan of Salvation by phrist; 5. 
Terms of Salvation; 6. Means pf (arace; 
7. I^Ast Judgment 

The method of u^ing this catechism, 
says the author, is simple. ** If the 
child cannot read, it is made to repeat 
after the teacher the %nswer, which 
is perfect of itself -^Taking the first 
questiqn as an example, the child will 
say, ' God at first made all things oi 
nothing.^ He' may then be asked,. 
* Who made all things^' < When did 
God make all thing9^' ' Of what did 
God make all things?' <.What did 
God make?' 'When did he make 
them?' * What was made of nothing?* 
&c. varying the questions^ and repeat- 
ing ^em, till the child can answer 
tliem distinctly. The same should be 



done mth all the others in th^ or- 
der/ 

** The child should never be ^ow- 
ed to pass from a section, till it be 
well understood. When the whole 
has been .got perfectly, but not till 
then, they should pasA to the Second 
Initiatory Catechism." . 

To say nothing of the correctness or 
phraseology of it^ most oC our teachen 
would find spme labour necessary to 
form questions on the answer to '* Q« 
31. >Whai does ihd,8acramerU of the 
Lord's supper represent? A. Receiv- 
ing bread and .wine in the sacrament 
of tiie supper, repsesents the refiresh* 
meat <^our «•»!# by the sufFeraigs of 
JesiM Christ.*^ 

This little work C9ntain8, also^ a se- 
ries of questions on prayer, with exer- 
cises. We thii)k» neither the questions 
or exercises are simple enough, but 
still we know of nothing of the kind 
more simple. There ace spme simple 
principles connected with the duty, 
privilege, and form of . prater whidi 
children at an early age. can under- 
stand and apply; but when, i» in the 
catechism before us, very ytmng chil- 
dren are taught to confess their sin in 
the strong lang^ge which David and 
Paul used— to recognize the preeise 
design and efficacy of Christ's sufier* 
jng^ and deatb^ and houi his obedience 
makes the penitent believer righteous 
before God — ^and.to -ask for samhg 
faith, &c. &c. we are persuaded, that 
more knowledge of divine things is 
necessary, before they will be profited 
by the exercise. 

(5.). The Second Initiatory Qate- 
chism contains sunply questions and 
anjBwers. 

(6. ) This contains the questions and 
answers of the last, witli the addition 
of proofs— i. e. the doctrines taught 
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are separated by the pupil, and then 
proved by passaged from scripture. 

7. The Key, &c. contains the ten di- 
visions, sections, olc exercises on Mr. 
G.'s plan, acconling to the specimen 
given ' on i^ previous page — applied to 
the answers in the Catechism. 

(8 & 9.) The New Proof Catechism 
. and its Key are described in their 
titles. The Key has been lately pub- 
lished in this country, and will be es- 
teemed a valuable help to those who 
teach the compendium w:jth which it 
is connected. We give a single spe- 
cimen of its character. 

Q, 4. Wha is God? 

Ji, (rod is a Spirit^ infnUe^ eternai, 
and unekangeabiet in his being, una- 
dam, power, hoUne^s, Justice, good- 
ness, and truth. 

' EXERCISE. 
What Spirit U infinite, eternal, and un- 
changeable? In what is God infinite, eternal, 
and unchangeable? What U God in his be- 
ing? What is God in his wisdom? &c Sec. 
Sect. 1. Of Ood*9 Spirituat&y, Infinity, Eter- 
nity, and ImmvtabiUty. 

EXPLANATIO^JS. 

Spiiit, Thinking being, without, material sub- 
stance, or bodily paru. 

Injltute, Without bounds, or limits. ' 

Eternal, Who never had a beginning, and who 
shall nerer have an end. 

Unchangeable, Who nerer changes, "but re^ 
mains ^wsys the same. 

PARAPHRASE FORMED. 
Ood is t [thinking Being, without material 
substance^ or bodily parts;] [without bounds or 
limits;] [who never had a beginning, and who 
shall never have an end;] [who never changes, 
bur remains always t^e same,] in hit being, 

DOCTRINES SEPARATED AND PROV- 
ED. 

14. Ood i* a Spirit-John iv. 24. God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship .him must wor. 
ship him in spirit and in truth. 

15. Ood is injlnite <h hit being and perfec- 
tiont^r-Job xi» 7. Canst thou by searching find 
out God? canst thoa find out the Almighty 
Imto perfection. 

. 16. Ood i» eternal in hit Being andpesfec- 
tioru.—Ptal. xc 2. From everlasting to ever- 
lasting thou art God. 

17. Ood it unchangetAk in hit being and 
perfectiont.—Mal. iii. 6. I am the Lord, I 
change not. ' 



(10.) This is only a convenient 
manual, presenting by themselves the" 
doctrines taught and attempted to be 
proved by the Second Initiatory Cate- 
chism. 

(11.) The design of tiiis volume is 
to familiarize teachers with the mode 
of using the «• Help to tlie Gospek." 
Possessing the general features of the 
'^Help," it is less voluminous and com- 
plicated. The part of the verse in which 
each particular doctrine is supposed to 
be taught is given in the ^^Introduction* * 
—but not in the " He^." The ^vi- 
sion or separation of the verse into its 
component parts is done for him in 
the formei'^ but in the latter, the 
teacher or pupil mudt do it for him- 
self. The narrative is omitted in the 
** J^roduetion,'*'2nd a reference made 
to the passage by figures; the ex- 
ercises are less in length and number, 
than in the " jEfc/jp,-" and the appUcO' 
turn of the lessons which must be 
made by the teacher in the use of the 
*^Hdp,** are made by the author in 
the ^* Introduction.** 
^ (1^.) This work has been repub- 
lished within a few months by the 
jimerican SupdayrSchoot Union, But 
few teachers have yet availed them- 
selves of its assistance; and, indeed, 
the almost universal indifference with 
which teachers seem to regard bur 
publications, prepared solely for their 
benefit, increases our apprehension 
that they are unconscious of their need 
of help. 

We have thus finished a passing no- 
tice of^r. G<dPs productions, and they 
certainly go far to prove that ** of mak- 
ing many books there is no end." We 
have, however, taken much satisfac- 
tion in the examination of them, be- 
cause the principle which gives them 
all their peculiarity, is one which we 
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esteem as the grand, €8seniial princi- 
ple of religious education—" Undbb- 

■TllTDiae AXTD AXPLttS0 TElTiB." 

MRS. TUDBOn's MSM0IB8 FOR fiUKDATr' 
SCBDOLS. 

It is with great pleasure that we in- . 
form oilr readers,* that*the K«y. Jambs 
D. Kjtowlbs, authbrof the interestmgf 
and popular Memoir of Mrs. Anh H. ' 
JuBsox, is preparing ail edition of that* 
work for the American Sunday-School 
Vhion. We know of.no rfeligious bi- 
ography of modern times, which has 
excited a deeper interest among reli- 
giously disposed persons, of^evety age 
and denomination. /And we Shall- re-' 
joicie when our Sunday-school children 
can become familiar with such aii ex- 
ample of holy living and dying, as 
Mrs. Judson's Memoir presents* 

. REVIEW. 

TBB MOBikLS or PLiASyBS, 
Ulustrated by Storiai designed fbr Young Per- 

gontf. Bj a Lady. One vol. 12iAo. pp. 156. 

Carey, Lea & Carey. Philadelphia. 1829. 

An incidental circumstance of re- 
cent occurrence, has impressed upon 
us vety deeply the importance, of 
more attention loathe character of 
Sunday-School Libraries, We have 
been surprised at the number of 
books« not only of -questionable and 
objectionable cb|iracte^ but positively 
bad and corrupting, which have found 
their- way into libraries formed with 
facilities for selection and discrimina- 
tion, which. rery few schools enjoy. 
Such specimens of Jhdiscretion or 
oversigbtrlead as to fear that ^arce- 
]y any book would be excluded, from 
some libraries, unless its true cbara^ 
ter -should be written on th^ title 
page* or unless its size or pried should 
put it beyond reach. And .they have 
detemuned us to notice, as far and as 
fast as pfftcticable, every book which is- 
Vol. VII.— 19 



likely to fall into the hands of children 
and young persons^ and we are per* 
suaded that few.subjeoti can be mor* 
proper and important for our exami* 
nation. 

The work before us is *' detigned 
for'young pertomJ' This expression 
• first i^rested our attention^ as it Will 
the attention of a multitude, who 
might otherwise pass over it without 
a thought. It .^s *'bya Lady,'^ and 
this, of' itself, " givbs to stories for 
the 'young a peculiar attraction* it 
comes into -the leading world from a 
well-known and highly respectable 
press; and Its size and |Hice place it 
within the reach of Suriday-sdiools. A 
popular joqmal, in notidng its publica- 
tion, speaks of **. the deep and pure 
streams of. virtue and pteiff" which 
"gush forth" from it, "to cleanse th^ 
juvenile mindirom thelg;rotser impuri- 
ties of our nature, apd prepare the 
young for lives of usefulness here and 
happiiiess hereafter,"^-9nd "advisea 
the parents of youn^ families to procure 
it»»-ii-*» assuring them that it will have- 
a tendency to render their offspring 
as sweet as innocent, as innocent as 
gay, as gay ais happy. " What a won- 
der-working book it must be ! 

The journalist might have said^ 
".This little volume is written in a 
very interesting and lively manner* • 
An effort is made to illustrate and en- 
force in some form of amusement, im- 
portant moral truth; and there is so* 
mucK naUire and simplicity about it, 
that it wiU be read with' interest by 
those whose station in life hia made 
them familiar with the scenes and pur- 
suits whiah it represents. It must, 
however, be an unprofitable book to * 
the greAt mass^of juvenile readers, if 
it were only on account of its style and 
mknner^ and it lacks entirely that sub. 
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itaiitift]* improring^ eltrsdng^ cbarai^ 
teri which every book for young per- 
ipiify at ^e present day, ought to 
bear.'* And if he had said thi's^ and 
no more, one of our indu<ement»'to 
notiee the book ao particukrly^ w6uld 
have been wanting) and we mighty in- 
deed^ have- b^en disposed to eoiticid^ 
withhini« 

But what 18 the bookf In the fint 
of the six stories which form it, we 
are introduced to Sabina fVattaee fmd 
Jtnna MaUhmd- the former exceed- 
ingly sensible to every thing like ne- 
glect^ and equally' susceptible of af- 
front i and the latter ver/ easy and' 
careless in ail her ways. A mutual 
alienation follows 'a mutual misunder- 
standings but they are soon reconcile 
ed at a friend'^ house* whei^e they are 
brought together for thisexpress pur- 
pose^ and Where an amusement is in- 
trodueed^ by means of which Sabina 
IS eothpeiled/ either to kbandon the 
gamcj or give Jkna a kiss^ A kiss is 
givei^ and received as a token* of re<^ 
conciliation^ and the moral is^ |hat 
since we caiinmbe uto'/Adu^ faults, we 
must love each other wHk them. 

•In the second stot^^ an attempt is 
fflad^ to show children the origin and 
folly of national pr^*tuUce$, The 
amusement introduced presents a. 
scene o^ mock-pageantry rarely* sur- 
passed* Crowns and sceptres, caps 
and feathers^ professions and marches^ 
ktieefing and rising^ together with 
earls and countesses^ pages and maids 
of honour^ give ivondciful interest to 
the occasion. The bhiMtenare made 
fatx^ar with thci forms and fashions of 
royal Hfe^ and the amusement* eloses 
with an imiteaion courtoball! where 
the excitement of the y6Uthful com* 
^any waft such as to raise the hiraoiir 
that **flnfeft/«pir//«*'hikd been intro* 



dutiedi and that the whole court Were 
^* inioaneatecL" 9till the evening con-^ 
eluded without oife dissatisfied heaH) 
and the deugn of all this employment 
of its precious hours^ waste show that 
little Clara StanhapCi though an Bug-' 
lish girl^ was not so proud and narrow-' 
minded as Edward Harrison had sup-* 
posed^ 

. The third stor^ is designed to'illus' - 
ttate the ifaiainiy of a reward ibr dii* 
li^nt persevetance, and the little 
enjoyment whic^ success confers^ 
: without a cpntciousness that it is de-> 
servedw It, . represents Mra, tkxjira* 
M^s school in competition for a prize* 
Bdnciei Langdon- was successfuli 
though without merits and Louisa 
Watden§ -. whos6 industry deserved 
success, fidled. for X want at self-posses' 
sioni This state of things was known 
to the school^ yet Mri, 'Murston^ took 
pleasure inthis uijust aw%rd-^he ^Is ' 
were satisfied^ Louisa was disappoint' 
ed, and Harriet was pleased* To set 
matters righti however^ an amusement 
is* proposed, on a subsequent eveningi 
in the course of which, Htartiet yielded 
the prize to Louisa^ and was greatly 
commendt^d. 

In ^e . shav^l donee, as the fourth 
story is enfitled) Ullen Campbell is 
displayed* She was quite anxious to 
relieve the distresses of .poor Aunt 
Becky, Her fi^er would not furnish 
£/2m, With' the means of benevoleneei 
but prevails upon her to dance on a 
particular Occasion^ and promises her 
ten dollarr as a t%war&. His motive 
is) as the author tells uS) io have his 
daughter excel Mi\ JSftdnley*9 m danc« 
ing) as he \va$ striving himself to ex* 
. bel JfA Stanley in CoaChes» furniture^ 
and erttertahimentd. Bo Elicn danced. 
The tern)s,^avdto) ^hantrnaae^ and pas 
aeulf. are probably understood iVhere 
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ihey are Hsedt b«t ^hcy Jiav.e nothing 
to do with *<the deep and puce 
«tr^ms of virtue anij pietyj" nor with 
<*< usefi^ne^s here or happiness here- 
^er.'' The dance is described as a 
49cene of perfect enchaptQient. ..'J^lkn 
pleases her ^the'r; is paidj and spends 
ithe money for Aunt Becky's jcomfort. 

The two remtdning stories have so 
little poi^t or tharacter, as to leav6 u^ 
in doubt, what ^'vHioral tnUl^'' if any, 
ithey are desi^ied ** ^ iUi|stmtek/'. 

TI^us we have- spr^ .)?efore th^ 
•reader ia, sketch of the contents* of this 
/attractive volume;. and we^Xeave him . 
to jud^e^ whether it is not an abuse of 
^ng^a^ ^d of public confidence, to- 
isay of «uch a 'book,, that it has .any 
thing' ofpiett/f, or any tendency to pre- 
pare the young for ijse^hess i'ri time«' 
^happ^ess in eternit^^ 2^q i^telli- 
igent man, of any Christiin' denomiA 
nation, can so speak concerning it 
Without wrong, ' ThettrUtli la, it Is to- 
Mly wanting in religioutf .character^ 
jand it .gives jcountenance and credit 
to feeling^ pursuits, ajid' pnnciples, 
altogether ,at variance with* evangeli- 
i^l reiligion or sound morality. 

•* There has been a terrible :CQin«-. 
Amotion in t)ie nursery — Edwcard and 
JElizalteth ' h^th N^^inting the j^me 
book;— and I promised £dwardf if he 
AMTOuld give it up^ I w<^ld bring him 
-one far.pr^i^^.** p. iJL ^ 

S^ch a coiinpromise as this would 
liardly escapa .the censure of .a faiths 
^1, religious mother. Mrs, Mai&a^ 
Jiad better read' ** Letters on Christian 
JSducatianJ'*^ Sh«fe would be delighted- 
with the style in which they are writ- 
ten;* and the views of .the subject 
there presented, cannot, fail to ^jom? 
mend, theinselves to every reflecting 
mind. 

'* Amemcan- Tract Society's Publi- 
cation, 'No. i9r. 



{ffetrriet Langdon was a member, of 
Mra^ . Tkur^an'9 school wjben she was 
thiiteen years old* Her parent^ had 
entrusted Mrs. T. with her a^owance 
of money, whifch Marriet almost inva- 
riably exhausted within the time; and 
Mra. T., on one occasion, '' r/ssolutdy 
refused to anticipate the supply." 

Though disappointed oi>otto^ oe* 
casions, Uairiet ventur^sd one. morn- 
ing to repeat the ^.equest 

"I, am., surppsed, Ha^liet,** said 
M rsL Thiii^ton, . « that you should 
.again apply to me • on . this, subject 
You know me w;ell enough to be con- 
vinced that I wijl not yield U> impor- 
tunity what I have witbt^eld from prin- 
ciple."- 

•^ i know that weH, dear Madam,*' 
said HaiTJ^t^ " but. indeed, indeed* I 
will not ask it again." * ' 

*< The best way to prev«i^ tliat, is 
not to grant it now/* 

Af^r a moment ^df sibi^c^ Ilarriet 
continued, in a hesitating tone; •*! 
would not aslcit, if it were for myself." 

** Ahl that w^li not do— generosity 
la rio excuse for extravagance, or irre- 
gular expenditure.'^ 

*• Bat this is ia very different thing 
from what yoii think, Mrs. Thurston." 

" Well, then," replied she, in a re- 
lenting voice, ^ tell, mei, and let me 
judge of. its propriety.** 
• Harriet again paused- 

<<1 don't think t can tell you. Ma- 
dam." 

M Then I .certainly Shall not grant 
^our rfe<^e^^— ^nd?ed i have done 
wrong to hdd afy parley about it-r- 
go, xiow^.to youB" studies." 

Still Harriet loitered— then, as if 
summoning all ner resolution, -she 
sai^,* *^'MvS' Ti^urston, if you will 
grant me this favour, I assure yOu on 
my wpid, that when I fe^ you the ob- 
je^ct" ibr which I want r^ and thit' I 
hbpe to do,* you >viU approve it. I 
Ijave never deceived yoi^ l^ve 1?" 

Mr^ Thurston reflected that it was 
Jb^ettef to repose too much^ than too 
little confidejreel 

' ••.There, Hamef," said she, "is 
your money — I cannot reject the 
pledge you have offered." . 

What shall we say to such a scene 
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as this, in a place, too, tvhere of all 
others, the hand of discipline should 
be ftm) and steady. . 

Elkn Campbell danced to gratify, 
her father's vanity and get ten dollars 
-for charitable purposes. But was 
there no way to obtain the means. of 
t doing g^od, biit by gratifying a father^s 
fnean pride? and was it necessary, in 
order to 3how the success of the e^-* 
pedient, to« spread befor^' the minds 
6f "young persons," fbr whom thd 
book was «* designed,*' all the bewil- 
dering enchantments of a balf-robm? 
Is there no JA'ay to 'a school of morals, 
but through the very heart of ^vanity- 
fair? And" must tlie* traveller, in pur- 
suit of good,' gaze upon so much of 
fabe pleasure,, in order to catch only . 
a glimpse of the true} 

** Although Grace wsiSjust dead to 
find out What they could b^ about, 
•he obtained no.clue, &c." p. 145. 



** Columbia ! » ". ■ 

Kingdoms aAd Empivcs, siiiae thy birth, 
Ko longer sway the subject e'aith ; - 
Truths of thy teaching break their chairts, ^ 
And jRetuon only holds, tite reinjs.!' p. 148. 

" You see I am not blown up after- 
all," said one b'f the boys wh6 bad 
been preparing sky-rockets. •< For 
which," said his mother, "you are 
probably, more indebted to chance than , 
to skiU." p. 156. ^ . ' 

But enough of .the ." Morals of 
Tleasure." There is. a clas^ of riead* 
era into whose hands .this btxJte will 
more generally fafi, who will n^v£r hear 
df iis nor of our objections, and.wiio 
would 4>robabIy thiiik us quite illibe- 
ral, and our objeciions -quite unfouml- 
ed if they should; we hope, hotveverj 
the influence of Sunday-schools will 
Bot always be urtfelt, even by tbem; 
and, while we wish tbia influence to 
become co-extensive with our juyfe- 
n]le~ population, we feM anxious that 



its purity should be preserved, and its 
power increased.. 

To this dnd SundUysehhol instruc' 
tion and Sunday-mhool ve^ng should 
be alike careililly guarded; and not a 
volume should-V^ suffered to find its 
way into vir Sunday-school library, 
which has not a known, establislied, 
and unei^ceptionable character. No 
apology can be'pffered for a violation 
of .tliis p^nciple; nor can the conse- 
quences b[e estimated which a. depar- 
ture ftom it inay involve. 

T^e isame reasons which would icH 
duce us to be thus exclusive in the 
selection and supply x)f a Stmday- 
school library, would induce Ite to ex- 
clude, the " M0BA1.S OP pLXAStrKB** 
from every , family, and especially 
from ybiihgTamiliijes, who are so warm» 
ly exhorted to procure it^— for.it is not 
a profitable book — to most children 
it would be uninteresting; it is desti- 
tute of religious character; and gives 
currency to erroneous "wews, and 
countenance to vaiq,. n.nd^ therefore, 
dangerous.amusements. 



Foil THE SUNDAT-SCHOOL MORTHX.T COIT- 
\^- CERT, icAT 10. ' 

[fiommunUatcd hy. a Simday-ichool Teacher 
6/ Buffalo, N". F.] ■ 

The leading'object of all the instruc- 
tion given to $abbath-school children 
should be the conversion . of their 
souls. And, with those whQ engage 
in this'Woi*k, so far as their instpu-. 
mentality extehds*, this should be made 
ar preaerit, and not a future object. 
Were nothing more to be expecf<id 
frffm Sabbath-school efforts,", tli an the 
influence which maybe exerted upon 
the subsequent' lives of th« childjpen, 
this ^lofte. wiould be sufficient to justi- 
fy all that isnow done to promote this 
cause.' Rut if thfe' feelings of Chris- 
tians were truly isilive to the propriety, 
importance, ;ind necessity of an im- 
mediate attention to the eternal inter- 
ests of the rising generation, their ex- 
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aertions voald be iilicresiBed a hundred 
fold. , - 

Besides the motives presented to 
all, there are many others of much 
vr&ghtf to be Urged, up on the young. 
Childreiiy^as well. as adults, are sin- 
ners, and both i^e alike exp'osed to 
death, and the retributio*is of the 
world to come. But the former-have 
nol, like the latter, became hardened 
in. sin; their minds a^fe more suscepti- 
ble of serious impressions, and theit* 
cofiflict with sin will he less violent 
jmd haz:ardous,-as tlie evil propensities 
of the carnal heart have acquitted less 
strength. . And as an encouragement, 
God has manifested in his woi-d a pe- 
culiar delight in early piety, adding a 
ffiiecioZ promise to the young — *f Tlj'ey 
tliat seek me early 'shall 'find me." 
But aside from all these -considerations, 
should notthe fact'that these children 
are spending the time for which they 
are indebtecl to the forbearipg good- 
ness, and long'SiiflTering of God, m re* 
sistiQg his authority, and'rejectiiig tha 
Son of his Ipve, tduch. the ten^erest- 
cords of the Christian's heart? " And 
do those wh6. ** prefer Jerusalem alone 
abovetheir chief joy,*' feel no anxious 
solicitude fot- the future, prospects of 
Zion? And where shall we look but 
to our Sabbath-schools to supply the 
numerous and every day extending 
wants of the church ? )Vhere shall we 
tul'n pur e^es for labourer* in the vast 
field already white for: ^^^ harvest? 
And when we behold the "tide of in- 
fidellt;yr and irreligion thaffis setting in 
upon our land, haw gloomy. w6uld be 
the prospect' before liaf,' had Provi- 
dence provided -rip. means* of'bringing 
the jnsJng gene^tion more thoroughly- 
under the Influence .of the gospel? 
But, every, .'person who has been' 
brought to a saving knowledge of the 
truth, after having" passed' the seasoh 
of preparation for ftiturelife, mustfeel* 
inten$ely how much, h A has lost, not" 
only to himself, but to this, cause' of 
Christi by spending this interesting 
period of life in the service of the ene-. 
my of. all righteousness. 'Such per- 
sons are not prepared to enter' lipoo 
the field of active laboar;and if they do - 
S9, it is late in life, and under many em* ■ 
barrassments. To Sabbath-sphoolcori- 
yersions then we must look for fyture' 
labourers in the vineyard of ourXord.- 



WUh these objects before us, how 
can we suffieientfy estimate th$, impor- 
tance of ourstktion, and the fearfulness 
of Our responsibility? Do we properly 
feel our own insuffioiejicy, and our 
need of divine aid and directidn? Pray- 
er is said to be the key of Heaven; and 
prayer must be the secret spring that 
moves forward our whole system of 
Sabbath-sdiool ins^riictioiV'or all our 
Ubotii^ will avail nothing. Without 
thp influences jof the Holy Spirit, all 
our instructions will be worse than 
m vain. But God has declared that he 
is mpre ready to^ give his Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him^ than earthly pa- 
rents are to give good gifts to their 
children. ' . 'Jf - then-, our* labours are 
unblessed, it is our* own fault and our- 
guiltf for with this promise before us, 
can we doubt that our want of success 
is to be attributed to a want of.prayer? 
If Sabbath'school teachers all realize, 
-within " op^ view," the blessedness 
of thrs promise; the Monthly Concert 
of teachers would hot be deserted as 
it now is, .by so large a jsropottion of 
them; nor would they be content to 
iheei once a month fop this. object: 
no week would pass without ^finding 
them unitedly at tbe throne of grace, 
seeking the spirit of God to re^t upo^r^ 
their labours. Where is there an ob- 
ject iriore likely to excite a spirit of 
fervent prayer in the hearty which 
glows with .the Ipve of God, and/ love 
for the souls of men, than that which 
embraces the while rising generation? 
Which seeks out, froni all ranks of so- 
ciety, the young mind, jand the tender 
h^art, before they have become con- 
taminated with the maxim's and ex- 
amples of an ungodly World, or hard- 
ened .in sin, and brings them witl^in 
the influonc^ of religioui^ instruction- 
and religious influence ? , And where 
is there an object better 'calculated to 
call forth'ull the devout aspirations- of ' 
tlie^ sou(, and enkindle- all the kipd 
emotions of ihe heart? It is to be fear- 
ed also, that,n)any teachers enter up- 
oii their, duties without proper prepa-* 
ration. \Na person can be a faithful 
and prpfitable Sabbath-school teacher, 
without maintaining an habitual near- 
neas to God, iind often presenting his 
charge in the arms of faith, before 
tlie throne of Grace, in his closet. How 
can a perspa whose heart is cold, feej 
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for the souls of his pupils, or be pr^- 
pered to press home the truth upon 
their consciences, in that^elose, person- 
al manner Which is calculated to make 
them feel their lost condition, and the 
necessity of immediate repentance 
and submission to the terms of the 
gospel? . ' 

A teacher should' coipe to \\is class 
directly -from- his closet, serious, hea- 
yenly-minded, and deeply imprested 
with the worth of souls; and qne who 
does not thus is of little servide. Much 
time is unprofitkbly spent in specula-' 
live inquiry, without 8uita\>le pecsonal 
application of the truths and the chil- 
dren are often allowed to retire with 
the impression, thsit there* is no very 
great necessity -of an immediate at- 
tention to the concerns of their souls.. 
Our study of the Sacred Scriptures 
cannot be too critical, if propeHy ac» 
companied with pnictical reinarks, 
but when knowledge instead of pietif 
is made the, leading object,. the exer- 
cises are lean and unprofitable. So 
long'as oi^ pupils are enemies of God,, 
jind children oi disobedience, our great 
theme sh6uld be immediate repef)- 
tence and submission to God; and this 
duty, and the.awful guilt, and danger 
of delay, should be pressed upon their 
consciences in a plain, simple, pointed, 
and personal manner. ' • 

And now# fellow teachers, let me 
earnestly entreat you to summon i^llthe 
energies of your -souls to this subject, 
and fliow greater dilige'noe, and m«re 
spiritual life and activity. ^ Why does 
the chill of death so generally pjervade 
our Sabbath-schools, that only here 
and there, one is visited with the 
quickening influences of the- Holy 
Spirit ? Is it Tjot evidently cliargeable 
to your. iHifaithfulness? Arfe yOU not 
unfaithful in your Closets, unfafthfiil 
in your attei;idance upon the MpAthly 
Concert of prayer, and u-nfaithful in 
the preparation for, as' well as in the 
performance* of, the duties assigned 
you? There is great guilt in thisthing; 
unbelief, slot)), wqrldly-mindednes^j, 
pride, self-dependence, unwillingness- 
to bear the cross, or to contend for 
the prize;' improper feellings towards 
^ach other, one or ^yt these causes may 
prevent a blessingx Come then, bow 
before the Lord, pour out your souls 
in his presence, and with ail the ear- 



nestness which the' heart can feel* 
adopt the language of the P^lmist-^ 

SBARCAl KX, O iJOUDf JLVn KKOW MT 
■XAaT! TRY US AHD KFOW Uj 
tROirOBTS, Aim qXB It THSRX IS' AKT 
.WIQKSB WAT IS MS, ARD LfiAR XR Ilf 
¥rR WAt XVRRLASTHfO, 



Tolr the Americao 'Sundaf-School Magazine* 
Mr, Editor? 

Iri your Magazine fbr March, I nOr 
6ced a plan ft?r conducting a Sabbaths 
school Library, communicated doubt* 
less for the benefit of others.- With 
the same object I would suggest to 
you the plan adopted in this place in 
iielation to our Library. 

'We hav^ a catalogue' of the books, 
arranged in v-^umerical order, and the 
books . are numbered to correspond 
with the catalogue. A few words are 
written on the first blank leaf of al} 
the.Softks, to show that they belong 
to our fibrary, and to show how long 
they may be retained by .the person* 
who -read them; which last depends 
on the size of the book. 

The members of the Bible Chss, 
and the Te^he"rs and Scholars of all 
the Sabbath-schools in town, ate al- 
lowed the gratuitous use of th'e libraryj 
any other person who will pky 12 J 
cents .artnually in advance, n^a^ also 
use them. For detailing a book be- 
yond the flme marked in it, a small 
fine is t^ie^, whicfi must be pvd bfcr 
fore another book is loaned; 

As we suppose we.havfe no right tq 
perform ai^y.'sfeoiiiar labour on the 
Sabbr^th, which can be performed on 
another day, we dO 'not deliver dujr 
booksk to the' scholars on. that day. 
Once a week, on a week day, usually 
at an appointed hpur„ the children 
take out or exchange books; "each 
scholar is allowed to- make J)is own 
selection, except that it is recommends 
ed to the smaller children to take the 
smaller hooka. The books* are rejgu- 
larly debitfedtoeach scholar whfen .de- 
livered, and cre4rted when returned 
in the foHbwing manner. 

Dr. Tliomas W. Newman^ . . Cr, 
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The acoQunt book ii so ruled to t6 
have three accounts op a.page^ The 
letters of the alphabet are pUced on. 
the malgin of the bdok after the iiian>> 
nei: of an alphabet to a common ledger. 
And an appropriate number of leaves 
is assigned to each letter. -It wiU*, 
readily be perceived that the names 
may be so arrftnffed iji su<^'^ book, 
as to be readily raund. .• ' 

Our library was established in May 
1836^ and we have ibiind bur plan of 
managing it answer every, purpose. 
iThe writer has performed the duties 
of librarian from its con^menceiilent, 
tJid has been muQh gratified* in obr 
Serving from year ta'year^ the con- 
stant intierest which has been n^^fest- 
ed in the library^ and in observing the 
increanng intelligence ^mong*. the 
scholars^ ' , 

mhikrapi {Ms^) JiorcA 15,^1830. 



• Sips'rpir SABBiLTH-BCHQOL tHIOlT. 

tii'e First Annual Report of this w^ 
ciety was made February 24^h» We 
find many interesting statements in it^ 
and some important suggestions. The 
number of schools in connexion with 
the unidn is niiuteeni ciriployinglhree 
hundred and sixty -three teath^rs, -and^ 
instractingchildreQ whose whole num- 
ber is 'three thOus^ind six hundred and 
seyenty-cightj." and whose averagpe at- 
tendance is one thousand four hundr^ 
and ninety'-twGk or jiomewhiit moi^ethan 
one-third. The youngest learner- fri 
any o( the. schools is two years.pld^ 
and the eldest 8e^'entyK)ne. There are 
upwards of thi^ee tbouspind volun»esin 
the libraries s and' Jhere have been" 
thirteen conversions during the year 
among the schblars^ Th^oldest school 
reported was established in i^l7» . . 

Ii> respect to tsACEBus^.the reports* 
ar^ quite ^scouraging.* One report- 
says, "There has been tery generally 
a full supply of female, teachers, but 
not .of males; tiU the last month, there 
has been a lamentable- * deficiency of 



theie.'' Another says» *<Out school 
has suffered the past year for want of 
t^ehersi particularly male teadhers« 
A larger number have left the school 
^lan in any pre«edi|ig ye«r. We are 
at this n>omentin want of eight teacB- 
ersi to suplply classes' that are desti* 
tu|e. .Many of the schdlarsiiave ceased 
to Attend, because we- have not been 
al^lo; to supply teachers for them. 
They have been present a few Sab* 
baths, and not ,finding a teaeher at >the 
class to instrubt them, their interest 
hassubsidedi until at Jlength they have 
absented themselves altogether*'* A 
/Wrrf^^'llf e have 1d>oured les^ to 
increase th^ nuinbe^r of our scholara 
the pkst year) than we otherwise 
should have done, because at no time 
during the year, have we' had a full 
suj^ply of c6inpetent teachers fof the 
scholars committed to our ,cate." ji 
JouHh:^** Thi^ scbdol has bee;i strug^ 
gling without k. superintendent and a 
,suitabl6 number of ieathers since Au- 
gust 2d. The result has been^ that no 
regular ine*eting has been held by the 
teachers for some tinie, and they be* 
gah to feel discoumged and fbrssiken, 
&c.'* A Jifihr^^*T\\t punctual at* 
tehdiuice of the children, on an aver* 
age for, the year, has bcfen sna]]. This 
dan be easily accounted for; in ^ part, 
by the nemissness -of the teachers.*' 
A aixlhr-^* There has been « consi* 
derable part o£ the year a great want ' 
of attention* and order among th^ 
scholars! owing, in part, at least, to 
the changes that have takien place in 
regard to the management of the school 
and classes.. Daring the year, the 
school has been conducted by three 
different superintendents; and some 
of the classes have undergone about 
as many thanges ofteachers. Another 
cause of decline, through the summer 
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in pftrticular, has been the want of in 
adequate supply of teachers. '* 

Of the mah^ encouraging facts in' 
the report, we have admitted as large 
ft portion as our limits will allow; 'and 
we should thinlp, from*the tenor of 4h6 
wh<de document, that the Sunday- 
schools under, jkhe care of the Bostgn 
Unien, were rising in character, and 
increasing in interest and usefulness. 
We do not wonder, however, at the 
manner in which the managers speak 
of the excess of deaths obove the ftum- 
Ifcr of eonvermonS. Jt isy^ndeed^ cause 
of humiliation «nd self«basement,that 
among thirty-six hundred and'seventy- 
eight Qhildren) reported 9a the whole 
number in attendance, .there should 
have been sixteen .deaths slo^ hut Mtr< 
teen conversions. - 

. An interesting case is reported^ of 
a young woman of seventeen, who 
entered the school in 1830, and left it 
aboiit six years, since, and who, upoi^ 
finding hafdelf near the close of life, 
sent for her Sunday-schpol superin- 
tendent; rt is said that for several 
weeks before her illness, she had been 
deeply exercised on religious sub- 
jects, and ''thus it appears, that after 
an injerv^l of many yeard, wjieh sick-' 
ne^ caix^ and de^th was near; her 
Sabbath-school, and the ihstructioo 
there received^* was .rememhered; 
and that her 3Abbath-sch9ol friends' 
•were among those to. whom she most 
naturally looked for advice and. coun- 
sel in this, solemn season.^' - 

f so^nodf^.^-^The. managov regard 
it as a favourable omen, tliat an in- 
creased attention is paid to this part 
of divine worship. The tcsltimony of 
the superintendsnts^who are^most en- 
gaged in this prfictice, proves ;t to.be 
an agreeable and profitable variety to/ 
the exercises of the schools. A gentle-, 
man of acknowledged skill in this de« 
partment of science, lias^ at the re- 



quest of the Board, prepared a ma<r 
' nual which we trust will nimisli every 

requisite for those who wish to culti- 
. vale the talents of .thei^ pupils for sa^ 

cred music. 
The rules of sacred inusic were in- 

• .tredueed into the' school in October 
Isisti In a short ti^me, a couple of classes 
werefornied^ denominated the classes- 
for. singhig, of twelve or thirteen of 
the older scholars of both sexes, who 
furnished themselves with Mr. Madbn's 

* Juvenile Psalmody, and are now able 
tei ans>(rer all the questions on the 

' rules,, and raise and fall the notes, and 
it ispx^bable, if.theycciuld be favoured 
wilh. suitable instruction, that. they 
would .^oon foriQ an interesting choir. 
Instruction of the Younger J^upils,-^ 
.On this subjeot .there exists, m the 
. opinion of . the Board, a defect in al- 
most ^Ibtiie ^chools^ which can, and 
oujgfht to be- remedied. There is np 
child of ah agesO tender, as not to be 
able'.tb comprehend and foe benefited 
by some 'simpTe'religioUs truths. And ' 
the minds of very young children, 
unincumbered as they are by preju- 
dices, seem thfe ^ most suitable soil 
for the reception 'and growth of the 
good seed. But from ol^servation, tlie 
Board are xonstrained to say, that too 
little attention is paid to their in- 
struction. Scptpture history presents 
many facts- attractive to children of 
tender age, and many precepts which 
may seHe as stepping stones to infant 
feet, m tlieir pilg^mage. to. Mount 
Zion. ' Among the faciftties for teach- 
ing this interesting portion of our pu- 
pils^ we think the .Scripture Frints re-: 
cenidy published in this ' city well 
adapted to this end.* Sensible objects, 
by attracting the curiosity of children, 
lead to inc^uiry, and^ open a fair field 
of effort which promises a rich harvest 
tathe cultivator. 

•On the 15th of 'November last, we 
removed into the' hall which we now 
occupy; at w]}ich time we * separated 
all the' children who could not read 
fron) the others, and formed them into 
one class, giving them instruction oh 
th« plan adopted in infant-schools. In 
a 9hort time t^ejiumber of our scholars 
has con^derably increased, and more 

*- Tbeae Pni^la are for tftte'at the Deposi* 
tory of the American 'Stmday-SchoQl Voioiv 
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teachers oifeted than we could employ* 
except •!! the condition, tliirt they 
would furnish themselves with classes. 
Four hmre recently come in, on that 
condition. \ ■ 

ScMath^chodls eff/eemetf.— Some jsf 
oiip parentrsay, if they were obliged 
to pay for their children's 'ipjontinuing 
in school, they would prefer it to their 
leaving, and these not professQiai 
^ther. * •' . : . 

Interesting Caw.*-About teix years 
have passed away since I left the S;ib- 
bath-«niool.in M— ^ street, wher/e I 
was engaged aboutiwo y«iaradnd a hsAf, 
Many^who "Were 'then children in^the- 
school, hate now grown up,. and are 
taking the places of their, parents, wlio • 
are rafudly passing olT the stage. Hav- 
ing' watched the'p)K>g^ess of some gf 
those children, I would now. say^ to the 
glory of diviiM gryce,.«nd for the en- 
. coQragement of ikithful teachers, ^t 
I know many,. who received their first 
reli§^ou» imptessions io.that school,' 
wh6 are noW, not oply members of the 
Christian church, but'addri^ their.'prfi* . 
fession, 1)y hely lives and •cohdoct. 
Nothing can be mbre delightful to a 
teacher, than to trace the history and 
* progress-of ai child. for whose benefit 
he has laboured and prayeoj and whose 
padi has finally become {ike that of 
the just, *< which 'shineth more and 
more iinto the perfect day.^ The 
Sabbathrschool is stiH dear to me, and 
many of its scenes I shall cart}c fresh 
in my njemoiy to the. grave* . A brief 
history of one of ti)|ese dearxhHdren^J, 
will how relate. ' . " 

\n th< 9pnng.ofl8l8, me>of our 
female teachers on her way tor school, 
passed two 'p<$of girls^ who appeared, 
SB I -understood, to have been sent oiit 
by their par^ijts to obtain cold victuals, 
but were- then at.- play. Thipking,^ 
however^ they wepfe' fit subjectET fpr 
Sabbath'Scho9l instruction, she tumecif 
back, told them about the school, and 
invited lind oirged -th^m to come on 
the next Sabbath. I believe bolU 
came; and yrtrt immediately reco£^iz4 
ed and encouraged by the^watchfViI 
teacher. A,^ ai'yfhotn I Writ^'was 
about tweh^e'^eart otdy rather tftHbf 
Ker ' age, jiiild when shp first entef ed 
the •schod, huitg down her head a^ if 
afraid to meet the eyes of- anyone. 
She told me ^flerVard?, ^at the. cau'ae 

Vol. VII. —20 



of her strange behaviour was, that 
she was ashamed, because she was so 
large a ^gh:V and knew so little com- 
pared with other children. She how- , 
ever made rapid progress, and as she 
grew iq k\iowledge, appeared to 
drink in the ti'uths of the gospel, and' 
gradiially- acquired a character for 
veracity equal to any girl in t|ie sehoolf 
She foved the sclipoL;— rit.was there 
^he first learned the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin, and t(ierp she finally 

' found a Saviour; and when, at the age 
of, fourteen^ a place was prpcured for 
her in a family, it was oq condition that 
she should attend thr 'Sabbath-school. 
About this time I left- itj but, oji 
visiting-it ii fev months after, I fbund 
A. anXsome otihers.bQW^d down.unj- 
der a s^nse of their sins. . She was in 
a pious family, aiKl there, And at, the 
Sabbi^th-school,' she was led to that 
source from whence alone hope can 
cpRie; obtained peace andjoyin believ- 

^ing in 'Jesus, and was received by the 
church then under the pastoral care 
of the Rev, jllr. D. • A feW .years ago 

'she removed with a family In which 
shc'ljved, to a large manufacturing 
place in the c6untry. Hert", at first-, 
sh^ felt as though she wah nqt among 
her owli people;- hut when she heard 
that Or church was about to be formed, 
like thci one she loved, her heart was 
awake; and when efforts were tnade 
to' raise funds to build « house for the 
worship of God by this fhqn little band, 
though poor 'and almost unknown, 
" she did what she ccilld." The fe- 
males in the manufactory. ffStve large- 
ly in proportion to their, abilit)^, and 
pur poof A.. was made use of in the 
Ix^nds 6f God, w an instrument of stir- 

.ring up many 1o give. Providence 
sb wdered it that I w^s present at the 

.ordination' of the first minister of this 
church;, there I siw, at Ifi distance, my 
SabbaQiHichopl girl. Her soul ap- 
peared ta be in her. eyes; it wau a hap- 
py day taher; she smiled and wept by 
turns, and so did very" rai^ny of the 
pious females present. I never saw 
such a truly sblenm and joyful assem- 
bly;- andthere.probably could be no- 
thing more po this side of heaven. A. 
and B. another pious girl from' our 
school, and. who livijs near her, con- 
stantly visit me when in town to see 
their parents) and 1 receive them with 
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gfttt pleasure. I not only esteem 
tiiem ve^ piou8» but very respectable; 
and although poor in this world's 
goods, yet " rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom." 

A.'s coming to the Sabbath-schooly 
was the means of introducing others 
from the same neighboUrhooi^ and as 
she was the eldest of several children, 
her influence brought^ them to the 
flohool. The teachers became inters 
ested for her 'father's fanuly^ and have 
occasionally helped them; and she, as a 
good datkghter,-h6w helps thpm by 
herself and her.friends, to the extent 
of her ability. 1 believe her motl^er 
has been benefited by associating' 
with religious people; «Ke constantly 
attends meeting, and When I last. saw 
her, she appeared like one who h4d 
experienceu religion. 



iirFJLir7-SGHooi iir jlfrica:. ' 

Thcfre isan Infant-school existing ai; 
Satkurst, cbnnected with the London 
Church Missionary Society's missiofi 
at Sierra Leone in Western 'Africa. 
The Superintendent's last report states . 
it as a matter of upfeigiied thaiiksgpiv- ' 

That,, since the opening of 'the 
Bathurst Infant-schooV October 22, 
18279 it has not on/any day been close^ 
in consequence Of 'the sickness of 
those who conduct it. ^ . ' * 

Our first iiim hs^.been'j says the re- 
port, the in'culc^in^ of tl^e elementary 
truths of religfion. ^ Niext to thts, it 
has been QUr ddSire, to impact ,a know- 
ledge of such other^siibjects as, under 
the Divine bles^ng, might be mo?t like- 
ly to make the children, in afterlife, 
useful raemisers of society.- -^e have 
endeavoured ^o cultivate upright prin- 
ciples, founded upon' a firm basis — to 
encourage in them purity of motive- 
to animate them with h ope— ^to kindle 
g^titude to God their Creator and 
Benefactor, and supreme love to Je- 
sus itheir Redeemer and Saviour; and 
to lead them t(J seek the* sanctifying 
influences of the iroly Spirh.' 

•fhe school contained at the tinie of 



the repc^, 147 pupils— 119 %f ^hom 
air^ strictly infants. 

The sqhool opens at nine in the 
moriiing, and, continues till noon; 
when the larger boys are allowed on^ 
hour for recreation: at one o'clock 
they retur?if and are taught writing 
and ciphering; anii the elder girls are 
taught needlework. Many of the 
larger children can now read' the Scrip- 
tures. The attendance of the. children 
at Church, on Sundhiys, and 4it .Daily 
Morning Prayers, gives rise to many 
a cheering hope j and the accounts, 
whkb some of {hehi give of the text 
a^d-what they .havo heard, ^evinces 
their attentioh. ' 

The Missionaries say, in allusUA to 
the report of the Infant-school-^ 

We all feci a nieed of that ** gentle, 
^persuasive, spiritual strain," which 
Qilf^ht jto pervaBe the whole hfe of a 
religious teacher. It is too bflen in- 
terrupted by the hittry iund the multi- 
plicity of our vengagements — by tte 
iAi]totience, which the ignorance, the 
way wardnesis, :and, in many instances; 
the duplicity of the people with whom 
w^ have to ^b, often excite — -and by 
that irritabili^, which seems to be the 
gene^ral eflPeet of diis elimate upon the 
mind clogged .with a European con- 
stitution. Most fervently, therefore, 
'tt'ould w& pray for a larger eflTusion of 
the Divine Spirit p£ love into our own 
hearts, that we may.n^ore entirely cx- 
hibrt^byour^xslmple bpfore our Cbn- 
gregatipns, the. lovelinesa.and l>lessed-. 
ness of obedience to Christ's precepts. 
We know, that Qod's .purposes of 
mercy V>ward men of all kindreds and 
tongues ".will her fulfilled .; and*> we 
would .still hope, that instruments, so 
^eak as we know, ourselves to be, 
will be made use of bj^ Him, to the pro- 
motion of His glory in this part of the 
world* . ' • • •. * J 



. . , IKPlK^'-SCHOarl.^. • 

. tlxiractifrom a Mter to the Editor. 

A» a parent, and as a friend 1o 'early 
educatiori,' I am-, -inr co^imbn with 
others, mut;h obliged 'by the season- 
able, remarks in the .March-number of 
the Magazine; they are st^otly appli- 
cable,.- in' my' opinion, to Jhe Infant- 
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school bf this place. No one esteems • 
the institution of Infant-schools more 
highly than I do; but the Wgh e^pjec-' 
tations in relation to them, 1 fear, will 
be disappointed for want of prbperly 
qualified teachers. ^ 
, 1 have sincerely regretted the pro- 
ceedings I have witnessed here, ih the 
process of qualifyirrg teachfers of In- 
fant-schools. Nothing can Ij^e njore 
misjudged and indiscreet than to dom- • 
mit children to teachers so prepai;ed. 
Girls under twenty' years bf age and 
with no previoua^knowledge of- bach- 
ing, are ei!Lpecte4 to be qualified hj ^. 
few w6eks attention in an Infaiit-scnool 

h^re. A young lady of ; — ^ hsis 

recently* engaged to go to —to 
conduct an Infant-school. She has 
gust completed her own schopHng, Wd 
IS now .going to spend two. or. thrcef ■ 
months at — (wherft an infant- 
school is just begun,, by one. who knew 
nothing of the subject a twelve-month 
since;) and where she expects .lo ac- 
quire a knowledge of the whole sys- • 
tjem in a few Weeks. ' . . ' 

I hbpe this subject \$rill be' kept 
sight of in the Magazii>e^ for it' as in-' 
' timately connected wi^» Sunday- ' 
schbols, 8ind with the dearest interest^ 
of the Church, and of our>' common^ 
country'. . 



BAlVPniN- COTJNXT) (jlIAfi^.) SIJITDAT- , 
SCHOOI. uxioir. ..^, -. .^ 

If ourneaders.coujld enter into^ our 
personal sympathies and associations, 
wc might have much to say re^^pect- 
ing the portion ;.of t\\6 SanMyrsahodl 
vineyj^rd to whi<;h this/report relates. 
But we shaft cdnfine oupsplves^o" to^ . 
pics in wl^ich all may be supposed to 
have aii interest* < . ' 
' The report; extracts from Which we 
are about to present to the* reador, 
comes ta us under peculiar circnm- 
stances. It was prepared but a. few 
weeks, since, by the Hprt.' "GKikGE 
Bliss^ Li.L'.D., 4ate' of Springfield, . 
(Mass.,) an'eminent juds^ a maii of 
great learning and proverbial inte- 



grity; fiimiliar. with the histot^r, and 
participating largely in the manage- 
ment of public affairs; possessing a 
strong) discriminating, cbmprehensive 
mind; an accurate observer of 8i«n 
and events;' a close, systematic stu- 
dent of the Bible; ukI more than all, 
and better than all, a man of devout 
temper; an open, prominent, uncom- 
promising Christian. 

From th6 first establishment of Sun- 
day-schools in the place of *his resi- 
dence, Mr. Buss was . their advocate 
and patron^.'and often engaged in the 
jictive duties connected with then. 
During the last year of his life^ how- 
ever, his interest in them greatly in- 
creasedy and "he manifested .« wil- 
lingness,'' says' a correspondent; "to 
give his time, , his counsels, lind his 
personal and eifi^ient^xertions in their 
behalf" 

As president of the Society, Mr. 
Buss besto^v'ed much, time and pains 
in . preparing their annual repoi^, and 
it is exceedingly gratifying to us to be 
informed, that " hei carefully examin- 
ed tiie numbers of this Magazitie for 
the last year, and. ^pressed a high 
degree 6f sitisfaction in tjie perusal." 
• If there has been any thing in our 
page^ that could interest and employ 
a miiid vf suqh^high bultivation and 
extensive 'research,* we are not with- 
out hope, (notwithstanding the mor- 
tifyfaig evidence against us,) that they 
are not beneath the -attention bt wapts 
6^ Sunday sehopliedthepa, . 

The prep'aration of this document 
y/^A amoctg the last acts of a busy and 
valuable life^* and all the views and sug- 
'gestions it contains have tlie, sanction 
bf great wisdpm and high intellectual 
attainments. 

* Mr. B^Liss died March 8. 
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The ptovidence IX God has impaHp 
ed a character to it which admonishes 
us to engage with new vigour in our 
choKn work, and to pursue it with . 
fearless and untiring zeal. 

The^ort informs us, that .twenty- 
one of the tweiity-five schools, consti- 
tuting the ynion,'ha¥e answered the 
questions addreysed to them, and it 
appears that in those . twefity-one 
ichciols there are 456 teachers, and 
2927 leamefs. The whole number of 
leameiv cq^nected witlf the society^ 
u estimated at 32d0,'and tl}e popula- 
tion of th^ district is 2r,Q0O. Most of 
the scfioob are reported to he in a 
flourishing condition; and the Union 
Questions have been extensively in- 
troduced. About $510 has been sub- 
scribed towards the. capital of a Depo- 
sitory to be held by the sodiety, afid 
to be made fully adequate to the 
wants of all their schools. 

" In many of the schools, the Month- 
ly Concert of Prayer u regularly ob- 
served; and we Wish we could say this 
of all of tliem. Jtt'is earnestly i«copA- 
mended that it be regularly attended. ' 
All church members, and all parents 
who have children In the schools, 
should be punctual in their attendance' 
at the Monthly Coifeert. How can 
they be' content* to stay away? A* 
Monthly Coiicert of, Phiyef is very 
properly appointed for .the heathen, 
and is not. the eternal wellibeing of 
our children tq be unitedly sought for, 
as well as that of<the heatheiv^' . . 

Associated •Teache^s^ Meetings are . 
also holdall in many schools, and aj*e 
found very useful. 

" Winter schools liave be^^n opened 
in more than x)ne-third of the schools.^ 
In two or three^ extensive. Bible 
Classes are substituted. Where efforts 
have been made to establish Winter 



schools, much less difficulty has been 
found than was expected. In some 
plac^s» where it would seem to be as 
incoilventent as in any other, such 
schools have be^ formed and w^ at- 
tended. It is most' earnestly recom- 
mended >that . exertions be made to 
have the schools continued through 
the year.' It is all-important, tliat what 
i^ gtuned in summer should hot be lost 
in winter." " - 

ExtracU frornihe Report of (he DireC' 
4&r8,Uic. ' 
*f The directontare rejoiced to have 
it to state, that, several of the schools 
have been Messed with the influences 
of the . Divine Spirit. There are in 
the whole reported as having become 
hopefully pious during th^ past year, 
12 teachers ' and 58 scholars; these 
-have -united with the church. The 
schools peculiarly-favoured^ have been 
those/ in ' W^stfieid, Southwick, and 
South Wilbraham. In Springfield, 
(first Parish,) six scholars, and in the 
Cjaptist Society, tKi>ee schdars have 
become hopefully pious; but above 
all, the schools' in Monsoi;i have been 
thus Favoured. Four of the teachers, 
and twepty-twe or thr^e op the scho- 
lars, ha^e become hopefully pious. In 
one instance, a dass of nine yqang la- 
dies all became hopeful converts f. and 
in many oth^ instances,' prevailing 
seriousness is Reported as characteriz- 
ing the schools. ^ . 

•*ltis desirable' that; as far as may 
be, books for it (the County Deposi- 
tory) should. be procure^} fro^i the 
Parent* Society.. They can be had 
uppn'asgood, or better terms, as any 
where \e^lse; and^ what is "infinitely 
moi^ vimportant^* cofifidence caii be 
felt, that nothing- pernicious^ will be 
bought^there. The selection of suit- 
able books js an' arduous and' difficutt 
task. Among the .floods of books 
. professe,dly iTligjou^ and adapted to 
Sabbath-schools^ which -aV^ constantly 
poured forth, there is *most imminent 
dahger thut some worfe.tban useless 
will be proQlired. 

) •* Care" shoiild Ije taken, that too 
great a l>rDjtQrt'on df . pleasfng sfoHes 
doe^ not render tlie Bible a dull and 
Uninteresting booki There isdangw 
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thftt books of a' fascinating style will 
<»perate too powerfully, on the - youth- 
ful mind.. 

"Books are multiplied to an almost. 

' indefinite extent. Sliany>of them, -with 
great propriety, may; be termed reli- 
gious novels or romances. • Work^.of 
fiction are not to be indiscriminately 
denounced. They ought not to he en- 
tirely prohibited, bvit they *ought to 
be, used sparingly. ' The' Rev.. Drs 
Alexander, in sbme most eiccellent re- ' 
inarkf^, has properly called 'them the 
sweat-m«ats, creams, and' comfits, 6c- 
casiondly to be tasted; but not .to be, 
used for daily food — if they are, the 
plain and wholesome rfourishing milk 
and meat of the Bible will be loathed? 
and those who live upon them become " 
sickly and diseased. It should be im- 
pressed both on the teachers and 
■scholars, that the study of the Bible is ■, 
to be the one great ,objec?tsdf atten- 
tion. Herein ulone a^e tfie Avords.of 
eternal life. Tins is the» more to be 
insisted on, because in m^ny common 
schobls, if not wholly discai'ded, the 
Bible is cast into the shade. ' ' 

" Another important subject is, the 
character and conduct W the teach- 
ers. \Vhile no reflelctionis ji^igned' 
to be cast upoii those u^ho are active 
in this benevolent ^'work, it. is -Cer- 

* tain that those of mature jjge, ought 
not to withdraw themselves n'om this 
labqur of l6ve. It is too; common to 
see tbos6 whose age .and experience 
would render them pecuU:4rly useful, 
gi'Ow weary of the charg^ of classes — 
and the task' is dev^Jved Tipdh .those 
.but little, if any Qlder than those they 

> instruct, ^ge alone, as long as bodily 
health knd mental, vigour are continu- 
ed, oirght to excuse no.^'bne |i;om a 
share ill this work. 

" Whate ver be th e age gf th e teach- 
er, he oiight Jaf^nd tim^s and oppom 
tuhity to undeijstaf»d' the. lesson tl>o-, 
roughly, aUfi ought to tie well pre^jar- 
ed before the sclvool. : '' > 

" The AYhericani Unmn have* yvh- 
lished no Jess than S3 ^itfereHt works 
besides their Magai«ne, de.sigiied for 
teachet'S. • 'f o do his business -well, 
a teacher mQst take aii interest in it: 
If ;he ,d(^ it will'iiianifest itself— and 
the -scholars will perceive it-^nd Hae- 
come ' attaclre'd hoth to the teacher 
^nd their lesson. 



'' Great' pains should be taken, that 
the clai»i of our population for who^e 
-benefit this institution waa commenc- 
ed at first, those who are poor, igno- 
rant, and ^'ipious, having none to care 
for their SQuTif, -do not lose the advan- 
tage of this system. They should be 
sought out and. brought. in from the 
highways and hedges. If all will not 
come to the school^ bt the school gfo 
to^ them, by fixing branches in each 
neighbourhood. . Dr. * Chalmers, of 
Scotland, and Others,- have recom- 
mended loeai «chools. The system 
olight, however, to be -adapted to the 
situation and c^ufinstancea qf each 
community ( but^ if possible, all should 
be iodviced to attend. Besides those 

> who usually attend our . commofi 
schools, the plan ought to be ao enlarg- 
ed, thj^t all our young men ?md wo- 
men should attend either as teachers 
or scholars. There is, in roost places, 
a lamentable dtificiency- here.. This 
system is treated as 'designed and fit 
only for children. As soon as that 
age is past, young peraons consider 
themselves as above t^e school. This, 
in part, is owing to the evil before 
mentioned — ^that the' older members 
of the' cfhurch and others Ivell qualifi- 

, dd.to instruct, refuse to lend their aid 
-and inflaence to the schools. They 
.should tiot-only give the school their 
good -word, but tneii" active support. 
Further than this,- it has been propos- 

.ed by Dp. Alexander, Dr. Fiske, and 
others, that.tjie congregations gene- 
raHy should be formed into Sabbath- 
scho<^. tSome progress has been 
made in this* pUn. The system^ has 
been some time adopted in some part 
of the? county of Franklin, (Mass^) 
and hk$ be«n much approved^ In one 
sehool in this county, 80 of the scholars 
are -between 15 and 70 years^of age. 

'.•The Bible Class ought,*'asiar as 
pbs^ble, to be made a link in this sys- 
tjBih. If it be entirely- detachedi nei- 
ther cah flourish. so well.. The school 
is carried on^^ery muoh without the 
miTiister; and the. Bible Class instruc- 
tion ^y>ll hav;* no direct bearing on the 
Sunday-school. As a general rule, to 
"which t.bere may be exceptions, a 
system in- which a great part of the 
religious instruction is not uiiider the 
superintendence of those to' whom the 
Great liead of the church has given 
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tbe injinictiou, **feed my Imnbf,** b 
gmtly to>e deprecated. Rarely wUI 
Sabbath-schools Jburith, in the best 
sense of tbe word, whete tbepastor is 
estian^d from them. 

" It is not too much to say, that the 
schools should be so' arranged, and thfe 
other publi<^ religious exercises of the 
Sabbath so ordered, a^ to give the mi- 
nister an opportunity at least to over- 
look them. 

♦« It is, perhaps, not less important, 
that the community at large should be 
interested in the 'prosperity of their 
.schools^ Those who have a heart lo 
pny, should .continually remember 
ihemat tbe throne of.' ^ce. Those 
who cannot uiiderta^e the -laborious* 
part of instruction, should occasional- 
ly visit them, and ' demonstrate that 
they rejoice in them. 

^'Infant Schools ought als<T to'be made 
Sabbath-scliools; though it may be 
convenient to have them in a separate 
apartment. They should, above aU 
things, have* that knowledge which 
maketh wjsc unto salvation." 



A P£EA FOR THE SABBATH-SCHOOL ST8- 
TKM, 

Delivered FebriTary 2, 1830, .at the 
•Annivei-sarv pf the Ge/tysburg 
Sunday-School By S. S. Scumuck- 
XR, Professor of Cbristian.Theologjr 
in the Theolo^cal Seminary at Get- 
tysburg, pp. 32.. f ' . 

This is the- title of a very sensible 
and well-timed sermon,, pi'eached by 
Professor ScHMt7c;KER of the |German 
Church. It was occasioned" by the 
ocgamzalion of' a Sunday-school So- 
ciety^ auxiliary to 'the 'Jimeficdn Stm^ 
day-School Union. -* * 

' The design of tile preacher" is to iJj 
lustrate. Proverbs xiv. 34, (" Hight- 
eousneas exalteth a nation^') by show- 
ing that Sunday-schoqJ^ are. designed 
to inculfcate those 'pi-inciples of right- 
eousness or true piety which extend to 
all the relations and duties of public 
awl private life; and by tlie o|)serv- 
ance of whidi, a nation. is exalted. ' 



The author gives his unqualified ap- 
probation -to the system. 

."If there are {he^>siya) any fea- 
ture in the religious character of 
the present age, on which. the an. 
grels of heaven, and the God of heaven, 
look do'wn with peculiar delight; the 
present unprecedented effort to dif^ 
fuse intelligence and religious prina- 
ples OVAT the whol^ rising generation 
i^ certainljr one.*' p* 7. 

' yo instil those truths which consti* 
tute the prominent features of the mo- 
ral government of Gbd, 
.. *.• Such as the nature and characjier 
of the lawgiver; the extent, spintuali- 
ty, aqd obligations of his law; the re- 
■ wards and punishments an,nexed,to it; 
the character of the subject and his 
inability to fulfil its requisitions; and 
especially the gracious aid that is of- 
fered hihi, by tb^ glorious scheme of 
redemption through the Divine Re- 
deemer JesuiJ Christ, is the grand ob- 
ject of Sun^y-schools." p. 9, 

'**Thc IHble is generally used as a 
text book., by ^11 who are able to read 
it, and the human productions asso- 
ciated with itj ftfe. peculiarly such, as 
are calculated td exemplify, illustrate, 
and enforce tiiese truths. That these 
schools are t)ie piost eflacient engine 
ever- set in motion for this purpose, is 
demonstrated by .cxperiende, imd is 
conceded even by the trepidation of 
th^c eneinyajc their ex^tension. Jf,then,. 
Ve reoeivQ as tru^ the declaration of 
the text^ that righteousness iloei exalt 
a nation, and if .it be certam'^hat Sab- 
bath-schools do tend to prombte right- 
eousness; the ..^onclusipn inevitably 
follows, that Sabbath^schools tend to 
exalt.a nation. Thfere'can be no es- 
cape from this .inference, ^or is it 
even prietended,. that 5sibbat)i-schools 
are so mismanaged, as not to produce 
their proper effect.- ^TV^ .enemies do 
not coriie Xv,ith ' proposuls^for the im- 
provement jof the system; it is against 
the whole jnoxal, machinery that their 
battfery is .directed, and for the ex- 
press reason, that its influence is so 
powerful!" p. 10. , • . 

The author then shows the effect 
of religions education bn'cliildren, pa- 
rents, and teach'erj^T-that it tends to 
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lessen crime; **to prevent the fonna- 
tion of that species of populatibncall- 
«dy m Burope; canaille, or rabble;" 
tp preserve the purity and stability of 
our political institutions^ to preserve' 
our country ^m any improp<ir indii- 
ence of the clergy, and' to ejcert a 
most salutary influence on' iht pros- 
perity of the church — ^dpt. only, by 
augmentifig its numbers, but byih-^v 
creasing its piety. Tl^ese several to- 
pics are urged. with great pla|un«to» 
especially that relatinif td the influ<^ 
ence of the clergy. ^ 

As the pamphlet itself may be oK- 
tained aft our Deppsitoiy, we shall 
make but one or two Jbrief extracts,! 
illustratara at onpe of the style and 
spirit of tlie writer. • .. < 

*<The ttachtn also; are notlab'dur- 
ing in vain, or spending tHeir strength 
for nought. As in intefiectual science^ 
so in morals, one of the most success-' 
fut methods of acquirinf^ proficiency, 
is to teach. The saci^ed truths' are 
not less eificacl'ous, nor the accompa^* 
nying divine influence less copious, in 
the case of the teacher^,- than of the 
taught. No oth er method.of spending 
tlie Liord's day, coiild'be better calcu-. 
lat^d. to call, bomej (he 'wandering 
thoughts^ and rivet, the. attention rOn 
dtyinev truth, siiid HQpress the sopl with 
the reality'.and importance of refigion, 
than the' occupation of Sabbatli -school 
teachers. Ho^^ many ^e the 'cases in 
which, vhilst • Watering others/ they 
have been watered themselves; in 
which, teaching others, God has gra- 
ciously -taught tbem.^ And can any 
thing be ;npr£' congenial to -the feel- 
ings, of Hjm^ w;ho has not'^metely a 
name ^t6 Ijve, but haa really passed . 
from ^ea^th unto life, than- to spehd a 
po^on ofhis-Sabhath heurs^^iix brings 
ing home, the ^ lambs to, the fold of 
Christ? ■ 3uch etercise iifvigorates the 
Christian's ^ces,. gives scope . and 
energy t^ his benevolent sympatliies, 
and engmives the traits of his Ma^ter^s 
character more deeply on'his soul.-^- 
How truly Christian, how salutary is 
the. work of the $iibbadi-school teach- 



er, how brigjiit the glory encircling 
his path in this life, how grekt his re- 
wa»l in the kingdom of heaven!'' 

In allusion- to the species tif popula- 
tion called, in Europe V canaiUe,** the 
author say ^<—v ; . 

'< Such a population is, thanks be 
to , God! as yet, aUnost unknown 
among us. A few of our prominent 
cities alone, present any thing resem- 
.bfirig it; and the vast extent of terri- 
tory, dyer which our population is 
sparsely scattered, removes to' some 
distance the danger of its accumula- 
tion. Yet our characteiistic pursuit 
of filthy lucre, the neglect of educa- 
tidn, both literary and, religious, in 
many parts- of pur country, the Vast 
and increasing influx of foreigner, es« 
pecially of. the poorer and vicious 
class, forbid the hope t^at tkre are in 
no danger^^ Now what institution 
could promise more in- countei^cting 
this evil, than Sabbath-schools, whiph 
bring gratuitous instruction and re- 
ligious instruction too,- and that drawn 
from the Bible itself, within the 
reach of every family? . No matter 
how poor or how vjclous the pa- 
rents, the child is admitted to full par- 
ticipation of all the blessings of gospel 
light; and tiie book of God, and other 
holy books, are broughjt home to pa- 
'rents, perhaps to bless tfcem with 
eternal life," .; 

And a^ to th^ influence of the cler- 
gy, our authdr's • views are thus ex- 
pressed — 

'* It was when ignorance prevailed 
among the' piet^le, and was extolled 
as the. mother of .dev6tion; when the 
Bible.was: concealed beneath the im- 
penetrable veiVof an unknown tongue, 
and men^cpuld not iniitate the Berean 
eiample'pi «earchin^ the Scriptures to 
see ^ether these things were ao^ that 
a corrupt priesthood made them be- 
lieve the greatest absurdities. 

On the other hand, the most power- 
ful engine ever arrayed against papacy, 
and that by which the glc^ous Refor- 
mation was chiefly, eftected, and its 
doctrines perpetuated, was' the gene- 
ral diffusion of Bible truth, by the 
translation of the sacred' volume into 
the vef nacular tongues 6f Europe, and 
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the genenl inculcation of its doctrines 
cm the old and the young. 

<* In our own happy luid should the 
nunistiy become corrupt, and yet re-> 
tain any influence over the minds of 
the people, it must be through popu- 
lar ignoraaCie and superstition. Against 
these, therefore, ihe -efforts of the 
Christian ana the patriot ought to be 
directed. But how can we better dis- 
pel ignorance among the future citir 
zens of our land, than by the genei^ 
introduction of Sabbath-schools, into. 
which all of every rank and condition 
are admitted, and' especially the poor, 
whose waiitof. means wOuld other- 
wise'cftiUiemn' them to ijfnorance for, 
life ? How can we better guard them 
against the gloomy reign' of supersti- 
tion, than by Sabbath-schools, in 
which they are early made acquaint- 
ed with the bible, the uniadulterated 
fountain of t^th. 



DEATH OF ONE OF OUK MIS- 
SIONARIES. 

We can |(eldom have occasion to 
notice a more mysterious and melan- 
choly dispensation of Providence, than 
that by which tlie Rev. Stilss Haw- 
i£T, one of our Missionaries, has just 
been taken from among the living. 

Mr. H. was from Ridgefidd^ Fidr-' 
field CcAihty^ P<nm,, of the class of 
1827, in TaU Cottegtt and a gra- 
duate of the TheohgUdl Seminary 
connected with that institution. He 
entered thejservice of this. Society in 
SepterAber last, at '.the expense of the 
Hariford Countyy (Conn.) Sabbath- 
School Vhion, w}io llbetaUy pledged 
tlie sum of four hundred dollars for 
that purpose. " . * ; 

Full of zeal, ^nd in. the donsecfatioa 
of health, and strength,^ and life to 
his MasteJr's cause, our young friend ' 
repaired to th^ field of his labour in 
the States oi JkRssottri and IlUnois. 

Our last report from him is dated 
December 31-r-but was not received 
until he had beep, many days, an in- 
habitant of another world. 



His long silence is at length sadly 
explained. On Monday, January 18tb, 
he left the house of a friend to 'pro- 
ceed on his tout of duty. ' It was ex- 
ces^vdy cold, I& path lay over two 
desolate * prairies, ,and he would be 
coifipefied lo cross two forks of the 
KoMkoMa flAer to reach a shelter fat 
the niglft.^&n the succeeding Thurs- 
day his ho^ was found, but no tidii^ 
h&ye.9ince been heard of our lamented 
' fetoow-lftfoourer. It is ascertained that 
'one of the forks of the river was not 
fordable, and the probability is, 
(though he might have perished with 
col<^) that in an attempt to cross this 
stream Ue wvs .drowned ! This is one 
of* the many instances in which Drviiie 
Wisdom -silences every doubting^ 
eveiy ^pdnitig* thought, by a single in- 

jUhction. *fBB STILL, AirjB KHOW 

"Our lAonthly account of RscKirrs 
will 'be found ia the monthly paper 
;lbr 3f(Jy^.' . ' 

IdoniUy A^ftcrV-TT-This publication 
.for the month of -May, will be found 
Vb coittain a'R'Jnteresting article re« 
spectihg tiie iiukitutions which Chris- 
tian . beneyoletfce has established^ and 
which' Christian epterprize- and libe- 
rality are baiMing up, though the 
Arabians^^ and 'th^ Amtnonites, %nd 
the Ashdodite^* ^vt very wroth and 
conspire, agcunsi them,' 

'^SEVEIfTH AjmiV£RSARY. 

The proceeding* on occi^ioli^of Uie Seventh 
Ahnjveriait of ih^rJkherioUfi Sunday Sch—l 
Uni*n^ -will<take plaft at the eUinchon Waah- 
higto9.'^ttare, in ih&<nxf s:€ PhUadetphia, on 
TucmUt^ May SK, flt*f VckcV-P. tt. 

i5r. wAyijlnd*s sermon. 

'Wepmrnne ^t T^aeBci^ and ' Friends of 
Sunday j^£luw1b,are lot^cbi^ IbrMurd with mach 
intemt to the Sundsaf^hOol Sfrmon ^peeted 
on Monday ^.venin'g, Itiay V^ from the Rer 
Frandt ^fVayhnd^jr* D* D* Pi^dsnt of Brow> 
UniTernty,.Prb'ndenee, j^.*!.) . 



0:J* Ot#r next No, toiU be later than ueual, in order tJtdt it may contain the Jbt- 
' Report n 
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SUGGESTIONS RESPECTCNG THE INFLUENCE OF SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS, AND THE CAUSE OF THEIR INEFFICIENCY. 



[Prom an Anniversary Addms, by Hev. Mark 
Tucker, of Troy, N. y.] 

These blessed institutions nre no 
longer an experiment. Their tenden- 
cy, their influence, their immediate 
and remote! effects have been fully 
tested. They have obtained the suf- 
frage of the Church and .the world. 
Every denomination of Christians have 
adopted them. And when the system 
of Infant school instructipn shall have 
been matured and extended, a course 
of training for youth will then be es- 
tablished which will be felt in every 
department of life. The character of 
common schools will be raised, gifted 
minds will be brought forwaiil at an 
earlier period, and much more will be 
accomplished for God and the world. 

Our attention cannot be too of\en 
or too deeply turned to Sabbath- 
schools. They extend their kind in- 
fluence to many who are denied the 
privilege of weekly instruction. But 
for these healthful fountains of know- 
ledge, many who are now taught to 
read and believe the gospel, would 
grow up in ignorance and vice, a grief 
to their friends, and a curse to society. 

Their influence is ^eat, and ou|^ht 
to be acknowledged, m streng^henmg 
the intellect and increasing the stock 
of useful knowledge. They have, 
doubtless, done much towards improv- 
ing the method of instruction in ele- 
mentary schools. By lessening the 
demand upon the memory, and bring- 
ing the powers of reflection and judg- 
ment into exercise, they have deve- 
loped the resources of children, and 

VoL.VlL— 21 



Jnduced habits of investigation which 
have given maturity to the mind, as 
well as stability to the character. 

The subjects that are presented 
possess an mterest^ and are invested 
with a grandeur which are well calcu- 
lated to produce and to keep up an 
excitement in the mind. They cannot 
be exhausted by the mightiest intel- 
lects; and still they commend them- 
selves to the attention of children. 
Things new and old, to awaken curi- 
osity and still to I'cstrain youthful ar- 
dour, are presented; and m no school 
can sd lively an interest be preserved 
from year to year as in the Sabbath- 
school. Though this is one direct, it 
is not the great object of these valua- 
ble institutions. While they quicken 
the intellect and enlarge the stores 
of sound knowledge, they aim at the 
cultivation of moral principle and the 
implantation of holiness in the heart. 
And they are better calculated to ac- 
complish this object than any other 
agency. 

I'he interesting relation between 
the teacher and his class — the nature 
of their intercourse, sufficiently inti- 
mate and familiar to enlist the affec- 
tions, and yet not so common and un- 
restrained as to let down all authority 
and w^ar off good impressions; the 
limited number of pupils, and the 
close contact of minds, — these all tend 
immediately to good, and lasting re- 
sults. 

There are many things to diminish 
the moral power of parents over chil- 
dren. They must necessarily cross 
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them when discipline is to be exercis- 
ed — the eradication of bad habitat the 
subjugation of the temper, the sove- 
reign nature of parental government, 
these all tend to weaken the effect of 
pious instruction. The Sabbath-school 
teacher's field of labour is principally 
the Sabbath — a day when the best 
feelings prevail, when the liberties 
and levities of the week are laid aside, 
he sits under the shadow of the cross 
and gives his instructions in the very 
gate of heaven; all this is most favour- 
able to the accomplishment of' the 
high object of bringmg his interesting 
charge to the knowledge of the truth. 

Sabbath-school instruction is an im- 
portant auxiliary to familjr religion. It 
facilitates the efforts of pious parents 
in training up their offspring for God; 
and where there is no family altar, no 
religious influence, it is oflen a substi- 
tute for parental faithfulness; and" by 
leading th.e children to Christ, has 
been blest to the salvation of the pa- 
rents. 

The plan of establishing Sabbath- 
scliool libraries is immensely impor- 
tant. The instructions of the Sabbath 
are revived a^id deepened by the fix- 
cellent narrations and salutary lessons 
contained in those little manuals. — 
Many families, possessed of but few 
books, have in this way, a rich source 
of instruction; and many of the elder 
branches, who read little but the vi- 
cious and ruinous productions of pro- 
fane imaginations, are induced to turn 
their thoughts to subjects of g^ver 
character and vital importance. No 
Sabbath-school should be without this 
necessary appendage. 

Men of large views and the first 
practical wisdom, have spoken of the 
powerful influence of Sabbath-schools 
upon the state. 

Moulding individual character and 
bearing directly upon the family eco- 
nomy, they cannot fail to affect the 
interests of the community. If the 
next generation shall be distinguished 
with more libei'al feelings, rente ex- 
pansive benevolence, a warmer attach- 
ment to religious institutions, and 
more spirited efforts in the cause of 
truth, much will be traced to Sabbath- 
schools. 

If the public morals are to be im- 
proved, if the crying sins of our land 



are to be done away, if the sanctions 
of civil law are to be more extensively 
feared. Sabbath-schools will exert a 
wide influence in effecting the refor- 
mation. 

Let every parent then, every phi- 
lanthropist, every patriot, foster these 
benign institutions. They cannot be 
kept up without unwearied effort, 
laborious duty, and generous donation. 

Like every system of instruction, 
they are doubtless susceptible of im- 
provement; and for three hundred 
years the method of training and dis- 
ciplining the youthful mind has not 
undergone so rigid an examination and 
such various experiments as within 
the last twelve yean. New plans are 
suggested and tested; new views of 
education; schools of almost every 
name and character are opened; and 
it is hoped that, while new li^^ht may 
be obtained, and greater facilities of 
instruction may be reached, that what 
is valuable, and of long attested utility* 
may not be «xchaneed for novelties 
and superficial modes. In Sabbath- 
^hools it is important that the system 
should be so extended as to reach an 
older class of youth, who, at the most 
critical and dangerous period of life, 
are leR without any direct religious 
influence. They are unwilling to 
hear much from parents; they are, 
many of them, just looking for a 
change in their circumstances, which 
is to decide the character of their fti- 
ture calling; they seldom attend with 
any interest to the instructioiis of the 
sanctuary, and the only influence ex- 
erted upon them, is from older com- 
panions, who live only for indulgence, 
and have no fear of God before their 
eyiea. 

If some parents who have neglected 
their children have seen them turn to 
the Lord in answer to others' prayers, 
many other parents, chargeable with 
this neglect, have been filled with an- 
guish at the melancholy end of their 
offspring. In this unstable, pleasure- 
seeking world, there is no security 
but principle. 

The question is often proposed, why 
. is there not more visible effect pro- 
duced upon the children in Sabbath- 
schools? Sixty thousand teachers are 
every Sabbath employed in our Ixnil 
in bringing the gospel to bear upon 
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400,000 children; why does not the 
truth operate more powerfully upon 
the heart? The question is worthy of 
attention. Among this great army of 
teachers thwe are doubtless many 
who are laithful. They watch for 
souls as those tliat must give account; 
there are others, pcobably, who do 
not feel their responability, arid do 
not labour and pray for the glory of 
God. And amone this great multi* 
tude of children, there are thousands 
who are, all tlie rest of the week, ex- 
posed to the action of powerful moral 
causes, all operating against^the truth, 
which, under unfavourable circum- 
stances, is only presented one hour. 
In such cases, the teacher is " making 
a feeble effort against a powerful evil, 
a single effort against a combination of 
evils, a temporary and transient effort 
against evils of continual operation, 
and a purely intellectual effort agamst 
evils, many of which act on the senses. 
When we consider the effect natural- 
ly resulting from the sight of so many 
bad examples, the communications of 
so ,many injurious acquaintances, the 
hearing and talking of so much vanity 
and folly," we need not wonder, 
though we should weep, that many go 
through all the instructions of the 
Sabbathrschool, and go forth into the 
world enemies to God by wicked' 
works. 

Still it is true, that in many cases 
there is a want of directness and earn- 
estness in teaching, and a want of faith 
and perseverance in prayer. ,The 
work and the encouragement are so 
great, the time allotted for the accom- 
plishment of it so short, that we are 
called on to renew our efforts with 
double earnestness, and to aim at 
greater results. 



jL GOOD WORK SHOULD BE DONE WELL. 

Mr, Editor: 

An important idea suggested in the 
Fe\). number of your Magazine, can- 
not be too often considered. It is that 
Sunday-school teachers have a u^orh; to 
do which hebngs exclusively to them. 

It can scarcely be doubted that the 
fact, that comparatively little good 
has resulted from the continued ef- 



forts of some of the most hijp^hly ^ed 
Sunday-school teachers, arises, m no 
small degree, from the multiplicity of 
their engagements,andthevanety of ob- 
jects which divide their attention. And 
It may appear strange, therefore, tliat 
Sunday-schooUeacher8should,notwidi- 
standing, be charged with selfishness, 
and with overlooking, and neglecting 
other Christian duties and enterprises, 
in their attachment to the one absorb- 
ing interest of Sunday-schools. 

Now it must be apparent that faith- 
ful Sunday-school teachera do, and 
necessarily must help forward other 
kindred objects. They preach tem- 
perance to the young, and endeavour 
to inculcate upon them, principles of 
integrity and vulueand sobriety. They 
make readers, and create a taste for 
reading the Holy Scriptures, and thus 
aid the Bibk cause; they are the most 
successful TVaci distributors. They 
must be missionaries, and (afler the 
ministers of the Gospel,) they are the 
first who are called upon to visit the 
sick, not only among the children of 
their care, but their parents and others. 
And in their weekly visits of mercy 
they must administer to the temporal 
as well as the spiritual wants of many 
indeed, who have few other friends to 
care for, or help them. 

If prayer meetings are to be held 
in connexion witli our congregations, 
much will be found to depend upon 
Sunday-school teachers. If sewing 
societies are deemed expedient to 
raise funds for missionary, or educa- 
tion, or for other purposes, no small 
share of labour is expected to be per- 
formed by female Sunday-school 
teachiei's. , 

Let me not be understood to com- 
plain, that the teachers are obliged to 
do too much; neither do we pretend to 
say what part they could neglect and 
be blameless. All objects which are 
likely to meliorate the condition or 
promote the happiness of man, or tend 
to the glory of God, have the best 
wishes and the fervent prayers of Sun- 
day School Teachers ; and should re- 
ceive their support as far as it can be 
given, consistently with that attention 
which they are under the most solemn 
obligations to give, to the Sunday 
School cause, which is peculiarly their 
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But Sunday School Teachers should 
not be expected to make special effort, 
and devote their time to the manage- 
ment of those various concerns which 
belong to, and may be as well or bet- 
ter done by others. A single example 
may illustrate what is meant. Suppose 
it should be considered exceedingly 
important that all our cities should be 
divided into a great number of districts, 
and every family supplied monthly 
with a tract. It would certunly be 
very unreasonable to expect that nine- 
tenths dfall the labour should fall to the 
lot of those who are actively engaged 
in the all-important duties which are 
connected with the Sunday School-— 
a large portion of them females too, 
who have numerous other cares press- 
ing upon them. And this, it should be 
observed, while other membera of the 
church, who have no other engage- 
ments of the kind, and whose standing 
in society would give credit to the 
system of Tract distribution, if they 
engaged in it — are inactive spectators, 
or inefficient, though nominal, friends 
of the work. 

If Sunday School Teachers wish to 
do much for the cause ,of Christ, they 
should have One prominent object— 
and read about it, pray for it, think of 
it — make it their special business and 
labour to promote it. It will be found 
that those who have done most for the 
world and for their divine Master, have 
thus devoted themselves chiefly to one 
object. Those measures which have 
succeeded best have been promoted 
by individuals particularly devoted to 
them. 

It is said, too, that there is a niche 
designed for every man, and if so, 

** Happy is he that finds and fills it well.^' 

If Sunday School Teach\ers have 
found their place, let them use every 
endeavour to qualify themselves for 
their important duties, and really feel 
that they can in no other situation do 
so great an amount of good. And 
while they sustain and promote most 
cheerfully and sacredly the great inte- 
rests of the church at large, let them 
be careful not to multiply their en- 
gagements and care^ so far as to be 
attempting every thing, while they 
succeed in nothing. 

IOTA. 



IIBSRAI. PHOCXXDIKGS. 

Progress of knowledge respecting the 
tendency of Sunday-Schools, and the 
designs ofihdr promoters and advo- 
cates. 

The following extract of a letter 
from the County of Washington, (Pa.) 
dated April 13, 1830, will be read with 
deep interest. 

" The friends of Sabbath-Schools in 
the county of Washington are making 
an increased effort to add to the num- 
ber and efficacy of the.schools in this 
district of country, and to awaken a 
deeper and more general interest in 
their favour. For these purposes, our 
county Union, which had little more 
than a nominal existence, has been 
lately re-organized, and held its> first 
semi-annual meeting on the 2Sd of 
March ult.- Among other resolutions 
which were adopted at that meeting 
was the following: 

" * Resolved, Jhat for the purpose 
of extending the benefits of Sabbath 
School instruction, the managers of 
this Union apply to the managers of 
the American Sunday School Union 
for the appointment of an agent to la- 
bour for one year in the county of 
Washmgrton or ebewhere, under the 
direction of the managers of this so- 
ciety ; . and that the society pledge 
themselves in dependence on God and 
the Christian liberality of ,the friends 
of the cause, to contribute towards 
his support an amount not exceeding 
400 dollars. And as a means of*car- 
lying this resolution into effect, it is 
reaommended that a box be placed in 
each school, to receive contributions, 
and that monthly collections be also 
tjiken in aid of this object.' 

" It will doubtless be acceptable to 
your Board to know that there appears 
to be a growing interest felt in this 
portion of the western community in 
favour of Sunday Schools. Experience 
and a more close personal inspection 
have ^convinced many who were here- 
tofore irtdiflTerentor sceptical, of their 
great practical utility. There are not 
wanting, indeed, some to awaken jea- 
lousies and sound the alarm against 
Sunday School unions as dangerous 
to our liberties ; but the people gene- 
rally, have too much intelligence and 
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sound mond feeling to be imposed 
upon by that, which the whole or their 
observation and. experience goes to 
contradict. The age is gone by, at 
least in this part of the country, when 
the people are to be arrested in their 
efforts to benefit the rising generation, 
by silly declamation about priestcrafts 
and the union of church and ataie. 
They know (for they witness it every 
week,^ that their children are taught 
the prmciples of the Bible in the Sun- 
day Schools; and these principles, all 
their past experience tells them, are 
the surest safeguard of their civil in- 
stitutions, and their only hope for 
eternity. Nor have they found their 
ministers to be less safe, nor more 
treacherous to their interests or those 
of their country, since they have been 
awakened to give an increased atten- 
tion to these nurseries of youthful in- 
telligence and piety. And even if 
they bad fears from this quarter, they 
would be allayed by observing the 
lar^e amount of cultivated talent, of 
enlightened piety, and devoted patriot- 
ism which, from different denomina- 
tion of Christians and different depart- 
ments in civil society, are united in 
giving increased impulse to this good 
cause; nor has it escaped the attention 
of the people in tbis region, that these 
noisy brawlers against Sunday-school 
instruction and the other benevolent 
operations of the present day, are not 
the men on whom their sinking coun- 
try could, in the hour of. her extremi- 
ty, fix her last hopes, with a full as- 
sumnce of redemption. For although 
we have few unbelievers in tlie Bible, 
we have hundreds and thousands who 
are destitute of all faith in the con- 
tinued prosperity, and ultimate safety 
of our country, if committed exclusive- 
ly to the control of the enemies of the 
Bible. For this, as well as other rea- 
sons, they see the necessity of patron- 
ising Sunday-schools. By their means, 
they hope to"see the principles of the 
Bible imparting Uieir healthful influ- 
ence to society; making men better 
citizens; more humble, peaceful, so- 
ber and industrious; filling up the 
measure of their duties in the stations 
where God has pladed them with 
greater fidelity, and a more conscien- 
tious jregakl to the authority of Him 
who ndcs in the heavens.' And above 



all, they hope that by their means, 
many will be led to the enjoyment of 
eternal life through the merits of their 
atoning Redeemer." 



▲N IKTBLLIOEITT CHBISTIAS 

Drained and educated in a Sunday- 
schooL 

We find in a foreign Magazine the 
following instance, of a highly inter- 
esting nature, the authenticity of which 
cannot be doubted. 

"It is the case of a young woman, 
whose parents neglected her, and 
whose means of ipsUuction extended 
not beyond the walls of the Sunday- 
school The statement of her feel- 
ings and religious experience, indc- 
l)endently of the pious and artless spi- 
rit which it breathes, wis written in 
language so correct and intelligent, 
that a doubt was naturally enough felt 
as to its being her own composition, 
until the minister, in whose service 
she is, assured us Uiat he could vouch 
for the whole having emanated from 
her pen without the assistance of any 
one, and, that it was written during 
her leisure hours. I send you, with- 
out her knowledge, an extract, which 
I trust may encourage our fellow-la- 
bourers to expect the fulfilment of 
that promise, "In due season ye shall 
reap if ye faint not" •« Let us tliere- 
fore be jiteadffist, immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
inasmuch as w.e see that our labour is 
not in vain in the Lord." 

"Having given myself up to the 
Lord Jesus, it is my earnest de- 
sire to give myself up to his people 
and to enjoy the privileges of those 
who are called by hb name. I was 
bom of parents, dreadful to relate, 
who were even destitute of the form 
of ^dliness; having no concern fbr 
their own souls, nor those of their 
children; I was indeed a child left to 
myself, to follow my own evil inclina- 
tions without any restraint, or ever be- 
ing told what an evil and bitter thing 
it is to sin against God. Such was 
my condition when it pleased God, 
who had purposes of grace and mercy 
towards me, to stop me in my career 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



166 Importance of Catechetical Scripture Instruction. June, 



of sin and folly in the eleyenth year 
of my age» by directing- me to the 
Sabbath-school connected with this 
place, and thus to pluck me as a 
brand from the bunung — Oh happy 
period! I can never express half the 
love and gratitude I owe to God, that 
he ever permitted me to enter — — — * 
Sunday-school; if he had not, I might 
still have been living without God and 
without Christ, and witliout hope in 
the world. I was in the school foUr 
vears, and it pleased God to command 
his blessing on the instructions I then 
received, so that they left an abiding 
impression upon my heart, whereby I 
was led earnestly to desire an interest 
in those bles^ngs which Christ died to 
procure — it was there I was taught 
the necesaty and usefulness of search- 
ing the Scriptures, and of private 
prayer, and while God was saying 
unto me in his word, Seek ye my face, 
he enabled my heart to reply. Thy 
face,0 Lord, will t seek. It was about 
two years before I left school that I 
began to pour out my soul unto Him 
who seeth in secret, and who hath 
promised that those who seek him 
early shall find him. Since that time 
the happiest moments of my life have 
been those spent in secret communion 
with God. I was very much impre^- 
ed by an address delivered by one of 
my teachers, from these words, * Re- 
member thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh whien 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in^ 
them." When I returned from school' 
I shut myself up where no eye was 
upon me but God's, and earnestly im- 
plored him to take possession of my 
heart, to be the father and guide of 
my youth, and not suffer' me to g^ve 
the best of my days to the service of 
sin. It shall not be said that praying 
breath was ever spent in vain; he hath 
made known unto me the wa^ of life, 
and given me a desire to live only 
unto him; but I felt that I had within 
nie an evil heart, prone to depart from 
God, and that when I would do good, 
evil was present with me — the more, 
I knew of my own heart the more I 
saw my own inability, to do any thing 
well-plea&nng to God. I was some 
time cast down under a deep sense of 
guilt in the sight of God, though I 



firmly believed what the Bible saith, 
that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I felt myself 
to be the chief; and that he is able as 
well as willing to save them to the ut- 
termost that come unto God by him; 
yet I could not feel that I was inte- 
rested in him; but b^ a regular attend- 
ance upon the pubhc means of grace, 
so far as niy station in life permitted, 
and diligent perusal of the words of 
God, my views of ssdvation by Je- 
sus Christ gradually became clearer. 
No sooner was I enabled to look quite 
away from myself and to rest simply 
and entirely upon Jesus — ^no sooner 
had I arrived by faith at the foot of 
the cross, than I felt the burden of my 
sins fall off— the mercy of God was 
more than a match for my heart. From 
this time my faith and hope was in- 
creased, and I was enabled thankfully 
and humbly to rest upon Jesus for 
salvation, and to receive him not only 
as my righteousness to justify me, but 
also as my sanctification to pUrify and 
cleanse me." 



lUPORTAirCB OT CATXCHEIpIGAL SCRIP- 
TURl IITSTRUCTIOW. 

The business of a Sunday-school 
Teacher, on the Lord's Day, should 
be to convey to the minds of the chil- 
dren the first principles of the doctrine 
of Christ. In attempting to do this, 
the catechetical mode of instruction is 
unquestionably the most effective. 

Where — asip Sunday-schools-^time 
is so precious, let us go at once 
to the fountain-head of divine know- 
ledge? Let the whole course of in- 
stnictions be strictly Scriptural. Let 
one of the Gospels, for example, 
be selected: then, the Acts of the 
Apostles: then, one of the Epistles. 
Let a chapter, or part of a chapter, be 
read by the class. Let the Teacher 
ask plain, clear, and pointed questions 
on each verse, as they proceed; and, 
avail himself of evei-y opportunity of 
an affectionate and earnest appeal to 
the conscience and ip the heart. I'he 
attention of the children will thus be 
excited, and their powers of mind will 
be called fqrth. Many will read and 
study the chapter previously at home. 
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and will cheerfully commit portions of 
the Word of God to memorjr. 

I do most cordially unite in recom- 
mending the formation of Bible Class- 
es to my respected brethren in the 
Christian Ministry. I unite in be- 
seeching them to make the attempt; 
not only among the lower order, but 
among all orders of the people of 
their congregations. It is desirable, 
in the highest degree, that the atten- 
tion of the young should be more ful- 
ly directed to the treasures of truth 
and wisdom contained in the saered 
volume. It is important that they 
should form the habit of searching the 
Scriptures, with daily diligence and 
earnest prayer.' ' It is necessary, in the 
day in which We live, that the gene- 
ral standard of Scriptural knowledge 
should be greatly elevated; and it is 
reasonable to expect, that the Minis- 
ters of the Gospel should take the 
lead in fiicilitating thb invaluable ac^ 
quisition. In proportion as general 
knowle<k;'e is extended thjcough.all 
ranks of society, it will become ne- 
cessary that the conveyance of scaip- 
TUBAi. knowledge from the pulpit 
should be more and more dbtinguish- 
ed by fulness, expUcitness, and sim- 
plicity. There will be an increasing 
demand for sense rather than sound: 
woasB will be valued only as the ve- 
hicle of TH017GHT. To ascertain the 
true meaning of the Word, God will 
be more than ever an object of desire. 
To elucidate, therefore, vath simplici- 
ty, to enforce with energy, and to ap- 
ply with fidelity, the truth Of God, 
must be the grand objects of our min- 
istrations. 



THE BIBLB AITD THE PBISONSB; 

Or a delightful insianee of the tidvan" 
tages to he derived from a serioiM 
perusal of God^s Word. (^From the 
Niamea Bible Soeiety*8 Report.) 

" You surprise me very agreeably, 
by your modest zeal to support the 
Bible Society," said M. Ravel, to a 
subscriber belon^ng to his Asso<» 
ciation; '*and I am bound to belie\re 
that it is a knowledge of the soul-en- 
livening contents of the Bible which 
attaches you to the cause." "Pre- 
cisely so,** replied the subscriber; 



<* and I ^11 inform you how that has 
taken place. 

" Under the late Emperor I was at- 
tached to the army; and being taken 
prisoner and carried to England, I 
was confined in one of the prison-ships. 
There, huddled together one above 
another, ilnd deprived of every thing 
that could tend to soften the mise- 
ries of life, I abandoned myself to 
dark despair, and resolved to make 
away with myself. In this state of 
mmd an Enghsh Clergyman visited us^ 
and addressed us to uie following ef- 
fect ; — * My heart bleeds for youi; loss- 
es and privations^ nor is it in my power 
to remedy them: but I can offer con- 
solation for your immortal souls; and 
this consolation is Contained in the 
word of God. Read this book, my 
friends; for I am willing to present 
everyone with a copy of the Bible, 
who is desirous to possess it.' — ^The 
tone of kindness with which he spoke, 
and the candour of this pious man, 
made such an impression upon me that 
I burst into tears. I gratefully ac- 
cepted a Bible; and in it I found abun- 
dant consolation, amidst all my mise- 
ries and distresses. From tluit mo- 
ment the Bible is become a book pre- 
cious to my soul; out of it I have 
gathered motives for rresig^ation, 
and courage to bear up in adver- 
sity; and I feel happy in the idea that 
it may prove to others \irhat it has 
been to me.*' 



SCBIPTUBX PBINCIPtES OP EDUCATieN. 

Speak ye the truth every man to hi* neigh- 
•ftottr.— Zech. viii. 16. 

Amon^ the fundamental principles 
of Christian education, are the princi- 
ples of truth. As the whole system 
of the world is si system of falsehood, 
a principle of delusion, so should the 
Christian fystem of education be a sys- 
tem of truth, a principle of reality, 
and that after the same manner: per- 
vading our conduct towards our chil- 
dren and before them, as well as di- 
recting their*s: pervading the instruc- 
tions they receive, the prospects set 
before them, the motives, ends, and 
aims by which they are incited; and, 
above all, their habit of life and con- 
versation. 
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And fint, I think it is essential that 
we always speak truth with our chil- 
dren: conveying our meaning as ex- 
actly and justly as we can do to their 
understanding; that tiiey may imbibe 
no false ideas, or as few as possible, 
from our discourse. I can think of 
no point in which this rule is of more 
importance, and less attended to, than 
in respect of the relative, importance 
given to the things of which we speak 
—the too much or too little consequen- 
ces attached to them. Every teacher 
may, I think, if watchful of his words, 
convince himself of inattention in this 
matter. In reproofe and admonitions, 
for example, does the child perceive 
a due proportion kept between what 
is offensive in the «ght of God, and 
what is merely unpleasing in exterior 
deportment towards our fellow-crea- 
tures? In our commendations, does 
the child perceive the due importance 
given to character and conduct above 
intellectual acquirements^ In both 
does he find a difference made — and 
that on the right side, for on the 
wrong, I fear, he finds it often — ^be- 
tween the &ults and the excellencies 
that will end with time, and those thaf 
affect our eternal interests? If he does 
not, he receives from us a false im- 
pression: v^atever good purpose we 
may have had, or may have accom- 
plbhed, we have not acted towards the 
child on a principle of truth: and we 
have probably confirmed the false es- 
timate of good and evil inherent in 
fidlen nature, and fostered by the 
whole system of human society, the 
most difficult of all things to unlearn. 
Again, in our mode of talkinp^ with 
children for their information or 
amusement, are we suffieiently care- 
ful that what we say be truth?, Truth, 
such as God sees it, without the de- 
lusive colouring the world has given» 
to life and deam„ and eveiy thing? 

That such is<not the common lan- 
guage of society those know well, 
who have made the effort to bring 
their language into conformity with 
their faith, by the difficulty that at- 
tends the effort. The lightness and 
indifference with which some will 
speak of sin who would not commit it 
— ^tiie disregard to Grod's sovereign- 
ty with which persons talk of the oc- 
currences of lite, who really do be- 



lieve that without Him not a sparrow 
falls, has often grieved and startled 
me; and when I have watched my 
own i|Fords» I have found they bore 
too much of the same character. But 
why should the children of the godly 
ever learn this &lse languid? Why 
not accustom them always to speak of 
things as we wish them hereafter to 
think of them? 

I think again, that all exap;eration 
should be carefully avoided m speak- 
ing with children, and that particular 
pains should be taken to repress it in 
them. It is^the first step towards di- 
rect Ijdngi and the habit of it deadens 
the sensibility to the beauty of truth, 
andto the turpitude of falsehood. This 
leads me to speak of the reading we 
make use of to cultivate and store th^ 
minds of children. 

Every one who has been engaged 
in education knows the difficulQr that 
attends this branch of instructioa. 
There is a sort of reading very com- 
mon and very inviting, which- 1 must 
tiiink to be contrary to the principles 
of truth, on which children's mmds 
should be formed. I do not in this 
censure include all fiction, or propose 
to deprive tiiem of their beloved story 
books. Far from it: our Saviour's ex- 
ample seems to me to set this question 
at rest, and to prove the legitimacy of 
using fiction for the conveyance of 
truth. Rightly used, it is a forcible 
instrument of good, especially to 
young and unformed minds. 

It is to be required, however, that 
the fiction do convey truth, and truth 
only: whereas in the common class of 
novels, and too many of our religious 
tales, the sentiment is as fictitious as 
the tale: the incidents not only never 
did happen, but never could, and ne- 
ver will; and if they did, the results 
would be very different from the 
winding up of the stwy. These fic- 
tions consequently convejr nothing to 
the mind cf the inexperienced, but 
what is false; false views, false expec- 
tations, false feelings, fiilse judgment 
of life and character, and a false esti* 
mate of religion, as it is manifested in 
the weakness of humanity: these are 
great evils. The misery and miscon- 
duct they lead to are incalculable. 
Writings of the class I speak of, bear 
no resemblance to the parables of 
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holy trrit: they are essential teuth: 
they are just relations of existent 
tUngs: they are unexagg^erated repre- 
sentations of reality, although them- 
selves not real. Fiotitious as a whole, 
they are true in eVwy part; and such 
should be eveiy thing we give chil- 
dren to read, whether in the form of 
instruction or amusemeiit 

And, finally, there is a truth in ac« 
tion, as well as'in conversation, that 
should be observed towards them; be- 
cause children receive their ideas as 
much from what they see as from* what 
they hear; .'and we should be careQil 
that our treatment be such as to give 
them just impressions of themselves, 
their condition, their prospects, and 
their responsibilities. — \Limd(m S. S, 
Mag.] 

aVSSTIOHS VOH SUl^DAT-BCBOOL TXACH- 
XBS. 

Did I bepn this work for the .glory 
of Ciod, and do I strive to carry it on 
in this sp]rit> . 

Was I ever made sennble of the va- 
hie of my own soul;- did.I ever consi* 
der its redemption-price, its duration,/ 
the sad consequegces of its loss, the 
unspealcable blessing of its .salvation?' 

Do I feel for the*sools of thechil- 
dren, as immortal, and in continual 
danger bf perishing? -. 

Do t bear them on my heart before 
QQd> :. 

Do 1 read the. Scriptures, hoar the 
word, meditate upon it, and mark 
providences for their sakes? 

Do I feel my continu^il need of the 
Holy Spirit's teachmgto enable me to 
instruct, and of the same divine influ- 
ence to enable the children to receive 
instruction? 

Do I strive to make them regard the 
word of God^a^ infallible andbtemal 
truth, by wjiich all opinion^ and cha- 
racters must be condemned or Approv- 
ed? 

Do I strive to give them siidi a. 
scriptural and experimental view of 
their own hearts,'as'may tend to bring 
down their pride .^ '. 

Do I strive to point them to Christ, 
as the gift of eternal love, the chief 
object of divine revelation, of the re- 
newed soul's desire, of the happiness 
• of the heavenly world? 

Vol. VII.— 2Sr 



Do I strive to represent Christ to 
them as possessed of all glory and ex- 
cellence in himself, and the only 
source of whaitever is good in any 
creature? 

AnvI<more desirous of drawing their 
aflfections to Christ tlian to mj-self? 

Do 1 remind them of the solemn ac- 
count they will be called to give for 
their present privileges ? 

Do I strive to make them sensible 
of the duties they owe to God, to mi- 
nisters, to parents, to teachers, and 
each other? , , 

Do I strive to make them sensible 
of the daifger bf . a soul at a distance 
from God, and of the encouragement 
given to those who se'ek'Him? 

Do I determine, patiently and per- 
severingly, to go on with my work, 
only desiring where I am wrong to 
be set right, though I should never be 
permitted to see 9ie fruit of it? 

Can I sincerely ^joice when the la- 
bours of others are blessed, rather 
than my own? 

While I am watching over the sotils 
pf others, do I take care not to neglect 
my own? — lb, . " 



TB9 cnrxsxiox betwxxh bujidjit« 
scboola and tub prospsbitt op 
chuistian cuubchss. . 

What is the- object of the Sunday- 
school teacher, which he desires to 
see, as the result of his efTbrts? His 
prayer is for success. And what are 
th^ nature and character of that suc- 
cess? They ai:er substantially the same, 
as the prosperity of the Christian 
church. If the conversion of sinners, and 
the increase of religious knowledge, be 
deemed the marks of prosperity in a 
Christian V^hurch ; so are they the in- 
dications of success in the operations 
of Sunday-schools. And should it not 
be equally the concern of a// the dis- 
ciples of Christ in the mctuary, as 
well a» the teachers, to lend the cause 
a helping hand? ' In reference to the 
institution, there are three things for 
which we could wish to see members 
of Christian churches holding them- 
selves responsible;— their prayers^^ 
their prtsence — and their property."^ 
though, we confess, we should enter- 
tain no fears respecting the latter, if 
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the two former were readily afford- 
ed.— ift. 



lUustraiive of the defective mode of 
Teadmig., 
Not long ago, tlie writer was called 
upon to examine a class of hjoys, who 
were in tlie Old Testament, and re- 
ceiving the instructions of a . very • 
worthy man. The first passage was 
upon the spread of the gospel in the 
latter days,. " Every valley shall be 
exalted, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low." The questions 
put were simply theiie, '." What is a 
mountain?" and «*What a valley?" 
and not a boy in the .class could answer 
either question, The replies were 
most ludicfQus. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the surprise and chagrin of the 
teacher, especially as equal ignorance 
was displayed with respect to the 
meaning of other words. He had.in- 
strvicted them diligently, but it had 
never struck him how possible it was 
for children to I'ead fluently without? 
reading intelligently. Such a case is 
by no means solitary, and the evil 
arises from theundue importance which 
is frequently given to the acquisition 
of the merely mechanical art of pro- 
nouncing words. 



HINTS ON DISCIPLINE, ' . 

For the conaidercUion of Parents and 
Sunday-School Teachers^ 

[From thfe Christian Observer.] 

We are the parents of several young 
children, and are anxious for their sal- 
vation. Not long since one of our lit- 
tle boys, went to visit* a veiy kmd 
friend who has been remarkably sue* 
cessful in the pious education of his 
family. We' were desirous to haye our 
friend's opinion of bur son. His lead- 
ing observation was, .tha;t the child did 
not show a cordial concern for his 
faults. Feeling the justice of this sen- 
timent, and our own experience, we 
requested him to tell us at length 
how, imder God's grace, this concern 
might be best excited; which drew 
from him the first of the following let- 
ters. We still e^cpressed doubts on 



the subject of correction by the rod, 
whether it should ever be used at all, 
or whether it should ever be used 
where some contrition has been alrea- 
dy produced by affectionate and seri- 
ous conversation. This procured us 
the benefit of the second letter. Hav- 
ing found these letteirs of considerable 
use in the religious eduaition of our 
chil^n, and having obtained permis- 
sion from our truly Christian friend to 
make them public, we beg leave to 
send -them to you, in the hope that 
you will judge them well worthy of 
insertion in the Christian Observer. 

"My dear Sir, 

" The subject on which you request 
my sentiments is one of the most im- 
portant in education. Without a cor- 
dial concern for a fault, no sound foun- 
dation is laid for its cure. Even if 
the parent looked no further than t?o 
worldly principles, to mere prudence 
and far character, this would be true. 
It is eminently and obviously tAie, 
wh'en the reference is to religion, and 
to God who searches the heart. With- 
out this cordud concern there can be 
no repfentance, and without repent- 
ance there can be heither forgiveness 
nor'the'Diinne blessing; and therefore 
all must be unsound, even if outward 
refonnation be pbtwned. I ought to 
apologise for repeatitig truths so fami- 
liar to you, as applied to adults, if not 
also as applied to- children, to whom 
they are equally applicable. It is 
their very high and fundamental im- 
portance and their not tneethag with 
due attention in education, even from 
very many religious parents, which 
induces me to state them. I too fre- 
quently see parents make the reforma- 
tion, of their children's faults a matter 
in which religion is scawjely, if at all, 
referred to; and Kttie or no appeal 
is directed to. the Wart and conscience. 
Thus morality comes to be considered 
as. consisting entirely (or nearly so) 
in mere outward observances: God, 
Christ, and the Holy Gftiost, are littie 
brought into view In the c6ursc of the 
child's daily conduct; and he gets 
into the habit of being satisfied with 
himself, if he does nothing contrary to 
rule, though his motives may not have 
been holy, and his heart may have 
been in a very different state. You 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1€30. 



HinU on Discipline, 



in 



could describe t04ne better than I to 
you, the evils of such a state, and the 
hardnen of conscience, and other fu- 
ture miseries threatened by it. 

*' The system here has been care- 
fully to counteract these evils, both 
present and futui*e, by doing our bjest 
to lead our. children to have God in 
all their thoughts, ai|d to habitual .dsd- 
ly repentance and tenderness of con-t ' 
science before him: — ^in short,, to that 
frame of mind, making proper allow- 
ance for their age, which is required 
in all of us by our Heavenly. Father. 
To this end we always endeavour, in 
correc^n^ a fault in a cliild) to have a 
right religious<view of it, and to give 
the child, |Murtly by precept and illus- 
tration, and "partly by sympatliy, a 
right feeling respecting it, as an of- 
fence against his Maker, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier. -It is too common, as 
you know, to cut short the notice of 
a fault. It is strongly blamed— per- 
haps the chHd undergoes some pun- 
ishment—perhaps he is threatened 
with severe punishment if he repeats 
. the fault: or perhaps he is required to 
say that he is sorry, and will not re- 
peat it* The parent is peremptory, 
the child is frightened, and all is over" 
in a very short time, without any 'use- 
ful impression on the child, except 
that he is less disposed to commit the 
outward act which had drawn upon 
him these animadversions. .. Mrs. — — . 
and If on the cOriirarj', endeavour to 
make every fault of our children .to 
be felt by them as an offence against 
God, and a sin to ,be repented of, and 
upon repentance, to. be pardoned 
through our. Saviour. We therefore 
carefully v guard against the child's 
think'mg that his fault is reproved as 
a peraonal offence against ouraelves. 
"We talk to him solemnly, but tender* 
ly; feeling.i^nd expressing much con' 
^erii that he has offended God; paint- 
ing the pleasure, with which his holi- 
ness would be received irr heaven, 
particularly by Christ, and the pain 
which his sin has occasioned. In short, 
we talk, with him, as ' with a friend 
with whom we tpnderly sympathize, 
while we feel that w^ have a right to 
command. We temper the ten-ors of 
the Lord with representations of his 
love and mercy: and we persevere in 
this course« till the child's mind ap- 



Eears humble and softened» and 
rought into such a penitent frame as 
God looks on with favour. The whole 
oftea ends . in a short, affectionate 
prayer of half a minute, or a minute, 
for pai-don and grace, dictated by our- 
selves, so far as the child's own 
thoughts will not of themselves sup- 
ply it. This process is never hurried 
over, nor is it over brought to a con- 
Qlusion before the end appears to be 
, attained) as nothing^ can be more im- 
pbrtant^ so nothing is suffered to su- 
persede or interrupt it. It is taken 
up very early, and is always accommo- 
dated in its different parts to the years 
and knowledge of tlie child. It aj)- 
pears formidable on paper; but it isv 
surprising how short, and even plea- 
sant it is, in all common cases, through 
its being commenced so eurly and ha- 
bitually practised. It has almost ban- 
islied punishment from our house, and 
has brought witli it various other good 
'consequences. I .need not say, that 
considerable discri\ninati6n and dis- 
cretion must be exercbed by the pa- 
rent. ^ Religion nfust be made to wear 
an amiable and endearing, as well as 
an awful countenance. The bruised 
reed must not be broken; the feelings 
must not' be excited beyond -what na- 
ture will bear; and if a storm of .feel- 
ing arises, it must be allayed without 
any improper indulgence, destructive 
of the effect to be produced. You 
will .see ' that sagacity and self-com- 
mand are wanted on the part of the 
Earent, for which he cannot hope, if 
e do not maintain an unruffled mind. 
" Holy things must always be ap- 
proached in a holy way. The Bible 
must never be read with levity and 
indifference^ Hymns, and the Gate- 
cjiism must never he jabbered over, 
nor repeated with that hard tone and 
, manner which bespeak an uncon- 
sciousness of their character. Re- 
ligion must practically be made the 
main-spring of life; >nd she must not 
only be so, but appear to be so, witli- 
out departing from her native modes- 
ty, and without losing dignity \fy the 
frequency of her introduction, or by 
the kindness with which she is invest- 
ed. You will be aware that difficulties, 
and very great ones, must be encoun- 
te;*ed, where, instead of habits of pro- 
per feeling and repentance on com- 
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mitting faults having been fonned 
from infancy, other habits have been 
formed. These difficulties are in 
their kind the same wliich clergy- 
men experience in bringing adults to 
repentance. In their degree they will 
be^ greater or l6ss according to cir- 
cumstanced. I had a child here for 
several months, some time ago, whom" 
I could never bring to a quite satisfac- 
tory state of mind on his committing 
faulty; owing, as I believe^ to the er-' 
rors of his previous education. Witl) 
our own children we never experienc- 
ed very formidable difficulties^ God 
be praised! His^ is the werk; but he 
makes great use of the instrumentality 
of parents, and g^ves, as I believe, an 
especial blessing to 'a well-directed 
early education. 

" With respeqt tcf punishments, our 
practice has b^en ;very generally to 
omit the employment of them altoge- 
ther, when- the child was brought to 
real repentance; but at any' rate to 
confine 'their, use on such occasions to 
strong cases, and then to employ re^ 
straints, and not corporal correction. 
But we have endetivoured to recall the 
child's , mind to -faults, fit)rt)' time to 
time, in a solemn but tender manner, 
that they might not slip out of his re- 
membrance; and especially at prayer 
time, and olhcr seasons when it ap- 
peared likely to be done with most 
effect. ' 

•* We have "been led to this course, 
partly by feeling, but it has accorded 
with our principles, as I will endea- 
v6ur to explain. 

*« The great and leading use of pun- 
ishment's (in the case or children at 
least) seems to be, to' humble the 
mind at the time of a fault, and pre- 
pare it fbr repentance; or, when in- 
flicted after a fault, to impress thfe 
fault more strongly on the memory, 
that repentance for it may be more 
abiding: and in both eases to deter 
from a repetition of the crime, through 
fear of "a. re petition of the suffering. 
Now though it has these uses, it has 
also evils attending it. The parentis 
temper is apt to be ruffled in inflict- 
ing It, and the child's to be soured and 
hardened in receiving it'; and the fear 
«f it is apt to lead to concealment and 
deceit in a child, iind also apt to turn 



his eyes too much from God to man, 
and m>m the spiritual to the temporal 
consequences of crimes. One would 
wish to lead a child to foster and che- 
rish the .l6ve of Christ, as the great 
constraining principle, in his bosom. 
Bndeavours to this end will be not a 
little counteracted by a system whidi 
draws his* mind habitually^ o(i the 
commission of faults, to human pun- 
ishments. > . 

** Viewing things in this light, we • 
loolt on punishment as never to be 
employed in Christian education, when 
it can be avoided; and we think we 
have found,, that, under the system 
I described in .my last Ijetter, for pro- 
moting true repentance in a- child, it 
may be avoideu with advantaee in al- 
most all cases, when, under that sys- 
tem, by the bles^fings 'of God, the 
mind is become ingenuous and the' 
conscience tender. In cases of obsti- 
nacy, whether it takes the form of vio- 
lence or sullenness; if candour and 
kiiidness, and solemn but calm repre- 
sentations, and a countenance and 
manner in the parent the very reverse* 
of that of the child, will not in some 
moderate time produce the desired 
effect on the child's mind (which they 
commonly will, after the system iji 
question has be^ followed for some 
time in a family;) punishment must be 
employed, but even in" this case it 
should be sparing and moderate, and^ 
inflicted gi-adually, so as to give time 
. to the chdd to recover itself from its 
fits of perverseness; and when its 
temper is altered and bends to the 
yoltfe, and gives place to contrition 
and docility, the punishment should 
cease. Then is the time for winning 
the child, by holy kindness, tempered 
by that mild solemnity which the oc- 
casion will inspire, to openness and 
candour, and a deep but not an ago- 
nising, impression of the evil of sin, 
and of* the love of Christ and \i\s readi- 
ness to forgive. Co'nsider how very 
ill a continuation of punishment would 
harmonize with the promotion of those 
filial aspirations to God and the Ite- 
deemer. • How would it operate in 
our own case? And how much more 
likely would it be to operate ill in 
that of a child, who, from his tender 
yeai-s, is so much more liable to have 
his mind and feelings engi^ossed by 
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any thing, wbiq^ Bko paniahroent» 
makes a strong impresnon on his out* 
ward senses? 

** I am sure we agree in placing the 
highest value on an affections.te and 
con^dental openness in children to- 
wards their parents. It is not only 
highly gratifying to the parents, and 
the natural expression and pledge, and 
nurse of filial esteem and love; but it 
is most closely allied to the proihotion 
of aU that is honest and ingenuous in 
thejchild, and with the checl^ng and 
subduing of all that is wrong, not only 
in his habits,^ut in his dispoation. I 
need not go int6 detail on these p<nnts. 
AH that 1 could say will present itself 
to your mind and feelings. I will 
merely draw your attention to two op- 
posite pictures^ which your own ima- 
gination will present to you in suffi- 
ciently vivid colours: the one, of a 
child who feels his parents to be his 
bosom friends — ^his wise but tender 
and sympathising guides through the 
snares and delusions of life; who, from 
feeling, as well as from a sense of duty, 
flies to them to disburthen his mind, 
both in his joy and in his sorrow; who, 
in hi» intercourse with them, endea- 
vours to follow in that Christian path 
in which they lead the way, to be of 
one heart and mind with tliem, and to 
• keep the unity of the Spirit ihthe 
bond of peace,' as with :dl his. fellow 
Christians, so emphatically with his 
first, best, and deak-est friends, his pa- 
rents. Contrast this sketdh with what 
is too often the scene even in reliffioQs 
families— distrust on the part of the 
parent; i*eserve, and perhapsalienation, 
on the part of the child, who, instead 
of sympathising (in the large sense of 
the word) wi£ his parents, hankers 
after companions of a very different 
sort, and enjoys himself most when 
furtliest from paternal observation. I 
have drawn- these outUnes strongly; 
but I arti sure you must have observ- 
ed different sliades of tl\ese characters 
among your neighbours, as you have 
])assed througli life. 

" Do not suppose, though we en- 
deavour to banish punishmcAit as much . 
as may be, that our system is one' of 
indulgrence. It is a maiil part of it to 
establish habits of I'esolute, though 
cheerftil, self-denial in all points in 
which duty calls for sacrifices. We al- 



ways hold up the principle of actiMf 
on grounds of right and wrong, uid 
not on those of inclination, except in 
points purely indifferent, whidi ate 
brou^^ within a narrow oompaas. 
Nothmg is ever granted to mere en- 
entreaty; and we have none of that 
begging and whining which shows 
generally a laxity of principle, and al- 
ways a defective ^stem of education, 
wherever it «s practised. 

'.' In th*is way we endeavour to pro- 
mote, in our own children, that < hard- 
uess' which all the soldiers of Christ 
raust learn to endure. But, tixen, 
-this plan is sweetened by as much af- 
fection, affability, cheerfulness, and 
desire to make 6nr children happy 
within the bounds of duty, as we can 
pour into it,' consistently with the 
great truth, which is of^eh inculcated, 
that neither man nor child must live 
for pleasure, but tliat his object and 
employment must be uxjrk — ^the work 
which God lias g^ven him to do; and 
a considerable part of which (espe^ 
cially in the case of a child) is to pre- 
pare for doin^' better work in future 
years." * 

EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPbNDENCE. 
BJKVIVALS. 

Extract of a letter from 'Act. Jaeob Sqdefif 
Correspoivling Secretary of the New-Hamp- 
shire Sabhath-School Union, dated H^nniker, 
N. H., April 2, 183a 

An interesting revival at Molmt Ver- 
non commenced in a Sabbath-school. 
The teacher first went round to in- 
vite children to the school, but their 
visit produced little effeCtl -They re- 
newed their efforts, and the Holy 
Spirit helped them. More than onu 
hundred new scholars entered one 
school m one. day-^and most of them 
over fourteen years of a^e. Many of 
them haye felt the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, and become apparently 
new' creMures. In a class of fifteen 
which 1 hear, most have been particu- 
larly awakened — several have become 
hopetiiUy pious, and two have pro- 
fessed religion. If we could have 
suitable persons to superintend our 
schools, and pious, able, and faithful 
teachers, they -might be greatly in- 
creased in number and interest. I am 
persuaded these schools are doing im- 
mense good.*?- jfi^an is becoming more 
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and mere embittered against them — 
and 18 employing bis servants to de- 
nounce them and all their friends. 
The more the Scriptures are studied 
and understood in Sunday-schools, 
the mpre^good will be accomplished, 
and the more will the enemy be vex- 
ed and defes^ted. We think .the 
** Vrdon Quetiunui*' excellent, and 
hope they will be used in nearly every 
school this season. 

Extract fiom a letter dated Marietta, Ohio, 
March 30, 1^. 

During the monUi of December, 
an unusual seriousness Was observed in 
the Bible Class attached to our prin- 
cipal school, and composed of persons 
between the ages of fifteen and twen- 
ty. A personal conversation Mrith 
each regular sittendi^nt * in the class 
(about fourteen in number) was im- 
mediately succeeded by deep convic- 
tion of sin in each individual, and the 
whok number have since professed a 
hope in Christ; and eleven- of them 
have joined the Cpngregatjonal Church 
in this place. 

The seriousness spread through the 
older classes in the school; so that 
at one time, it seemed as if the whole 
schoolwcre nnuch impressed, and on 
the ver}' point of becoming reconciled 
to God. Six or seven, in addition to 
the members of the Bible Class, mak- 
ing about twenty in all, have profess- 
ed a hope in Christ, among whom are 
three black girls. 

Personal conversation with the 
scholars, a faithful application of gos- 
pel truth to their consciences and 
neaits, and visiting them in the week 
for the purpose of conversing and 
praying with them, provided they 
have become sufficiently awakened to* 
admit of this course, have been the . 
means . most blessed with us, and in 
their own nature appear best calcu- 
lated to secure the blessing of God." 

C — : — , Ohio, MoKch 30, 1S30. 
Some tokens for g^d ^appear 
among us. At a special prayer meet- 
ing licld last evening, " in view of the 
solemn responsibihties of Sunday- 
school teachers, and for the purpose 
of imploring the out-pouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon tliem, and upon tlie 



souls of children," th.e church, though 
the evening was rainy, was thronged; 
and it was good to be there. 

A Sunday-school was organized 

about a year wnce in N r-, a town 

on the banks of the Ohio, by an agent 
of ours; "but it did not become aux- 
iliary in consequence of strong oppo- 
sition to the Jlmeriean Sunday-School 
Dhioti. It had little or no system — 
|>ecame feeble — and, during the win- 
ter was suspended. A few Sabbaths 
since, a person who was familiar with 
the true character of the Society, ex- ' 
plained what had seetaed objectiona- 
ble, and satisfied all parties who were 
present, embracing Baptists, Metho- 
dists, and Presbyterians. One hundred 
and seven clnldren's names were gi- 
ven to form a new school on the spot; 
and twenty-five dollars subscribed to 
pay the au»liary fee and procure a 
library, which was duly selected and 
sent. The old school was taken un- 
der the care of such of our brethren 
as did not choOseto attend the meet- 
ing of citizens. '^ 



POWERFUL imPLUBNCE 05 A LIBRABT. 

Extract from a letter dated •— , Ohio, March 

30, 1830. 

Since sending a library to N » 

(as mentioned above,) the interest ex- 
cited by it there was such, that those 
who did not choose to attend the pub- 
lic meeting, have found themselves 
obliged tp procure a library for iheir 
school; and they have purchased one 
to the amount of nearly thirty dollars; 
making, f(fr both schools, nearly sixty 
dollars worth of Sunday-school books 
circulated in that little village of 700 
inhabitants. 



£NC0URA6ISO FROSPF.CTS. 
Extraet fVom* the Report of the Franklin, 
(Warren County, Ohio,) Sunday-school, for 

1830. 

During the last year, forty-six scho- 
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Urs and-elght teachers have been add- 
ed to the school — ^m^ng a total of 
100 scholars, and 18 teachers; one* 
half of whQm have attended through 
the winter. " A library of 177 volumes 
has been procured through the agency 
of an agent of t^ie American Sunday- 
School Unioji, who, by his visit, gave 
a fresh impulse to the cause, and sti- 
mulating ua to persevere jui the good 
work. The pupils give generally good 
attention to the lessons, and ajppear 
much attached to the school— a good 
evidence of which is, that so man;y' at- 
tend through the winter, in -all kinds 
of weather: rsun and mud, snoi^r and 
cold, to assemble in our open, large, 
and uncomfortable house, to receive 
instrueUon. We have adopted the 
Union Questions- 



U-XF^ITHrUX . TBACSB&a.' — ^IKFOBTAITT 
HIHTS. 

Bxtract from the Report of the Raldgfa (N. C.) 
^uiklfty-SchooI Union. 

The following facts, showing the 
results of unfaithfulness and irregu- 
larity on the part of teachers may be 
useful. One of our teachers who had 
a class of nine, was, from the first of 
his connexion with the sbhool; vety 
irregular inr his attendance; and be- 
fore the expiration of the season left 
entirely. Six of hia cla^s -soon with- 
drew froni.the school; four of them 
will probably never return; the other 
two iave recently been induced to re- 
turn. ■ The three who remained had 
for some years been connected with 
the school^-and perhaps to that cir- 
cumstance may be attributed their re- 
maining, while the others left. 

Another class of eight had succes- 
sively, in the first hsilf of the yeai^ 
three different teachers — each was de- 
ficient in punctuality, and each be-, 
came weary and left. But two ivho 
were of that class remain; -and, as' in 
the other instance, they had been- 
connected. with the school several 
years and seem attached to it. 

Throughout the summerj^ it was a 
most striking fact, that those classes, 
which had regular and punctual teach- 
ers, were weU attended, while the 
absentees were almost without ex- 
ception, fromv those classes whose 



teachers were irregular in their at- 
tendance. 

We see our error in dividing the 
school, in the early part of the year, 
into too numy classes', and accepting 
many as teachers who were not able 
to attend regularly, and others who 
were unqualified, not from actual 
want of information, but from levity 
of disposition, and entire destitution 
of those principles which would make 
them attentive, patient, and self-deny- 
ing. The latter, instead of bemg 
assistants, were hin^nces* to those 
who were striving to go forward with 
" an.eye single to the glory of God;" 
and their influence upon the school 
was felt to be most injurious to its 
order and seriousness; nor did it termi- 
nate with the period of their voluntary 
withdrawment. The effects are still 
felt; for even n6w, by fer the largest 
proportion of those at present irregu- 
lar m their attendance as pupils, arc 
from those, classes which were assign- 
ed to the teachers to whom allusion 
has been made. We hop^e to profit 
from' our past experience in this one 
particular; and feel that we must not 
again seek the uncertttin good of those 
who have attained to years of some 
maturi^, at the eertmn sacrifice of the 
good of the children who come \q us 
for instruction. 

Of the.two evils, shutU classeii with 
a number of incompetent, unsuitable 
teachers, and large classes With a few 
regular, faithful teachers, we are satis- 
fied the last is the least; and that a su- 
Eerintendent should feel at perfect 
berty to decline the services of those 
wiio come for their own "pleasure to 
pass off the Sabbath, or to spend Vipart 
of tfie hours of Sunday-school in soi 
cial intercourse with some acquaint- 
ance they may. (here meet. Yea, 
more; the superintendent should not 
only feel at liberty to decline their 
services, but ahould remember that he 
has to answer for all that is pernicious 
in , their influence; if, knowing^ their 
character, he invites them to join the 
school, or if, after their connexion 
with the school^ he shrinks from inti-> 
mating, by word or mannei*, that he 
does not wish their assistance. 

P. S. In reply to the note to "de- 
linquent auxiliaries," contained in the 
April number of the Magazine, w<5 
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would My, €nt the last year we re^ 
ceived your cireukr after our report 
was made and forwarded; and that 
this year we hare been waiting in ex- 
pectation of receiving another circular; 
that alhided to as havii^ been sent to 
ausdliaries last October, we hare not 
recdrcd^ 



Bimis or AvxiuAuxs. 

We have copied this postscript at 
at length fer the purpose of exempt- 
ing our Raleigh fKends from any im- 
putation of delinquency;, and also for 
the purpose of justifying a remark or 
two on the general subject . 

Our Union is dengned for the com- 
mon good of the members of it. Ko 
complaint has been made of ]the terms 
on which the privileges of auxiHary- 
diip are secured, 'and those privileges 
are, in most instances, considered im- 
portant. One of the mutual benefits 
wttchwere expected to flow from 
this Union was, that /i medium of com- 
munication would be formed, by ineatis 
of which infortnation and encourage- 
ment might be continually reciprocat- 
ed, an4 a bond of sympathy and co- 
operation be secured, which would 
give strength, aiid confidence, and ef- 
ficiency to the measures of tiiose who 
are connected by ft. To produce such 
desirable results, the Union must be 
preserved with caf-e, and every rea- 
sonable efibrt made to strengthen and 
enlarge it. If it is worth preserving 
at all, it is worth preserving entire, 
and with all its advantages. Our aux- 
iliaries must be Willing to own their 
relatioi\ to' us, and if we ask. after 
their welware anhuaUy, they must npt 
take oar inquiries pet^hly, nor feel ^ 
as if an answer <to them was a mere 
matter of form, to be attended to or 
not, as the humou^ of the moment in- 
clines them, A deliberate and solemn 



engagement is made by eveiy auxifia- 
ry, as binding as a written contract be- 
tween individuals. . The substance of 
it is, that if they may be allowed a cer- 
tain sum in the form of discount on 
books, they will send to the Parent 
Society an annual report. Every aux- 
iliaiy is bound, therefore, by its own 
stipulation to furnish an annual report 
of its progre^ &p*, without Bjky inti- 
malapn from the Parent Society; and 
neglecting to do so, is certainly g^ty 
of a violation x>{. its contract. But as 
i tibiose ausliary reports are necessary 
to the preparation of a satisfactory re- 
port on the progress and^condition of 
all the Sunday-schools in its^ conpex- 
ion, the PaswQt Society issues an an« 
nual Cbcular, suggesting certain in- 
quiries, to which, more especially, an- 
swers are desirable. In order to'have 
any thing like syBtem, however, a list 
of. auxiliaries is kept with the name 
andremdence of the person, to whom 
communications for that auxiliaiy may. 
he. addressed. And our readers would 
scarcely credit us, if we should state 
how much labour and- expense has 
been incurred to make and preserve 
that list correct. It is, evidently, of 
importance, that this concert or co- 
operation should be mamtuned. The 
advantages of it are inestimable. We 
cannot preserve it, however, but by a 
preservation of tiiat intercourse and 
mutual borrespondence which an' an- 
nual report opens; for the circulation 
of our periodical pubUcations among 
our ausliary schools, is so exceetfing- 
ly limited as to afford no facilities of 
thisnaturcr. 

We have known and felt so much 
on this subject that we speak confi- 
dentiy. A connenon with a distant 
Society, whose plans and opccatioBS 
are all on an extensive scale, is scaree- 
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ly realized by a sufoardi^ate member, 
unless it is called ti^ mind, once a year, 
by the inquiries of the former into the 
pro^ss and prospects of 'the .lat- 
ter. And an auxiliary in some re- 
mote place, is often excited to new 
effort, by finding' that its relationship 
to the general Union is remember- 
ed with interest, and regarded as 
important. It is pleasant to feel that 
our doingsare of consequence enough 
to be watched^ and of ihterest enough 
to- excite inquiry— and our' circular 
correspondence is designed to pro- 
duce this feeling.- * , ' * 

To have this correspondence satis- 
factcffy to either, mde^ great accuracy 
is lYecessary, in stating the name- of 
the school, or Union, or Society — ^the 
nKme of its secretkry or other officer 
to be addressed j and his residence. 

The precise name of the Society 
(^hich is always |;iyen to it in its by-. 
law^) should b^ stated, with ^h^ ple- 
ase name of the parisl>, town, county^ - 
and state where it is situated, and the. 
name and residericie of the officers to 
be addressed; wrUtenin a plain hand: 
and all this should 'be done when- ihi 
dppUeaiiqn to become auxiliary- is 
made. This lajbeginnin^ right, at least. 
And then,, if the officer to be ad- 
dressed leaves the office, the first duty , 
of his successor should be to notii^ 
the Parent Society of the chang6.* 



* It is obvious that the same duties 
are incumbent on schools' and associa- 
tions, which are connected with our 
auxiUaries, as our auxiHaiaes t)w& to 
US; and we are persuaded -that* no 
mer,e external- ^eaiis.wpuld so ejifec- 
tually tend to the preeervatipnand-ex- 
tension of the ble^ings of Union, gs a* 
due observance Of those engagements 
$nd obligations jnta which every Sun- 
day-school, connected with an, auxilia- 
ry society, is supposed to enter. 

Vol,' VII.— 23 



The difficulty in the Raleigh case, 
has arisen wholly from some inadvert- 
ence in one or more of these particu- 
lars. We are gratified, however, to 
find that such just views are entertain- 
ed by the officers of the school at Ha- 
leighy and that, without a circular, 
they have been willing to contribute 
'.ima form 90 intelligent, interesting, 
and acceptable, ^0. the commort fund 
of observation and exjierience. 

" " eOOD, EVil, AWOKEN OF." 

Eheneburgh^XPa.,) Ftb, 1830. 
One circumstance.took place among 
us within the last year, which, per* 
haps, may not he unworthy of notice. 
.In April or May, we had a.smali sup- 
ply of new bopfe^ and among them 
twelve copies of the IMon Quutions, 
The teachers and scholars, with a very 
few exceptions, were highly pleased 
with them, and beg^n to study them. 
The school appeared to be reviving. 
Special meetings were observed -hy 
the teachers and others^ in order to 
form suitable answers to thequestions. 
But sOoQ the,4Ciy was rused^ that we 
taught geography to ouc scbolaf^ on 
the Sabbath. It became necessary to 
drop the book, and it was with som^ 
difficulty, that some of the classes- 
could be permitted to l»y. it aside for 
peace sake. ' 

WORTHr TO^BK IMITATED. 
Extinct from the' Repo^ of the Richmond and 
' . ItAtochestar Suiiday-&chool Oiiion. 

, One of ,oUf' schools is . located in a 
poor and destitute neighbourhood, 
whereteachere have to contend with 
ignorance and 'inattention on the part 
of 'parents and children^ and where 
their . self-deiyringf exertions will he 
comparatively unnoticed by the world. 
This or some bth«r caQse, has, during 
theyekr, kept the 'school in great 
want of teachers, while many oftho.se 
who bad been- connected witli it, by 
their irregularity, have done the school 
ainanifest injury.' During the three 
first quarters, this .irregularity was 
justly complained of hy the superin- 
tendent, on whom devolved, in. some 
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cases, the care of from two to four 
classes, in addition to his own dcKi^a 
and those of the secretary. 

" The scholars (particularly the fe- 
males) have received some benefit 
from tile instruction given; they draw 
with nu^ch eagerness their library 
books every Sabbath, and these books 
are very generally read by the parents 
and friends of the ficbolars, and are 
doing much good in the neighbour- 
hood of the school." 

Assuming the census of 1820, as a 
very moderate estimate for the pre- 
sent population 'o£ Richmond, we find 
it contains 12,046 souls* including 
2521 whites under 16 years of* age? 
allowing two-fiftlis of this number to 
be, from their ages; unsuitable for 
Sabbath-schools, ^there remains about 
1500 of a proper age, and of this num- 
ber only 800 are. in regular attend- 
ance, leaving, at what is considered a 
low estimate, 400 who- attend irregu- 
larly, and 300 totally destitute of that 
instnyction which God has >60 ti^gulae- 
ly Messed;- and not only destitute of 
. wholesome instruction, but in" very 
many cases, daily exposed to the in- 
fluence ot' tlie most pernicious princi^ 
pies and example?. 

To brii)g these children into the 
Sunday-school, would require 116 
faithful, s,elf-denyiQg teachers, besides 
the proper officers, who would be 
willing to go to our suburbs and other n 
destitute parts of the city, and estab- 
lish schools in the immediate neigh- 
bourjiood.of the children. This can 
be done,; and C.hristians in Richmond 
must determine whether^ they will 
stand idle and' see so much . moral 
waste around them; 6r whether,- in the ' 
spirit of kindred institutions,^ thfey 
will in the stren^h of the Lord of 
Hosts, re«61ve that every child within 
our bounds,, of a suitable age,)5Aa// be 
broiiglit into the Sunday-school, if a 
faithful, self-denying use of means 
yill adcompFish the very d^i^irable ob- 
ject. Richmond nurnbei^, professors 
of religion enough, and, to spare, for 
the accomplishment of si^ch a work. 

" Resohedi That the pastors of the 
churches connected witlv the Union, 
be requested to make a call for suita- 
ble persons not now connected with 
Sunday-schools, to come forward and- 
report themselves as ready to engage 



in the work, and that the Board of 
Directors be requested, when circum- 
stances justify it, to take the necessa- 
ry stfeps. for establishing Sunday- 
schools in destitute neighbourhoods." 



WIITTXR SCHOOLS. OHJECTIOKS.— 

' CHARACTER OF BOOKS. 
ExtTMC fh>in ft letter from the Superintendent 
of a Sunday<«ehool, dated Panville, VennU- 
lion Co.,iUinois, March 1, 1830. 

I have made it a rule to give some 
important Scripture question,, to be 
answered on the next Sabbath after 
by the whpl^ school, with, not more 
than four, nor le^s thai\ two Scripture 
answers. I have se^n many from 15 
to 20 years old, inquiring and search- 
ing for answers to the question,, that 
never have been engaged in such. re- 
searches before. I think the winter 
season is much the best to engage th^ 
attention of large scholar^. One or 
two of our teaphers have requested 
the scholars to attend with them one 
evening in a week.- ^ Veiy few in this 
plkce had ever been' in a Sabbath- 
school before I came to this country; 
and some had not even heard of one. 

i wiirgive yoH a sketch, of the diffi- 
culties and objections arising in this 
section of country against Sabbath- 
schools. One is, thajt it is a specula- 
tion'; another, that sectarian princi- 
ples are taught; and that many of the 
books are nctiotij; especially the one 
entitled ** Ruth Lee.f In making out 
our ordef, you will please to send us 
as many books that are true as possi- 
, sibrle, even if you should' Sjcnd some 
other books in place of those we have 
sent for. This Board lias. the most en- 
tire confidence in the nteasures and 
character of the American Sunday- 
Schodl UYiion. 



KATURS pP MISSIONART SERVICE. 
Exthiet from a letter received fifim one of oar 
. Alusiqnaries, dated America, Alexandria Co., 
IlKiyua, March 24, isso. 

The roads havebeen very bad for the 
last fortnight, and my horse has been 
sick, yet 1 have not lost a single day; 
in three instances,- I' have rode ten 
mUes where the mud and water were 
more than knee deep almost every 
step of the way. I ^was obliged to 
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jiwim one considerable stream T Muddy 
River) in Jacksoa Gounty, when my 
horse was hardly able to travel, bot 
the JLord kindly preserved my life and 
my health, so that I experienced no 
ill eiTects from being, wet. My .horse 
is fast recovering. I am very happy 
in my work, except wbealsee men 
rejecting the richest blessings which 
God can bestow in this life. It is my 
constant desire to <* labour and strive'^ 
foi: the cause of truth, that I may at 
last stand approved at the bar of God. 
I am daifly more and more convinced 
of the necessity of Christians praying 
more earnestly for the blessing of 
God on Sunday-schools. 



fiABAT EFkxCTS FaOM IITTLK CAUStS. 

Buffcdo, (M Y.) March 16, 1830. 
■ In rather an obscUre part of the 
county, within the past year, where a 
small Sunday-school .had been recent- 
ly form^fl) I understand several con- 
versions of adults hiave occurred, 
whose, convictions.^ resulted from the ( 
perusal of some: small Sunday/school 
books and| tracts^ which were sent to. 
them from a few .individuals' here; 
and we frequently h^ai:circumsfaiKes 
which encourage the hearts of such as 
feel at all, and m^ke them fear to go 
back, even though their way. appear 
to be hedged about witi^ difficulties. 



TXACHERS AND AGENTS. 

• Teachers must become more holy 
* and more like their Lord and Mast(;;r. 
Then they will perform their duties 
with more fidelity and success., The 
whole church must be waked up to 
this glorious ' enterprise, and* men of 
the right stanip employed to give their 
personal attention as agents to form 
and superintend schools; Young mi- 

N ISTSaS IN THEIB TRAINING SHOULD 
HAVE THIS SUHJjBCT BAOUGHT MORE. 
D18TINCTLT TO THEIR YIEyP*, AND ITS 
IMPORTANCE SHOULD B"E" URUED tTPON 

THBttf.* The American Sunday-School 
Union should use ipore care in the se- 
lection of agcnls. Ail inexpeHenced,' 



* See a suggestion on this'' subject 
in the present Annual Report. 



inefficient man, is an injury to the 
cau9e, and throws impediments in the 
way of a successor, however well he 
may be Qualified. — South Carolina 
Sunday-School Union, 



IM?R0VXMXNli? OF TEACHfiRS. ' 

We have very few teachers well qual- 
ified in every respect for their work — 
some hardly tolerably so. I mean male 
teachei*s particularly. I tiiink stated 
and frequent n^eetings of teachers for 
.prayer, free conversation, and mutual 
or pastoral e;xiimiriation upon the ap- 
pointed lesspns, must have a beneficial 
tendency i-^iyiw/ott S, School Union. 



useful:^'ess of this magazine. 

Walthourvilie, near Miceboroughf 
(Geo.) JtfopcA 23, 1830. . 
Our eflTorts to promote its (Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Teacher's Maga- 
>ine) circulation have proved abortive; 
but we shall not cease to recommend 
it as a work in every way calculated 
to qualify for their arduous undertak- 
ing the Sunday-school teacher, and 
all who are 'engaged jn educating souls 
for eternity. The Sunday-School 
Monthly Concert of Prayer is regular- 
ly observed, /and a collection taken 
up; and we are indebted to the Sun- 
day-School Magazine for much of the 
interest with which this meeting is at- 
tended; and there are few, perhaps, 
who will not admit that they are al- 
ways edified by ,the excellent matter 
it contain^. . , 

' MISSIOyARX LABOUR. 

Thie amounjt of goo4 wliich may be 
effected by the labours of a devoted 
missionary is incalculable. In Novem- 
ber last, the Sunday-schools jn Savan- 
nah sent out. ah agent. In less tlian 
six months he established 18 schools, 
containing 480 scholars, from six to 
fifty years old. The greatei* part are 
young men and women; in some 
schools there are children and parents, 
and in one, gi-and-parents; their pro- 
gress is almost incredible. Many who 
did not know their letters when they 
commenced, now enjoy the privilege 
of reading the word of God for them- 
selves. By the assistance of another 
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a^ent sent out by the American Sun- 
day-School Union, a County Union 
has been formed embracing eight 
schools. 



dsath of a tbachkr. 
We have sustained a loss in the 
death of Mss It, A, Dumcody, which 
seems irreparable. Possessing judg- 
ment far above her yearsi she was al- 
ways the first to contrive and suggest 
plans for the improvement of our, 
school, and when she decided on any, 
they always proved to be the most ef- 
ficient. She was taken away in the 
bloom of her youth and the morning 
of her usefulness.-v Having prepared 
herself for more activity in the cause 
in which she was* enlisted, by visiting 
various religious institutions at the 
north, and obtaining much information 
on the subject of Sabbath^chools, the 
interests of which engaged the warm- 
est feelings of her heart, sh« had but 
just returned home when the disease 
seized~her, and sl^e was removed .froiri 
this scene of trials. Her steady, unos- 
tentatious, piety was known to all who 
associated with her. Sbi^ seemed-fully 
prepared for the invitation, "Come 
up higher;" and without doubt, she 
now swells the choir of angels around 
the Redeemer's Undone. 



DEATH OF A TEACHER.' 

During the past year, one of the fe- 
male teachers attached to St, George's 
Episcopal Church, has gone to render 
her account. She was ei^ht yeai^d a 
scholar, and fou a year before her 
death iv zealous teacher. During a 
painful and.protraicted^illness, she gave 
the most satisfactory evidence of. real 
piety, and left this world with a joyful 
hope of a glorious Tesurrection. — He- 
port from iSfikbaih'Sckool Union of the 
District of Columbia and Us vidnHy. 



MISSIOlTAnT COSTRIIHJXI'OX. 

, In the tnxmth of January last, we 
(Christ' Church (lipiscopalj Sunday- 
School. Georgetown;) proposed to the 
scholars to forma Missjonai^ Society, 
to which they cheerfully consented. 
Many of them agi:eed to appropriate 
the money given them for the pur- 
chase of toys, &c. to this object. 



Some, whose circumstances were such 
that their teachers said nothing ti> 
them on the subject, begged that they 
mi^ht also be allowed to contribute 
their mite to the cause. We do not 
expect to be able to ndde mUch forthe 
missionary cause; -but , if iwe can train 
up these children in habits of self-de- 
nial, and* kindle in their young hearts 
a feeling of sympathy for those who 
are perishing without the light of the 
gospel, our object will be accomplish- 
ed. ' : 



' REMARKABLE R£WABD< 

Springfieldi fVashington Coiinfy, ICen- 
tucfcy, . 
Ao attiempt.was made in June 1836, 
to establish a school in this place. 
Few could be induced at first to offer 
as teachers or scholars, but those few 
went on persevieringly in the discharge 
of their duty; but one Sabbath having 
since intervened without the school 
being regularly bpenfed. A gradual 
increase of teachers and scholars wte 
the result, untiil it embl-aces almost all 
the children in the place. About 
twenty-five persons have been con- 
cerned as teachers since its comnaence- 
ment', but one of whom Was a profes- 
sor of religion' at that time, and but 
one of ail that have been thus con- 
cerned is now a non-professor * Many 
of the scholars have also made a pro- 
fession oi religion, and are now mem- 
bere .of the church. Teachers and 
scholai's are alive to the discharge of 
their duty, and hurry to the school 
with delight. So great has been the 
exertion of the scholars, that a num- 
ber of the parents have l^een compel- 
led to remonstrate witli the teachers.to 
liave the children restricted in their 



TE SHALL KNOW THEM ^T THEIR 
FRUITS. 

Among the blessed effects which 
are very much to be attributed to the 
salutary influence of Sabbath-school 
instruction on the minds of children 
and parents, we may mention the fol- 
. lowing:— Previous to the organization 
of one of our. Sab bath-schools in 1825, 
the place Was a moral waste. Parents 
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and children w6re living whoHy re- 
gardless of the t)bligations of the gos- 
pel—the Sabbath was only known as 
a day of licentiou8nes»--intempe- 
rance, profanity, and their kindred 
vices reigned almost without control. 
Now the scene is changed. The^ Sab- 
bath is respected— family Mrorehip in- 
stituted, and the ordinances of the 
gospel administered. A neat building, 
sufficiently large to accommodate the 
neighbourhooo^ has been erected for 
public worship. A Sabbath anA da^ 
school are supported; and, > what is 
better than all, the Lord has blessed 
these efforts to the conversion of souls. 
Fifteen persons have been baptized 
and added to the ch«rch — ^twelve of 
these are heads of &milies, and three 
young persons .members of the Sab- 
bath-school : one -a, teacher and two 
scholars — the latter' are sisters; and 
previous to their conversion were Ro- 
man Catholics, and consequently, for- 
bidden to attend the Sabbath-school. 
Since* joininpf the church, their mo- 
ther, it is etSdf has abandoned them; 
but they can say, "When my father, 
and my mother forsake me, then the 
Lord will take me up**— as they have 
been suitably provided for. — [Reptirtof 
l?ie Sabbath^Sehool Association of first 
Freshtfterian Church; Washington.] 



TEMPBttANCE. 

We have recently been attettiplirig 
to effect something in behalf of the 
tempenCnce cause in our Sabbaths 
schools. From the pernicious example 
of parents, a number of the children 
belonging to our schools, were fast 
contracting a habit of tippling, that^ 
if not speedily chfecked, would have 
soon tnade them confirmed drunkards. 
Something must be done, and that 
quickly, to arrest this destructive vice. 
The friends of Sabbath-schools in our 
country, are little aware of the vast 
number of children belonging to 
them, who, from example and educa- 
tion, are in the high way to ruin from 
intemperance; nor are they aware of 
the vast counteracting influence that 
this horrible vice exerts' in Sabbath- 
school instruction, i am not exagge- 
rating, when I assert that one-half of 
it is lost from this cause.— ii. 



iirTXRXtTnra lbttsk. 
Condersport, (Pa.^) April 3, 
Lately a few friends have organiz- 
ed themselves into a Sunday-School 
Union,- under very discoui-ag^ng cir- 
cumstances. Not more than four or 
five appear to be steadfast in the 
work. It is two Sabbaths since we 
commenced a school, and the proba- 
ble number of scholars that will attend 
constantly is about fifteen, and per- 
haps, three or foul* teachers, who are 
professora of religion. A few tracts, 
a question bpok, with some Bibles 
and Testaments, constitute our whole 
library — whence y<Ju will infer that 
favours of this kind from you, will be 
gratefully accepted. Our teachers 
meet monthly for prayer, and to throw 
in their mite. There is no clergyman 
within twenty-five miles of us. We 
feel ourselves a little feeble band loca- 
ted in the wilderness, aAd with much 
to retard our progress; yet we are 
taught not to despise the day of small 
things. . We wish to become au^liaiy 
to your Society, and request you to 
forward to us such books as you may 
think proper for us, and also give di- 
rections for sending our-funds to you, 
which will be but about two dollars and 
fifty cents at present. We^eel thank- 
ful for the favour yt>u were plbased to 
grant us by sending your circular, and 
solicit further fiivour and instruction. 



A Sabbath-school book cannot be 
made too simple. Yet most of our wri- 
ters seem to think, that simplicity and 
perfect intelligiblenes$ «re inconsist;ent 
with good taste, than which ^ greater 
error never existed to spoil an other- 
wise good book. — [Maine Sunday- 
School (fnlpri .Report. ] 



We have bee.n encouraged and aid- 
ed by two moAers in Israel, who ap- 
{)e^r anxiously-desirous of giving their 
ast labours to this cause of the Re- 
deemer, One of \ our most zealous 
teachers is a niother, who comes two 
miles accompanied by five children. — 
{Ddhvilk Female Sunday-School] 

A woman who did not know her 
letters, and never attended public 
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worship, on hearing her little daugh- 
ter (one of her few children) eleven 
yean of age» read the Scriptures and 
books from the Sabbath-school libra- 
jy, became concerned — applied to 
one of the superintendents to learn 
her privately to read. She is now 
engaged and anxious to get instruc- 
tion. She can spellji and we hope, will 
soon be able to read. We have rea- 
son to believe that the books taken 
home by the children and read in the 
families, have excited in the minds of 
tnany adults, a strong desire to learri 
to read. Eight have attended our 
common school thrpu^h t^e winter- in 
this village.— i^xw/«/iSbw(foy-acAoo/ 
in Alexandria^ Fa.] 



A SUMMARY OF BIBLICAL AN- 
TiaUXTlES; 

Compiled far ike use of Sunday-School 
J^dierSi and for the benefit of fa- 
miUee. By JoHir W. Neviw, late 
Assistant Teacher in the Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Princeton. In twb 
volumes. Embracing notices of Na- 

. tural History, with Domestic and 
Political Antiquities. Revised and 
Corrected by the Author for the 
American Sunday-Schoc^ Union. — 
American Sunday-School Union, 
Philadelphia, 1830. pp. 288 and 
2r5. ■ 

For the Ainerican Sunday School Magazine. 

Apart from the eternal importance 
of the subject, the study of the Bible 
is one of the most decidedly interest- 
ing occupations in which we can be 
engaged. The book is 90 unique, and 
there is about it such a singular charm, 
tliat it is impossible to sit down to its 
pemflol without becoming deeply in- 
terested: if in nothing else, at least in 
the simplicity of its stories — the gran- 
deur of its style — ^the apparent fidelity 
of its biographical notices-^the pathos 
of a number of its illations, and the 
exquisite character of its poetry. But 
all these are minor considei;ations. 
By the individual at all seriously 
disposed, it is received as the au- 
thorized communicaticin of the will of 
God to man, and of the ways of God 
to man, so far as it was proper for man 
to be acquainted with them. It .fol- 
lows from all this, that, to the indivi- 



dual who may desire to search after 
truth, the Bible will be studied as the 
Book of all Books. As " whatsoever 
things are written'' ih the Bible, ** are 
written for our Teaming, that we, 
through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope;" there 
is nothing connected with a serious 
study of the Bible which does not, in 
some mekuiure, partake of the interest 
of the volume itself. And «ince, in 
the wonderful t»rovidence of God, the 
Holy Scriptureaf are made the "guide 
of youth," as well as of the hoary head, 
books have tnultiphed^ in order to fa- 
cilitate the full comprehension of the 
Bible, in all those purposes which aire 
only indirectly connected with its 
grand original design— 'the salvation Gf 
the souls of men. For all the pur- 
poses of man's salvation, the Bible has 
within itself all that/ it is necessary 
either to believe or to do, and there^ 
fore needs' no adjunct, so far as its im- 
mediate saving infloence upon the 
heart is concerned. Applied by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spir^ 
"the law of the Lord js perfect, con- 
verting the soul — ^the testimony of the 
Lord IS sure, making wise the dim- 
ple." This n^ust always be borne in 
mind.' 

But the evidence which goes to 
support the Divine authority of the 
Scriptures, and tbe^ elucidation of a 
great deal of its meaning, are things 
connected with a Variety of circum- 
stances which the. Bible itself does not 
furnish, and which, it is plain, it could 
not furnish without entering at once 
into all the ramifications of Geography, 
and History, and Philosophy, and the 
Arts. For the elucidation, therefore, 
not of the docti'ines directly, but of 
the factSvof the Scripture, it is neces- 
sary to resort to sources where full 
infurraation may be gathered on topics 
which Scripture itself does but inci- 
dentally touch. Formerly these mat- 
ters were locked up in the libraries or 
in the bosoms of the leai*ned, but now 
among the powerful achievements of 
the age; the elucidations of Scripture 
are bemg placed in such a form as to 
coihe within tlie comprehension even 
of the smallest children. Treatises 
on the principles of evidence are to 
be found in our children's libraries 
adapted to their capacities, and books 
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of the most deeply interesting and im- 
portant character for illustration plac- 
ed within their reach. Among these 
may be mentioned, ** Family Con- 

YBRSATIOKS ON THB EviDSlTCES OF 

Revelation," and the " Young Fbbe- 
TXUNKBB Reqlaimss/' both anion^ 
the recent publications of the jimen- 
can Suifiday-Sehpol Union. But this 
18 so large a subject that it can only 
be thus referred to. Our purpose is 
to look at the application of the sub- 
ject to a feingle instance. The work 
mentioned at the head of this article 
embraces almost every particular of 
; illustration which a student of the 
Scripture wilV require. It is a conden- 
sation, and a most admirable one, of 
all that is essential in^ many learned 
and laborious works of authors, who 
have bent their attention to the vari- 
ous topics it embraces; .and }ts value 
as a book of illustration apd reference, 
wUl be seen by an examination of its 
contents^ '■ 

GEOGRAPHY AifID CLIMATE.-Q/* <te 
Jfame* aM Divuions of the Holy Land. . General 
Bames. Ancient Divisions. Divisions in the 
time of Christ.— Q^fAtf Oeneral Fhce of the Coun- 
try, Momntains^ plains, deserts, rivers, lakes. 
General adyantages. Of C/imote^Seasons, 
drought, dew, rains, winds, the Samoon* 

, NATURAL HISTORY^O/ Vegetable Pro- 
duction*. Wild trees^— the cedar, the oak, the 
terebinth, the fir,, and others ; shittim wood, 
gopher wood, cinnamon, cassia and frankin- 
cense trees. Cultivated trees : the olive, the 
fig txee^ the 'sycamore, the pome^nate tree, 
the apple tree, the palm, the balsam tree^ the 
abaond tree, the vine. Plants : -useful herbs, 
weeds, grain. General fhyitAilaess in ancient 
times. Present desolation. jQ/*j9mma/^— Qua- 
drupeds: horse, ox, ass, mule, camel, sheep, 
goat, dbg, hog, lion, unicorn. Bhrdsi Water 
Animals: whale, leviathaii, behemotli. Reptiles:, 
dragon, serpents, scorpion. Insects: the locustl 

DWELLINGS ^ND HOUSEHOLD AC- 
COMMODATIONS. — Of dwetlings. — Tents, 
houses, porch, court, roof, materials. Cities, 
gates^O/" Furnzfurfftf— Carpets, beds and seats, 
lamp, pote and cups, bottles, table, table-couch, 
mill, ovens. 

OCCUPATlONS.-0/<te Pastoral Life-Its 
origin; ancient pi-evnlence and dignity; ^re of 
flocks; wells; pi-oduce: cheese, ancient butter^ 
and wooL Modem shepherds. Pastoral imagery. 
Of Husbandry— The Jewi^ a nation' of farmers; 
plong:h, harrow, yoke, ox-goad. Sowing, har- 
vest, threshing floor, threshing instruments, 
winnowing. Vineyards, vintage, winerpress, 
wine. Emblem^. Fruit of the olive, oil>press, 
piU Gardens. Honey. Employment* ^ Handi- 



craft and Trade--QemaX remarks; trades little 
followed before the captivity, held in different 
esteem afterwards; commerce, imports and ex- 
ports; measuipes, weights and coins; measures 
of length, hoUow measures,- dry and liquid s 
money in early times, coins. Qfthe Learned 
ProfetHont—Tnhe of Levi, judges, geneial 
learning, prophets, scribes, schools. 

DRESS, MEALS, SOCLAL INTER- 
COURSE. Of Drete-Clathf ^okHim, camels] 
hair, sackcloth ; the tunic, the upper garment, 
the girdle, saored garments, sandals and shoes, 
the mitre, the vol ; hair, the beard ; omamentss 
wardrobes. Mealt and Entertainmente—Frepm* 
ration of food, time of meals, washings, thanks- 
giving, mode of eating, social feasts, spiritual 
food. Of Social Intercouroe-Oemenl remarks, 
style of manners in the East, salutations, visits, 
fi>rniklity, conversation. 

DOMESTIC CUSTOMS AND HABITS. 
Of the Marriage Jtelation^Eiaelf marriagOB, 
contract, an spoused wife, wedding cuitoqia, 
tl^ marriage svpper, oonfitmation of marriage, 
sp^ual marriage, marriage paraUes, polygamy, 
divorce. Of the Relation betioeen Parent* and 
Children— D9B3re of children, duty of marrying 
a childlet9 brother's widow, ceremonies relating 
to children, names, parental authority, the birth- 
right, adoption. Qf Slave*— iChuoieter of slavery 
among the Jews ; the steward; slavey aoumg 
other nations, branding. 

DISEASES AND FUNERAL CUSTOMS. 
Of Di*etue*—Onpn of sickness, supernatural 
diseases, demoniac^ possessions, exwebm, die 
sti'oke of Heaven under the form of natural fittal 
diseases, some diseases the channels of God*a 
anger, more espeeiaUy than' others ; pestiJenoe 
nr plagtte, leprosy, sin the. leprosy of the soul, 
anointing the sick with oil. Cu*t<nn* that at>- 
tended death and Aurta/— Expressions of grief, 
embalming, burial, sepulchres. 

MISCLELLANEOUS MATTER. tJfvfHt- 
ing—Ja origin, ancient materials for writing, 
books, letters. Qf Mu*ic and Daricing^ngin 
and design of music, harp, psaltery, organ, 
pipe, horn, trumpet, cymbal, tabret, saored 
music, dancing. Of Game*, and Theatre*— PvLh» 
lie shows, games of heathen, not Jewish eus* 
tom, Grecian names, object of public games, 
allusions to. the Grecian ^ames in' the New Te»> 
tament, theatrea, gladiator shows, fights with 
wild beasts. Mode* of dividing and reckoning 
Time—Bayaj hours, watches, the wedc, months, 
the year, -way of counting. 

POI^ITICAL INSTITUTIONS. Patriarch- 
al Government-Its nati^re, origin, history. An- 
cient I*raeliti*h Govemment^luwaibor, object, 
nature, God its king. Idolatry^ Destruction 
of the Canaanites. Measures to pi-event inter* 
course with idolaters. Division of the land. In- 
heritance. Goven^ra^ts and orders 6f the indi- 
vidual tribes. Genealogical Tables. Judges. 
TiibeofLevi. Kings. Jewish Government ajier 
the Captivity— Vnder the Persians, Greeks and 
Romans. Centurions, publicans, judges. San- 
hedrim, inferior couit. Insurrections. Expecta- 
tions Of the Messiah.'. Of King*.— Rohe^ dia* 
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dem, ibroDe, tceptre, royal palaee and table, 
approach to the king ; journiei attended vrith a 
■plendid retinue; royal name. Comuellon, 
prophets, recorder, seribe, high priest, gOTcnior 
of the palaee, king's companion, life-guard, 
runnen. Aeooant of Arehelaus. OfPunUh- 
tiwne*— Trials; trial of our Lord. Design of 
punishments. Sin and trepass ofilaings. Fines. 
Scourging, confinement, retaliation, eacommu- 
nication; the blood-avenger; stoning, erucifixioo. 
0/ Military Jftdrt— 'How annies were raised; 
David's army ; Roman army in Judea ; war- 
chariots ; el^hants. Dtfemive KKeeif^sfM^Hel- 
met, breastplate, greaves, |;irdle, shield. Qfen- 
Hve H^et^oru— Sword, spear^ javelin, bow and 
arrow, sling, engines on the walls, battering- 
ram; manner of Sitting; effects of victory; 
Israelites more humane than other people. 

GENERAL HISTORY OF RELIGION^ 
Origin of the Church; its genend scheme and 
rdation to the wwld ; its unity and diversities 
of outward condition withal.' State before the 
flood. Call of Abraham. Organization of the 
Jewish church. General plan of the Jewish 
state— diffh^ent sorts of laws ; the moral law, 
eerem<mial law. Continuance of the Jewish 
church all its app<»nted time ; respect which 
that dispensation had to th« Gospel. Hope of 
die Messiah ; a general mistake cm this point. 
Expectation of Elias. Introduetion of the Gos^ 
pel— its conflict widi ancient prejudices* 

THE TABERNACLE^-Origin of the Ta- 
bemacle ; the frame and coverings of the sa- 
cred tent; the altar of bumt-offerfaig ; the 
brazen laver ; the golden candlestick ; the uble 
of shew-bread; the alt|tf of incense; the ark 
of the covenant ; the dierafaim ; "the shekina ; 
meaning of the picture ; the Tabernacle in the 
wUdecness ; the Tabernaele in the land of Ca- 



THE TEMPLE. The Holy C«tr-Origin of 
Jerusalem ; situation ; Mount of Olives ; the 
gardi^ of Gethsemane ; valley of Hinnom ; Si- 
loam ; Calvary. First destruction ot the City. 
Ruin by the Romans ; present state^TAe/r«f 
Tcrm^^^^Preparation for it by David ; general 
plan; dedication, and ruin. The second Tent' 
J^h—lU building, and defects ; subsequent glory 
of it— woric of Herod ; the court tf the Gentiks; 
porches, markets ; tiie court of the women Jibe 
court of Israel ; the court of the priests ; the 
sanctuary; the Tower of Antonia; beauty of 
the second temple— its final ruin. 

MINISTERS OF THE TABERNACLE 
AND TEMPLE.^ The ievitet-Tiuir separa- 
tion, duties, potters, musicians^ Nethenims. 
The Priestr-Origin of the priestiy office ; sepa- 
ration of Aaron and his Ikmily ; duties of the 
priests, and qualifications; divisions into courses; 
meaning of the priesthood. The High Prtett— 
Virtue of his office ; sacred dress ; succession ; 
Urim and Thummim. Signification of the high 
priesis office. 

SACRIFICES AND OTHER RELIGIOUS 
OFFERINGS. Different kinds of Sacrijicial 
Offering* in ute among the Jenit— Sacrifices 
in use ftnm the FalL BUody Offeringr^Tour 



kinds of them, viz. bumt-odrerings, 8in-offer« 
ings, trespass-offerings, peace-offerings ; Coven- 
ant sacrifices, ,private and public sacrifices. 
Sacrifce* that were not blovdy—First-frmtai 
the firBt-bofn ; tythes ; vow-gifts ; half-shekel 
tax ; Lesson derived Arapi this subject. Sacrifl' 
dal J?ttef— Laying of hands on the head of the 
victim, slaying of it ; sacredness of blood ; pre- 
paration for the altar ; waving and heaving ; 
fkt, salt ; Che sacrificial pile ; disposal of the 
flesh. Jtfeaning and Origin of Sacrifice*— ^ea^ 
son cannot account for the use of bloody sacri- 
fices ; their meaning according to the Bible ; 
their origin; the idea of atonement connected 
with the use of them, before as well as after, 
the time of Moses ; sacrifices of Cain and Abel; 
acceptance of sacrifices by fire; figurative sa- 
crifices. 

SACRED TIMES AND SOLEMNITIES. 
TAeDot/y Sacn/lce-M«irning^e!renmg ser- 
vices ; manner of the morning service ; the 
evening service ; reverence for the sanctuary. 
The Sabbath— It» origih ; character in the Jew- 
ish ecMMooy ; mAnner of its observance. Netp 
MooM and FeaH iff Trumpett—The three Great 
Feftivalt^Tbe Passover ; how celebrated in the 
time of our Saviour. Paschal families ; sea^reh 
for leaven ; slaying of the lambs ; the supper ; 
the Hagigah; introduetion of the harvest; 
meaning of the Passover ; the ^east of Weeks ; 
the Feast of Tabernacles ; ceremonies added tp 
it in later times. The Great Day o/MonemeiU 
—Nature of this solemnity ; manner of its ser- 
vice ; meaning of it. Sacred Fcirr#— The Sab* 
batic year; theyear of Jubilee. Sacred Seasons 
of Human /lutifufion— Annual fiut days; the 
feast of Purim, the feast of Dedication. 

MF^BERS OF THE JEWISH CHURCH 
-Members by birth. Cerempnial disqualificar 
tions for sacred duties. Removal of unelean- 
ness. The water of Separation ; its typical im- 
port. Proselytes. Proselyte-baptism. 

SYNAGOGUESIr-Origin of Synagogues; 
plan of Synagogue houses. Officers of the Syna^ 
gogue. The Synagogue worship. Lessons ftom 
the hiw,and the prophets. Synagogue discipline. 
Pattern of the Synagogue followed in the coo- 
ititution of the Christian Chundi. 

RELIGIOUS SECTS. The Pharisees-- 
Belief of the Pharisees. Tradition of the Pha- 
risees.— TAe &KUucee»— Origin of the sect. Doc- 
trines of the Sadducees. The Essenes. The 
Samaritans, 

It is sufficient for us to say, in gene- 
ral commendation, that the book does 
what, in the table of contents, it 
would seem to promise. The work is 
written in an easy, flowing style ; and 
so far as it has been necessary to state 
any of the essential truths of Christi. 
anity, dear and evangelical. If there 
is any part which we read witli very 
peculiar delight, it is that poilion of 
the second volume which treats of the 
Tabernacle and the Temple— the sa- 
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orifices — ^the sacred times and solemni- 
ties of the Jews. Extracts it seems al- 
most imposi^ible to give, because, there 
is here hardly less than two hundred 
pages of information and illustration, 
almost every particular of which is 
important. But to g^ve a tolerably 
clear idea of the manner in which the 
work is performed, we will ask the at- 
tention of the reader to the following 
extracts relating to the Holy of Holies 
of the sacred Tabemade. 

<< We are now prepared to look into the se- 
cond apartment of the tabernacle— the Moet 
Holy place. Beyond the geoond veil no mortal 
might ever pass but the High-priest ; and only 
on one great occasion in each year, was it law- 
ful even for him to do so; and then, only with 
the most solemn preparation and the most re> 
rerential care. The holiest of all wa« clothed 
with die solemnity of another world, and filled 
with unearthly gjcandeur. The whole taber* 
naele was the s<inctuary of God, but here was 
the awful residence of his Pretence— ^at spe- 
cial dwelling-plaee of his visible glory. Well 
might sinful man tremble to move aside the 
veil, and present himself within so holy a 
place. 

<< At the back side of the apartment, the 
weston end of the whole tabernacle, rested the 
Ark of the Covenant, It was in form a box, a 
cuUt and a h^ broad and high, and two cu- 
\»X» and a half long, made of shittim wood, and 
coveted within and without with the purest 
gold. Like the table of shew-bread and the 
golden altar, it was crowned with an ornamen- 
tal border or rim, round about its top. Above 
upon it was the Mercy^MOt, This was made 
of solid gold of the best sort, exactly answering 
in length and breadth to the ai*k, on which it 
rested as a flat cover or Kd, so as completely to 
close it over. On each end of it was fixed a 
Cherub, wrought in like manner, of pure solid 
gold, rising above it, and overshadowing it 
with wings stretched forth on high. The fikces 
of these sacred figures were turned toward each 
other, bending somewhat downwards toward 
the Mercy-seat, on which they stood. Between 
these cherubim dwelt the uncreated glory of 
God. * There,' He said to Moses, * I will meet 
widi thee, and I will commune with thee from 
above the Mercy-seat, from between the two 
cherubim which are upon the ark of the testi- 



'< The Olory of the Lord visibly displayed 
above the mercy*«eat, was in the appearance of 
a cloud. * The Lord said unto Moses, speak 
unto Aaron, thy brother, that he come not at 
times into the holy place within the veil, before 
the mercy-seat which is upon the ark ; that he 
die not: for I vrili appear in the cloud upoji the 
mercy-MoL* (Lev. xvi. 2.) This manifi»tation of 
the Divine Presence, was called among the Jews, 
the Shechinah, Its appearance was attended, 

Vol. VII.— 24 



no doubt, with an evcellent glory , of which we 
can form no proper conception, and such as it 
was exceedingly awAil for dying slniVil man 
to look upon. Out of this cloud, the voice of 
God was uttered with deep solemnity, when he 
was consulted in behalf of the people, so as to 
be heard through the veil in the Holy Phwe. 
(Numb. vii. 8(X) This was the appointed way 
c€ holding direct intercourse with the Holy One 
of Israel ; There J imll meet wUh thee, was hb 
declaration, and I will commune with thee from 
above the mercy-teaL There is some reason to 
think, that it was on this account the taberna- 
cle was called, at times, the Tabernacle ^fmeet" 
ing, (translated, also. Tabernacle of the con- 
gi-egationO this name, however, may have been 
given to it, because it was the great centre of 
worship round which the congr^;ation was 
wont to be assembled. From the situation of 
the glorious Shechinah, God is spoken of as 
dwelling bettoeen the cherubim* (Ps, Ixxx. 1. 
xcix. 1.) Ifence, also, the ark is represented 
as his footstool, above which he sits, enthroned, 
as it were, upon the wings of the cherubim. (1 
Chron. xxviii. S. Ps. xcix. 5.) 

** The Holiest of aU, was a figure of Heaven, 
where God dwells in infinite and eternal gtory; 
where his throne is established in righteousness 
and in judgment; where thousand thousands 
and ten thousand times ten thousand, all pure 
and happy spirits, miniater before him, and 
contemplate with adoring wonder the perfec- 
tions of his character, as they unfold upon 
their vision, with every new discovery, age af- 
ter age, without end. Thus we are taught, by 
the Apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Hebrews. 
** As God was, in a peculiar sense, the King 
of the IsraeKtish nation, it may not be impro- 
per, perhaps, to look upon the tabernacle as' be- 
ing, in some sort, the royal palace, in which he 
was pleased to dwell among the people ; from 
which he iMiied his laws, and to which his sub- 
jects were required to come to do him honour, 
presenting themselves before him with their 
homage and tribute. In thil view, the priests 
also were royal tervant* attending upon the 
monarch, and composing his court; and all the 
furniture of the saci^d tent had rehition to tlie 
idea of a princely boose, in which it is common 
to find full and rich provi«lon made for com- 
fort and convenience in every way. Thus it was 
lighted in biilliant and expensive style, as be- 
fitted a palace, and furnished with a tt^le sup- 
plied with it^ various utensils, and con^ually 
spread with provision. Tliis idea, however, tf 
it be not utterly without reason or truth, enters 
only secondaiily, and as it were accidentally, 
into the original design o£ the tabeniacle. The 
analogy imagined between its arrangement and 
service, and the manner of an earthly royal 
couit. is slight in eveiy case, and in most par- 
ticulars fails altogether; so that it is evident its 
whole constitution and order had regard, in the 
divine plan, to sometliing entirely different. 
Its great purpose was to present a symbolic 
picture of the glorious reality which the gospel 
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unfokU— the mystery of mercy into which an- 
gels desire to look, wheceby God can be just 
while he justifies the sinner, renews his iuter- 
coune of friendship and love with a fkllen re* 
bel race, and out of the deep pollution of gm\t 
and the abyss of infinite ruin, raises a multi- 
tude which no man can number, to mingle in 
spotless purity with the great family of Hea- 
ven, where in his presence there is fulness of 
joy and pleasure for erei-more. 

'< It signified, that a fearful separation has 
taken place between God and the human race. 
It represented God as seated upon a throne of 
holiness, and jealous of the honour of his per- 
fect laws; a being in whose sight iniquity can 
never stand, and whose righteousness wtV/ by 
no mean* clear the guilty. It represented man 
to be under the condemnation of sin— polluted, 
ignorant, helpless, and lost. It was intimated, 
accoi-dingly, that communion, direct, free, and 
happy, with his Maker, such as is granted to 
pure and unfallen spirits, was, in his case, fbr- 
f«ted completely; that sin had created a hin- 
drance in the way of it, which no power of lus 
was sufllcient ever to i-eraove; tliat he was shut 
out from the favour of Gctl; that his prayers 
could have no reganl in Heaven; that the pi-e- 
sence of the Almighty, if he were brought into 
it, could be to him only a consuming fire, full 
of terror and death. The way into the Holiest 
of all was barred against approach with awful 
solemnity. 

<< At the same dme it was signified, that God 
had, with amazing goodness^ provided a reme- 
dy for the dreadful evil, and devised means to 
remove entirely the hindrance so terrific, that 
rose to shut the sinner for ever from his favour. 
Indeed, the nature and extent of the evil were 
displayed only in the representation of the re- 
medy : the picture itself was, in all respects, a 
picture of mercy ; of mercy triumphant over 
sin and death : and it Was in the exhibition of 
the victory alone, that the terribleness of the 
f tifiiculty which it ^lad to overcome was brought 
into view. God was represented as seated upon 
a throne of grace as well as of holiness and jus- 
tice: the ark, while it guarded the tables of the 
eternal law, was covered witli the mercy-seat. 
Righteousness and mercy, it was intimated, 
wero met togetlier in mysterious union, such as 
infinite wisdom alone could contrive, and only 
infinite power could accomplish; such as fills 
all Heaven with adoration and wonder, and 
causes angels to bend forward, as it were, with 
the most earnest interest, to contemplate its un- 
speakable glory. (1 Pet. i. 12. Rev. v. 11—13.) 
Communication was repi^esented to be restored 
between the Holy One and the i-uineil sini^r. 
God could regard the prayer of man, pardon 
his guilt, remove bis impurity, extend to him 
the richest blessings of his grace, and in the 
end receive him into his own pi-esence in glory, 
as if he had never ofi*ended. But all this is se- 
cured only through a most extraordinary array 
of means, and with expense beyond all parallel. 
The >»aj to the throne is o|i(n, Imt not for the 



I. 



guilty to rush before it in his own person : his 
desires may be presented there and answered, 
but only as iliey come recommended by the me- 
diation of another : that mediation is all-prevail- 
ing, but only as it is founded in full and com- 
plete atonement, equal to the utmost jdemand 
of a broken law. Thus, in the service of the 
tabernacle, there was provided a priesdiood, to 
stand between the Most High and Hat tribes of 
his diosen people; and so btfore the Most Holy 
Place there was erected an altar of perpetual 
intercessi»n; and without, in fivmt of the eo" 
trance of the sanctuary, an altar of continual 
atonement. By bloodf and by watery and by 
incense, God was to be approached. In the 
church of Jesus Christ, we find the great reali- 
ties themselves which were thus represented in 
shadowy type. The Son of God is the glorious 
Mediator, who makes reconciliation for iniqui- 
ty, by whom sinners may draw near to Jehovah, 
and by whom die grace of Heaven finds its 
way in overflowing streams to their <4lark and 
polluted souls. He is able to save to the utter- 
most, all tint come unto God by him, because 
he ever lives to make intercession for themi and 
his intercession cannot fail to be prevalent, be- 
cause it is founded upon an atonement of infi- 
nite value— he has appeared on eiuth to take 
away sin by one amazing and sufficient sacri- 
fice, the Mcrifice of Himself. (Heb. viL 25, ix. 
26.) In the church, there is thus secured every 
thing that is needful for man, in order to re- 
store him to fellowship with his Maker here on 
eaith, to create him anew in knowledge, right- 
eousness, and true holiness, after the imi^ int 
which he wfis originally made, and to intxoduce 
him at last without moral spot or blemish into 
the full happiness of Heaven.^' VoL II. p. 59. 

Let it be remembered that the work 
is prepared to aid the student of the 
Bible, and to every such one, it will 
afford botli interest and instruction. 
We have read it with extraordinary 
pleasure, and rejoice that so seasona- 
ble a help can be placed in the hands 
of all those who are disposed either to 
teach the Scriptures to others, or to 
study it for thems^ves. There is 
scarcely a passage of the Bible, which 
requires for its illustration a reference 
to Jewish Antiquities or the customs 
of ancient nations, which will not be 
found here noticed. There are parts 
of the work, and psirticularly of the 
second volume, which, in our opinion, 
might have been condensed with ad- 
vantage; but take it as a whole, and 
it is the most valuable offering of the 
kind, to the interests of Sunday-school 
instruction which has lately been Air- 
nished by the press. 

One remark and we have done. 
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The teachers of Sunday-schools will, 
in these days, be entirely inexcusable, 
if they fail to give to their classes at 
least correct information. With the 
work which we have examined, and 
the Bible Dictionary, edited by Dr. 
Alexander, and the Sacred Geogia* 
phy, just from the press of the Union, 
It seems impossible not to come at 
a knowledge of every thing neces- 
sary for the elucidation of the sa- 
cred text in the most plain and fami- 
liar manner. And if to the knowledge 
which may be thus acquired, the teach- 
er adds an experimental acqusuntance 
with the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, 
with an ardent love for souls, the 
achievements of the system must, as 
far as human efforts can make them, 
be complete. 



For the American S. 3* Teachei's' Magazine. 

Mr. Editor, 

Since making the communication in 
relation to Sunday-school libraries, 
which appeared in your Magazine for 
March, it has occuiTed to the mana- 
gers of our school, that an improve- 
ment of some importance may be made 
in the plan which is therein cxhibited-r- 
and they have determined to adopt it 
before the opening of tlieir summer 
school. 

It relates to the numbering of the 
books, and the register which is kept 
by each teacher, of those that have 
been read by his scholars; and is in- 
tended to obviate the difficulty which 
would otherwise arise from an accu- 
mulation of figures in the teacher's 
register. It is apparent, that after the 
record has been kept by the teacher 
for some time, (for instance, a year,) 
the figures entered in it, might be so 
numerous, as to make it inconvenient 
and perplexing for the librarian, in 
selecting books, to look through the 
whole hst of them, in order to ascer-. 
tain what books had been read. This 
evil may be remedied by numbering 



in the following manner, and condens- 
ing and arranging, at stated periods, 
the figures in the register, denoting 
the numbers in the way pointed out 
below. In numbering the books adapt- 
ed to Class No. 4, (composed of chil- 
dren 4 years of age, and not over six,) 
begin with No. 1; in numbering those 
of Class No. 6, begin with No. 100; 
those of No. 8, with 200; those of No. 
10, with 300;— and proceed in this 
with all the classes, allowing a range 
of figures of 100 (or more, as shall 
seem best) to each class; and if there 
should not be books enough in any 
class to fill up tlie whole range of 
figures allotted to it, a blank space 
may be left in the catalogue of books, 
for any addition that may be subse- 
quently made. Each teacher should 
enter with a pencil, the numbers of 
the books given to the scholars, at the 
time they are delivered, in his register, 
which should be of good substantial 
paper; and at the close of each year, 
or at some other period as shall seem 
most advisable, the librarian, or the 
teacher himself, should arrange the 
numbers in their order, and condense 
them as far as practicable. For in- 
stance, the numbers from 1 to 10 in- 
clusive, may be stated in this way, 
J 1 — 10, without setting down the in- 
termediate numbers. The object of 
adopting the above mode of number- 
ing is, that it will afford the greatest 
facility and extent in condensing the 
numbers.-r-Suppose the scholars liave 
read fifteen books in the course of the 
year; the annexed form will show hcnv 
the numbers are entered in the regis- 
ter, at the time the books arc deliver- 
ed, and how they should be arranged 
and condensed* ' 

It is important to Sunday-schools, in 
adopting the plan which we have com- 
municated, that they should begin 
aright, and with the advantage of all 
the improvements that have been 
made; and it is with this view that we 
have forwarded to you the above sug- 
gestions. 
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Register of Books 




1 Register — condensed* 


Teacher, 


8. 


9. 


9. 


Teacher. 


8. 


9. 


9. 


A. B. 


Joseph. 


William. 


George. 


A. B. 


Joseph. 


William. 


George. 


,802 


,309 


,312 


,302 


800—804 


,300-^03 


,300—303,300—303 


.800 


,302 


,309 


,312 


, 806—811 


,305—313 


,305-313 ,305—313 


,806 


.312 


,302 


,309 


,516 


,329 


,329 


,329 


8or 


,329 


,345 


,306 


,825 


,345 


,345 


,345 


,825 


,306 


,329 


,345 


,834 








801 


345 


,306 


,329 






■ 




,810 


,300 


,308 


,305 










804 


,305 


,300 


,308 










,808 


,308 


,305 


,300 










,803 


,301 


,307 


,310 










,816 


,310 


,301 


,307 










834 


,307 


,310 


,301 










,809 


,303 


,311 


,313 










,828 


,313 


,303 


,311 










:8ii 


:3ii 


,313 


,303 











The above communication has been 
delayed some weeks,partly for want of 
room, and partly because we doubted 
whether teachers were sufficiently in- 
terested in the subject to wish for its 
further discussion. Since we re- 
ceived the following article, however, 
we have resolved to give our readers 
the benefit of both; being persuaded 
tliat such subjects are well worthy of 
the attention of teachers, whether 
they receive their attention or not. 

Mansfield, {RichPd, Ohio,) Jpril, 1830. 
Mr. Editor, 

Having paid some attention to Sab- 
bath-school class-papers, I transmit 
the form of one now in use in our 
school. A number of forms were 
tried here, but there was much em- 
barrassment in school, until I planned 
and introduced the present. I for- 
ward it with the hope that others may 
find something in it worthy their con- 
sideration. 

While^ it affords great facilities for 
disti'ibuting and receiving books, it 
also affords means for knowing who 
are punctual, diligent, early at school, 
and good scholars while there. If 
books are missing, our teachers know 
by their papera on what day, and by 
whom, they were had. If it is neces- 
sary to call for the books, the class- 



papers are sure guides: if it be in a 
city, the name of the street with the 
necessary numbers can be set down 
opposite the name, which ^11 enable 
teachers when visiting their scholars, 
to know precisely where they Bve. 

I will briefly state the manner in 
which our school is conducted. School 
being opened, with the teachers be- 
fore their classes, they, with their 
class-papers in their hands, proceed 
by noting those present, and receiving 
the books. They check the number 
on the paper with a pencil, to show 
that tlie book is returned, and (if they 
choose) interrogate the scholar as to 
its contents. The scholars, however, 
retain the books longer if they wish. 
The teachers then lay the books, with 
the class-paper, before the librarian — 
return to their classes, and bear them 
through with their lessons, as recom- 
mended in the Union Question-books. 
The librarian has a book with a 
page allotted to each teacher, and the 
date is set down on the left hand mar- 
gin, corresponding with that at the 
top of the class-paper. On a line pa- 
rallel with the date, he charges the 
books (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, &c.) to the 
teacher, who is accountable for the 
return of the same. In this way, the 
responsibility of looking after the 
books and keeping them together, 
does not devolve upon a single indi- 
vidual, as is the case when the scholar 
is chai*ged witli the book by the li- 
I brarian. 
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ir-ririi'iris-*!- 




Explanation ofMarkafor one School in 
the day (which we we,) 



Attendance, 


*/ 


For having the Lesson, 


X 


Late at school. 


/ 


Bad conduct at school. 


y 



By addhig two or more of the above 
marks together, as in the annexed fonp, 
we know all that is necessar}' respecting 
our scholars. Thirteen spaces are 
ruled, to include tlie odd Sabbath in 
the quarter, when it so happens that 
there are five in a month. This form 
may be made to contain fourteen or 
fifteen scholars if necessary. 



V 



Explanation of Marks for two Schools 
in the day. 

PORElfOOir, 

Attendance, half a stroke. 
Having the lesson, half a stroke, 
Late at school. 
Bad conduct at school, 

▲FTERNOON. 

Attendance, half a stroke, \ 

Having the lesson, half a stroke, ^ 

Late at school, y 

Bad conduct at school /C 

By adding two or moi*e of tlie above 
marks together, they have the neces- 
saiy information at the end of the 
quarter. 
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By the time the school gets through 
with the lesson, the librarian has ex- 
amined all the numbers returned, and 
marked them so in his own book. 
Those not returned, he disbovers, re- 
main charged to the scholars on the 
class-papers, and of course leaves them 
in his own book, charged against the 
teachers. The school having finished 
the exercise, all the scholars tliat can 
read, go to the library for their books, 
which they get with as httle noise as 
possible, and return to their seats. 
The teachers then take their class- 
papers, and set down under the pro- 
per date, the number of the book had 
by each scholar. This done, the libra- 
rian charges each teacher with the 
book had by themselves, and from 
their own class-paper, with the num- 
bers of tlie book had by the scholars. 
"While the libi'ai'ian is thus engaged, 
the teachers hear the scholars read or 
examine the lesson for the next Sab- 
bath. 

Thus you may jud|fe of the system 
(if it be one) pursued in our school. 
All who have witnessed the utility of 
our class-papers, or 1 might have said, 
all that have examined the form, give 
it the preference. 

Since writing the above, I have ex- 
amined, in the March number of your 
Magazine, a method recommended for 
keeping a library. As that was pub* 
lished for the public good, there can 
be no impropriety in pointing out 
what I conceive to be defects — espe- 
cially when it is recollected that errors 
must be known before they can be 
con-ected. The attempt, however, is 
made with due deference to the opi- 
nions of all concerned. 

If I am coiTect in drawing the infe- 
rence, that the form published is the 
only paper used b^ the teachers, they 
will, ai^er a certain time, in my opi- 
nion, have to change the metliod of 
distributing books. The writer sa}'S, 
** The teachers know what books have 
been read by their scholars, having 
the evidence before them." Now al- 
ter the first papers or books are filled, 
] can see no other way for distributing 
books properly, than to let the scho- 
lars select for themselves. "We tried 
the plan of distributing books by the 
teachera, which answered well for the 
fii*st quarter, afler which we were 



under the necessity of laying it alto- 
gether aside. I think it dearable that 
we should know at the expiration of 
the quarter, who have been punctual, 
diligent, and well-behaved scholars — 
facts, none of which can be known 
from any thing that appears in the 
form as published. 

From that form it also appears, that 
scholars of a certain age are confined 
to particular books. This is a regula- 
tion, the expediency of which I will 
not pretend to decide, — this, however, 
we know, that there are many in our 
Sabbath-schools at the age of 13 or 14, 
whose faculties, both natural and ac- 
quired, are vastly superior so some 
who are their seniors by three or four 
years. 

I trust you, or some of your corre- 
8]>ondents, will take the same liberty 
with the form I send, that 1 have taken 
with that in the March nun;iber of the 
Magazine. S. G. 



IHTELLIGBKCE RBSPECTIKe CUB £AT£ 
MIBSIONABT, BEY. STILES HAWLET. 

The following paragraphs extracted 
from a newspaper just established m 
JacksonviUe, Illinois, under date of 
April 22, furnish authentic informa- 
tion respecting the fate of our lament- 
ed young friend, Mr. Hawley. 

As many^ of oiir readers were ac- 
quainted with Mr. Hawley, it may be 
interesting to them to be made ac- 
quainted witli his fate. We have to 
announce the melancholy intelligence 
of his deatii, which was occasioned by 
drowning. 

The circumstances which led to this 
discovery, and which we g^ather from 
a letter written to his parents by the 
Rev. Mr. Bergen, of Springfield,'(one 
of the gentlemen alluded to below,) 
were as fdlows. — Having visited Jack- 
sonville, he started from Springfield 
tlie 12th of January, to cross the inte- 
rior of Illinois for tJie Wabash. About 
three weeks afterwards, he was heai*d 
from by a' gentleman who testified to 
his having faithfully performed his 
mission on that route, as he had done 
on every other. Some weeks after 
this intelligence, there was a horse 
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found on one of the water-courses, 
which was supposed to be his. This 
news was pommunicated to a gentle- 
man in Springfield, who, accompanied 
by a friend, travelled about seventy 
miles. They arrived at the house 
where he spent his last night. He 
left this house on Monday morning, 
the 18th of January, pursuing his 
course towards the Wabash. The fa- 
mily at whose house he stopped, en- 
treated him not to go on that day, as 
it was excessively cold. Untiring and 
undaunted, he allowed no impediment 
to stop him in the performance of his 
duty. His route diat day was deso- 
late in the extreme. He had one prai- 
rie of twelve miles and a half to cross, 
and another of seventeen, besides the 
two forks of the Kaskaskia river, be- 
fore he could find a shelter for the 
night, except a solitary cabin which 
was several miles south of the staked 
road, the stakes of which were given 
him as his guide. The gentlemen 
called at the cabin; but he had not 
been there. The hospitable back- 
woodsman had seen the horse, and 
described him so accurately that there 
was no room for doubt. He accom- 
panied the gentlemen to a Mr. Tho- 
masin's, who showed them the horse, 
which was immediately recognised as 
belonging to Mr. H. All efforts to 
find the body at this time, nroved un- 
availing. A short time after this, a 
party of gentlemen started for the 
purpose of making a thorough search, 
the result of which will be seen by 
perusing the following letter, address- 
ed to the editor, dated, 

^'Springfield, April 8, 1830. 
" Dear Sir— I hasten to inform you 
that Mr. Moore, who accompanied 
Messrs. Baldwin and Hardy in their 
late farther search after our dear la- 
mented Hawley, has returned. He 
was not murdered^ as perhaps you are 
beginning, through late report, to 
believe. His body has been found. 
It was found in the waters of the Big 
Okaw, a quarter of a mile below the 
ferry, partly under a drift of logs. His 
clothes on, except his hat and cape? 
gloves on, and mittens over them; his 
pocket-book and papers in their 
place, and his watcli in his fob; his 
snddle-bags on his .arms, or near his 



body— his saddle was found not far 
distant. • • • • 

<*The body was found on Monday 
evening, the 5th, and it was buried 
the next morning. We have reason 
most abundantly to thank the God of 
providence that he has been pleased 
to deliver the parents and friends of 
our brother, from the direful pain of 
suqiecting that he was murdered, and 
our land from being stained with the 
reproach. 

" With much respect, I am, &c. 

"JoHw G. BsBOEir." 

THB child's PICTUBS DXFIBIHO AlTB 
BEADING BOOK. 

By T. H, Gallaudet, Principal of the 
American Asylnmfor the EdueatUm 
of the Deaf and numb, Hartford: 
K £jf J^. / Huntington, 1830. 

This is a child's book, as its title de- 
notes, and it has some merit The au- 
thor's views of the principles of educa- 
tion are extensively known. Such op- 
portunities as his for ascertaining the 
connexion and power of the intellec- 
tual faculties, are enjoyed by few, and 
all he publishes shows that he wisely 
improves them. 

DONATIONS received by the American Sun- 
day-School Union, fhnn April 12th to May 
17th, 1830, inclusive. 

I. KINISTXBS MEMBBB8 FOB LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars, and 
upwards. 

(Pres. Ch. New Orieans, to eonstitiite 
their Pastor Rev. Theodore Glapp 
a life Member, £^30 00 

tFrom ladies in Baton Rouge, to con- 
stitute Rev. John Dorrance a Life 
Member, (in part^ 15 00 

(From ladies of the Pres. Ch. in Nat- 
chez, to constitate Rev. Geo. Potts 
a Life Member. 41 00 

$Rev. Hugh Barr, of Courtbmd, Ala. 

C 917 before paid^ 13 00 

II. OTHEB XEMBEB8 FOB LIFE 

By the payment of thirty dollars and 

upwards, 
tMary Jane Gravatt, Port Royal, Va. 

by her mother Lucy Gravatt, 30 00 

fLucy Taylor, Port Royal, Va. by her 

own subscription, SO 00 

Mrs. £. P. Halsey, by her husband 

Job F. Halsey, Pittsburgh, 30 00 

Alfi«d Edwai-ds, of New York, («25 

before paid,) 5 00 

tChas. Ewing Elmer, Bridgeton, N. J. 

by his father Daniel Elmer, 30 00 
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By the payment of three doUara und 
upwards, 

J. G. Auner, 18«, 1830, 

£. Bacon, 1839, 1830, 

Jas. Martine, Fayettenlle, N. C. 

J. Ganahl, Savannah, 6. 

IV. DOKATIOirfl TO THE OXBrSBAK 
fM. F. Broekenbnmgli, Richmond C. 

HVa. 
fBy Frioid* in Tappahannock, do. 
tJ. Northam, Middlesex, Co. Va. 
tH. Claybrookj do. 
tAddison Hall, Lancaster, Co. Va. 
tR. Dunaway, do. 
t J. B. Jeter, do. 
tCa8h,do. 

tMary M. Fitehugh, Port Royal, 
tCash,do. 
tCash, do. 
tCash, do. 
First Prts. Ch. Newark, N. J. per Wil- 

liam Tuttle, Esq. 
fFriends at Enon, Essex, Co. Va. 
Jesse WUliams, Richmond Va. 
From 2nd Pres. Ch. of which Rev. Jos. 

Sanford is Pastor, p« Rer. G. W. 

Musgrave, Phitadelphia, 
Joseph Httber, Danville^ Ky. per J. F. 

Httber, 
fFriends to SabbathpSchools in Fred- 

ricksburg, Va. 
t A. W. Morton, do. 
tSamud B. Wilson, do. 
tJames Vass, do. 
t John S. Wdford, do. 
tJean Morton, do. 
tEdwin Carter, do. 
tT. N. Johnson, do. 
tHugh Mercer, do. 
tF. & G. Strother, do. 
tCash, do. 
tH. U. Fry, do. 
tWm. B. P*ake, do. 
tC. H. Hunt, do. 
fjohn Crump, do. 
t James Harrow, do. 
tCash, do. 
tG. Rothroek, do. 
tJ. R. Johnson, do. 
tSusan Walker, do. 
fCash, do. 
fGeo. T. Jesse, do. 
fGeo. W. Rothroek, do. 
tJ* G. Feck, do. 
tWm. Read, do. 
tCash, do. 
tDn Brown, do. 
tRobert Ellis, do. 
tChas. C. Taliaferro, do. 
fCash, do. 
tWm. F. Gray, do. 
tWm. Pollock, do. 
fJohn Gray, Trayellers' Rest, Va. 



600 
600 
030 
300 

TUVD. 



500 
2 75 
1 00 
1 00 
100 
1 00 
100 
150 
200 
»00 
150 
100 

16 43 
350 
100 



90 87 

MOO 

13 12 
10 00 
500 
500 
500 
500 
100 
S50 
Ito 
200 
300 
SOO 
100 
100 
200 
100 
100 
100 
100 
200 
200 
100 
100 
100 
200 
100 
100 
100 
100 
1 00 
300 
1 00 
10 00 



trlurteen Individuals in Falmouth, Va. 13 93 

fWm. Brook, Fahnoutfa, V«. 10 00 

tBazil Gordon, do. 5 00 

fMurray Forbes, do. 5 00 

^James Cork, Morristown, N. J. 15 00 

JMr. Woods, do. 5 00 

tMiss Louisa Mann, do. 10 00 

tSilas B. Emmell, do. 10 00 

tDavid AtiUs, do. ^00 

tMr. McCollough, do. S po 

tLewis Mills, do. . 5 00 

tPhebe Mills, do. 5 00 

^Mrs. Aiden, do. 5 00 

fPeter A. Johnson, do. 5 00 

^ubez Mills, do. 2 00 

♦Mr. Thomas, do. 3 00 

tRer. Mr. Chester, do. 2 00 

♦Miss A. Hoppok, do. 2 00 

tJ. Cutler, do. 2 00 

tMiss Freeman, do. 2 00 

tJohn F. Voorees, do. 1 00 

♦Mrs. Barnes, do. 1 00 

tMn Hawkins, do. 1 00 

tSarsh Mann, do. 1 00 

tThomas Lyon, do, 1 00 

^Several mdividuab, do. 32 00 

t do. Chatham, N. J. 7 00 

t do. Botdehill, do. 7 60 

Bethiah Irons, per Rer. R. Wtnchell, 75 

Rev. Donald McLaren, do. SO 

Collection at Aurora, N. Y. do. 3 34 

A Little Girl, do. do. 12 

Mrs. Warren, do. do. ^ 

From a Lady, per Rev. Jos Sanford, 1 OO 

Rev. John Stockton, Crass Creek, Fa. 20 00 

|rpperBullUoeS.S.Washingt(m,Co.Pa. 18 «> 

y. UISSIOVAKT rUVD. 

Initiatory Sui»eriptwn» to constitute 
the f (Slowing Sodetiea Auxiliary. 

Ikfiami, Co. O. S. S. U. 3 00 
Baptist Domestic Missionary Soc of 

PhUadelphia, 3 oo 
Berean S. S. Soc. of New Richmond, 

Oliio. 3 00 

Maddison Co. Ohio S. S. U. 3 00 

Hanging Folk S. S. Lincoln Co. Ky. 3 00 

$St. FrancisviUe La. S. S. 11 OO 

Gallatin Ten. S. S. U. 3 00 

Winchester Ten. S. S. U. 3 00 

Donations. 

Phikd. S. S. Coneert of prayer, for 
April, of which SI 44 is fVom F. S. 

S. First Pres. Ch. 9 37 

Phihid. S. S. Concert of Prayer for May, 
of which JgS 18 from F. S. S. First 
Pres. Ch. of which Si 85 from one 
Bible Chus, 

Pliilad. Western S. S. Concert of Prayer 
for two I 



14 «S 



t Per Rev. Jas. E. Welch. 
% Per Rev. Robert Baird. 
§ Per Rev. Jos. B. Adams. 
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THE ORIGIN OF WORSE TEMPERS. 



Unjust, hasty and indiscriminate 
censure op punishment, were men- 
^ tioned in vol. vi. p. 260, £y very com- 
mon means of perverting a good tem- 
per, or making a bad one worse. 
Next to these we will place the neglect 
of a chikPs reasonable wants, and the 
unnecessary crossing of his purposes. 

In transacting the* business of life 
with those who are as active and self- 
ish and peiTcrse as ourselves, our 
ears and eyes are open, and the tongue, 
hands and feet are in constant motion, 
to bring to pass some important result. 
And for the most part this result, in 
some form or other, is connected with, 
and ends in our own interest. The 
vast and busy throng, of which we, of 
mature years and full size, form a part, 
is moving to and fro upon the face of 
the earth. And though there are 
scattered among us some of infant age 
and height, we find that those whose 
minds and bodies have attained matu- 
turit)', are so occupied with each other, 
that they scarcely cast an eye on the 
multitude who are younger and shorter 
than themselves. The crowd of in- 

VoL.VIL— 25 



fants and little children, is borne 
along by the strength of the current; 
but few regard their presence or their 
interest, until they begin to act and 
think and speak for themselves. And 
then, if they do not act, and think, and 
speak as they should, there is just so 
much discipline used, and that discip- 
line is of just such a character, as 
promises at the moment, to be least 
troublesome to us in the application, 
and most effectual to prevent our 
having any trouble hereafter. The 
welfare of the child, as a moral, in- 
telligent and immortal being is among 
the last considerations. 

For the sake of illustration, we 
will reduce this picture to embrace 
only the family circle, and we shall 
find the parents, with three or four 
neighbours, who have " called in," as 
the phrase is, discussing very pleasantly 
the topics of prevailing interest in the 
neighbourhood or newspaper. The 
four children are amusing them- 
selves with their own pursuits, when 
a petty quarrel springs up and dis- 
turbs both circles. 
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An appeal is made to the parent by 
the injured party. Unwilling to be 
interrupted by such trifles, the parent, 
perhaps pleasantly, perhaps passion- 
ately, replies, *• Well, my dear, 1 can- 
not attend to it now, and if you are 
not quiet, you must go out of the 
room." Now what is the case? Jamea 
was always a peaceable and sweet tem- 
pered child, and George was always 
overbearing, petulant and selfish: their 
sister Mary had a toy, which George 
in a very surly manner asked her to 
give to him, and which, upon her re- 
fusal, he attempted to wrest from her 
by main strength. James, seeing tlie 
injustice and tyranny which marked 
his brother's conduct, remonstrated 
with him, in a perfectly kind but ear- 
nest manner, and George, in the vio- 
lence of his feelings, gave him a severe 
blow in the face. Now a case of more 
obvious, aggravated, wanton outrage, 
never asked the interposition of jus- 
lice; and James, who felt the injury 
which his sense of propriety would not 
suffer him to resent, made the appeal, 
and received the repulse of which we 
have spoken. The children soon se- 
parated. George said within himself, « I 
had my own way: I made JUary give up 
the toy — 1 taught /o»*« not to meddle 
with my business, and the fellow got 
well paid for going to mother with his 
troubles. The best way is to *ake 
care of one's self, and make one's 
own way in the world." Mary felt 
how completely her tyrannical brother 
had prevailed; and while his ill con- 
duct escaped censure, the gentle and 
inoffensive James, had suffered severe- 
ly for his noble effort to prevent 
wrong; and had been not only ne- 
glected, but rebuked when he sought 
redress, where alone he should seek 
it. Could any course be pursued 



which would, more probably than this, 
make George*a temper worse, and ruin 
Jamea* and Mary's. 

The temper of the youngest child, 
Lucy, is not yet fully developed. She 
shows, however, that she is easily 
managed; and though sometimes a 
violent jerk of the head, or a sudden 
pout of the lip, furnishes evidence 
that no one can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean, she is still to be 
considered a child of pleasant temper. 

The other day she wanted a cup 
and ball, which she had always had as 
a plaything and which had only been 
laid away for the night. She besought 
the nurse to give it to her, but she 
was busy, and sent the child to Mary, 
Mary was not tall enough to reach it. 
George was asked; but as he was 
fixing sonfething of his own, he re- • 
turned a broad and sputtering ** I 
wont." Liicy ran to her mother, and 
hanging by her gown, asked, more 
sweetly tlian plainly, for her play- 
thing. This wasj:he/our//t application 
she had made without success, but 
without a complaint. The mother was 
busy in giving directions about din- 
ner, and took no notice of little lAicy*8 
importunity. Finding hei'self disap- 
pointed in the last resort, she began 
to fret, as almost any man, woman, or 
child, would, under like circumstances. 
In this fretful state she continued un- 
til her father came in; who, without 
ascertaining or even inquiring the 
cause of her trouble, reproved her and 
sent her into the nurserj'. All this 
was obviously wrong, and when the 
child was alone in the nursery, we can 
imagine its reasonings, thus: — ««I 
have always had that plaything when 
I wanted it. I gave it up last night 
when I was asked to do so, and I ask- 
ed for it again this morning, of one 
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who has always given it to me, but in 
vain, and yet no reason was given for 
refusing^ it. I asked sister Mary for 
it, and she could not get it; I asked 
George, and he would not, nor was he 
blamed for his rude and violent answer. 
I then went to mother, and made my 
reasonable request, but she did not 
even notice me. If I had been told I 
must not have it, I should have been 
quiet, or found something else for 
my amusement. These repeated disap- 
pointments and neglects, without any 
reason, fretted me; and when the 
nurse ought to have been reproved 
for sending me to Man/, and George 
ought to have been punished for an- 
swering me as he did, and mother to 
have been sorry for the needless dis- 
appointment she had occasioned one 
whom she always calls her * darling 
baby;* but all these things were passed 
by; Mary was not commended for her 
kind disposition, and I was punished 
for fretting, because I could not get 
what I had always had — what was 
given me as my own — and what no -rea- 
son was assigned for refusing me 
now." 

It would be difficult to reject this 
statement as an apology for a fit of ill 
temper, and we doubt not that a 
course of reasoning substantially like 
tliis, which we have put into Luey*s 
mouth, is often pursued by childi*en 
in very early life. We could find, 
especially in the lower classes of so- 
ciety, a multitude of cases much more 
distinctly marked, than these which oc- 
curred in a single hour in this family. 
Children are often taken suddenly, 
— 'snatched up/ — from some innocent 
employment, which completely en- 
grosses their attention, and on which 
every faculty of tlieir minds is intent- 
ly fastened, to go to bed, eat supper, 



or be washed for school. This irr^it 
tates them, no less tlian it would have 
irritated Sir Isaac Nenoion to have 
been interrupted, by the same violent 
and needless seizure, in the midst of a 
most interesting astronomical obsei-va- 
tion, because tea was ready; or Sir 
Humphrey Davy, to have been taken 
by the arm and dragged from some 
experiment wiiich was to test the re* 
suit of many years* labour and invest! 
gations, to try on a new coat. 

When men have shown equanimity 
of temper under such j)iovQcations,it 
has been mentioned among the most 
unequivocal marks of the greatness of 
their minds; and yet a child is punished 
for suffering himself to be excited by 
crosses no less irritating to him, than 
these would be to those fathers of 
philosophy and science. 

So children are often deprived, in 
wantonness or thoughtlessnessiof some- 
thing which they value very highly, 
and which they might have or not as 
they please; inasmuch as the article 
or privilege is perfectly harmless, and 
the disappointment is as great to them, 
as the loss of a favourite horse, or a 
valuable cow, or a rare fruit-trpe, to 
their parents; and in the children's 
case, it is aggravated by the convic- 
tion, that tliere is no reason for the 
disappointment but the arbitrary will 
of one who is physically sti*onger than 
themselves. 

Sunday-school teachers should make 
themselves familiar with the princi- 
ples of right and wrong, as they are 
applied to the government and in- 
struction of children. It is in their 
power to do much for the diffusion of 
correct sentiments and for the adop- 
tion of correct rules on this point. 

In theu- own management on the 
Sabbath, and in the families of which 
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*liey are members, and by kind and 
respectful suggestions in their weekly- 
visits to the children of their classes, 
they can do very much to improve the 
amazingly interesting and important 
science of parental government. And 
if they will habitually consider that 
the principles which this science 
involves, are, in their application, to 
affect the happiness, form the chai*ac- 
ter, and improve or vitiate the moral 
feelings, they will be willing to seek 
and receive instruction, from every 
source. The story of the wrongps of 
children is yet to be told; and it is be- 
lieved that much of the perverseness 
and gross depravity in them, which 
we are willing to attribute to a per- 
verse and depraved nature, may be 
righteously imputed to false princi- 
ples, unjust requisitions, and wanton 
abuses of authority on the part of pa- 
rents and teachers. Let them see to 
it. 

For the American Sunday School Magazine. 

BAB BATH-SCHOOLS IK NEW BBUNS- 
WICK (h. J.) 

In the year 1799, an association was 
formed in this city, consisting of fif- 
teen young ladies belonging to the 
Presbyterian congregation, for the 
purpose of educating the like number 
of poor female children; each member 
having the privilege of selecting one 
child, to be clothed and schooled at 
her expense. An experienced teacher 
had charge of the school, which con- 
tinued in operation till the y^ar 1806, 
w^hen it was suspended on account of 
the death of the instructress. It was 
a part of tiie system adopted by this 
association, to impart religious instruc- 
tion to the children of their charge, on 
the Sabbath — and for this purpose they 
were required to attend church, and 
to assemble in their school-room in the 
afternoon of the Sabbath; where they 
were always met by one or more of 
the members of the association, to 



g^ve them instruction in the holy 
Scriptures. 

In the year 1811, a Sunday-school 
was established upon a more compre- 
hensive plan; combining elementary 
with religious instruction, and admits 
ting adtUts as well as children. A 
master was provided for the boys, and 
a mistress for the g^rls, who were 
assisted in their labours by many pious 
young ladies and gentlemen belonging 
to the city. About 200 adults and 
children were enrolled in this school, 
which continued in operation till some 
of its most efficient patrons were num* 
bered with the dead. It then lan- 
guished for a short period, when it 
was revived under the sole instruction 
of gratuitous teachers. This took 
place about the year 1813, and upon 
this plan Sunday-schools have been 
conducted in New Brunswick till the 
present day. 

It is worthy of remark, that some of 
those very females who belonged to 
the association in 1799, have uniformly 
been among the most zealous pro- 
moters of Sunday-schools in our city? 
and that the present superintendents 
of the female department of our Pres- 
byterian Sabbath-school, were of that 
number. — ^Thus exliibiting a devoted 
perseverance in the cause, believed to 
be unparalleled in this country. 



NOTICE OF THE DEA TH OF TWO TEACH- 
ERS. 

We have observed within a few 
weeks the death of two eminently de^ 
voted Sunday-school teachers; and we 
notice the facts in our pages, with the 
hope that it may excite our readers to 
new diligence in their labour of love. 

Miss Elizabeth Farman died at 
New Haven, (Conn.) at the age of 
'twenty-two years. She became a sub- 
ject of divine grace about four years 
since, and soon after she made a public # • 
profession of her faith in the Redeemer. 
Humble and modest in her deport- 
ment, and reserved in her manners 
and intercoui-se, y^t very decided in 
her conduct, she adorned the doctrine 
of God her Saviour by her consistent 
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Christian chamcter, and rendered her- 
self dear to her friends by her affec- 
tionate and faithful behaviour. — Hav- 
ing lost her mother (a woman of un- 
common piety) in the early part of 
her life, she was called, on the re- 
moval of an elder sister, to sustiun the 
cares of a family; and in this station, 
she doubly endeared herself to her 
surviving parent and her brothers, by 
her assiduity in performing the duties 
incumbent upon her. She made it a 
fixed principle, never to speak ill of 
another; and it is believed she had 
very little cause for self-reproach on 
that account. She loved to talk of re- 
ligion — ^its obligations — its hopes — and 
its elevating character. Oflen would 
she speak of those Christians, whose 
spirituality and devotedness indicated 
their near approach to God, and their 
intimate communion with holy and 
heavenly things; and at one time, said 
she to her friend, "O that I could 
live and walk as they do!'' 

About one year before her death, 
she associated herself with the teach- 
ers of the Sabbath-«chool connected 
with the African congregation in the 
place of her residence. This wa^ de- 
lightful work for her. — And she gave 
this manifestation of it: she was ac- 
customed to prepare herself for the 
Sabbath duties, by a careful study of 
the lesson — a close examination of pa- 
rallel passages — with an attention to 
such helps to an understanding of it, 
as were afforded her ; followed by 
prayer to God for his wisdom and 
gfrace to assist her. She said she 
fliiould be very sorry to meet her class 
for instruction, and not be able to an- 
swer any questions they might ask 
concerning the lesson. She habitual- 
ly visited the parents of the children; 
and those parents can give better tes- 
timony than we can, of her faithful, 
pious conversation on such occasions. 
She was found at the weekly Teach- 
ers* meeting for prayer, and repeated- 
ly has she expressed the strong inte- 
rest she felt in them. • 

Sabbath, Feb. 21, she met her 
scholars in the Sabbath-school for the 
last time. How little did we think, as 
we separated from that meeting, that 
one of our number was to return there 
no more ag^in for ever. Still less did 
we think, that die—" the beloyed of 



every heart," was so suddenly to be 
taken away. But on Wednesday of 
that week, she expressed a desire to 
attend a little prayer meeting, that 
was to be held in the evening at the 
house of a friend, and endeavoured to 
persuade some of her young acquain- 
tance to go with her, but without ef- 
fect. She however went. Af^er the 
meeting, in conversation with a friend, 
she said she was much delighted with 
the exercises, but felt a littie ill, and 
must hasten home. Nothing very se- 
rious was apprehended from this in- 
disposition, and on Friday morning 
she was enabled to attend with the 
family at breakfast. But she met with 
them at the table no more. She be* 
came more debilitated, and was soon 
confined to lier room and her bed. 

On Monday she was first -considered 
dangerous. Her disease (the lung 
fever) enfeebled her, and she was un- 
able to receive or converse with her 
friends. She was aware of her situa- 
tion, but it excited no alarm — ^no ap- 
prehensions in regard to Uie future. 
Her mind was quiet and submissive to 
the will of her heavenly Father. She 
seemed as if waiting to die. When 
asked if she could rest her soul on 
the Saviour, she answered, «*Yes.'* 
And when she could no longer speak, 
she expressed her entire confidence 
and trust in Christ, by gently press- 
ing the hand of her father in answer 
to his inquiry as to the continuc^l 
state of her mind. On Tuesday morn- 
ing, just before noon, she sweetly 
sunk to rest; and now she sleeps in 
Jesus. 

Miss Emily MerreU lived and died 
in the western part of tlie state of New 
York. Her first impressions were re- 
ceived in the Sabbath-school. They 
were aflerwards deepened by the 
faithful admonitions of a dying uncle, 
immediately preceding the g^eat re- 
vival of 1826. Of this work she was 
one of the early subjects. She was a 
pupil of the Sabbath-school five years, 
and subsequently a teacher about two 
years and six months. She was also 
an assistant teacher of the infant school 
— an institution in which she took 
great delight, and which shared in her 
fervent prayers. As a teacher she was 
indefatigable, and was often seen 
among the poor and destitute families. 
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in quest of scholars, as well as on 
other errands of mercy. Besides these 
labours of love in the village, she as- 
sisted in forming and conducting a 
Sabbath school, of fifty scholars, six 
miles distant from home. She won 
upon the aflfections of her pupils in 
this school by her simplicity and be- 
nevolence. Many of them came the 
whole distance on foot, for the pur- 
pose of visiting- her in her sickness. 
For this school she prayed fervently 
till the last hour of her life. Her end 
was pre-eminently peaceful. Her re- 
signation seemed uniform and entire. 
She spoke often of her departure, as 
familiarly as she would have spoken 
of a pleasant journey. She often dwelt 
with delight upon the employments of 
the redeemed in heaven; she hoped 
that no one would mourn for her; and 
before resigning her breath, she ex- 
torted a promise from her mother, not 
to grieve at her departure, but to sub- 
mit implicitly and cheerfully to God's 
dealings with her, in that afflictive dis- 
pensation. 

The following resolutions were adopt- 
ed by Miss Merrell, in January, 1828, 
while she was a member, of the Bible 
class: — 

1st. Resolved^ That I will be more 
faithful to my classmates, especially to 
the impenitent. 

2d. To read every day a portion of 
scripture, accompanied with self-ex- 
amination and prayer. 

3d. To choose those who are pious 
for my most intimate companions. 

4th. Never to be contented with 
low attainments in religion; but to be 
daily striving after increasing confor- 
mity to the commands of Gud. 

5th. To avoid every thing I see and 
dislike in others; to endeavour to imi- 
tate what is commendable, and never 
to do or say any thin^ that should be 
considered a blemish in tlie character 
. of a Ciiristian. 

6th. To banish from the mind all 
sinful, vain and unprofitable thoughts 
and reflections, and to fix my medita- 
tions on subjects of the most impoit- 
ance. 

7th. To be strictly just and honest 
in all my dealings with mankind; never 
deviating from the truth, or Christian 
rule of doing to others as I could rea- 



sonably wish them to do to me, in like 
circumstances. 

« To this dear covenant, oh, my God, 

I set my worthless name; 
I seal the engagement to my Lord, 
And make my humble claim.** 

EMILY MERRELL. 



BESOLUTION OF A CLERSTKAN. 

** I think that the p!»stor's duty can 
be solemnly and efficiently extended, 
and is most imperiously demanded to 
the budding interests and unfolding 
moral powers of the youth and infants 
of his charge. I deeply feel my re- 
sponsibility on this subject. I want 
the infants of my charge seized from 
the destroyer, before bad example, and 
negligence, and wrong instruction, 
have matured habits which make the 
work of conversion more difficult, of 
sanctification slower, and give to the 
soldier of the cross a conflict from 
which he might have been spared. 
We want for this age, a species of 
Bible indoctrinated, well informed and 
disciplined minds, which can only be 
bad, by taking them in their infancy, 
guiuding them against those evil ha- 
bits of indolence, selfishness, &c. 
which seem to produce a paralyzing 
eflTect even on the converted soul. 
This may suffice, then, to show you 
what are my views respecting the 
children of my congi'egation. Then 
the question occurs. How shall I ac- 
complish these designs? I am fully 
persuaded, that if there is any employ* 
ment in the world, upon which we 
may confidently implore the blessing 
of God, it is that of religiously train- 
ing the young. I am accordingly de- 
termined to take the infants of the 
congregation under my own care — in 
other words, to establish an infant 
school for the church. l*he bible is, 
in my estimation, the basis of all true 
education, inasmuch as it trains the 
moralt which are the noblest powers 
of man, and fits him for eternity as 
well as time." 



SIKGING IS SUNDAT SCHOOLS. 

*• In every age and country," says 
Caroline Fry^ «* music has been made 
the emblem of whatever is most lovely 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1830. 



Singing in Sunday-schools. 



199 



and enchanting; and whether the tales 
. that are told us of its influence be truth 
or fiction, they equally prove the ge- 
neral perception of its power over the 
feelings and affections of humanity. — 
From the coarse whistle of the plough- 
boy riding homeward on the fore horse 
of his team, to the loud peal of the or- 
gan amid the chorus of some hundred 
voices, music seems to be the most 
natural language of the happy — the 
spontaneous solace of the bad. — With 
every idea of things beautifiU, pure, 
and delightful, music has been asso- 
ciated ; but we never mix with it the 
images of things base, vicious and dis- 
graceful. No heathen savage ever 
pictured to himself a future heaven, 
but he placed music among the first 
of its delights ; and in these bright 
prospects of eternal bliss, so often 
opened to us in the Holy Scriptures, 
it is always made a part, real or emble- 
matical, of our promised enjoy- 
ment." 

We have often heard in the street, 
or at the door of a house, among the 
groups of playful children, or in the 
workshop from those of raaturer years, 
the hymns and music with which we 
have been familiar in Sunday-schools, 
and there are no sounds more sacred 
and sweet than these. Who thinks of 
hearing them from the prison house of 
crime and infamy — ^from the circle of 
thoughtless and dissipated idlers, or 
from the heart-sickening abodes of 
domestic misery and contention? 

When we have persuaded a Sunday 
school child to learn and love Sunday- 
school hymns and Sunday-school mu- 
sic, we feel as if we had taught him 
the use of a fiiculty, the employment 
of which would bring God into his 
thoughts— solace his sadness— accus- 
tom him to the contemplation of *' joys 



unseen and hopes unrealized— soften 
and subdue his passions — allay his anx- 
iety, elevate his earth-bound thoughts*' 
and awaken and maintain all the ge- 
nerous and gentle dispositions of his 
nature. 

We have been persuaded for a long 
time, that this important part of the 
exercises of a Sunday-school, is very 
much neglected; nor is it a matter of 
much surprise, when we consider what 
place it really (not nominally) holds in 
the services of the sanctuary. For 
children adopt with great precision 
and facility the standards of those 
who are older, and (of course,) wiser 
than themselves. 

It is indeed a sad thought, how^this 
delightful science is abused and per- 
verted by people of mature years; and 
how injurious is the influence of their 
example upon children around them. 
When we go into a Sunday-school, a 
more grateful sound cannot reach the 
ear, than that which comes in strains 
of moral feeling or cheerful piety; 
going forth from hearts, (sinful in- 
deed,) but yet untainted with the fol- 
lies and passions of the world, and 
from lips that no unholy jest, no 
thoughtless impiety as yet has stained; 
but where is the evidence that there 
is any moral feeling or cheerful piety 
connected with it? and if we attempt 
to convince the interesting g^oup 
around us, that there is meaning and 
devotion and sacred feeling in the 
songs of that day, and that place, will 
they not point us to a still holier 
place, and still more solemn services, 
where Zion's songs are sung without 
feeling or thought? "Where senti- 
ments of piety are uttered in mu- 
sic, which the singer would blush to 
avow: where a mockery of prayer 
is indulged, and a name vainly utter* 
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ed» which is never uttered but in 
music, and for muac's sake* at the 
mention of which, angels in heaven 
how their heads with reverence." 
But to our subject- 
Hymn books for the use of Sunday- 
schools have been very well received, 
and there have been published by the 
American Sunday-School Union near- 
ly 150,000 copies within the last four 
years. Some of the hymns of this 
collection may be exchanged for bet- 
ter, if we have reference to their jm- 
euUar adaptation to the peeuUar wants 
of Sunday WKhoolss and a large number 
of h3rmns, original and selected, have 
been ezanuned, with a view to an 
improved edition. In the mean time 
we wish our friends and correspond- 
ents would furnish or designate any 
hymns which they may think clearly 
adapted to this purpose. The music in 
which Sunday-school hymns are sung, 
should also be adapted to the place 
and circumstances. It should be sim- 
ple, cheerful, and chaste. We hope 
to succeed in the effort now making 
to provide good hymns and good mu- 
sic, adapted to the use of Sunday- 
schools. 

We have expressed an opinion, that 
sufficient, importance not attached to 
this part of Sunday-school exercises. 
Many schools with wluch we have been 
acquainted for years, have never yet 
introduced it at all; in others it is con- 
fined to the teachers, and in almost all 
it is attended with little interest, pro- 
fit or gratification. 

Now, it is well known, that children 
who sing, or love to hear singing, re- 
tain for a long time, the impression 
which muricmakesonthemind, and the 
impressions which words make, when 
associated with music, are exceedingly 
deep. For ourselves, we can remem- 



ber as distinctly the music of the base 
of «< Wantage,'' to the words, " 'Twas 
in the watches of the night," &c., 
as it sounded when we were m 
years old, as if it were but yesterday. 
And very slight observation has con- 
vinced us that some of the earliest im- 
pressions respecting truth, may be 
made through the medium of sacred 
poetty, and sacred music. We have 
reason to believe that the measures 
now in progress, will result in the 
general improvement of this delightful 
and instructive Sunday-8ckool exercise, 
-and we trust teachers and parents will 
be ready to second them with cordi- 
ality and spirit. 

To show that we are not unsupport- 
ed in these opinions^ we shall present to 
our readers the views of others, and 
we can add, that the infrequency of 
allusions to this subject in any of the 
reports, histories, or plans of Sunday- 
schools is not the least satisfactory evi- 
dence of general neglect and indiffer- 
ence respecting it 

A late report of the Albany County 
Sabbath-School Union, contains a no- 
tice of this subject, extracted from the 
report of one of its auxiliary schools in 
Greenwich, (N. J.) " In this school 
there has been observed with pleasure, 
a growing taste for singing among the 
scholars, which the board would re- 
commend, as in itself adapted, and in 
experience actually demonstated, to be 
an important ud in affecting and inter- 
esting the minds of the young." 

Those who love Sunday-schools 
and Sunday-school recollections and 
associations, will enter into the feel- 
ings of a writer in a co-temporaiy 
journal, as expressed in the following 
extract. 

I lately visited a school, where sing- 
ing was regarded as one of the most de- 
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ligfatfiil exercises. ChHdren and teach- 
ers rose together, and in melodious 
strains sang praises to the Prince of 
Peace. Never shall I for|^et the 
time. The school was drawing to a 
close. The lesson had led the teach- 
ers to close and serious instruc- 
tions. The children's eyes betray- 
ed the emotions of their hearts. A 
solemn and holy stillness filled the 
room. I'he Superintendent read the 
hymn, 

« Glory to thee, my God, this night, 
For all the blessings of the tight.** 

All arose, — ^but I shall not attempt a 
description of the scene. Never did 
the «* Evening Htjot" strike me with 
such sublimity and beauty. Never 
before did I feel myself in so holy a 
place. It seemed to- be the atmos- 
phere of heaven. Siu-ely, thought I, 
the prediction is fulfilled, « Out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings thou 
hast perfected praise." 

I would remark concerning the 
voices of the children, that scarcely a 
discordant sound was heard. All 
seemed to join with fervour and with 
harmonious voices. The old objection 
to children's singing, that it spoils ; 
their voices for maturity, is going into | 
forgelfulness, where it ought to have | 
gone ages ago. Children can cry, ' 
and halloo, and not hurt their voices; 
— so can they sing and not hurt them. 
Are not our best singers those who 
began to sing in infancy? As well 
might we say, that the exercising of 
our limbs in childhood diminishes our 
muscular strength, as that singing in 
childhood injures our voices. 

More than half of the children in 
our Sabbath-schools will readily learn 
to sing if led by a competent teacher. 
They learn music with infinitely more 
ease than they learn their letters, and 
it gives a zest to the exercises of the 
school. 

We hope this subject will be seri- 
ously taken up, and that the friends 
of Sunday-schools will clearly see how 
much may be done through the in- 
strumentality of sacred songs to soft- 
en, instruct, and impress the infant 
mind. 

Vol. VII.— 26 



Firm USWXL BSFOST, 

Of the Manaekusetia Sabbath-Sehool 
Unions presented at their annual 
meetings May 27, 1830, pp. 40. 
We are accustomed to expect an- 
nually from the Board of Managers of 
this efficient auxiliary, evidence of 
great intelligence, and vigour in the 
prosecution of the Sunday-school en- 
terprise, and we are never disap- 
pointed. 

From the tables it appears, that 
there are 447 schools connected with 
this Union; that 156 schools continued 
through the winter, and 98 observed 
the Sabbath-School Teachers' Concert 
of Prayer; in 285, there are 51,183 
library books; and in the 383, which 
have reported, there are 7,034 teach- 
ers, 49,119 scbolai-s; 111 teachers and 
235 scholars who have joined the 
church during the last year, and 103, 
who are now ministers, or preparing 
for the ministry. 

The document before us contains 
a very valuable store of local and 
general information, from which we 
shall take as much as our limits will 
allow. 

One of the firat objects of the last 
year's plans, has been, to form all tlie 
Sunday-schools in the State into aux- 
iliary unions, in connexion with each 
association of ministers, or conference 
of churches. 

" This plan of organization may bo 
easily rendered simple, efficient, and 
permanent. The internal management 
of each school is entirely left to the 
direction of its own officers. The 
territory of each Union will be so 
small, that the managers can easily 
become intimately acquainted with 
the moral condition of every neigh- 
bourhood within its limits, and estab- 
lish a Sabbath -school wherever its in- 
fluence is needed." 

Among many valuable observations 
respecting the duty of teachers, is the 
following: — 

Were all conscientiously faithful in 
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their preparationg, and in discharging 
the duties of the Sabbath, every 
teacher should yet feel it a most im- 
perious duty to visit his scholars in the 
families where they reside, and to in- 
vite his class, when convenient, to 
spend an afternoon or evening at his 
own room. By this familiar inter- 
course the teacher will soon g^in a 
more prominent place in the confi- i 
dence and affection of the scholars, 
and convince them that he is indeed 
in earnest in seeking their best good, 
and that he feels what he says in the 
class on the Sabbath; while at the 
sumc time he obtains an almost un- 
bounded influence over their parents. 
No teacher, with suitable qualiiica- 
tions for his office, who lias faithfully 
performed this duty, is now willing to 
be deprived of the privilege. 

On the subject of winter schools the 
report holds the following language: — 

Vigorous efforts have been made for 
several yeai-s to persuade all our aux- 
iUaries to continue their operations 
througli the whole year And the 
lloartl would again earnestly recom- 
mend that every Sabbath-school, 
where the Meeting house or Vestry 
can be made comfortably warm, or 
where a room can be obtained in a 
private dwelling, should be continued 
through the winter, if not in^the warm- 
est montlis of summer. AH, old and 
young-, can attend the Sabbath-school, 
who can meet in the sanctuary, and 
many more, as facts abundantly prove, 
will attend public worship on the 
stormy Sabbaths of winter, where 
there is a Sabbath-school, tlian where 
there is none. 

As to the abuses of a library the 
board express their conviction. 

That many scholars read all their 
library books, except high-wrought 
fictions, with very great haste and 
carelessness. Many only glance at the 
story or pictures, and then return 
their book for another, to be treated 
in the same manner. Not a few so 
constantly pant after something new 
or excitable that they cannot be per- 
suaded attentively to penise a single 
vohime of sober history. Some will not 
even carelessly read our most interest- 
ing Sabbath-school books, unless there 



is the appearance of a fictitious stoiy 
on the first page. 

To remedy this evil, we have made 
vigorous efforts to exclude all books 
of this character from our Depository^ 
to supply their places with those con- 
taining valuable matter of fact, and to 
persuade each superintendent to see 
that his Sabbath-school library is faith- 
fully examined, and all such books re- 
moved. And as it is almost impossible 
to ascertain whether the children have 
read tlieir books, when each child has 
a different one, and the teacher none» 
the Board would advise every school, 
when it enlarges its library, to pur- 
chase a sufficient number of each 
book selected, to furnish a whole class 
and the teacher; and when a set has 
been retained two or three weeks, 
until each child is able to g^ive a satis- 
factory account of the whole book, let 
it pass to the next class, and so through 
the whole school. Except the expense 
of the book furnished the teacher, this 
mode of replenishing a library will 
cost no more than the old one. And 
it not only removes the evil alluded 
to, but it gpves the teacher an oppor- 
tunity to press the most important re- 
ligious truth of every book, home to 
the hearts and consciences of the 
scholars. 

The views presented in this report, 
in substance, commend themselves to 
the approbation of all the friends of 
the Institution. 



THIRD A^SrUAI. BErOHT 

Of the Hartford County (Con.) Sabbath 
School Union^ presented ai their 
meetings holden in Hartford, .Sprit 
14, 1830. pp. 28. 

Sunday-schools in the city of Hai-t- 
fbrd have always stood liigh, and at 
times, they have been among tlie most 
favoured of the Lord, in our land. The 
general difffusion of religious know- 
ledge in that state, and the general 
intelligence of the people, combine to 
give the institution great advantages. 
The number of reporting schools^ 
in connexion with this Union, is 38^ 
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teachers 1,100 ; scholars 6,085, and 
nearly 10,000 books in Sunday-school 
libraries. 

The report mentions an improve- 
ment in the character of libraries by 
the exclusion of objectionable books, 
which have been incautiously admit- 
ted. 

The suggestions of Rev. Dr. Alex- 
ander, in relation to Sabbath-schools, 
published the last year,* are spoken of 
in terms of high approbation, and some 
of the most important of them are al- 
ready in course of practical applica- 
tion. 

We cannot refrain from extracting a 
few passages, at random, from this in- 
teresting document. 

Though our schools have been much 
increased within a few years, the past 
year has added but few to our num- 
ber. In very few schools has the in- 
crease been great, and in some, there 
has been a falling off* from their num- 
bers. We know not whose fault this 
is, nor are we disposed to censure any 
one. But we do think that the teach- 
ers themselves can do more than the 
officers to continue their scholars in 
school. The first duty of a teacher is 
to interest his class, and to make them 
pleased with attending. We do not 
say that this can always be done. But 
it often happens, we have no doubt, 
that, if the children are not pleased 
with tlie Sabbath-school, it is the fault 
of the teacher. If a scholar is absent, 
the teacher may ascertain the cause, 
and almost always prevent a child's 
leaving the school, without a good 
reason. 

The prosperity of a school, in a 
great measure, depends upon tlie in- 
terest which the teachers feel in this 
work. If the teacliei-s are engaged, 
the school will floiu*ish. But if they 
are not interested, if they do not enter 
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upon their duties with spirit and 
energy, but meet them as an irksome 
task, the school will languish. It then 
becomes an important inquirj', how 
shall the teachers be led to cherish a 
deep interest in the prosperity of their 
school.^ First, we think they must be 
interested in their own classes. How 
can this be done? The answer is plain. 
Let them be faithful to their pupils in 
school, and faithful to them in the 
closet, and they vriW not fail to be in- 
terested in their charge. Let each 
teacher feel that here lies his Taiknt; 
that Christ has ^ivcn it to him; that 
to his Lord he is responsible for the 
improvement of it; let him remember, 
that he and his pupils are to meet to- 
gether around the judgment seat of 
Christ, and let him cherish an ardent 
and unextinguishablc desire, that he 
and they inay hear the Saviour's wel- 
come, and be admitted into the gates 
of th* celestial city — and he will not 
be indifferent to the welfare of his 
class; he will not meet his pupils from 
week to week, hear a formal recita- 
tion, and go away again, feeling that 
his work is done. 

Another important inquiry is, what 
are the best means to excite in the 
teachers, a mutual regard for each 
other, and a deep interest in the ge- 
neral welfare of the school? We be- 
lieve that no means ai*e so well adapt- 
ed to produce such a state of feeling, 
as social prayer meetings designed ex- 
clusively for the teachera. Here, they 
are brought into an acquaintance with 
each other, and before the throne of , 
a common Father, they make known 
their wants and desires; here they feel 
that the work in which they are en- 
listed is the same; that their Master 
is one, and their hopes and fears, their 
joys and their soitows are one: and 
last, though not least, they believe, 
that if they are faithful, they shall sit 
down together, and enjoy the same 
reward in tlie king^lom of glory. A 
very profitable, as well as interesting 
exercise on these occasions,is a familiar 
conversation upon the lesson of the 
succeeding Sabbath. Let the one who 
conducts the meeting, question the 
teachers, and give to aU that choose 
an opportunity to express their opinion 
upon the topics of the lesson. The 
teachers will previously prepare them- 
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selves for this exercise, by study, and 
reap much advantage from comparing 
theip views upon the subjects contain- 
ed in the lesson. It is important tliat 
one evening in a month, should be de- 
voted to hearing the teachers report 
the state of their classes. The advan- 
tages of this, can be known by those 
only who have tried it. The teachers 
will not only acquire a more accurate 
knowledge of their own classes, from 
having to give an account of them, but 
they will become acquainted with the 
character, standing and progress of the 
other scholars; they will learn the dif- 
ficulties and encouragements of their 
fellow-labourers,and the various means 
used to interest and instruct the pu- 
pils, and thus they will have an op- 
portunity to adopt any improvement 
introduced or suggested by others. 
We shall be much disappointed, if this 
course, prayerfully pursued, does not 
give to the teachers who shaH adopt 
it, a new interest in each other, and a 
new impulse to the school. One of 
our auxiliaries gives a particular notice 
of these meeting^ and speaks of them, 
as being the roost interesting and pro- 
fitable, of any the teachers attend. 



FIFTH BEFORT 

Of the Rfuxle-hland Sunday School 
Unions rood at their Annual Meeting, 
held in Promderice, April 7, 1830. 
pp. 24. 

This is quite a full and interesting 
report of Sunday-school affairs, from 
oneof our Auxiliaries, whose progress 
in the good work has been less rapid, 
than in those States where the design 
and benefits of the institution have 
been better understood. A new interest 
seems to have been awakened there, 
and the late measures they have 
adopted will, with the blessing of 
God, advance the cause still higher 
in their esteem and confidence. 

The union has thirty-two auxiliaries, 
estimated to embrace 546 teachers 
and 500p children. The amount sold 
from the depository of Sunday-school 



books during the year has been S530. 
Within the bounds of that State, ac- 
cording to the lowest computation, 
there are now more than ten thousan 
children of a suitable age, who are 
destitute of the advantages which flow 
from Sunday-schools. The report o 
an ag^nt who has been employed in 
that State during some portion of the 
last year, states that 

•* There are about forty Sabbath- 
schools in Rhode Island, and about 
four hundred school districts. I know 
this estimate to be within the limits 
of the truth, because I have been in 
each township in the State, and in 
some townships I have vimted every 
dwelling house. Now it should be 
recollected, that a g^*eat .majority of 
these schools are located in uie most 
populous places in the State. Thus 
Providence has eleven or twelve; con- 
sequently, when you pass the limits of 
the populous towns and villages, it is 
seldom a Sabbath-school can be found 
in any township." 

In allusion to the paculiar fitness 
of the institution to the wants of many 
sections of that State, the report of 
the managers says: 

" The benefits derived from Sunday- 
schools are peculiarly adapted to the 
wants of this state: perhaps more so 
than to any one in the Union. We 
are strictly speaking a manufacturing 
community. In every part of the 
State little villages are springing up; 
and those who have the largest fami- 
lies of children, who can be employed 
in the labour of the establisliments, are 
sought to |>eople them. We would 
say nothing intentionally to wound the 
feelings of any, but a sense of duty, 
and a desire for the rational improve- 
ment of the community, compels us to 
speak the plain language of truth. 
We are aware that in many of these 
factory villap^es, the leading men are 
lending their influence and their ef- 
forts for the instruction and good of 
the inhabitants. But we know fur- 
ther, that in many others, the intel- 
lectual and moral improvement of both 
young and old, is sadly neglected. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1830. Report of the Rhode-hlemd Sunday- School Union. 205 



Parents, compelled by their necessi- 
ties, or instigated by motives of self- 
ishness, cause their oft'spring, from 
their earliest years, to engage in the 
business of the manufactories. For- 
getful of the fact, that " knowledge 
IS better than a mine of wealth," they 
allow them no time for the acquisition 
of a common education, mu«h less of 
religious instruction. The holy Sab- 
bath is hailed by this youthful throng, 
not as a season set apart for the wor- 
ship of God, but as a day of relaxation 
from the severe and continued toils of 
the week, and is spent in slothful in- 
activity, or sports and recreations. 

If these statements be true, and who 
will deny them, what a field is here 
opened for the labours of the friends 
of Sabbath-schools? Animated by a 
sense of the deplorable condition of 
this large class of our youthful popu- 
lation, and believing that every des- 
titute village and district, when made 
acquainted with the design, and in- 
structed in the method of forming and 
conducting^unday-schools, will grate- 
fully seek thdr establishment, your 
board have already made arrange- 
ments, which they trust will meet 
your approval) as conducive to the at- 
tainment of the end in view. Mr. 
M'Dowell has been engaged to super- 
intend the agency the approaching 
season, and to associate with him a 
sufficient number of well-qualified 
agents, to assist in the work. We 
trust they will be enabled during the 
months of May and June, to visit eve- 
ry portion of the State, and by disse- 
minating the necessary information, 
and lending the aid of their exertions 
and experience, to do more towards 
the general extension of the Sunday- 
school system in this State, than has 
ever yet been effected." 

We have room only for two or three 
short extracts from the reports of par- 
ticular schools. 

Ih»n the Beneficent Congresaiional 
Sunday School Sodetyy Froviaefice. — 
" The Union Question Book, publish- 
ed by the American Sunday-school 
Union, has been introduced mto the 
school since our last report. Notwith- 
stan^ng the many objections urged 
against the use of pnnted question 
books, we are disposed to believe 



them very usefiil, as there are but few 
teachers who can express their views 
and sentiments with ease and perspi- 
cuity, in the form of questions. Be- 
sides, printed questions can be seen 
by all, and parents may thereby be- 
come acquainted with the doctrines 
and duties enjoined upon theu* oflT- 
spring." 

From the First Baptist S. School 
Society, Providence. — "Among the 
other special advantages which attend 
Sunday-school instruction, we regard 
it as not among the least, in the pre- 
sent improved and excellent method 
of imparting religious knowledge in 
our schools, that the teachers are ne- 
cessarily required to obtain a more 
intimate knowledge of the Bible, than 
has heretofore been considered neces- 
sary; so that they that water, are in- 
deed watered themselves. Indeed, the 
advantages attending Sunday-school in- 
struction, to parents, .teachers and 
scholars, are incalculable; and the 
blessings which follow in their train, 
can never be fully known until that 
great day for which all other days 
were made." 

From the Congregational Sunday- 
school Society, Bristol. — " Since our 
last report, we have been permitted 
to witness a more happy state of things 
in our school, tlian we luve ever be- 
fore seen. The first thing worthy of 
notice, was a deeper and more active 
interest manifested by the teachers 
of our school, in attending teachers' 
meetings for prayer, examination of 
lessons, and other subjects relative to 
our schools; in making grater exer- 
tions to increase our libraiy, and in 
successful efforts to increase the num- 
ber of scholars, and retain tliem in 
school through the winter. 

** It has been pleasing to notice an in- 
creasing interest on the part of pa- 
rents. Some have remarked that their 
children have frequently made their 
Sunday-school lessons and books, their 
last companions before sleep, and first 
after it, and some have been heard to 
murmur out part of their lessons in 
sleep. One little boy, six years old, 
was heard to repeat his lesson in a 
whisper, when passing along the street. 
The avidity with which every new 
book of our library has been seized 
and read, marked its usefuhiess. The 
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inquiry, how to reconcile difterent pas- 
sages of scripture, and others equally 
important, has been peculiarly gratify- 
ing to the teacher. 

** The occasional falling tear, from 
some few of the older scholars, in view 
of truth, encouraged us to hope God 
was about to visit us in mercy; but no- 
thing special occurred until the se- 
cond Sabbath in January, when we 
were permitted to hail tiie tear of a 
teacher, accompanied with the deeply 
solemn inquiry, "What shall I do?" 
No less than five of our teachers were 
found to be deeply impressed, on the 
following evening. These, with a few 
of our scholars, were the first known 
to be awakened among us. Quite in 
the early part of the revival, eight of our 
teachers were rejoicing in hope. One 
only remained without hope in Christ; 
she was absent, but not forgotten by 
the other teachers, when at the throne 
of Grace. After a few weeks she re- 
turned, and soon became a follower of 
the Saviour. Our whole number of 
teachers is twenty-two, one of whom 
joined the school recently, since ob- 
taining hope — twelve were professors 
of religion before the revival — and all 
are now hopefully pious. 

" Our whole number of scholars, at- 
tending school at present, is 136 — 
about 160 fittended during the warm 
season — 41 of whom are entertaining 
hope that they have passed from death 
unto life; and many of them give a 
pleasing evidence of their attachment 
to the Redeemer; some are yet anx- 
ious. The conversion of parents, has, 
in several instances, followed that of 
their children. The school has been 
greatly blessed, and is highly favoured 
with pious, intelligent teachers, who 
have a mind for the tvork. Two new 
schools have been formed in town, and 
the number of Sunday scholars is great- 
ly increased. There is also in con- 
nexion with ours, a school taugjht by 
a pious, excellent lady, consisting of 
more than twenty scholars, two of 
whom have obtained hope in this re- 
vival." 

Extract from a letter from Rey. Dayib 
Bkkeiiict, dated, ''Albion Milb, 
Smithfield, March 2rth, 1830. 
"A Sunday-school, under my su- 
perintendence, was commenced in this 



village, about the middle of November 
last, and has been continued through 
the winter^ and up to this time, with 
an unusual degree of prosperity, (con- 
sidering the dispersed and depressed 
condition of the place,) and I trust, 
with no inconsiderable effect. 100 
have entered the school, and the 
usual attendance has been uncommon- 
ly good. 

" I have now tested the principle, and 
Sim fully satisfied, that the winter sea- 
son is not only as good, but a much more 
favourable time for the management of 
Sunday-schools, in manufacturing vil- 
lages, (if in no other places,) than the 
milder portions of the year. Many of the 
children, and too many of their parents 
and guardians, are sadly deficient in 
principle, with respect to this impor- 
tant pursuit; and while they aie wea- 
ther bound by the severity of the sea- 
son, I have found it less difficult to 
keep them in the school, than when 
rural attractions invite them abroad." 



REVIEWS. 

LITTLE SUSAN, 

Or the Young Christian. Written for 
the American Sunday-School Union, 
and revised by the Committee of 
Publication, pp. 72. 
We have in this little volume one of 
the most extraordinary instances of 
early and exemplary piety which can 
be found, and one of its chief excel- 
lencies as a Sunday-school book, is, 
that it is all well authenticated. 

The exhibition of early piety, in a 
fictitious form, is attended with pecu- 
liar danger, and even where the, facts 
are believed to be true, the manner of 
stating them is often so objectionable, 
as to make it exceedingly questionable, 
whether, on the whole, the mischief 
done by them, is not much greater 
than the good. 

The work before us, is from the pen 
of a distinguished clergyman of the 
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Methodist church, and it is, he tells us, 
**a narrative of plain, unexaggerated 
truth." 

" The subject of it was well known 
to a very extensive circle of relations 
and acquaintance, any or all of whom, 
can attest the reality of the facts we 
liave asserted. The compiler received 
them from the very best authority, and 
was himself personally, though but 
slightly, acquamted with her. Feainng, 
however, that the character given 
might appear too highly coloured, 
one or two individuals of piety and 
judgment, who knew her intimately, 
and saw her daily, though not con- 
nexions, have been consulted, whose 
decided opinion it is, that in no instance 
has the truth been exceeded. Often, 
indeed, from the impossibility of re- 
presenting, by language, the counte- 
nance, voice, gesture, and manner, 
the impression made by our relation 
must fall short of the reality." 

The style lias undergone some 
changes, and a few passages have 
been omitted; and we are persuaded, 
that, though a still greater degree of 
simplicity is desirable, the volume will 
be found fitted to most of the children 
of Sunday-schools. 

Tliat our readers may judge of the 
character of tlie work, we shall give 
a few extracts which possess great in- 
terest, independently of the object 
for which we introduce them. 

After describing tlie mannera and de- 
portment of little Susan, the author 
says: — 

Still Susan was a child, and not at 
all above the innocent and becoming 
recreations of childhood. And she 
carried her piety even into her amuse- 
ments. They were not only such as 
were harmless in themselves, but pur- 
sued in a harmless manner. In them 
all she was watchful against sin; she 
took care not to let them encroach 
upon her duties, nor take up too much 
of her time, nor would she suffer her 
heart to be too fondly set upon them. 
She was very neat, too; and as an 
evidence of it, I may be allowed to 



mention, that, at her grandfather's in- 
stance, she had a little room by her- 
self, where she kept her play-things, 
her dolls, and her little drawers, all 
arranged with the most exact order 
and kept with perfect neatness. This 
room served also for her private du- 
ties. Hither she used to repair by 
herself with her little Bible, and in the 
retirement and solitude of this room, 
offered many fervent prayers to Him 
who said, « Enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut the door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret: and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall re- 
ward thee openly." (Matt. vi. 6.) 

The true children of God have ever 
been distinguished by their high and 
strong regard for his sacred oracles. 
The language of the holy David, the 
sweet psalmist of Israel, still ex- 
presses the sentiments of their minds 
and the feelings of their hearts. " O, 
how I love thy law. It is my medita- 
tion all the day." «* How sweet are 
thy words unto my taste ! yea, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth." This was 
a very discernible trait in the cha- 
racter of little Susan. In the month 
of February she had a neat little Tes- 
tament presented to her by a friend, 
on the blank leaf of which was written 
a prayer that it might "assist her in 
knowing from a child the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make her wise 
unto salvation, through faith that is in 
Christ Jesus." (2 Tim. iii. 15.^ She 
was exceedingly delighted with the 
present, and expressed great desire to 
understand the Bible better, and to 
love it more; at the same time inquiring 
how this knowledge and love might be 
obtained. She was directed to pray 
for the assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
who could alone explain it anght. 
The day was extremely cold, and as 
she went out of the room soon after 
without saying a word, her grandmo 
ther had supposed she had g^ne up 
stall's; and fearing she would take 
cold, requested her aunt to go up and 
bring her down. She did not find her 
there, however; but on opening the 
chamber door, saw her kneeling be- 
side her little bed, with the Testament 
before her; and so engaged was she in 
prayer, that she was not conscious of 
her entrance. She was praying, — " O 
my heavenly Father, make me love 
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the Bible— let me love to read it bet- 
ter than the Pilgrim's Progress, or 
any book. O Jesus! teach me to love 
thee," &c. 

In the summer of 1826, a lady was 
rending at her g^ndfather's, who one 
day was relating some accounts of her 
family. Among other things, she ob- 
served that she had two daughters who 
were pious, and two sons in the minis- 
tr>% and that she had lost two who 
died joyfully in the Lord. During 
this relation, little Susan occupied her 
usual seat by the side of her aunt, em- 
ployed with her needle, and seemed 
entu*ely eng^rossed by her work. For 
she was a modest child and humble, 
as are all truly pious children; and 
never intruded herself upon the notice 
of company, or made her remarks 
while older persons were in conversa- 
tion. But on her aunt's going out of 
the room, she followed, her, and said, 
"Oh, aunt, what a sweet and happy 
family that lady has;— four loving 
Christ on earth, and two praising him 
in heaven!" It was a great grief to 
her that her Sunday-school teacher 
was not decidedly pious, and she fre- 
quently mentioned it with g^eat anxie- 
ty. She would say, "I love Miss A — ^ 
but she is not pious. She never talks 
to me about Christ. She only hears 
mc say my lesson. O how I wish she 
loved Christ." Her aunt one day felt 
herself much reproved by her. Be- 
fore she became religious, Susan had 
a habit of crying violently for trifles, 
which she entirely left off when 
told that that it was sinful and impro- 
per. On the occasion to which I al- 
lude, she found her aunt in tears; and 
on asking her what was the matter, 
was told, "Nothing." — With an ex- 
pression of surprise, she replied, 
" Why I thought that it was wicked to 
cry for nothing, and you are a christian, 
aunt! Is it not sinful? Are you not 
wicked?" These last instances not 
only tend to illustrate the character 
of little Susan, but they serve also as an 
admonition to Sunday-school teachers, 
and to all others who have any thing 
to do in the management of children. 
How close is their observation! And 
if their are pious, what opinion must 
they form of those whose inconsisten- 
cies they witness ! And if they are not, 
how readily will they adopt those ha- 



bits which are set before them! The 
best precepts will weigh nothing 
against the influence of a bad example. 
In vain shall parents tell their chil(&en 
not to love the world, not to seek its 
applause, not to pursue its vanities^ 
ir the children see that these are 
the principal objects of their parents' 
pursuit, and the most agreeable sub- 
jects of their conversation. 

THE BBITISH OFFICXB. 

A Narrative of the Character and 
Death of Mr, Twker Mends, who 
was killed at the Siege of jilgiers. 
Revised by the Committee of Pub- 
lication. 18mo. pp. 72, (seventh 
series,) price 18 cents bound, 10 
cents boards — with usual discounts. 

This brief narrative has been placed 
on our shelves during the last month. 
It presents a case of early and exem- 
plary piety, under circumstances of 
peculiar interest. The subject of it 
was a well-educated young man, con- 
nected with persons^some high in 
rank in the British navy, and others 
possessing g^at respectability in the 
mercantile and religious world. The 
manner of his death, the religious 
state of his mind, for a considerable 
period before his death, and the letters 
he wrote under the influence of a pre- 
sentiment that he should not survive, 
the engagement in which he fell, — 
are so many circumstances to g^ve 
force and interest to his biography. 

The preface to the American Sun' 
day-School Union edition remarks^ upon 
the spirit of the age which, within a 
few years, has shown itself in the pro- 
vision which has been made for the 
moral and religious improvement of 
seamen. 

** The establishment of places of wchv 
ship, Sunday-schools andioan-librariesw 
of boarding-houses, marine schools, and 
savings-banks, the observance of the 
Sabbath and divine worship at sea, to< 
gether with the distribution of the 
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Bibles and of religious ti-acts, have 
been among the means employed to 
bring sailors to a knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus. » 

The Amerieaa SeamerCa Friend So- 
eiety has been organized nearly two 
years, and has been the instrument of 
great good. Other societies of the 
same kmd are established in the prin- 
cipal sea-ports of Christendom. 

We, who enjoy religious priinleges, 
seldom think how large a portion of 
our fellow-citizens ai'e entirely depriv- 
ed of them; and when we consider 
how many of the comforts and neces- 
saries of life come to us, tlirough the 
labours, and dangers, and privations 
of seamen, we ought to be willing to 
do all in our power for their comfort 
and salvation. As it is now, it may 
be said of many a ship, that it carries 
no balm for the afflicted; there is no 
physician there. If a poor sailor sees 
that he is bound to eternity, that no- 
thing but a change of hejirt and an in- 
terest in the atoning blood of Christ 
can save his soul from being wrecked 
— ^totally wrecked; if he is burdened 
with a sense of sin, and a fear of God's 
displeasure, he has no friend to whom 
he can open his heart, for he has not 
yet learned the way to the best of 
friends — ^the Friend of sinners, who 
rules the raging billows, and gives 
peace and hope to the trembling 
spirit. 

Let us give them the Bible, the 
tract, the instruction of a Sunday- 
school, and the privileges of worship 
at home and abroad, and we may hope 
to see them as happy as they are use- 
ful, and as much distinguished for 
their sobriety as they have been for 
their thoughtlessness. 

We cannot better illustrate the cha- 
racter and feelings of the young man 
whose biography is before us, as well 
as the general style of the book, than 
by the following extract, and the re- 
marks accompanying it, from a letter 
to his mother; written under the firm 
conviction, that when his mother 
should read it, the hand that wrote it 
ijirould be " mouldering back to dust," 

Vol. yil.— 27 



and dated— " Eternity." The author 
justly, observes, that — 

Sons will read it as their own lan- 
guage; mothers will fed it addressed 
to them. In the intercourse of indi- 
viduals, we reflect • on the circum- 
stances of each, while we mark their 
langiiage, and these influence our 
opinion of their motives. The words 
of a child to a beloved parent, are 
likely to be the utterance of undis- 
guised affection. It is no easy thing 
for one, whose mind is susceptible of 
every tender emotion, to sit down 
and tell a mother, *<it is probable I 
shall never see you more." Under 
such a feeling, the sentiments express- 
ed have a stamp of sincerity. The 
letter evidently discovers a hurried 
state of mind, a rapid transition from 
one subject to another — a hovering of 
thought between self and the beloved 
object before the imagination. He 
utters in this, the same expressions of 
lively confidence, with a constant re- 
ference to the same truths as the 
gp*ound of his support; sudden glances 
at the littleness of this world, and the 
grandeur of another; at the pains of 
this life, and the glories of a better. 
But its principal feature is a tender 
anxiety, an ardent concern about a 
mother's eternal interests; the plead- 
ing eloquence of the heart, that strives 
to prevail, but seems embarrassed by 
the importance of its subject. He al- 
ludes to every truth, and uses every 
consideration, to make them bear on 
the great subject of salvation by Christ 
alone; while he strives, if possible, to 
heal the wound and dry the tear, 
which were to be a mother's lot, when 
he had passed far beyond the bounda- 
ries which enclose sorrow and sighing, 
pain and death. Surely, if religion is 
not a reality, our friend could not 
have felt such solicitude respecting it, 
or if he had not known and felt it in 
its power. 

By tlie side of such a scene, the 
cold, unsatisfied indifference of the 
dying infidel looks inconceivably piti- 
ful; the blasphemy of a dying profli- 
gate, indescribably wretched. Con- 
templating such a scene, the believer 
should be encouraged, remembering, 
that He who imparted to our friend 
strength equal to his day, is able tO 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ISO 



Review — BrUisk Officer. 



Juty$ 



make all grace abound towards thero, 
and enable them to say as he did, *' I 
die trusting." 

" ETxairxTT. 
^*My dear Mother ^ 

••I arrived with the fleet in the 
Mediterranean, and anchored at Gib- 
raltar; but finding no conveyance to 

Malta, where Captain resides at 

present, I remained on board this ship. 
We are off Algiers, and shall attack it 
immediately. If I do not live to see 
you any more, you will receive this, as 
I leave it in my desk for you. it b 
expected this will be a most tremend- 
ous fight, and the Albion, from her 
situation, will receive more fire than 
any other in the squadron. I am sta- 
tioned on the forecastle, having a g^n 
there under my charge. As this letter 
will not reach you, until I am launched 
into eternity, know, my dear, dear mo- 
tiiier,tlutl have hope in my lledeemer's 
sufierings, to be justified before the 
^ face of my God. While writing this, 
I pray that my fall may have the effect 
or pointing you to Him, who only can 
save, and that he can to the very 
uttermost. I should indeed dread to 
die; but I trust that if I do, I am only 
sent to sing praises the sooner to that 
Redeemer who has sent his grace into 
my heart. I have left the things of 
this, for those of another world, where- 
I hope my Saviour will receive me as 
one of his blessed — blessed with hav- 
ing his precious g^ce. May he send 
it into all your hearts, and draw you 
to himself. Remember that this world 
is of little consequence to me at this 
moment. *A11 is vanity!' Oh, de- 
ceive not yourselves, but look to the 
Redeemei>'s sufferings for you. If 
you ask for his grace while on this 
earth, you shall have it. A God com- 
ing on this earth, to die for such 
worms! I survey this plan of redemp- 
tion with wonder and love to him who 
died for me. Remember, oh mother, 
that my la^t wish is, that you pray 
earnestly for the Holy Spirit, and sav- 
ing grace of Christ, which alone can 
make me happy at this time. By the 
time you receive this, I shall long have 
been gone, I hope, to heaven. "Don't 
grieve for me, for by that time I shall 
be with the Redeemer; but be con- 
cerned for your own soul, which is 



liable to be required of you each day, 
each moment. Look that you be 
ready, when it shall be required of 
you. I feel quite resigned to all that 
can happen to me, as I know I am 
under the direction of a loving Father. 
My last prayer is, that you may know 
Christ and him crucified. Learn to 
think yourself a sinner by nature, and 
that all your charities are as dust be- 
fore God, unless you have and feel a 
love to Christ, surpassing all other 
love. If you have not thb love, pray 
earnestly that you may feel it, and that 
immediately; for see how I am cut 
off" in the prime of youth. If I knew 
you felt that Christ died for you, I 
could indeed depart into another 
world with delight. OA, embrace 
Christ J who alone can save. Let these 
words strike on your heart with treble 
force. Read especially the New Tes- 
tament — ^the Epistle to the Romans, 
and Doddridge's Rise and Progress of 
Religion in the Soul. Know that 
these things are now what 1 rest on. 
Silver and g^ld are of no consequence 
to me now; Christ is the only refuge 
by which we may enter. Remember, 
that by the time you> receive this, I 
am either in heaven or hell! If in 
heaven, not by mine own works, but 
through Christ, who was the only one 
that ever kept the law. He is our 
justification before the pure throne of 
heaven. The God that dwells there, 
is of purer eyes than to behold iniqui- 
ty; therefore he will not behold us, 
except through a blessed Mediator, 
Christ, to whom we must pray for his 
blessed Spirit to help us, seeing that 
our state is by nature sinful. Except 
ye be born again of the Holy Spirit, 
ye cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

"Let this shock make you fly to 
Christ; if so, I willingly die; for I shall 
soon see you, if you g^ to him, in an- 
other and a better world. I die trust- 
ing. I commend you all again into 
His hands, '^ho can indeed bless you, 
until 1 see you in heaven. We shall 
meet ag^in, perha))s very 30on. 

"Yours," &c. 

This is an object on which contem- 
plation may dwell with advantage. A 
youth, little more than eighteen years 
of age, on the eve of entering into a 
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perilous conflict, dtting down under a 
strong impression of approaching 
death, to inscribe his last adieu, and 
give utterance to the last feelings of a 
son's affection. Letters written under 
such circumstances, will be regarded 
as the dictates of the heart. They 
tell the undisguised principles of the 
mind, the real anticipations of another 
world. The picture they draw has 
strong features. The force of expres- 
sion natural to a mind awakened by 
solemn and terrific scenes; a tender- 
ness of affection that awakens our 
sympathy, and sheds light over the 
oarkness of death's approach; but 
most of all, a calm tranquillity of spirit, 
a joyful confidence, which honours 
the grace of God, and loudly tells the 
x-eality and blessed influence of vital 
religion. Why all this? Whence this 
happy state of mind, this bright pros- 
pect of eternity? Nothing said about 
the fears of danger, the pains of death; 
no want of courage to face suiTerin^, 
but all pleasure in the soul! It ib 
from a well-g^imded reliance on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The "joy and 
peace," is all in ** believing" his will- 
ingness to save, believing that he had 
communicated his rich grace to the 
soul, and that his promises were all 
engaged for its welfare. He felt that 
though his passage through the valley 
of the sliadow of death would be rug- 
ged, yet that the divine rod suid staff 
would comfort him. Why this eager 
solicitude for the welfare of othera? 
this strong anxiety that they might 
know and love the truths of the gos- 
pel? They had been precious to him, 
he wished them to feel their value; 
Christ was the foundation of his hopes, 
and he knew that " there is none other 
name under heaven, given among 
men, whereby we must be saved." 

There will be found in this little vo- 
lume, two superior wood engravings 
— one presenting a view of Algiers 
from the harbour, and the other, a 
x'iew of the engagement in which 
young Mbbus was slain. 

We owe it to ourselves and to the 
friends of the Society, to say, that in 
the re-printing of foreign books, there 
is much in their style which we feel to 



be objectionable, especially in the 
unfitness of the words to the capaci- 
ties of children — ^but which it is very 
difficult to correct entirely, without 
transcribing the whole work. With 
the small books, tliis has sometimes 
been done; but in a book of the size 
of that now before us, many exception- 
able words will escape notice, and 
can only be corrected upon subsequent 
revision. 



HI8TOBT OF THE CHURCH OF CHXIIST. 

So numerous are the demands 
which the care of our own publica- 
tions makes upon our time and 
thoughts, that we can seldom exam- 
ine books which come into our hands 
from other sources. We see enough 
of them, however, to satisfy us^ that 
though some of them possess high ex- 
cellence, and as such are added to 
our catalogue of miscellaneous books, 
others are exceedingly defective, un- 
profitable and deceitful. 

Among the latter, is an 18mo. of 
144 pages just published, with this im- 
posing title: — 

'*IIistori/ of (he Church of Chrut, 
from the creation to the present time. 
JlsoNiarrative, 6fc. for S. S, Libraries. 
Portland, Sliirly and Hyde^ 1830." 

On opening the book, the reader 
finds that all there is in the volume 
respecting or resembling a history of 
the church, is contained in the first 
twenty-seven pages! So that instead 
of that most desirable work, which we 
have sought, and for which we have 
offered a premium in vain, viz. a his- 
tory of the church adapted to the use of 
Sunday-schoolsi we have what might 
properly be entitled, a veiy short, and 
very disjointed statement of several in- 
dependent facts, some more and some 
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less remotely connected with history 
and prophecy? introductory to an odd 
collection of narratives, memoirs, es- 
says, anecdotes, poetry, &c. &c., suffi- 
dent to occupy the requisite number 
of pages. 

A substantial objection to the book 
is, that it is not what it pretends to be. 
We do not mean by this remark to im- 
pute any designed unfairness to the 
respectable press, from wliich the 
book seems to have issued. But how- 
ever justifiable it may be, to make up 
a book for sale, and to give it some 
special appropriation, whether it has 
any or not, such as *'/or families," 
*^ for young people," or ^* for Sunday- 
school libraries" in order to facilitate 
its circulation; it is very clear, that 
those who purchase books on the faith 
of their titles, should be put on their 
guard in such cases, and it is with this 
view, and no other, that we forewarn 
them to examine the " History of tlie 
Church, for Sunday-school libGaries,'' 
before they buy it. 

In a religious newspaper publislied 
at Portland, we have the following 
notice of this work; we extract it for 
the purpose of giving the book as 
much credit as it deserves in the view 
of others. 

With the contents of tliis book, in 
themselves considered, we have litile, 
if any fault to find. On the contmry, 
we think they must be read with 
great interest and profit. Still, we 
conceive, the publishers have erred in 
the titlp which they have given it. 
Besides being of a more miscellaneous 
character than its name imports, the 
leading article in the volume is not, 
properly speaking, a history of the 
church; but the Sermon, which was 
listened to with so much interest by 
the last General Conference of Maine, 
changed to the form of an essay or 
dissertation, in which two positions 
are illustrated by historical facts, viz. 
— ""the difficulties which attend the 



progress of the church,'' and "the 
certainty of her triumph," notwith- 
standing. To this succeed ^two at- 
tested narratives; followed by •* mis- 
takes in religion," "Self-deception 
exemplified," and various other pieces, 
constituting an ample variety. 



SXTBACTS WHOHL TBE REPORT OF A MIS- 
SIOKARr — IHTLUENCE OF PRSJUDICX. 

Rode to — — ., and learned the re- 
sult of Wednesday's meeting. They 
resolved to establish a school, and 
commence it on the next Sabbath ; 
but refused to liave any library. Such 
is the general state of feeling in this 
settlement, that I do not suppose the 
best Sunday-school hbrary that could 
be formed of the publications of the 
American S. S. Union, would be ac- 
cepted, if offered gratuitously. In- 
deed, some parents threaten to take 
away their children from school, if any 
one should attempt to explain the 
Scriptures, or say any thing about the 
lessons. There ai*e in tlie settlement 
eleven families sufficiently compact to 
send to the same school with conve- 
nience. But three men among them 
make any profession of religion, and, 
unfortunately for the interests of Sun- 
day-schools, they are men of doubtful 
piety. I cannot better illustrate the 
moral and religious condition of this 
and many other sections of my dis- 
trict, than by giving you the history 
of a Sabbath-school that was opened 
here two years ago, as it was given to 
me by one of the most respectable 
men in the place. 

According to the account of My. 

, of , a certain man 

by the name of , (of rather doubt- 
ful clwiracter,) belonging to a neigh- 
bouring town, proposed opening a 
SumWy-school and furnishing a library, 
and the time was appointed to begin. 
The people came together with the 
children; and as it was made a regula- 
tion to open and close the school witU 
prayer, somebody must be called on 
to pray. Only three men in the place 
were ever kiM)wn to pray — viz. one 
Methodist, and two Presbyterians- 
The latter being present, one of them 

(Mr. ) was invited to pei-form the 

service. As he rose to comply with 
thi» request, about one-half of the 
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meeting, not consddering Mr. a 

fit person to pray, left the place, in 
order to avoid hearing him. At the 
close of the school, the other Presby- 
terian (Mr. ' ) was called on to 
pray. Those who had stayed during 
the first service, could not bear to 
hear such a man as Mr. » pray, and 
fled the place. Thus began and end- 
ed the Sunday-school in . 

Difficulties in a village in New York. 
To give you any idea of the difficul- 
ties which our school has had to en- 
counter, it would be necessary to 
prive you a little history of our little 
village and its vicinity, which would 
be a distinction that we are not 
wortliy of, particularly if we con^ne 
our remarks to Sabbath-schools. Suf- 
fice it to say the village contains up- 
wards of 30 families, that nearly all the 
land is owned in the neighbournQod by 
a few yery wealthy men, that it is set- 
tled by tenants of tlie lowest grade in 
society, who disregard the Sabbath, 
have no inclination, or very little, to 
have their children educated in any 
way, and least of all in Sabbath-schools. 
The wealthy men do not observe the 
Sabbath, except as a particular day to 
salt cattle, &c., of which they have a 
vast multitude. So great is their in- 
fluence, that whatsoever some of them 
will say, is considered by the multitude 
as of greater authority than the Bible 
itself. They laugh and ridicule the 
Bible, and every thing that is sacred or 
good; still our little school, even in this 
Sodom, has done some good; the few 
who attend it,are strongly attached to it. 

From the Sunday-school in Mxandricu 
\Pa.) 
We do not know that they (Sunday- 
schools,) have had a direct influence 
on any individual, excepting one wo- 
man, the mother of four children; bred 
in ignorance, she did not even know 
her letters, and never attended any 
place of worship. On hearing her 
little daughter, eleven years of age, 
read the Scriptures, and books from 
the Sabbath -school library, she became 
concerned, and applied to one of the 
superintendents to teach her privately: 
she is now engaged, and anxious to get 
instruction. She can spell, and we 
hope slie will be soon able to read. 
We Iiave reason to believe that the 



books taken home by the children, and 
read in the families, have excited in 
the minds of many adults, a strong de- 
sire to learn to read. Eight have at- 
tended our common school through 
the winter in this village. 

From a Missionary in the West. 

T—is a flourishing village of thirty 
famiUes, many of whom are from the 
Eastern Stated. There are twelve or 
fourteen professors of religion in the 
place; but I could find only four whofelt 
deeply interested in the cause of Sun- 
day-schools, and indeed there is but 
one who manifests a determination to 

go forward in it. Mr. P says there 

are 100 children in this neighbourhood 
who are old enough to attend school, 
and most of them spend their Sabbaths 
in playing ball, and other amusements. 
Public sentiment in this place is very 
strong against Sunday-schools, though 
a considerable number of the inhabi- 
tants have been particularly acquainted 
with them. Several copies of an infidel 
paper are taken, and diligently read in 
this village. They have preaching but 

seldom. Mr P. sa^s he will have a 

Sunday-school, and with the blessing 
of God, it may be the means of building 
up His cause, and saving many souls, 
in this (now) abandoned village. 

I am not at all discouraged, but the 
work before me is great; I am not dis- 
couraged, so long as I heai- such state- 
ments as the following: — 

"Our Sunday-school is going on 
finely. We have about thirty-five 
scholars, and a considerable library, 
Capt. B. has become deeply interest- 
ed in the school, and I think it has 
been the means of producing a change 
in him. He is one of the teachers, and 
spends half his time in studying his 
question book, to prepare for his lea- 
son on the Sabbath. I did not inquire 
whether this change was a hopeful 
conversion, but received the impres- 
sion, that he regarded it as such." 

From a Sunday-sdiool in New Jersey. 
Permit me to say, that from expe- 
rience and observation, we judge and 
say that the Sabbath-school cause does 
not produce the good it ought, after 
it has been apparently gaining ground 
for so long a time; we act too much 
under the impression that the conse- 
quences of all our labours will be seen 
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after the childrei^ grow up. Then, we 
are apt to say, we shall see in the fhiits 
of Sabbath-schools, Buchanans, and 
Brainerds, and Henry Martyns, and 
Harriet Newells, &c. &c. This is 
true; but we had our great men long 
before Sabbath-schools began. And 
they would probably have arisen in 
the church, without Sabbath-schools. 
What then should the peculiar result 
be? Why, the immediate converaon 
of the children to God. And until 
this is our object, our aim is too low, 
and Sabbath-school privileges will be 
abused. 

This consideration should be kept 
constantly in view, by Sunday-school 
teachers and Missionaries, and by all 
who have the superintendence of Sab- 
bath-schools. 

i>om the MiUon,{Pa.) Sunday-school 

' We find it much more difficult to 
interest teachers, than to obtain scho- 
lars. Though many engage, few 
continue long. For nearly a year our 
whole number fpr both departments 
were only three, inclucUng the super- 
intendent. Two of them were former- 
ly scholars, and for four years, have 
been indefatigable as teachers. A few 
weeks ago one of these married and re- 
moved, whose place has been filled by 
another scholar, a regular attendant 
for five years. We do not recollect 
that we have had a visit from a Minis- 
ter of any denomination, since the com- 
mencement of our school, and if they 
have rendered us any assistance, it is 
unknown to us. 

Benefits of a library, — From the Jef- 
ferson and Berkley y (Fa.) Report, 
Sabbath-school libraries have been 
one of the most powerful aids in accom- 
plishing these things. These little 
volumes have been the means, through 
the blessing of God, of conveying to 
the youthful mind such useful know- 
ledge and instruction, and have been 
inade the acknowledged instrument in 
his hands, of enlightening the mind, 
and leading to the fountam of peace. 
They have not only been beneficial 
and instructive to the young, but 
have been eagerly inquired after, and 
read by those who are advanced in life. 
Parents have solicited books from these 
libraries through their children, and 



some have not been ashamed to ac- 
knowledge, that they have been much 
benefited, as well as instructed, by 
the perusal of these volumes. Indeed 
particular cases might be mentioned, 
where parents have waited with anx- 
ious solicitude for the return of their 
children from Sabbath-school, that they 
might receive from their hands a new 
volume from the Sabbath-school libra- 
ry and after the perusal and re-perusal, 
look forward with anticipations of plea- 
sure and delight, for the return of the 
next Sabbath, when they should have 
the privilege of ag^in receiving from 
the bands of their child, another vo- 
lume from the Sabbath-school li- 
brary. 

ACCOBDAKCX OF 1I7DIAK TEADITIOITS 
WITH THE. HIBTOBT CONTAIKEB IH 
THE HEBREW SCBIFTUBES. 

In our number for November last, 
we published an extract from an inte- 
resting letter addressed to a gentle- 
man in Phiktdelphia, by an officer df the 
army, dated SauU St, Marie, Septem- 
ber 12, 1829. We are permitted to take 
the following extract from a letter by 
the same gentleman, dated at the same 
place, Februry 20, 1830, which con- 
tains some interesting facts illustrative 
of the accordance of the traditions of 
the Indians with the history contain- 
ed in the Hebrew Scriptures. 

'* The Indians have a clear and cir- 
cumstantial tradition of the Deluge, 
and probably of several other events 
which occurred in the earliest ages; 
but as I am fully aware of the force 
of imagination over the minds of anti- 
quarians of all descriptions, I shall not 
now insist on any of these resemblances. 
I may remark, however, that the man- 
ners, if the expression is allowable, of 
the Book of Genesis, and the Hebrew 
books generally, make them' particu- 
larly interesting to the Indians. The 
ceremonial uncleanness of the females, 
numerous observances in war, aiul 
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medicine hunting connected there- 
with, the whole business of Sahgahge^ 
witehegawint or Sacrifice, the rite of 
circunicifflon, the customs in relation 
to the punishment of murder and other 
crimes, the direct intercourse with the 
Deity by means of dreams and visions, 
and a thousand other circumstances, 
seem to the Indians to indicate that they 
themselves are mudi more like the an- 
cient people of God than we are. In 
many instances, they clum to live up to 
the laws of the Bible, with more faithful- 
ness than we do; and this is, indeed, in 
numerous instances, too true. These 
remarks are, I believe, applicable to 
all the Indians with which I have had 
any considerable acquaintance. The 
tribes have all g^reat and manifest re- 
semblances to each other, yet are 
widely unlike in some particulars." 

XILAV, HUBOir COUHTT, OHIO. 

The Huron County Sunday-School 
Union, was organized Dec. ^2, 1829, 
with nxteen schools, and all supplied 
with libraries from books brought 
into the county by your agents. 

Our annual meeting is to be held on 
the third Tuesday of November next. 
I was unwilling, however, that your 
anniversary should pass, without hav- 
ing received from us same account of 
the Sunday-schools in this county. I 
have therefore bv spedal effort obtain- 
ed reports from the secretaries of near- 
ly all the schools. Where I have not re- 
ceived reports, I have supplied the de- 
fect from sources tolerably authentic. 
All the schools have cohtikusd iir 

OPEBATIOX THUOUGH THE WIKTSB. 

Many of our schools thought last fall 
that this would be impracticable; they , 
all, however, adopted for their watch- 
word, that little monosyllable which 
accomplished so much in the mouth 
of the great founder of Sabbath- 
schools, and all difficulties vanish- 
ed. We had only to say •« Tax," and 
the mountain became a plain, with not 
so much as a mole-hill to impede our 
progress. 



Tour publications are universally 
popular here as far as known. The 
books are read by parents no less 
than by children. 

From the Report of a Sunday-aduxd 
near (httyehwrgk^ (Pa,) March, 
1830. 

The most obvious benefit arising 
from our school, is the observance of 
the Sabbath. Formerly the children 
of our village were under no restraint 
on the Lord's day, but devoted it to 
mirth and folly. Now, however, such a 
thing is indeed very rare. Nor is the 
observance of the Sabbath confined to 
the children. Many of tlie parents 
come to the school, hear their children 
acquit themselves of their week's task, 
and return home well pleased with 
the manner in which they spent their 
Sabbath evenings and leisure hours, 
which used to be devoted to idle or 
criminal pursuits. The library is read 
with avidity by old and young; such 
is the spirit excited by our little books, 
that a few children, in order to pro- 
cure the loan of them, have by their 
tears and entreaties overcome a mani- 
fest unwillingness in their parents, and 
are now attending the schools. And 
we do not hesitate to say, that the 50 
or 60 little messengers which we scat- 
ter over our neighbourhood every 
week, there to be read by old and 
young, will exalt among us the stand- 
ard of moral character, and elevate 
the tone of pious and benevolent feel- 
ing. Indeed at the. present moment 
their influence is seen and felt. Many 
who were openlv opposed to the sys- 
tem have not only ceased to calumni- 
ate it, but have become its warm 
friends. 

lYom the Report of the Albany County 
Saboathschool Union, 

One feature in the brightening 
prospect of our city schools, we pre- 
sent as peculiarly a source of encour- 
agement, and worthy of universal 
imitation: — ^the increased attendance, 
the mamfest seriousness and interest 
of our teachers on the occasion of our 
Monthly Concert of Prayer. 

Sahhaih-School FubKcatitms. ^The 
Board have learned with pleasure, that 
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fibrvies are exciting and cherishing 
xcTV extensively a taste for reading, 
both in the minds of parents and chil- 
di«n. While we earnestly recom- 
mend the formation and increase of 
libraries, as decidedly the best system 
of reward to the children, and as an 
almost indispensable auxiliary to the 
operations of a Sabbath-School, we 
would esi)ecially and urgently invite 
the attention of Superintendents and 
Pastors, to the purchase and selection 
only of the best books — Of such as are 
adapted not merely, nor principally, 
to amuse the youthful mind; but to in- 
struct, convert, and sanctify the soul 
— to cherish and to improve all that is 
amiable, and to correct all that is evil, 
both in temper and deportment. The 
Board would also suggest to those in- 
terested in conducting the schools 
imder our care, the grej^t importance 
of extending those easy and excel- 
lent means of religious instruction 
and of Sabbath-school intelligence af- 
forded by the Sunday-School Maga- 
zine, the Youth's Friend, and Infant's 
Magazine. 

The superintendent* of one of the 
most prosperous schools in the city, 
reports that the frequent visitation of 
the school by the pastor and officers 
of the church, is attended by happy 
effects, producing ''greater diligence 
and faithfulness on the part of the 
teachers, and more attention from the 
children." 



ESTIltfATE OP THIS MAGAZINE, BT 
THOSE POR WHOSE BENEFIT IT IS IN- 
TENDED. 

Extract of a letter from a gentleman in 
Virginia. 
The selected lessons are uniformly 
used for testament classes, and the plan 
of using them is subject to all the cen- 
sures of your April review. Very few 
copies of the American Sunday-School 
Magazine are taken, and i doubt whe- 
ther a majority of the superintendents 
take it. 1 know an instance of an indi- 
vidual offering it, if teachers would or- 
der it, to pay for those who said they 
were not able to do so themselves; or 



unwilling, after having taken it some 
time, but without inducing an order. I 
know of frequent loans to teachers who 
have not asked for succeding numbers, 
and apparently did not care for them. 
I should like to see this work in every 
teacher's hands, and if you think it 
worth while, I will send you a list of 
teachers to whom you may send each 
one number gratis^ and see what this 
plan will do. If you do, have reference 
in that particular number to such 



KINDNESS OP A TEACHER RECIPBOCATED. 

I know of a little girl, (says one of 
our late Reports,) whose teacher 
being sick, she applied to her mo- 
ther for permission to visit her, and 
was denied on account of the condi- 
tion of the streets, which were nearly 
impassable. She w^pt and said, <<My 
teacher always visits the children 
when they are sick, and I wish to 
visit her. " 

ONE SECRET OP SUCCESS. 

I think it easy to keep up a school and 
its intei'ests, (says another report) and 
never saw a teacher who would certain- 
ly and peculiarly visit each absentee 
during the week, and who prepared 
to meet the class on the Sabbath, who 
did not have a full class. I like the plan 
of visiting on Saturday and seeking con- 
versation with parents; and the very 
best plan I have ever known, is to get 
the parents to visit the school. This 
plan sutceeds when all others fail. 

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION, ADDRESS- 
ED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

It is hard even to make even Chris- 
tians feel that this is a work of indi' 
vidual responsibility. It needs to be 
pressed .home again, and again, and 
agpain, that every child must bear 
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brought into a Sabbath-school, and that 
by no more wonderful means than the 
self-denying exertions of men and wo- 
men. Many such pieces as your April 
review, if they would only be read, 
would do good. 



OOOO SVGGSSTXON. 

Extmet from the Report of the Bus- 
tJeton^ {Pa,) Sunday-school, 

Every scholar receives a Bible, for 
committing to memory the book of 
John. We think it of vast import- 
ance that every child should obtain a 
Bible before leaving school. 



STATS PnOVISIOK. 

From the Report of the Smyrna^ {Del.) 
Sunday school. 

The Legislature of the State having 
made provision for the encouragement 
of Sunday-schools, &c., of twenty 
cents annually per scholar, we have at 
two several times received very effi- 
cient aid from this quarter. 



THE RESOLUTION. 

*« Resolved— 7%a< the American 
Sunday-School Union^ in reliance upon 
Divine aid, will, within two years, es- 
tablish a Sunday-school in every desti- 
tute place where it is practicable, 
throughout the Valley of the Missis- 
sippi." 

Our friends have doubtless read the 
history of the proceedings in this, and 
neighbouring cities, within the last 
four or five weeks, upon the resolu- 
tion just given, with various emotions. 
These proceedings afford abundant 
evidence that the grand project re- 
specting the Vailbt of the Mjssis- 

VoL. Vll —28 



sippi, has already excited a deep in- 
terest in the Christian community, 
wherever it has been proposed and 
examined ; and that wise and good 
men, very generally, are disposed to 
give it countenance and patronage. 

No measure has ever yet been pro* 
posed for the accomplishment of 
good, by the aid of Sunday-schools, 
which approaches this, in immediate 
interest and importance. It asks 
more ardent prayer; more simple de- 
pendence upon the power and grace 
of God; more s:icrifices of pride, in- 
dolence, and love of the world, — than 
any single enterprise with which we 
have been acquainted, in this day of 
enterprise. 

But we have neither time nor room 
for prefaces; and we proceed at once 
to consider, as concisely as may be— - 
1. What are the facts connected with, 
and bearing upon, our proposed work 
in the Mississippi Valley? 

"The field is the world,*' said 
our blessed Redeemer, in the ex- 
planation of one of his parables. "Go 

TB INTO ALL THE WORLD,'' WaS his 

command to the few followers wHo 
then stood by him; though not less dis- 
tinctly and imperatively to all who 
should become his followers, till time 
shall be no more. But stich is the 
constitution of man in this state, and 
such the circumstances in which he 
lives and acts, that he can accom- 
plish nothing, unless he observes a 
due regard to means and opportuni- 
ties. He must limit, define, and ar- 
range his objects in such a manner, as 
that he may do effectually what he 
does at all; and not expend his f )rce 
upon so large a surface, as to leave 
no trace of its application. In sup- 
plying our own neighbourhood, town, 
county, &c. with Sunday-schools, we 
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discharge a duty of commanding in- 
terest and importance) and when we 
extend our plans to embrace large 
sections of our vast territory, and yet 
limit them by some specific boundary, 
it is for the purpose of proportioning 
means and ends to each other, and 
not because we forget or abandon 
other districts. 

The Yallet o? the Mississippi, in 
its full extent, embraces all the coun- 
try whose streams are tributary to that 
mother of rivers. Thus defined, it 
includes part of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, and the states of Ohio, 
Kentuckyy Tennessee, Georgia, Ala- 
.bama, Mississipi, Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan and North Western Thrrito-' 
ry, and part of Louisiana, on the east 
of the Rivev Mississippi — on the west, 
the residue of Louisiana, with the 
State of Missouri, and the territories of 
Missouri and Arkansas, These boun- 
daries embrace, by estimation, 550,000 
square miles, and ai-e supposed to 
contain a ])opulation of nearly or 
quite FOUR millions of souls. Not 
less than four hundrbb thousand 
of these are cliildren and youth, most 
of whom are proper subjects of reli- 
gious instruction { and without Sun- 
day-schools it is improbable they 
will ever receive it; and if they do 
not receive it, soon, in tins form, they 
will never receive it at all. It is to be 
-considered also, that the means of 
week-day instruction are necessarily 
very limited, there. It would be gi'a- 
tifying to know, more accumtely, the 
i*eal state of things in this respect; 
but we do know, in regai-d to Ken- 
tucktf, tliat a recent examination lias 
been made, which resulted in show- 
ing, that of o:n'e HUNsnEi) thousakd 
who shoidd attend day-schools, there 
were in actual attendance only 2500! 



It has been uniformly found that 
Sunday-schools go far to supply the 
'place of week-day schools, to those 
who can read ; and where week-day 
schools exist, it has been repeatedly 
shown that the children who attend 
Sunday-schools, are much better in- 
formed, and succeed better in their 
week-day tasks, than tliose who do 
not attend them. Without inquir- 
ing therefore very particularly into 
their need of Sunday-schools, or some 
similar means of moral and religious 
education, we will suppose them to 
be as much wanted there, as in New 
England. Favoured as she is with 
the means of moral and religious im- 
provement, she has been accustomed 
to count Sunday^chools among her 
richest blessings. In New England 
there are many villages and neighbour 
hoods, where darkness and ignorance 
reign unmolested, and if the reports 
are true of those who, being on the 
spot, have heard with their own ears, 
and seen with their own eyes, what 
they relate to us, such places abound 
in the western States. 

Another fact of importance is, that 
the mtio of the increase of population 
in these States, during the last ten 
years, has been about 100 per cent., 
and in some States more. Their popu- 
lation now gives seven persons to the 
square mile. In MassachuseUs there 
are seventy peraons to a square mile. 
An equal density in the western States 

would give THIKTT-SIX HULIOirSy 
NINE HVNSBEB AND SIXTY THOUSAND 

INHABITANTS, and a military force of 
at least four hillions. 

It is believed the number of Sun- 
day-schools, of every description, in 
this temtory, now, cannot exceed' 
fifteen hundred/ — many of which are 
supported by our Methodist and Bap- 
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tist brethren, independently, or in 
connexion with their own denomina- 
tions. Such is our confidence, how- 
ever, in tlie principles and plans of 
the American Sundatf-Sehool Uhionf 
securing as it does by its constitution 
the co-operation of all the principal 
denominations, and proposing as it 
does to provide the means of religious 
education without interfering in any 
measure or manner with sectarian 
points or practices, — ^that we cannot 
but regard it as our most obvious 
duty, to take strong hold of this en- 
terprise, and do at once whatever the 
benevolence and activity of others has 
left undone, towards training up a 
generation there, to seek and serve 
the Lord. 

And (2.) this is the proposition we 
have just made: not to establish a Sun- 
day-school throughout the Valley, 
wherever they have none — but only in 
those destitute places, where the cir- 
cumstances are such as make it prac- 
ticable. The correction of a preva-- 
lent misapprehension on this subject, 
is deemed of importance; and we 
therefore state, particularly — ^that if 
there is a place inhabited by six fami- 
lies, living three or four miles from 
each other, and in cUfFerent directions, 
and neither family having children 
over six years old, we should think 
the impracticability of establishing a 
Sunday-school was abundantly ob- 
vious. Add to these circumstances, 
that no teacher can be found, nor any 
place of meeting, and that each fa- 
mily belong^ to, and worships witfc, 
a denomination different and distant 
from the other five— and what was 
before impracticable, becomes im- 
posfflble. Let it be unda-stood, there- 
fore, that in a place where no Sun- 
day-school is established, and where 



the number of the inhabitants, and 
their relative location and circum- 
stances render it, in the view of a 
sensible, discreet man, a practicable 
measure, tkeret and there only, does 
this resolution contemplate the es- 
tablishment of one. 

(3.) In accomplishing this purpose, 
we need, above all Midi first ofaUy the 
blessing of Almighty God, in whose 
hand are all the agents and instru- 
ments by which great changes are 
effected in the moral as well as in the 
natural world. This blessing is not 
to be coldly and formally asked, but 
it is to be craved, as the famished 
body craves food. There must be an 
humble, setf^forsaking, overcoming 
faith in God. It will be one of the 
most animating tokens of success, 
when the great subject is distinctly 
and fervently remembered at the fa- 
mily altar, in the circle of social wor- 
shippers, and in the great assembly of 
God's people. But more especially 
shall we look to the Sukdat-schooi 

MONTHLT CoJTCEaT OP PBAYER, tO 

discern the signs of the times. If the 
return of the second Monday evening 
is hailed, from month to month, by 
the teachers and friends of Sunday- 
schools, in all parts of our land, as a 
season of great interest — ^if that sa- 
cred hour bears up to the King of 
saints, the supplications of only the one 
hundred thousand Sunday-school teadt" 
ers, who are supposed to be faithfully 
engaged in this work in our land, as 
the supplication of a single soul,-— 
our doubts and fears, if we had them, 
would leave us. But this will be a 
great change. There is scarcely a 
feature in the present aspect of Sun- 
day-sehoolSi which alarms us so much 
as the general neglect of the Sunday- 
school Monthly Concert. More than 
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half the schools that we have known 
to be reported the last year, have 
iiever yet enjoyed its privileges. 
When we see the Monthfy Concert 
observed in all our schools; and the 
places of prayer crowded and solemn; 
and every soul feeling and owning 
the presence of God, — we shall be 
ready to look for a blessing so large 
that there shall be scarcely room to 
receive it. Whatever there is of op- 
position or difficulty in the way of an 
enterprise, it will vanish before the 
spirit of prayer and supplication, as 
Bagon fell before the ark of God. 
No hand was placed upon the idol 
to remove him from his place. The 
ark of God stood before him, and he fell 
with his face upon the earth, his head 
and his' hands broken off, and onl/ 
the stump of Dagon was left unto 
him.* 

Next to a spirit of prayer, we need, 
for the accomplishment of this work, 
a spirit of real benevolence. We can- 
not doubt that man's happiness, in 
every condition and relation of life, 

* This passage of sacred histoiy 
was beautifully employed by the Rev. 
Dr. McAulet of Philadelphia, in his 
remarks at the late anniversary of the 
American S. S. Union. In alluding 
to the manner in which opposition is 
to be met, error combatted, and pre- 
judice removed— he observed, in sub- 
stance, that Dagon was not overturned 
and destroyed by a violent assault to 
break his legs in pieces, and so batter 
him down; but the ark of God was 
introduced, and he fell with his face 
to the earth. It would be well if all 
the friends of our new undertaking 
respecting the western valley, would 
bear in mind that it is resolved upon 
in the strength of God, who can and 
will accomplish it by means which 
are most in accordance with that spi- 
rit of meekness, forbearance, and 
kindness which his people are re- 
quired to cherish and exhibit 



is involved in his feelings and princi- 
ples as a moral being. And the world 
will be searched in vain, for a human 
being, without moral feeling and prin- 
ciple, who is either happy himself, op 
makes those around him happy. It 
is not, and cannot be so, till the prin- 
ciples of God's moral government are 
essentially changed. Education is in- 
dispensable to the development and 
cultivation of those feelings and prin- 
ciples; and Sunday-schools have ever 
been found most happily adapted to 
this purpose. 

What form then can the spirit of 
benevolence assume, more attractive 
than that in which we now contem> 
plate it. A vast territory filled with 
all that is delightful and grand in na- 
ture; teeming with a new, vigorous, 
and enterprising population, and in- 
creasing in wealth and importance 
every moment, stretches out before 
us: kindred and friends are there, who 
though they have gone out from us» 
are still of us, and they tell us of the 
famine of the bread of life which pre- 
vails there. All the means of education 
are limited^ Day schools, where they 
are established, are not what observing 
and intelligent men know they should 
be and might be. They have heard 
of til e wonderful influence of Sunday- 
schools, and Sunday-school libraries* 
in awakening the attention, and im- 
proving the temper and character of 
children; they have heard of its indi- 
rect influence. upon the habits and 
practices of individuals — upon the 
cbaracter of parents, upon the order 
and peace of families, upon the gen- 
eral sentiment of the community, and 
upon the institutions of morality and 
religion, and they long to have these 
blessings extended to them. But they 
have difficulties with which they can- 
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not contend single handed. The 
means of circulating information^ and 
exciting inquiry, are very narrow. The 
institution itself is so little known, and 
is regarded with so much prejudice 
and hostility, by those who misunder- 
stand its principles; or who have been 
misinformed, and therefore misjudge 
respecting its design and influence. 
The organization of a school, the em- 
ployment of suitable teachers, the se- 
lection and purchase of a library, and 
the manner of- securing the perma- 
nency of the institution — ^all these 
important measures are environed 
with difficulties. We know, in part, 
what blessings attend Sunday-schools. 
We know how they can be secured 
and extended ; and we have resolved 
to open the sources of them in every 
destitute place, where it is practicable, 
in the great valley* 

DsPostToniES must be Established 
in central places, and upon a scale 
sufficiently extensive to ensure a full 
and prompt supply of minor deposito- 
ries, as well as particular schools. 
Every facility must be affoi-ded to the 
people there, to possess themselves 
of all that a Sunday-school needs. 

IiTFORUATioM must be circulated in 
every form; and men and women who 
have at heart the best good of their 
fellow beings, in their social and im- 
mortal relations, and who have pru- 
dence, intelligence and enterprise 
enough for such a work, must be em- 
ployed to circulate it. If men of in- 
telligence and reflection can be right- 
ly informed on this subject,, we shall 
have need to ask them but once to 
help us. 

. To this end we must have okb maw 
of rare qualifications to occupy a cen- 
tral post, and who shall be to our two 
years proceedings in the West, so 



far as human agency is concerned, 
what the sun is to the earth. He 
must be a man accustomed to attempt, 
expect, and accomplish great things, 
and versed in the art of adapting means 
to ends with mathematical precision. 
He must have just apprehensions of the 
interests which our enterprise involves. 
And so far as subordinate instruments 
and agencies are concerned, he must 
know how to use them wisely, harm- 
lessly, and efficiently. 

Around this individual, at suitable 
distances, must be stationed a few iho- 
rough-bred Sunday-school men^ devot* 
ed to this one object, and ready at all 
times to do all things that will advance 
it. They must be men of more than 
common qualifications, and well fitted 
to occupy the high places in the 
field, and to occupy them, in whatever 
character and manner the general sys- 
tem of operations shall demand. 

In still greater number, and at less 
distances from each other, our enter- 
prise will require another class of in- 
dividuals. These will be ivorklng 
men and women^ ^ways the bone and 
muscle of society, on whose hands and 
hearts will be cast the burden of la- 
bour and fatigue. We have in view now, 
individuals who feel the importance of 
establishing Sunday schools in the 
West; who know how much better 
and easier it is to do any work our- 
selves than to tell another how to do 
it; whose connexions in life are. not 
such as to confine them here or there, 
and who are willing, for the sake of 
their Master, to go out thither, and 
aid in the universal establishment of 
good Sunday-schools. We lay out of 
consideration all the knowledge tliey 
would gain themselves, and the benefit 
of such knowledge in their future la- 
bours — and we say nothing of the ad- 
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vantages to health, &c. But we ap- 
peal to them on the broad principle, 
presented and gloriously illustrated in 
the gospel, of forsaking every thing 
for Chbist. But we can only glance 
at the plan of proceedings. Let each 
be persuaded in his own mind, what 
God requires of him in tWs matter; 
and let him do with his might what his 
hand finds to do. 

And laatfy, (to reverse the usual 
order of desirable things,) we shall 
want MONEY. Human beings must 
eat, and drink, and sleep, and be 
elothed, and for these things money is 
needed. The first expen(Kture con- 
nected with our new undertaking is 
the increase of a capital ai home; the 
fountain must be properly supplied 
before it can enlarge and multiply its 
streams. Probably more than thiktt 
THOUSAND soLLABs must beinvested<| 
at once, and exclusively in the pre- 
paration of Sunday-school books. If 
it should be suggested, that this is 
only an emergency, for which a suffi- 
cient capital might be procured on 
credit, we will onlJ*jeply, that the in- 
crease of our western population, and 
he boundless extent of their resources, 
. are just as much an emergency as the 
present posture of affairs with the Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Union. There is 
no such thing as an emergency in the 
case. — The plans of the Society have 
as much of permanency in them, as 
plans of internal improvement and pub- 
lic revenue, which are engrossing so 
much of the capital and enterprise of 
the country. 

The establishment and supply of 
local depositories at the most con- 
venient and accessible places, will re- 
quire an increased amount of inactive 
capital; not less, it is apprehended, 
than twenty thousand dollars. 



In addition to this we must provide 
support for a principal agent» whom 
we have already described, and who, 
if such as we have described him, will 
be worth all he will cost, whatever 
it may be; and also for such others, 
partially or wholly,asmay enter the ser- 
vice of the Society for this particu- 
lar work; the amount required for 
these piuposes it is impossible to ascer- 
tain satisfactorily. Every one, how, 
ever, whose heart stirs him up to take 
a share in the enterprise, may be as- 
sured that when enough is brought for 
the service, it shall be proclsdmed, that 
the people may be restrained from 
bringing. It is the work of a Chris- 
tian people, and not of any select por- 
tion of them; the effort is demanded 
of a Christian country, and they may 
be excited to the requisite lib««lity 
by the consideration, that as the Israel' 
ites, by whose free-will offerings the 
temple of old was reared, saw theVr 
labours most illustriously crowned by 
the presence of Jehovah ; so if His 
blessing come upon our enterprise, it 
will be the joy of its patrons, to hear 
the language of Zion spoken, and the 
songs of Zion sung by a whole people, 
who have been taught that language 
and those songs, through their instru- 
mentality. 

VALLET OF THS MISSISSTPPI. 

The proceedings of three successive 
public meetings in Philadelphia^ and 
one in New York, severally held to 
provide ways and means for the 
support of the American Sunday- 
ISchool Drtion, in their Mississippi Val- 
ley Enterprise, are noticed in the 
Annual Report, pp. 4^ 5, and 6, and 
as all our subscribers will receive that 
document, we have not occupied the 
pages of this Journal with any account 
of those proceedings. 
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We have now to add, thftt a second 
meeting was held at the Masonic Hall 
in New York, on Monday evening, 
Jane 22, Hon. Judge Piatt in the 
chair. The bouse was again filled to 
overflowing. Among the speakers 
on this occasion, was the Hoir. Ma. 
FuELiiraHTSEir, who made a most suc- 
cessful effort to interest and impress 
the audience. The Journal of Com- 
merce says, "In the course of the 
evening a letter was read from the 
Honourable Richard Yarick to the 
Agent of the Society, enclosing 500 
dollars for the object of the meeting. 
The whole subscription and collec- 
tion for the evening, including the 
above sum, was g2,429; which added 
to gll,600 subscril>ed at the former 
meeting, and £1,200 between the two 
meetings, gives an aggregate of gl5, 
229. AuKHig other donations was a 
g50 bill from a stranger, who «gned 
h'unself *< A Mississippian." There was 
also a donation, the value of which we 
do not precisely know, but presume 
it was very considerable, by a lady, 
who wrote on the subscription card, 
**Has no money, — but subscribes her- 
self, when called for, to go as a 
teacher." 



The following is extracted ft-MB a letter just 
received fhnn a distingfuished gentleman in 
New Jersey, dated June 19, 1830. 
Dear Sir, 

I rejoice greatly in the unexampled success 
which has attended the noble effort now ma- 
king, to provide the means of carrying into ef- 
feet the resolution to supply the whole Valley 
of the Mississippi with Sabbcth.8chool8, as far 
as the thing is practicable, within two years. 
I consider this as the most important enter- 
prize which has been engaged in for the spiritual 
and temporal wdfare of this growing nation. 
Probably this very measure will do more to re- 
tard, for a long time, the separation of the West 
from the East, than any other measure which 
could be adopted. And as to the efficiency in 
checking vice and promoting piety, none of 
the methods of promoting religion by volun- 



tary associations, stands upon an eqval footing 
with the Sunday-school system. A great ob- 
stacle win indeed be met with, in the ahoost 
total deficiency of qualified teachen, in some 
large districts of the most destitute part of the 
western country. I see not how this ififflcuhy 
can be overeome, unless you can prevail on a 
large number of pious young men to go to that 
country, for the very purpose of communicating 
religious instruction, by means of common and 
Sunday-schools. Besides your travelling agents, 
you ought to have a number of persona em- 
ployed to act as superintendents of the sdraol, 
within a certain district, who should leodve a 
reasonable compensation for their labours. But 
whatever may be the obstacles to the work, the 
effort must be attended with the most beneficial 
success; for in this business, every step taken, 
and every school estabhshed, is a matter of 
importance. 

When in Phihidelphia, I subscribed ten dol>- 
lar* towards the execution of the lesdution of 
Sunday-School Union. I wish now to infovm 
you, that you may alter tlutt sum, and make it 
fifty dollar*, 

DONATIONS received by the American Sun- 
day-School Union, from May 17th to June 
17th, 1830~inclusive. 

I. MIiriSTEIlS MXKBERS rOB LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars^ and 
upwards. 

Contributed by ladies of Rehoboth 
Cong., Pa., to constitute their Pastor, 
Rev. Robert Johnson, a lif^ member, 
in part, per Rev. Job F. Halsey, • gl2 75 

Rev. Geo. W. Musgrave, by his own 

subscription, 30 00 

Rev. Samuel G. Winchester, contri- 
buted by Sunday-school teachers of 
Uie 6th Presbyterian Church, 30 00 

II. OTBSR MEMBERS FOR LIFE 

By the payment of thirty dollars and 

upwards. ' 
Contributed by the pupils of Chelsea 
S. S. in Norwich, Conn., to consti- 
tute their superintendent, Mr. Ho- 
race Colton, a life member, per Miss 
Sarah J. Breed, JS30 00 

tDr. Gurdon Coming, of Troy, N. Y. 30 00 
^Dr. Wm. Shippen, of Burlington, N. J. 30 00 
Isaac Collins, Philadelphia, 30 00 

Robert Voorhees, Princeton, N. J. 50 00 

James English, New Brunswick, N. J. 

JSIO before paid, 20 00 

tGeorge Vail, Troy, N. Y. 30 00 

Miss Matilda M<Comb, of New York, 30 00 
Contributed by individuals attending the 
Sabbath evening meeting of Sunday- 
school teachers in Cherry«8treet, to 
constitute Mrs. Elizabeth Dwight 
Packard a life member, 30 00 
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III. AITHUAL airjISCKIBERS, 

By the payment of- three dollars and 

upwards, 
X)«»id An^new, 1830, «3 00 

Samuel Baird, RcMluig, 1830, 3 00 

Timothy S. Goodman, of Cincinnati, 

Ohio, for 1826-27-28-29, «12 00 

Wm. Kiii;patrick, Lancaster, Pa. 5 00 

rV. DGWATIGNa TO THE GENERAL FUND. 

4 Hannah Coulter, Fredericksburg, Va. Si5 00 

IJuhn Payne, Warrenton, Va. 

%H. L. Y. Pope, do. 

^Robert Hall, do. 

tCash, do. 

iDitto, do. 

^Ditto, do. 

IGeorge T^mmon, do« 

t William F. Philips, do. 

I Noah M^lnteer, do. 

ij<riin Smith, do. 

XT, B. Powers, York County, Va. 

♦Henry Howard, do. 

tGurdon Grant, Troy, N. Y. 

tCharles Lyman, do. 

tS. W. Dana, do. 

t Joseph us Brockway, do. 

tJoseph Russell, do. 

tPhilip Hedfield, do. 

tH. Meacham, Albany, 

tG. Bacheldor, do. 

tC. Buckley, do. 

tMn Rieder, do. 

tCash, do. 

i\ Friend to the American S* S. Umo», 
in addition to SS2S0 befoi'e paid, 
completing his subscription of £»500, 250 00 

Rev. Mr. Brackenridge's congregation, 
Baltimore, per Rev. G. W. Musgrave, 

Rev. Mr. Patterson's^ congregation, 
Philadelphia, 8 100 before paid, 

$Rev. Alex. Williamson, Corydon, Ind. 

$Mrs. Lydia Williamson, do. 

$Mi8s Uhoda Ann Williamson, do. 

$Mrs. Anderson, Williamson Co. Tenn. 

$ Lewis W. Green, Danville, Ky. 

^Danville, Ky., S. S. 

^Sundry individuals of Harrodsburg, Ky. 

Rev. S. K. Sneed, of Louisville, Ky. 

tHon. Stephen Van Reiissellaer, on the 
morning of his daughter\s marriage. 

Miss L. Coit, New York, 

Miss M. M. Coit, do. 

Cash, do. 

Miss Jane A. Coates, do. 

A. B. L. do. 

Cherokee boys of the school at Creek 
Path, Cherokee Nation, being the 
avails of a small patch of com which 
they worked last season, lo 00 

Geo. Ralston of the 10th Presbyterian 

Chuixh, Phikidelphia, jglOO 00 

V. DONATIONS TG THE VALLEY OP THE 



1 00 

1 00 

1 00 

50 

75 

50 

100 

1 00 

50 

1 50 

500 

450 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

300 

500 



10 00 

200 

100 

50 

50 

1 00 

1 00 
6 00 
3 06 

2 00 

100 00 
2 00 
5 00 
44 
2 00 
5 00 



M18S1BSIPPI FUND. 



Rev. Mr. Breck, Ohio, 



10 00 



James C. Thompson, Philadelphia, 


500 


John Sering, Indiana, 


10 00 


N. N. Urm8U)n, MUlersburg, Ky. 


10 00 


Mr. Bulkley, 


«10 00 


Mr. Travelli, 


200 


Rev. J. V. E. Thorn, Carlisle, Pa. 


200 


Robert Voorliees, Princeton, N. J. 


50 00 


Rev. R. W. Condit, 


500 


W. B. Barton, Woodville, N. J. 


500 


A. AWxander, Princeton, N. J. 


50 00 


Wm. Dicky, Bloomingsburg, Ky. 


500 


Rev. B. H. Rice, N. Y. 


500 


Mrs. CuUin, Mount Holly, N. J. 


500 


Mrs. C. M»Elwee, Philadelphia, 


3 00 


Mr. Ananias Piatt, near Albany, N. Y. 




in part, life subscription. 


20 00 


Miss Guhiger, Philadelphia, 


500 


From <<a Friend of Sabbath*schools," 




to constitute Rev. Thus. G. Allen, of 




the Episcopal Church in Phihid. 




a life member. 


30 00 


John Hamed, Phikidelphia, 


500 


Miss Olivia Sproat, 


10 00 


Mi«« Albert], 


200 


A Lady, 


50 00 


Rev. J. Talmage, Knowlton, N. J. 


500 


From Ladies, by A. Henry, Esq. 


200 


Eliz. B. Sergeant, 


20 00 


X. Y. Z. 


100 00 


Hannah Vicary,^f Philadelphia, 


500 



VI. MISSION ART FUND. 

Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 

the following Societies ,Buxiliary, 

♦Culpepper Co., Va., S. S. U. g3 00 
Hephzibah S. School, Williamstown, 

Chester Co. Pa. 3 00 
Leacock and Williamstown S. S., Lan» 

caster Co., Pa. 3 00 

Stroudsburg, Pa., S. S. 3 00 

Glasgow S. S., Barren Co., Ky. 3 00 

Durham, Pa., S. S. 3 00 

Union Co., Ohio, S. S. U. 3 00 

Miami Co. Ohio, S. S. U. 3 00 
Chai'lottesville, Va., Presbyterian Ch. 

S. S. 3 00 

Moss Creek, Va., S. S. 3 00 

Munfordsville, Ky., S. S. 3 00 

Somerset, Ky., S. S. 3 00 

Monticello, Ky., S. S. 3 00 

Mount Harmony, Alabama, S. S. 3 00 

Rogersville S. S., E. Tenn. 3 00 

Donations. 
Colleedon '«t New Albany, Indiana, 

S. S. Concert of Prayer, per A. S. 

Wells, 1 60 
Cherry Valley, New York, Presb. Soc. 

per Rev. Alexander M. Cowan, 4 00 
Philadelphia S. S. Concert of Prayer 

for June, 7 30 



t Per Rev. Isaac M^Ilvaine. 

X Per Rev. James E. Welch. 

H Per Rev. Robert Baird, Gen. AgenU 

I Per Mr. S. B. Munger. 
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THE ORIGIN OF WORSE TEMPERS. 



In pursuing oar inquiries on this 
subject,* we are led to consider, in 
the present paper, the unresirained 
indulgence of iU^/tumour between eUU 
dren ihemsehee^ as among the most 
common means of spoiling a good tetn- 
per, or making a bad temper worse. 

Children live and act in a world of 
their own. The passions and pur- 
suits, the successes and disappoint- 
ments, the aiitipathies and predilections 
of men and women, are all seen dis- 
tinctly, though faintly, in the family, 
or schooUroom. Pride, avarice, am- 
bition, cunning, fraud, oppression, 
meanness, evil speaking, &c. Sec, 
appear among them, in all thdr di- 
versified forms; and all the laws which 
are required by civil society, to re- 
strain violence, punish transgression, 
and protect right, are equally neces- 
sary among the little community who 
dwell under the same roof, or nt on 
the same form Jit school. 

Very slight observation will prove 



• See page 260, Vol. vi. and page 19S, 
Vol. vii. 
Vol. VII.~29 



the correctness of this opinion. A 
friend of ours has a neighbour Smith, 
whom every body knows, and whose 
two children furnish a pertinent il- 
lustration. They are both boys, and 
their ages are seven and four. The 
eldest, JameSi at seven and a half 
years old, was as mild and even-tem- 
pered as parents' hearts could wish. 
He was often remarked for his kind, 
good-natured behaviour to every body. 
But his brother ^tcftan/, who was now 
old enough to walk alone, was often 
committed to his care, and James soon 
became a little, petulant, domineering 
tyrant. The children would be play- 
ing in tlie yard, when accident would 
throw in Riehard^s way something 
which Jamee wanted, and whatever it 
might be, Jamea would have it. If they 
were called into the house, James 
would seize his little brother by the 
arm, and drag him violently along over 
chips, and stones, and dirt; witli 
screaming and struggling for release 
on one side, and loud angry '^ords on 
the other, they tumble .together mto 
the house; James is old enough to 
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talk plain, and tell his mother, how 
** Richard woukrnt come in, and he 
had to take him and pull him along, 
and then he cried;" and poor Richard, 
whose story there is none to tell, is 
perhaps sbpped or shut up for his noise. 
The little fellow had a toy wheel- 
barrow given him the other day. It 
wa» his own, A neighbouring boy 
came in to see James^ and for the sake 
of teazing and vexing him, they seized 
Richard' B wheelbarrow, while he 'was 
using it, and trundled it off a few rods 
and left it He cried out so bitterly, 
as to bring the mother, who, instead 
of quieting him, (as she might easily 
have done by a little soothing,) and 
then showing him, that the injuiy he 
had sustained was not without redress, 
by calling James and his companion,and 
making them restore the toy; and then 
punishing them both for their offence; 
instead of all this, she took him up with 
evident irritation, and tied him in his 
chair, and told him, he should not go 
out of doors again that day. This was 
the consequence of the child's making 
known, in the only way in which such 
children can make known, the wanton 
violation of his rights and feelings. 
If the parties had been thirty years 
older, and the wheelbarrow six times 
as large, the probability is, that a suit 
at law would have grown out of the 
transaction, the prosecution and de- 
fence of which would have been con- 
sidered of sufficient importance to 
employ the skill of many men, learned 
in the law, and its decision would 
puzzle jurors, set judges at odds, and 
occasion the expendhure of many 
round hundreds of dollars. But after 
all, the right and wrong are as obvious 
in one ctLse as in the other, and the im- 
portance of maintaining right and re- 
dressing wrong, h equally great in 



both. The conduct of older children 
towards younger, is often marked by 
an entire and most inhuman disregard 
of th^r weakness and timidity. How 
common is it to see four or five chil- 
dren running away from some little 
one, whose heart is instantly filled with 
all the apprehension which desertion 
and solitude bring with them. For. 
aught he knows, they are gone beyond 
the reach of his cries. Nothing around 
him, and nothing that passes him, has 
an ear for his complaint. He does not 
know the way home, and he cannot 
call his mother. His situation has in 
it, all that would be appalling or dis- 
tressing to us, if we were left on some 
vast heath, inhabited by savages 
and wild beasts. And this intense 
suffering he must endure^ forsooth, 
that a company of mischievous, giddy 
children may have a laugh i — What 
should yre think of a body of men, 
who should take a stranger, happening 
to fall among them, and fasten him to 
a tree, and then fire at him — ^not to kill 
him, but to frighten him. The blanch- 
ed cheek and quivering lip, which 
eveiy discharge of the musket would 
occasion, might as justly and humane- 
ly excite their mirth, as the fears 
and cries of the little deserted child, 
might excite the mirth of its thought- 
less companions. What kind of tem- 
per may we suppose, children will 
possess in riper years, if they are per- 
mitted to indulge their love of sport 
at such an expense of feeling as this? 
or what will be the distressed child's 
idea of justice, and injustice, if such 
wanton ill-treatment is suffered to pass 
with impunity? 

The disputes of children unth each 
other, are veiy productive causes of 
bad tempers made worse, or good 
tempers, spoiled. There is seldom any 
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interest felt by parents and bye stand- 
era, in what they are accustomed to 
think "childish quarrels;'* and little 
inoportance is attached to the manner 
in which they are settled. In conse- 
quence of this neglect, the grossest 
wrongs and oppressions are suffered 
to escape censure or even inquiry; and 
the law of violence, instead of the 
law of love and kindness, becomes 
in their view, the law of ihtir land. 
We have seen with our own eyes, 
acts of overbearing injustice, in a 
group of children, which if committed 
by adults, would bring upon their 
authors and abettors, the indignation 
of a whole community, and the ven- 
geance of violated laws. We may 
liave occassion to advert again to this 
branch of our subject. In the mean 
time, we will call the reader's attention 
to the following very sensible remarks 
on the ooruequenees of disregarding the 
petty quarrels of children, which we 
find in the last number of the London 
Teacher's Magazine. 

I think it may be remarked as a very 
common fault, or at least an oversight, 
in those who have the management of 
children, that sufficient care is not 
taken to prevent quarrelling and al- 
tercation amongst them; as if this too 
natural propensity were an unimport- 
ant, and inconsiderable sin. Some 
parents, to whom 1 have spoken on 
the subject, have not perceived the 
propriety of interfering with the little 
bickerings and disputes that are con- 
. tinually gt)ing on amongst children; 
assuming that it is better to let them 
settle their own disputes and get their 
selfish tempers corrected by collision 
with each otlier. I wish simply to 
point out what seems to me false and 
.dangerous in this plan, and the con- 
sequences that too plainly result from 
it. 

Parents and teachers will not let 
their cliildren lie; they will not let 
them steal. W]^'} Because these are 
sins, oflenslve to God, and injurious to 
the well-being of society. But they 



will suffer them to quarrel from morn- 
ing till night, provided their disagree- 
ments do not break out into open vio- 
lence, or become disturbing to others. 
What impression can the mind of tlie 
children receive from this» but that 
disputing and quarrelling are either no 
sin, or a less sin than those other 
breaches of the divine law, so care- 
fully corrected when they occur; and 
growing up with this impression, it is 
but too commonly apparent that they 
continue to think so to the end of their 
lives. 

I do not know whether it can be 
necessary to say any thing to prove that 
quarrelling, wrangling, or disputing, is 
a sin. If we consider how very plainly 
the scripture speaks respecting it, how 
strongly it is reprobated, how positive- 
ly and unconditionally it is forbidden, 
without any reference to tlie ground 
of quarrel, or object of dispute. If we 
consider how much opposed it is to the 
whole tone and spirit of Christianity, of 
which the very life and essence are 
forbearance, gentleness, and peace; 
and above all, if we reg^uxl that high 
example by which we are to walk. 
His example, to be conformed to 
whose likeness we were redeemed, it 
would appear quite unnecessary to 
prove that quarrelling is a sin, forbid- 
den of God, and offensive in his sight. 
If, on the contrary, we observe how, 
even in the household of faith, the 
peace of families is destroyed by it; 
how thp fondest ties of domestic af- 
fection cannot restrain, or self-interest 
itself control it; how truth is disgraced 
by it, and religion dishonoured, even 
at the hands of their most zealous 
and honest defenders; we might doubt 
if any body believes it is a sin at all. 

This, however, I must leave to be 
decided by the word of God: it is 
plain, it is uncompromising — "The 
children of God must not strive." 
And if they must not, why do we 
bring up our cliildren in a habit which 
the strongest principle of after life will 
slowly, perhaps never, enable them to 
subdue? I say nothing of the occa- 
sions of quarrel among children; be- 
cause 1 do not perceive that God 
makes any mention of them when He 
furbids to his family all strife and an- 
gry contention whatsoever. For the 
" most part they are some little matters 
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of selfish encroachment, or selfish te- 
naciousness; they may be the offspring 
of the most malignant passions, such 
as envy, jealousy, and revenge; or they 
may be the effect of mere physical ir- 
ritability, of which the poor child is 
the almost unconscious victim. But 
however different, morally, may be the 
subjects and sources of dispute, in no 
case can the indulgence of the dispo- 
sition be beneficial to the child. If it 
were a question of punishment, such 
diflferences must of course be con- 
sidered. I do not speak of punishing, 
but of preventing that sort of squab- 
bling and bickering which is daily and 
hourly going on, and is usually passed 
over without notice. To accomplish 
this, it must be established as a prin- 
ciple, that all angry contention is sin- 
ful in itself, apart from the right or 
the wrong of the parties engaged in 
it: and the watchful parent or teacher 
should put an end to it the moment it 
is observed, either b^r separating the 
children or commanding them to si- 
lence. It will be time enough when 
this is done, to adjust the cause of 
quarrel, if tliis should appear to be 
such as needs interference. The first 
lesson to be conveyed is, that, right or 
wrong, for any thing or nothing, they 
are not to quarrel: and the one who, 
being in the right, is thus made to give 
up contending for it, will by no means 
receive least benefit by the lesson; for 
such will be t))e requirement of cliris- 
tian principle if he should live to be a 
.man. 

I have observed with much satisfac- 
tion, that this point is very properly 
attended to in Infant schools, where 
children are separated or quieted the 
moment they begin to quarrel; and I 
must consider it a most beneficial part 
of the system. Why is it not equally 
pursued in -eveiy nursery, and every 
school room, whatever be the rank or 
age of the pupils? For we may be 
assured, though that which in infancy 
and among the vulgar shows itself in 
fighting and scratching, may in later 
yeai-s and a politer sphere be confined 
to angry words and an aggravating 
tone, the passions in which it originates 
are the same; the ofience against the 
divine law is the same; the habit even 
more pernicious, because more likely 
to continue in after life. The boy 



who 18 accustomed angrily to maintain 
the superiority of his hummin|^-top; 
when a man, will angrily maintain the 
superiority of his creed: the girl who 
is allowed to quarrel for precedence 
in the use of a toy or a book; when 
a woman, will disturb the peace of her 
family by jealous contention and per- 
tinacity. 

Unhappily, we are so far from treat- 
ing angiy recrimination among chil- 
dren as a sin, that it is not seldom en- 
couraged, or secretly approved by the 
teacher as a proof of spirit — ^a promise 
of future manliness. How unlike the 
spirit that is in Christ Jesus! How 
unlike that, character of the new man, 
that seeketn not its own, is not easily 
provoked ! And whence xomes it but 
from the fitlseness of early Impresnons, 
the insensibility of early acquired ha- 
bits, that we scarcely ia maturity seem 
to know that quarrelUng is a sin? 
Nay, some are so habituated to angry 
and bitter words, they do not so much 
as know when they use them. And 
it is not uncommon to see a family 
circle, where every selfish and con- 
tentious feeling has been called forth 
by violent and angry discussion, se- 
parating without the least apparent 
consciousness of having outraged the 
ties of affection tliat unite them, or 
broken the law of God, or grieved the 
Holy Spirit who dwells in them. 



REVIEW.' 

PEAC£ IN BELIEVIITG; 

A Memoir of Isabella Campbell, of 
Jemicarry, Mostiealhy Dunbarfon- 
shire, 12mo. pp. 483. Edinburgh 
and London, 

**0f all histories, thai of a soul de- 
livered from conscious guilt and fear» 
is the most interesting and affecting.'' 

Isabella Campbell was the daughter 
of a retired officer of the army. She 
had few advantages of education ex- 
cept what she received- in common 
with the children of the neighbour- 
hood where she lived. After her 
death, the clergyman of the place 
{Rev, Robert Storylf collected tlie 
facts respecting her, and formed them 
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into the memoir which is before us, 
from a foreign press. Each chapter 
of the memoir is preceded by a hymn, 
and sundry passages of Scripture: the 
selection x>f tlie latter is sometimes not 
inappropriate, but the hymns are, 
most of them, in bad taste, and some 
of them quite unintelligible. There 
is abundant tevidence on these pages, 
however, that in Isabella Campbell the 
power of the grace of God was exhi* 
bited in a very delightful and surpris- 
ing manner. We therefore regret the 
more deeply, that the compilation 
should have been, in many respects, 
so unhappy and objectionable. We 
should have let it pass, nevertheless, 
as we do a flood pf objectionable 
books from foreign presses^ or, at all 
events, should have- only hud it aside, 
among the maUriab out of which 
good Sunday-school books might be 
made<->if we had not met with an 
abridgment of it, under the following 
title^<* Memoir of Isabella Campbell, 
of Eosneaih, Scotland,' abridged for 
Sabbathschoob by Beo. H. N. Bring- 
made. Instructor in the American Asy- 
lum for the Deaf and Dumb, Hart- 
ford. Packard t^ Butler. 1830. 18mo. 
pp. 161." 

At the present day, nothing seems 
to insure the immediate circulation of 
a juvenile book, as something like the 
phrase, *^ designed far Sabbaihsehool 
libraries,'* in the title; and many per- 
sons to whom the important business 
of selecting and furnishing libraries is 
committed, have such implicit confi- 
dence in this token, that whatever lias 
it, they add at once to their catalogue 
of books. 

The prefatory note to this abridg- 
ment, contains a remark upon the im- 
portance *' of putting into the hands 
of the rising generation,** ** real cha- 



racters, of such distinguished piety in 
early life," to serve as « models of life 
and illustrations of Scripture truth." 

We feel bound to suggest to our 
readers w^hat we think renders this 
volume unsuitable for Sunday-school 
libraries; but we wish it to be dis« 
tinctly understood, that its faults are 
not the faults of the person who has 
abridged it: they are all attached to 
the original work. The matter of 
regret with us is, that such a work 
should be selected for abridgment; or 
that, being selected and appropriated 
to the particular use of Sunday* 
schools, these exceptionable passages 
(which were made the more ezoep. 
tionable by that very appropriation) 
were not modified or expunged. 

We trust an examination of this 
Tittle volume, will not be construed 
into any assumed right to decide upon 
its character. The author and pub« 
lisbers of this abridgment, are all (we 
believe) Sunday-school men. They 
feel, in common with us, the import- 
ance of the character of Sunday-school 
books; and while many of the objec- 
tions we are about to name to their 
publication, may be fitly made to al- 
most evefy Sunday-school book with 
which we are acquainted, our sug- 
gestions as to what the character of 
such books should, or should not be, 
will be considered, we trust, as a con- 
tribution to the general stock of ob- 
servation and experience. And we 
may add, for the comfort of the pub- 
lishers, that they need not fear any 
diminution of their sales from the ex- 
presdon of our opinions. 

These pages are read by very few 
individuals who have any tiling to do 
with the purchase or use of Sunday- 
school libraries; those who do read 
them, would consider the magic 
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phrase above mentioned as a sufficient 
warrant for purchasing them, our ob- 
jections to the contrary notwithstandv 
ing ; and books which have been long 
since condemned in these pages, to- 
taUy and without qualification, as unfit, 
in every i-esj^ect, to be read by any 
body, of any age,— are regularly or* 
dered, and are found in almost every 
library. Among them we need only 
name, « WeOeaUy Grey.*'* 

We do not know when or where 
Isabella Campbell was born, nor where 
she lived, but we are told "she was 
from the remotest house in the pa- 
rish,'* and that when children of the 
near villages would not venture be- 
yond the threshold of their cottages, 
she used to go five miles along the 
shore of Lake Gair. Now it is plea- 
sant to children to know all about 
Isabella Campbell, when she was of 
their age; and the most minute de- 
scription alone will satisfy them. The 
present memoir is not singular in this 
defect, though we have seldom seen 
it so glaiing. But we are told of her 
'* assiduous diligence,*' and ^'intelligent 
discernment," (p. 8,) of ''her vague 
impressions concentrating as it were 
into sudden convictions of the peril of 
her state, and darting through her mind 
and exciting painful agitations" — 
p. 13; of a " virulent consumption" — 
p. 17', of an "idea fading in her mind^' 
— ^p. 20; ** she was her own absorbing 
anxieiy**^^. 38. Her spirit was 
** drooping in her forlorn desolateness" 
—p. 41 ; "she said, I weary much to see 
you"— p. 47, 102; "Her health having 
rallied a little"— i^, 51; " extract from 
its deepest root of bitterness some secret 
corruption" — p. 53; "ineffable rap- 

* See Magazine for March, 1829, 
vol. vi. p. 93. 



tures of thankfulness"-'^, 61; "Her 
face looked* ,,,allthe beatitudes ofeter- 
m/y"— p.68; "coincided «po»"— p.69; 
"jealous compassion" — ^p. 90; "going 
on from strength unwearied^' — p. 93; 
" which subjects its victims to fadlUy 
of exciiemeru" — p. 95; " holding con^ 
verse with the Father^ tbeough thb 
BLSsssn Spikit" — p. 97; " Shining 
lustre"— p, 109; " She had not long to 
survive" — p. 109; "extreme endur* 
once" — p. 110; "sequestered shores, 
fitted to excite the most exquisite emo' 
iions of beauty — beautiful waters, with 
their waving outlines embosomed amid 
the picturesque forms of contiguous 
mountains" — p. 114; "languid look- 
ing" — p. 115; "solemnity^ suffusing 
her whole aspect" — p. 120; "shining 
as stars for ever and ever, being washed 
and made white in the blood of iJte 
Lamb"—]?. 122; "go forth from the 
frail and perishable tabernacle, and 
share with other ransomed spirits, the 
holy and blessed solemnities of their spt' 
ritual union, in the eternal habitaiions^' 
— p. 130; ** complained of. . . .rather a 
tendency to aberration of mind** — - 
p.. 143; "violent fit of breathkssness" 
— p. 146 ; "playing miobtilt upon 
the golden harp" — p. 153. 

These are but a few of the words 
and phrases which we remarked, as 
being either unintelligible to children 
and readers generally, or as obvious 
abuses of language, or as conveying 
erroneous impressions, or as entirely 
ridiculous and absurd. We are aware 
that the collecting together of such 
passages, in a detached form, presents 
them in the most unfavourable pwnt 
of view; but there is not one of them 
which is pardonable in the ori|^nal 
work, and certaunly they are not par- 
donable in an abridgment designed for 
the very class of readers, who need books 
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aignallf/ free from this wry close of 
obfedume,' 

laabella had a sister Mary, The 
fdbwing extract from a letter con- 
tuned in the work, exhibits their joint 
character. It is at the same time an 
example of a style altogether unsuit- 
able to a work thus designed. The 
italicising is to mark unsuitable ex- 
pressions. 

''I have had another delightful 
everang with our two friends ; full in- 
deed of lively and well sustained con- 
versations, upon a great variety of 
topics conaected i^th the religion of 
the Bible. We were rather discursive; 
but uniformly was I constrained to 
admire the clear and comprehenmve 
views, which these simple and holy 
maukns have formed, upon the sub- 
jects of eternal interest to us all. I 
called them, I believe, in a former 
letter, « children of the Bible,' mean- 
ing that thehr religious views and feel- 
ings seemed to be fresh from that 
fountain — unmixed and unpolluted—^ 
from that blessed fountain or truth and 
holiness;— their thoughts also being 
but little east in the mould of human 
systems^ and seldom expressed in the 
common idiom of theology. But you 
cannot imagine, till you have some 
additional conversations with them, 
how truly, by way of distinction, they 
merit the title. Their passion for the 
Bible is excessive! and every principle 
they have fixed, has been constructed 
from it with such wisdom and caution, 
as would astonish the most eoangeUad 
of theologians. They do not attempt 
to move, yott would suppose, either 
in thouglit or feeling, without that 
infallible counsellor; and they do en- 
joy a very precious freedom from the 
entanglemtnts of all human authority," 

Leaving the matter of expression 
out of the case, we should expect to 
find from this sketch, (and a delight- 
ful one it certainly is,) not only much 
of the spirit, but yery much of the 
language of Scripture, in the conver- 



sation of the two subjects of it<*we 
should suppose they must be •• mighty 
in the Scriptures." Bui it was re- 
markably otherwise; and even when 
Scriptural expressions are given, they 
are certainly very unlike the expres- 
sions which are found in the Bible. 
Indeed we should think it particularly 
observable, that in the convemtion of 
a person of such uncommonly elevated 
religious views, as Isabella Campbellf 
so little of the pure, simple, forcible 
language of the Bible should be inter- 
mingled. A single expression, from 
p. 151, will illustrate the points" Her 
composiure, &c. was truly a practical 
fulfilment of thet&orcb of the Psalmist 
— * The latter end of the righteous is 



peace;' 



Now what are the words 



of the Psalmbt?— <<Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is peace." (xxxvii- 
37.) 

But there are objections to this 
memoir of a more important nature 
than all these; and they respect its 
assumed character, as a ** model of 
UfCf and an illustration of Scripture 
truth," 

The more simple and well defined 
we can make our exhibitions of truth 
to the minds of children, the more 
likely it is to impress and affect their 
hearts. If we tell them of Jxsus, as 
the Shepherd who laid down his life 
for the sheep, and who goes into the 
wilderness after stray-lambs, that he 
may take them in his arms, and cany 
them in his bosom, — there is some- 
thing for them to understand UTidfeel, 
But not so if we tell them of God's 
infinite holiness; of the entire depra- 
vity of man's nature; the necessity of 
a mediator, of repentance, of a new 
birth, and a life of faith and obedience. 
All these undefined, and to children, 
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unintelligible terms, express the clear 
and important doctrines of the Bib1e» 
but they arc to be taught in accordance 
with, and not in oppoation to, the con- 
stituted organization of the powers of 
the human mind, and the degree of in- 
telligence that mind has attained. MUk 
18 for babea^ and strong meat is not milk. 
Let our Sunday-school children be 
taught to repeat, as soon as they can 
articulate, the simplest expressions of 
religious thought and feeling; let 
them be made to read the simplest 
portions of Scripture, with proprieiy; 
let them be taught the Lord's pritxbi 
or some other simple form of expres- 
sion — ^not merely to repeat it, but to 
understand and use it; and let them 
be perfectly familiar with the law of 
Crodf by whch they are requ wed to live, 
and by which they will hereafter be 
judged. We would not be understood 
as advocating the irrational and mis- 
guiding opinion, that the great truths 
of the Bible cannot be taught to very 
young children. We have no doubt 
that the doctrines we have above men- 
tioned may, every one of them, be 
made intelligible to children of com* 
mon capacity, as soon as they begin 
to think and act for themselves— and 
very much earlier than most Christian 
parents suppose ; but they must be so 
presented, that the infant mind may 
understand, and the infant affections 
feel, their import. And as they advance 
towards maturity of years and under- 
standing, let them be led into the 
knowledge of all that the- human 
mind can comprehend of the axQazing 
revelation of the deep counsels of 
God. 

In the memoir before us, a religious 
character Js deUneated, the general 
features of which are in accordance 
with the principles of the gospel; but 



yet it is so exliibited, as to be altf^e- 
ther unsuiled to the contemplation or 
instruction of a Sunday-school child. 
And this is our objection to it. It w^ill 
fail into the hands of children from 
six to sixteen years old. Some of 
them unable to read at all, and most 
of them unable to read properly and 
profitably, unless oral instruction ac- 
companies their reading: many of 
them entirely thoughtless of religious 
subjects; unacquainted with the '< first 
principles of the oracles of God;" and 
without any inclination to examine the 
traits of religious character, or the 
history of religious experience. The 
views of truth and duty entertained 
by most Sunday-school children, are 
very vague, and entirely unsatisfactory 
even to themselves. . The mode of in- 
struction is not generally adapted to the 
inculcation of tfementary truth, and 
the first exhibition of the power of 
religion is of^en made in some such 
bald and unnatural form, or under 
some extreme, incredible, unparallel- 
ed, and inimitable circumstances, as to 
make it any thing rather than ** a mo- 
del of life, or an illustration of Scrip- 
ture truth;" and it induces any thing 
rather than a spirit of inquiry and 
consideration. Let the history of any 
conversion be told, as we please; the 
fact will still be, that the religious 
experience of children is, in its nature 
ai^d character, precisely accordant 
with the strength of their affections, 
the vigour of their minds, and the 
extent of their knowledge; and wlule 
it is the Spirit of God alone that exerts 
a transfonmng influence upon the 
hearts of children, as well as upon the 
hearts of their parents and teachers-^ 
it is still through the medium of lan- 
guage (sometimes of his providence, 
but generally of his w^) addressed 
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to the senses, and convincing the un- 
derstanding', that he strives with them, 
and subdues and renews their souls. 

Bearing in mind these principles of 
religious education, let us take up this 
memoir, and examine it as an instru- 
ment in the hands of a Sunday-school 
teacher^ of explaining, iUustraiing, 
and enforcing tlte simple truths of the 
BihU, and impressing them more deep- 
ly and intelligibly upon the mind. 

Her character before conversion is 
thus described — 

*' Isabella Campbell was from the 
earliest childhood,* blameless and of 
good report, of mild and gentle man- 
ners, full of affection and tenderness, 
beloved by all who knew her, because 
so lovely, and worthy of love. Her 
countenance had a gravity combined 
with a most delicate sweetness of ex- 
pression; while her manner was very 
diffident and retiring, p. 7. 

"Any concern she had about the 
state of her soul was light and trivial, 
consisting merely of transient emotions 
that terminated in nothing — produc- 
tive of no results, because growing 
out of no seed planted by the hand of 
God. That form of godliness which 
seems desirable for children, may 
adorn them, as it did her — ^without any 
knowledge or experience of its power. 
Had she then died, it was her firm 
belief, (when the light of truth took 
possession of her mind,) that she 
must have gone to a place of torment, 
entirely ignorant, as she was, of her 
God, reconciling in Christ her rebel- 
lious heart unto himself; and conse- 
quently, without any of those feelings 
that fit for the society of the heavenly 
Jerusalem. Any one looking upon 
her outwaixl frame, saw only the love- 
liness, simplicity, and innocence of 
childhood, — a beautiful form of an 
interesting age. 

"But what was it in reality ? — ^If her 
own conceptions were correct and 
tnie, a lovely mansion of levity and 
unholiness, an object of meritorious 
turaihf equally with the most infamous 
receptacles of pollution and impiety. 
The decorum, the services of her 

* We baye itatieised some of the most ob- 
jectionable cm* umnteUiribte sentences. 

Vol. Vtr.— 50 



childhood, indeed, she saw, as she 
believed, God saw them, only as vary- 
ing manifestatiojis of error tind guilti- 
ness. 

"She exhibited not merely tliat 
outward decorum, which we have de- 
scribed, but many serious thoughts of 
God, and of her condition; many a 
scheme of righteousness, framed in 
much anxiety, occupied her mind; 
and many breathings after holiness 
would agitate her heart, pp. 8, 9, 10. 
" The prospect of her father's death 
filled her with great apprehension 
and grief of spirit; but she did not 
attempt thos^ exercises, and inter* 
cessions, and fastings, with which, 
formerly, she had hoped to subdue 
the divine sovereignty to a compliance 
with her wishes, p. 21. 

"At last, however, several months 
after her father's death, she was ex- 
cited, as she had never been before; 
and filled with new emotions. While 
reading Walker of Truro's « Chris- 
tian,' a condition of the immortal soul 
was made known to her, without 
which she saw there could be no 
comfort or blessedness. Tlte new 
creature there set up before her, she 
felt a/te was not; while it seemed, as 
she looked on it, death to all peace and 
happiness in any other condition. 

" So roused now was Isabella. 
Every new conversation she held with 
her soul, occasioned only cmg'uish. 
Such a feeling, indeed, was progres- 
sive, not immediate, in all its depth 
and energy. 

" She was truly in a sore extremity, 
consciously alienated from God, and 
helpless in her ungodly misery; while 
she felt the essence of that misery to 
consist in hatred of that, which alone 
could make her happy. She recoiled 
from the holiness of the new creature 
as the image of him who is holy; 
while itnbelief of his power to change 
her, would not allow her to enter into 
the rest he has prepared for miserable 
and impious rebels. In this state, ^e 
at last turned to the Bible, in search 
of counsel; but, although in every age 
it has been full of light, to her it was 
all darkness. She beg^n reading the 
gospels, in the hope of finding some- 
thing suited to her condition; btit as 
she proceeded, in every declaration 
there, she seemed to see only the re* 
cord of her own condemnation, ^g 
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the word condemned her, she hated 
it; and in a tumult of despairing an- 
guish, as if the arrows of the almighty 
Avenger were all piercing her spirit, 
Bhe would cast it from her, fearing, 
lest in reading more, she should pe- 
rish a$ she read, although she felt 
that would have been a blessing, pp. 
23, 24, 25. 

••From this period, her sorrows 
multiplied beyond all expression, and 
often as if beyond endurance. She 
felt in her soul an utter incapacity of 
happiness. The dread of punishment 
comparatively little aifected her mind; 
her conscious vileness was the burden 
of wo under which she groaned. For 
at this period she had most dear con- 
ceptions of the holiness of the divine 
law — the transcript of God's own |^lo- 
rious excellency; and her conscious 
non-conformity to what she saw oug^t 
to be loved and embraced, constituted 
that moral condition of her soul, which, 
to use her own words, she felt to be 
• a very hell of pollution and torment.' 

"While listening one morning to 
her brother and a stranger, conversing 
about a person who had been guil^ 
of some infomous profligacy, she said 
to herself, * O did they but know how 
much more abandoned and depraved 
I am! would they allow me to remain 
in their presence?* pp. 27, 28, 

**ltmaybe recorded also, as very 
remarkable, that the passages of 
Scripture which she had got by heart, 
entirely faded from her remembrance. 
She seemed to have no kindred 
thought or feeling, none that corre- 
sponded with the sentiments the^ 
contained; so that her mind, as it 
were, lost the power of retaining 
them. She likewise absented herself 
from church, and assigpned as a reason 
for doing so, that < Had she felt other- 
wise able for such an exeition, she 
would have recoiled from any such 
outward professions of piety,' while 
her enmity a^nst God was not abo- 
lished, but rei^ng with all its viru- 
lence in her mtnd. p. 30. 

"She now became more diligent 
than ever, in the performance of re- 
ligious duties. She prayed, and read 
the Scriptures; repeated her fastings; 
adhered at all times to the severest 
abstinence; took only what was bare- 
ly necessary to sustain nature, and 



that of the coarsest food she could 
find. While she was anxious to do 
all that the law required, she was 
scrupulous in avoiding what it for- 
bade, even to the least appearance of 
evil. She would not, for example, 
exchange the ordinary salutations with 
any person she met on the road, lest 
she should be tempted to utter vain 
words, or expend foolishly one of 
those moments upon which eternal 
results seemed to depend, pp. 31, 32. 
"Isabella slept at this time with 
her mother, and the account she gives 
of her condition and practices is vciy 
affecting. Groaning and lamenting, 
night after night, she literally watered 
her couch with her tears — ^the house 
continually resounding throughout the 
silent watches, with the voice of her 
weeping. Long would her modier 
lie sleepless, listening to expressions 
of grief, for which she had no remedy 
or contort', or when awakening from 
slumbei's, which, through weariness 
of nature, she could not avoid, finding 
Isabella absent, she would thus be 
filled with alarm, lest some new cala- 
mity should visit her beloved child. 
Thus, at dead of night, had she to rise 
and leave the house, and search for her 
in the fields, or where she often found 
her, and that during the depth of 
winter, careless of any of its storms, 

Bing and praying in her little 
tn. < O then it was pitiful to see 
, she has said, < not like an earthly 
creature. I could give her no help, 
and she could find none where she 
was seeking it. She looked so pale 
and wo-be^one, it was easily seen 
that her misery could not be told.* 
pp. 37, 38. 

"The remark of a little boy, of 
sufficient simplicity indeed, affords a 
very graphic description of her pro- 
tracted devotional exercises: ' Isabella 
makes as long prayers as would save 
a kingdom.' " p. 39. 

Her change and its consequences 
are related in this manner — 

"She was not, however, permitted 
to die under so manifest a delusion. 
She had traversed, as it were, the 
whole world of legal inventions; left 
nothing in it unexamined, none of its 
arts untried ; and all she now intense* 
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\y felt to be, but travail and vexation, 
p. 40. 

"^Iler attention was directed to va- 
rious passages, descriptive of the com- 
prehensive love of God; but more 
especially* she was enabled to hear, 
and understand in some degree, the 
blessed invitation, « Come unto me,' 
&c. p. 43. 

"She was now satisfied, that the 
necessities of her miserable case were 
not excluded from the commiseration 
of Jesus, or his Father; since the 
words which he uttered were address- 
ed to all that are weary and heavy 
laden ; and this conviction soothed 
and quieted her amid the misgivings 
and doubtings that still would disturb 
her mind. Her condition was now 
that of comparative enjoyment; which 
indeed was visible in her outward de- 
in eanour. pp . 43, 44. 

** The mighty realities of an unseen 
world, engrossed her thoughts when 
awake and when asleep, p. 50* 

"Her words, although expressive, 
were but feeble signs of what reigpi- 
ed, and shone, and enraptured within, 
p. 56. 

"Never did assurance of faith sit 
more meekly on any believing soul, 
or the appropriation of Christ's salva- 
tion, with an ever present apprehen- 
sion of the unmerited grace manifest- 
ed by God in its bestowal, more 
beautifully harmonize, p. 102. 

" Her heart, full of gratitude with 
passionate love, continued gazing in 
constant contemplation of all he 
[Christ] was, and had done for her 
soul." p. 107. 

And when the time of her depar- 
ture came, we are told, that those 
who witnessed it, " were struck dumb 
with astonishment at her triumphant 
ascent to glory." p. 154. 

It is unnecessary to add a single 
word by way of comment on these 
passages. If they are objectionable 
cd all, their objectionable character is 
too obvious to require an index; and 
if the work is not objectionable on 
this ground, or any other, there is 
discernment and good sense enough 
in the community to give it circula- 



tion, these obje<;tion8 to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

For ourselves, we can only say, that 
there is, upon our principles, more of 
the simple, intelligible, attainable 
religion of a child, exhibited in the 
prayer of *' Little 5't«an,"*-— " O my 
heavenly Father, make me love the 
Bible — ^let me love to read it better 
than the Pilgrim's Progress, or any 
book. O Jesus! teach me to love 
thee," &c. — than in all we leaTn,from 
this memoir, of the religion of Isa- 
bella Campbell; and yet we doubt not, • 
(if the memoir is true,) that lobelia 
Campbell was a child of God on earth, 
and is now a blest spirit in his pre- 
sence above. The objections we 
have made lie not to the character, 
but rather to tlie exhibition of it, in 
this form, to Sunday'School children. 



CHARACTER AND DBSIOIT OF RSWARAS 
AND rUNISHMSNTS. 

In the character and mode of our 
punishments and rewards, I think we 
can be greatly assisted by minute at- 
tention to the manner of God's deal- 
ing with us, his children. I would 
only remark generally, that our hea- 
venly Father never proposes any 
thing as a reward or punishment, that 
is not justly and righteously an object 
of desire or of fear. He never pro- 
poses as an incentive to obedience, 
that, on which at other times he 
teaches us to set no value; neither 
presents he to our fears, that, of 
which it is unworthy of an immortal 
being to be afraid. I do not remember 
that he ever promises to us, in way 
of reward, the admirations of a sinful 
world, or the high places of sublunary 
pride, or any thing by which vanity 
can be fostered, or mere earthliness 
fed. And when he threatens us with 

* The title of a work just publish- 
ed by the American Sunday-school 
Union, and containing a very surpris- 
ing instance of early piety. 
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temporal ills, it is such as a rational, 
sensible, and feeling being must ever 
account such, and not the fictitious 
mortifications of ambition and self-in- 
dulgence. Most generally his own 
approbation, his own wrath, is the 
appended consequence, including, as 
they must, all real good and ill. In 
this we have a guide that may be 
followed. Our rewards must be 
something, that with consideration of 
the aee and condition of our children, 
may be reasonably desired, and our 
punishments something tljat may be 
properly feared: the former must be 
that which is likely to excite no sinful 
feeling in the acquisition, and to gra- 
tify no sinful passion in the enjoyment; 
the latter should, I think, be as nearly 
as possible like the chastisments of 
God upon his own people; preventive, 
remedial, rather than judicial, and it 
should be made as much as possible 
apparent to the child, that the punish- 
ment inflicted has more reference to 
the future than the past — is meant to 
make him good, rather than to requite 
him for being naughty. — [Load. Teach. 
Magazine.] 

SUGGESTIONS TO PARENTS AND TEACH- 
ERS, RESPECTING THE BEST MODE OF 
TEACHING. 

I think, that many serious pa- 
rents, even, mistake the path of mere 
formality/ for the path of true religion, 
in teachmg their children. With my 
feeling, a child never ought to learn 
by heart a hymn which he cannot 
understand or apply. I am persuaded 
that children learn to say and sing 
hymns without at all entering into the 
meaning of them. Now, do but con- 
sider, our tong^ies were given us to 
speak the language of our hearts: and 
is it not a bad thing to begin by using 
them to utter what they do not feel? 
Devotion may, no doubt, be felt by a 
child: but it is beginning at the wrong 
end to expect that devotion will 
grow out of learning by rote a hymn 
or a psalm, in which feelings are ex- 
jjressed such as he never had expe- 
rienced. The same in prayer. — O 
how sad it ia to see prayer spoiled to 
a little child, by its being only a task 
to be said over, night and morning! 
This need not be; a very young child 



may learn to pray real prayer: but it 
must be "by calling his mind to daily 
mercies, opening his heart to the hap- 
piness of having a God always near; 
by, more especially, dwelling on the 
lovely character and glorious offices 
of Jesus; all his works of love, all bis 
bright promises, and all his power to 
fulfil them. ' Then the child's feelings 
will be touched; little circumstances 
will occur which a Christian parent 
can turn to good account. 

A child may learn his lesson very 
well, and his school-master or mistress 
may be pleased with him. Now to 
learn a lessQn requires both attention 
and memory: but to be able to spell 
and read uxtrds is one thing — to un- 
derstand what we are reading about is 
another; and you cannot do a worse 
thing for your child, than to let him 
read, without any thought or conside- 
ration what he is reading about. A 
child's capacity should be attended to, 
and though when we first learn to 
read, we must leani letters and words, 
which, taken separately, do not make 
sense, yet, as soon as a child can read 
a little, a parent should try to put be- 
fore him something suitable to his age 
and wants. It is a sad misfortune to 
children, when they are made to read 
difficult poitionsof the Scriptures, be- 
fore they can at all understand them. 
This is one reason, perhaps, why we 
find so many dull and heartless read- 
ers of the Bible in afler-life: they have 
got the habit of reading over the 
words without pleasure or interest. — 
Ibid. 



"WHAT MAT BE EXPECTED OP EARLT 
EDUCATION-. 

The following paragraphs are from 
an English sermon, preached in aid of 
Infants' Schools, January, 1829. 

The establishment of Infants' 
schools proposes to forestall tempta- 
tion, and by preventing evil habits, to 
clear the way for the better influence 
of good instruction hereafter. Before 
the commencement of these institu- 
tions, the labours of the few years* 
schooling given to children, were, in 
most instances, insufficient to eradi- 
cate from their minds the evil princi- 
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pies which they had imbibed, and the 
evil habits they had formed, in the 
iirst seven years of their life. In those 
first seven years, the foundations of 
the character of most men are laid. 
Circumstances may afterwards add 
some distinct qualities, but, for the 
most part, the character is then sub- 
stantially formed. 

But we must be careful not to at- 
tribute to education, as such, more 
than reason and true religion will 
justify us in expecting from it. The 
conversion of the heart, and the sanc- 
tification of the whole character, God 
has reserved to himself, by the opera- 
tion of his Spirit. Education is one — 
it is one of the most probable means of 
promoting this end — a means which, 
if accompanied by the earnest prayers 
of those who use it, God has promised 
abundantly to bless. But in itself, as 
far as it is the instruction of the human 
mind, and the unfolding of its powers, 
it may refine the habits, but it will 
leave the man a sinner stilh KtA yet 
the general result must be good. If 
it do not perfect society ,^ it will, at 
least, improve it. 

Again, it would be contrary to rea- 
son to expect that the good results 
which may be looked for, should ap- 
pear immediately on the use of the 
means. The eflect of the education 
of the people must necessarily be very 
g^duai. You must make wise and 
religious parents before you will have 
well-educated children. And before 
education has produced this, many 
generations must have passed away. 
We are sowing seed which our chil- 
dren's children may be called to ga- 
ther in. But there will come a day, 
when " they who sow and they who 
reap shall rejoice together." — Ibid. 

EXTRACTS 

From recent Letters, Reports, &c, recuved in 

tlie ordinary business of the Society. 

C0-LOTTREI> SCHOOL. 

Paint Lick,. Garrard Co. Kentucky^ 
March % 1830. 

On the last Sabbath^ a Sftbbath- 
school for blacks was organized^ con- 
sisting of 50 slaves. This (sdiool) is 
not only encouraged but superintend- 



ed, and in part taught, by some of the 
most respectable men in our neigh- 
bourhood. 



DISCIPLIXS. 

Ckamberahurg, Pa, Marck^, 1830. 
Afler repeated and prayerful admo- 
nition, we expel our hopeless scholars. 
This painful duty we have been com- 
pelled to perform in four instances, 
in tlie male department of our school 
within the last year. One of the boys 
has since applied for re-admission, and 
showed the sincerity of his design, by 
submitting to a public acknowledg- 
ment of his misconduct, with the pro- 
mise of amendment, if again received. 

USE OF A LI BR AST TO PARENTS. 



Pa. March 16, 1830. 

The Library is highly prized by the 
scholars, and in many instances, the 
parents are much interested in the 
Dooks, and very anxious to obtain the 
reading of them for their own benefit. 



iirpoRTANcs or ooos tjlachsrs. 

L , Pa. March 25, 1830. 

Our schools can be perpetuated only 
by securing to the scholars good teach- 
ers, not only capable, but willing to 
instruct them, who are regular in at- 
tendance at the earliest moment This 
alone will give confidence to . the 
scholars and secure their attendance. 



Putnam, Muskingum County, Ohio, 
March 10, 1830. 

In January, 1829, your missionaries 
visited this place. They appeared to 
be very pleasant and faithful men. By 
their exertions, a new spirit was infused 
into the public mind. Every place 
visited by them, immediately caught 
the flame, and the work of establish 
ing schools, and raising funds for the 
purchase of books progressed rapidly. 
Our society was immediately organized 
with ten schools; and nearly two hun- 
dred dollars were paid in by the 
schools, and forwarded for the pur- 
chase of books, which were duly re- 
ceived. There is nothing, in my view, 
like having occasionally an industrious^^ 
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humble, zealous and able Sunday- 
school missionary visit us, to extend 
and perpetuate the advantages to be 
derived from the system of Sabbath- 
schools. The library system has given 
great eclat to the schools. Parents 
and children appear to be well pleased 
and much engaged. 'Tis curious to 
behold, with what eagerness these 
miniature men and women dive into 
these books. 



ABRA3rO£M£NT OF LIHIIART. 

From the Richmond and Manchester 
Uiiion's Annual Report. 

The Librar}* is divided into a male 
and female department, yet so united 
as to form a complete whole, and the 
result of this arrangement, after the 
trial of more than a year, proves its 
importance: another library is divided 
into a department for teachers, and 
one for scholars. 



XISSIOFARY WANTKO. 

F , (iV. C.) May, 1830. 

The best waj of establishing more 
schools, we think, would be through 
the labours of an able and zealous 
Missionary. Such a character might 
do much throughout this State. 

FVom another letter dated at the same 
place: — 
A Clergyman of age and experience, 
and of hi^h standing, might do won- 
ders in this state, in the way of estab- 
lishing Sunday-School Unions. 

AGENTS WASTED. 

C , (Del.) April, 1830. 

I do think, that if there was some 
zealous agent sent into these parts, 
to go to people's houses and converse 
with the parents, the benefit of Sun- 
day-schools might be increased, ex- 
tended and peri)etuated. 



LIBBART USEFUL TO PARENTS. 



B , {N, J.) April 2, 1830. 

One of our teachers became more 
thoughtful upon the subject of re- 
ligion than formerly, soon after we be- 
gan the use of the Union Questions^ 



He has since sickened and died, leav- 
ing gjood evidence of having met with 
a saving change of heart. He was a 
young gentlemen in the study of the 
law. The Sabbath is better kept than 
before we had a library. Many pa- 
rents read the books who formerly 
visited on the Sabbath. 



FATHERS SnOULI) BE TEACHERS. 

From a letter dated Bradford, (Mass.) 
East Parish, 

It has been our habit for these six- 
teen years, to continue our school un- 
der some form during the whole year. 
The last fall, the pastor, after having 
addressed the congregation on the 
duties of parents, to teach their chil- 
di"en the knowledge of the Lord, pro- 
posed and recommended, that parents, 
and especially fathers, (as tliis was the 
only day that many of them could have 
much time with their children,) should 
become the Sabbath-school teachers 
of their own children, devoting the 
hour especially to that subject, 
which had been usually spent in the 
Sabbath-school; observing, that he 
would give the lesson from the pulpit 
for the succeeding week, and explain it 
on the day it was to be recited. And 
further, to keep and encourage them 
in this service, he proposed to examine 
the children once in three or four 
weeks, in the lessons they had gone 
over. This |)roposal has gone into 
general practice, and it is believed, 
with advantage to parents and chil- 
dren* 



NEED OF AGEKTS. 

Extract of a letter from a German 
gentleman, dated (Pcu) April, 

isao. 

If an agent could be sent to the 
western counties of this state, much 
pood^ could be accomplislied. If an 
mdividual could he sent, who would 
do nothing else than converse upon 
the utility of Sabbath-schools, without 
any attempt to form them, no one, 
but those who live in this vicinity can 
imagine how much good could be 
done. Something should be done to 
inform our German populationin their 
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own language upon this subject. Any 
thin^ in this way would be cordially 
received. 



KSES OF LIGHT. 



(%•) 



Prom a letter dated 

3iarek 13, 1830. 

We do not know of a single copy of 
the Magazine ffeing taken by any 
teacher of our Union. I believe it is 
a publication but little known within 
the bounds of our Union. Ignorance 
is the most formidable enemjr to the 
Sabbath-school cause; and it is a fact 
much to be lamented, that some of our 
most intelligent citizens, (I had like to 
have said Christians,) are entirely ig- 
norant of what this mighty engine has 
already accomplished, and is still ac* 
complishing in the wide range of hu- 
man society. If you will be so good 
as to send us a number of the Sun- 
day-School Magazine as a specimen, I 
believe we can increase its circulation 
very considerably. 



%0D£ or DOING INDIAECT OOOl} WITH 
A I.1BRA1&T. BUTQULAIl VACT. 

Esttrojd from a Utter dated Frankfort , 
(Ky,) February 9, 1830. 

By such children as cannot read, we 
send books to their parents suited to 
their character and circumstances, 
which are always received with thank- 
fulness. 

In my last report I mentioned that 
the teachers, with one exception, were 
professors. Since that, the person who 
formed that exception, has publicly 
professed her faith in Christ. Her 
predecessor was also convinced of her 
lost state by nature, while instilling 
gospel tn:th into the minds of the very 
same children. 



HODS OF £XCITIKG 1NT£B£ST. 

Kentucky^ March^ 1830. 

It was at iirst very difficult for us to 
procure friends for the support and 
extension of our libraries, and to keep 
up our stock of books for the use of 
the children. But we have lately 
adopted ^ new plan, since which 



time our treasuiy has been fully 
supplied. It is this: we have a meet-> 
ing of the whole school every three 
months, which is held in the church 
at the usual time of divine service in 
the morning. The congregation are 
notified beforehand, and come pre- 
pared to contribute. The school oc- 
cupies the front block of pews. A 
sermon suited to the occasion is 
preached, and a collection is taken up 
for the benefit of the school. In this 
way, we not only obtain funds neces- 
sary for our purposes, but the impres- 
sion made on the congregation is most 
favourable to our cause. / 



Extract of a letter dated, JTillsboro, 
Montgomery Co, Illinois, April 22, 
1830. 

I believe there is no method more 
admirably calculated to extend the 
benefits of Sabbath-school instruction^ 
than that of employin|[ agents, as the 
parent institution is domg at the pre- 
sent time. There is iio reason to 
doubt, but that the influence of Mr. 
«— ^^ the agent, who viated us in 
this place last winter, has been a very 
happy influence. He was the means 
of exciting a general and lively inter- 
est in the enterprise, and giving the 
business quite a new and spirited im- 
pulse. Soon after he visited us, our 
school, which had been suspended in 
the fail for want of a comfortable 
house, was revived during the storms 
of winter, and has continued with 
spirit ever since. 

WAHT OF TSACHXBS. 

From the Report of one of our schools 
in Virginia. 

Our pastor is of unexceptionable 
character, eminent piety, woKhy the 
affections of his people, which we be- 
lieve he possesses in a very high de- 
^ee. Our school has been in opera- 
tion near two years, without having a 
visit from him! — We have sometimes 
felt disposed to. charge him with ne- 
glect, in not giving us his counsel 
and encouragement personally in the 
school, which we so much needed^ 
and often solicited! 

There is so much want of interest 
in Sabbath-schools among us, that it is 
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difficult, or rather impossible for us to 
obtain a sufficient number of teachers. 
We have come to the conclusion to 
turn off a number of our scholars, 
which we much fear will be attended 
with some bad consequences, as the 
children are all anxious to come. 

If we were qualified teachers, would 
not some fruit appear.^ Instead of 
suggesting any thing advantageous to 
the society, it becomes us to sit and 
learn. 

PBOM TBEBEPORT OF THK CUXBEBLA^rB 

CO. (pa.) S. 8. V5IUN ^IMPOBTANT 

VIEW or TBS DUTIES OF AUXILIA- 
BIBS. 

The vast expenses to which the 
American Union is subjected, and the 
low prices at which its publications 
are disposed of, (the sum of ^3 paid 
on becoming auxiliary being all tliat 
is required to obtain the privilege of 
purchasing books at a heavy discount, 
on prices already so low as barely^ to 
defray the purchase of materials,) im* 
periously require the prompt payment 
of the debts due to that association. 
It is asking top much to demand the 
ordinary discount, and then require a 
long credit, without interest, while 
the American Sunday-School Union, 
is obliged to pay interest for want of 
the money actually due it by auxilia- 
ries purchasing on the same terms 
with our county Union. The Board 
desire therefore, at the very least, to 
be able to transmit with every orikrt 
the cash. This they have hitherto not 
been able to do. By the very fact of 
associating and becoming auxiliary to 
the American Sunday-School Union, 
we have assumed the duty of attempt- 
ing to do within our bounds, all that 
the parent institution might have con- 
sidered itself bound to do. 



COMPABATITE ADVANTAGES OP SVK^DAT- 
SCHOOLS. 

Extract from a letter dated New 

Jersey^ April Zy 1830. 

One teacher has become professed- 
ly pious in the last year; she ascribes 
her religious impressions, (under God) 
to the faithfulness of her teacher, when 
she was hei*self a pupil. 

It has been thought, by some of the I 



parents, that tlie improvement made by 
their children in the Sunday-schools, is 
greater than any they receive from 
the week-day schools. This remark 
has been made by those who were 
not pious; and with reference entirely 
to the habits of thinking which XXiey 
get from the nature of the subjects 
that are presented to them. A great 
proportion of the cl^ldren look upon 
the Sabbath-scliool as their greatest 
enjoyment, and to be kept from it, the 
greatest punishment that can be in- 
flicted. 



IMPORTANT BENEFITS OF A LIBRARY. 

St, , OUo, 

Our clergyman of the church 

does not give us his influence or assist- 
ance to that extent he might and ought 
to have done, and the clei*gymen of 
other denominations have never psud 
any attention to us. We think the 
circulation of our library, in connexion 
with an extensive circulation of re- 
ligious tracts, served to pave the way 
for the promotion of a yery large and 
increasing Temperance society that is 
now in active operation in this town. 



DOUBTFUL POLICT. 

The g^at difficulty of obtaining 
regular male teachers, has obliged us 
to accept those who cannot promise 
regularity. 



BXAL WXBTERN IMPBOVEXSITTS. 

St, Louitt Mssouri, 
I have been a teacher in the city of 
New York, and have been in a num- 
ber of schools in operation in various 
places, but I have never seen a school 
under better regulation, or more per- 
fect discipline, Qian the white schools 
in this city. 



USES OF A LIBRARY. 

Mentown, Lehigh Co, March 25, 1830. 
Our school numbers about forty 
scholars, and since we have had a 
small library I observe a manifestly in- 
creased taste for reading, and some- 
times a scholar will ask the. loan of si 
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book, who can scarcely read, and 
upon inquiry, we have been much 
pleased to hear that the mother de- 
sires to read it. 



Liitle Rock, Pulaski Co. Arkansas 
Thrritory. 
[Before giving an extract from this 
letter, we remark for the benefit of our 
friend who writes it, that many schools 
are remembered by us, of which no 
public notice is taken; and if all the 
interesting statements we receive were 
published, our friends, even as fiur off 
as Arkansas, would be required to con- 
tribute liberally to the enlargement of 
our means of publishing.] 

We instruct from Judson's Ques- 
tions, the answers being previously 
written in the week-day school. Be- 
fore the school commences, each scho- 
lar is required to give a short state- 
ment of the prominent facts recollect- 
ed of the library book read during 
the week. This is exceedingly inter- 
esting and improving; some scholars, 
if we would permit, would recite the 
whole of the book, I believe. After 
singing, prayer, and the recitation of 
the lessons, the superintendent gives 
notice that he will hear the selected 
verses. Immediately at one end of the 
seat a scholar recites a single verse, 
selected and committed at his own 
choice. When one has recited a verse, 
the next in order recites the verse he 
has chosen and committed, and so 
through the whole school. To hear 
such a number of verses recited in im- 
mediate succession, from various parts 
of scripture, without any comment, is 
indeed delightful. I think, if the 
American Sunday-School Union could 
obtain a general view of all the schools 
under their patronage, they would fix 
on Little Rock Sunday-school, as one 
of the most lovely, interesting and 
promiang. 



BUNDAT-SCHOOL BKMBMBKBIS IS SICK- 

ssss. 
From a very full and faithful report 
of the Female Sabbath-School attach- 
VoL. VIL— 31. 



ed to the- Reformed Dutch Collegiate 
Church, New York, we extract the 
following parag^raphs; adding the wish 
that'more of our reports were marked 
by the simplicity and feeling which 
characterise this. 

One who has been connected with 
this school almost since its commence- 
ment, in February 1816, is now sick; 
still her testimony is, the Lord is good, 
his mercy endureth for ever. It was 
good for me to go to the Sabbath- 
school. There I learned every thing. 
Tears of unaffected humility and g^ti- 
tude ever accompany her words, when 
she speaks of her state as a sinner, 
the mercy of God her Saviour, her 
teachers, or her Sabbath-school. She 
is always found, when able to sit up, 
with her Bible in her lap, still seeking 
to know more of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. 

One of our teachers, in speaking of 
tlie Lord's dealings, mentions that du- 
ring eight years in which she has had 
charge of a class, five of her scholars, 
and two young ladies who entered as 
assistants, have been, as they hope, 
brought to Christ, and have made a 
profession of their faith in Him. One 
teacher who died about a year since, 
has been followed to the world of 
spirits by one of her pupils. 



FROM* THE VERMONT SUITDAT-SCBODL 
UNION REPORT, 1829. 

We recommend the American Sun- 
day-School Magazine, published by 
the parent Union. It comes down to 
us irom a high source; is a magazine 
of that intelligence and thought which 
is the peculiar aliment of Sabbath- 
schools, and should therefore be read 
by all, particularly by ministers, teach- 
ers and parents, p. 12. 



NEEB OF EFFORTS. 

f^om a Friend in the Western coun^ 
try. 

Were I permitted to add one word 
expresnve of my own sense of the im- 
portance of Sunday-schools, (and in 
this new country particularly) of your 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



£42 



For the Sunday -scJiool MontMy Concert. Augu%U 



agents to aid in promoting this re- 
deeming cause, I would say, judging 
from my own feelings and experience, 
that were the managers of the Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Union to come 
to this country, and witness for them- 
selves, the state of education — the spi- 
rit and the efforts of infidelity — and at 
the same time, the inexperience of 
Christians and their want of means — 
they would be deeply sensible that 
all their estimates of the importance 
of efforts at the West, have been in- 
comparably too lo>y. 



WANT OF HrPORMATlOW. 

From an Agent in Georgia. 

One thing is plain, that the Society 
must be known before it is enriched 
with free-will offerings. In some 
respects I can mention what would 
contribute to the success of an agent. 
A clergyman commands great respect 
in these states; he is known, because 
he appears in public frequently, and 
people are ready at once to place 
confidence in him. It adds greatly to the 

opportunities of doing good. The 

denomination prevails in the upper 
Districts, and one of their own clergy 
can have the greatest weight with them. 
The few Sunday-schools that have 
been established in this state, are scat- 
tered, feeble, unskilfully conducted, 
and generally suspended three or four 
months in the cold season. 



OPPOSITION FROM THE PULPIT. 

From a female Friend in North Caro- 
lina, May 29, 1830. 

I am sorry to say, that in this vici- 
nity the Sunday-school cause receives 
but little countenance and patronage. 
The few who are engaged in it, exert 
all the influence in their power; but 
they can do but little to stem the torrent 
of strong prejudice which proceeds 

from the denomination, which 

are very numerous. Having never 
seen any thing like it in that denomi- 
nation amongst you, you can form no 
adequate idea of the height to which 
it is carried here. Their ministers de- 
claim against them from the pulpit; 



one not long ago, about three miles 
from this place, warned his people, 
(while preaching to a very numerous 
congregation) not to have any thing 
to do with them, neither with Bible 
nor Tract Societies, which he asso- 
ciated together, and called them 
money-making establishments. Thus 
you see some of the difficulties which 
Sunday-school supporters have to en- 
counter. But in this village, where 
there is more information, I am happy 
to say the inhabitants appreciate Sun- 
day-school instruction. I have a de- 
lightful little Infant-school which in- 
cludes all the children under six years 
old who can walk or tfdk in the p&ace. 
With the aid of pictures and Infant- 
school lessons they have made asto- 
nishing progress, and I think I was 
never engaged in an employment so 
delightful. 

SOUND BEASONINa. 

The increase of the schools must 
depend upon the test furnished of 
their practical usefulness. Unremit- 
ted attention and vigilance on the part 
of teachers, can alone, with the bless- 
ing of God, render tfcs system of in- 
struction efficient to the purposes an- 
ticipated by the friends of the institu- 
tion. — {Marietta) Washington Coun- 
ty Sunday-School Union Report. 



FOR THE SUNBAT-SCHOOL MONTHLY CON- 
CERT, AUGUST 9, 1830. 
Though buried deep, or thinly strown, 

If God his grace supply, 
The hope in earthly furrows sown 
Shall ripen in the sky. 

The believer in the plain declara- 
tions of God's word, has joys and 
hopes peculiar to himself. The Be- 
ing revealed to him in his Bible, as 
the object of his supreme love and 
confidence, is without beginning of 
days or end of years; the Creator of 
all things— by whose mighty power 
all worlds are upheld and governed, 
and without whom not a sparrow falls 
to the ground. 

He has no perplexing doubts, an4 
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indulge in no vain speculations about 
the origin of evil. He reads when 
and how sin entered into the world 
and death by sin, and in the same 
page he finds disclosed to him, some 
of the most glorious and precious at- 
tributes of the Godhead. He thus 
leai'ns that the very denunciations of 
wo which attended the first transgres- 
sion, were mingled with the tenderest 
accents of mercy and forbearance. 
At the moment sin separated man 
from his Maker, the believer finds a 
purpose formed and a plan devised 
to destroy its power, to avert its fear- 
ful consequences, and by an exhibi- 
tion of** love beyond degree," to sub- 
due the heart of the rebel, and bring 
him to submit to the government of 
his righteous Sovereign. 

Throughout the whole history of 
God's government, in the ~ kingdoms 
of nature, providence and grace, he 
discovers an obvious reference to the 
accomplishment of this glorious pur- 
pose. It is seen in all the revolutions 
of the church and the world from the 
time when Jehovah made a covenant 
with Abraham, and gave his oath unto 
Isaac, and confirmed the same unto 
Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an 
evertasting covenant, to this ver}' hour. 
And as he casts his eye back over 
the path- way, by which God has led 
the j»eople of his choice from their 
beginning hitherto, it rests on Ehene- 
zers erected, on either side, at every 
successive stage of their progress, 
bearing testimony to the faithfulness 
and forbearance of a covenant God, 
and he is compelled to say, as David 
did in view of the same scene, " Oh 
that men would praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to tlie children of men!" 
When he comes down to the great 



mystery of godliness, God mawipest 
IN THE flesh; — ^an event which sheds 
ineffable light and glory on all past 
and all succeeding ages of the church; 
he sees still more clearly the plan of 
infinite wisdom and mercy; while the 
gospel of Jems Christ pours a flood 
of pure, living, life-giving light and 
glory over the character and princi- 
ples of the divine government; and 
then, guided by the sure word of pro- 
phecy, to which we do well to give 
heed, his mind presses forward to the 
contemplation of the future glory and 
triumph of Zion, the beloved of the 
LoM. He sees the sons of them that 
have afflicted her, come bending unto 
her, and they that despised her, bow 
themselves down at tlie soles of her 
feet; and the sons of strangers build 
up her walls, and in view of it all, he 
exclaims with the admiring, adoring 
apostle; "O! the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out! 
For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, or who hath been his counsel- 
lor? for of him and through him, and 
to him are all things, to whom be 
glory for ever, Amen." 

Before such a Being, and under the 
encouragement of such views, we have 
come together this evening, to ofl^er 
up to him the desires and thanksgiv- 
ings of our hearts and our hymns of 
pi-aise. And it may be profitable on 
such an occasion to suggest an inquir}- 
whicii was excited in our minds by 
the character and spirit of our late 
annual reports from auxiliaries: — 

Are those Sunday -scJlooI teachers act- 
ing in i/ie spirit of the gospel, w/tq are 
silently waiting for God's blessing upon 
their labour? In other words. Is that 
kindofioillingnessto wait which many 
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Sunday school teachers and others eX' 
press, the fruit of faith and subniis' 
sum; or is it the natural offspring of 
a deceitful and carnal heart? 

The very common remark in our 
reports, to which we just now allud- 
cd, is something of this kind. — " We 
see no fiiiit of our efforts yet, but 
we are encouraged to hope that God 
will bless our work in due time, and 
if we see no fruit in this world, we 
may hope to see it in eternity." And 
it would seem from the connexion in 
which this sentiment is generally found, 
tltat this willingness to wait was consi- 
dered the exercise of a Christian grace 
— a sort of acquiescence in the seem- 
ingly tardy accomplishment of some 
inscrutable purpose. . Thus making 
themselves contented with the pro- 
mise, when the thing promised might 
be theirs; and substituting for the 
blessing, which we might have abun- 
dantly, those assurances which were 
only designed to comfort and sustain 
God's people, until the blessing should 
actually be poured out. Of the un- 
changeable purpose of God, as ex- 
pressed in the beautiful stanza at the 
head of our article, and still more fully 
and beautifully by the prophet Isaiah 
in the chapter whidi was just read,* we 
have not a doubt. But that this ground 
of confidence is sometimes mis-appro- 
priated, is very much to be feared. 

The Christian's heart rejoices in the 
confidence, that God is a sovereign in 
the dispensation of all his gifts. He is 
the Father of rjght8,from whom come th 
down every good and perfect gift, and 



• It would be well to introduce tlie 
exercises of the evening* by reading 
the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah, every 
word of which must be more precioi^ 
than jewels to a Sunday-school teacher. 



with whom there is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning. He openeth 
and no man shutteth; he shutteth and 
no roan openeth. But in the possession 
of all these glorious and incomprehen- 
uble attributes, be presents himself 
to us in his word, as one that heareth 
and answereth prayer. He has never 
said Ainto the seed of Jacob, *' Seek 
ye me in vain." He would ever per- 
suade us to seek blessings from his 
hand. Study the declarations of his 
word and the history of his dispensa- 
tions, and consult those who have lived 
nearest to his throne of grace; and 
you shall find in th€ language of them 
all, a verification of his gracious pro- 
mise, <* Before hey call, I will answer, 
and while they are yet speaking, I 
will hear. 

As soon as Solomon had made an 
end of prayer, at the solemn dedica- 
tion of the temple, the glory of the 
Lord filled the house, so that the chil- 
dren of Israel bowed themselves with 
their faces to the ground, upon the 
pavement, and worshipped and prais- 
ed tlie Lord. When the passover was 
to be celebrated at Jenisalem, at the 
command of king Hezekiah, the Le- 
vites arose and ble^ed the people, 
and in that very day their voice was 
heard, and their prayer came up to 
God's holy dwelling-place, even unto 
heaven. What was the employment 
of the first disciples, when the spirit 
of God came upon them, and filled 
all the house where they were sitting^ 
Were they not asking for that very 
blessing? — How long had the prayer 
of the devout Cornelius left his hps 
before it was heard and answered 
from on high? How long could it have 
been said of Saul of Tarsus — " Behold, 
he prayeth," before the compasaonate 
Saviour sent liim the oil of joy for 
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mourning and the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness. 

Alas! brethren, God's ways are equal; 
it is ours that are unequal. Our faith is 
weak and wavering; voe are willing to 
wait; we love the indolence of unbe- 
lief. When we ask for a spirit of prayer 
and supplication, we do not feel the 
value of the gift. When we ask to have 
our faith strengthened, and our hopes 
rooted and grounded, we do not con- 
sider what duties of our own the pe- 
tition involves, and much less do we, 
in the strength of the Lord, give our- 
selves up to the discharge of them. 
We ask and receive not, because we 
ask amiss. 

Look at our field of labour; think 
what God has done by means of Sun- 
dayschook, and judge, thence, what 
He b willing to do. Has He not 
made tkia and that Sunday-school like 
a watered garden and like a spring 
of water whose watera fail not? Have 
there not come from these places, 
those who have [built up the old 
waste places, and raised up the foun- 
dations of many generations, so^ that 
they might be called, "the repairers 
of the breach, the restorers of paths 
to dwell in?" We want no evidence 
of God's willingness to do all that his 
people desire and ask; but we do 
want a spirit of simple, child-like de- 
pendence on Him; loang ourselvesand 
forgetting all we ha-ve and are, in the 
contemplation of Jehovah's infinite ful- 
ness, of which we are asking to be 
maxle partakers. We may indeed sum- 
mon the powers of our soul to this 
service, but it is with such a feeble 
and faint-hearted voice, as to indicate 
that our thoughts, desires and hopes 
are still earthly and grovelling. 

And is not our contentment to leave 
a throne of grace without a blessing. 



in itself, fearful evidence that we do 
not feel our urgent need of it? Does 
the hungry man smile when you deny 
him bread? Will the fainting heart 
be satisfied, though he finds no water- 
brooks to slake his thirst? Does the 
father fold his hands in sight of his 
drowning child, and wait unmoved, on 
the shore, till the effort to rescue him 
succeeds or fails? 

There is an hour which betrays the 
secret of our heartless services, — our 
formal devotions. What a difference 
do we find between the exercises of 
a soul that is encompassed with the 
cares and thoughts and hopes of time, 
and one tliat is just taking the last 
look of all that it has ever known, or 
loved beneath the sim ? In what rapid 
succession do our delusions then vanish ! 
How do the momentous interests of 
the next hour fill the widest range of 
thought, and overwhelm the most un- 
clouded faculties of the mind ! 

Assembled for the purpose of hold- 
ing communion with God, let us strive 
to realize things unseen and eternal, 
and to bring to our present view, what 
OUT eyes will one day see, and our ears 
hear, of the amazing attributes of the 
God we worship. Let us seek for 
his blessing on ourselves and our re- 
spective schools and classes, with all 
that earnestness and sincerity with 
which his visible presence would fill 
our souls. 

SUN DAT -SCHOOLS IN OB£AT BRITAIN. 

[From the lAindon Teacher's Magaziue.j 
To Sunday-schools we are, in a 
sense, indebted for nearly all our other 
popular establishments for useful and 
religious instruction. To them, like- 
wise, must we mainly look for a main- 
tenance of that spirit of piety, so infi- 
nitely important in the education of 
the young. Indeed, the operation of 
the present system of education, re- 
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sembles the circulation of the blood 
in the animal body. The Sunday- 
school institution may be considered 
as the heart — ^the org^n and engine of 
vitality; itself dependent on the divine 
influence for all its healthy energies: 
the arrangements immediately con- 
nected with it, as the arteries through 
which sanctified instruction is pro- 

Celled to the remotest parts of the 
ody politic, while by all the other 
establishments for the conservation of 
iety, intelligence, and morality, as 
y so many veins, the cuirent is, in a 
thousand ways, brought back again 
into new contact with religious influ- 
ence. By tliis means, the principles 
of Christianity are kept in perpetual 
operation, throughout the system; 
while the energy and the healthful- 
ness of the whole may be always and 
indubitably ascertained, by the main- 
tenance and purity — by the spiritual 
pulsation, so to speak, of the Sunday- 
school system. 

It is difficult to leave this delight- 
ful subject; the chord which is touch- 
ed by the mention of Sunday-schools, 
vibrates in union with so many others, 
in a benevolent bosom, that the theme 
seems untiring. It was the introduc- 
tion of Sunday-schools that awakened 
attention to the important question, 
** ought the poor to be instructed in 
any way?" and it was the religious 
character of Sunday-schools, which 
required and compelled all other 
scliools (previous to mechanics' insti- 
tutions) to include religion as a main 
element of their existence, and as 
sanctifying and securing both their 
effects and continuance. 

It is impossible to say to what an 
extent these ^hools have been, and 
continue to be the nurseries for those 
characters which are the leaders and 
labourers in all other benevolent insti- 
tutions. Almost all collectors, secre- 
taries, &c. having been teachers and 
scholars in them; there is, indeed, 
scarcely a missionary in the heathen 
world who has not been a teacher — 
and some have been scholars in 
Sunday-schools. The same may be 
said of many preachers among the va- 
rious Christian denominations. Many 
individuals, whose labours would dis- 
tinguish them as members of any uni- 
versity in the world, would not disdain 



to allow their names to be mentioned 
in this connexion. Who amidst the 
senators of Britain, stood up the un- 
blushing advocate of the rights of re- 
ligion? Joseph Butterworth, Esq., 
the Sunday-school teacher. Who 
went to preach to the savages of the 
South sea, and after witnessing the 
downfall of idolatiy in the Sandwich 
Islands, returned home, and published 
a learned history of these gems of the 
Southern Ocean? The Rev. W. Ellis, 
a Sunday-school teacher. Who pene- 
trated the African wilderness, labour- 
ing with his hands— teaching the 
natives to build, to plough, to sow, 
to reap, and gather into barns — to re- 
pent and turn to God? The Rev. 
Barnabas Shaw, the Sunday-school 
teacher. Who gave to the millions of 
China, in their own languages, the 
oracles of God? Dr. Morrison, the 
Sunday-school teacher. Who, laying 
down the comforts and elegancies of 
social life, spent eight years amidst 
the perils of sea and land, and touching 
all the quarters of the globe, in a cir- 
cumnavigation which win render his 
name immortal in the history of mis- 
sions? George Bennet, Esq., the 
Sunday-school teacher. 

The systems of instruction, intellec- 
tual and religious, which have sprung 
up in our own island, are transplanted 
into eveiy soil, and flourish under 
every sky from Ckiinea to Greenland. 
Schools, missionaries, and Bibles, are 
now to be found in almost every pa- 
rallel of eveiy zone — knowledge and 
piety are gone forth together to the 
conquest of the habitable globe; and 
in realms where the British soldier 
never set his foot for mailial fight, his 
generous and devoted countrymen, 
with the pacific weapons of instruc- 
tion in their hands, and tlie grace of 
God in their hearts, are travelling in 
the greatness of His strength, glo- 
rious as the sun, fair as the moon, and 
terrible as an army with banners. 

pastor's nETUOSPECT. 

Few circumstances present to my 
mind more delightful associations, or 
call forth more fervent gratitude, tlian 
those which relate to Sunday-schools. 
For nearly thirty yeai-s past, in one 
form or other, I have been connected 
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with them. There I learnt the first 
lessons of piety, and felt some of my 
earliest desires after divine Tavour. In 
these institutions I first began to teach 
others the way of life; and from them 
I have had the exalted pleasure of in- 
troducing many, both teachers and 
scholars, to the privileges of the 
Christian church. Every year's expe- 
rience deepens my conviction, that 
these institutions ai-e among the most 
useful of the means employed by the 
blessed God to fill the earth with his 
knowledge; and that pious and de- 
voted Sabbath^school teachers are the 
most efiicient assistants to the Chris- 
tian minister. What glorious scenes 
will be presented to the world, when 
a hundred millions of its inhabitants 
shall, in their earliest years, be taught, 
at" the same period, in the knowledge 
of Him who made them; and in the 
way in wliich they can be eternally 
happy! 

Deeply impressed with the value 
of Sunday-schools, and desirous, in my 
feeble measure, of directing and en- 
couraging their friends, I propose, 
with the permission of the editor of 
the Teacher's Magazine, to place be- 
fore its readers a few facts having this 
tendency. 

There is a disposition in the human 
mind, as we advance in years, to re- 
view the scenes in which we felt a 
deep interest in early life. I have 
been this morning retracing a period 
of more than a quarter of a century, 
and have literally seen " the little one 
become a thousand;" or, if I may 
adopt a metaphor, 1 have beheld the 
acorn grow to a wide-spreading oak. 
It seems but a little time, though 
nearly thirty years have rolled away, 
since I was first introduced as a scho- 
lar to a Sunday-school in one of the 
largest manufacturing towns in the 
kingdom. Well do I remember the 
childish feelings with which I walked 
up the step-ladder of an old work- 
shop, to meet about fifteen boys, most 
of whom, like myself, were unable to 
read. Nor have I forgotten the fea- 
tures, or the manners of the teachers. 
I recollect the hymn sung, and a part 
of the prayer offered that mommg. 
Two teachers, out of the three, have 
long since been removed to another 
world: })\xt the fruit of tli^eir labours 



remains^ and the services they ren- 
dered to the church and the world, 
shall call forth the gratitude of gene- 
rations to come. 

I could tell my readers, at consider- 
able length, of a series of events which 
deeply impressed my juvenile mind. 
I could relate circumstances of the 
instructions I received being blest in 
preserving me from temptations, 
leading to feelings of piety, and to the 
duties of religion. Or I could say, that 
when death snatched from me my pa- 
rents, the Sunday-school and its friends 
became my father and my nnother; 
while I was thus directed to seek the 
fiivouf of Him who is indeed, " the 
Father of the fatherless." Or I could 
go still farther, and show in what way 
the Sunday-school contributed at 
length to introduce me into the Chris- 
tian ministry. But, in saying all this, 
I should but be telling the history of 
many others, as well as myself. Let 
us then take another view of the sub- 
ject. 

How vast is often the growth of 
good! That which is small in its 
commencement is often great in its 
end. The little room in which the 
school was first taught, was soon 
found too small to contain its scholars, 
and, in the course of a very few years, 
two new rooms were built; a few 
years after, two others were added, 
and now even larger have been erect- 
ed; so that, instead of a school of 
sixteen scholars, which I once saw, 
every succeeding Sabbath witnesses 
aboat a thousand children learning 
the way tif salvation from the oracles 
of truth ! And, oh ! if it were possible 
to give the whole history of this insti- 
tution, which was founded in fiiith, 
and has been cherished by prayer, 
how interested must we feel, when we 
think of. very many who by its instru- 
mentality have been brought to the 
knowledge of Christ, and introduced 
to an uraon with his people ; of a 
goodly number who are now the pious 
and devoted teachers of others; and 
of several others who have been intro- 
duced to the honours and usefulness 
of Christian ministers ! But, after all» 
it would be impossible to describe the 
whole of the good it has done. For 
how many pious feelings have been 
promoted by it which we can never 
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!cnoWy — ^in how many instances did it 
roake impressions on the minds of those 
who are fiir removed from obserration, 
— ^how much has it contributed to do- 
mestic and sociai happiness, — and how 
many may have passed, unobserved, 
from the Sunday-sch<ipl on earth, to 
the mansions of heaven ! 

And, if all this has resulted from 
one school, what must be expected 
from the thousands now in existence; 
and of how much importance is it that 
every teacher labour in his vocation 
with ardour, prayer, and perse- 
verance, knowing that <*At< labour 
shall not be in vaai in the Lord/" 

[Lond S. S. Tsaeher's Mag, 



VALLEY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

We have not space in the present 
number, to continue the course of re- 
mai'ks commenced in our last, respect- 
ing the plan of operations in the 
Western Valley; nor is any important 
branch of that plan sufficiently ma- 
tured to justify us in spreading it 
before our readers. Indeed, it is 
quite doubtful whether we shall 
find it expedient to divert their at- 
tention from the single, responsi- 
ble, momentous, personal duty and 
obligation which they have assumed 
at home, even to contemplate the 
progress of this most important and 
benevolent enterprise abroad. There 
is so much depending on the spirit 
and qualifications of teachers at home, 
that if we could only persuade them 
to read such results of observation and 
experience as our pages are designed 
to furnish, we should rather propose 
to double the size of the Magazine, 
than to appropriate any part of its 
pages to any purpose but that of the 
improvement and encouragement of 
Sunday-school teachers now in office. 
Nothing, in the whole range of our 
observation in connexion with Sun- 
day-schools, is so disheartening and 



alarming as the seeming satisfaction of 
teachers with their qualifications. 
They will say they are not qualified, 
and they will talk much of tlieir de- 
sire to be better qualified? but they 
will not exert themselves an hour, 
nor expend a single dollar for the 
purpose. Those who read this re- 
mark, will be least likely of all others 
to fall under its censure; inasmuch as 
the very fact of tlieir reading it proves 
that they are not of the number de- 
scribed. 

As at present advised, therefore, 
we shall keep ourselves very much to 
the peculiar work assigned us in the 
preparation of these pages; while we 
shall endeavour to have our readers 
and others who desire the information, 
fully acquainted with all that is done 
and dengned, respecting that most 
commendable, wise, and philanthropic 
enterprise of which we have spoken. 
The second meeting at New York, 
which was held June 21, at tike Ma- 
sonic Hall, was crowded to overflow- 
ing. The chairman was Judos Flatt. 
Addresses were made by the Rev. 
Mr. Cone, of the Baptist Church — 
Rev. Mr. Peters— Rev. Mr. M'Clay— 
Rev. Dr. Spring— Rev. Mr. M'Cartee 
— ^Rev. Mr. Ludlow, and the General 
Agent of the Society. Hon. Mr. 
Frelinghuysen, of Newark, (N. J.) 
who had been necessarily detained 
from the former meeting, also ad- 
dressed the assembly as follows: — 

It is nearly eighteen centuries, since 
our blessed Redeemer, with the be- 
nig^ity of a heart alive to the miseries 
of humanity, fixed his eyes upon a 
group of little children: and that his 
friends through all future time, might 
be animated by an example, urgent 
as the condescension of God, he took 
them in his arms and blessed them. 
Then, as often since, such touching 
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notice was deemed a misplaced com- 
passion. But He, who knew what 
was in man, rebuked the spirit that 
murmured at his regard for these in- 
teresting objects. He who had form- 
ed the body and endowed the immor- 
tal mind, whose scrutiny reached the 
secret place of motive, and the foun- 
tain springs of hope and desire; who 
traced the lines of moral obligation 
through all their winding^. He, per- 
fectly appreciated the almost absolute 
control, which the moral cultivation 
and discipline of childhood exerted 
upon the character of future life and 
destiny. By his own example he 
pointed his church to this eventful 
stage of being, as developing the 
most fruitful sources of blessedness 
or woe. But, Sir, the lesson seemed 
to have been inculcated in vain. For 
instead of engaging assnduous and 
prayerful solicitude, this has been the 
age, of all others, the most left to its 
own native tendencies. Our Saviour 
pointed his regfards to childhood, that 
we might there bestow our best cares. 
As if he had said, if you wish the 
stream to be pure, look well to the 
fountain: if you desire the blossom to 
be fair and healthful, shield the bud 
from harm. We have inverted this 
salutary lesson. The whole moral 
machinery for many ages has not, in 
any of its departments been fitted for 
childhood; all its agencies have been 
directed over the neads of children. 
We have called it the season of inno- 
cence, and left it to run to waste. 
The mother has kissed off the tear 
from the cheek of her little prattler^ 
and often felt as if an angel wept. 
While we have cherished this fond 
deception, Satan has been sowing the 
bitter seeds of depravity. He met 
the young idea, as it struggled into 
life, and wickedly confirmed its cor- 
rupt inclination. He, unresisted, pre- 
pares the mould for future character. 
And when youth dawned, it came 
with such vigour and stubbornness in 
sin, with such a fixedness of choice 
for evil, as sadly evinced the efficient 
and dreadful agency that had been at 
work. 

The Sunday-school has broken this 
delunon; and now we wonder at our 
infatuation. We knew before, that 
the impressi(ms of cliildhood were 

Vol. VII.— 32. 



deep and indelible : that they seemed 
to add instinct to memory: that they 
endured through the turmoil and sor- 
rows of manhood, and often outlived 
the infirmities of dotage. But yet till 
this blessed engine was set in motion, 
we had neglectod the application of 
such poweiSul facilities to the cause 
of truth and virtue. Now, he who 
runs may read, how full of promise, 
and how fraught with blessings is this 
grand scheme of mercy. Sir, it strikes 
home to the very root of evil . It meets 
the first breaking out of corrupt pur- 
poses, enlightens and exhorts to duty, 
pleads against sin, and saves from 
death. I firmly believe, tliat God in- 
tends it to be one g^at means of re- 
forming the world. There may exist 
some enthusiasm on this subject. I 
rejoice at it. There never was a good 
cause which did not deserve all the 
ardour of enthusiasm. There is no time 
now, to spare for cold and reluctant 
calculation. The spirits of eyil are 
abroad in our land. They are strain- 
ing the last nerve: they are rousing 
into action the slumbering fires of in- 
fidelity, and would shroud the hea- 
vens in the blackness of despair. It 
behoves then, all the fiiends of God 
and man, to be active, and to stand 
forth as the fearless advocates and de- 
fenders of the truth. 

We have witnessed with grateful 
interest the progress of Sabbath-school 
instruction. Every year has furnish- 
ed some fresh proofs of its substantial 
benefits. Take a single illustration in 
your city; a recent investigation as- 
certained that of twelve thousand chil- 
dren who had shared in the blessing^ 
of this institution, not one had ever 
been arraigned for crime. This is a 
volume of commendation; but, sir, it 
is only the beginning of good. I'he 
next age will witness some of the ful- 
ness of its mercies, when these chil- 
dren shall take our places and assume 
upon them the duties of men and 
citizens. 

I hasten to the appropriate business 
of this evening. A noble impulse has 
been g^ven to this sacred cause in a 
neighbouring city; it has reached the 
friends of truth and awakened a kin- 
dred spuit here. The moral condition 
and prospects of the West— the influ- 
ence which it will very soon exert in 
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the public councils of our country; and 
its own distinct claims, as an impor- 
tant part of ourselves, combined a 
weight of interest in its behalf, that 
has attracted general concern and dis- 
tinguished liberality. I adverted to 
the share that will soon be taken by 
the valley of the Mississippi, in our 
national concerns. Sir, the children 
will after a few more years, give the 
law to tlie mother. The infant West, 
b fast attaining to a giant's dimen- 
sions; and its power will be tremen- 
dous, unless controlled by principle. 
Washington, who had studied the nu- 
man character under many diversities, 
came to the full conviction, that no 
principle could be safely trusted, which 
did not flow from a sense of religious 
obligation; and an infinitely greater 
thanWashing;ton had, ages before, pro- 
claimed the same truth. In this vaJley 
of the West, upwards of four millions 
of freemen, have with astonishing ra- 
pidity peopled the fiurest regions of 
our republic; and the eventful ques- 
tion to be resolved is, how we shall 
most happily fashion tiie elements of 
these rising communities; whether by 
our benignant regards, they shall aid 
to strengthen the cords of our nation, 
whether they shall cherish the prin- 
ciples of private and public virtue, or 
whether by our neglect, they shall be 
left to exhibit the melancholy spec- 
tacle of universal degeneracy of man- 
ners, among a people-, but yesterday 
born into political existence. Sir, this 
is the true honest question. We can 
not and we ought not to evade it. It 
is put to us as Christians and as Ame- 
rican citizens. These sister states of 
the west possess capacities for good 
or evil, that cannot be trifled with or 
disregarded. Rightly influenced, and 
immense blessings will reward our 
philanthrophy — but should we suffer 
them to grow on, with no moral cul- 
ture, floods of wickedness will by and 
by come over upon us, that will sweep 
away the last vestiges of hope and 
freedom. I lately heard from a dis- 
tinguished citizen of that section of 
the Union, the evil and the antidote 
in one short sentence. While deplor- 
ing the frequent occurrence of street 
murders — sometimes by men high in 
oflicial stations, he remarked, that the 
terrors of the law interposed no check. 



and that his hope rested in the refor- 
mation of public sentiment: there, said 
he, the mischief receives its counte- 
nance and there we must look for its 
corrective. This was the language of 
truth and soberness. When the late 
movement in Philadelphia was an- 
nounced, it was hailed as the harbin- 
ger of incalculable blessings. A foun- 
tain was to be opened, whose health- 
ful streams would send forth richer 
benefits to the vallejrs of the Missis- 
sippi, than all their majestic rivers. 
The Sunday-schools will reform that 
perverted public opinion, that sanc- 
tions the deeds of the transgressor. ■ 
They will purify the elements of so- 
ciety; they will arrest the torrent of 
corruptton ; erect the standard of 
sound principles, and, by the bless- 
ing of heaven, save the country and 
perpetuate her liberties. A cause, 
thus exalted in its aims, this evening 
addresses itself to the philanthropy 
of a generous people. It becomes 
not a stranger to press this suit. It 
befits the occasion, however, to say 
of it, that a nobler charity could not 
well engage our sympathies. To raise 
an empire of immortal beings to the 
dignity of virtuous freemen; to send 
forth moral influences among them, 
that shall establish the bans of poli- 
tical prosperity; that shall raise a pro- 
tection around the sacred privileges of 
the fireside, and secure the hearth 
and the altar fi*om rude invasion: And 
more than this — to open to them the 
pathway to a blessed immortality, to 
fill up time with social comforts, to 
gild its close with consolation, and 
crown the whole with imperishable 
happiness. Sir, what are earthly 
sceptres — what is all human wealth 
and greatness, compared with such a 
vision? And in the just hope that it 
may shortly be realized, who can 
longer g^asp his g^ld? Where or how 
can wealth accomplish for us, more 
substantial or sublime pleasures. Pa- 
triotism in its boldest conceptions,can- 
not aspire to a purer bliss than this. 
To elevate an exten«ve region of en- 
terprising men, to secure them fix>m 
the wasteful influence of irreligion 
and crhne; and bring up millions of 
our fellow men, to the purity of a 
virtuous community. Sir, fitilure in 
such an enterprise, would b^ no corn- 
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mon privilege. But we need not fail. 
The faithful consecration of our best 
effoi'ts, is destined to demolish the 
throne of the prince of darkness: and 
honoured will be the humblest man, 
permitted to raise a finger in the 
work. 

Mr. F. having ended, Mr. I-.. Tap- 
pan, Chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements, read letters from Alex- 
ander Henry, Esq. of Philadelphia, and 
Col. Richard Varick of this city, ex- 
pressing their deep interest in the ob- 
ject of the meeting, and regretting 
that it was out of their power to com- 
ply with the committee's invitation to 
attend. The letter from Col. Varick 
enclosed a check for g500, and that 
of Mr. Henry expressed the hope that 
the subscription in Philadelphia would 
amount to g30,000. Mr. T. also an- 
nounced that a mechanic who had 
had been invited to be present at the 
meeting, had sent him ^200, 

Before announcing tlie genei<al re- 
sult of tlie subscriptions and contribu* 
tions of the evening, the chairman of 
the committee of arrangements stated 
that on counting more accurately the 
amount subscribed and contributed at 
the last meeting, it was found to be 
£11,600, which is more tlian was at 
first reported. The amount subscribed 
in the interval between the two meet- 
ings, was stated at §1,200. To tliese 
sums add §200 tlie amount now con- 
tributed in money, and g2,229, the 
amount on the different papers, and 
the grand total given or pledged to 
the object thus far in the city of New- 
York, is gl5,229. 



-, Ohio, July 5, 1830. 



Dear Sir, 

It is now 18 months since I first 
came to this town; previous to that the 
County Union had gone down, as had 
also the Sabbath-school of the first 
Presbyterian Church. In Decem- 
ber of 1828, the mortth I arrived here, 
the friends of Sabbath-schools began 
again to exert themselves, and suc- 
ceeded in forming another Sunday- 
school, under a revised constitution; 
but there was manifestly a want of ex- 
perience throughout the whole. I 
Ijecame a teacher in this school, and 



having been engs^d in Sabbath- 
schools myself for 12 years previous, 
(in England, eleven,) I recommended 
the adoption of such measures as I 
thought would prove most conducive 
to the welfare of the institution. In 
June following I was elected superin- 
tendent. In that office I have been 
engaged ever since. About 9 months 
since, we succeeded in establishing the 
teachers* monthly concert of prayer, 
and in April last we formed a Sunday- 
school Union for this town and neigh- 
bourhood. We have thus far succeeded 
in establishing in this neighbourhood, 
since that time, three new schools, 
which are veiy promising, and 1 hope, 
in the next year's report you will re- 
ceive some interesting account. I am 
sorry to say, that many professing 
Christians here feel little or no interest 
in these glorious institutions, and tiiat 
although our school now contains about 
200 scholars, and SO teachers, we can- 
not number 12 pious and devoted 
teachers in our ranks. But I am happy 
in bearing my humble testimony to 
the zeal and devotedness of some of 
that number. 1 have for several weeks 
past, endeavoured to stimulate our 
Sabbath-school friends here by the ac- 
count of your proceedings in Philadel- 
phia, and in New York, with respect to 
Sabbath-schools in the Valley of the 
Mississippi, and it is the same subject 
which has induced me now to address 
you. 

Believing as I do, that the institution 
of Sabbath -schools is sejcond in im- 
portance to none, and that it is the 
duty of every Christian to aid in the 
work of faith and labour of love; and 
surrounding circumstances being fa- 
vourable, 1 feel it my duty to offer my 
services to the American Sunday, 
school Unibn, in the mightv work they 
have now undertaken, or supplying 
the Valley of the Mississippi with 
schools. As I have before stated, it is 
a work in wliich I have been engaged 
with pleasure, and I hope profit to my 
soul, for 14 years past, eleven in Eng- 
land, and 3i years in America; about 
2 years of that time, I resided in New 
York, and visited the schools there as a 
stranger, the church with which I uni- 
ted having but a small school, and need- 
ing no teacher. My family are here, 
(consisting of my wife and one son,) 
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who are reconciled to my leaving them 
on such employment, if accepted. 
Whether I go personadly op not, my 
prayers shall be offered for, and my 
best wishes go with those who go into 
this delighttul field; it is indeed white 
unto the harvest, and those who reap 
fihall be abundantly rewarded by the 
Lord of the vineyara. 

Your connection with the Sunday- 
school Union, must render you a friend 
to all friends of the cause,and although 
we are strangers here, yet 1 hope we 
possess kindred spirits, and that when 
our labours here are ended, we shall 
meet a glorious company of Sabbath- 
school children and teachers, in the 
heavenly world, to unite in ascribing 
salvation, and honour, and glory, and 
power, unto Him who hath loved us, 
and given himself for us. 



-, Illinois, June 25th, 1830. 



Our opinion repecting the labours 
of the agents of tlie Sunday-School 
Union, you have probably received 
before this. There is evidently a 
great change working among us on 
that subject. Sabbath-schools are 
evidently becoming popular very fast, 
and they are springing up all around 
this place. I formed one some days 
since a few miles distant, composed 
mostly of adults, a large proportion of 
whom are unable to read. In the vi- 
cinity of this town, there is at present 
a very happy state of feeling in refer- 
ence to Sabbath -schools, and it has 
apparently arisen from the influence 
exerted by our school. Your agents 
have not visited this county, but im- 
mediately on my coming to this place 
in January last, a school was formed 
which has been in successful operation 
since. It appears to be exerting a 
very happy influence here. Soon after 
its formation, a report respecting it 
went over the country and elsewhere, 
and the effect was to create an anxiety 
in the minds of many to enjoy the 
benefits of these highly useful institu- 
tions. It has frequently been said to 
me, ten, twenty, and fo'rty miles dis- 
tant, I underetand you have a fine 

Sabbath-school in — . One school 

properly conducted, and under suc- 
cessful opeiation, will do more in this 



country towards allaying prejudice 
and enlisting public feeling in behalf of 
these precious in8titutions,than months 
of the most fervid declamation in their 
favour. And perhaps it is not too 
much to say, that a want of confidence 
in Sabbath-schools, arising from pre- 
vious failures, is one of the most for- 
midable obstacles to their formation. 
These failures in the Valley of the 
Mississippi, perhaps, are more fre- 
quent than you would be apt to sup- 
pose, and hence the vast importance 
of well qualified superintendents and 
teachers. This is all that is needed 
in this country to produce numerous 
and flourishing schools. And shall 
the rising generations by tens of thou- 
sands, in this interesting portion of 
our republic, be excluded from the 
benefits of these institutions, merely 
because there are none to gather and 
instruct them? O what wonders could 
ten thousand well qualified devoted 
Sabbath-school teachers, with the 
blessing of God work, by removing to 
the Valley of the Mississippi ! 

I have no doubt that if Mr. 

could remain another year in this state, 
form new schools, revisit and revive 
old ones, &c. &c., that he might do 
twice the g^ood he has the past year, 
and that we tnist has been great. 
The expectation of a visit from the 
agent, would be sufficient to keep 
alive the interest in a school for 
months. The subject of Sabbath- 
schools is daily assuming new interest 
and importance in this state; and 
though our lamented brother Hawley 
was cut down in the midst of his de- 
voted labours^ yet who knows but 
this afflictive dispensation of Divine 
Providence will be overruled to the 
furtherance of the cause even in tiiiis 
state. 

There was a gentleman here this 
week, who lives more than a hundred 
and fifly miles north of this, enquiring 
where he could get some Sabbath- 
school books. There is generally a 
perfect dearth of books in this coun- 
try, and tracts and Sunday-school 
books are read with g^eat eagerness; 
I lately distributed some of the lat- 
tea, which were of the smallest kind 
published by the Union ; but you 
can scarcely imagine with what pica- 
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sure they were received, and with 
what interest read. 



, Musouri, June 18M, 1830. 

Eight miles above Co. Rev. 



had commenced two Sunday- 
schools within four miles of each other. 
He appeared very much gratified with 
the information 1 gave him on the sub- 
ject, •* for," said he, "I am wholly un- 
acquainted with the business." These 
schools appeared more interesting to 
me from the fact of their being situa- 
ted on the very border of civilization; 
one of them is tmtlUn three or four 
mi fee of the Western boundary of the 
United States of*Bmerica. 

Last Sabbath I attended and ad- 
dressed a meeting. My remarks were 
entirely general, except in speaking 
of the American Sunday-school Union. 
I stated the fact of its consisting of five 
denominations of Christians, described 
the Union Question Book, and the man- 
ner in which the library books of the 
American Sunday-School Union are 
prepared, i. e. by a committee from the 
different denominations. The people 
and preachers seemed pleased and 
surprised at my statements. Some of 
them, however, remarked that they 
could not see how it was possible for 
the diiferent denominations to unite in 
the preparation of their books. Mr. 

said: suppose all the rest are in 

favour of publishing a book, and the 
Methodist objects? Then said I it is 
not published. ''What! the minority 
rule?" he exclaimed, with surprise. 
Another one remarked,in reply to some 
remarks about tlie American. Sunday- 
School Union's books not being sec- 
tanan: ** Some of the tracts are strong- 
ly sectarian," but tracts are not the 
Sfunda3'-School Union's publications, I 
replied. ** I thought they were all the 
same," was his answer. 

Since my visit at , Mr. 

who was present and heard my re- 
marks, has established a school in his 
society at this place. It is but just 
commenced. There will probably be 
20 scholars; there ought to be more 
than 100, i. e. there is more than that 
number who are of a proper age to at- 
tend. I was informed last evening by 

Dr. that several had threatened to 

punish their children if they went near 



the school. Mr. — s-— was at — ^.«. 
at the opening of the Sunday-school 
by — — . He had become so much 
discouraged on account of the opposi- 
tion he met with, that he told Mr. 
— — if he had not promised me, he 
would make tlie effort, he should not 
attempt it; but to his surprise, when 
he went to the place appointed, he 
found about 15 scholars, who seemed 
much interested, and resolved to come 

again. Mr. • was rejoiced at the 

sight, and dismissed his tears, and re- 
solved to go forward. May the Lord 
bless his labours. 



From the Western Luminary, (Lexing;tou, Ky,) 
SABBATH-SCaOOL DOlTATIOJr. 

The following note, inclosing JQ^SO for the 
benefit of Sabbath-fchoob in the West, was 
received by the editor on the 3d inst. 

July 3, 1830. 

With thankfulness to my God, I 
have noticed the recent effort in the 
Sabbath-school cause, by our Chris- 
tian brethren of the east. If the be- 
nevolent of Philadelphia and New 
York, feel thus for us — we of the 
west should be anxious to help our- 
selves. I may be called one of the 
poor^— but I can do something. I in- 
tend before the close of the two 
years, to give $100 to the American 
Sunday-School Union^and tlie in- 
closed jg20 is the first instalment. I 
do not say I will do this, if so many 
others will do the same, (for I intend 
with the help of the Lord, to do it in 
any case,) but I do now solicit others 
to aid; and to make an honest inquiry, 
** Is my talent buried, or am I employ- 
ing it? Am I to build, or may I stand 
idle? Had I better aid in instructing 
the rising generation, or huy another 
field?;' 

It is my design in the course of the 
two years, to go into different neigh- 
bourhoods, visit the families and or- 
ganize five Sabbath-schools; I will also 
persuade them to furnish the Schools 
with small libraries, or furnish them 
myself. 

And relying upon Him for aid, 
whose arm is strength, I will not mind 
how angry Satan may grow at Sab- 
bath-schools. 
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EFFBCTB OF HISSIOITART LJIBOUB. 

A correspondent of the Western 
Observer y a new and valuable paper 
published in Jacksonville, (lUin(»s,) 
states, that, in passing through Jef- 
ferson county in that State, lie had 
Ihe pleasure to observe some of the 
fruit which has grown out of the la- 
bours of an agent of the Ameiican 
Sunday- School Union. 

Perhaps about the second week in 
Februaiy, Mr. visited a settle- 
ment in that county, far from any 
town, and not vei^ compact. He con- 
versed with a few individuals, and on 
the Sabbath day, delivered an ad> 
dj-ess, and then left them meditating 
as to the expediency of an effort to 
organize a school. — Some time during 
the same week, a meeting was called 
and an association formed, and five 
dollars collected to furnish a library. 
No time was lost: the school com- 
menced on the next Sabbath, with 
about twenty-five scholars, and has 
continued to increase. Notwithstand- 
ing the sparseness of the population, 
the school now consists of from sixty- 
five to eighty scholars. Nor are spec- 
tacles wanting among them. — ^Tbey 
are of all ages from three years to 
three score and ten. No storm has 
been sufficient to interrupt its uniform 
prog^ss. In addition to the library 
of five dollars, they have in the school, 
one copy of the Sabbath-school Teach- 
ers' Magazhie. 



now THE WORK MUST BE DOITE 

The suggestions contained in the 
following exti-act from a letter to the 
editor, dated New York, July 9th, 
are presented to the reader for the 
purpose of showing him what is want- 
ed in the Mississippi Valley. It has 
been feared by western men, that our 
enterprise would fail for want of 
teachers. If, however, the opinion 
of some of our eastern friends is well- 
founded, we shall have ten thousand 
teachers there by the time they are 



wanted, who have been trained to the 
work, and who are willing to give 
two years of thehr lives to the accom- 
plishment of this plan. We trust they 
will be on the spot by the time their 
posts of duty can be designated. 

With a deep interest myself in the 
Sabbath -school enterprise, I cannot 
refrain from expressing a hope that all 
possible use will be msuie of agents on 
the spot, to plant and foster the schools. 
They may generally be formal, and 
with one experienced and intelligent 
travelling agent to look them up, and 
keep them up, they will do the largest 
part of the work gratuitously. It is 
alarming to see JS40,000 out of 870,000 
or g80,000 given for this benevolent 
enterprise, consumed in the support 
of a fleeting agency. If it must be, 
let it be; but 1 wouii try very hard, to 
place more of the donations m perma* 
nent libraries, than in the pockets of 
the workmen. It will be impossible 
to do this, I conceive,unless intelligent 
agents take a large district each, and 
make it a point to recruit aulhogenU 
in the different counties who are at 
home, and will labour for the Lord. 
I am persuaded that this course could 
be adopted throughout Ohio. I should 
be ashamed of my Christian friends 
there, if, when I came willingly among 
them on half pay, to give my whole 
time, the)^ would not give a small 
part of their time without pay. They 
will. Take almost any country, and 
the travelling agent can find te\i men 
in it. Christian men, who will under- 
take for their respective towns, to re- 
ceive, take charge of, and cherish the 
young school, and the interesting li- 
brary* The a^ent under pay, must be 
like a ministering angel, felt in a thou- 
sand places where he is not seen; this 
a business-man will know how to effect, 
better than many teachers. 



HEATUEIT lONOEANCE IN THE XIDST OF 
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS. 

Extract from a letter to the Editor, 
dated > District, S. C. June 



2td, 1830. 

I came to-day from • 



District, 



and on my road overtook a little boy 
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going to mill. I entered into conver- 
sation with bim, and discovered, that 
he lived in a settlement called —^ 
— , where there is a celebrated 

school under the care of a 

preacher. I asked him, Do yoii go 
to school? No. Do you go to Sunday- 
school? Sometimes. Why not always? 
Because I have no book; when I can 
borrow one, I gfo. Have you no bible? 
t read in the spellling-book, and we 
have to h\iy com and every thing. 
His mother is a poor widow, he told 
me. I asked him, how he spent his 
Sabbaths, whether his mother taught 
him his bible, or taught him to pray. 
He said, No. Do you know the Lord's 
prayer? No. Do you know who the 
Lord Jesus Christ is? No, I don't 
know about these things, I never 
learned. But don't you know who 
made you? No. Don't you know who 
God is, or any thing that he has done, 
who made the skies, &c? No. I had 
said to him, I suppose you may be 
eight or nine years old. O yes, he 
said, I am twelve or thirteen. But 
this boy had attended preaching often, 
and appeared to be a boy of some 
mind. It is said, that many are as 
irnorant It is lamentable. For nearly 
^irteen years human passions have 
been strong in his heart; outward 
temptations waylaid him; the adver- 
sary has, no doubt, plied his flattering 
arts; but not one religious truth has 
been known, or felt by him; up to 
this time he has been ignorant even 
of the existence of God, that first 
principle, by the knowledge of which 
man is really raised above the brute. 
Since I wrote this, it has been men- 
tioned to me by a clergyman, that he 
had known adults, as ignorant, and 
he appealed to one particular in- 
stance. 



CHRISTIAN LIBSBALITT OF TKELIKe. 

A late number of the Methodist pa- 
per published in Boston, contains the 
following remark. It indicates a feel- 
ing which, we wish, was more preva- 
lent in the Christian church. None 
can be more interested in its preva- 
lence than Sunday-school teachers. 



and perhaps the' Sunday-school room 
is one of the first and best places for 
its cultivation. 

<* We do not hesitate to say, that 
to our church, to its doctrines and dis- 
cipline, we feel warmly attached. And 
we as freely say, that we are desirous 
it should increase in numbers and in 
spirituaiity. And although we cherish 
this partiality, yet we rejoice in the 
prosperity of others. We never me- 
ditate upon the patient endurance, the 
unyielding firmness of purpose, and 
better than all, the heavenly-minded- 
ness of the Moravians, as exhibited in 
their missionary operations in North 
America — upon the early, successful, 
and untiring labours of the Gongrega- 
tionalists in Western India — upon the 
apostolic zeal, the unparalleled suf- 
ferings, and the glorious prospects of 
the Baptists in Burmah, sustained as 
they all have been by the prayers, the 
munificence, and the philanuropy of 
their friends at home— we never me- 
ditate upon these soul-stirring sub- 
iects wiUiout emotions of inexpresa- 
ble gratitude and joy, unspeakable 
thanksgiving and praise to Almighty 
God, and a heart impatient to bid 
them all God speed." 



DONATIONS received by the American Sun- 
day.sehool Union, from June 17th to July 
13th, 1830, inclusive. 

I. KIHISTEBS MBMBEBS FOR LIFE, 

By the paymerU of thirty dollars^ and 
upwards. 

Rev. JohnW. Chickering, Bolton, Mass., 

contribated by huiies of his society, SO 00 

Rev. Albert Barnes, pastor otibe First 
Pre&byterian Church Philadelphia, 
contribated by ladies of his Congre- 
gation, 30 00 

Rev. Robert Adair, pastor of Presby- 
terian Church, Wilmington,. Dels., 
contributed by members of his Cou- 
g^gation, per Rev. J. B. Adams, fur 
the Mississippi Valley fund, • 30 00 

II. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBSBS. 

By the payment of three dollars and 
upwards* 

Philip Nelson, Millwood, Va. 1830, 3 00 

Wm* Guild, Newport, R. I. do. 3 00 ' 
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III. DOKATIONB TO THE eBNSBAL irJfD. 

tR. V. Dewit, So. Duteb Ch. Albany, N. 

York, * 00 

tMr. MeElroy, do. do. do. 1 00 

tMw. C. G. Vesher, Greenbush, N. Y. 2 00 

tMr. Hugb Gadon, do. do. 1 00 

tMr. Wicks, do. do. 1 00 

tMrs. O. Pennyman, do. do. 2 00 

tFriend Humphrey, Baptist Ch. Albany, 5 oO 

tJ. A. Burk, do. do. 3 oO 

tElisha Riusel, First Pres. Ch. do. 5 00 

tJohn Woodworth, Ewj. do. do. 5 00 

tN. Fowler, do. do. 5 00 

tMiMCB Eights, do. do. 5 00 

tPetgr Boyd, do. do. 10 00 

tRobert Boyd, do. do. 2 00 

tHem-y L. Webb, Second Pres. Ch. AI. S 00 

tJoseph Alexander, do. do. 20 00 

tJames Goold, do. do. 5 00 

tB. F. Butler, do. do. 5 00 

fDr. T. Romeyn Beck, do. do. 3 00 

tJohn F. Baeon, do. do. 5 00 

tEphitiim Wilder, do. do. 5 00 

tHugh Humphrey, Third Pres. Ch. do. 5 00 

tRev. Wm. H. Williams, do. do. 10 00 

flsrael Williams, do. do. 1 00 

tColIection in Baptist Ch. Albany, 6 00 
Balance of Donations in Mr. Chandler*s 

Ch. N. L. 2 00 

ly. DOlffATIOirS TO THE TALLET OF THE 
UISSISSIFFI FUHD. 

Amount collected by a Sunday-school teacher 
of 3d Presbyterian Church Phila. ^3, James 
McAlphin, 100, fA Friend in Albany N. Y. 2, 
tA Friend do. do. 1, Rev. Joshua Leavitl^ New 
York, 5, J. J. Franks, do. 3, Rev. Benjamin 
Mortimer, do. l, T. D. Williams, do. 1, J. R. 
L.. do. 10, Jane A. Coates, do 3, F. W. do 1, 
Rev. J. V. Henry, do. SO, H. V. Garretson, do. 
30, E. S. Hilt, do. 5, A Sunday.«chool teacher, 
do. 2, Luther Jackson, do. 3, Elizabeth Rey- 
nolds, do. 25cts. C<dlection at the Meeting in 
Masonic Hall New York, 21st June, including 
10 from Mr. Williams of Manlins, and 50 from 
** A Mississippian" of Port Gibson, 236,05, Joel 
Post, New York, 50, John Wright Jun. 10, 
Cash, do. 10, B. Deming, do. 10, Mr. Turner, 
do. 2, F. Markoe, do. 3, Wm. P. Stewart, do. 
10, Mr. Hale, do. 5, Jonathan Steel, do. 10, G. 
W. Houghton, do. 10, Sundiy Individuals in 
Mulberry St. Baptist Church, N, Y. 3,12, A. 
D. Hassell New York, 2,50, George W. Piatt, 
do. 10, Daniel Cheshire, do. 5, John B. Halsted, 
do. 8. Robert Edwards, do. 10, R. Pegg, do. 10, 
N. C. Phitt, do. 2. WUliam D. Murphay do. 5, 
Robert Jaffray, do. 25, John Johnson, do. 100, 
J. Boorman, do. 50, David Andrews, do. 20, B. 
L. Swan, do. 20, Mrs. Kinlock Stewart, do. 15, 
John McGregor, do. 30, James Sehermerhom, 
do. 15, S. A. Halsey, do. 10, B. Palmer, do. 5, 
Mr. Pitton, do. 3, Sundry Individuals in Laight 
St. Church do. 14,56, Sundry Females in Wall 
St. Church, do. 20, James Lenox, do, 25, John 
Morrison, do. 10, M. B. Edgar^ do. 5, H. Coit, 



do. 10, J. M. Clark, do. 3, Ira Clisby, do 5, 
Samuel Boyd, do. 25, James Hammett, do. 5, 

A. Vausanderen, Brooklyn, L. I. 50. John Van- 
du^nne, do. 2, Benjamin Meeker, do. 1, John 
Stephens, Jun. do. 5, G. Furman, do. 5, John 
F. Hess, do. 1, M. S. do 1, J. How, do. 5, James 
Pennington, a coloured man, do. l, W. H. 
Yansinderen, do. 5. Sundry Individufds, do. 7, 
J. W. Mason, New York, do. 2, David Graham, 
Rev. A. Alexander, D. D. Princeton, N. J. 50, 
James R. Campbell, 5, Scholars of the Wheel- 
ing Va. S, S. per J- W. Edgarton, 2,50, J. G. 

B. 10, Elizabeth Holt, of 5th Pres. Ch. Phibu, 
5, A Young Fanale, do, 50cts, Rev Elias Har- 
rison, Alexandria, D. C. first payment, 35, fCol. 
Rieh«rd Yariek, N. Y. 500, fCoUeetion at a 
Public Meeting, do. 196, tJohn Borland, do. 25,- 
tG. P. Shipman, do, 20, tMr. Weeks, do. 10, 
tA. Friend, (J. R.) do. 50, JMiss Northrop, do. 
2. tW. C. Redfield, do. 15, tA Widow's Mite, 
2, tJ« A. Davenpoit, do. 25, tD. Sibley, do. 10, 
tE. L. Pai-sons, do. 7, tE. Goodwin, do. 50, A. 
Gift of C. J. S. a coloured wranan, do. 5, A. 
Friend of Sabbath.8chools, C. A. S. do. 1, Mrs. 
Guild, Phihu, 5, Frederick Stanley, 5, Eliza- 
beth Reynolds, 25cts., Lucius Hart, 2, W. Ly 
King, 5, W. Peters, Brooklyn 5, A Lady 1, 
Through Rev. Messrs. Welch and Beecher, 
agents, from J. D. Hurlbut, 5, S. S. Howland, 
25, Mrs. W. 4, Collection in Vandam.«treet 
Church, 21,74, John Watts 10, T. S. ClarkBon, 
5, M. C. St. John, 5, T. L. Chester, 5, Samuel 
Glover, 5, J. Little, 5, Mr. Wifanaiding, 5, 
Cash 10, do. 10, do. 5, J. F. Sbeafe, of Wall- 
street Church, 10, A Friend of do. 2, J. W. 
Moore, 3, Nt^ah Taylor, 25, Misses Mary and 
Haimah L. Murray, 20, Several Individuals in 
the Mun'ay-street Church, by Mr. James Don- 
aldson, 110, M. S. Whiting 1, G. Lathrop, 5, 
Charles E. Pierson, 10, H. Diamond, 5, Nathan 
Peck, 5, William Worran, 5, N. Caswell, 20, 
A Friend 2, Wilmot Williams, 5, A Lady, l, 
William W. Jackson, 2, Jeremiah Van Rensel- 
laer, 5, Sarah £. Austin, Brooklyn, 50, Nehe- 
miah Denton, do 20, Clement Davison, do. 3, 
Thomas Baylis, do. 2, Mai^ret Shannon, do. 
1,50, Mary Baylis, do. 1,25, Margaret Martin, 
do. 1, Sarah Roll, do. 1. From the congrega- 
tion in Mendham, N. J., being the amount of a 
collection on the 4th inst, by Rev. D. H. John- 
son, pastor, 20. 

V. DflSSIONART FUND, 

Initiatory Suhscr^tums to constitute 

the following JSodeties Auxiliary, 
Mount Mourin S. S Soc N. CaroUna, 3 00 
Elizabethtown, Ky. S. S. 3 00 

tLutheran S. S. U. Pa. 3 00 

Ray Co. Missouri, S. S. U. 3 00 

Huron Co. Ohio, S. S. U, 3 00 

Medina Co. Ohio, S. S. U. 3 00 

F«nryville Ky. S. S. 3 00 

t Per Rev. J. Mcllvaine, Agent* 
t Per Rev. F. Heyer, Agent. 
$ Per Moses Allen, Esq. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTICES OF 

We have been gratified by observ- 
ing many instances in which the late 
anniversary of American independence 
was noticed by Sunday-schools. tVe 
trust the subject will be remembered 
in due season next year, and that a 
more general and systematic effort 
will be made, to render such an ob- 
servance of the day as extensive as 
possible. 

That some public and general ex- 
pression of feeling, should mark eve- 
ly anniversary of our independence, 
seems to be desirable; but whether 
(in its present form) such an expres- 
sion of public feeling is desirable or 
not, it will take place; and every 
proper means should be used to im- 
prove it for public benefit; and if im- 
proved, as it easily may be, the re- 
membrance of it will be attended 
by untold and inconceivable blessings 
through many generations. 

The childi'en of the men and wo- 
men of the revolution, (for they were 
not separated in that day of darkness 
and suffering,) are now, many of 
them, in full life and can speak as 
American citizens respecting Ameri- 
can history; and though there is no- 
thing in one's country, birtli, or blood, 
that makes him better than the mean- 
est of his fellow beings, there is some- 
thing in the thought that a patriot's 
name may be dishonoured in the 
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THE FOURTH OF JULY, 1830. 
character and conduct of his children, 
which will exert a salutary influence 
upon them. For ourselves, we should 
esteem the titles and trappings of no- 
bility, but a miserable exchange for the 
honour and privilege of saying that 
there is mingled in our veins the blood 
of one of the earliest and firmest advo- 
cates of American independence, with 
the blood of one who is now carrying 
down to his grave a British musket-ball 
received in the struggle to achieve it. 
Every American child should be 
taught, among his earliest lessons, 
after the fear, love, and service of bis 
heavenly Father, the history of the 
Jlmerican resolution. His mind should 
be accustomed, in its earliest exer- 
cises, to the contemplation of the 
stem integ^ty, the unquenclmble 
love of freedom, the all-controlling 
religious influence, and the all-ab- 
sorbing religious feeling, which cha- 
racterized the first settlers of our 
happy land. He should know well 
what institutions they established, 
why and how they cherished them, 
and what tokens were given to them 
of God's approbation. He should be 
familiar with the principles of moral 
and political right, which were so 
nobly asserted and maintained, in the 
face of British policy and British pow- 
er. Every important circumstance 
preceding, attending, and following 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



258 Sunday School Notices of Fourth of July. September , 



the declaration of our independence, 
should be deeply impressed on his 
mind. He should know (as far as he 
can know) at what cost the liberty 
which he enjoys was secured; and 
when he traces in the history of tliose 
eventful times, the wonderful inter- 
position, protection and favour of 
God, he may learn to estimate, in 
some measure, the value of that in- 
struction which inculcates His fear 
and service on American children; 
as well as the worth of that patriotism 
and love of liberty which would cast 
off the restraints of religious obliga- 
tion, and cover with contempt the 
institutions of the Bible. 

With these views, we should advo- 
cate the universal assemblage of Sun- 
day-school children^ and all others who 
may choose to unite with them on the 
fourth of July next; and we suggest 
the plan thus early, that it may be 
considered before other arrangements 
are adopted. We would have them 
assemble in one or more places, in 
each town through the country, (or 
where it may be convenient, the 
schools of adjoining towns might 
unite,) with as little dress and parade 
as possible, imitating in every thing 
the simplicity and self-denial which it 
is one object of the ceremony to call 
to remembrance. When collected, 
let them sing some simple hymn of 
praise, adapted to the occasion: let 
the God of our fathers be worshipped, 
and his blessing implored, especially 
on American children; and then let 
them be told, in language so plain and 
child-like, that the youngest of their 
number may comprehend it, what 
distinguishes that day from all others 
in the history of our existence as a 
people. I,et them be told how we 
came here; why we speak English 



rather than French or Spanish ; what 
a colony is; why we were called 
colonies, &c. &c. Let the principles on 
which we contended with the mother- 
country, be explained and illustrated 
with great familiarity : for though they 
were so eloquently and so volumin- 
ously advocated and opposed by great 
and wise men, when the existence of 
a nation was pending, — ^they are so 
pl^n, that boys and g^rls can under- 
stand them, and if applied to their 
transactions with each other^ they 
would feel all their force. Then may be 
opened before them the field of revolu- 
tionary enterprise, heroism, and almost 
incredible endurance. They may fol- 
low the steps, and admire the wisdom, 
firmness, and integrity of the immor- 
tal Washington; and be taught to 
acknowledge, what seems to have 
been the deep and controlling convic- 
tion of his own mind, that God rules 
in the affairs of men, and ordera them 
all by the counsel of His own wiU; 
and that in His favour alone is there 
peace or safety, either for individuals 
or nations. After presenting to their 
minds a lively sketch of the reverses, 
successes, and personages of revolu- 
tionary times,* let them learn some- 
thing of the manner in which our 
government was established, what are 
its excellencies, and what are the 

• It would be difficult to find a 
more interesting work for children 
and young persons, than the lAfe of 
Washington, published a few months 
since by the American S. S. Union. 
It is written in a very lively and enter- 
taining manner, and presents such 
facts as will arrest the attention and 
interest the feeling^ of children. Am- 
ple testimony has been given to the 
correctness of the history, as well as 
to the happy manner in which it is 
prepared; and it has been already in- 
troduced into several common schools 
with great advantage. 
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means of preserving or destroying it; 
and what rights it confers, and what 
duties it imposes on them. Then 
should follow a few facts, showing the 
unparalleled and all but incredible 
prosperity of our country; with such 
considerations as the occasion would 
suggest, respecting the source of all 
our personal and public blessings, and 
our obligations, at the earliest period 
of our lives, to begin to love and 
serve Him who gives and preserves 
Kfe, and crowns us and our country 
with such signal loving kindness and 
tender mercy. 

We should be inclined to doubt 
the expediency of retiring to the 
groves for pastime, or the distribution 
of refreshments, though of the sim- 
plest nature. The necessity of these 
things will not be urged; and we are 
unwilling to admit then: expediency, 
80 long as there are means of attract- 
ing and interesting children, without 
regai'd to any childish fancy or appe- 
tite. If recreation is the object, let 
them have it; but spare even the in- 
direct admission, that the bodily appe- 
tites are entitled to any more consi- 
deration on the fourth of July, than 
on any other of the days of our pil- 
grimage. 

Now, what think you, reader: can- 
not your Sunday-school be collected 
on the next fourth of July, either by 
itself, or in conjunction witli some 
neighbouring school? — ^No matter of 
what denomination, — for we should 
have been in a sad state now, if the 
Presbyterians, or Methodists, or any 
other considerable body of citizens, 
had refused, fifty years since, to suffer, 
and bleed, and die with Episcopalians 
and Baptists. If the thing seems to you 
expedient, use your influence to have it 
settled now, that (unforeseen circum- 



stances excepted) the school with 
which you are connected, will thus 
commemorate the next anniversary of 
independence. 

There is one consideration which 
urges us to the general adoption of 
the plan now suggested, viz. that 
1831 is the fiftieth year of the existence 
of Sunday-schools, as a general system 
of instruction. We have mentioned, 
in a former number, the proposition of 
the poet Montgomery, to celebrate 
this interesting anniversary in some 
suitable manner, and by reference to 
our notice of tlie London Sunday- 
School Union report, in the present 
number, it will be seen what views 
are entertained there on the subject. 

As no particular day of the year 
seems to be exclusively appropriated, 
it is entirely proper that the day with 
which we associate so much that is 
interesting and important in our na- 
tional histoiy, should be employed 
for this purpose. The pupils, teachers, 
and friends of Sunday-scJiools, will do 
well on that day to call to remem- 
brance the origin of an institution, 
which, if properly cherished and im- 
proved, will do more to perpfetuate 
the civil and religious liberty of Ame- 
rican citizens, than any other institu- 
tion with which we are acquainted. 
If there is a day in the year 1831, 
which is to be devoted to the contem- 
plation of the history and propsects of 
our country, let it not pass without a 
vivid and grateful remembrance of an 
institution, tlie legitimate influence of 
which will secure to our country suc- 
cessive generations of enlightened, 
thinking, independent. Christian free- 
men. 

We subjoin one or two notices of 
the observance of the late anniversary, 
in the way we have recommended: — 
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SVVSAT-aCMOOL IV IKSIAKA. 

The first and most important Sun- 
day-School observance of the day of 
which we have had notice, was at In- 
dianapolis, (Ind.) The celebration 
took place on Saturday the 3d, and 
was attended by the managers, teach- 
ers, and scholars of Marion county. 

" The weather in the early part of 
the day beinf^ unfavourable, the com- 
pany assembled in tlie Methodist Meet- 
ing House, which was filled to over- 
flowing by the children and teachers 
of the Sunday. Schools, and a large 
concouree of citizens, male and female. 
It was estimated tliat there were at 
least 1209 persons present. The ex- 
ercises of the day were, Prayers by 
theBev. Messrs. Moreland and Hitt; 
reading the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence by Samuel Merrill, Esq.; ad- 
dresses by B. F. Morris and James M. 
]iay; with appropriate hymns and in- 
strumental music by an excellent band 
of musicians. After the several per- 
formances were through, refreshments 
were distributed to the whole compa- 
ny; and the weather having become 
favourable, a large procession was 
formed under the conduct of Mr. James 
Blake. Tiie proceedings of the day 
were characterized by the utmost pro- 
l>riety of conduct and harmony of feel- 
ing/* 

The addresses, on the occasion, have 
been published in a pamphlet form*— 
and we have transfered to our pages 
several paragraphs which, indepen- 
dently of their interesting and peculiar 
associations, will be found to present 
considerations of high importance. Let 
the reader beai* in mind, that this g^eat 
assembly was convened in a town 
which was laid out but nine years 
since, and that it has now become the 
seat of govemment of a most prosper- 
ous and enterprising State, containing 
upwards of 300,000 inhabitanU. A 
similar assembly was addressed the 
year previous by Jcanes Morrison^ Esq. 
Secretaiy of State. 



Our first extracts are from the ad- 
dress of the Hon. B. F. Morris. 

*' Among the many benevolent insti- 
tutions of the day, that have for their 
object the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of the human race, there is none 
BO eminently deservmg the attention 
and patronage of the friends of Amer- 
ican liberty, as our Sunday-Schools. 

'* In our own country, it is less than 
fifteen years since the system was first 
adopted, and it is computed that the 
teachers and scholars amount to at 
least 520,000. Two years ago the 
Maryland Union resolved to establish 
a Sabbath-School in every town, vil- 
lage and congregation in the state, 
where it was practicable. They have 
redeemed their pledge, and number 
18,000 scholars. Thousands have been 
reclaimed from the paths of vice, and 
taught to read, that otherwise would 
have grown up nuisances to society, 
and probably have terminated their 
career in a penitentiary or under the 
gallows. 

" When the soil is prepared, and the 
seed is sown and begins to spring up, 
the most important part of tlie work 
is done, and but little culture will of- 
ten produce an abundant harvest. Chil- 
dren may soon be taught to read in 
our Sunday-Schools, and by penising 
the books which are there placed with- 
in their reach, acquire a thirst, and 
evince an aptitude for the acquisition 
of knowledge, which, with moderate 
encouragement and ordinary exer- 
tions, may be subsequently improved 
into respectable attainments in litera- 
ture and science. And I have no doubt 
that hundreds and thousands will here- 
afler, from this source alone, attain 
the first rank of respectability and 
usefulness, that but for Sunday-Schools 
would have grown up in ighorance, 
perhaps in vice. 

<* Natural talent is confined to no 
rank or condition of life. With the 
means of education, the tenants of the 
humblest cabin in our western coun- 
try, are as likely to produce statesmen 
and philosophei*d, as the inhabitants of 
the proudest mansions, who have been 
born and reared in luxury and splen- 
dour; and are more hkely to furnish 
honest and capable politicians devoted 
to the cause of universal liberty. The 
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poor are the first and severest suffer- 
ers from the encroachments of des- 
potism^ and to their ranks we should 
look for the most able and vigilant de- 
fenders of the rights of the people. 

** AVhen the origin of Sunday-Schools 
is referred to, it is sometimes said that 
in the west we have no large manu- 
facturing establishments, where chil- 
dren are compelled to work diuly for 
their subsistence; and consequently 
Sunday-Schools are unnecessary. This 
objection 1 will answer by stating a 
single fact. In one neighbourhood in 
Uiis county, where considerable exer- 
tions were necessary to procure a 
weekly school of thirty scholars, a Sun- 
day-School was opened in the same 
place which numbered ninety. Here 
were two-lhirds of the rising genera- 
tion without the common means of 
instruction. 

**l have often said and believe, that 
taking together the whole mass of the 
adult population in this new country, 
they are more intelligent, better in- 
formed, and possess more enterprise 
and energy of character, than is to be 
found in any other portion of the Uni- 
ted States. But the various circum- 
stances attending the settlement of a 
new country, the difficulties to be en- 
countered, and the privations that must 
be endured before the wilderness is 
subdued, impose almost insuperable 
obstacles in the way of educating their 
children, and render the establishment 
of Sunday-Schools, wherever practica- 
lile, hfj^hly advantageous. 

But It is said that the course of in- 
stniction is religious, and you leai-n the 
children to read the Bible. And is it 
possible that any republican in princi- 
ple, either in this or any other quarter 
of the globe, will object to the Bible 
or its precepts as anti-republican? 
Turn over the sacred pages and show 
me a solitary precept, or monitoiy ex- 
ample, that is not purely and genu- 
inely republican. Look abroad over 
the earth, and do you not see that su- 
perstition and despotism are grinding 
into the dust those nations that are not 
irradiated by the light of Christianity ? 
And where do you find the people 
enjoying the greatest degree of civil 
liberty, but where this volume is most 
generally read, and its precepts roost 
generally taught? 



"When the history of the present 
state of the world informs me, that the 
general diffusion of the pure doctrines 
of the Gospel, is invariably accompa- 
nied by an improvement in the arts 
and sciences; an elevation of moral 
character; a refinement of manners, 
and above all an improvement in the 
civil and political condition of the peo- 
ple; — ^their persons and property ren- 
dered more secure, their rights better 
protected, justice more impartially ad- 
ministered, and the principles of civil 
liberty more generally recognized; I 
am totally unable to ^scover why the 
general diffusion of knowledge, and 
the inculcation of morality and virtue* 
should be considered dangerous to the 
rights of man. 

** The theor}' of our government is 
established on the principle that the 
people are the only rightful source of 
power. It is public sentiment, as ex- 
pressed at the polls, tliat gives char- 
acter and direction to every depart- 
ment of the government. It is the 
minds and the manners of the people, 
that fix our national character in the 
estimation of the world. Our laws de- 
fining and securing tlie rights of pro- 
perty, and for the punishment and pre- 
vention of crime, are but transcripts 
of public opinion, as expressed through 
the medium of the representatives of 
the people. If the poor do not re- 
ceive equal protection with the rich, — 
if the peaceable and quiet citizens are 
liable to disturbance from the riotous 
and turbulent, — ^if our persons and pro- 
perty are not protected from insult 
and aggression,— if vice and immoral- 
ity are suffered to sliow their unblush- 
ing front, and to stalk, unpunished, 
tlirough tlie land, where are we to look 
for tlie corrective ? It is to the virtue, 
the intelligence, and the integfrity of 
tlie people. 

" Our theory of government knows 
of no authority, no tribunal or censor- 
ship that is "to purge the errors of 
the times," and gfuard the constitution 
and laws, and protect the rights and 
liberties of the people, but the people 
themselves. It is only by a vigilant 
and conscientious discharge of duty in 
the exercise of the elective franchise, 
that our republican institutions can be 
rendered permanent When this fails, 
all is lost. 
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''But some object that we are 
blending religious sectarianism and 
pofitics. Do not misunderstand or mis- 
represent flie. When I speak of reli- 
gion or religious instruction, I allude 
to the general doctrines of the Bible; 
— ^to those general principles profess- 
ed and taught, as essential, by all pro- 
testant Chnstians who take the Bible 
as their rule of faith and practice. 
Our efforts should be directed to learn 
every individual to read, to place the 
Bible in their hands, and then, as to 
sectarian principles, let each one *' be 
fully persuaded in his own mind." 

** What I would wish to enforce is, 
that the general diffusion of the light 
of Christianity must precede, or at least 
go hand in hand with the general dis- 
semination of all other useful know- 
ledge, whetlier physical, political or 
moral — that the people in whose hands 
all power is vested, and by whose will 
the operations of the government are 
controlled, must be intelligent and 
virtuous to enable them to guard their 
rights with prudence and foresight; 
and that moral and religious sentiments 
constitute the strength and shield of 
the Republic. 

** However fashionable it may be in 
the present day, to scout the idea of 
any affinity between the principles 
of morality and religion, and the sci- 
ence of political government; yet it is 
an undeniable truth, that religious sen- 
timents and feelings are interwoven 
with the constitution of our nature, 
and that the purity of its principles 
determines not only the character of 
the people, but the form and spirit of 
the governmeiit. 

** Plutarch says that the great care 
of the ancient legislators of the repub- 
lics of Greece and Rome, was to in- 
spire men with a sense of iKe favour 
or displeasure of Heaven, and adds 
that " religion is the cement of civil 
union and the essential support of le- 
gislation.** 

"It is our duty, as parents and 
American Patriots, to diffuse, far and 
wide, the blessings of education; to 
put within the reach of tlie millions of 
American youths, the means of quali- 
fying themselves to fulfil the high des- 
tinies to which they are called by the 
institutions of our country, and to im- 
prove, perfect, and adorn the glorious 



£ibric that is rearing on the basb of 
American Independence. 

**In the language of one of the 
American Patriots, I charge you to 
• remember, that there can be no po- 
litical happiness without liberty, there 
can be no liberty without morality, and 
there can be no moraUty without reli- 
gion.' " 

James M. Rat, Esq,, remarked that 
'•the first attention of the parent and 
patriot is turned to those at his own 
fireside, the offspring of his affections. 
And here, let it be premised, that 
Sabbath-School operations are not in- 
tended to interfere with tlie sweet 
privilege and evident duty of guidmg 
the youthful germ in its unfolding, bv" 
the voice of the tender parent, which 
every chord of the infant heart is 
strung to answer. As auxiliary to 
this, and as its efficient substitute, 
where it is unhappily neglected, the 
Sabbath-School presents its humble 
claim. For while engaged at this de- 
lightful task, in the circle at home, 
you would be startled by the reflec- 
tion, that your children were constantly 
mingling with those who never heard 
of God, and whose example in impie- 
ty might entirely counteract your do- 
mestic efforts. You would then be 
induced to ask your neighbours to join 
you in teaching each other's children, 
that a healthful moral influence might 
pervade the youthful community. And 
to aid in this, to give a fit sanction to 
the study, and ensure a season of uni- 
versal release from conflicting engage- 
ments, tl\e Sabbath would commend 
itself, as a suitable occasion to lead the 
mind to know, and the heart to feel, 
the being, character, and claims of 
God. As to the subject of study, it 
would readily follow; that commen- 
cing with the usual elementary train- 
ing as to letters and spelling, the course 
would be to render every child con- 
versant with the word of God, as the 
standard of truth. This is the text- 
book of every behever in the land, and 
is of such vital importance, that all 
who build upon it would be expected 
to say. Scatter its precepts far and 
wide. Yet, af\cr introducing the Bible, 
as a further source of interest, and to 
draw attention to its pages, it would 
occur to add something of an attract- 
ing form of study, exhibiting scriptu- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1830. 



Address of James M. Ray^ Esq. 



265 



ml truth in practical life, in bio^ph- 
ical sketches and interesting incidents, 
and developing the stores of natural 
and religious histoiy. But here the 
barrenness of the current books of the 
day would present itself; for Tom 
Thumb and Jack the Giant-Killer 
would as little improve the lisper, as 
Tom Jones or Baron Munchausen tlie 
advanced scholar; and your efforts 
would be directed to the preparation 
of books combining utility, morality, 
and religion, of a liberal cast, to unite 
the Christian community in their adop. 
tion. In the prosecution of the ob- 
ject this has been effected, and a Sab- 
bath-School library may now be pro- 
cured of nearly 200 bound volumes, 
and many more unbound, which meet 
the acceptance of Christians gf all de- 
nominations. And to show the pains 
taken, that in this all things may be 
done well, not a word or sentence is 
published by the General Union, that, 
after careful scrutiny, has not received 
the deliberate and unanimous appro- 
bation of a committee of equal num- 
bers from at least four different de- 
nominations, each jealous of their res- 
pective tenets, who bestow their ardu- 
ous labour gratuitously, and would be 
the last to aid in advancing the separ- 
ate views or interests of any one de- 
nomination. These books form the 
principal portion of the libraries of the 
numerous Sabbath-Schools in opera- 
tion, as they do of those in this place; 
and as a stock of rational works, fitted 
for the pr<^table instruction of the 
youth of the land, they are before the 
public, whose candid examination, 
when more generally bestowed, will 
result in a liberal approval. 

•*But whether with or without this 
aid, having secured the benefit of a 
Sabbath-School for your own and your 
neighbour's children, warm with grat- 
itude, your interest in the young and 
your victory over selfishness increas- 
ing, your next and last step would be 
to extend these privileges to all around 
you, tendering your free services in 
organizing, or aiding to employ others: 
and here, my friends, you have the 
whole outline of Sabbath-School op- 
erations. And can there be a sight 
more pleasing to man, more accepta- 
ble to God, than neighbours engaged 
as a band of brothers, on a day blessed 



in its rest from the world's cares, in 
rearing these nurseries for heaven, 
laying aside all animosities and occa- 
sions of offence, mutual checks to 
each other as to the subject of study^ 
mutual aids to improvement and suc- 
cess. 

'* Christians unite in inviting all to 
circulate the Bible, and in calling the 
attention of the young to the study of 
its pa^es, laying out of view dispu- 
ted points; they unite in affording aid 
to the progress of Sabbath-Schools bv 
becoming auxiliaries or helps to each 
other for mutual improvement, and 
by the increase of the circulation of 
the books through the establishment 
of depositories, to reduce still further 
the prices; and it is called a union for 
unholy, for treasonable purposes. To 
this you would answer, that these as- 
sociations for mutual benefit have no 
necessary connexion with Sabbath- 
School operations, but that it is a mere 
matter of choice with each school, 
whether to become auxiliary to the 
American Union, to the Methodist 
Union, or to no Union at all; and ma- 
ny schools are in operation, to whom 
we bid a welcome, who are entirely 
independent of any such connexion. 
The funds subscribed for the books of 
all the schools are payable, by their 
constitutions, to their own trea8urer,and 
not to any agent or soeieti/, to be ex- 
pended only by an order from their 
own Directors, for such books as they 
may direct, which they are at full lib- 
erty to purchase at any store, or wher- 
ever they please, without any neces- 
sary reference to any Depository, Aux- 
iliaryship, or Union whatever. And 
the agents of the American Union are 
expressly directed to aid, if desired, 
in forming schools wholly unconnected 
with them, or even in assisting any 
denomination to form a school for 
themselves, so that in any way the 
young may become acquainted with 
the word of God. 

" Thus, as an advocate for Sabbath- 
Schools, you would resolve the ques- 
tion for each parent to this simple 
point : Jls you believe and love the Btole, 
will you join your neighbours in teach- 
ing it to each other^s children, and in 
asking GocTs blessing on the attempt? 
For this is all that is essential to a Sab- 
bath-SchooL Objections of any kind 
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to the mode of doin? this, adopted by 
others, form no dischargfe to you from 
this pbun duty. 

'* The voice from Mount Vernon of 
the patriot judge, the nephew of Gen- 
eral Washington, approving the Sab- 
bath-School cause, is scarcely stilled 
in the gp?ave. In undertaking an office 
of the American Sabbath-School Union 
he said in 1826: <<I can only promise 
to promote, as far as I can, the forma- 
tion of societies subordinate to the 
parent one, to aid in the ^eat work it 
aims to accomplish." His last com- 
munication closes thus: '*That Hea- 
ven may prosper tlie benevolent work 
in which the Sabbath-School Union is 
engaged, so honourable to them, and 
so beneficial to our country, and to 
those particularly who are the objects 
of theur solicitude, is the ardent prayer 
oftheir friend and well-wisher. Bush* 
rod Washington, " And will it be said 
that treason against our liberties, by a 
scheme to unite church and state, flows 
in such veins, that his voluntary agen- 
cy was proffered with mercenaty or 
sectarian views? You would expect 
not; but rather that it was thus prov- 
ed, that with the mantle of the great 
name he had inherited the spirit of the 
Father of his countiy, whose anxious 
admonition should yet live in our mem- 
ory, that ' of all the dispoations and 
habits which lead to political prosper- 
ity, religion and morality are indispen- 
ble supports.' 

<* And the living friends of the Sab- 
bath-School cause well deserve a ref- 
erence. ITie station of the lamented 
Washington is filled by Chief Justice 
Marshall, whose name is an host, and 
who signified his acceptance of the 
office in the following language: " No 
man estimates more highly than I do 
the real worth of your Society, or the 
intrinsic value of the objects it pursues. 
I am much, very much gratified at 
tlie success which has thus far attend- 
ed its philanthropic, meritorious, and 
well-directed labours. I hope, and 
believe, that the future will not form 
a contrast with the past." Associated 
with whom, as a Vice-President of 
the Union, is a name justly regarded 
as an ornament of the west, the Hon. 
John M'Lean. Such are its officers, 
tor bv the constitution nd dergyman 
can he either an officer or manager. 



And are these the men to be charged 
with ignorance of the prindplea and 
objects of the Society over which they 
preside^ or with combining for a speeu- 
uAion in children's books, for narrow 
scheming in sectarian projeetSf or reli- 
gioiuly to enslane the country? No 
patriot heart will answer in tJbe affir- 
mative. To these men, and we be- 
lieve to the friends of the Sabbath* 
School cause generally, in other mat- 
ters public confidence is extended; 
their testimony, even where life waa 
at issue, would be regarded; and 
when, with equal solemnity, they unite 
in saying that these charges are un- 
true, will further proof be demanded? 
Other institutions are Judged by those 
whom they elevate to posts of trust, 
and thus present to the world as pos- 
sessing their confidence, and this we 
ask — not to be condemned for the 
fantasies of even our visionarjr friends. 
** Indeed to talk about a political am- 
bition to enslave the country by pro- 
moting the universal education of the 
young, who leave these schools long 
before they come to political age, is 
worse than idle. Nor even while at 
Sabbath-School is a political sentiment 
taught them, nor can such a sentence 
be pointed out in their books. No; 
all IS light and liberty, fitting them to 
mingle with the world as freemen in- 
deed, to read and understand for them- 
selves, to be sober, and wise, their 
countiry's safety and its pride; although 
not suitable materials, it may be, tor 
designing demagogues, whose hopes 
rest on tgviorancf, prgudicCt and m- 
temperance.*' 

In Boston, the Baptist Sabbath- 
schools assembled in Rev. Dr. 
Sharp e's church, and were addressed 
in a plain and simple manner, upon 
the wrongs which our fathers suffered 
— ''the oppression and injustice of a 
monarchical government, and thev 
impoations of a nobility and privilq^ 
orders, contrasted with the rights and 
immunities of the free-bom Sabbath 
scholars of the United States." 

The children of the Sabbath- 
schools connected with the Boston 
Sabbath-School Union, to the amount 
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of two thousand, were also asaembledy 
and were addressed. An attempt 
was made to show the importance of 
early instruction. The speaker " told 
them an anecdote related by a phpi- 
dan m Philadelphia. He said that 
when the yellow fever prevailed there 
many years ago, and occasioned a 
dreadful mortality among those who 
were the victims of its ravages, there 
were some of a company of poor*| 
emigrants from Switzerland, who had 
not* spoken their native language since 
the days of eaply childhood. — ^But 
when they came to then- dying mo- 
ments, they repeated, in the language 
of their native hills and valleys, the 
prayers and hymns which a pious mo- 
ther had taught them to lisp in infancy. 
Thus, said Mr. Blagden, will many a 
Sabhath-school scholar, even when 
he thinks he has forgotten the lessons 
he once learned, perhaps in a dying 
hour, find rising in his memory the 
instructions he early received, and 
repeat the prayers and hymns learned 
in th^ Sabbath-school." 

At Brooklyn, N. Y., *Uhere was an 
exhibition of the Infant-school in the 
Presbyterian church, which was wit- 
nessed with delight by a large number 
of spectators. At Albany, as a part 
of the ceremonies of independence, 
upwards of thirteen hundred pupils of 
the Sunday-schools assembled, and 
marched through several streets to 
the Second Presbyterian Church, 
where appropriate exercises took 
place. At Catskill, seven hundred 
pupils of the Sunday-schools walked 
in procession. In the afternoon a new 
house erected for Infant-schools was 
opened." 

BIORLT iSTEBXSTIVe 8TATXXENT. 
For the Araerioui Sonday-Sehool Mftgazine. 
The Brandy wine, Del. Manufactu- 
VoL. Vli.— 34 



rers' Sunday-school was established in 
the autumn of the year 1816. The first 
idea of it was suggested by a weaver 
of the name of Dannels, an illiterate 
but pious man, who was well acquaint- 
ed with the mauner in which Sunday- 
schools are conducted in England. 
He offered to organize a Sabbath- 
school on the Brandywine for instruct- 
ing the children employed in the 
Manufactories. The owners of these 
establishments, aware of the utility of 
such an undertaking, immediately gave 
it all the encouragement in their pow- 
er. The school was commenced in 
the upper story of one of the cotton 
mills, in which place it waf continued 
for several months. Inrthe mean time 
a large and handsome house was built 
in a central sitimtion, to which the 
school was removed in the month of 
October, 18ir. 

In the winter of 1817, an act was 
passed in the legislature of the state, 
to incorporate the said school under ^ 
the name of ** The Brandywine Manu- 
facturers' Sunday-school, for the im- 
provement of children and adults of 
aU sects and denominations." 

Since that period the school has 
never been discontinued, and the ori- 
ginal plan having been strictly kept 
in view, the school has gradually risen 
to its present state of utility and im- 
portance. Besides regular tuition in 
reading and writing, cmldren of every 
denomination receive instruction in 
those principles of the Gospel about 
which all Christians agree. They 
learn the catechisms recommended 
by their parents or friends. Sectarian 
doctrines are carefully avoided, in or- 
der that nothing should be said or 
done to hurt the feelings of any one, 
while on the other hana charity is in- 
culcated in eveiy possible manner. 
By this plan union and Christian love 
are cherished, and all the children are 
taught to look upon the Scriptures, 
as the great and only source of reli- 
gious knowledge. 

A library has been established for 
the use of the pupils; the books are 
carefully selected by the Superinten- 
dent, principally from among the books 
published by the American Sunday- 
School Union. 

More than 200 children belong to 
the school, of these there are present 
every Sunday from 150 to 180. They 
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are divided in classes of ten, with a 
teacher to each. AH the teachers 
give their assistance gratis, except one 
who receives a salary of $30 per an- 
num: this person must always be pre- 
sent, and in case of the absence of any 
of the other teachers, supplies his 
place, or appoints a substitute. 

To secure a permanent support to 
the establishment, the principal manu- 
facturers have subjected their work- 
men to an annual tax of 25 cents on 
each single man, and of 50 cents 
on married men, which tax is deduct- 
ed from the wages, and paid to the 
treasurer of the school. Added to 
this, the school receives every year 
from the school fund of the state a 
contribution granted by the legisla- 
ture of the state of about ten cents 
per child. 

To secure the punctual attendance 
of the scholars the foUowmg method 
was adopted. Every thild who comes 
regularly during three months, (being 
absent not more than two Sundays, 
and thdsefrom unavoidable causes,) 
is entitled to a reward, provided his 
conduct is such as the teachers ap- 
prove of; should this not be the case, 
he forfeits his premium, and is admo- 
nished to behave better in future. 

The hours of tuition in the Brandy- 
wine Manufacturers' Sunday-school are 
from 8 o'clock in the morning till 
half past twelve. As many of the 
children who work all the week in 
the manufactories, hav eno chance of 
receiving any other instruction, it was 
judged proper, that the pupils should 
be taught writing: this is done prin- 
cipally upon slates. The oldest and 
more advanced scholars only are al- 
lowed to write upon paper. In many 
instances, children who have not been 
a single day to the usual schools, 
write a good' small hand, read fluent- 
ly, and have obtained a very good 
knowledge of the Scriptures, pas- 
sages of which they copy on the slate, 
as soon as they are sufficiently ad- 
vanced. Other children, whose pa- 
rents are willing and able to send 
them to day schools, have imbibed so 
great a desire of improvement at the 
Sunday-school, that they have been 
known to solicit their parents, to send 
them to the neighbouring day schools, 
evidently for the purpose of becom- 
ing fit to enter into a higher class at 



the Sunday-school. In consequence 
of this, many day schools have been 
established of late years in the vicini- 
ty, perhaps in gfreater number thah 
any where else. The attachment of 
the pupils to the school is remarkable, 
and truly g^tifying to their teachers. 
No weather is sufficiently bad to keep 
them at home: they attend as punc- 
tually on the coldest and most stormy 
winter days, as they do in fine wea- 
ther, and they are so anxious to ar- 
rive in time, that they have been 
known to set off without their break- 
fast in the dread of being too late. 
The neat appearance of the dress, and 
the deportment of the scholars are also 
extremely satisfatory? very little noise 
is heard, and it is suprising.to see so 
many children, most of whom are very 
young remain so quiet during four or 
five hours. The happy effects of this 
institution have been thus exemplifi- 
ed: Numbers of young persons of both 
sexes, now g^wn up, give testimony 
by their excellent conduct to tlie uti- 
lity of the instructions they have re- 
ceived. 

CHBIST CHUBCH SUUDAT-SCHOOL, BOS- 
TON. 

We have received a pamphlet of 24 
pages, 8vo. containing an abstract of 
the report of the superintendent of 
the Christ Church Sunday-school in 
the city of Boston, for the sixteenth 
year. The document is prepared with 
great precision and minuteness, though 
no more than should characterize eve- 
ry document of the same nature, where 
there is Sunday-school spirit enough 
to bear it. We admire the business 
character which marks all the pro- 
ceedings of this school, and we know 
of but one thing about it, which we 
should not be willing to have imitated 
by all its contemporaries; — ^it is too 
denominational. 

We have given below two or three 
paragraphs, which will be read with 
interest. 

JFVoOT ihe Report of School, JNb, 2. <a 
coloured school, taught by Females.) 
Soon after our laemoval to the vestry. 
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a boy, about seventeen years old, who 
had formerly been in the school, and 
had been dismissed for bad conduct, 
again applied for admission. We at 
first declined admitting bini, suppos- 
ing it impossible for females to ma- 
nage a disorderly boy of that age, par- 
ticularly as we had learned that he 
had been in the House of Correction, 
after being dismissed from the school. 
He, however, renewed his solicita- 
tions, requesting us only to try him, 
{)romising to conform to the regula- 
tions, and submit to the government 
of the school. We accordingly ad- 
nutted him on trial, and he faithfully 
kep^ his promise; and, by his exem- 
plary behaviour during four months' 
continuance in the school, gave evi- 
dence of a change, which nothing but 
the Holy Spirit could have effected. 
In a conversation with his teacher, 
who expressed her satisfaction at this 
change of conduct, he informed her, 
that during his former attendance in 
the school, he had received several 
books, which at that time he consider- 
ed of no value. Soon after, he went 
to sea; where, being removed from 
bad company, and having none of his 
former amusements to interest him, he 
providentially turned to the books 
which had been given him, and found 
in them that instruction, which had 
been tlie means, through the Divine 
blessing, of producing in him the 
change of conduct she had perceived. 
During his voyage, he encountered a 
terrific storm; when, seeing death be- 
fore him, he thought of the instruc- 
tions of the Sunday-school, which he 
had neglected; and he determined, if 
God spared his life to return, which he 
would seek that instruction, to more 
profit, and lead a better life. After 
his return to the school, he desired 
to be baptized; but it was thought 
desirable he should be further instruct- 
ed, previously- to receiving the holy 
sacrament; and before it was deemed 
advisable to admit him to baptism, he 
was obliged, on account of his indi- 
gent circumstances, to take another 
voyage to sea. Before he sailed, he 
called upon the Superintendent and 
his teachers, thanked them for their 
kindness and attention to him, and 
wished them to supply him with a 
Bible and Prayer Book, and instruct 



him in the use of the latter. He 
hoped to be permitted to return and 
attend school again. This boy has no 
recollection of his parents, and has 
been supported by charity from his in- 
fancy. He cannot tell his own age ; but 
is supposed to be about 17 years old. 
FmUs to the ParerUa of the Scholars, 

The number of visits to the parents, 
reported at our teachers' meeting, 
during the past year, has been two 
thousand six hundred and thirteen,' by 
twenty-eight teachers.* Of these, the 
acting superintendent of schools Nos. 
3 and 4^ have each made over five 
hundred; and five other teachers from 
100 to 150 each. These visits, we 
are persuaded, are of g^eat benefit to 
the schools; and but one or two soli- 
tary cases have occurred, in which 
the parents were not gratified by 
them, and desirous to have them re- 
peated. 

We regret that the object of visit- 
ing the parents of the scholars does 
not seem to be rightly understood by 
some of our teachers; who, in conse- 
quence of their erroneous ideas on 
the subject, visit the parents of their 
scholars much less frequently than 
they ought. Six of our present teach- 
ers have never reported any visits; 
and one has reported but 10 during 
the year. In the opinion of the Supe- 
rintendent, the duty of a teacher to 
visit the parents of his scholars often, 
is one of the highest importance. It 
is never to be forgotten, that Sunday- 
school instruction is to be given in aid 
of that of the parents, and never as a 
substitute for it. Now, taking this 
view of the subject, is it not of vast im- 
portance that a teacher should be in- 
timately acquainted with the parents 
of his scholars, in order that he may 
know their views and feelings, and 
consult with them as to the best 
means of effecting the object both 
have in view? And how can he be- 
come thus intimately acquainted with 
them, unless he visits them frequent- 
ly? He should not, indeed, intrude 
himself too oflen^ and never at unsea- 
sonable hours; but if his visits are pro- 
perly conducted, and well tinted^ they 

• Nearly three visits a week, eacfi, 
if averaged. 
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cannot fail of being accq)table and 
useful. 

Some teachers deem it unnecessary 
to visit the parents of their scholars, 
unless they have a complaint to make, 
of misconduct, inattention to lessons, 
absence, or something of that kind. 
No wonder that such teachers often 
find their vi»ts uninteresting. Parents 
are not generally fond of hearing com- 
plaints against their children; and if a 
teacher never calls on any other mis- 
sion, it is not surprising if he some- 
times finds his presence unwelcome. 
Let him go with such tidings as sel- 
dom ad possible; and endeavour i-a- 
ther to visit when he can give a fifood 
account of the children. Then, should 
it become necessary to enter a com- 
plaint, it will be much more likely to 
be listened to, and the prospect of 
remedying the evil will be much 
greater. And this course will not 
only be advisable, where the feeling^ 
of the parents only are concerned, but 
it will render the scholar much bet* 
ter satisfied with his teacher, and in- 
crease his sorrow wl»en he offends 
him. Admonition will tl^n have much 
greater weight, and the hope of pre- 
venting a repetition of the offence, 
be propoilionably increased. 

Ttaeho^s* Meetings, 

At OUT meetings for business, the 
teachers are expected to make writ- 
ten reports, of their visits to the pa- 
rents of their scholars^ tlie state of 
their respective classes, and such other 
matters as they may think useful. 
These reports are generally interest- 
ing; often veiy much so; and serve to 
encourage us in our exertions, and 
show us that our labours are not in 
vain. 

These meetings are thus conduct- 
ed:— they are commenced witli sing- 
ing, praters, and reading a portion of 
the Scriptures, by the Rector. The 
records of the preceding meeting are 
then read, and the teachers are called 
ufjon, individually, for tlieir reports of 
visits, &c. These reports are read 
by the Superintendent, as presented; 
or, if the report is verbal, it is given 
by the teacher. Conversation then 
ensues, suggestions ai*e made for the 
benefit of the schools, intelligence is 



communicated, and when new regu- 
lations are adopted by the Superinten- 
dent, they are then made known to 
the teachers for their gfuidance. After 
this, the Rector or Superintendent 
reads from some Sunday-school pub- 
lication, or some work calculated to 
interest and instruct us in our duty. 
The Rector then closes with another 
portion of Scripture, singing, and 
prayers. 

The meetings are well attended, 
and we hope are profitable. They 
are important in another point of 
view. They furnish the only oppor- 
tunity we possess for a general inter- 
change of opinions on the various sub- 
jects which engage our attention in 
school; and they give the Rector and 
the Superintendent an opportunity -of 
explaining to all, their views and 
wishes on any particular subject to 
which tliey desire to call their atten- 
tion. But far more important than 
all, they enable the Rector and the 
Superintendent to become intimately 
acquainted with the state of tlie 
schools, the habits and dispositions of 
the scholars, the characters of their 
parents, and the opinions of the teach- 
ers. The knowledge which is thus 
obtained by the Rector and the Super- 
intendent, is invaluable, and can be 
acquired in no other way. It is not 
presumption in the Stiperintendent to 
say, that for the last eight or ten 
years, he has been intimately ac- 
quainted with the habits, dispositions, 
and conduct, of almost every scho- 
lar who has been in the schools du- 
ring that time; their conduct at home 
and abroad; the characters and dispo- 
sitions of their parents, &c.; so tnat 
he has generally been able to judge 
very correctly respecting the particu- 
lar course of conduct to be pursued 
towards each individual at any parti- 
cular time. He has likewise been in- 
timately acquainted with the di^osd- 
tions and qualifications of every teach- 
er who has during that time been 
connected with the schools, so that 
he has always been able to place them 
in that station for which they were 
best qualified. And the greater part 
of this knowledge has been obtained 
by him at the teachers* meetings, and 
could probably have been procured 
so well in no other way. 
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AJXWOASt BSPOftT 

Of the (London) Sunday School IMon^ 
for the year ending May 1, 1830. 

Our infonnation respecting the ac- 
tual progpresa of religious juvenile in- 
stniction in Great Britain is not much 
increased by this document. We know 
so little of their plan of proceedings, 
that every attempt to judge of the ac- 
tual results of the operations of a given 
year from an annual report is quite 
unsuccessful. A few independent fkcts 
are given below which possess consi- 
derable interest, and whenever we can 
obtain a tolerable sketch of what was 
done and said at the Anniversary in 
London, we shall furnish our readers 
with it. 

Germany. — The Rev. C G. Barth, 
of Wurtemburg, informs your commit- 
tee, that in that country the children 
are compelled to go to school, and in 
case of refusal the police can enforce 
their attendance. Besides a day-school 
there is, in every village, a Sunday 
school, both under the inspection of 
the parish priest. All the children 
are likewise required to attend a week- 
ly catechetical exercise in the church. 

Medtterranean,--The Rev. S. Wil- 
son, of Malta, who has recently ar- 
rived in England, reports that the 
number of children m his Sunday 
school, for the last five years, has 
averaged about thhty. The scholars 
have been chiefly English ; but among 
them, generally, tliere have been 
some Greeks, Jews, or Maltese. Mr. 
Wilson has published, in the modern 
Greek language, some Remarks on the 
Establishment of Sunday Schools in 
Greece, a Memoir of Raikes, and a 
Spelling-book; also the History of 
Marten and his scholar, and Susan 
Green, the Sunday Scholar, with a 
view to bring the subject of Sunday 
schools before the Greeks, and to pre- 
pare the way for their establishment. 

South Africa,"^Kt Bethelsdorp, the 
adult Sunday school contains 5SS scho- 
lars, and the London Missionaries 
state, that at the annual examination 
of the Sunday scholarly, at Graham's 



Town, it w«3i pleasing to see the Hot- 
tentot children competing with the 
English for the prize. 

United States of Jmerita, — The 
committee congratulate you that we 
are, this day, favoured with the pre ; 
sence of a representative of the Anie- 
rican Sunday School Union, the Rev. 
Dr. Milnor, who has been long known 
as the devoted friend of Sunday schoc^ 
and religious education: to him they 
refer you for the most recent informa- 
tion. While the same institutions are 
flourishing in England and America, 
both countries seem more closely 
united together: we are brethren, and 
let our only rivalry be to provoke one 
another to love and good works. 

The report of Home Proceedings is 
chiefly made up of the doings of the 
missionary who had been employed 
during the year to travel tlirough the 
country, and establish societies and 
schools after the manner of our mis- 
sionaries. The results of the faithful 
canvassing of several towns and vil- 
lages, has been extraordinary indeed, 
and show most conclusively, how much 
the system of instruction might be ex- 
tended, if proper efforts were made to 
bring children within its influence. 
Females have been found indefatiga- 
ble ill their exertions in this behalf ; 
and in one instance, forty of them un- 
dertook to canvass a manufacturing 
village, containing (according to the 
best authority we have) not more than ^ 
17,000 inhabitants, and they discover- 
ed nearly 1000 children who attended 
no school, 760 of whom were glad to 
receive more or less articles of dress, 
to enable them to attend school during 
the last severe winter. At the same 
time and by the same labour, many 
distressed farpilies were discovered 
and relieved, and many of the desti- 
tute supplied with the scriptures. 
How much such labour is needed, and 
how gratifying would be the results. 
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ifthorougfaly and judlcioasly bestowed 11 should haidly dare trust otirselves to 
in our larg^ and populous places, we || describe. 



ThtfoUowing u a summary of the returns of Sunday Schoob : 

SchooU, Teadier*. 

Four London Auxiliaries 485 6,141 

Great Britain 6,600 73,612 



In addition to the above may be mentioned, 
although not in conneson with the Sun- 
day-School Union: 
The SundajT-School Sodety for Ireland 
The Hibernian Society's Sunday-schools 



2,418 
392 



The Total of the above is ..... . 9,895 

Last year the numbers were 9,328 



Increase . 



Scholars, 

65,485 
739,971 



7,085 79,753 805,455 



17,994 196,396 
17^841 

97,747 1,019,693 
89,445 979,093 



567 8,302 40,600 



'The- Annual Sermon to Sunday- 
school teachers was preached by the 
Rev. Dr. Bennet, to a numerous au- 
ditory. 

On the subject of a Sunday-school 
jubilee, the Report says^ — 

The attention of the public has 
been called to the subject of a Sunday- 
school jubilee, by ^Ir. J. Montgomery, 
the poet, and the ardent friend of Sun- 
• day-schools. Upon the importance of 
availing ourselves of the fiitieth anni- 
versary of the establishment of Sunday- 
schools, to give an impulse to the cause 
throughout the country, your Com- 
mittee are persuaded there can be 
but one opinion. They are ^ot pre- 
pared with any specific plan to recom- 
mend to their friends; but they trust 
each of the Unions will, in some pub- 
lic way, mark this period, which de- 
serves to be recorded in our national 
history, as the commencement of those 
great institutions which are ornaments 
to our country, and benefactors to the 
world. Sunday-schools were instituted 
at the end of 1781, or the beginning 
of 1782. If it were thought desii-able 
to fix any one day, Wednesday, the 
14th of September, 1831, the birth- 
day of Raikes, would probably be the 
most suitable; but as there are great 
difficulties in determining on any par- 
ticular day that would be generally 
convenient throughout the country, 
your Committee would suggest tliat 
tlie most suitable day, about that 



period, might be observed as a Sun* 
day-school jubilee; and they have 
agreed to request Mr. Montgomery to 
favour them with some hymns suitable 
for this interesting occasion. 

On the subject of notidng in thia 
country the Anniversary of the insti- 
tution of Sunday Schools, some sug- 
gestions will be found in the first, arti- 
cle of this number. 

THE SUITDAT-SCHOOL, A BOKD OP ViriOir. 

For the American Sunday Sdiool Magazioe. 

Spending a Sabbath, last summer, 

in the beautiful town of B in New 

York, I was requested to devote the 
afternoon to a Sabbath-school, in the 
adjacent village of B R As- 
lant two miles. While walking thi- 
ther with my companion, he gave a 
short sketch of the state of religion in 
the little place to which we were 
bound. There had been, be said, 
several attempts made to sustain the 
worship of God, in that village; and, 
at one time the inhabitants had gone 
so far as to raise and enclose a 
church edifice. But the people were 
divided; they could not ag^e suffi- 
ciently to call a pastor. One faithful 
servant of Christ after another, of dif- 
ferent denominations, had laboured 
awhile, and retired wearied and dis- 
couraged. At this time the church 
edifice was shut up, in an unfinished 
state, and in consequence of neglect. 
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was hastening^ to decay. As we drew 
near the village, 1 was much struck 
with the contrast existing around us. 
The sun shone out pleasantly, and the 
hills, and yaUey8,and fields, in the 
words of the Palmist, were rejoicing 
on every side; but he for whom they 
were made, was ingloriously silent. 
On entering the Sabbath«schoo], which 
was held in the public sj^hool house, I 
was surprised and delighted. The buil- 
ding was filled with children, belong- 
ing to parents of every denomination, 
found in the place; and among them 
were the parents themselves, appa^ 
rently engaged and deeply attentive. 
After a suitable time^was given to the 
instruction of the children, an inte- 
resting, and I trust, profitable sea- 
son was enjoyed of prayer and praise. 
Here was a work, m which all could 
enj^age, and a spot where all could 
unite. And while God's temple was 
shut up, and no minister of mercy 
spidce in his sanctuary; the hymn of 
praise and the prayer of faith went 
up from the Sabbatti-school. By the 
labours of a few humble followers of 
the Redeemer, this school had been 
long sustained in a place where no 
other means of grace were enjoyed; 
a green spot flourishing in the desert 
Surely, thoughtl, as I returned at twi- 
light to my inn, the Sabbath-school is 
a bond of Christian Union. T. 

. We take the following from a Re- 
ligious Journal at New-Haven, (Ct) 

The Cotton Factory at Humphrey- 
ville. Conn., (a village about ten miles 
north-westward from New-Haven,) has 
been in operation about eight years. 
There are now in the immediate em- 
ploy of the proprietors, fourteen fa- 
milies, without counting the many 
boarding houses on the premises. And 
attached to the Cotton Factory, are 
12 men, 5 boys and 55 females, of 
the age of from about 14 to 25 years, 
and upwards. 

It may be deemed interesting to 
state, that either one or both, of the 
united heads of eleven of the families, 
are members of the Congregational, 
the Episcopal, the Methodist, or the 
Baptist churches. Of the 55 females, 
30' are also members of the same 
churches. A large proportion of the 



remainder are seriously and religious- 
ly inclined, and every indhidueU sus- 
tains a good, fair, upright, moral cha- 
racter. 

If we take a survey of several fa« 
milies who keep boanding houses for 
the females of tne fiictory at some dis- 
tance from the premises, we shall find 
them precisely of the same religious 
and moral character. 

In and around the cotton factoiy, 
good morals and good order always 
prevail. The use of ardent n>irit8 ia 
not permitted and not desirea. The 
different refig^ous sects are, in ge- 
neral, in entire harmony: they all feel 
that in this respect, they are on a per- 
fect and exact equality, and each one 
perceives that it is a duty enjoined 
by Providence, to cherish and solace 
each other, rather than to endeavour 
to pull down and destroy. 

Of the fifty.five females, almost or 
quite every one, possesses a good 
common English education. They 
are the daughters of reputable ftr- 
mers and mechanics, and many of 
them have considerable attainments. 
It has been a matter of frequent oc- 
currence, and practised for years past, 
for school committees in the adjacent 
towns, to apply to and obtain from 
this factoiT, expert females to instruct 
their district schools. 

It is not intended here to go into 
an exulting comparison o£ the above 
institution, with those of a similiar 
kind on the other side of the Atlantic, 
where rags and lighting ignorance 
and misery, predominate. But wi^ 
these facts before us relating to the 
small establishment at Humphreys- 
viUe, (none of which are in the least 
coloured,) it cannot be deemed im- 
modest to venture the assertion, that 
there is not probably in New England, 
nor consequentiy any where else, a 
community of the same size, which 
sustains a more respectable standing 
among mankind, or is more deserving 
of the esteem and approbation of So- 
ciety. Nor would it be surprising, if ' 
with such a moral force as this, with 
discreet management and the blessing 
of Providence, an establishment for 
domestic manufactures, could be car- 
ried throueh even severer shocks, 
than any that have occurred within 
the last year and a half. 
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It tody not be considered improper 
to add, that in this small village, there 
are three churches for different de- 
nominations of Christians, in each of 
which relinous worship is regnlarly 
maintained. There are three Sunday- 
schools, one or two large Bible class- 
es; iJso music schoob, during the 
winter months. All of which are in 
a greater or less degree, aided and 
supported by the inmates of the cot- 
ton fiietoiy, and the other adjoinrog 

mills. RiCHABD. 



REVIEWS. 

MIUCAir's HISTOKT Ot TKS JBW8. 
The Hutory of the Jews, from the earliest pe- 
riod to the present time. By Rer. H. H. 
l^Gbiuui. With roape and engraringB in 
three Tolmnes, (Stereotpye Edition.) New- 
York, 1830. 

This work bears, on the cover, the 
veiy impoong title, "JFVunt/y Library.'' 
A complete history of the Jews is an 
exceedingly desirable work, and one 
which the Jtmerican Sunday-school 
Union has made many efforts to pro- 
cure in a fcHTO suitable for general 
use, especially in Bible classes and Sun- 
day-schools. The name of the author 
of these volumes, as a man of learn- 
ing and a poet, is not without much 
weight. Among the publishers are 
some whose discrimination has been 
reputably indicated in the character 
of their publications. Some of the 
most Kspectable newspapers in the 
countiy, bave given their unqualified 
commendation to the work, and some 
of them think, that its highest attrac- 
tions are for the Christian. 

All the circumstances, we have just 
enumerated, combine to bring Mil- 
man's l£story of the Jews into fami- 
lies 9xA Sunday ^hoobf and we feel 
bound, therefore, to put our readers 
upon their guard. This we shall do 
without any observations of our own, 
simply transferring to oar columns, a 
part of the remarks which the pub- 



lication has drawn from the CAriitian 
Obeerver, a well-known English pe- 
riodical. 

The reviewer thinks a mngle &ct 
sufficient to settle the character of 
this book, viz : *' The work in question 
is triumphantly displayed in the win- 
dows of Curlisk, by the side of Paine's 
Age of Reason, and «milar produc- 
tions* M'hen a work reaches that de- 
gradation, we cease to think it re- 
quiute to review it." 

" But with all the faults of Mr. Mil- 
man's book, the censure upon it, how- 
ever severe, ought, in order to be just, 
to be discriminating. We cannot bring 
our minds to think him an infidel, or 
a wiUii^ abettor of infidels; and Car- 
lile's 'tratemal hug* is a gratuitous 
insult, which entitles him to S3rmpathy, 
rather than indig^tion. The convict- 
ed blasphemer rejoices if he can any 
where collect a stray shred from any 
decent man's garment to patch the 
leprous tatters of brutal infidelity; and 
to pillage an Oxford professor must 
be doubly glorious. Mr. Milman is 
wronged by this base appropriation: 
he strayed upon the borders of the 
hostile camp; but we would trust un- 
wittingly, not intending really to en- 
list himself in the ranks of the enemy. 
Between his purpose and its result 
we consider it but justice to make 
this distinction. To say nothing of 
higher motives, it seems not likely 
that a clergyman in Professor Mil- 
man's station, would have alienated 
his fiiends, offended the public, and 
impeded his prospects in life, by the 
publication of such a work, if he had 
himself fully discerned the tendencies 
of his own system. He probably intend- 
ed to write alight and entertaining Ins- 
toty, and imagined that the Jewidi his- 
tory might be so treated: that his book 
would be so dangerous and exception- 
able as it is, was no part of his calcula- 
tions. At the same time, could any man 
whose views of divine revelation are 
what they ought to be, have written 
such a book? He has made the enemies 
of God to blapheme; he has made the 
hearts of the righteous sad; and he 
owes it to hunself, to the university 
of Oxford, to the world, and to his 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1830. BevieW'^Encouragements to RdigxouB Effort 



27S 



God, to make his apology as public 
as his offence/' 

" We attribute to the author a great 
want of judgment, an absence of all 
clear views, a heart not quite destitute 
of vanity, an imagination wild with 
poetic fancies, and a mind bewildered 
m the mazes of some of the worst and 
most dangerous writers of Germany, 
whose works he has studied without 
the energy and acuteness which are 
requisite to extract the good from the 
evil of their daring lucubrations. Per- 
haps he has thought that the more he 
could bring the wisdom of God to a 
level with the wisdom of man, the 
more acceptable this history of the 
Jews would become, and undoilbted- 
\y he has very low an4 heterodox 
views of the inspiration of the word 
of God." 

ekcoubagxhsnts to rxliglous 
effort: 
A Sermon delivered at the request of the Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Union, May 25, 1830. 
By Francis fVayland, Jr. President of 
Brown UniverBtty. Published at the request 
of the Board of Managers of the American 
Sunday-School Union, pp. 38. With an 
Appenidix, containing an account alt the 
various proceedings consequent on the 
resolution of the Society, to supply the 
Valley of the Mississippi with Sunday- 
schools, pp. 32« 

We heard this sermon, by Dr. 
Wayland, and though there was little 
in it about the particular system of 
instruction which the occasion and 
circumstances seemed to present to 
view, there was much to excite many 
good desires and purposes. Such an 
effect was needed then, and perhaps 
a more particular discussion of the 
general subject of Sunday-schools 
would have been less interesting and 
profitable. 

Dr. WayUmd selected for his sub- 
ject a passage from the Lord's prayer 
— "Thy kiitgbom come;" and he 
proves, by a variety of illustrations, 
hoi^ the means and instruments By 
which great chang'es have been ef- 
fected in the circumstances and rela- 

VoL. VII.— 35 



tions of society, are still to be em- 
ployed to build up and extend the 
kingdom of the Redeemer. The 
preacher shows, we think, with un- 
common perspicuity and ^ force, that 
there are now in operation, physical 
and moral causes, which are working 
mighty revolutions in the state of 
society, especially in this country; 
and that we have encouragement to 
believe, that all the agencies which 
exist, for controlling human purposes 
and directing human efforts, may be 
employed (witli God's blessing) for 
the universal ^promulgation of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, 

The consequences which will fol- 
low the neglect or abuse of these 
means, are strikingly represented. 

** In no case does God array him- 
self- in more avenging majesty, than 
when he resents the misimprovement 
of unusual blessings, or the neglect 
of signal opportunities for usefulness. 
* Curse ye Meroz,' saith the angel of 
the Lord, • Curse ye bitterly, the in- 
habitants thereof^— because they came 
not to the help of the Lord, to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty.* 
' And when Jesus was come near, he 
beheld the city (Jerusalem,) and wept 
over it, saying, If thou kadst known, 
even thou, 9X least in this thy day, 
the things which belong to thy peace 
— but now they are hidden from thine 
gyes— -for the days come in which 
thine enemies shall lay thee even with 
the ground, and thy children within 
thee, and shall not leave thee one 
stone upon another, because thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitU' 
tion.' 

" The spirit of these warnings, ap- 
plies with emphatic force to the 
church at the present day. With re- 
gard to society at large, it is evident 
that the changes which have com- 
menced, must cither result in the 
universal diffusion of the principles of 
religious knowledge and civil liberty, 
or in the establishment of a more firm- 
ly riveted system of slavery, than the 
world hath yet beheld. The philO'* 
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•ophy of Chrifltianity is now generally 
well understood. Her poinU of con- 
tact with the human heart, are dis- 
covered. So far as human sagacity 
can discover it, the secret of her great 
strenc^ >* revealed. Her enemies 
are rallying, and mean to regain the 
ground, which they lost at the Re- 
formation. Their resources are im- 
mense, and their wisdom has been 
gained in that best of all schools, the 
school of reverses. Combining all their 
forces, and, with skill worthy of a 
better cause, adapting their weapons 
to the present state of society, they 
are preparing for one mighty, one 
universal onset. Christianity cannot 
long maintain her present position. 
De&y will be defeat. She must in- 
stantly seize the vantage g^und, and 
march onward, universally triumphant, 
or be driven again for agfes to the 
dens and caves of the earth. Which 
shall she do? This question, it re- 
mains for the men of the present ge- 
neration to answer. 

••The period within which this 
question must be decided, may, in 
other countries, be prolonged; not so, 
however, in this country. Other go- 
vernments may be kept stable amid 
political commotion, by balancing the 
interests and passions of one class of 
the community agpiinst those of ano- 
ther. With us, there is but one class 
-»the people. Hence, our institutions 
can only be supported while the peo- 
ple are restrained by moral principle. 
We have provided no checks to the 
turbulence of passion : we have raised 
no barriers against the encroachments 
of a tyrannical majority. Hence, the 
very forms which we so much admire, 
are at any moment liable to become 
an intolerable nuisance, the instru- 
ments of ultimate and reme^less op- 
pression. Now, I do not know that 
fiiatory furnishes us with reason to 
believe that man can be brought un- 
der subjection to moral government, 
in any other way than by the incul- 
cation of principles, such as are de- 
livered in the New Testament." pp. 
25, 26. 

"You see, then, that unless pre- 
vented by the diffusion of religious 
principle, the wreck of our civil li- 
berties is inevitable. Btit in the pre- 
sent state of society, civil and reli- 



gious liberty must perish together. 
Then must ensue ages of darkness, 
more appalling than aught which this 
world in the gloomiest periods of her 
history hath yet recorded. What form 
of misery will brood over this now 
happy land — I pretend not to fore- 
see. 1 cannot tell, whether these so- 
lemn temples will become the resort 
of muttering monks, or of infidel bac- 
chanalians. I know not, whether our 
children will worship a relic, and pray 
to a sidnt — or deny the existence of 
God, and proclaim tliat death is an 
eternal sleep. I should rather fear, 
that neither of these woes would fill 
up the measure of our cup of trem- 
bling; but that some strange ministra- 
tion of wrath, more terrific than eye 
hath seen, or ear heard, or the heart 
of man conceived, was yet treasured 
up among the hidden things of the 
Almighty, to be exhausted in venge- 
ance upon the iniquities of a people, 
who so signally knew not the day of 
their merciful visitation." pp. 27, 28. 
We will only transcribe a few pas- 
sages which contain most solemn con- 
siderations for Sunday-school teachers, 
and at the same time exhibit, to good 
advantage, the author's happy manner 
of expressing his views. 

•• It is necessary that Christians be- 
gin to use their property as stewards. 
The principles of the gospel must be 
carried into the business of our every 
day expenditure. We must sacrifice 
to Christ our love of pleasure, of os- 
tentation, and of accumulation — or we 
must cease to pray 'Thy kingdom 
come.' I see men professing godli- 
ness, spending their property profuse- 
ly, in obedience to all the calls of a 
world that knows not God; or else 
hoarding it up, with miserly avarice, 
to min the souls of the rising genera- 
tion; but I confess, I do not see how 
they will answer for it * to the Judge 
of quick and dead.' 

"The cause of Christ, requires of 
laymen a far greater amount of per- 
sonal exertion. Suppose ye, that in 
apostolic times, the claims of religion 
would have required of a disciple, no- 
thing more than a small portion of his 
income? No; when the time was 
come for the church to be enlarged. 
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they that were scattered abroad, went 
every where, preaching the., word. 
Nowrwe do not say, that you are re- 
quired to be preachers; but we do 
say, that religion requires you to con- 
aider the promotion of piety in the 
hfarts of men of more importaiice 
than any thing else. The manage- 
ment of religious charities of th^ day 
belongs to you. But yet more — every 
man who knows the value of the soul, 
may speak of its value to his neigh- 
bour. Any man of orcUnary abilities, 
who feels the love of Christ, may g^ve 
profitable religious instruction to 
youth and chil£en. The promotion 
of piety, in the hearts of others, should 
enter as much into every man's daily 
arrangements, as the care for the 
body, that perisheth. When this spi- 
rit shall become universal — something 
will be done. 

**Do you say, that you have not 
the requisite information? I ask, does 
'it require much information, to re- 
mind meix that they are going to the 
judgment seat of Christ? But I say 
again, why have you not information ? 
That intellect is by far the most va- 
luable, as well as the most improva- 
ble possession, with which God has 
entrusted you— why have you not 
rendered it a better instrument, to 
serve Him? Every Christian, in such 
a country as this, ought to be a well- 
informed man. 

"The cause of Christ requires of 
private Christians, as well as of clergy- 
men, deeper humility, more fervent 
piety, and a life of closer communion 
with God. Your money and labours, 
as well as our studies and preaching, 
will be despised, unless they be the 
ofTering of holy hearts. All, all are 
utterly valueless, unless the Spirit de- 
scend upon us from on high. Our 
alms will be as water spilled upon the 
ground, unless Our souls are inflamed 
with the love of Christ, and our hearts 
temples for the residence of the Holy 
Ghost. 

" Time will barely suffer me to al- 
lude, in the briefest manner, to that 
species of religious effort which has 
g^ven occasion to tliis address. You 
cannot, however, have failed to ob- 
serve, that if ever the gospel is uni- 
versally to prevail, it is by some such 
means as this, under God, that its tri- 



umph will be achieved. By furnish- 
ing employment for talent of every 
description, it multiplies, almost inde- 
finitely, the amount of benevolent ef- 
fort, and awakens throughout ew&ey 
class of society the dormant spirit of 
Christian philanthropy. It renders 
every teacher a student of the bible; 
and thus, in the most interesting man- 
ner, brings divine truth into immedi- 
ate contact with the understanding 
and the conscience. All this it does 
to the teacher. But, besides all this, 
the Sabbath-school is imbuing what 
will, twenty years hence, be the ac- 
tive population of this country, whh 
the principles of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is teaching that class of the 
community, into w^ose hands so soon 
the destinies of this cpuntiy will fall, 
the precepts of inviolable justice and 
eternal truth. But more than all, it 
is implanting in the bosoms of millions 
of immortal souls, Uhat knowledge 
which is able to make them wise unto 
salvation, through the &ith that is in 
Christ Jesus.' How transcendently 
glorious are the privileges before us! 
Who will not embark in this holy en- 
terprise? pp. 31, 32, 33, 34. 

The sermon is accompanied by an ap- 
pendix of thu*ty-two pages, containing 
a full account of the proceedings, in 
various places, respecting the resolu- 
tion of the American S. S. Union, to 
supply the Valley of the Misnssippi 
with Sunday-schools, wbich was pass- 
ed the day succeeding the delivery of 
the sermon. 



LIF£ or JOON FBSDSRICK OREBUK, 
Pastor of Waldbach, in the Ban de ta Roche. 
Compik-d for the American Sunday-School 
Union, and revised by the Committee of 
Publication— with two fine Lithographic 
Engravings, by Child*. 12mo. pp. 140. 

We do not design to urge any body 
to purchase this volume, or to praise 
it. If we can prevail on our friends 
to read it, we have no fears respecting 
its sale or its reputation. 

The name of Oberlin is not new 
among us. Many years since, his 
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manner of life was the subject of ve* 
mark and admiration throughout Chris- 
tendom. His letter to the Executive 
Committee cif the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, dated November 3, 
1804, and published in the appendix 
to their first Report, excited a deep 
interest; and his efforts to circulate 
the Bible, by distributing, reading, 
and sending it, are noticed with ad- 
miration by Rev. John Owen, in his 
history of the Bible Society — where 
the pastor is described as uniting the 
simplicity of a patriarch with the zeal 
of an apostle. 

An interesting memoir of this good 
man, was published in the Christian 
Observer of 1828, and during the last 
year, a volume of 350 pages 8vo. was 
published in London, embracing the 
principal incidents of his life, and an 
interesting portion of his correspond- 
ence. This volume furnished the ma- 
terials for our publication; and the 
compiler has been very successful in 
his attempt to give it a Sunday-school 
character. The incidents he has se- 
lected, are the most simple and strik- 
ing, and the language is very chaste 
and intelligible. Those parts of the 
original memoir which were in French, 
are translated, and two of the finest 
prints in the London edition, have 
been copied, in Ijthography, with great 
accuracy and beauty, for our work. 

There is not a page of this little 
volume that would not afford us an 
interesting extract, but in the selec- 
tion of a passage or two for our pre- 
sent purpose, we have particular 
reference to the Sunday-school teach- 
er, whom we would induce first to 
read the book himself, and then se- 
cure it for his class. 

Respecting his early education, it 
is said that — • 



<^To his pious mother he of^en ac- 
knowledged himself indebted for bis 
love of the * things that are excellent,' 
and for tlie desires he afterwards felt 
to be the instrument of doing good. 
She brought up her children ' in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.'' 
She assembled them together every 
evening, and read aloud some instruc- 
tive book, whilst they sat round the 
table, copying pictures which their 
father had drawn for them; and scarce- 
ly a night passed, but when they were 
about to separate, they asked for ' one 
beautifiil hymn from dear mamma«' 
The hymn was followed by a prayer; 
and thus were they led to him who 
said, * suffer little children to come 
unto me.' "p. 18. 

The true relation of faith and works 
is well exhibited in Oberlin's eiirly 
efforts for the good of his parishioners 
while we see in them the origin of 
the two most important charitable in- 
stitutions of this, or any other age. 

"His attentions to the young were 
particularly interesting. He was so 
convinced that his heavenly Father 
would smile upon his exertions to 
benefit the children of his charge, 
that he undertook to erect school- 
houses, relying upon Providence that 
means wo\dd be found to pay the ex- 
pense. All his efforts were accompa^ 
nied with fervent prayers for thei|r 
success, and he had the firmest faith 
in the promises of God. His confi- 
dence was not disappointed. He 
found help in various quarters, so 
that he had the satisfaction to see a 
school-house built in each of the five 
villages, and the inhabitants, of their 
own accord, offering to support them. 
He was careful to educate suitable 
pei^sons as teachers in these schools; 
but observing that whilst tlieir elder 
brothers and sisters were studying for 
this purpose, the younger children 
suffered a g^*eat loss of time, he es- 
tablished Jnfant-schoolSf which were 
probably the firat ever known. With 
the assistance of his wife, he appoint- 
ed female teachers for each village, 
where the children were collected 
and taught in the same manner that is 
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now followed in our infant-schools. 
Two women were employed in each 
school, one to teach them to spin, 
"kmti and sew, the other to direct 
their lessons and amusements. When 
the little scholars became. tired of 
working, the mistress showed them 
pictures relating to Bible subjects, or 
natural hiatoiy, which. she would ex- 
plain to them, and then examine how 
well they remembered what she had 
told them. They were also taught 
geography by the use of the maps, 
and to sing hymns. And as the hin- 
guage spoken by the people was very 
incorrect and barbarous — a mixture of 
French and German — the children 
were instructed to speak gfood French. 
When they had passed through these 
schools, &ey entered the public 
schools, where they were taught 
higher branches. 

"They had also Sunday-schools. 
^very Sunday, the children of one of 
the villages assembled at the church, 
where they sung the hynms that they 
had practised during the week, and 
recited the Bible lessons they had 
learned. After tliis, Oberlin conversed 
with them, and instructed them in 
the duties of religion. On one day, 
every week, all the scholars were as- 
sembled at Waldbaeh, where they 
were examined in their studies, and 
received the advice of the pastor, 
whom they called by the affectionate 
name of their Dear Papa, He had 
books prepared and printed for them, 
which were either ^ven as prizes, or 
lent for a certain time to read, as is 
done with our Sunday-ichool libraries. 
Every thing he prepared for them 
was intended to improve their hearts, 
as well as their minds. Even in an 
almanack which he made, he directed 
them thus: *if it proves of any real 
benefit to you, or affords you a mo- 
ment's gratification, look up to your 
heavenly Father, and say. Thy good- 
ness, O Lord, has crowned me with 
blessings. Permit me to thank thee 
for them : and do thou strengthen, by 
whatever means it may. please thee to 
employ, the feeble faith of thy too 
feeble child.' " pp. 37, 38, 39, 40. 

A Sunday-school teacher's mind 
should be constantly occupied in dis- 
covering and preparing illustrations 



of truth. A beautiful illagtration of a 
high but simple cliaracter indeed, is 
given in the following extract : It is 

"From a letter which he wrote to a 
lady who had been tried by miiny 
successive bereavements, in the hope 
of convincing her that such dispensa- 
tions are permitted, to strengthen our 
graces, and to promote our spiritual 
refinement, and well illustrate his lively 
faith and fervent piety, as well as the 
simple and original mcxle in which he 
was accustomed to pour out the lan- 
guage of his heart in his familiar let- 
ters. — *I have before me two stones, 
which gre in imitation of precious 
stones. They are both perfectly alike 
in colour ; they are of the same water, 
clear, pure, and clean; yet there is a 
marked difference between them, a^ 
to their lustre and brilliancy. One 
has a dazzling brightness, while the 
other is dull, so that the eye passes 
over it, and derives no pleasure from 
the sight. What can be the reason 
of such a difference? It is this, The 
one is cut but in a few points; the 
other has ten times as many. These 
points are produced by a very violent 
operation; it is requisite to cut, to 
smooth, and polish. Had these stones 
been endued witli life, so as to have 
been capable of feeling what they 
underwent, the one which has receiv- 
ed eighty points would have thought 
itself very unhappy, and would have 
envied the fate of the other, which, 
having received but eight, had under- 
gone but a tenth part of its sufferings. 
Nevertheless, the operation being 
over, it is done for ever: the differ- 
ence between the two stones always 
remains strongly marked; that which 
has suffered but little, is entirely 
eclipsed by the other, which alone is 
held in estimation, and attracts atten- 
tion. May not this serve to explain 
the saying of our Saviour, whose 
words always bear some reference to 
eternity: Blessed are they that mourn, 
for they shall be comforted? — Blessed, 
whether we contenriplate them apart, 
or in comparison with those who have 
not passed through so many trials. 
Oh! that we were always able to cast 
ourselves into his arms, like little 
children — to draw near to him, like 
helpless lambs, and ever to ask of him 
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patience, resignation, an entire surren- 
der to his win, faith, trust, and a heart- 
felt obedience to the commands which 
he (pyes to those who are willing to 
be his disciples. The Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all &ces. — 
Isaiah XXV. 8.'" pp. 54, 55, 56. 

A most interesting case of benevo- 
lent enterprise and self-forgetfulness^ 
is furnished in the following para- 
graph— 

<< Sophia Bernard is one of the most 
excellent women I know, and, indeed, 
an ornament to my parish. While 
unmarried, she undertook, with "tiie 
consent of her parents, the support 
and education of three helpless boys, 
whom their inhuman father had treat- 
ed in a shocking manner, when, being 
nearly starved to death, ti\ey ventured 
to cry out for food. Soon afterwards, 
she proved the means of saving the 
lives of three Roman Catholic chil- 
dren, whoi without her assistance, 
would have fallen a prey to want and 
famine. Thus she had the manage- 
ment of six children, to whom several 
more were added, belonging to pa- 
rents of three several denominations. 
She then hired a house and a servant 
girl, and supported the whole of her 
Simily entirely by her own work, and 
the little money acquired by the in- 
dustry of the cluldren, whom she 
taught to spin cotton. At the same 
time she proved a blessing to the 
whole village where she lived; for no 
one could be more industrious, frugal, 
clever, cheerful, and edifying by her 
whole walk and conversation; more 
ready for every g^od word and work; 
more mild and affectionate, and more 
firm and resolute in danger than she 
was. A fine youth, of generous dis- 
position, made her an offer of nuir- 
riage, and as she appeared unwilling 
to accept him, he declared, that if 
necessary, he would wait ten years to 
gain her hand. She then acknow- 
ledge that the motive for refusing 
him, was the grief it would occasion 
her to part from her little orphans. 
* He who takes the mother, takes the 
children also,* replied the young man. 
On this condition the mai-riage took 
place, and all the children were 



brought up under thdr mutual care, 
in the most excellent manner. They 
have lately taken in some other or- 
phans, whom they are traiiung up in 
the fear and love of God. Though 
these people pass for rather rich, yet 
their income is so linuted, and tiieir 
benevolence is so extensive, that they 
sometimes hardly know how to fur- 
nish themselves with a new suit bf 
clothes.** pp. 70^ 71, 72. 

The manners of Oberlin bad a large 
share in giving him the wonderful 
influence he possessed over his parish, 
and at the same time contributed es- 
sentially to their virtue and improve- 
ment. A viater at Waldbach says — 

"I never knew so well what the 
^aee of courtesy was, till I saw Ober- 
Tin. He treats the poorest people, 
and even the children, with an affec- 
tionate respect. For instance, his 
courtesy, kindness, and hospitaUty to 
our postilUon, were quite amusing. 
He pulled his hat off when we met 
him, took him by the hand, and treat- 
ed him with really tender considera- 
tion. He is, I think, more than eighty 
• — one of tiie handsomest old men I 
remember ever to have seen — still 
vigorous in mind and spirit—delight- 
ing in his parish — full of fervent cha- 
rity. We all sit down to the same 
table, maids and all; one great dish of 
pottage or boiled spinach, and a 
quantity of salad and potatoes, upon 
which they chiefly live, being placed 
in the middle. He shakes hands with 
all the little children as he passes 
them in the street, speaking particu- 
larly to them individually: it is quite 
wonderful to see the effect and po- 
lish which this sort of treataient and 
manner has had upon these people, 
uncultivated and uncivilized as they 
were before, from all accounts. I 
never met with any thing like such 
cultivation of mind amongst poor peo- 
ple. They have been taught a va- 
riety of things which have enlarged 
and polished tlieir minds besides re- 
ligion; music, geography, drawing, 
botany, &c. If you go into a cottage, 
they expect you will eat and drink 
with them ; a clean cloth is laid upon 
the table, washed almost as white as 
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milk, and the new milk, and the wine, 
and the great loaf of bread, are brought 
out; yet they are in reality exceed- 
ingly poor. The women and girls 
all dress alike, even down to the very 
little children. They wear caps of 
dark cotton, with black ribbon, and 
the hair bound closely under. Every 
body — ^maids, children, poor and rich, 
call Mr. Oberlin their 'Dear Papa,^ 
and never was there a more complete 
fether of a large fanuly." pp. 120, 121, 
122. 

His sickness, death, and funeral, 
seemed to have been so ordered as to 
correspond with thetenour of his life: 
every thing was humble, simple, and 
impressive, and the description leaves 
us almost in doubt whether the whole 
is not a picture of fimcy. 

*<He was suddenly attacked by his 
last illness, on Sunday, the 28th of 
May, 1826. The whole of the two 
next days were passed in alternate 
consciousness and insensibility, but 
he often exclaimed, *L.ord Jesus, 
take me speedily! nevertheless, thy 
will be done!' 'On Wednesday, he 
was exceedingly weakened by con- 
'vulsions, but still intimated by signs, 
the affection he felt for his childreir, 
his friends, his faithful housekeeper, 
and all the members of his flock. On 
Thursday he recovered strength 
enough to take off his cap, join his 
hands, and raise his eyes for the last 
time to lieaven ; his countenance 
beaming with faith, joy, and love. In 
a few hours he breathed his last, 
being nearly eighty-six years of age, 
and m the sixtieth year of his resi- 
dence at Waldbach. 

"The grief of the peasants cannot 
be described ; they came from all 
parts of the district through heavy 
rsuns, to see the remidns of their dear 
pastor. His funeral took place on the 
fiftli of June. Upon leaving the 
house, his Bible, and the gown he 
preached in, were placed upon his 
coffin; ten or twelve females sang a 
hyxtm as the procession moved on. In 
front of the body walked the oldest 
inhabitant of the Ban, carrying a 
cross, which Louisa, Oberlin's house- 
keeper, had given him to plant on 



the grave, and on which were inscrib- 
ed the words, 'Papa Oberlin.* The 
number of persons attending the fune- 
ral was so great, that the foremost had 
reached the chitrch of Foudai, where 
the burial was to take place, before 
the last had left the house, a distance 
of two miles. Among them were the 
children of the schools, w;ho chaunted 
hymns as they went along." pp. 130, 
131. 

We hope this volume will be read 
by Sunday-school teachers and chil- 
dren throughout the land. Every 
one who reads it intelligently, will 
have been in fiimiliar intercourse with 
a most extraordinary man; and will 
have seen united in the same indivi- 
dual, whatever is simple and innocent 
in the child, whatever is connstent 
and exemplary in the Christian, and 
whatever b endearing, venerable, and 
evangelical in a village pastor. 



SUNDAY-SCHOOL IW WARS, (mASS.) 

Having understood that tlie system 
of Sunday-School instruction had been 
very successfully pursued in the vil- 
lage at Ware, (Mass.) we addressed 
to the pastor of the church in that 
place an inquiry asto the mode of con- 
ducting their school, and what had 
been the degree of its usefulness. The 
follo\nng interesting statement has 
been kindly furnished under date of 
August 10. 

" The population of our parish is 
about 1000, mostly manufacturing peo- 
ple. Of course we have more than 
the usual proportion of young people, 
and less than the usual proportion of 
mere children. This, and other cir- 
cumstances peculiar to a manu&ctur-' 
ing people, obviously called for some 
peculiarity of adaptation of the means 
of moral and religious culture. Not 
long after my settlement with this peo- 
ple, which was four years ago, it was 
found that the Sabbath-School was an 
institution from which much was to 
be expected, and that a departure from 
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tbe established systems of conductiag 
the school was desirable in our cir- 
cumstances. We had tried the ex- 
periment of a bible class and Sabbath-, 
School in the usual form, and though* 
its influence was good--the bible class 
especially havingezerted an obvious and 
extensive instrumentality in introda- 
dng the first and greatest revival which 
we nave experienced — ^yet something 
more was wanted. Many young peo- 
ple were so situated as not to be be- 
nefited by it, and we hit upon the fol- 
lowing plan and have since i>UTaued it. 
The Sabbath-School and bible class 
have been umted, and have embraced 
those of all ages from sixty down to 
six, who could be induced to join it. 
In this way we have been able to col- 
lect a gfood number of adults, varying 
at different times, from fifty to two 
hundred. The adults were divided, 
or i»tber divided themselves, into class- 
es varying from five to ten in number, 
and each class chose its own teacher. 
Fw the adult classes we have ques- 
tions such as are fit to be used in Bi- 
ble classes; and when we could do it, 
we have had these questions on the 
same subjects that occupied the youn- 
ger classes. For about a year the adult 
classes have been studying a series 
of questions which I have proposed 
for them upon sacred antiquities.' 
To prepare themselves for the exer- 
cise,, the teachers have either had 
meetings for the purpose of reading 
authors who treated of the subjects of 
the lesson, or have read them sepa- 
rately. And after the exercise it has 
been my custom, when I could, either 
to preach the afternoon sermon on the 
subject of the lesson, or to give a lec- 
ture on it at a third service. This is 
done for the purpose of fastening the 
subject upon the minds of the school, 
and giving a more extensive view of it; 
and also to enlist, as far as may be, the 
whole congre^tion in the subject, 
and make them interested in the school. 
When we began upon the subject of 
sacred antiquities we experienced a 
serious difficulty. While one part was 
more interested and instructed than 
by other lessons which we had used, 
others were unable, either from want 
of time or ability, to get the lessons. 
And to secure the advantage without 



a loss, we provided <* Judson's Ques- 
tions" for those who preferred them. 
Thus wc have opened, not on^y to the 
school, but in fact to the whole con- 
gre^tion, a new field of biblical in- 
vestigation; a field in which the more 
intelUgent, especially, appear to be 
highly interested. They found the 
use of the study of biblical antic^uities 
in furnishing a key to the meaning of 
scripture imagery add phraseology. 
And those who have not made~ the ex- 
periment would sca^ely believe me if 
I should lell to how great an extent this 
subject has been brought within the 
comprehension of the great mass of 
the people. In order to foster their 
interest in the subject,- it is. my prac- 
tice, as often as may be, in preaching, 
to take advantage of scriptural allu- 
sions and figures to refer to the sub- 
jects explained in the lessons, and 
explain the passages by facts and prin- 
ciples which they have investigated. 

««We have found the Sabbatli- 
S.chool library an important auxiliarjr. 
It has been instrumental, not only m 
providing the* school with needful at- 
tractions, but it has scattered through 
the whole village, matter for constant 
religious reading. We have, beside 
the usual publications of the Union for 
children, found it, needful to provide 
the most popular reli^ous bio^-aphies^ 
and some of the most substantial works 
on practical religion, because we have 
so many adult menibers of the school. > 
We have now a library which cost 
about two hundred dollars, in very ac- 
tive circulation. ' And if our school 
produced no other effect than to se- 
cure the reading of such and so4iiany 
religious books by the people, its va.- 
lue would be incalculable. 

«*Asthereisa constant change of 
inhabitants in the place, constant 
care is needed to, sustain the school. 
To secure this object it has been our 
custom to have a committee occa^on- 
ally visit every family in the place, to 
converse. with the parents pn the duty 
of sending their children, and to en- 
list both young and old in the enter- 
prise. These committees have oflen 
found many parents willing to excuse 
themselves for not sending their chil- 
dren, on the ground of their inability 
to provide them with suitable clothing. 
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To foreclose this excuse, we have found 
it well to have some benevolent ladies 
to visit the poorer families and offer 
assistance, if needed, in providing 
clothesf though the cases are very 
rare where the offer is accepted. 

** There is one peculiarity of a ma- 
nufacturing population which confers 
special importance upon their Sabbath- 
Schools; and that is» that the time of 
the people is so exclusively occupied 
during the week, that little can be 
done for religious improvement ex- 
cept on the Sabbath. There is not 
that opportunity to affect the mass of 
the people by pastoral visits and by 
religious meetings on other days, 
which exists in other places. The 
Sabbath-School has a proportionate 
importance. It is, in fact, the only 
means^ besides preaching, which the 
pastor has, of access to aliirge portion 
of his flock. . There is a portion of a 
manufacturing people who are under 
strong temptations to neglect the edu- 
cation of their children; and theinflu«> 
ence of a SabbathrSchool goes far to 
counteract such evil tendencies, and 
to promote general intelligence. The 
Sabbath-School b also peculiarly im- 
portant, conndered in its influence on 
many young people who are away 
from the regularities, restraints, and 
moral influences of the family and of 
home. It is a kind of substitute for 
family influence, of which many, in 
such places, suffer the want. And 
while there is peculiar need of a flour- 
ishing Sabbath-School among manu- 
facturers, there are some peculiar fa- 
cilities for enlisting adults, especially, 
in them.. Being brought together 
from different places, they are free 
from those local and family prejudices 
and jealousies wliich, in an agricultu- 
ral town, might hinder the organiza- 
tion of classes, and the usefulness of 
teachers. No difficulty has been ex- 
perienced by us in finding competent 
teachers for adults, and such as have 
been acceptable to the scholars. Our 
most intelligent and serious young 
men and women have been members 
of the school. The great body of the 
church, and a majority of the congre- 
gation have taken their seats as teacli- 
ers or learners. Respecting the re- 
sults of our labours we are incompe- 
tent to speak — another day will de- 
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clare them. Suffice it to say, that 
during the four years of my ministry 
here, we have had three revivals of 
religion. And there has not been a 
time, until very recently, when it was 
not known that some of the people 
were under serious impressions. The 
church, which was formed at the com- 
mencement of my labours, has receiv- 
ed more than two hundred members. 
How much instrumentality the Sab- 
bath-School has exerted towards this 
state of things, we cannot precisely 
state. But it is a fact, that new con« 
versions are almost invariably of those 
who were either members of the 
school before, or who immediately 
jom it aflerwards." 



XISSISSIPFI VALLST. 

Prcgrasofthe Wark^Need of Fundi- 
Appropriation oflSinds* 

The community have, thus far, most 
generously and promptly sustained the 
jStmerican Sunday-School Union, in the 
execution of their late important reso- 
lution respecting the Valley of the Mis- 
sissippL The proceedings in Phila- 
delphia, New York, Princeton, Brook- 
lyn, &C. are particularly given in the 
appendix to Dr. WayUmd^» sermon, 
and our monthly acknowledgment of 
monies received, will show how the 
proposition is received in other places 
where it has been presented. ^ 

Though the plan to be pursued in 
executing the design of the Society, 
is necessarily incomplete, and must 
remain so until more accurate informa- 
tion is obtained respecting the char- 
acter and extent of the work, as well 
as respecting the amount and adapta- 
tion of the means to accomplish it; 
still God has been pleased, already to 
direct to the adaption of several auspi- 
cious measures, and also to provide 
many well-fitted instruments for their 
prosecution. 

One important State has alrercd/ 
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been assigned to Rn individual who is 
responsible, under God, for the sea- 
sonable supply of 80 much of the Val- 
ley; and we have reason to believe 
that he is one of the lew men in the 
world who do what they undertake^ 
and do uxU what they do at all. Sev- 
eral agents and misnonanes have en- 
tered OQ hmited portions of the field 
of labour, and many more have receiv- 
ed, or are about to' receive, appoint- 
ments. 

We have not yet seen, however, 
what we hope soon to see— colonies 
of faithful, intelligent, enterprising 
Sunday-School men and women, set- 
ting their faces westward, and resolv- 
ed to take up their abode in that rich 
and (if they please to make it so) 
happy land. ' 

In regard to the pecuniary means of 
redeeming our pledge, there need be 
no misapprehenaon. Whoever sur- 
veys the immense territory to be ex- 
plored and occupied, will need no 
proof that a vast amount of hard labour, 
by working men, must be expended 
there,^ and that such labour cannot be 
obtained, and ought not to be expect- 
ed, without money. 

The want of means only has pre- 
vented the Society from entering on 
this work many months since. In the 
autumn of 1828 an agetit was employ, 
ed to visit the State of Ohio, and re- 
port such informatiQU as might enable 
the Board to determine on the ex- 
pediency of establishing a depository 
in some suitable place for the more 
prompt and cheap supply of Sunday- 
School books. In the spring of 1829 
. a depository was established at Cincin- 
nati, and has been continued there 
since that time. 

In 1828 two gentlemen were com- 
mist'oned, especially, to establish Sun- 



day-Schools in the western country, 
and their labours were attended with 
great success. 

In the fifth annual report of the So- 
ciety, presented May 26, 1829, the im- 
portance of more vigorous and liberal 
measures, for the establishment of Sun- 
day-Schools in the western world, was 
distinctly set before the Society. 

On the 27th of October, 1829, the 
committee of missions and agencies 
reported to the Board their convic- 
tion, that the Christian public were 
ready to sustain them in the appwnt- 
ment of missionaries and agents to 
visit the destitute regions of the West, 
and suggested the propriety of assur- 
ing the community that it was an ob- 
ject which had long awakened the 
anxious solicitude pf the Board, and 
that they only wiuted for the necessaiy 
means to accomplish it. 

On the report of the same commit- 
tee, the Board unanimously adopted 
the following resolutions, November 
10, 1829. . , 

" Resolved, That the Board consid- 
er it their solemn duty (when funds 
are furnished for the purpose) to send 
Sunday-School missionaries and agents 
to all parts of the United States, (es- 
pecially to the destitute regions of the 
west) for the purpose of establislwig 
Sunday-Schools." 

" Resolved, That the Board of Mana- 
gers of the American Sunday School 
Union pledge themselves to the Chris- 
tian |>ublic, to appropriate all moneys 
contributed to this institution to the 
specific object designated by the do- 
nors." 
The object thus presented assumed 
[ new interest and impOTtance, and was, 
indeed, placed in the elevated posi- 
tion it now occupies, by a letter, of 
which the following is a copy, and 
which was received a^d laid before 
tlie Board at a speciiJ meeting, May 
22, 1830: 
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''New York, May 19, 1830. 

*< bear Sir: I wish to be mformed 
what your Societjj is doing for^e Val- 
ley of the Mississippi. Will not your 
Board resolve to wiuea Sabhath'Sckool 
formed within two yeara in every town 
in that interesting portion of our coun- 
try? A g^eat interest is awakened in 
the Eastern States in behalf of the 
west, and the adoption oif such a reso- 
lution as I have stated, tirould thrill 
through the Christian community, and 
secure you the prayers and the offer- 
ing^ of every Christian and Philanthro- 
pist in the land. I will gladl3r contri- 
bute accoixling to th& magnitude of 
the object and my ability. If the sum 
Deeded to ciuty such a resolution into 
effect, should be one hundred thou- 
sand dollars,* I hereby pledge myself 
(provided tiie resolution is adopted 
this year) for two thousahd dollars — 
one thousand payable each of the two 
years. If the sum required should 
fall below or go above one hundred 
thousand, I will pay in the same pro- 
portion. I will aho, in connexion 
witli the above, pledge the further 
like sum of two thousand dollai^s, to 
be paid in sums of five dollars to Sab- 
bath-Schools in the Valley, that shall 
raise the same amount and remit it to 
your treasury — the ten dollar^ to be 
laid out in books for a library: 

'*YoU see my i^rmpathies all flow 
westward— but if it is thought best to 
adopt such a resolution for the whole 
United States, I have ho objection. 
The eflbrt should, however, be first 
il»de, X think, in the Valley of the 
Mississippi, whose population will soon 
pve laws to our country. By the 
Valley of the Mississippi I mean all 
the country west of the Alleghany to 
the Rock^ Mountains, and from Ohb 
and Michigan in the north, to Misaittip- 
pi and Louisiana in the south. 

" T am, respectfully, your friend and 
obedient servan*, A. Tapfait/' 

The discussion which arose on read- 
ing this interesting and important let- 
ter from Mr. Tappan, resulted ia the 



* This donation was afterwards made 
absolute, whatever might be the 
amount required. 



unanimous adoption of the following 
resolution: 

« Metoived, That the Board of Man- 
agers of the American, Sunday-School 
Union, in humble reliance on divine 
aid, and dependence on the liberality 
of the Christian public, will establish, 
or cause to be established, within two 
years, if practicable, a Sabbath-School 
in every town where none at present 
exists, in the valley of the Mississippi." 

The resolution was referred to a com- 
mittee, to be proposed, in proper form, 
to the connderation of the Society at 
its (then) approaching anniversary, on 
which occasion it was, offered by JBw. 
Dr. McJiuky, of Philadelphia, in the 
following words: 

'^Reaohed, Tbat thb Amxrigah Sirar- 
BAT-ScaooL Uaioir, isr bkliaitce vp- 

OW BITIXS All), WILL, WITHIW TWO 
TEAB8, XSTABLISa A SUNBAT-SCHOOL 
IW XVEBT BBSTITUTB PLACB WHIUia IT 
IS PEACTI CABLE, TtfROUOHOUT THE 

Vallet OP THE Mississippi." 

The proposition has met with the 
liberality to which we have already 
alluded, and the contributiona which 
followed formed a distinct fund, with 
which an account is kept separate 
from, and independent of, all the other 
transactions of the Society; and so, 
likewise, our monthly acknowledg- 
ments on this score, are separately 
made. 

At a meeting of the Board held Aug. 
11, 1830, the foUowing resolution pass- 
ed unanimously. 

" In compliance with the resolotioi^ 
unanimously adopted by the Board on 
the 10th day of Noveniber last, in the 
following words, viz. 'Heaoived^ Tliat 
the Boaixl of Managers of the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union, . pledge 
themselves to appropriate all moneys 
contributed to this institution, to the 
specific object designated by the do- 
nors,' 

** liesdlvedf That all monies contrib- 
uted under the resolution to establish 
Sunday-Schools in the Valley of the 
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Mtiaissippi, shall be expended exclu- 
sively in the promotion of that object^ 
«nd that no part of the moneys so con- 
ti-ibiited, shall be retained for the cs- 
tabtishment or support of depositories, 
or otherwise, as a part of the common 
funds of the Society." 



rOBX Of ADMITTlUfi AJTD JIl^VISSING 
PUPILS. 

The thought has of^en occurred to 
us, that much indirect good would re- 
sult from the observance of more for- 
mality in admitting and dismissing pu- 
pils of Sunday-3choo]s; and an inci- 
dent was mentioned to U9 by a friend, 
not long ^nce, from which it would 
appear that direct and substantial good 
may result from it. 

An Englishwoman,' sick and entirely 
destitute, landed at New York. She 
had about her a certificate showing 
that she had been a member of the 
Sabbath-School of which James Bu^ 
charum, the British Consul, was su- 
perintendent, and it was agned by 
him. On learning t^e fact, Mr, Bu-' 
ehanan at Ofice interested himself in 
her behalf, and made comfortable pro- 
vbion for her. 

There are few periods of life more 
interesting than those in which a 
relation to a Sunday-Sphool is formed 
or dissolved — and no reflecting pa- 
rent can regard either of the events 
with indifference. We cannot, in this 
connexion, pursue the thou^t which 
^thus suggested; our only object be- 
ing to call the attention of schools to 
the subject. 

For the sake of showing all we 
mean^ at a glance, we, have placed on 
the cover of this number the form of 
a certificate to be used on the admis- 
sion of a child, and on dismissing him. 
If generally adopted, the price will be 
very inconsiderable, ^nd the advanta- 



ges too obvious to need specification. 
We, hope the tinie will come when 
such a certificate will be found among 
the preserved papers of every native 
American. 



XISS JAB3EAX. 

The death of this devoted teacher 
was mentioned in our July number, 
but the name was misprinted. A 
friend suggests that the peculiar traits 
of her character are admirably cal- 
culated to excit6 other, teachers to 
duty. He also informs us, that the 
school in which she taught (an Afri- 
can school in Newhaven, Conn.) has 
felt her death deeply, and many of 
the teachers have been awakened %o 
unusual faithfulness. Two of the cliU- 
dren gire evidence of having been 
renewed by the spirit of God since 
her death. 

Who can tell what a train <)f glory 
will fo^W one devoted Sabbath-School 
teacher? and who can tell what is the 
eternal weight of glory which is reserv- 
ed for such a one in heaven? 

SINfiUXAR TIBWS. 

.One of the questions in our last an- 
nual circular was this^ 

" How many teachers and how n»^ 
ny schdiars have made a profession of 
reli^on during the year- (giving the 
number of each. )*' 

The report from one of the schools 
thus treats it-^ 

•*^ Asto your third— rviz. How many 
teachers and how many scholars have 
made a profession of religion during 
th^ year; (giving the number of each) 
--*I answer: 

" If We are to judge a Christian by 
his profession or decktraUons^ I cannot 
answer your question; but if we are 
to jiidge him by his practice, (accord- 
ing to the rule which bur Saviour has 
given us, «by their fruits ye shall 
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knowthem'}^ answer, the character 
of our teachers and scholars, in my 
estimation, stands fair." 

From the report id another school 
we extract the following^, prefixing 
the questions to which the answers are 
given: 

«• 5. How many copies of the Jtmer- 
icqn Sunday-Sekool Magazine, pub- 
lished by this S6cie^, are taken by 
teachers connected with your school or 
schools? (We know the whole num- 
ber we circulate, but not how many 
are taken by teachei*s.) Cannot you, 
or your society, increase its circula-^ 
tion? 

**7, Do the teachers have stated 
meetings; and if they do — ^how often, 
and for what purposes? 

« 8. Is there any Bible-class or in- 
fant-school instruction connected with 
your school or ijinion; and if so, to 
what extent? 

•* 10. What means are used, or con- 
templated, to increase the number and 
improve the character of your schohurs 
and schools? 

•* 11. In what way, and to what ex- 
tent, do clergymen connected with 
your schools, give you their influence 
and assistance r' 

" Permit me to remark, that ques- 
tion 3 appears to be out of the sphere 
of human judgpnent, and has, for this 
very reason, I suppose, been answered 
only by two schools out of seventeen, 
that have reported to our general 
meeting on the 28th of March. I 
shall no/, therefore, answer that ques- 
tion, believing that I mip^ht report one 
as a professor of the religion of Jesus, 
who now says •* Lord, Lord"— and to 
whom the Searcher of hearts, who is 
also the Judge of the quick and dead, 
will say, " depart from me, I never 
knew you." It it must be done, please 
let me know it, and I will resign my 
office without delay. I shall now en- 
deavour to aitswer, to the best of my 
knowledge, those of the thirteen ques- 
tions which I think proper. 

••5. The Sunday-School Magazine 
is not taken by teachers— owing, prin- 
cipally, I believe, to want of money. 

" 7. The teachers meet every Sun- 
day, for the best of purposes, to in- 



struct children in the rudiments of hu- 
man science. 

** 8. In some schools we have Bible 
classes (scholars reading the Bible); 
the term < infant-schoolf is not pro- 
perly understood. 

« 10. Persuasive,— by no means co- 
ercive. 

•* 11. In the way of public eithorta- 
tion, and as frequently as they are re- 
quested." 

Another school says— 
- " We cannot afford to take the Sun- 
day-School Magazine. We have no 
monthly cbncerts* '| Engrafted up«n 
the great American Tree, we need and 
expect support." 

It is to be feared, the tree would be 
destroyed if it had many such branches. 
See John xv. 3. 



KEW PUBLICATIOI^. 

At a stated meeting of thb Board^of 
Officers and Managers of the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union, held at 
their house, 146 Ghesnut street, Phil- 
adelphia, Aug. 11, 1830, the following 
resolution passed unanimously: 

" Bewlvedt That the Committee of 
Publication be instructed to commence, 
as soon as they may think it advisable, 
the publication of a weekly paper, in 
such form and manner as shall best 
advance the interests of the Society." 

In compliance with the resolution of 
the Board, the Committee of Publica- 
tion have felt bound to lose no time in 
presenting this subject to the friends 
of the Society— ^speciaUy as it is one 
which, at various intervals for two or 
three years past, has occupied.the deep 
attention of the Board. 

The following prospectus, which 
wc shall endeavour to circulate as 
widely as possible in a sheet form, 
presents, concisely, the views of the 
Committee respecting the importance, 
design, and character of the proposed 
publication — 

It has long been the conviction of 
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the Managers and friends of tfie ^mer- 
ican Sunday-School Unions that its 
principles and proceedings need only 
to be examined and understood, to 
secure, for the object they are striving 
to advance, general confidence and 
support. 

The question, how information on 
the subject may be most widely and 
effectually circulated, has not been de- 
termined without many doubts and 
much an^ety. 

Our Maoazihi is prepared for iS^n- 
daV'Sehool teaehen, an4 is read princi- 
pjQy by those who are now giving 
their attention and services, to the 
cause, and who, for the most part, 
have become familiar with the general 
character and obj ect of Sunday-Schools. 

Considering it important that the 
Society should employ some means of 
circulating intelligence more gener- 
ally, as well as with more promptness 
and frequency, than through the pages 
of a monthly publication, it has been 
determined to issue a weekly paper 
with the title of 

SUNDAY*SCHOOL JOURNAL 

ASH 

Advocate of Christian Education, 

The following are among the in- 
ducements to this course: 

The subject of religious educa- 
tion has become a distinct and inter- 
esting department of general mtelli- 
gence and inquiry. , 

Some popular form of present- 
ing it continually, and by itself^ to 
public attention, seems, indispensable. 

A weekly paper is found to be 
the most efficient, and the least ex- 
pensive mode of diffusing information. 

It allows a more general and 
familiar discussion and illustration of 
subjects connected with the cause it 
advocates. 

It furnishes a much greater va- 
riety and quantity of matter than can 
be furnished at the same price in any 
other form. And 

It will answer all the purposes 
of a Magazine, and many- purposes 
which no Magazine can answer. 

But, as there are man;^ subjects in 
which the teachers and friends of Sun- 
day-Schools are interested, which can- 
not be suitably or profitably discussed 



in a weekly paper, it is thought inex- 
pedient to discontinue the Magazine, 
It will only be published less frequent- 
ly, and will contain as much matter as 
the present volume. Such articles 
from the weekly «heet, and others, 
original and selected, which seem to 
possess general importance and perma- 
nent interest, will be preserved in the 
quarterly publication; each number 
of which will be. accompanied by one 
or more engravings. 

A farther Exposition of the views of 
the Society, in this form, seems unne- 
cessaiy. 

One or two numbers of the Sunday- 
SohoolJoumal will be published, as a 
specimen, in the course of the next 
month, and no charge will be made 
fOT them. It will be regularly issued 
to subscribers after January 1, 1S31. 

The Quarterly Sunday-School Mag- 
azine will be published early in the 
months of April, July, October and 
January, and the terms of each, are 
stated below. 

The proposition is now referred to 
those who are equally interested with 
us in thfe object to which it relates. 
We cannot consent that any seconda- 
ry place should be asugned to Sukdat- 
ScHooLs in the scale of benevolent in- 
stitutions. If to instruct the ignorant, 
awaken the careless, and gmde the 
inquiring, is the leg^tiniate office of 
the Sunday-School teacher;— >if to en- 
lighten the mind, sustain th6 spirit, 
elevate the hopes, alleviate the woes» 
and convert to God the soul — of man, 
are the legitimate results of Sunday- 
School instruction — ^there is no error m 
our estimate of their importance. 

One way of increasing their number, 
extending their influence, and improv- 
ing their character, is to diffuse cor- 
rect information respecting them, far 
and wide; iand this is the design of the 
proposition now made. Every sub- 
scription, therefore, by adding to the 
value and influence of the paper, will 
increase its means of doing g^ood. 

It is to be recollected, tliat no indi- 
vidual, or individuals, have any per- 
sonal interest in the publication of this 
paper. No roan is to get or lose by 
it It is thb pbopertt of the com- 

MUTflTT, AKD WHATSVER BENSTITS IT 
CONFERS WILL BE SHARED SdUALLf BT 
BVBRT CITIZEir. 
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TVrww.— The Sunday-School Jmr^ 
9Mi/wiU be published id a s^le and 
manner not inferior to those of weekly 
papers generally. 

The price to angle subscribers will 
be two dollars per annum. If not paid 
within three months after the receipt 
of the first number, in each y^^» the 
price will be twQ dollars and fifty cents 
per annum. 

Each number of the Quarterly Sun* 
day-Schbol Magazine will Contain nine- 
ty-six pages. It will be put, by the 
single number^ at fifty cen/»— by the 
year at one dollar ana fifty cents, in 
advance. 

CCj^ The Quarterly Magazine will be 
sent to all those who would be entitled 
to the Monthly Magazine by' virtue of 
life membership, or a subscription of 
three dollars a year to the Society. 

Toiill others to whom the Monthly 
Magazine would be sent, if published, 
the Sunday-School Journal will be sent 
unless otherwise directed. 

Fostage.^-'The postage of the paper 
to any subscriber in the United States, 
can never exceed one cent and a half. 
To any subscriber in the State of 
Pennsylvania, it cannot exceed one 
cent, 

iXj* An Imperfect copy of the Maga- 
zine has been returned by some sub- 
scriber, but he gives us no means of 
determining his name or residence. 

DONATIONS received by the American Sun- 
day-School Union, A-om July 12th to Au- 
gust 12th, 1830.->mclusive. 

I. XISISTBIIS XSMBERS FOR LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars, and 
upwards. 

fRev. David Magie, Elizabethtown, 

N. J., hy Mn. Wilson and odiers, JS30 00 

§Rev. Henry Dwight, Geneva, N. Y., 

by bifl own subscription, 30 00 

Rev. Wm. W. Blainielt, Lamington, N. 
Jersey, contributed by his congrega- 
tion, 30 00 

$Rev. Eliakim Phelps, by mmbers of 

bis Bible class, 30 00 

*ReT. Dr. Nott, Schenectady, N. Y., by 

hb own subscription, 30 00 

II. OTHER MEMBERS TOR LfF^, 

By the payment «/ thirty dollara, and 

upwards. 
$Mn. Susan M. Dwigl^t, Geneva, N. 

Y., wife of Rev. Henry D wight, J530 00 
I H. Bunce, Otwego, N^ Y. 30 00 



Mrs. Cyru9 Mason, N. York, by teach- 
ers and scholars of Cedar St. Ch. 
Sunday-school, £30 00 

lU . AinrUAL 817B8CRIBERB. 

By the payment of three dollars and 
upwards, 

$C. A. Cook, Geneva, N. Y. 1830, 3 Ot 

^T. P. Handy, do. 1630, 3 00 

Israel Kinsman, 1838, 99 & SO, 9 00 

Geo. W. Donohtte, Philad. 1830, 3 00 

Wm. S. Loyd, Philad. 1829 & 30, 00 

^Charl^ J. Hill, Rochester, N. Y. 1830, 3 00 
IV. DOWATIOirS TO THE GXNERAL FTTHD. 
Sent by Mr. Wm. Graydon, of Harris- 
burgh, Pa. firom an unknown friend, 10 00 
Johjk Welsh, Junr. 5 00 

tDonations from 2nd. Pres. Ch. Eliza- 
bethtown, New Jersey, vizf— 
Rev. David Magie,JB5— James Crane, 
«l<)^Elfl«h Kellogg, glO-Wm. H. 
Burrough, «1-J. P. B., «2-Mr. 
Meeker, fS9-A widows mite, 50 ets 
—Dr. Davis, era— John Halsey, gl5 
A eoloured wcmian, 01— Another co- 
loured woman, 91— A child, 28 cts. 
Riijiard Tpwnley, £15— Mr. Stone, 
. £^3— D. Magie, Junr., g3, amounting 

in all to . 00 78 

fFrom a Lady, 1 00 

$Geo. Doney, Geneva, N. Y. 1 00 

^A Passenger, 1 50 

iJAlvin Bronscm, Oswego, N. Y. 5 00 

iJDaniel C. Vamine, do* 1 Oo 

(Five Individuals, do. 5 00 

R. Batturs, Phifaid. 5 00 

Stokes Co. N. Carolina, S. S. U. per 

Rev. G. Shober, 15 00 

(Timothy T. Hart, Fabnyra, N. Y. 25 

$Mrs« Chas. J. Hill, Roehester, N. Y^ 
balance of a deposit for benevolent 
> purposes,by F.Lawrence, of N. York, 7 00 
(Contribution in Rochester, N. Y. 12 80 

(H. H. fieelye, Geneva, N. Y. . 2 00 

(Walter Hnbbell, Canandaigua, N. Y. 10 00 
(Dr. Israel Chapin, do. . 10 00 

(Henry How, do. 4 00 

(Henry W. Taylor, do. 4 00 

•D. Boyd, Schenectady, N. Y. 3 00 

*John Constable, do. i 00 

*Dr. A. G. Fonda, do. 1 00 

V. MISSIOITART FUITD, 

Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 
the following Societies JiuxiHary, 

Middletown, Ohio, Baptist S. S. S3 00 

Port William, Ky. S. S. 3 00 

Buck Creek, Ohio, S. S. 3 00 

Amherst Collie Society for advancing 
Sunday-schools in the yaUey of the 
Mississippi, 3 00 

SOlTATIOirs. 
Philadelphia Western S. S. Concert of 

Prayer for June and July, 1830, J3'2 50 

Philada. S. S. Concert of Prayer, for 
July, 1830, of which £^3,55 is fixun 
F. S. S» l«t Presf C}i. 9 53 
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Pfailada, S. S. Coneert of Prayer for 
Aug. 1830, of which 02,92 is ftoin 
F. S. S. 1st Pres. Ch. Cf 9 .91 

YI. D0HATI09B TO THE TAIXBT OT TBS 
XIWI88IVPX rUVD. 
From a member of the fifth Presbyterian 
Ch«reh in PhUadeiphia, his first year** snbAerip* 
lion, Cfioo, Collection in Bridgetoa, N« J. San- 
day^achool^ per Levi Strattoa, S^flft; tFiwn Li^ 
4ies of Woodbury, N. J. to oonstitiate die Rer. 
Charles WiUianison, a life member (in put, 
t; Ten Ladies in Phitedelphia, per A. Henry, 
£sqr. 50; ICatthMs W. Baldwin, PhUad. 90; 
Her. Joseph Huber, Danville, Ky. 1; fCollee- 
tifon in Dr. Perkin's Ch. West Hartfinrd, Conn. 
37,25; Mrs. Rebeeca Gumbes, Philad. SO; $Two 
Friends in New York state, 100; {Rer. Evan 
Johns, Canandaigwa, lO; *Cotlectiom in Cam- 
bridge, Washington Co. N. Y. 4,72; To consti- 
tute Rev. John M. Dickey, a life member by 
ladies of hia congregation. New Castle, DeL 
30; f J. Tappan, of Bostosi, Mass. 10; « A Lady" 
per Rer. Wm. S. Potts, St. Louis, Mo. 30; 
A Lady fhun North Carolina, 10; $Rer. M. P. 
Sqoier, Genera, N. Y. 5; Eliphat Wickes, Ja- 
maica, L. 1. 100. 

In the city of New Fsrik.~Teaohers and Scho- 
lars of Sunday.school, No. 30, by J. Chandler, 
17,93; Z. Hyde, 5; H.T. Anthony,^; M. Morse, 3; 
Collection iu Canal St. Presby. Ch. 103,13; C. J. 
Steadman, 3; H. B. Gwathmey, 25; A. M*Intire, 
100; John Wheelwright, 25; D. B. Moore, 5, M. 5; 
Lewis Philips, 5; Jesse Cady, 2; O. R. Downing, 
10; £. Coit, 5; H. Holden, 25; John High, 50 cts; 
J. W. Leayitt, 200; J. D. Holdbnwk, f; Natba- 
niel Richards, lOf^ J. H. Williams, 5; Wm. 
Whitlock, 100; Henry Holt, 10; Simeao Hyde, 
50; F. Maynard, 5; J. P. Drummond, 5; Samuel 
Oakley, 10; Wm. Kelly, 50; Mrs. T. L. Chester, 
3; S. M. Beachley, 1; S. Mokn, 20; R. Fuller, 
1; J. D. Jacques, 10; Wm. Elliot Lee, 10; Cash, 
1; H. Hinsdale, 5, L. C<nt, 5; James Baker, 30; 
Daniel Munroe, 5; Wm. Colgate, 20? Bowles 
Colgate, 5; Cash, 2; Dr. P. C. Tappan, 5; Cash, 
20; Cash, 1<H T. S. kelson, 25; H. King, 5; E. 
J. DanfiMTth, 5; J. Hyde, 3; Wm. Winterton, 5; 
James Ruthven, 10; W. W. Chester, 100; H. 
Andiew, 25; H. M. 5; A. L. Ely, 25; Alva 
Kimbal, 5; Abraham B. Rich, 5; J. Saxton, 5; 
Samuel Brown, 5; Edward Field, 10; F. A. 
Tracy, 50; Gabriel Havens, 10; Charles Starr, 
25; John Ely, 20; J. W. CUrk, 2; C. O. Hal- 
stead, 100; J. P. Stagg, 5; Be^j. Mortimer, Jr. 
5; John West, 20; John Rankin 50; S. C. 
Lymes, 5; Wm. Couch, 50; Wm. IVhitemore, 
5; T. C. Doremus, 25; Mead Wheeler, 10; Mrs. 
Tappan, 5; Mrs. John Nitchie, 1<^ Mrs. £. 
Loekwood, 5, G. N. Bleeker, 10; Jacob Brow- 
ner, 10; J. L. G. 10; J. B. CochMn, 5; J. A. 
Graham, 3; A. M. L. Scott, 15; J. R. Gibson, 
25; John Mfirse, 5; H. D. Ward, 1; John G. 
Bower, 20; Gordon Bumham, 25; A Subscrib- 
er, 5; Leander Mead, 5; John M'Chain, 5; A 
Kew York Episcopalian 10. 

Charles Ford^ Mocristown, N. J. per Rev. 



A. Barnes, 2; Rer, Stephen Saunders, South 
Saksnr. N. Y. 10; |Geo. H. M*Worther, Oswego, 
N. Y. 5; IH. Niofaola, New Karen, 1; IN. Mar- 
vin, do. 1; tColleetton in Kew Haren, 2,80; 
gColleetiaa in MexieoyUle, N. Y. 1,371; Col- 
lectkm in Meuco, N. Y. 4,06; |Jqhn K. Wells, 
Palusgi, N. Y. 3; |Rer. L. H. Loss, Camden, 
N. Y. Life member, by in&viduals of his con- 
gregation, 32,93|; |Mr. Addington, Utica, N. 
Y. 3; p. H. Smith, do. 3; |J. C. Hastings, do. 
3; |A. B. Johnson, do. 2; |J. W. Doolittle, do. 
10; Mones Bagg, do. 10; H. Hutchinson, do. . 
3; IJohn Bradiah^ do. 90; Wm. B. Gray, do. l; 

II Wm. Curtis, do. 1; | Abraham Yarick, do. 100; 
llSondry Individuals, do. 32. 

ffL^ SiAscriptioru in Norwich CUy^ 
(ConnS-Mn, Harriet Williams, by her hus- 
band, Wm. WilKams, Jr. 30; Wm. P. Green, 
by his own subscription, 30; Joseph Pertdns, 
do. 30; Amos H. Hubbard, do. 30; Russell 
Hubbard, do. 35; Mrs. Jane £. Tnunboll, by 
J. G .W. Trumbull, Daniel L. Trumbull and 
Wm. W. Trumbull, 30; Miss Sarsh L. Hunt- 
ington, by Jabes Huntington, Jed. Hunting- 
ton, 2d: and Edward B. Huntington, 10 each, 
SO; Mrs. Eliza. Gilman, by her husband, Wm. 
C. Gilman, 30; tfColleetioa at the monthly 
Concert of Prayer, in August, 1830, in the 
Rer. Mr. MitchelPs Church, 75,82. 

ffSubocriptioru in Nerarichj CUy {Conn.)— 
Rev. Daniel Henninway, £^5; John L. Buswell, 
5; A SabbatlMohool Chus,and their Teaehers, 
(the fi-uit of self-denial,) 10, Bible Ckss in Fe- 
male Academy, 10; Horace Colton, 3; Jedediah 
Perkins, 2, Erastus Coit, 3, Arther F. Gilman, 
5; Mrs. Jabez Huntington, M; Miss Sarah 
Anne Huntington, 10; Rer. Chas. Hyde, 0; 
Worthington Hooker, 3; Bei\}. R. Vaugfaan, 
1; Freeman LoveU, 3; Mrs. Peter Lanman, 3; 
Mn. Mary H. Bull, 2; Miss Abbey Lanrolm, 1, 
I^iiss Trumbull, 1; Miss Bull, 1; Geo. B. Rip- 
ley, 5; Bei\). Coit. 2; Miss Sarah Breed, 5; 
Mrs. F. A. Perkins, 10; Miss Sarah C. Lan- 
man, 4;. Miss Harriet Lanman, 4; Miss Joanna 

B. Lanman, 2; Miss Elizabeth Paiker, 1; Miss 
Aramenta Kenne, 2; Rer. Alfred MitebeU, 11, 
Mrs. Abby W. Hubbard, 5, Miss Eunico Wil- 
liams, 1, Miss Mary H* Hubbard, 2; Miss Ju- 
liet Hubbard, 2. tfContribution in First So^ 
ciety of Norwich, (Conn.) 38,42. tfCollcction 
at Rer. Mr. M^Ewen's church in New London, 
(Conn.) 41. 

tYLife Subecriptione in New London (Conn.) 
— Thos. W. Williams, his own subscription, 
30; Miss LucretiaS. Vl^lliams, by her father, 
T. W. WUliams, 30; Wm. Perkms Wilttams, 
by his father, T. W. Williams, 30; Bei\|amin 
Brown, his own subscription, 30; Rer. Abel 
M*£w^, by Miss Lucy M. Woodtaridge, 30. 

t Per Rev. Robert Baird, Gen. Agent. 
t Per Rer. J. B. Adams, ftfissionary. 
§ Per Rer. B. Foster Pratt, Agent 
II Per Rer. 1, Beecher, Agent. 
Y Per Rer. R. B. Campfield, Agent. 
* Per Rer. Jsaae M*Ilvaine, Agent. 
tt Per Rer. Dr. Skinner, Agenu 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN GREAT BllITAlN. 



In the last namber of oqr Magazine 
we gave an abstract of the Report of 
the London Sunday-School Union.^- 
We have read with great care and 
pleasure the proceedings at the Anni* 
versaries, (though the speeches have 
evidently suffered in the hands of the 
reporter,) and have extracted such 
passages as seem to be of general in- 
terest. Dr. Milnor's remarks, as we 
have published them, have passed un- 
der his revision. 

The custom of assembling at an early 
hour in the morning ' for anniversary 
services, is peculiar, we believe, to 
Great Britain. 

The services at the annual meeting 
of the London Sunday-School Union 
were attended on Tuesday May 11. 

At ax o'clock a very numerous and 
lughly respectable company sat down 
to breakfast, and from thence retired 
to the large room, every part of which 
was crowded to suffocation. G. Ben- 
nett, Esq. prefflded on the occasion. 

Solemn prayer having been offered 
up to Almighty God for his blessing 
upon the Institution, 

The churmao rose and sud, that the 
pleasure he felt in bang allowed to 
assemble at that early hour, witli so 
muiy fellow4abourers in the cause of 
Chnst — ^in the cause of humanity, ex- 
ceeded his powers of expression. What 
he had seen and heard that morning, 
had carried his recollections back to 
the South Sea Islands, where it was 
* the perpetual order of the day to as- 
semble at sunriae, for the purpose of 
instructing the youthful mind, of read- 
ing tlie Word of God, and communi- 

VoL. VII.— 37 



eating the principles of Divine Truth 
--Kluties which were always preceded 
by a song of praise. 

This metropolis always appeared to 
him a busy scene. He had returned 
home from parts of the world where 
there was a great paucity of inhabitants 
compared with the city of London. 
London reminded him of a vast bee- 
hive, where all were labourers — but, 
alas \ it was impossible to avojd seeing 
that there were many poison-making 
bees among those labourers. On the 
present occasion, however, he rejoiced 
to 9ee before him a multitude of ho- 
ney-making bees in the Christian hive, 
all industriously employed in that 
which sweetened society wherevet 
their influence extended. That influ- 
ence had extended over a considera- 
ble portion of the earth ; and through 
the blessing of God pn the exertions 
of missionaries, many of the darkest 
parts of the world had become en- 
lightened and ehristianized. He must 
bear his decided testimony in favour 
of Sabbath-Schools ; for it was an un- 
deniable fact, that the most successful, 
the most devoted, and the most humble 
missionaries, had formerly been Sun- 
day-School teachers (applause), and 
many of them Sunday-School scholars. 
The same testimony could be borne to 
the wives of missionaries. He had en- 
deavoured to charge his recollection 
with a single instance where the wife 
of a missionary, who had received her 
religious instruction in a Sunday-school, 
was not co-operating to the extent of 
her abilities in promoting the interests 
of piety \ but no such instance occur- 
red to his mind. 

Mr. Lloyd, one of the Secretaries, 
then read an abstract of the Report, 
which gave a sketch of the state of 
Sunday-Schools in France, Germany, 
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PMIidft, 8. 8. C«aMrt of Prayer for 
Aaff. Itao, of mhiA 02,92 is fttm 
F. S. 8. 1st Prci. Ck. g9 .01 

VL DOHATIOVt TO TBS VAUBT OT THX 
XIWIMIVPI rUHO. 
Fra« a ncmher of the fifth Prfhjvtnan 
Chweh is PhlMdplua, hit ftntTcai^ Mhierip- 
lion, «100,Collcctk» IB Bridfrtoa, N<. J. Son. 
day^whool, per Lerl Strtttoa, 9^ tFnm La. 
4ies of WoodbuTf, N. J. to eowthhitfe the Rer. 
Charfei WilK a wnn , a life me»ber (ia pait, 
•) Ten Ladiea m Philadelphaa, per A. Hcnrj, 
£«4r. Ms MatthiM W. Baldwin, PhUad. 90; 
Ker. Jowph Haher, DaaTiUe, Ky. 1; fCoUee- 
ta«i fai Dr. Perkin'8 Ch. West Hartlbrd, Conn. 
S7^; Mrs. Reheeoa Gumhes, Phihid. 10; $Two 
.Prienda in New York stale, 100; {Rer. Evan 
Johns, Canandaigna, 10; 'CoUeetioa in Cam- 
hridge, WasUngtoa c^ N. Y. 4,7«i To eonsti- 
tme Rer. John M. Dickey, a life member by 
ladies of his eongicgaiion. New Castle, DeL 
30; V. Tappan, of Boston, Mass. 10; « A Lady** 
per Rer. Wm. S. Potts, St. Louis, Mo. 30; 
A Lady ftom North Carolina, 10; jRev. Bi. P. 
Sqoier, Genera, N. Y. 5; EUphat Wickes, Ja- 
maica, L. L 100. 

In the city •fifew FsrA^Teachers and Seho- 
iars of Sunday.Mhool, No. 3fl, by J. Chandler, 
17,93) Z. Hyde, 5; H.T. Anthony,^; M. Morws, 3; 
Collection iu Canal St. Prcsby. Ch. 108,13; C. J. 
Steadman, 3; H. B. Gwathroey, 36; A. M'Intire, 
100; John Wheelwright, 35; D. B. Moore, f, M. 5; 
I^vis Philips, 0; Jesse Cady, S; O. R. Downing, 
10; E. Coat, 5; H. HoMen, 25; John High, 50 cts; 
J. W. Leaytt^ 90O; J. D. HoUbrook, 5; Natha- 
niel Richards, 100; J. H. WiHiams, 5; Wnw 
%Vhitlock, 100; Henry Holt, 10; Simeon Hyde, 
50; F. Ma}-nardf 5; J. P. Drummond, 5; Samoel 
Oakley, 10; Wm. Kelly, 50; Mrs. T. L. Chests, 
3; S. M. Bcaehtey, 1; S. Mofaui, 20; R. Fuller, 
1; J. D. Jacques, 10; Wm. Elliot Lee, 10; Ca«h, 
]; H. Hinsdale, 5, L. Coh, 5; James Baker, 20; 
Daniel Munroe, 5; Wm. Colgate, 90;* Bowles 
Colgate, 5; Cash, 2; Dr. P. C. Tappui, 5; Cash, 
20; Cash, 10; T. S. iJelson, 25; H. King, 5; E. 
J. Danforth, 5; J. Hyde, 3; Wm. Wintcrton, 5j 
James Ruihven, 10; W. W, Clicstcr, loO; H. 
Andrew, 25; H. M. 5; A. L. Ely, 25; Alva* 
Kimbal, 5; Abi-aham B- Hich, 5; j. Saxton, 5; 
Samuel BroMn, 5; Edward Field, lO; F. A.* 
Tracy, 50; Gabriel Havens, lO; Charles Starr 
25; John EI), 20; J. W, Clark, 2; CO. Hal' 
stead, 100; J. P. Stagg, 5; Benj. Mortimer, Jr. 
§1 John West, 30; Jolin Rankin 50; S. C, 
Lymes, 5; Wm, Couch, 50; Wm. Whitemore* 
5; T. C. Doremus, 25; Mead Wheeler, lo; Mrs! 
Tappan, S\ Mrs. John Nitchie, lO; Mrs. fi] 
Lockwood, 5, G. N. Bleeker, lo; Jacob Brow- 
ner, 10; J. L. G. 10; J. B. Coehran, 5; J. A 
Graham, 3; A. M. L. Scott, 15; j. u. Gibson! 
25; John Mwse, 5; H. D. Wai-d, 1; John G. 
Bower, 20; Gordon Bumham, 25; A Subscrilv 
er, 5; Leander Mead, 5; John M'Chain, 5- a 
Xew York Episcopalian 10. 

Charicfi Ford, Morristown, N. j. pey 



A. Bamesy 9; Rer, Stephen Saunders, South 
Salenfc N. Y. 10; |Geo. H. M*Worther, Oswego, 
N. T. 5; IB. Kiohtola, New Haren, 1; |N. Mar- 
vin, do. 1; ICoUeetka in New Haven, S,80| 
IColleetMn in Mexicorille, N. Y. l,37i; Col- 
lectkm in Meaieo, N. Y. 4,06; IJohn K. Wdls, 
Pahisgi, N. Y. 3; |Rev. L. H. Loss, Camden, 
N, Y. Life member, by individuals of his eon* 
grefatkm, 32,93J; |Mr. Addington, Utica, N. 
Y. 3; |J. H. Smidk, do. 3; |J. C. Hastings, do. 
3; lA. B. Johnson, do. 2; |J. W. DoolitUc, do. 
10; Morses Bagg, do. 10; H. Hutdiinson, do. 
3; Mohn Bradish, do. 90; Wm. B. Gray, do. 1; 
II Wm. Cnrtis, do. 1; | Abraham Yariek, do. 100; 
llSondry Indiyiduals, do. 32. 

"WL^ SiAicriptiotu in Norwich City^ 
(Csnn.>-Mrs. Harriet Williams, by her hus- 
band, Wm. WUliams, Jr. 30; Wm. P. Green, 
by his own subscription, 30; Joseph Perkins, 
do. 30; Amos H. Hubbard, do. 30; Russell 
Hubbard, do. 35; Mrs. Jane E. Tmmball, by 
J. G .W. TrumbuU, Daniel L. Trumbull and 
Wm. W. Trumbull, 30; Miss Sarah L. Hunt- 
ington, by Jabes Huntington, Jed. Hunting- 
ton, 9d: and Edward B. Huntington, 10 each, 
30; Mn. Eliza. Gilman, by her husband, Wm. 
C. Gihnan, 30; ttCoIlectioo at the monthly 
Concert of Prayer, in August, 1830, in the 
Rey. Mr. Mitcheirs Church, 75,82. 

tfSub*cripHont in Norwich, City (Conn*)— 
Rev. Daniel Renninway, £5; John L. Buswell, 
5; A SabbatlMohool Chus,and their Teachers, 
(the fruit of seUktenial,) 10, ffible Class in Fe- 
male Academy, 10; Horace Colton, 3; Jedediah 
Perldns, 2, Erastns Coit, 3, Arther F. Gilman, 
5; Mrs. Jabez Huntington, M; Miss Sarah 
Anne Huntington, 10; Rev. Chas. Hyde, 6; 
Worthington Hooker, 3; Bcnj. R. Vaughan, 
1; Freeman Lovell, 3; Mrs. Peter Lawman, 3; 
Mrs. Mary H. Bull, 2; Miss Abbey Lanraan, 1, 
Miss TrumbuU, 1; Miss Bull, 1; Geo. B. Rip- 
ley 5; Benj. Coit. 2; Miss Sa^ah Breed, 5; 
Mrs. F. A. Perkins, 10; Miss Sarah C. Lan- 
man, 4;. Miss Harriet Lanman, 4; Miss Joanna 
B. Lauman, 2j Miss Elizabeth Parker, l; Miss 
Aramenta Kenne, 2; Rev. Alfred Mitchell, 11, 
Mrs. Abby W. Hubbard, 5, Miss Eunica Wil- 
liams, 3, Miss Mary H. Hubbard, 2; Miss Ju- 
liet Hubbai-d, 2. tfContribntion in First So- 
ciety of Norwich, (Conn.) 38,42. ffCoUection 
at Rev. Mr. M^Ewen'a church in New London, 
(Conn.) 41. 

^ -ft Life Subscriptions in Knv London (Conn,) 
Thos. w. Williams, his own subscription, 
^; Miss Lucmtia S, WilUaras, by her father, 
1 . W. Williams, 30; Win. Perkins WilliAms, 
J>y l"s father, T. w. Williams, 30; Benjamin 
iimwn. Jus own subscription, 30; Rev. Ab. 1 
M*Eweii, by Miss Lucy M, — " * " -" 

t Per Kev. Roliert ] 
t Per Rev, J^ 
^ Per ] 
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jitltM, New South Wales, Van Die- 
mtn's land. Cape of Good Hope, the 
United States of America, Canada, 
jifova Scotia, Newfoundland and tlie 
West Indies. [And a sketch of which 
we published in our last number.] 

The Rev. J. Blackburne moved the 
adoption of the Report, &c. &c. The 
establishment of the Sunday-School 
Mission he regarded to be a new era 
in Sunday-School history^ and while 
he most sincerely cong^tulated the 
agent on what had already been the 
result of his labours, he predicted still 
greater usefubiess. When he (Mr. B.) 
entered upon the duties of the pastoral 
office in a county distinguished cer- 
tainly for intelligence (Essex), he 
found that there was no Sunday-School 
connected with the chapell He made 
it one of the stipulations in taking the 
ciiarge of the flock, that a Sunday- 
School should be founded. There 
was a second point in the Report which 
he had heard with great interest, and 
that was the subject of the jubilee. 
He trusted that God would spare his 
life to see the 14th September, 1831, 
that he might rejoice with those who 
would rejoice in what God had done 
for this country through the instru- 
mentality of Sunday-Schools. Let 
every one who had a doubt upon that 
subject read " Foster's Essays on Popu- 
lar Ignorance," and he would see that 
the establishment of Sunday-Schools 
was the period when light beg^n to be 
extensively diffused. He trusted that 
every congregation would seek to 
adopt th6 idea thrown out in the Re- 
port, by which the Sabbath would be 
devoted to Bible instruction. That 
mode had been adopted in the Kew 
England States of America, and he 
trusted it would be adopted here. But 
the question naturally arose, were the 
teachers prepared for such a change ? 
Were they prepared to occupy four or 
five hours on the Sabbath in simply 
expounding God's work ? Had not 
the teachers much to learn, in order 
to fit them for occupying that portion 
of time in imparting such information 
to the children? He congratulated 
the committee on the discrimination 
they had shown in asking the Rev. H. 
F. Burder to write the address on Bi- 
ble classes. He hoped that every 
teacher would form a Bible class. He 



had found some of the most delightful 
feelings of his heart realized in the 
formation of Bible classes. He had, 
from those who formed two Bible 
classes in his congregation, experi- 
enced the most anectionate regard ; 
and if his brethren in the ministry, 
who had not hitherto made the expe- 
riment, would adopt the plan, they 
would find it throw an increased ener- 
^ into Sabbath-School labours. He 
would not trespass long on the patience 
of the meeting, but he must begper- 
missioh to advert to another subject, 
namely, the formation of local schools. 
His connexion with the Christian In- 
struction Society constantly impressed 
upon his mhid the necessity of local 
instruction. Poor, ragged, squalid 
children, without shoes, and almost 
without clothing, were never likely 
to mingle in those respectable esta- 
blishments, which were now formed 
for Sunday-Schools; and he, therefore, 
entreated the teachers to look out for 
rooms in the very localities of those 
children. The Christian Instruction 
Society had seen the greatest benefits 
resulting (as many around him could 
testify) from those local schools. 

The Rev. J. Pyer, (from Manches- 
ter), said he had been introduced as a 
clerical character, but he was, in fact, 
a Sunday-School teacher. Had it not 
been for that circumstance, he must 
have yielded to that nervousness which 
he felt conung over him, when he was 
called upon to stand before the meet- 
ipg that morning. While reflecting 
upon the object for which they were 
convened, two questions had arisen in 
hb mind — ^first, what necessity was 
there for Sunday-Schools? and, se- 
condly, had Sunday-Schools been of 
any essential ^benefit in this or any 
other land? It might appear strange 
to put such questions to such an au- 
dience; but it must be remembered, 
that what was said there would gt> 
forth to the world, ^nd the public at 
large would hear of the transactions of 
that morning. He would bring before 
the meeting facts, ^hich, to every un- 
prejudiced' mind. Would show that 
Sunday-School instruction was abso- 
lutely necessary for the information of 
the public ijnind on the great subject 
of correct mbral prffccipl^, as well as 
the value of the human soul. He held 
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in his hand a book of tracts, containing 
one from which he would read a short 
extract. The tract was written by -the 
ordinary of Newgate, and stated that, 
observing twelve young men in that 
part of the chapel appropriated to 
condemned criminals, much better 
dressed than was customary under 
such circumstances, his attention was 
drawn towards them, and he observed 
that not one of them took up the pray- 
er-book. He ifiadc it his business to 
see them on the following day, M^hen 
he found that none of them were able 
to read. The ordinary concluded his 
tract by observing that he generally 
found criminals in the darkest state of 
ignorance; that the rishig generation 
could not be rendered worse by being 
instocted to read, and therefore it was 
their duty to communicate instruction, 
and leave the result to God. (Cheers.) 
Henee the first proposition was made 
clear. In reference to the second 
point, whether Sunday-Schools had 
been of any essential benefit, in this or 
other .lands, the Rev. Gentleman ob- 
served,^ that he would refer to facts, 
which he doubted not would be more 
gratifying to the meeting than a pro- 
sing speech. He remembered visiting 
the district of Kingswood, near Bristol, 
where he found from eight to nine 
hundred families all engaged in the 
coal works. No means were employed 
for the moral and religious instruction 
of that people, and though within five 
miles of the far-famed city of Bristol, 
the land of Goshen so far aa regarded 
the enjoyment of Gospel privileges, 
the people were literally perishing for 
lack • of knowledge. Himself and 
friends commenced their labours by 
preaching in the open air. They then 
established Sunday-Schools, and 270 
children immediately enrpUed them- 
selves. From a wish expressed by the 
parents, an Adult School was formed, 
and 70 persons, whose ages varied 
from 20 to 80 years, immediately at- 
tended. It being found necessary to 
raise funds for the support of the 
schools, an application was made to the 
collifers themselves, who cheerfully 
subscribed their shilling, or whatever 
they could afford. They then applied 
to several 'gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood, among whom was a magistrate. 
After listening with great pleasure to 
their statement, he (the magistrate) 



expressed his highest approbation of 
the exertions that had been made, and 
added that for fifteen years not a sin- 
gle session occurred in which there 
were not some prisoners for trial from 
that neighbourhood; but within the 
last twelve months, not a single com- 
mitment had taken place. (Applause.) 
He attributed the change entirely to 
the results of Sunday-School insti'iic- 
tion; and, therefore, cheerfully con- 
tributed towards the promotion of the 
object. Subsequently tc that period, 
a Bible Society had been formed, and 
another Sabbath-School evened. The 
Rev. Gentleman, after narrating ano- 
ther anecdote, equally illustrative of 
the beneficial results arising from Sun- 
day-School instruction, concluded by 
urging upon the consideration of the 
meeting the necessity of establishing 
Infant-schools in connexion with Sab- 
bath-Schools. 

The Rev. Dr. Milnor of New York, 
said, that among all the benevolent 
objects that engaged the attention of 
Christians, none was more valuable 
than Sunday-Schools. So universal, 
indeed, was the feeling in their favour, 
that they had no enemies except the 
enemies of Chiist and his religion; and 
as they were the enemies of every thing 
good, they were the enemies of Sunday 
Schools. Even the Roman Catholics 
had established Sunday-Schools, and 
though in them he feared the children 
were taught little but the intolerant 
and corrupt dogmas of their own 
church, that, perhaps, was better than 
that they should run like vagabonds 
about the streets. The effects of 
Sunday-School instruction in America 
had been most remarkable. In New 
York, where he resided, the streets 
used to be crowded with ragged and 
idle children, engaged in all manner of 
wickedness, few of them attending a 
place of rehgious worship; but now 
not many would be met on Sunday in 
the streets, who were not either going 
to, OS returning from a place of wor- 
ship. Such, indeed, were the benefits 
that had arisen from this source, that 
even tliose whose philanthropy had 
notliing in view but the imprbvement 
of the social state of man, were now 
co-operating with them, not for the 
purpose of imparting religious know- 
ledge so much as because they thus 
secure the peace and happiness of civil 
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society^ The Rev. Gentleman then 
read the resolution of the Sunday- 
School Union in America, commis- 
sioning him to represent them to the 
members of the London Society. The 
effect of such interchanges of fellow- 
ship and cqmmumon would be, he ho- 
ped, to cement a bond of union be- 
tween the two nations, and make the 
policy qS their governments more pa- 
cific towards each other than hereto- 
fore. The results of constant inter- 
communication, not only of Sunday- 
Schools, but of another reli^ous in- 
stitutions in England and America, 
would be to allay any bitterness of 
feeling that might exist — ^though he 
hoped that there was exceedingly little 
of it^— between the two countries. If 
there be any two cou^itries on the face 
of the earth that ought to be bound to- 
gether by the bon£ of fraternal affec- 
tion^ they were the United States of 
America and Great Britain. We speak 
the same lan^age^ we have the same 
common Chnstianity ; and both our go- 
vernments, though differing in some 
of their forms, are based on the same 
principle; and both enjojr a Protestant 
constitution. The sentiment which 
he haa advanced was gaining more 
and more in American, as well as in 
British bosoms. The American Sun- 
day-School Union was established in 
the State of Pennsylvania, in 1824. 
Not that Sunday-Schools had not ex- 
isted long before, but they had not, 
till that period, concentrated their 
energies mto one focus. The Union 
had in its boar^^ of managers members 
of seven different persuasions. The 
object it had in view was the planting 
of Sunday-Schools wherever there was 
a population, ^n May last, they had 
5,901 schools, 162,663 teachers; and 
349,200 scholai-s^ Since its establish- 
ment, they had distributed 6,000,000 
of reward books, and other publica- 
tions. The next fact was a most plea- 
sing one, and he understood that it had, 
to a great extent, been realized in this 
country; they had no hired teachers in 
America; all the compensation they 
received was, the satisfaction of their 
own minds. In all places their^schools 
were conducted by well qualified per- 
sons, and children of aU classes attend- 
ed them. In the original establishment 
of these institutions, they were con- 
sidered by many as adapted merely 



for the lowest classes. Had it been 
so, they would soon have found that 
anomalous state of things arising, in 
which the poor would have been bet- , 
ter informed on religious subjects than, 
the rich. This was not to be brooked; 
a holy emulation was excited in the 
minds of parents, and the beneficial 
and heavenly influences of Sabbatic 
School instruction had been enjoyed 
equally by all — ^by t)ie rich as weU as 
by the poor. The Ainerican Sunday- 
School Union, within the last ten 
months, had experienced a regular 
increase, both in its receipts and in 
its expendituries; and from its first esta- 
blishment, fiife, years ago, 9,758 scho- 
lars had mad6 a public profession of 
religion. This was indeed a glorious 
harvest for the Lord, and would form 
a theme of joy for ever. He had the 
distinguished honour of being the pre- 
sident of the Sunday-School Union of 
New York, and each revolving year 
he had no greater pleasure than to 
meet the children of the schools in that 
condition. On this very day would be 
assembled in Castle Ganlen, in the city 
of New York, more than 10,000 chil- 
dren, whom it had often been his hap- 
piness to address, and whose delight- 
ful voices, lifted up in pi|;aisefor bene- 
fits bestowed upon them, and in sup- 
plication for their teachers, had as often 
gladdened his heart. Something had 
been said about the secular employ- 
ment of the Sabbath in Sunday-School 
instruction, > but he would just state, 
that in. America they had at first been 
driven to the necessity of teaching on 
the Lord's day the art of reading, or of 
abandoning their Sunday-Schools. In 
tlie middle and northern States, in* 
deed, the local legislatures had made 
such ample provision for the instruc- 
tion of every child in the common ele- 
ments of learning, as now to enable- 
Sunday-School teachers to confine 
thernselvesto scriptural instruction. In 
New York there were eleven large 
schools, each containing from 300 to 
500 children, who were taught the 
rudiments of ordinary education^ He 
was happy to say tliat there were no 
slaves in New York — the spirit of 
emancipation had been too prevalent 
there, and every black man was as 
free as his white neighbour. In the 
southern States there were many 
slaves, who, on escapuigfrom bondage* 
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or being manuimtted by benevolent 
masters, were forced to seek an asylum 
with them in the northern States. It 
had been their object to redeem ,them 
from their unhappy ign<»^mce of Christ 
and his religion. Sunday-Schools had 
been established, and they had re- 
ceived into them blacks at the ad- 
vanced ages of sixty, seventy, or 
eighty years, who were now able to 
read the wokI of God. It must greatly 
astonish those West India proprietors 
who had denounced them as an infe- 
rior race of men, and possessed of no 
capacities for instruction, to find that 
not only were their little children able 
to tal^e instruction, but s^ that aged 
blacks, who had passed their youth in 
slavery, were receiving lessons at the 
hands of their teachers, and becoming 
wise unto salvation. Dr. Milnor then 
observed that the schools which be 
had enumerated, were not the only 
schools existing in America. The 
Wesleyan Methodists had 9> large 
Union of their own, which was very 
numerous and efficient. The Episco- 
palians had likewise formed a Union, 
but, though he was an Episcopalian, 
the schools of his congregation having 
been previously connected with the 
American Sunday School Union, con- 
tinued in that connexion ; believing 
that as they were united in the Bible 
Society, and united in the Tract Soci- 
ety, there was no reason why they 
should nut unite heart and hand in the 
promotion of Sunday-Schools.* 

The Rev. Dr. P. Smith trusted that 
he should be indulged while he ex- 
pressed some feelings which had been 
excited in his mind since he had en- 
tered that room. The addresses pre- 
viously delivered had not been characr 
terised by speculation, but consisted 
of facts; and he could not be insensi- 
ble to the association of facts which 
arose in his mind from tlie circum- 
stance of his friend and townsmai^ oc- 
cupying the chair. The chairman 
must permit him to say, that they had 
known each other for years, and under 



* It ifl well undcrMtood) that a large number 
of the schools cunnected with the Episcopal and 
Methodist denominations, are auxiliary to the 
Am. S. S. Union. And tliat while both these 
denominatiohd paiticipate fully in the manage- 
ment of the Society's affairs, they furuish aome 
of its most active, liberal and ardent fiienda* 



very different circumstances to those 
in which they had now met. (Hear, 
hear.) The chairman was, in his (Dr. 
S's.^ imagination, in all the vigour of 
a military officer. They were formerly 
members of th^ same reading society. 
The Rev. Dr. then refbrred to Mr. 
James Montgomery^ the poet, and to 
another genUeman, all of whom were 
connected with the same literary so- 
ciety, and traced up their first reli- 
gious impressions to hearing the chil- 
dren taught in the late Rev. Mr. Bow- 
den's Sunday-School in Sheffidd. 

Mr. J. R. Wilson, the Sunday-Scliool 
Missionary, in seconding the resolution, 
observed that in rising to address so 
numerous and respectable an assem- 
bly, his excellent friend from Man- 
chester might well feel the nervous- 
ness of which he complained. Happily 
for himself (Mr.* W.^ he was not trou- 
bled with it; and ne might say with 
propriety, as an elderly lady once ob- 
served, *'that she was bom before 
nerves came into fashion." (Laup^h- 
ter and applause.) Before proceedmg 
further,he begged to ask the chairman 
what time would be allowed him to 
speak; as, upon the subject of Sunday- 
Schools, he dare not trust to himseu. 
This was the age of condensation; 
every thing now, whether spoken or 
written, to be heard or read with pa- 
tience, must be brief and to the point. 
The Secretary, Mr. Lloyd, had set one 
good example, in the Condensation cf 
the report, the details of which re- 
minded him of a despatch sent by a g^- 
lant admiral, after a signal naval victo- 
ry, in the reign of Geo. II., which was 
to this effect — ^that on a certaia day in 
such a latitude, « He had met with 
the enemy, and had blown up, sunk, 
and destroyed as per margin," adding 
a list of the ships, and ngnmg his name. 
(Applause and Laughter.) 

The Rev. C. M'llvaine, (from Ame- 
rica), moved the next resolution, and 
assured the meeting, that however 
America had been blessed by God in 
many points connected with the spi- 
ritusd welfare of its inhabitants, there 
were others in which this countiy took 
a most decided lead. He particularly 
noticed Sabbath-School insti'uctton, 
tract distribution, and tlie eflbrts made 
by the Christian Instruction S6ciety, 
and earnestly entreated that a depu- 
tation might be sent from this countiy 
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to America, for the purpose of im- 
porting infonAation upon these impor- 
tant subjects. After confirming the 
above statements of his colleague, 
(tlie Rev. Dr. Milnor,) relative to the 
progress of education in America, he 
concluded by relating several anec- 
dotes illustrative of the moral effects 
resulting from the diffusion of religious 
knowledge. 

The Rev. Dr. Bennett moved the 
next resolution, to the effect, that the 
proceedings of the past year, showed 
that the Sunday-School mission was 
calculated to promote the interests of 
the Union throughout the kingdom. 
It was a glance at eternity which cre- 
ated the impulse in Sunday-School 
teachers, and kept the whole machl> 
nery in motion. He was reminded that 
the most sublime work of tlie Creator 
was not -simply creating, but illumi- 
nating the world $ for what was it 
merely to make a world, without form 
s^nd void, and covered with dal*kness? 
It was when God said, " Let light be, 
and light was,** that the glory of his 
works burst forth, and we exclaimed— • 

*< These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this universal frame, 
Thiu wondrous fair; thyself how wondrous 
then!" 

The Rev. S, Wilson, from Malta, 
seconded the, resolution. The Rev. 
gentleman commenced his observa- 
tions by remarking upon the length of 
some of the speeches that had been 
made, and especially on some of the 
exordiums to them. He said that some 
of these had reminded him of the con- 
duct of. a literary man, who had writ- 
ten a preface of nxty-nine pages and a 
half to prove that no preface was ne- 
cessary. (Laughter.) The speaker 
then adverted to his resolution, and 
said, that commp^ from that rock where 
Paul was wrecked, and having, stood 
on the very spot at Athens where that 
g^eat Apostle had stood, when he be- 
gan that admirable sermon — " Ye men 
of Athens, I perceive that ih all things 
ye are too superstitious;" coming fi-om 
a land so distant, I may call myself 
called upon, not to pliilosophise or 
theorise, but to detail one or two sim- 
ple facts— facts designed to bear tes- 
timony to substantiate the importance 
"of the labours of the Sunday-School 
Union, and lliose connected with it. 



He wished to speak a word for Greece, 
which was dear to his heart, and as he 
believed that he should soon return to 
that interesting people, he would be 
deprived of advocating their cause 
with his voice. Greece was now rising 
into importance. England, France, 
and Russia, had, by meir influence, 
ssdd to Greece, " Thou shaltbe free!" 
Now, then, the Sunday-School teach- 
ers and Missionaries must go forth and 
say, « If the Son of man shall make 
you free, yoii shall be free indeed.** 
(Cheers.) The Greeks th^nsdves 
were extreilnely annous for science, 
and he found that there were many 
benevolent friends in England who 
were collecting large sums of money 
to promote in Greece, not religion, but 
science. He was not an enemy to sci- 
ence, but he would say, that if Greece 
should become as eminent in science 
as in ancient days; if she knew all the 
plants and herbs in her wild and beauti- 
ful fields, what would it avail her if she 
knew nothing of the root of Jesse ? 
If she could number and name all the 
stars in the fields of light, what would 
it avail her if she knew not the star of 
Jacob } It was to advocate the cause 
of Greece that he had risen, and he 
would, therefore, proceed to relate a 
few facts, to show how far the exertions 
of the Christian churches were neces- 
sary to serve the real interests of 
Greece, and the adjoining islands; The 
Rev. gentleman then detailed a num- 
ber of striking and affecting anecdotes, 
illustrative ofthe ignorance and super* 
stition of the people of Greece and 
Malta, and argued that they showed 
the necessity for Sunday-Schools in the 
Mediterranean, . to raise the prostrate 
mind and degraded energies ofthe 
people. But if education was thus 
needed abroad, he asked, how it was to 
be afforded? It was part of God's 
governance of thfe church and the 
world to make use of second causes. 
Missionaines must go forth, and schools 
must be established, but neither could 
be done unless the means were pro- 
vided. There must — ^in plain English 
— there must be money; there coukl 
be no realization of that grand object — 
glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace and good-will toward man, 
without the prayers and contributions 
ofthe Christian public. 
I'he Rev. Mr. Fan-ar felt persuaded 
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that it was within the scope of the in- 
tentions of the gentlemen upon whom 
the getting up of that meeting had de^ 
volved, to recommend by a detail of 
matters of fact, a . recommendation 
which some tin>e ago emanated from 
the Committee of the Sunday-School 
Union, on the subject of Bible classes. 
(Hear.) As an individual he felt much 
indebted to the gentlemen of that Com- 
mittee for their su^estions. They 
had TCcaUed his mmd to a subject 
from which he feared it had been king 
too much estranged. It. had just been 
stated that Bible classes existed in Lan- 
cashire sixteen years ago; he (Mr. F.) 
did not know that to have been the 
fact, but he recollected that many 
years since he had .himself remar)ced 
the want of a connecting link between 
thOvSunday-School and the Church in 
his own congregation; and from the 
remark he bad been led to attempt to 
supply it. A Bible class appeared the 
thing to form that (connecting link, 
and hence he had been led to its for- 
mation. This was about ten years 
»nce, and the result had been, that 
out of i»venteen persons who joined 
the class, nine became members of the 
Church, and most of them remained at 
the present day as ornaments of the 
Christian profession. (Cheers.), He 
was encouraged by the recollection of 
this circumstance, to hope that the 
adoption of Bible classes would be at- 
tended with similar results in future; 
and being thus encouraged, he was 
himself determined to re-adopt them 
immediately. He had already sig^fied 
his intention to that effect, and had, 
witlun two or three days, received the 
names of seve|<al who were desirous to 
avail themselves of the advantages 
which they promised. 

TheBev. Mr. Hewlett, of Newbury, 
seconded the resolution in a short 
speech, in which he urged upon his 
^ brethren in the ministry the adoption 
of Bible classes. If they wished to 
see the members of their churches in- 
creased, Sunday-School < instructors 
multiplied, and souls converted to be- 
come effective labourers in the vine- 
yard of Christ, thev would not disre- 
gard these as one of 6ie most powerful 
means, under God, of effeetiiig these 
things. 

The Chairman afler a short time 



announced that 50/. had been raised; 
and th^ Meeting, afler singing 

^ Pmise Oodfirom whom all bleasuigs flow," 
separated, evidently much delighted 
by the proceedings of the morning. 

SirilDAT-SCBOOL SOCIXTT. 

The Forty-fourth Annual Meeting 
of the Society for the Support and 
Encouragement of Sunday-Schools 
throughout the British dominions, was 
held April 28. The most noble the 
Marquis of Cholmoniielst in the 
Chair. This Society was established 
Sept T, 1785, immediately after the 
success of Mr. Bmkesvf^A made known 
through the Gentleman's Magazine, at 
that time the roost popular and widely 
circulated journal in England. Its 
establishment occasioned the following 
remark from William Fox, in a letter 
toMr.Raikes, Sept. 2, 1785:— "The 
fire which you had the honour to light 
up in Gloucester having now reached 
the Metropolis; will, I trust, never be 
extinguished but with the ignorance of 
every individual throughout the king- 
dom." 

The object of the Siinday-School 
Society is distinct from the Sunday- 
School Union, and seems to be to aid 
Schools by donations, and not to esta- 
bUsh them, or furnish the means of 
establishing them. We suppose, how- 
ever, from the following remark in a 
speech by Mr. Wilson, a Sunday-Schoo^ 
Missionary, at the Sunday-School 
Union Anniversary, that a uiuon of the 
two societies is considered by some to 
be desirable. 

" He (Mr. W.) had often contem- 
plated the state of the two Societies 
m thi^ kingdom-^he meant the Sun- 
day-School Society and the Sunday- 
School Union. The former, though 
wealthy, doling out its few hundi^ 
pounds worth of books annually to 
poor schools, and occasionally assisting 
individuals in establishing a feW new 
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'schools) but n^^tini^ to use the only 
legitimate machinery for providing 
every part of the kingdom with sehoob. 
And on the other hand, the Sundsy- 
School Union, willing and anxious to 
employ the means, but unable to do 
80 from its limited resources. Alas! 
that the two Societies, haying the 
nine objects, should not unite their 
means and energies to accomplish so 

ftorious a work ! , ' Oh that he might 
e permitted to publish the banns of 
marriage between them that morning!' 
He was confident no one present would 
feel disposed to <f6rbid the banns,' 
even on the grounds of their being 
• too nearly reUted !* (Applause and 
laughter.) Were this * consummation 
so devoutly to be wished' realised, how 
rapidly would Sunday-Schools spread 
into every neglected village of our 
country, while all other benevolent in- 
stitutions would follow in theii^ train.' 

The following resolutions were pass- 
ed, which, with the extracts from 
speeches, wiU give the reader a very 
good idea of the desagiK &nd efficiency 
of the Society. 

Resolved^ That the grateful acknow- 
ledgements of this SocieW are due to 
the Committee of the British and Fo* 
reign Bible Society, for their truly 
liberal resolution of October last, to 
ibmish an unlimited supply of Bibles 
and Testaments to this Society at about 
half the regular price; which measure, 
although in operation for only the last 
six months, may be considered equiva- 
lent to a donation of 321/. 3«. 4d. to 
the Sunday-School cause. 

Eesohed, That this meeting rejoices 
to observe a growing conviction among 
all classes of the Christian community, 
of the value and importance dT the 
gratuitous religious instruction of the 
young by means of Sunday-Schools, 
and that clergymen and ministers of 
various denominations are striving to 
train up a more efficient body of 
teachers, by the establishment of Bible 
classes, for the younger members of 
tiieir congregation. 

The Rev. Mr* Thompson readvth^ 
Report, 

" After expressing the graftitiide of 
the Committee to Almighty Cod for 
the success which had attended their 



eserttona^ the report proceeds to state 
that, with a view to render the ele- 
mentary classes in Stinday-Schools 
more extensively useful, the oommit- 
teehave adopted the c1as»4>ooks re- 
cently published by a kincbed institu* 
tion, (Sunday-School, Union) wlilch 
appear to them eminently calculated 
to secure attention, enlarge the un- 
derstanding, and improve the youthful 
mind. 

^'Itaflbrds them the highest satis^ 
faction to observe a manifest increase 
in the number, of Scripture readers in 
Sunday-Schools; and they cherish the 
most pleasing anticipations from this 
circumstance, that where the means of 
acquiring an acquaintance with the att 
of reading and spelling are atUunable 
during the week, the engagements of 
the teachers are now renderisd as 
strictly of a religious character as pos- 
sible. 

"The general distribution of Sun- 
d:^-Schools, in reference to the sacred 
Scriptures^ has imposed on ^e com- 
mittee the necessity either of rendcir- 
ing very inadequate suppUes, or of e:i&- 
ceeding the income of the Society to 
such an eixtent as to endanger its ex- 
istence. Ui|fedy therefore, by the im- 
perative elfflms of the young on the 
one hand, and feeling the deepest so- 
licitude for the permanent usefulness 
of the Institutioh on the other, they 
addressed the Comnuttee of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society in Oc- 
tober last, for perodission to purchase 
Bibles and. Testaments at a reduced 
pricey and they have to report with a 
promptness of generosity Worthy that 
noble institution, a resolution was im- 
mediate]y;pa6sed to supply this Society 
with any iumbei; of Bibles and Testa- 
ments at about half the cost price. 
The Committee are thus enabled to 
afford an abundant supply of the Scrip- 
tures to eveiry sohool requiring asast- 
ance. 

*< During^the year we have distributed 
7)405 Testaments, and 1,901 Bibles./ 

<5The number of schools assisted 
during the year 19 4<04» containing 
27A9r scholars; of this number 13*7 
scnools had been assisted by the Soci- 
ety at former periods.^ 

< * It cannot be less interesting to tfae ' 
subscribers gener^ly, than it is to the 
committee, to perceive that Ihe nom- 
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ber of TcBtaiaente granted during the 
past year, ib nearl;^ equal to those for- 
merly distributed in three years, while 
tlie Bibles exceed tn number those 
previously distributed in eight years ; 
and notwithstanding tlie reduction in 
price, the committee have expended 
in die purchase of tl;ie Sacred Scrip- 
tures alone, the sum of 562/. 3«. Sd, 

<* Closely identified with the suc- 
cess of the Christian ministry as Sun- 
day-Schods ar6, the committee exult 
in the widely extending convicdon that 
a Christian Church is incomplete until 
its members have complied with the 
injunction of the Chief Shepherd, by 
providing for the lambs of the flock. 
Nor are they less interested in per- 
ceiving the solicitude manifested by 
ministers tonuse the intellectual stand- 
ard of Sunday-School teachers, by con- 
ducting them in paths of knowledge 
with which they are unacquainted; and 
by regarding them as fellow-helpers 
in the w-tn^k of the Lord, imparting to 
them those treasures of divine wisdom 
which their own more irequent oppor- 
tunities for study have enabled them 
to possess. 

" In conclumon, the committee urge 
every member of < their society to in- 
creased diligence in promoting the 
cause of Sunday-Schools wherever his 
influence Extends, and to unite in sup- 
plicating Him from whom all holy de- 
sires, all good counsels, and all just 
works do proceed, that every teacher 
in their various schools may be 
« In duty prumpt, obey its every call. 
And watch, and weep, and p»y, and feel for all; 
And as a bird each fond endeannent tries ' 
To tempt its new fledg'd offspring to the skies, 
StiU try each art, reprove eaeh dull delay, 
Allure to brighter worlds, and lead the way.** 

The Rev. John Wilson said he was 
a debtor to the cause of humanity and 
religion, and should always feel him- 
self particularly indebted to this So- 
ciety for the assistance he had derived 
from it, in the impoverished comer of 
the country in which he had lived, and 
for aid rendered to him in the supply 
of books for his school, stnc^ he had 
been in town. He was at a loss to 
know where to find a Christian minis- 
ter, or, indeed, any other person in 
this country, from me cottage to the 
throne, who was not under obligations 
to the Sodety ; for the well-being of 
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every class, and even the stability of 
the throne itself, depended on the 
education of the poor, which had been 
mainly promoted by the Zealand piety 
of those who had combined their ener« 
gies for the purpose of instituting and 
supporting schools for those whose pa- 
rents were not able to pronde the 
means of their acquiring tne elements 
of knowledge. Sunday-Schools be 
regarded as a most powerful instru' 
ment in the hand * pf God to ]»rom'ote 
the great ends of the Christian minis- 
try. No congregation could, in his 
opinion, be considered as properly or- 
ganized, until there was a Sunday- 
School attached to it. The Rev. gen-, 
tlehian proceeded to recommend those 
who had the power to give money to 
promote the great objects in view, in 
oi*der that no part of their charity 
might be taken by the government in 
legacy duty, and to express his sense 
of the t>blig^tions which all owed to 
those excellent persons who devoted 
their time and energies to the business 
of teaching. Engaging in this work 
from lov^fto their great Master, and" 
conferring unspeakable benefits on 
society, they might be regarded as the 
most honoured and the most happy of 
human beings, since they were fellow-- 
workers with God. Let it never be 
forgotten that the knowledge which 
the Society diffused was not that which 
pufFeth up, but that which humbleth. 
(Applause.) 

The Rev. John Pyer, city missionary, 
ssud that Sunday-Schools had increased 
amazingly in Manchester and its vi- 
cinity.* In 1821 an examination was 
made, which proved that a g^reat por- 
tion of the population were without 
any elementary instruction; and al- 
though great efforts had been made 
since that time, and the most happy 
results liftd arisen from them, yet he 
feared that many were still neglected. 
The Rever€ftid Gentleman then alluded 
to the extraondinary liberality which 
some individuals at Manchester had 
manifested in the cause of foreign mis- 
sions, and expressed his conviction; 
that the contributors had not rendered 
more than was -accordant with what 
they had received; but that Christians 
in general rendered much less. The 
poor made great and - noble exertions 
every where, but it did not appear to 
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bim that the rieh deprlyed themselves 
of any of their luxuries, or, indeed, of 
any of those comforts to which they 
were accustomed. When they came 
to the scriptural rule, they would be 
willing to give their all for the glory 
of G<^ and the good of man, and 
that they must do before they could 
hope that *<the kingdoms of the world 
would becohie the Icingdoms of the 
Lord and of his Christ" 

The Rev. Thomas Harding said, he 
was a country curate, who ought to 
know something about Sunday-schools, 
and something, blessed be God, he did 
know. He knew a lovely child eight 
Tears of age who had been removed 
by death, when her spirit Was fitted 
for heaven, through the instruction 
she had receiyed at a Sunday-School. 
He had sat beside the mck4>ed of a 
young woman, who had receiyed h6r 
first religious impressions at a Sundajr- 
School. He was assisted by some m 
his own school who had been thetn* 
selves first instructed in a Sunday- 
School. He thought it right, there- 
fore, to thank the Society for the aid 
wluch they had not only rendered but 
still offered to render to the whole 
country. The order, cleanliness, and 
comfort of those villages in which Sun- 
day-Schools were established, as com- 
pared with those in which they did not 
exist, was of itself sufficient to recom- 
mend them to the support of all who 
wished well to their country. He 
knew some villages in which the very 
first songs of praise on the Sabbath 
morning were heard from the cottage 
in which the Sabbath-School was held. 
Their inmates were the most constant 
attendants on public worship. 
. The Rev. Mr. Day described in very 
affecting terms the situation of two 
parishes which were placed under his 
care, in one of which' h« residled, and 
by means of his school he had been 
enabled to confer great benefits on the 
whole population; whereas. In the 
other, where no school was establish- 
ed, and there was no resident minister, 
the people continued in a very igno- 
rant and unhappy slate. Many persons 
had« to his knowledge, been brought 
to feel concern about the state of their 
own souls through the instructions of 
i their children; and one poor woman 
I in particular was led to inquire into 



her own state, as the result of the 
prayers of her own child, who was so 
anxious to awaken a sense of religion 
in her parent's mind, that she would 
write passages of Scripture on slips of 
paper, and leave them in different 
parts of the room, in the hope of at- 
tracting her motiier's attention, be- 
cause she knew she neglected the Holy 
Scriptures. (Hear, hear.) The mo- 
ther used frequently to scold her for 
doing it, but as she since has sud, the 
more angry and unjust she was.to her 
child, the more affectionate and de- 
voted she became; and thus was she 
at last won by the perseverance and 
the Christian spirit of her of whom 
slie ought to have be^n the example 
and the guide. 

The Rev. Mr. Lewis of Brecknock- 
shii'e, stated that the most eminent 
Christians in the Welch congregations 
had been truned in the Sunday- 
Scho(^s, and he was well oenvinced 
that all which was necessary to usher 
in the millennium was an increase of 
pious, intelligent, and devoted Sun- 
day.School teachers. The fields were 
white unto t^e harvest, and all that 
seemed requisite was an increase, of 
labourers to be sent forth by the Lord 
ofiAhe harvest, to gather it in. Schools 
in Wales contained persons of all ages, 
and many grey-heaided ^en were in 
the habit of attending them.- 

Charles Owen, Esq., Banister, from 
Nova Scotia, bore testimony to the im- 
portant results which had been pro- 
duced in that country by Sunday- 
Schools, owing to the example of Bri- 
tish Christians. 

Three lenicies are reported as hav- 
ing been left to the Society during the 
year, amounting in all to nearly f^SOOO* 

BBUeiOVS SBUCATIOV IH* IBXaAlTD. 

The Secretary of the Sunday- 
School Society for Ireland, Hartstonge 
Robinson, Esq., ha9 been kind enough 
to send us a great variety of interest- 
ing documents respecting the progress 
of Christian Education in thai country. 
The various reports frooi the coumfy 
auxiliaiy societies, each accompanied 
with a complete lithographic map, 
showing the location of every school. 
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evince a very complete system of op- 
erations. 

The most interesting facts which 
these documents disclose, will be found 
concisely stated, in Mr. Robinson's 
letter. And we have subjoined some 
highly entertadning and insti'uctive 
paragraphs from the address made at 
the twentieth anniversary of the Soci- 
ety, April 21. They were reported 
for The Warfler, a Dublin paper, from 
which we extract them. 

Sunday School Society /of Ireland, 16, Upper 
Sachpille streety Dublin, May 27, 183C. 

«* We had the pleasure last July to 
forward you some ret>orts with other 
papers of our Society, which we hope 
reached you — and an opportunity ha- 
ving just now offered, through a per- 
son about to embark for New York, 
we hasten to make up a small parcel 
of the last year's report, and some late 
extracts of correspondence, and re« 
gret, from the shortness of theno^'ce, 
not being able to write more at length. 
If ou will perceive tliat we have had 
an increase during the last year of 135 
schools, 10,906 scholars, and 1,157 
gratuitous teachers, making in« the 
whole, connected with our Society, on 
the Ist of January last, the period of 
making up our returns, 3,418 schools, 
196,39^rScholars, and 17«994 gratuit- 
ous teachers. Our prog^ress since has 
been considerable;, and we continue to 
receive, from our' correspondents, the 
most gratifying accounts of the increas* 
cd effects of the system. We are 
happy to perceive a growing spirit of 
inquiry ammigst mapy of our popula- 
tion. And we have reason to believe, 
that notwithstanding the ignorai^ce 
and superstition still existing in the 
country, the influence of the circula- 
tion of the sdriptures and scriptural 
instruction, is being much advanced. 
In reference to our own Society, we 
have not only an increase of schools 
and scholars, but a more general , im- 
presaonas to the importance of the 
system, and more matured plans for 
its advancement are at present in op- 
eration. ■ • ' 

**ln many places, Sunday-School 
Unions and Associations have been 



formed. In this city there have been 
established, witliin little more than a 
year, nine Parochial Associations, and 
besides a number of children, nearly 
seven • hundred adults have been 
brought under scriptural instruction. 
In the county and city of Cork, like 
measures continue to proceed with 
vigour; and in the city atone, between 
five and six hundred adults have been 
brought into.atlendance upon Sunday- 
Schools. 

" A clergyman from the North of 
Ireland has lately informed us, that in 
his neighbourhood n^rly one thou- 
sand children, who, twelve months 
ago, spent their Sabbaths in idleness 
or vice, are now enjoying the benefits 
of Sunday-Schoot instruction. These 
facts, we trust, wilt prove interesting 
tio you, and may serve, in some mea- 
sure, to exemplify the present state of 
our Society's proceedings,. But though 
such, circumstances are encouraging, 
and call for much thankfulness, Siere 
are many obstacles still opposed to the 
progress of scriptural knowledge, and 
the free circulation of the word of 
God in this country. But that whidi 
now letteth shall, we trust, be taken 
out of the way; the people that sit in 
darkness shall,^ e'er long, we indulge 
the hope, come to the Uglit, and Ire- 
land, blessed in the enjoyment of her 
growing privileges, shall shake her- 
self from the dust and seek the salva- 
tion of God. We sincerely hope the 
cause of Sunday-School instruction 
makes progress amongst our Trans- 
Atlantic brethren, and may it, through- 
out the world, be made happily instru- 
mental to the extension of the Re- 
deemer's Kingdom. We hope, when- 
ever convenient, you will do us the 
favour to let us have some of your 
Society ^1 reports and papers, and with 
every good wish and sincere desire for 
the blessing of the Lord upon your 
labours, I am, my dear sir, very faith- 
fully yours, HAKTSToireE RoBijrsojr." 

Simday-Sehool Society for irdand. 
. The twentieth anniversary of this 
important ii^stihition was held in the 
Rotunda on the 21st instant. The meet- 
ing was' very, numerously and respect- 
ably attended. In the absence of the 
Earl of Roden, the President of the 
Society, the Dean of St. Patrick's was 
called to the chair* 
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The proceedings commenced with 
prayer by the Rev. L. Foot, after 
which the report of the committee 
was r«ad by Hartstonge Robinson, 
Esq., one of the Secretaries \o the 
Society. 

The Rev. Lundy Foot said; Far 
be it from me to cast any slight, or 
throw a cloud over the exertions of 
any individual who goes in the path of 
philanthropy tobenefit his fellow-men; 
but if his mode of operation stand not 
oti the Rock of ages, it wants a sure 
foundation, for *' other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ*' He may be more ra- 
pid in his progress, he may rear his 
Duilding high, and it may look very 
fair and majestic in the sunshine; he 
may erect it quickly too, for he has 
U'asted neither time nor labour in dig- 
ging beneath the surface to find the 
rock, and man may admire the struc- 
ture he has nused, and scoff at those 
who are labouring unseen. But, when 
the sun goes behmd the cloud, when 
the rain falls and beats upon , that 
house, believe me, it will fall, for it is 
not founded on a rock. The Bible 
contains the only word of power in 
which we' can speak to our feltow- 
men, and the spirit of the living God, 
bringing home the truths of that Bible 
to the heart and understanding, is the 
only means that has ever been given — 
hieans which God, and not man, has 
suggested for the reformation of human 
nature. We have been told, by the 
gentleman who preceded me, that 
Government has not contributed to 
our funds. I am glad to say a good 
word for Government when I can,, es- 
pecially as Government has lately said 
a good word for us. Previous to a 
meeting in Plymouth, I took up a 
iiewspaper in which I found a speech 
reported to have been delivered in 
Parliament by Mr. Spring Rice. He 
(detjuled the g^eat falling off of crime, 
and showed that from the yeftr 1824 the 
commitments were fewer, the convic- 
tions fewer, the seditious practicesfew 
er in each succeedingy Air. 1 go back to 
the records of my country and I find 
that precisely from that very year, 1 834^ 
the increase of the issue of Bibles by 
the Bible Society, in comparison with 
the issue of the preceding year, was 
from fifteen thousand to twenty -two 



thousand; which increase has gone on 
in proportion, so that the circulation 
of the Scriptures has increased with 
the diminution of crime. The truth 
is, my friend, all moral-obligation rests 
upon God's Holy Word. 1 find there 
has been an increase of 135 schools, 
10,906 scholars, and 1,157 teachers, 
during the past year, and that there is 
still an universal cry from every part 
of the country for teachers. Now, if 
I am asked the reason of this^ I would 
say, it is not that the schools product 
teachers, but ths«t teachers produce 
schools. Whenever there is an abun- 
dant supply of teachers there will be 
an abundance of children, .for it is not 
merely the office of the Sunday-School 
teacher to hear the task prepared by 
the child, and then close Ihe book, 
and let the infant depart till the follow- 
ing Sabbath day. Many of you know, 
(and would that you all knew it, for 
your own individual peacfc would be 
thereby augmented) that the teacher 
goes to the cottage of the child — that 
there is a knitting of the heart of the 
child to the heart of its henefactor, 
and of the benefactor to the child. 
When the heart is opened to receive 
the revelation - of the word of God, 
little as that child may be, though it . 
be as nothing in the eyes of man, who 
can teU what an object it presents to 
the rejoicing angels aroundthe throne 
of God; for, little as it is, it is a frag- 
ment of the mighty work tliat is ful- 
filling the purposes' of the Most High. 
Far be it irom me to subseHbe to any 
other means for the reformation of the 
heart of man. I hold in suspidon all 
remedies that follow as mere matters 
of expediency, as mere matters of irre- 
siitible neces^ty, superinduced by 
crime. To the ' Bible I must go— to 
that well which is deep, and to that 
water that is pure— to bring forth re- 
freshing streams which only can make 
" the desert to blossom as the rose" — 
there I havefound a spring from which 
I may draw without any fear of ex- 
hausting its abundance — there I have 
found a remedy for crime of every 
kind that can pollute the name and 
character of maa. No^, dear coun- 
trymen and country women,havinj»' sub-: 
mitted, thus imperfectly, this work -of 
God to your deep consideration, I am to 
say something on the state of the funds* 
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as they bare been read to you. I re- 
member a friend of mine, in his parish 
iji England, vinted a poor woman who 
offered him a large contribution for 
the Church Missionary Society; he ask* 
cd h^r how she got together so 
muchmone^r — why, sir, she replied, 
I want but little, and therefore have 
been able to gather up that for the 
poor heathens; he asked her again by 
what means she had gathered together 
so much, he wished to apply her prin- 
ciples of economy to himself and to 
his' family^sir, said she, I was going 
to purchase a bonnet, wheft it occur- 
red to, me that a much plainer one 
would do than my husband intended, 
and so I was enabled to^save eighteen 
pence for the box. 1 was going to the 
baker to buy a loaf for my little chil- 
dren, and it occurred to me that God's 
blessing and brown bread was better 
for my infants than white bread with- 
out, so I bought a loaf of an inferior 
description, and thus I saved four 
{^nce for the bread of life; and so the 
poor woman went on enumerating 
what sums she had saved by economy 
for the Missionary Society. And are 
you not, my friends, humbled in the 
dust to think how much there is on 
the very surface of this great Christian 
assembly, that might have sent the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to the 
perishing nations of the earth ? Let us 
give wlSt we will, it is nothing to 
what we laay give, it is nothing with- 
out the Divine blessing—but, dear 
friends, I now hope for better days; 
we now commence this meeting 
with prayer-v-may we go on. in the 
spirit of prayer, may we live watching 
alid waiting before the Lord for the 
answer through Christ, and may every 
day's exertion teach each of us more 
practically, and more thankfully, to 
acknowledge that we have this trea- 
sure in earthen vessels, that the excel- 
lency of the -power may be of God and 
not of us." 

Mr. Massie said. We are assem- 
bled this day. to do, what we can in 
order to promote Sunday -School edu- 
cation throughout Ireland; we are all 
happy to advocate education, come in 
what way it will — we mwe gladly ad vo- . 
cate Scriptural education — ^but, to- 
day, we are assembled to advocate 
Sunday-School instruction. I have 



been informed, that in. the schoob 
connected with this institution, there 
are 33,000 adults learning to read 
the Bible, and 98,000 sch<^ars read- 
ing tbe Bible on the Sabbath day — 
so that, besides these children being 
taught to rea«|, they are accustomed 
to the observahce of the Sabbath. 
Walk along the streets of this splen- 
did city* on the Sabbath day; go forth 
to the viHaiges. and hamlets of our 
countiy, and what disg^ceful scenek 
meet yoxir eye; if you go to the rude 
hamlet, there is the village gambling; 
in the dty, there is the gadmng about 
and the enjoyment of light conversa- 
tion, and often pursuits are engaged in 
destructive, to the morals as well as 
to tbe health. This institution is, of all 
others, most calculated to strike at tiie 
root of that vice, so abominable, so 
deg^rading, to every community — ^for 
we find the more the Sabbath is pol- 
luted,, the more vice prevails through- 
out the land. Now the Sunday-School 
Society strikes at the root of this by ta- 
king the children, assembling them to- 
gether, givh)gthem to think of religious 
subjects on the Sabbath ^ay, to listen 
to instruction, to associate with their 
liberal benefactors who hold inter- 
course with them; they are taught to 
approach a throne of grace, their lips 
are taught to lisp the praises of Jeho- 
vah, as well as their heart to feel the 
love of Christ. It is by Sabbath- 
School instruction that Sabbath day 
profanation is destroyed, not merely 
on account of the instruction received 
by them in the school,but on account of 
the influence such a circumstance will 
^ave on those in tlieir neighbourhood; 
these children, carrying the Scriptures 
and their books of instruction through 
the village hamlet, and through the 
streets of the city, to the place of reli- 
gious instruction, and to the place 
where prayer is wont to be made, 
becoming individually tettifying wit- 
nesses against the corruptions that 
abound around them; the parents feel 
that they . are going to a religious ex- 
ercise, and the children, feeling what 
it is to be'so engaged on the Sabbath 
day, will cany the Sabbath into the 
house, and bring the parent under the 
influence of religious impression. Here 

* Dublin. 
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is one most irop|Ortant end guned by 
Sunday-School instruction, the chil- 
dren are familiarized with the Scrip- 
tures; that sacred boon from hearen, 
that ** bread of life of which if a man 
eat he shall never hunger;" that pre* 
cious stream of life of which if a man 
drink he shall never thirst; they are 
led to look on the Scriptures as the 
record of high heaven, as the testimo- 
ny which God has given of his love* 
as that by which alcme they can be 
made *' wise unto salvation, through 
faith in Jesus Christ." Thus Sunday- 
Schools are noble instruments of con- 
veying the truths, sentiments, and in- 
fluences of the Bible into society. I 
have heard of a poor little Roman 
Catholic girl (you observe there was 
no statement given in your report, of 
the divers chai-adters of the attendants 
oh these schools, from a noble princi- 
ple, because the. schools are open to 
every one, all are invited to attend, 
and to ettch and to all the word of sal- 
vation is communicated) — ^this poor 
child was permitted to attend the 
schod for only six months; she was 
taught to read the Bible, and she lov- 
ed to read it; her parents observed 
her very much engaged in reading it, 
and they told the priest; he cursed the 
Bible, and she was withdrawn from 
the school. She came to the school- 
roaster and requested she might be 
allowed to read the Testament and 
leave it in the school — the leaven had 
been working to " leaven the whole 
lump," not only with the love of truth 
but with the influence of it; her par- 
ents thought it necessary to. send her 
to a rude hamlet at some distance, 
that she might live with an obstinate 
and severe Catholic friend, who might 
bring her back to a right way of mind; 
she came weeping and overwhelmed , 
with sorrow again to the schoplroaster, ^ 
and begged to be permitted to cany 
it into lier exile — and it was there a 
drop of comfort to her grieved and 
disconsolate spirit, when cast out from 
her father's house. This is an instance 
out of many that might be qiioted of 
the beneficial influence of Sunday- 
Schools; for V the . Word of God is 
quick and powerful, and aharper than 
a twd-cdged sword, and is a cliscerner 
of the thoughts ;ind intents of the 
heart" — it is this sword of the spirit 



which the Sunday-School Sodety em- 
ploys — ^it is the record of truth, becom- 
mg familiar with which the children 
receive the knowledge of eternal life—- 
Eternal life !who can sound its praise^ 
who can tell its joy, who. can.antici- 
pate its glory, who can celebrate that 
love which gave eternal life through 
Christ; this eternal life is set before 
the children who receive instruction in 
our Sunday-Schools — it is not to im- 
part a knowledge of the sublime poe- 
try of the Scriptures, the magnificence 
of its descriptions, that our instruction 
is afforded, but it b to bring the 
children into the << narrow path that 
leads to eternal life," and to prepare 
them for that kingdom which is to fol- 
low, and which is glorious beyond ex- 
pression. 

" There were three boys in a Sun- 
day-School, the eldest of them propos- 
ed a prayer meeting, to which they 
all assented; they met in an-unfinished 
building, without any one knowing the 
purpose of theur assembling; that they 
might be more retired they secluded 
themselves in a ooal cellar, and closed 
the door; their number soon increased 
to seven, and they found it necessary 
to find some other place where they 
might readj as well as pray; their 
prayer was for the blessing of God 
upon their instruction, and that their 
teachers might be encouraged in their 
labours; they went on in this manner 
till "the little one became a thou- 
sand,'' and two. large prayer meetings 
were the result of tnis one, and a great 
minority of those who joined these 
prayer meetings became pious and de- 
voted characters, some of them teach- 
ers of Sunday-Schools, and some 
preachers of the Gospel." 

The Rev. Peter Roe of Kilkenny, said, 
BIr. Chairman, wherever I go, I hear 
great talk about Sunday-Schools, and 
I trust I am thankful when I see their 
increase ^n number, but there are a 
few things which call for deep humili- 
ation, in my humble judgment. The 
first is this, that a Sunday-School is 
often taken up with conveying know- 
ledge^of amere secular description. It 
seems to be forgotten that the end and 
essence of Sabbatii-School instruction, 
is ^e instruction of the infant mind in 
the enlightening and soul saving-truths 
of the Word of God ; therefore it should 
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be the bufflness of both nunisten and 
people to pray that this work may be 
begun, carried on, and ended, with 
this object continually in view — when 
the minister looks around him and 
consKLers the probabiBty of his remain- 
ing long an^ong his people, or of his 
being removed frolti them and laid in 
the silent tomb, it certainly is a source 
of plea«ng rejection to him to find 
established within the precincts of his 
parish, a scriptural Sunday-School-— he 
looks upoait as an instrument of bring- 
ing about future good, and also as an 
instrument of present good, and re- 
gards it as a powerful aid to his ministe- 
rial labours; he considers that when he 
is laid in the dust, and when his name 
shall be forgotten even in the parish 
where he has laboured, be still con- 
templates the time when the seed that 
is now sown shall, in the succeeding 

feneration, bring forth fruit that wm 
e to the praise and gloiy of God. 
Let us then look for the blessing of 
God on the labours in which we en- 
l^age, and then the weakest effort may, 
in dependence on the divine blessing, 
being thus owned by God, be power- 
fully instrumental in producing gi^eat 
effects.*' 

The Hon. and Rev. Archdeacon 
Pakenham next addressed the assem- 
bly, and said, — I hope if I say but a 
few words I will not be misunderstood 
as though I did not appj?ove of the 
Society — my only reason for being 
brief is that I may maie way for others 
who are stiir to address you; the 
resolution I have to propose is a reso- 
lution of thanks tothtfgratuitoos teach- 
ers belonging to this Society. They 
are'nearly eighteen thousand in num- 
ber, and I might appeal to all of them 
and ask, whether it is not more fit 
that they should be wished joy than 
receive thanks fbr being eng^T^ ^n 
so honourable a work, t do believe 
that there are no persons belonging to 
this Society, on whom the blessing of 
God m<H-e manifests itsdf than on those 
who devote their time in this gratuit- 
ous manner; and that, accormng to 
the word of the Lord, there is a bles- 
ung peculiarly their own, that << those 
who water shall be watered also them- 
selves." 

The Rev. Mr. Ould, of Lucan, said, 
'* In the neighbourhood in which Ire- 



ade, there has been a large manufac- 
tory established, the children of whidi 
being^employed from an early hour in 
the morning to late in the evening, 
have had no other means of acquiring 
a knowledge of the Gospel except 
through the medium of our Sunday- 
School. A stagnation of trade which has 
visited this as well as other lands, has 
caused the dissolution of this factoiy; 
the consequence has been the removal 
ofaconnderable number of the children 
to a distance of four miles, in order to re- 
ceive employment in a faetory establish* 
ed there. Now such is the sense that 
these poor children, who have been 
withdrawn from our care and their 
friendSyhave entertained of the inestima- 
ble good which the^ derive from these 
exertions we make m their behalf, that 
it' is a fact for which I can vouch, on 
each itucceeding Sabbath these poor 
children, some of tliem tender in years^ 
walked four miles to our school, and 
foul* nules back; and not only Jiave 
these interesting children been the 
means of encouraging us to proceed in 
the furious work in this respect, but 
there is also another respect in which 
they \Mve been able to give us encour- 
agement; they have been placed in a 
neighbourhood in which moral dark- 
ness abounds, being inhabited almost 
exclusively by Roman Catholics, and 
the poor children there have had no 
advantages similar to those that are en- 
joyed m our neighbourhood. Now these 
little children, which have been with- 
drawn from us, as shining stars amidst 
the moral darkness that prevails, are 
decent, have a respect for the SabbaUi, 
and their moral conduct is such as to 
strike with wonder those p^ple 
amongst whom they dwell, who are 
still '* in darkness and the shadow of 
death," and their devotedness in 
w&Iking eight miles iii one day, for the 
purpose of receiving instruction, has 
been a fact which has spoken volumes 
in their favour. There is one circum- 
stance which I should also wish tp 
mention, and I am glad to have sm op- 
portunity to impress it on your atten- 
tion. It so happened that, lately, a 
veiy interesting Roman Catholic wo- 
man was afflicted with consumption; 
she lodged in the house mth a child 
who has been, for three, years, an at- 
tendant on our Sunday-School Haidng 
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heftrd that the poor woman waf^ in, 
some respects, destitute, to relieve her 
wants, I, in company with a friend, was 
induced to call upon her, and in the 
course of the conversation we had 
with her we could not help observing", 
to our g^reat surprise, she- exhibited 
great intelligence for which we could 
not account-— we thought it our duty 
to inquire how this interesting person 
bad obtained knowledge so superior 
to that enjoyed by those who remain 
under the influence of the Church of 
Rome, the trammels of which were 
woimd thick around her; we asked 
her how did sh^ receive this moral im- 
pulse, this knowledge that surprised 
us; and we found that one of our Sun- 
day-School children, a little giri nine 
years old, had been in the habit, from 
the commencement of her illness to 
Ae time of our visit, of reading to her 
the volume of eternal life. This cir- 
cumstance was confessed by this young 
woman with gratitude^ she has smce 
been called to the tribunal of God, 
and I firmly believe, from what I was 
privileged to see and hear of her, that 
through such instrumentdity as I have 
detailed to you, and by the blessingof 
God descending on it^ (for tibe buss- 
ing of God descends on the most frail 
and imperfect means that human agen- 
cy employs) I believe she has ^en 
led to look to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for salvation; I believe she was ena- 
abled to breathe her last breath re- 
jcncing in the hope of the glory of 
God; that she possessed that < peace 
that passeth all understanding,' and 
that <joy which is unspeakable and 
full of* glory.'" 

The Bev. Henry Irwin said, "I 
would impress upon Sunday-School 
teadiers not to imagine, that facility 
of answering in the doctrines of the 
Gospel is progress in religion; not to 
confound acuteness of memory with 
that religion that affects tlie heart — 
Ifan requires power as well as dii^c- 
tion; when man is best instructed he 
is motionless, cmless the principle of 
llie love of God animate him; unless 
he can say with the Apostle, 'I love 
God because be first loved me.' It 
is by teaching children that the Jove 
of Christ is to be the acting principle 
of tireir conduct, that you vnSi do good. 
Whenever you look on the children 



committed to your charge in a Sunday- 
School, and see immortality stamped 
on, them by the; indelible finger of 
God; and consider that when this world . 
shall be burned up, these children 
shall still exist in an eternal world — 
oil! think what a glorious, sublime 
object you have in^view; think of the 
glorious employment you have engag> 
ed in» being the instruments of mak- 
ing these diildren happy spirits be- 
fore the throne of God. 1 can only 
join my prayers with those already 
presented, with regard to this Society, 
that the blessing of the Lord may be 
upon it; <* establish the work of our 
hands, O God, yea, the work of our 
hand, establish thou it.' " 



NORWICH (coirir.) suhdat school.. 
The Siccth Annual Beport of the N&r- 
wich Sahbath SchoolUmonf auxiHartf 
to the Connecticut Sabbat Sbhooi 
Unionf presented at the (mmmlmeeu 
ing, April 19; 1830. pp. 24. 

We; have read this report with unu- 
sual satisfiiction. It certainly abounds 
with just 'riews, important fact^ and en- 
couraging results; and we have found^ 
it Yery difficult to confine our extracts 
within proper limits. We shall give 
our readers the substance of it in as 
concise a form as possible. 

The Union embraces twenty schools, 
three hundred and thirty-seven con- 
ductors, and two thousand one hun- 
dred and forty-nine pupils. Many of 
the schools have been visited by a 
deputation from the County Union, 
and the coarse has proved practicable 
and advantageous. We are persuaded 
that vast good would be done if visi- 
tations of this kind were more com- 
mon. The mere presence of a stran- 
ger, whose only errand is to see the 
Si^ndai/'JSehool, is encouraging to the 
members of it; much more so, if he 
is able and disposed to excite, anew, 
the spirit of devotion to the good work. 

During one season, we viated be- 
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tween thirty and forty Siinday-Schoob 
of the county in which we then resi- 
ded—all of them twice, and sotne of 
them three times, and we had abun- 
dant evidence, in tevery step of ou^ 
progress that we were not spending 
strength and time in vain. 

Aihotig the resolutions passed at the 
annual meeting just ipentioned, was 
the following, whi<;h we select from 
the rert because of the Very just and 
important sentiment it contains. It is 
as follows: 

Eesohtii 'JHud loe regard instruc- 
turn in Sabbath-Schools as pemliarfy 
adapted to primole the interests of re- 
ligious Uberty. 

The more the design and tendency 
of Sunday-Schools is understood by 
wise and good men, the more preva^ 
lent this sentiment will become. 
CetST JtrsTicx MabshakI and the late 
Junes Washingtos-, men who have 
never been accustomed to form opin- 
ions superfidally, or to express them 
hastily, have given them this charac- 
ter without qualification or exception. 

In the report before us, we find sev- 
eral interestinf^ incidents respecting 
local schools, some of which we can- 
not forbear to extract. 

The Chelsea school was opened in 
1816, by a company of very young 
teacher^ most of whom were desti- 
tute of the vital principle' which it is 
the oi>ject of Sabbath-^choots, by the 
Spirit of God^ to impart. The female 
department occupied, the porch of 
the Meeting House, and had their books 
carried thither every Sabbath morning, 
and <^ the school has .not &iled to as- 
semble, a single Sabbath for fourteen 
yeari.** 

"Soon after the commencement of 
the School, an aged coloured adult 
solicited admittance, that she might 
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have the privilege of learning to read 
the Seriptures. This seemed a provi- 
dential opening, and led to the fohna- 
tion of a claKJ of this descpTption, 
which has varied, in numbers and in- 
terest, from yeai" to year, until the 
present time. One of them, who com- 
menced learning after she requii-ed 
the aid of glasses, was pious, and en- 
tered with an indescribable eagerness 
into the study of t^od's Word. The 
light which thus dawned upon her 
mind, seemed almost like a new sense 
imparted, and soon she ripened, as we 
trust, for a world of clearer discove- 
ries. The last Sabbath she attended 
the school, there was something so 
heavenly in her deportment, and in 
repeating a h^nnn, (many of which had 
become familiar to her) so ardent were 
her expressions of desire to join the 
happier company above, in the re- 
gions of perfbct knowledge and bliss, 
that her teacher seemed to have no- 
thing to do but to listen and be taught. 
She died^ suddenly, in a fit, while 
joining with Christian friends, at her 
own house, in singing the words — 

' f* liongnights uid darkiieas dwell/below, . 
With scarce a twinkling ray; 
But the briglu; world to vrhich I go. 
Is everlasting day." 

" Another interesting occurrence 
in this class, was the converaion of the 
mother of a numerous f;i(mily, who 
traced her first impressions to the 
Sabbath-School. Her children have 
all been trained there, and some of 
them have shared in the recent show- 
er of mercy which has descended up- 
on us. 

*• Befin-e the cjose of the first year, 
some of the earliest teachers began to 
fear that their destitution of personal 
■piety was a serious obstacle to the 
^iritual prosperity of the school, and 
sought to withdraw themselves from 
it But the Head of the Church had 
other designs, and by the gentle jeffu- 
sions of divine grace, {which fell upon 
the congregafion also) set His otvn 
seal of approbation upon our feeble 
efforts, in the conversion of thirteen 
of the instructors. As if to^ show us, 
however, that every portion of His 
heritage must be watered with the 
prayers and tears of its labourers, ere 
it win bring forth fitilt iii abundance. 
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none of our pupils, except a few bf 
the adult class, were subjects of the 
work ; and for several subsequent years 
we looked in vaiji for any plants of 
righteousness in this garden of the 
Lord; though several, who were re- 
moved by death, g^ve testimony that 
their instructions had been blessed to 
them, and their happy spirits we hope 
to meet upon the confines of the hea- 
venly world. As time advanced, and 
the beneficial influence of this system 
of benevolence became more visible, 
the Sabbath-School cause acquired an 
increasing importance throughout the 
country, and after the formation of the 
American Union, our school became a 
constituent part of that valuable Asso- 
ciation, and adopted the mode of in- 
struction which is practised by all its 
auxiliaries. 

" We now approach to a survey of 
the last year, remarking, however, 
that, during the period, the history of 
which has been rapid^y traced, ^uc of 
the earliest and most valuable of our 
little band of teachers have gone to 
the world of spirits, to engage, we 
believe, in scenes more endearing and 
elevated, than ever a Sabbath-School 
can fumisli. Each of them exhibited 
the most decided marks of genuine 
piety. Others have been transplant- 
ed to new fields of labour on earth. 

«* We fear not to afiirm, that the 
prosperity of the school has been con- 
stantly progressive from its first es- 
tablishment; and yet we may add that 
the last has been emphatically * the 
year of the right hand of the Most 
High* — a season for which we have 
long prayed, and laboured^ and expect* 
ed. For several months previous to 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
our prayer meetings, on Sabbath after- 
noons, were characterized by unusual 
interest; and at Ihe close of summer, 
four new classes were formed — one of 
young men; another of young misses; 
a class of young women and another of 
coloured men — each of which, togeth- 
er with the coloured women, have par- 
ticipated in the rich blessings which 
have recently been poured upon us. 
Ten teachers and twenty-five scholars 
have made a profession of religion 
during the past year, and about twen- 
ty pupils, beside, indulge the hope of 
an interest in Christ — making a total 



of fifty-five members who, within one 
year, it is hoped, have returned to 
their allegiance to God. T'hirU^-two 
teachers are now professors of Reli- 
gion. Another subject for grateful 
recollection has existed »nce our last 
Report. The Monthly Concert of pray- 
er for Sabbath-Schools has been re- 
garded with deeper interest by the 
pcererds said friends of the pupils. The 
time has been, >vhen the teachers had 
many a desponding feeling in the re- 
flection that, while they were cheer- 
fully devoting the retirement of the 
Sabbath to the benefit of the rising 
generation, but few of those who held 
a natural relation to their scholars, 
came to 'strengfthen and encourage 
them by their prayers, on this interest- 
ing occasion. With joy, however, we 
now cherish the belief, that these anx- 
ieties, have for ever ceased, and that 
all who love their families, value the 
wdfare of society, or desire the ad- 
vancement of piety, wiU delight to 
share in our eflbrts. 

"Four of the scholars have been 
laid in the grave since our last Anni- 
versary. 

** In consequence of the increase of 
our numbers, two classes are held in 
separate places. We can, with literal 
truth, appropriate to our school the 
words of the Prophet, when foretel- 
ling the enlargement of Zion — * 7%c 
place is too strait for me; give place' 
that I may dwell* Beside the obser- 
vance of the Monthly Concert, and 
the prayer meeting on the Sabbath, 
the teachers assemble weekly for pray- 
er and mutual instructioh upon the 
lessons. 

" We cannot withhold the feet, that 
our school has suflTered, and continues 
to suffer, from a deficiency of male 
teachers. This may be easily exhibit- 
ed by a reference to the statistics of 
the schools. . We have upon our list 
261 scholars — 104 males and 157 fe- 
males; with 34 teachers, of whom, 9 
only are males, and 25 females. It is 
well known to all who are familiar 
with the internal arrangement of these 
institutions, that six pupils are as many 
as one person can, profitably, instruct. 
We here see, that the proportion to 
each male teacher is eleven, while to 
the female teacher it is but six. The 
average attendance of the scholars is 
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168, leaving the number of absentees 
93. This also shows that an increase 
of labourers is important, as a punc- 
tual teacher will, ^eneraily, have a 
punctual dass; aiid if this be of a mod- 
erate sizp, the absence of one is more 
sensibly felt, and leads to an investi- 
gation of the cause. There is another 
fact which we think it proper to men- 
tion, that, with the exception of the 
adult classes, we know not that a sin- 
sh conversion has taken place in the 
boyt^ department. We have thus pre- 
sented a full statement of our situa- 
tion, with the hope of eliciting the at- 
tention and personal services of those 
whose assistance is so strikingly re- 
iquisite. Several, who were formerly 
i-eaehers, have relinquished their sta- 
tion for that of learners, and the opin- 
ion no longer prevails, that youth and 
inexperience fui*nish th6 most suit- 
able qualifications for this important 
field. The prosperity of a Sabbath- 
Schopl is, to a great extent, commen- 
surate with the piety and judgment of 
those who conduct it. The number 
of scholars might yet be considerably 
increased, should there be an acccs- 
^on of teachera; and it is an interest- 
ing fact, that if a class be formed, with 
only two or thru, it enlarges immedi- 
ately, and before he is aware of it, the 
dispenser of sacred ti-uth finds him- 
self surrounded by a group of cheer- 
ful faces, ready to reciprocate every 
kind look; and his duties, however 
toibome, in antidpation, soon possess 
a charm of which he never wishes to 
be deprived. It is no selfish end for 
which we plead — ^it is the cause of 
Him who required of His disciples, as 
a test of love, that they should /<M;(f 
His lambs. It is the cause of every in- 
dividual who professes an attachment 
to the Great Shepherd. 

"The efHciency of the institution 
might, likewise, be greatly increased, 
had we suitable accommodations for 
an infant department. 'I'his system 
■ of instruction has 'been successfully 
introduced into other schools? and, 
although we believe that the heart of 
the youngest can never be drawn to 
Christ without an act of Divine Sover- 
eignty, yet it is evident that pleasing 
associations and actual benefit may 
result, from a partial employment of 



this method, in teaching little chil- 
dren the principles of the Bible. 

School in Norwicfi — Reports an in- 
crease of scholars over any previous 
year, of about seventy. 

" Seven months since there were, of 
decidedly pious teachers, only seven; 
there are now twenty-three. Tliirtecn 
of whom, together with the librarian 
and one scholar, on the first Sabbath 
of March, publicly professed alle- 
giance to Heaven, and partook of the 
symbols of the body and blood of our 
Great High Priest. One teacher died 
in faith. One of her class has become 
pious, and four pupils of the school 
besides. The sudden death of the 
teacher, under circumstances of pecu- 
liar interest, appears, in God's hand, 
to have been the means of bringing 
two of her g^y friends to a knowledge 
of the truth." 

Norwich FalU.-^lxi this school, " in 
a class of nine females, six give evi- 
dence of a change of heart, two of 
whom have united with the Church. 
In another class of eight females, who 
have left the school since our last Re- 
port, it is believed four have expe- 
rienced a change of heart during the 
last year, three of whom have imited 
with the Church. A veiy worthy 
and devoted teacher, (Miss Jones,) on 
the 11th ofFebruaiy, was culled home 
fi'om her labours of love on eaith, to 
the promised possession in heaven. 
We have now thirteen pious teachers, 
of whom one, a female, has found ihc 
Saviour since her connexion with this 
school." 

At Bozrahville — At the commence- 
ment of the school last year, the 
"teachers, with few exceptions, were 
hopefully pious. Since this time, a 
female teacher, who had charge of 
the eldest class of girls, felt herself 
unfit to communicate religious instruc- 
tion to her interesting charge, while 
destitute of the *one thing needfid* — 
to point to the road to Heaven wliilst 
she was a stranger * to the straight 
and narrow way.' Under tjiese rni- 
pressions, she actually absented her- 
self from her class on the Sabbath. 
But it was the Spirit of God convin- 
cing her of her ruined condition as an 
impenitent sinner; and bcf\)re another 
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Sabbath^ she was rejoicing in h<^e of 
her acceptance with God, through the 
merits of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

•« Monthly meetings of the teachers 
for prayer and conversation, calcula- 
ted to stimulate and encourage each 
other in the good work, were held, 
and apparently with good effect. The 
teachers became engaged, the school 
was pi*osperous, and unusually inter- 
esting — ^but nothing special occurred 
until the last of August, when Gtxi 
visited the people with a wondeiful 
display of his mercy and grace. 

**Four teachers and one scholar 
have united with God's covenant peo- 
ple, and five more scholai's have ob- 
tained a hope, and given satisfactory 
evidence of a change of heart. 

** A Bible-cUiss of about thirty, has 
been added to the school since the re- 
vival. It is mostly composed of pious 
females." 

At Lisbon — " A Bible-class has been 
formed in each district to meet once 
a week. During the past year one of 
our te&cbers has exchangea this world 
for another and better, as we trust, 
having left evidence of a renewal of 
lieart Two of our scholars have been 
added to the Church. 

" Three of the teachers have made 
a public profession of religion during 
the past year. We have studied St. 
John's Gospel in course, eight verses 
for a lesson; within a few weeks we 
jiave begun with the Union questions. 
Believing that the favourable time to 
secure an interest in tfie Saviour's love, 
is when the mind can first understand 
the essential doctrines of our holy re- 
ligion, we have endeavoured to give 
ideas, and to impress them on the 
heart." 

M MonivilU-^** It was formerly 
thought impracticable to continue this 
school through the winter; but with- 
out any apparent decrease of interest, 
it has been continued the past winter, 
with a diminution merely of some of 
the smaller children. This was made 
up by the addition of a Bible-class of 
young ladies. l*he conductors do not 
hesitate to say, that a school of twelve 
months, thus continued, is more bene- 
ficial than a scliool of twenty-four 
months on the former plan." 

At Jewtii City — ** Two scholars and 



two teachers have been hopefully 
pious during the year." 

At Griawold — *< During the sum- 
mer, six teachers and four schdara 
made a profesaon of religion, and con- 
tinue to ffive good evidence of a 
change of heart. We have to lament 
the death of one of our teachers." 

At Lebanon — *' In December, 1826, 
a revival of religion commenced, 
in which two teacners and »x scho- 
lars were hopefully converted. At 
the close of the past year there has 
been a pleasing, although not a very 
extensive revival, and we hope that 
it b still progressing. Two scholars 
and one teacher have expressed their 
hope in the mercy of God, within a 
few weeks." 

** On looking over the above re- 
ports of the several schools, it appears 
that forty-two teachers and seventy- 
five scholars have become pious dur- 
ing the past year. Of this number, 
thirty.six teachers and thirty-six scho- 
lars have already united with the 
Church." 



ABYANTA&SS 01 TBS SCNSAT-SCHOOI. 
MOHTBLT COafC£AT OF PHATRK. 

The observance of the second Mon- 
day evening of each month, as a sea- 
son of united prayer for the blessing 
of God on Sunday-schools, is believed 
to be attended with advantages which 
few realize. 

Where the season is regarded at all, 
it is too often found that a large number 
of those for whose advantage it is 
principally designed, are not accus- 
tomed to attend; and veiy many schools 
itfe yet, for the first timet to enjoy 
the privilege. It seems to us exceed- 
ingly desirable that parents should at- 
tend, as well as teachers and the older 
pupils, who are sufficiently advanced 
in life and attainments to profit by the 
services. In some places teachers only 
assemble, in others teachers and chil- 
dren, and in a few instances we have 
been told that thu meeting was attend- 
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ed (like the MMonary Mmthly Cen- 
cert) by all who w6pe interested in the 
object. This last is unquestionably the 
most expedient mgde of observing the 
season; and we affectionately and earn- 
estly desire the reader to use his in- 
fluence for its more general adoption. 
To this end it is well to have notice 
of the Concert g^ven in the congrega- 
tion to which the school may b^ at- 
tatcbed, on the Sabbath preceding. 
And where religious newspapers are 
published, a notice in these is of great 
service. Great efforts should be made 
to render it a season of interest and 
edification, and an effectual remedy 
for thin meetings will always be found 
in a spirited and persevering effort to 
make them useful and interesting. 
The periodicals of the Society will 
always contain matter enough to de- 
mand the praises and prayers of all 
the children of God, and important 
information is always at hand from 
other sources. We transcribe the fol- 
lowing just andfseasonable remarks on 
the advantages of the Monthly Con- 
cert from the Sabbath-School Herald. 

•*The meetings for prayer, more 
than any other means, sti'engthen the 
bond of union among the teachers. In 
the school, the attention of each is di- 
rected to his particular charge; but 
here they feel that all their aims are 
one. Their mutual consultations pro- 
duce a unity in their views which dou- 
bles the efficiency of all their efforts. 
Knowing that his exertions have the 
approbation and prayers of his fellow 
teachers, each can feel that he is not 
alone, and while labouring to secure 
the attendance of the pupils, and pro- 
mote their improvement, he acts as 
with the strength of the whole body, 
of which he is a member. 

** In meetings for prayer, too, the 
desponding teacher is often encourag- 
ed, and enabled to persevere in his la- 
bours with new devotedncss. The ir- 
regularity, or waywardness and inat- 



tention of his pupils, together with 
his own multiplied cares, have half 
persuaded him to relinquish his almost 
hopeless charge. But in the circle 
of prayer he has shared the sympa- 
thies of his brethren, and learned that 
theu* trials resembled his own. His 
hands have been strengthened by 
their prayers; he has acquired new 
views of duty, and with increased in- 
terest in the cause, he has cheerfully 
renewed his labours. 

** But the roost important light in 
which the teachers* prayer meeting 
can be viewed, is that which exhibits 
it as a visit to the throne of mercy for 
united supplication. After labouring 
each in his respective sphere, a band 
of pious teachers delight to contem- 
plate tlieir common interest, and offer 
their united prayers to tlieir common 
Lord. Feeling that their success de- 
pends on the blessing of God, and 
encouraged by the promise of the 
Saviour to united petitions, they can 
^ray with confidence and faith. Be- 
lieving that it is the cause of God 
which they are pleading, they can ap- 
proach the throne of grace with hum- 
ble boldness. A*nd as they extend 
their view from their own school to 
others, and from their own little com- 
munity, to the distant parts of our 
country and the world, and contem- 
plate the magnitude of the interests 
which depend on the success of their 
cause, they can pray with an importu- 
nityi which will not be denied. And 
if there is a scene on earth, in which 
the Saviour still delights to manifest 
his presence, and bestow his blessing, 
is not the teacher's concert such a 
place? 

"That I have not misjudged, re- 
specting the importance of these 
meetings, an observation of facts 
would abundantly prove. 1 have never 
known a very flourishing school, in 
connexion with which there was not 
a meeting for prayer, attended by the 
teachers. And I have never known 
a school, whose teachers regularly at- 
tended their stated prayer meeting, 
which did not enjoy a good degree of 
prosperity. The teachers* meeting 
which I have long had the pnvilege 
of attending, has been, at different 
periods, a veiy true index of tlie con- 
dition of our school. In the full at- 
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tendance, the deep soleinmty, and 
fervent prayers, which are sometimes 
witnessed, we have learned to foresee 
the increasing numbers, the serious 
attention, and intense interest of our 
scholars, on succeeding Sabbaths. 
VHien our concert lang^iwes, we have 
learned to expect a corresponding in- 
difference on the part of our pupils, 
manifested by their absence and inat- 
tention, and we are very rarely dis- 
appointed. 

'< If such be the importance of the 
concert for prayer in counenon with 
Sabbath-schools, what teacher, who 
loves the cause in which he is en- 
gaged, need be urged to observe this 
season consecrated by so many pray- 
ers, and rendered awfully solemn, by 
so momentous interests? What teach- 
er will not cheerfully lend his influ- 
ence, where it may be so happily ex- 
erted, and rejoice in witnessing and 
sharing the blessings which the con- 
cert tends to secure?" 



AN APPEAL FROM THE WEST. 

The following letter is full of inter- 
est and importance. It comes from an 
individual whose opinions and feeling^ 
are entitled to g^eat reg^ard, and who 
has long been an enlightened, devoted, 
steady friend to Sunday-schoob. Our 
only wish is that we could give it cir- 
culation on the wings of the wind, that 
it might be made to reach the thousands 
in our country to whose patriotism, 
philanthropy, and Christian feeling it 
so powerfully appeals. 

lUinoia, July 24, 1830. 

Mr. Eaitor:— I am one of those 
whose hopes and joys are intimately 
connected with the Church of Christ, 
and though more than one thousand 
miles West, yet I watch the move- 
ments of the Benevolent Societies at 
the East with an intense interest. 

Engaged in sustaining a large Sab- 
bath-School, which is excessively la- 
. borious for want ofsuituble coadjutors, 
my licai-t was ready to faint at the 
prospect of establishing in this coun- 
try some thousands of Sabbath schools, 



which should be left tb.droop and die 
as soon as the agent should leave them. 
I do cheerfully acknowledge their 
praiseworthy liberality, but though 
they should send uba million of doUm 
and freight their ships with books un- 
til we could not find depositories to 
contain them, yet all this in most places 
will not avail without the living teach- 
er — without efficient and permanent 
supervision. Let them send us intel- 
ligent, experienced, and pious teach- 
ers,, and we could soon find means to 
purchase books. We need an army 
of 10,000 teachers to meet tlie urgen- 
cy of the case which theb noble reso- 
lution contemplates. 

Oppressed with considerations like 
these, I cannot describe my feelmgs 
of gratitude and wonder when I sub- 
sequently learned from the history of 
their proceedings, that teachers were 
enlisting as volunteers to come out 
and help us. This meets the exigency. 
This looks like the tug of battle, and 
this has so much of God in it that I 
stand amazed, in contemplating how 
wondrously God is brining about 
what has been long the subject of deep 
anxiety and fervent prayer. This is 
the most important feature of the plan, 
and will give energy to other means, 
and crown the whole with success. 
JLet them send us this complement of 
devoted teachers, and, with God's 
blessing, we may safely calculate the 
following results. 

1. Sabbath-schools will be not only 
established but sustained. 

2. The wants of this country will 
be effectually explored and more ex- 
tensively known. 

3. We shall have a godly company 
of efficient laymen ready to sustain the 
ministry, and to promote other benevo- 
lent institutions. 

4. This plan presents a definite ob- 
ject and sufficient motives, and calls 
out professing Christians of another 
stamp than those who have hitherto 
come to this country, for the purposes 
of gain, and perhaps to get rid of 
those wholesome restraints which had 
already become irksome. 

5. It opens a great and effectual 
door for female piety to become active. 
Very many pious females in single life 
might come out in company witli 
otliers; and this constitutes an* impor- 
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tant part of the grand machinety of 
which we arc very destitute. 

6. We should thus he funushed 
with a very considerable recruit of 
teachers for day schools. 

7. It would be beneficial to the older 
churches, as it would in many instances 
bring into more active service those 
that are left behind. 

In a word, it would elevate the tone 
of piety and streng^en the bonds of 
union, and produce a more lively sym- 
pathy throughout the whole body of 
the Christian Church in this land of 
civil and religious liberty. 

A TEACHER. 

VIEWS OP THB tUTHBBAW CHtTRCH. 

The following is translated from the 
August Number of the Evangelieal 
Magazine of the lAUharan Church in 
this countiy, published at Gettysburg. 

** Sunday Sehook. 

** Seldom has a public benevolent 
enterprise exhibited more striking evi- 
dence of the aiding power of the Lord, 
than Sunday-schools furnish, in their 
commencement and progress. A gra- 
cious God bas hitherto, granted his 
blesmng to the planting and the water- 
ing of mese institutions. 

Fifty years have not yet elapsed 
since the establishment of the first 
Sunday-school Society, and abeady 
every quarter of the globe has felt 
more or less of the salutary influence 
of such associations. Not before the 
year 1814 were any vigorous opera- 
tions commenced in our Western he- 
misphere, and already the American 
Sunday-School Union, after the lapse 
of 15 or 16 years, numbers 400,000 
scholars and 60,000 teachers, who take 
an active share in this labour of love. 

The excellent old German custom 
of singing and praying with Ae chil- 
dren m school, and giving^ them the 
Bible and Catechism for their religious 
instruction, is universally adopted in 
Sunday-schools. Yet, little has hither- 
to been effected among the German 
population of Pennsylvania, in this 
cause, so vastly important to the rising 
generation. The Synod of West Penn- 
sylvania did indeed publish Sunday- 
school books three years ago, and in 
many congregations truly flourishing 



Crerman schools exist; moreover, the 
members of the several Synods, who 
were present at the last General Sy- 
nod, upon the breaking up of that bo- 
dy, formed themselves into a Luthe- 
ran Sunday-school Union, for the spe- 
cial purpose of engaging in the publi- 
cation of German Sunday-school books; 
but we must nevertheless acknow- 
ledge, that on the whole we have 
done very little in tiiis good cause. It 
is to be regretted, that we do not find 
in this our day, a greater measure of 
the religious feeling and spirit of our 
German ancestors among their de- 
scendants. Schools and education are 
in a deplorable condition. Great is 
the number of neglected children, 
g^reat the number of those who re- 
ceive Httie or no instruction concern- 
ing the way of salvation. By means 
of Sunday-schools this evil might cer- 
tainly in some degfree be remedied. 
May the Lord, who called die little 
ones to himself, to g^ve to them also 
the kingdom of heaven, powerfully 
direct the eyes and heai*ts of all, who 
are able to furnish aid, to this diseased 
part of our German school and church 
affairs, that without delay they may 
come forward to effect a cure, and the 
wandering youth return to the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of their souls. 

EXTRACTS FBOX RBP0BT8, &C. 

Containing the results of observation 
and experience* 
Effect of Ubrary, — The school 
that obtains a library seems at once 
to obtain stability, and become fixed 
in the regard and affection both of 
scholars and teachers. 

Jigents.'—Vfe know of no better 
means of increasing or perpetuating 
the benefits of Sunday-schools, than 
by sending a competent Ag^nt or Mis- 
sionary to visit, statedly or occasion- 
ally, the different schools and societies, 
to encourage them and strengthen 
their bonds. 

Monthly Concert.— The improve- 
ment manifest at the Monthly Con- 
cert of Prayer, and t^e full attendance 
of officers and teachers with evident 
interest, is among the evidences, in 
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which we rejoice, of the increasiog 
efficiency of Sabbath-school instrac- 
> tioD. 

Character of thig Magazine, — I have 
had a rich treat in the two Magazines 
that were sent me. Of the Marine, 
I must say that, generally, it is veiy 
nnidi prized by aU faithful teachers — 
those who love their work most and 
do it best, look to this pa]>er as most 
valuable and even necessary to them 
in their labours. 

DIFflGUtTT HAPPILY BSMOVSD. 

Marches, 1830. 
^ Beapecied Sir: — I have some time 
since received your questions address- 
ed to me, but in consequence of a lit- 
tle difference in our society, and some 
prevailing notions amongst some of 
our members, I deferred writing for a 
time to know what the result might 
be, and it appears that the Society has 
thought proper to withdraw entirely 
from the Umoi). I believe the princi- 
pal reason of this resolution was^ that 
there were several wealthy men in our 
place who had a wish to see the 
schools prosper, and would become 
members, but could not in conse- 
quence of the Society's being aujdlia- 
ry to the Union. 

P. S. I believe there is a small ba- 
lance due tiie Union, which we will 
remit by the first private opportunity. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church 
8, 8, Society m Smymay{iye\,) report- 
ed recent^ that a work of God is pro- 
gressin^r in that place, which com* 
mencea in the Sunday-school, and at 
a season of peculiar solemnity, pro- 
duced by a sermon to the children. 
** More than one hundred and twenty 
have been converted to God,'' sayv 
our correspondent, *< and • mysdf 
among the number." 

Goad 8igns.-^^Vvsen\& read our 
books witii interest to themsdves as 
well as to their children. Our Sunday- 
school concerts for four or five months 
have been crowded. 

H. , (N. Y.) JuM 30, 1830. 

I visited the Society of Shakers, 
al)d urged the impoitance of their 



fimmng a Sunday-school. They said 
they had a better Sujnday-school than 
die world's people had. One of the 
ciders informed me that they had 
bought more Bibles and Testaments 
in the last two years than they had be- 
fore in many years, and they used 
them as a school book. I found they 
had the 50 cent Bibles and the 12^ 
cent Testaments from the Bible So- 
ciety in New York. The elder that I 
talked with, said the children of their 
Society of 12 years of age, knew moi^ 
about the Bible than he did when he 
was 21 years of age. I went next to 

, and laboured one week. The 

g^at mass are very ignorant. Here 
I formed two schools; viated many fa- 
nulies; formed a Sunday-school iti the 
village for the poor children. They 
had a Sunday-school which met at the 
church, but tiie poor children would 
not attend: I went into a back lane 
and engaged a joiner's shop, for the 
children to meet in, and found two 
young ladies, who agreed to sec how 
many children they could get that 
would go, and the first Sabbath diey 
had 15. I believe there will be more 
than 20; and not one of these children 
had been to meeting in the meeting- 
house. I find many poor children 
p that will not go to meeting, because 
they are poor, and their parents up- 
hold them; but I think after they have 
been in a Sunday-schod for a time, 
they will be willing to go to meeting. 

The nfext town I visited was . 

There I spent one week. There is no 
regular preaching in this town. In 
one part of the town, for about 4 miles 
square, the^e is no school-house, and 
very few of the children go to school 
on the week days. Here I established 
a Sunday-school of about 10 children, 
most of them very poor ; I had to fur- 
nish Testaments for the most of the 
children^ I next visited the county 
almshouse, situated in ; proposed 

forming a Sunday-school; the keeper 
would not agree to it, until he had 
seen the commissioners. There are 
in the almshouse 170 poor; 50 of them 
are children; 20 children under 2 

years. I am now labouring in ; a 

latge town ^ or 10 miles from east to 
west, and ^ or 7 from north to south . 
Two or three of the churches are call, 
ed Union Churches, and they admit 
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any one to preach that comes along, 
especially if the preacher is opposed 
to Sabbath-schools, Bible, and other 
Religious Societies of the like nature, 
but above all if he is opposed to Tem- 
perance Societies. 



GreenmUe, Bond Co, (III.) May 26. 

There has been but very little done 
in this country for Sunday-schools, 
compared with what ought to have 
been done. We have had many diffi- 
culties to encounter, such as ignorance 
in ourselves and others, poverty, oppo- 
sition to the cause, and a very remote 
situation from any depository. If there 
could be a depository in this part of 
the State, it would be very much in fa- 
vour of the good cause. . Yandalia is 
a very suitable and central spot, and 

Mr. , of , a very active man, 

and one who is much engaged for 
Sunday-schools, and is at this time at 
the head of one of the best Sunday- 
schools in the State, would make a 
very good depositary. I have no doubt 
but that much good would be the re- 
sult of such a course. The prospect 
in favour of Sunday-schools at this 
time is very flattering. I went last 
Sabbath about 15 miles into a settle- 
ment that has for many years been re- 
puted one of the worst places in the 
country, to assist in formmg a Sunday- 
school Association, and to organize (if 
you please) a school. I found the peo- 
ple very needy, but very civil and at- 
tentive. Several old people became 
scholars; among them was one old 
man and woman who had gprandchil- 
dren several years old, and saw a letter 
only by the aid of glasses. Some 
young men became scholars who could 
spell in two syllables; but what was 
most interesting, was the group of 
young children, many of them not 
able to distinguish one letter from ano- 
ther, waiting for the word of eternal 
life. 



Northampton, (Mass.) July 26, 1830. 
Our school consists of about 580, 
nearly one hundred of whom are over 
seventeen years of age, and many of 
them members of the church. 

Vol. VIL— 40 



Ohio, July 19, 1830. 

Sir, — ^I have seen with much satis- 
tiaction the resolution of the American 
Sunday-School Union to establish Sun- 
day-schools throughout the Misassippi 
Valley. To carry this g^*eat object 
into effect, the friends of Sunday- 
schools in the west are particularly 
called upon (as I conceive) to lend at 
least their personal services in co- 
operation with those of the east, who 
are so liberally contributing their 
funds. With these views, I take tlie 
liberty to give you some account of 
the situation of this county, with a few 
suggestions as to the means necessary 
to carry this resolution into effect 
within its bounds. 

About 18 months ag^, there was a 
County Union Society organized in 
this town, and a respectable library for 
this school obtained; a hope was then 
induljged that there would be several 
auidliary schools in the county; but 
before this school was got into ope;^- 
tion, a sectarian jealousy sprung up, 
a party school was established in 
town, and the character and object of 
the American Union . so much spoken 
against, and so much, prejudice creat- 
ed, that .nothing could be done in aid 
of it. This party then attempted to 
establish schools throughout the coun- 
ty; the whole population was pressed 
to pay or subscribe for bibles, tracts, 
and Sunday-school books; some paid, 
and many subscribed who have never 
paid; several schools were commenc- 
ed, but have generally become ex- 
tinct; one, and perhaps the principal 
cause is the want of books. [Note, — 
Many of those who paid got no books 
of any sort.] That you may have some 
better view of this county, I will fur- 
ther observe that, in most of the dis- 
tricts where there is no school at this 
time,' in which it is practicable to es- 
tablish schools, the people are unable 
to furnish themselves with books. Per- 
mit me to ^ve you a brief account of 
a school, two miles from this town, 
which 1 assisted in organizing on Sab-* 
bath, the 11th inst. The house is a 
log building, open between the logs 
throughout; no seats except slabs laid 
upon blocks. There were present 28 
scholars; five only could read in the 
Bible, the remainder (6 or 8 of whom 
were over 15) could read indifferent- 
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]y in the spelling-book only. There 
were present thi^ teachers, all heads 
of fiimilieay one only a professor— Next 
their library— Among the scholars ther^ 
were two Testaments and one Bible, 
and about 10 half-worn spelling-books. 
The teachers brought about 20 tracts, 
just as the services of the school were 
commencing, a gun was fired near the 
school house by some hunter. The 
families within this district, interested 
in the school are all poor. I told them 
upon what terms books could be ob- 
tained from your society. I told them 
what the friends of Sunday-schools in 
the East are doing for the West, and 
I encouraged them to expect that in 
' case they would raise g4 or 5, (a great 
sum for such a purpose, in such a dis- 
trict,) a donation otone dozen of Tes- 
taments would be made to them; I 
thought the promise of a donation of 
the kind named, and that only, would 
excite them to raise something among 
themselves: and unless they can have 
more books than they now have, the 
school will soon close. Now I suppose 
that there are about 15 districts in 
this country, where it is practicable to 
establish schools, which will furnish 
30 scholars each, provided a like do- 
nation is made, and without it, it would 
be useless. 

In conclusion, I would say that, if 
the Parent Society is disposed to g^ant 
aid in the way above named, if they 
will give me an order for 200 Testa- 
ments on their Depository at Cincin- 
nati, I will undertake to establish 15 
schools in this county, (if Divine Pro- 
vidence permit,) or pay for the books 
at the rate of one dozen for each 
school short of that number, and all 
the schools shall be auxiliary to this 
County Union which is auxiliary to 
the American Sunday-School Union. 
Should your society comply with the 
proposition I have made, I wish the 
order may be forwarded without de- 
lay, that I may this season, perform the 
work. 

. The request contained in the above 
letter was complied with at once.] 

From another letter received from an 
Jgent at the West. 
I have now explored nearly all. the 



destitute parts of — — . I know of 
^but two places more of this descrip- 
tion, and these I intended to visit. 
There are a few places of which no 
hope can at present be entertained of 
introducing Uie Sunday-school system. 
The want of qualified teachers, is the 
greatest hindrance, that now lies in 
the way of Sunday-schools. Of the ex- 
tent of this e^l, you can scarcely fbrm 
any- adequate conception, and nothing 
but the energetic support of the sys- 
tem itself^ is ever gomg to rem^y 
the evil comphdned of, effectually. 

I have lately been informed, that 
the congregations of — — are now 
enjoying a work of Divine Grace. 
The work commenced in the Sunday-- 
school in both these instances, and is 
most prevalent with Sunday-school 
scholars and teachers. 

The work accumulates on my hands 
as I progress in it, so that I am un- 
able to meet all the calls and invita- 
tions that reach me from different 
quarters to visit them as a Sunday- 
school missionary. Much is to be done 
by somebody in those places where 
Sunday-schools have hitherto been 
established, or all will suffer, and may 
become extinct. 

From a Gentleman of the Baptist Z>e- 
nominationf residing in the Western 
Country, 

DsAB Sib:»I have been peculiarly 
gratified, and feel deeply interested in 
the recent movements of the Sunday- 
school cause, relative to the Valley of 
the Mississippi, many particulars of 
which, besides from the periodicals, I 

have received from the Rev. Mr. , 

one of your Agents. Since my return 
from the East in 1826, I have been 
able to do but little directly in the 
cause in this widely-extended field, 
over which I formerly ranged, and 
where 1 aided in planting the first Sun- 
day -schools in our "back woods" and 
"prairie" settlements. Yet I have 
not lost my feelings or interest in the 
good work. I have made it a consci- 
entious principle to devote one or two 
weeks every year exclusively in Sun- 
day-school labours abroad. Connected 
with our institution is a Sunday-school 
and Bible Class, which I superintend, 
and in which I officiate ever}^ second 
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Sabbath; this I have desired as a 
kind of model school for this region, 
as we intend that aU our students shall 
be ti'ained up for Sunday-school teach- 
ers and superintendents. There are 
now from 30 to 4fO of our former stu- 
dents who are dispersed through Mis- 
souri, Illinois, and the adjacent regions 
engaged in Sabbath-schools. About 
the number of 25 have been convert- 
ed, either while here or soon after 
leaving the Seminary, the most of 
whom attribute their first serious im- 
pressions to the Sabbath-school les- 
sons, some of these are contemplating 
the ministry. The first' convert at 
this Institution, the eldest son of Gov. 
— — , is now in ' University. 

He was converted while teaching a 
class here. The want of suitable 
teachers and superintendents will be 
the chief difficulty you will have to 
meet in the great valley, and this I 
can assure you is a formidable one, 
that tujo years labour cannot remove. 
We will do all in our power to aid you. 
I am now instructing and impressing 
it upon my students (between 40 and 
50 in number) that they all have to 
enter the field of Sunday-school la- 
bour, and must prepare themselves 
for it. Our monitorial, or system of 
mutual instruction, will tend to pre- 
pare them for teachers. 

Dwn an Jtgeni in the Southern States, 
After writing my last letter, I direct- 
ed my way towards . I was ob- 
liged to ride about 13 miles on Sun- 
day morning to visit a Baptist congre- 
gation. I had been advised to visit 
ihem by a clergyman of that denomi- 
nation, in . District. I arrived 

just before the services of the church, 
and addressed one of the people pre- 
sent, requesting him to inti'oduce me 
to the Minister. Upon making known 
the purpose of ray visit, I was imme- 
diately informed that a Sabbath-school 
had existed there, and was thence en- 
couraged to feel that I was upon Sab- 
bath-school ground; but my feelings 
were damped by a remark of one of 
the teachers that the Sabbath-school 
had been tried there, and the issue of 
the experiment was, that it could not 
stand. The scholars left it one by one, 
until the teachers were almost desert- 



ed, and they then felt themselves right 
to desert the little remnant of a school. 
I told them that they could not be 
sure of success alwa3rs, in the first ex- 
periment, and that the second attempt 
might succeed, where the first failed. 
They had just established prayer 
meetings, for the vacant Sabbaths (for 
they have preaching but once a month) 
with considerable success; these meet- 
ings are moveable from neighbour- 
hood to neighbourhood, so that a 
school could not be taught in union 
with them, unless by some new ar- 
rangement, and I left them labouring 
to contrive that. But! did not leave 
them without first making some re- 
marks to the congi*egation, ai)d detain- 
ing the members of the church to con- 
verse upon this important subject. I 
was pleased to hear them tell of the 
advantages of the school. Here it ap- 
peared,that though led to lay down the 
work in despondency, they had re- 
ceived abundant encouragement in the 
impro\^ement of the school while it 
was carried on. The fact is that a 
Sabbath-school cannot exist without 
doing good, unless by the neglect or 
misconduct of teachers, or some un- 
common cause. They said the •* pro- 
ficiency of the scholars had been as 
great in one season, as it had been in 
two years at the common school;'* 
scholars who could not read correctly 
learned to pronounce and obseinre 
their stops; and 20 years hence, said 
a teacher with an air of much satis- 
faction, they will be able to read well 
in church, or in any place, if called 
upon; (and this Is not a common at- 
tainment here;) some scholai*s who 
could learn but a few verses at first, 
got to recite two or three chapters, 
and had a store of Scripture know- 
ledge laid up for their whole lives. 
One gentleman was in the habit of 
learning portions of Scripture, and 
coming forward to recite with the 
scholara, to encourage them. The 
same pleasing accounts are g^ven of 
many schools which have struggled 
through difilculties to a premature 
end. They have still produced great 
good. With all my discouragements 
I do not regret on that account that I 
ever undertook this agency. It is a 
great and noble work; and to do any 
thing In it is of infinite moment. 
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RANK OV 8VNDAT-SCH00I.S. 

Extract from a letter from a distin' 

guiahea gentleman in North Caroli" 

na, dated August 20, 1830. 

Whatever of influence I may pos- 
sess, be assured it shall be exerted 
with unabated zeal in the good cause 
of Sabbath-schools; and as far as my 
feeble efforts can effect any thing 
in the same laudable work, they 
never shall be found wanting. To say 
that Sabbath -shools are beneficial to 
the community is but the echo of uni- 
ted Christendom; no voice is raised 
against them but here and there the 
feeble voice of infidelity. But it 
seems to me that the American Sun- 
day-School Union is especially calcu- 
lated to produce the greatest practica- 
ble good. This Society, by its union 
of sentiment and of actions, and by all 
the facilities which grow out of such a 
combination, supported as it is, and as 
1 trust ever will be, by public opinion, 
must and will continue to propel your 
vast moral machine to the effectual 
working of great and lasting happi- 
ness to the human family. The system 
of instruction is comparatively good, 
and is susceptible of the highest im- 
provement. 

To all the great benevolent efforts 
of the present day (and there are many 
which excite the wonder of the world) 
I consider the Sabbath-school system 
subsidiary in the highest degree. In- 
deed I should mther consider it the 
foundation, or a sort of preparatory 
school for all other, and inferior to 
none. It has prospered so far beyond 
the hope of the community, and given 
such convincing proofs of its utility, 
that nothing I think within the range 
of the most perspicuous observer can 
arrest its course. It is the Lord's work 
— it must prosper. And to Him let us 
all look for direction, for we all lack 
wisdom. I bid you God speed. 



THE SECOND VISIT. 

One of our most devoted Missiona- 
ries, in revisiting the scene of his 
labours, thus writes — 

*• I next visited the school six miles 

north of I . It commenced in 

January, soon af^cr my visit, and in a 



short time increased to sixty scliolars» 
notwithstanding bad weather, a crowd- 
ed house, &c. Mrs. H*** said that a 
class of seven girls who commenced 
attending the school in the fore part 
of the spring, in jvords of two sylla- 
bles, now commit a number of verses 
to memory every week, and a fort- 
night since, one of them recited the 
fourth chapter of Matthew. I was 
also informed of a Mrs. !♦••, a lady 
more than 40 years of age, who assist- 
ed in teaching the children their let- 
ters, though she could scarcely read: 
now she says her scholars are getting 
forward of her, and that she has to 
study diligently to prepare herself to 
hear her class. One man observed in 
regard to the school, * you may see 
the effect of the Sunday-school in the 
rapid increase of the rabbits in the 
neighbourhood. ' 

** I saw a remark a few days since 
in reg^ard to female teachers coming on 
from the East, to aid in carrying for- 
ward the noble resolution of the A. 
S. S. U. which led me to reflect more 
on the subject than I had done. It is 
a fact that parents in this part of the 
country think less of the education of 
their daughters than of their sons, and 
of com'se will be at less pains to se- 
cure it tlian to obtain a good education 
for' their sons. 

Ag^in, the education of the female 
part of the community, is considered 
complete at the age of twelve or four- 
teen years, and however small have 
been their previous advantages, all 
further opportunities of improvement 
are cut on, and thus qualified, they are 
called to take charge of a family at 16, 
and frequently at 14 or 15, years of 
age. Looking at these facts in con- 
nexion with the influence which mo- 
thers have in forming the character of 
a nation, has given me a deeper sense 
of the importance of Sunday-schools 
in this country than I have ever be- 
fore felt, especially in respect to the 
female part of the community. Who 
can calculate the amount of good 
which might be accomplished by a 
pious female, who would devote her 
whole attention to the instruction of 
her own sex, both during the week 
and on the Sabbath? Who can esti- 
mate the influence of such an indivi- 
vidual in forming: the future character 
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of this people ? There is a wide field 
where even the most timid of the 
daughters of Zion may do for their di- 
vine Lord and Master. 

JUST AND IMFOllTAirr SBNTIXENT8 BE8- 
. FKOTINO THE Q.UAL17ICATI0KB OV 
• TEACHERS. 

One grand object of our Magazine is 
accomplished, though it should be 
only a sort of exchange where the 
teachers and friends of Sunday-schools 
may meet, from time to time, and 
give each other the results of obser- 
vation and experience. 

The most animating and triumphant 
evidence of the increasing utility and 
importance of Sunday-school instruc- 
tion, is found in almost every line of 
the first ten or twelve pages of this num- 
ber. Sunday-school teachers should 
read, nay mwt read, with deep inter- 
est, what has such a direct, constant, 
and important bearing on all their offi- 
cial duties. 

Among other documents received 
within the last iponth, we have exam- 
ined, with much interest, the " Second 
Annual Report of the New Hampshii*e 
Baptist Sabbath-school Union," pre- 
sented at their annual meeting held at 
Cornish, June 22, 1830, and publish- 
ed by the Board of Managers. 

The prominent, and, as we think, 
most important characteristic of this 
report, is the high and just importance 
it attaches to the qualifications of teach- 
ers. The subject is introduced by a 
resolution recommending to all Pas- 
tors and superintendents vigorously 
to exert themselves to raise the stand- 
ard of qualification and training for 
this momentous employment, and so- 
licit every teacher, as early as pos- 
sible, to procure such publications 
as are most valuable for their use. 
The report itself will be found to en- 



force and illustrate, very happily, the 
spirit of this resolution. 

The report estimates the number 
of suitable subjects of Sunday-school 
instruction, in thlit State, at 75,000, 
of whom one sixth part may claim the 
special attention of the Baptist denom- 
ination. 

" The total number of Auxiliaries 
reported to this Union the present 
year, is 22— of schools, 35— of teach^ 
ers, 237 — of scholars, 1540; — making 
an increase, over those repohed last 
year, of 2 Auxiliaries, 8 schools, 25 
teachers, and 318 scholars. Of the 
schools reported, 8 or 10 are contin- 
ued through the winter, and four ob- 
serve the Sunday-school Monthly Con- 
cert, Only 2 are reported as taking 
any Sabbath-school periodical. But 
8 out of the whole, report Bible-clas- 
ses in connexion with the schools. In 
these, are 484 pupils. This is an in- 
crease, however, of 5 classes and 314 
pupils over the returns of last year. 
All the schools have libraries; and the 
number of volumes reported this year 
is 2695; being an increase of 1580 vol- 
umes. And which is more encoura- 
ging than all the rest, 14 teachers and 
45 scholars are reported to have join- 
ed the church dunng the year, besides 
a number more who give evidence of 
having experienced, though they have 
not yet publicly professed, religion — 
yielding an increase of 12 teachers 
and 43 scholars over the results of 
last year. 

" Such are the actual returns. But 
as the Constitution of the Union re- 
quires, in the Annual report, a state- 
ment of the probable number of all 
the schools in the Baptist connexion 
within this State, we proceed to re- 
mark, that from 6 of our Auxiliaries, 
and these by no means the least effi- 
cient, we have not received returns 
during the year. At least, not in sea- 
son to be incorporated with this Re- 
port. Besides these, your Boaixl have 
heard of 11 churches whose schools 
have not yet become Auxiliary. If 
to these 17 we apply the same rule of 
results as in the 22 Auxiliaries report- 
ed, and aild these togetlier, it will 
yield the following aggregate as the 
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probable number in the whole State-^ 
■chock 61; Teachers 401; scholars 
2684; volumes in the library, 4695; 
teachers who have made a profession 
of religion during the year, 25; schol- 
ars do. 81; Bible-classes in connexion, 
14; Bible-class pupils, 847. Making 
an increase over the random opinion 
hazarded last year, of 1 school, 51 
teachers, 884 scholars, and 2195 libra- 
ry volumes. 

« The Axebicah SuinDAT-scHooL 
Uirioir, of which we are now a regu- 
lar branch, notudthstanding a clamour 
of infidel opposition, is still moving 
forward in the majesty of increasing 
streng^. It is emphatically '▲ so- 

CtXTT FOR THE PBOMOTIOir OV THE 
trVIVERSAI, XORAL AJXn RELieiUUS ED- 
UCATIOir OP THE TOUNS.* " 

It seems that, in the six Associations 
embraced by the Union, there are 
eighty-one churches, of which, thirty- 
eight only have Sabbath-schools; and 
of the thirty-eight, twenty-two, only, 
reported. 

We have only room for a portion of 
the remarks which are made on the 
important subject pf the qualifications 
of teachers. 

**In endeavouring to ascertain the 
principal causes which retard the suc- 
cess Bf Sabbath-schools, the coni^ction 
has become general, that the S3rstem 
suffers more from one particular cause 
than from the combined operation of 
all the rest. This general conviction 
is painfuUy shared by your Board. 
They are deeply and definitely per- 
suaded, that neither the virulence of 
infidel opposition, nor the force of 
sectarian prejudice, nor the uncon- 
scious influence of Antinomian princi- 
ples, nor the benumbing torpor of in- 
dolence, nor the privations of poverty, 
nor the sparseness of population, nor 
the absence of suitable superintend- 
ence, no, nor all united, are so great 
an obstacle to the highest efficiency 
of the Sabbath-school system, as the 
want of suitably qualified teachers. 
In view of this fact, the Board fed con- 
strained to call the attention of their 
Auxiliaries to the primary duty of 

IlAISrNG THE aUALIFICATIONS OF TEACH- 

Kas rx OUR Saobath-schoolb, a\d of 



XKeSSAnVO TBBIB MtJMRBK BT ▲ 8T»- 
TBH 01 BBSCLAB. ANB WBLL-ADAfTEV 
TBAIHTIPO. 

" Let Sabbath-schofd teachers learn 
to magnify their effiee. Let them re- 
member that the dearests interests of 
society, and of posterity, are commit- 
ted to their hands, along with the chil- 
dren confided to their instructions. 
Let them remember that these chil- 
dren are to be, in their turn, fathers, 
and mothers, and citizens, and rulers; 
that in a few years they will carry the 
sentiments and feelings imbibed at the 
Sabbath-school, not only into the re- 
tirement of domestic life, but into the 
high places of influence and power. 
Let them remember how precious is 
the material they have to work upon — 
the iwoBTAL HiKB; — ^how prccious 
the means with which they work— -the 
WoBD OP God; — ^how precious the mo- 
ments — ^the Lobd's Day, the acc^ted 
time, tht day of iohation. Let them 
hear the Saviour sayii^. Take heed 
how ye despise one of these little ones. 
Let them meditate the disclosures of 
the judgment — the awful depths of 
eternity — and bear in mind tiie mo- 
mentous truth, that 'whosoever has 
the regulation of the associations of 
another from early infancy, is, to a 
great degree, the arbiter of his happi- 
ness or misery. '• If by sach reflec- 
tions they are led to exclum, tuAo is 
sufficient for these things? it is to be 
hoped the)r will feel more deeply anx- 
ious to avail themselves of the means 
indispensable to qualify them proper- 
ly for theff responsible office." 

What are those means? We do but 
name some of them, in saying, the Bi- 
ble—a Bible Dictionary and Atlas — 
Lloyd's Teachers* Manual, and some 
Sabbatli-school Periodical — if possible, 
by all means the American Sunday- 
school Teachers' Magazine. Let these 
at least be procured, and used with 
unwearied study and unceasing pray- 
er. He who does this, may humbly 
hope in time to be a competent Sab- 
bath-school Teacher. 

But we want to train up under God 
without delay, a whole race of such 
Teachers. And whence must tiiis 
new race arise, but from the bosom of 
our Sabbath-schools? It should be in- 

* Diipld Stewait. 
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culcated e«riy and late upon every 
scholar^ that in his turn he must' be- 
come hereafter a teacher, in some one 
of the innumerable departments of in- 
struction, and that now is the time to 
qualify himself for the tasks of future 
life and usefulness. But this is not all. 
A Bible Class, to embrace all the 
older pupils of the school, and carry 
them forward year after year to still 
hieher attainments in Scripture know- 
ledge—important as it is to the regu- 
lar gradation of the system — is not 
all. To complete and crown the sys- 
tem, every school should have, under 
the special care of the Pastor or Su- 
perintendents, a select band of sudi 
of the riper scholars as show some 
taste and aptitude for the employ- 
ment — who shall be studiously trained 
to teach — who shall be well informed 
not only in the word of truth, but also 
in the best methods of communicating 
instruction; and well skilled in the 
divine art of awakening, unfolding, sti- 
mulating, and directing the infant 
mind in matters of eternal moment^- 
that, by the blessing of God, it may 
early and effectually be made tvise 
unto salvation. In a word, there should 
be attached to every Christian congre- 
gation, aiming to extend and multiply 
the benefits of Christianity, and to per- 
petuate them to posterfty, what in 
technicaj language is called a " Model 
Sc hool."--And thus should the system 
go on, with accelerating energy, until 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord^ as tlie waters cover the sea. 
The present is no time for inaction 
and delay. .The signs of the times are 
full of uncommon omen. We live in 
the very crisis of prodigious events. 
The world is labouring with the throes 
of that last conflict which is to pre- 
cede the universal triumph of the 
Cross. Our own country is shaken 
with the shock of eager combatants, 
hastening to try, in one great and de- 
cisive encounter, the grand question, 
whether the Bible is from God, and 
is man's only rule as the revelation of 
the Almighty Will. For ourselves, 
we entertain no fears as to the final 
issue of this encounter. We believe 
that the Jubilee of the whole earth is 
at hand. And we believe that it is to 
be brought about, not hy might or by 
power f but by the Spirit of the Lord of 
Hosts. 



DONATIONS veoeivvd by the American Sun- 
day-Sehool Union, firom August ISUi to Sep- 
tember 12th, 1830— inclugive. 
I. KIKIST£B8 XSXBSaS FOK UfS, 

By the payment of thirty doUars, md 

upwards, 
llRev. A. D» Eddy, Canandaigua, N. T. 

in part, gli oo 

n. OTIUB MEMBERS FOB X.1FE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars, and 
upwards, 

$Mrt. £. D. Swift, ^nfe of Rev. Mr. 
Swift, of Pittsburg, Fa. so 00 

lU. JUTNUAI. 8VB8CBIBSR8, 

By the payment of three dMo^ and 
upwards. 

Elijah Paine, Williamstown, Vt. 1830. 5 00 
Noble Lovely, Charlotte, Vt. 1830. 3 00 

IV. noiTATio^irs to the gehsbal fuhd. 
tMiss M. M* Arthur, Johnstown, N. J. 1 OO 
tRev. Mr. Morgan, do. i 00 

fDaTis Allen, do. l 00 

tMrs Maria Morgan, do. i 00 

tJoseph Guilhot, do. 10 

IPaul Beck, Junr, Philad. (in addition 

to S^s^ before paid.) 500 OO 

UContribution in Canandidgna, N. T. 21 00 
yF. Crosby, Lyons, N. Y. l 00 

11 Contribution, do. „ s 52 

f From the Presbyterian Ch. of Hudson, 
N. Y. under the care of Rev. Wm. 
Chester, August 29, 1830. as follows, 
viz. Hudson Sabbath school, GO 00 

Ladies Sewing Society, lO oo 

« S. S. Concert" Privilege Society con- 

sbting of a few pious ladies, l 25 

G. D. Fowler, «3; Warren Rockwell, 2. 5 00 
^s. Rockwell, John Raynor, R. Ray. 
nor, J. E. Rockwell, E. W. Rockwell, 
D. Fowler, J. Piatt, Mrs. Piatt, Eli- 
zabeth Piatt, Ed. Thurston, J. Hum- 
phreys, J, W. Fairfield, N. T. Broech, 
Jane T. Broech, H. Benedict, R. Fol- 
ger, F. H. Sevens, and two teachers, 
19 in all; ^1 each, xo 00 

H. H. S. Broech, 50 cts ; Mrs. Piei-ce, 

50 cts, 1 00 

Two teachers, SO cts each, i oo 

A teacher, 25 cts ; 2 scholars, 25 cts. 

each, 7, 

♦Gei-rit Smith, Esqr. 30 00 

Walthourviile Female S. S. Rieebow, 

Ga. forwarded by Mr. R. Hooker, 50 00 
ttMrs. PL C. Cochrem, Chatham, N. j. 1 00 
ttfielvidere, N. J. Sundry Collections 

at Concerts of Prayer, 7 ss 

V. MISSIOITART FUND, 

Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 
the fotlowirig Societies Auxiliary. 

Shiloh, S. S. Kentucky, 3 oo 
Salem, Co. N. J. S. S. U. per Rev. 

"Wm. Bacon, Pres. 3 00 

Lower Mt. Bethel, Pa. S.S. Association, 3 00 
Hay*B School House, Kent. Sunday. 

School, 3 oQ 

Warren, Co. N. J. S. S. U 3 gg 
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Receipts, 
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DOHATtOKS. 
Ilulford, Co. Cont. S. S. U. being the 
Third Quarterly payment for the 
•upportof aMif8ioiiaryinMo.&IlL 100 00 

VI. BOHATIOKB TO THE VAtLBT OP THE 
mSBIBSIFFI FUlfS. 
In the city of New Fw*.— Wm. B. Humbert, 
gSO; Miss Fanny Otis, 3; Rev. Ebenezer Ma- 
son, 20; Rev. Bei\j. H. Rice, 30 ; A Lady, 20; 
P. R» Starr, 30; A Lady and her son, 3; 50 cts; 
Miss Eliz. B. Grant to Constitute the Rev. 
Charles Whitehead, Hopewell, N. Y. a life 
member, 30 ; Mr. Smith, by R. T. Haines, 1 ; 
Job Chandler, by do. S; Mr. Marshall and Fa- 
mily, by do. 3; Mr. Terry, by do. 2; Miss Hoe, 
1 ; An assoeiation of Ladies in TUhkiU, N. Y. 
by Miss Mary Bunce, Secy. 30 ; A teacher, 
Philadelphia, 3,75; J. S. Bacheldor, Utica, 2; J. 
E. Clark, do. 3; New Hartford, K. Y. N. Coe, 5; 
N. H. Kelly, 5; D. W. Rasonell, 5; C. Babcock, 
5; Mrs. Doubleday, 1,25; Ann Doubleday, 2; E. 
Palmer, l; Maria Wells, 1; Theodore Miller, 1; 
G. Kilbum, 1,25 ; David Risley, 2 ; Mrs. Ris- 
ley, SO cts; E. Williams, 3; Dica Pierce, 50 cts; 
Sarah Pierce, I2i cts; C. Wilcox, 12J; Cash 1. 
—ffJutegboro, N. Y. Thomas Beeche, 1; Lucy 
Brings, 1 ; Osias Wilcox, 1 ; Miss Barrington, 
12| cts; Mrs. Wilcox, 50 cts; Cash, 25 cts; Yoric 
Mill Society, S^—WeHmoreland^ N. Y. R. 
Sweeting, 50 cts; R. G. Carter, 1; A. Williams, 
1 ; J. ToH-nshend, 1 ; N. Townshend, 3 ; M. 
Townshend, 25 cts; E. Townshend, 25 cts; Mr. 
Bringham, 1; A. Sej-mour, 2; A.*Ameeting, 50 
cts; G. Langford, 1 ; Jsaac Seymour, 1 ; S. S. 
Delano, 1 ; A. Friend, 25 cts ; Cash, 50 cts ; J. 
Wales, 2.— iJwnc, N. Y. C. Brown, 1 ; G. W. 
Pope, 2; SeUi B. Roberts, 12; F. Wright, 1; C. 
Hayden, 2; F. Bicknell, 1, Cash 26,50; G. Wor- 
thington, l ; R. H. Hurlburt, 3 ; C. HoUister, 
50 cts; A. Blair, 5; A. Mundge, Ij Israel DeiT- 
nis, 1; A. Flint, 1; B. Hubbard, 25 cts; H. A. 
Foster, 5; O. C. Grosvenor, 2; N. H. Carr, 1.— 
Vernon Centre, S. H. Hungerfold, 75 cts ; L 
Hill, 50 ct«; S. Smith, 50 cts; B. D. Allen, 50 
cts; J. W. Cook, 50 cts; Levi Hill, 50 cts; John 
Waters, 374 cts ; D. Pettibone, 75 ets ; Ashbel 
Norton, 50 cts, P. Smith, 37^ cts; Cash 12^ cts; 
D. Bronson, 2; Collection in the Baptist Church, 
Whitetboroy N. Y. 5,30 ; Do in Pi-es. Church, 
13,49 ; Collection in Pres. Ch. New Hartford^ 
N. Y. 23,30 ; Do in S. S. 3fi3,— Oneida viUage, 
N. Y. Rev. George Freeman, i.— Vernon Vil- 
lage, N. Y. from members of the Presbyterian 
Church to constitute their Pastor, the Rev. A. 
Garrison, a life member, 34,12; H. Stevens, 1; 
S. Higenbotham, 2; John Warren, 1; Charles 
Granger, 50 cts; George Burton, 25 cts; Rev. 
Calvin Bushnell, 2,—Mgusta, N. Y^fi-om Sun- 
wdry persons, 13; R. J. Lewis, 10 cts; John Le- 
is, 1; Erastus Lewis, 1; Jno. Knox, 50 cts; 
R, B. D. Wolf, 25 cts; M. Sperry, 50 cts; Da- 
vid Umbler, 50 cts ; John Bird, 2 ; Mrs. M. 
Thompson, 50 cts; ** Widow's mite," i; Friend, 
1; Friend, 50 eta.— ^Rochester, N. Y. B. Camp, 
bell, 5 ; Susan SUunton, 3 ; Erastus Cook, 3 ; 
L. L. Poet, 1 ; A. Wakely, 5 ; Gen. J. Gould, 
3: l> Scocfllv. A. Sampson.*?; N. AUlricU, 



1; M. Chapin, 3^-^Riga N. Y. Henry Brewster, 
5.—Broo/^ort, N. Y. fVom a few individuals at 
the conferences of ChurchM, 4,75; Memben of 
the first Pres. Church to constitute their Pas- 
tor, the Rev. Joseph Myers, a life member, 30. 
—Ogden, N. Y. Charles Church, P. M. 10 ; S. 
Wilcox, 50 ets; Wm. A. Chapman. 25 cts; G. 
W. Wilky, 5; W. Wright, 85 cts; A. Arnold, 
3; E. AmoM, 1; Austin Spencer, 2; F. Olmsted, 
1; J. Ball, 1; Dea.*J. Brown, I,— New -fLdfanon, 
N. Y. Rev. Mr. Churchill, 3,50; R. Woodruff, 
3; Thomas M<Kendall, 6,76; M. Kendall, 35 cts; 
R. Kendall, 35 cts; D..K. 6| cts; Mary Jewell, 
35; Dr. H. D. Wright,' 1; Jsaac Everett, 1; B. 
Prabody and family, 1,35; John Preabody,!; J. 
Shdton, 5.— New York City. W. A. Booth, 35; 
A Lady by J. P. H. 1; Mrs. J. Leavitt, 5; Miss 
Harriet Wiley, 5 ; Miss Eliza Wiley, 3 ; fVom 
the schohirs of Female School, No. 3, attached 
to Dr. Spring's Church, 74 Testaments, 3 Bi- 
bles ; Male School, 36 Testaments & 4 Bibles, 
with Pamphlets and tracts, and a few small 
books recived through N. Y. Dep'y.; Clarissa 
Becell, 1; R. M. O. a little boy in school. No. 
14. 6 cts; M. Foster, 3; H. Hart, 3; James A. 
Kissam, 3; From the Superintendents, Teach- 
ers, and scholars in school No. 37. attached to 
the African Baptist Chureh in Anthony street, 
35; Marcus Wilbur, 30; S. T. Hubbard, 15; C. 
C. Mudge, S; D. Brown, 2; James Simmon, 5; 
H. H. Ludlow, 5; Stephen Holt, 3 ; Abijah 
Fisher, 25; T. Darling, 25; Silas Holmes, 50; 
E. Merrill, 5 ; A. R. Whetmore, 25; Samuel 
Walker, 5; O. Halstead, 20 ; M. Ketchum, 25; 
S. P. Staples, 10 ; G. Hallock, 10; N. J. Jen- 
lungs, 5; F. W Burke, 2; J. Brothers, 50; J. 
Kei-shaw, 2,50; D. L. S. Stephens,' 5; R. H. 
M^Curdy, 5; T. Cochran, 5; S, Cochran, 5; F. 
Cochran, 5 ; S. L. Philips, 2 ; R. T. Haines, 
250; Mrs. Hedges, 5; C^eorge W. Snow, 1; D. 
Chandler, 5; Ann Easton, 5; Petersburg, Va. 
per. Edwin James, Jr. 200; ^ S" of Springfield, 
Mass. 10; Rev. Robert Cathcart, York, Pa. 10; 
^Cincinnati, Oluo, sundry individuals, 342,50; 
First Pi-e. Congregation in the borough of Eas- 
ton, Pa. pf which the Rev. J. Gray is Pastor, 
First instalment of which JB30, is to constitute 
Rev. J. Giay a L. M. 121 ; C. Veyhte, 2,50; 
Enclosed in an Anonymous Letter, Phitad. 5 ; 
ttFrom the Teachers and a few Friends of 
S. S. in Elizabeth, N. J. to constitute Rev. 
John T. Halsey a L. M. 30; ttFrom Members 
of Cong, at Woodbridge, N. J. to constitute 
their Pastor, Rev. Mr. Barton, a L. M. 30 ; 
From SchoUrs of 1st S. School of 1st Pres. 
Ch. Pittsburg, Pa. per Rev J. L. Grant, 20,15; 
From 2nd. School of the same Ch. 2,91; Rev. 
J. B. Adams, 5; Dr. J. D. Harris, i)er Rev. J. 
B. Adams, 1; Mrs. Anna Knox, do 1. 

t Per Rev. J. M<Ilvaine. 

t Per Rev. R. Baird, General Agent. 

$ Per R«v. J. F. Halsey. 

II Per Rev. B. F. Pratt 

f Per Rev. Dr. Ely. 

* Per Rev. J. Beecher. 

t+ ^>r Dr Khj^V'sIu 
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PRINCIPLES, CAPACITIES, AND BESULtS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTIOJI. 



We are indebted, for the following 
article, to the Christian Spectator^ a 
quarterly publication of high repute, 
conducted by an association of gentle- 
men, and printed at New Haven, 
Conn. It presents an interesting view 
of the facilities which Sunday-schools 
afford for impressing religious truth 
on the mind— of the instrument and 
agency by which they produce their 
effects — of the simplicity of the prin- 
ciples by which they are established 
and governed — and the grandeur of 
the results which they accomplish. 

Few of our readers would probably 
see the article in the Spectator, — and 
we are persuaded that they will read 
it with great interest and profit. It 
seemed to us important that it should 
be preserved, in some form, for the use 
of teachers— and this could be done 
in no way so well as by transferring it, 
entire, to our pages. 

.Sixth Jitmual Report of the American 
^ Sunday School Union, May 25, Phil- 
adelpUa, 1830. 

This interesting document may be 
considered as auspicious in two i*e- 
spects, to the cause whose claims it is 
designed to recommend. The ability 
with which it is drawn up, furnishes 
evidence that the cause is enlisting 
some of the best talents in our country; 
and the facts which it exhibits, show 

Vol. VIL— 41 



that the institution is moving forward 
in its operations with increa«ng power 
and majesty. Without attem|)ting an 
analysis of the Report, (which we 
doubt not our readers will have the op- 
portunity, and the disposition to ex- 
amine for themselves,) we intend in 
this article to make it the basis of a few 
remarks upon the Sabbath-school in- 
stitution; illustrative of the energy of 
its operations, the simplicity of its prin- 
ciple, and the grandeur of its results. 
In estimating the moral power tha:t 
belongs to this noble institution, we 
may look first at the subject on which 
it operates, the mind including the in- 
tellect and the affections; the mind of 
a child; the mind in its most docile 
state, while it has not yet been brought 
in contact with the false maxims of the 
world. Far be it from us to deny that 
the mind of man in a state of nature, is 
a corrupt fountain which sends forth 
bitter streams: nevertheless we attack 
the evil propensity with far better 
hope of success in the weakness of its 
infancy, than if we wait till it has had 
time to gather the strength of age. — 
The wild beast of the forest if taken 
from the dam may be tamed; but the 
same wild beast suffered to range the 
hills and valleys till all its native fero- 
city is brought into exercise, might 
punish the temerity of the individual 
who sliould approach him, by tearing 
him in pieces. The sapling which is ' 
growing up by the side of our path, 
will move with the motion of the hand; 
but let it alone, and it will become a 
giant oak, which will indeed wave 
with the wintry blast, I)ut will cause 
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the earth to rock around it. In like 
manner, we mav take an individual 
while he is a child, and he will be 
ready to listen to our instructions; and 
when we point out to him the path to 
heaven, he may actually enter that 
strait and narrow way, and become a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. But if 
we should meet him after the world 
has had time to harden his heaK, and 
deaden his conscience, and diffuse the 
poison of infidelity through his soul, 
we might almost as well speak to the 
rocks or to the winds, as to him: we 
might with nearly as much prospect 
of success, call upon the leopard to 
wash out his spots, or stand at the 
door of the tomb and bid its tenants 
come out, as to press him with the 
subject of his sours salvation; for not 
improbably, like £phraim, he may be 
given up to his idols, and God may 
have let him alone. It is manifest then, 
that the Sabbath-school institution has 
not only the mind for the subject of its 
operations, but the mind in circum- 
stances that promise the best success. 

We mav look, nest, at the ^-and in- 
strument by which this institution ope- 
rates, the word of God, and a moment's 
reflection will show how admirably 
adapted it is to the improvement both 
of the intellect and of the affections. 

Where shall we find another book, 
that has so much to employ and quick- 
en and elevate the intellect, as the 
bible ^ Where else shall we find truths 
so sublime as those which relate to the 
character of God, the mediation of 
Christ, the resurrection of the dead, 
the glories of heaven? Where else is 
the human character analyzed with 
such minuteness, or individual charac- 
ter portrayed with such living beauty? 
Where els6 sliall we look for any au- 
thentic history of the creation, or of 
the early ages of the world? Is it our 
object then to select the noblest field 
for the imagination ? we have it in the 
bible; in the sublimity of its truths, 
and of the imagery under which they 
are often conveyed. Would we con- 
template the finest specimens of narra- 
tive ? We find them in the bible; 
in the history of Joseph, and Mo- 
ses, and the good Samaritan, and a 
multitude of otliera. Or would we 
study the science of human nature, 
and learn what the heart of man is, by \ 
leai'ning what his conduct has always 



been? Here again, there is nothing 
like the bible; for it esdiibits man in 
every variety of condition. Laying out 
of view then the moro/infiuence of the 
bible altogether, we can say that it is 
fitted above any thing else to improve 
the intellect; to bring its powers into 
vigorous and successful action. And 
to this end it has been studied, and 
successfully studied, even bv infidels; 
who, wh'de they have hated the holi- 
ness of its truths, have been enraptur- 
ed by the simplicity and majesty, with 
which those truths are communicated. 

But it were far too little to say of the 
bible, that it is adapted to the cultwe 
of the intellect; for it exerts its best in- 
fluence in regulating, purifying, and 
elevating the affections. In this part 
of the human constitution, as it now 
exists, there is wild disorder; for here 
sin has erected his throne, and here he 
exerts his most baleful influence. — 
Now it is the tendency of the bible to 
dethrone this usurper, and to give to 
the active principles of our nature a 
new and holy direction. It is its ten- 
dency to bring back the affections 
from the forbidden objects after which 
they have gone out, and to fasten them 
upon objects on which they may be 
worthily employed. It is its tendency 
to refine and exalt tlie social affections, 
thus diffusing a kindly influence over 
the intercourse of life. But beyond 
this, it brings the soul to rest upon 
God, and changes it into his image, 
and breathes into it his spirit, and 
finally prepares it to be taken up into 
his presence. That this is the genuine 
effect of God's truth upon tiie heart, 
witness every true believer on earth, 
and every redeemed soul in heaven. 

Such is the instrument by which the 
Sabbath-school institution operates: 
and who now will not say, that it is 
most happily accommodated to the 
subjects on which it acts? Whether we 
regard the culture of the intellect, or 
the culture of the heart, what means 
can be employed in comparison with 
the bible ^ 

We may contemplate farther the 
living agency, which the Sabbath- 
school employs to wield this well 
adapted instrument. And first of all, 
there is the agency of teachers; most of 
them young men and women full of 
ardour and enterprise; a large propor- 
tion of them, decidedly pious-^of 
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course acting under the full impression 
of Christian responsibility; many of 
them of highly cultivated minds, and 
able, in their instructions, to draw from 
the most ample resources; and not a 
few of them in the higher walks of 
life, thus bringing the authority of 
rank to aid their hallowed enterprise. 
There is also the agency of parents, 
and in a multitude of instances, of 
Christian parents; many of whom re- 
gularly instruct their children in the 
Sabbath-school lesson; and of those 
who do not, many have questions put 
to them which send them to the bible, 
thus obliging them to learn that they 
may be able to teach. And here there 
is a double advantage resulting from 
the relation between parent and child; 
for, on the one hand, there is the in- 
fluence of parental affection to awaken 
the parent's interest, and call forth his 
best efforts, in the way of instruction; 
and on the other, there is the influence 
of filial affection, to dispose the child 
to listen with attention and profit. 
There ia moreover enlisted in this en- 
terprise the agency of the church; 
for the church does, by her ministers 
and other officers, exercise a general 
superintendence over the institution ; 
not only guarding it against perversion 
and abuse, but by occasional visits, 
and sometimes by more active efforts, 
helping forward its benevolent opera- 
tions. And more than all, and above 
all, there is the agency of God; for 
without the aids of his spirit, all hu- 
man agency will be to little or no pur- 
pose. He can, and he often does, 
give to Sabbath-school instruction its 
appropriate effect, in enlightening the 
understanding, in renovating the af- 
fections, in transforming the whole 
chai'acter. Indeed so much more im- 
portant is his agency than any other, 
that it were perhaps more proper to 
speak of him as the only agent, and all 
others as simple instruments; for with- 
out his blessing, all who are enlisted 
in the Sabbath-school cause nught la- 
bour with their might, till the grave 
should close in upon them, and heaven 
would not gain a single soul through 
their instrumentality. 

Now, for a moment, let us review 
the ground we have passed over, and 
see whether we are not brought most 
legitimately to the conclusion that the 



Sabbath-school institution is fitted to 
operate with prodigious enerfl;y. \VJ at 
is the subject? It is the mind— the do- 
cile mind of a child. What is the in- 
strument? It is the word of God; 
which God himself hath declared to be 
quick and powerful. What is the 
agency ? It is the agency of teachers 
—intelligent, enterprising, pious; the 
agency of parents, of the church, and 
to crown all, of the Holy Ghost. — 
What may we not expect that such 
agents acting with such an instrument, 
on such a subject, will accomplish? Is 
there not inherent in the institution a 
mighty moral power? 

But from having spoken of the en- 
ergy of its operations, we pass to an 
illustration of the simplicity of its prin- 
ciple. 

The principle on which this institu- 
tion is built is exemplified every week 
in almost every Christian family. It is 
nothing more nor less than familiar in- 
struction. An elder brother or sister 
sits down, surrounded by a group of 
the younger members of the family, to 
teach them lessons of morality and re- 
ligion. There is here nothing^ stately, 
or distant, or reserved; it is just a &- 
miliar and affectionate interchange of 
thought, between those who know 
more and those who know less, for 
the benefit of the latter. And the same 
spirit that dictates this instruction, will 
also discover itself in a watchful re- 
gard for the interests of these young 
children, during the whole week, and 
during every week; in seasonable 
counsels, admonitions and effoi*ts, de- 
signed to do them good. Now if we 
look in upon a Sabbath-school, what 
more do we see than this same princi- 
ple brought into action upon a mQre 
extended scale; the children of many 
families collected in groups around 
their teachers, to receive instruction 
out of God's word, in the simplest 
manner possible. Here is no pulpit 
formality; no assumption of authority, 
no distant or awe-inspiring manner; 
nothing to chill the blood, or obstruct 
the utterance, or confuse the thoughts 
of a child. The voice which speaks to 
them is not the voice of a s'tranger: if 
it is not literally the voice of a brother 
or a sister, it is that of one whom they 
know and respect and love; and they 
listen to it with delight. And in the 
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ptoereas of the exercise, nptonly the 
teacher questions the child, but the 
child is encouraged to question the 
teacher, and the whole is in every re- 
spect, as familiar as a common fire«side 
convei*sation. And the teacher does 
not foiyet his cUss during the week, 
but so & as circumstances permit, he 
takes cognizance of their conduct, and 
if he does his duty, offers up his pray- 
ers for them in the closet, that his next 
meeting with them, and every meet- 
ing with them, may subserve their 
best and immortal interests. 

From the simplicity of its principle, 
the Sabbath-school institution has this 
important advantaj^e — that it admits of 
universal application, both in relation 
to circumstances and individuals. 

In every large city there is a fear- 
ful amount of population, who, if left 
to themselves, will never enter the 
door of a church, or come within the 
hearing of religious instruction. Now 
if we were to go around into these 
habitations of ignorance and wretched- 
ness, and invite their miserable tenants 
to the house of God, and even furnish 
them with apparel decent for appear- 
ing there, we might possibly succeed in 
brmging them ror a single Sabbath, or 
a few Ssu^baths; but as for making them 
regular attendants by any such means, 
it were unreasonable to expect it. 
Nay, if a church were built in the 
midst of such a population, and a 
preacher established in it, and its 
doors thrown open to all, without a 
farthing's expense, if nothing more 
were done, that would be in a g^eat 
degree, a neglected church, and that 
in the same degree, a useless aninis- 
try. But let a Sabbath-school be plant- 
ed amidst such a popolution, and let 
pious and enterprising teachers be 
sent out into the highways and hedges, 
on an explcring tour of mercy, and 
they will bring into this sacred enclo- 
sure a multitude of children ready to 
perish; and here they will come under 
the full influence of religious instruc- 
tion; and as the Sabbath-school is only 
a stepping stone to the church, almost 
before they or their parents are aware 
of it, they are in God's house, listen- 
ing to his word and singing his praises. 
Is it not manifest then, that the Sab- 
bath-school, from the simplicity of its 
principle, does that which the church 



cannot do? Indeed it acts as an hand- 
maid to the church; and having ^ 
thered its children together to receive 
its own appropriate blessing, it brings 
them with beautiful umplicity to the 
church to receive another. 

We have noticed the application of 
the principle of Sabbath-schools in 
large cities, where there are multi- 
tudes who will not attend church, 
though they have the opportunity. It 
is equally applicable in destitute parts 
of the country, where there are many 
who have not the means of attending 
church, though they have the dispo- 
sition. How many places are there 
in this land, in which either the church 
has never been established, or having 
been established, its walls are broken 
down, and little else appears now, 
than an unsightly mass en desolation! 
There are some Christian families re- 
maining, who earnestiy desire the pri- 
vilege of a regular ministry; but their 
number is so small, and their circum- 
stances so straitened, as to forbid it, 
and they must be contented to hear 
the gospel at distant intervals, from 
some passing missionary. What then 
shall be done? Shall this population, 
fast degenerating, be suifered to sink 
into absolute heatiienism, and the next 
generation come forward without God 
m the world? If not, shall some one of 
the faithful few who remain, regai-d- 
less of the requiate qualifications for 
the ministry, become a self-created 
preacher? That he must not do, for 
it would be to run before he was sent. 
But there is one thing that he may 
do; he may establish a Sabbath-school, 
and into that school he may bring all 
the children who live around him; and 
it will no sooner have begun its opera- 
tions, than its benign influence will 
begin to be felt; and there is every 
reason to believe that, at no distant 
day, it will bring in its train the bless- 
ing of a regular Christian ministry. It 
will do this by inspiring a taste for re- 
li^ous instruction, by elevating the 
tone of moral feeling, and of course 
cherishing a regard for all divine in- 
stitutions. Were we to go into a vil- 
lage which, for years, had been suf- 
fering under a moral blight, and to 
see vice in all its effrontery and loath- 
someness staring at us on every side, 
and yet should happen to know that 
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there was an efi^cient Sabbath-school 
established there, we should regard it 
as an an||^l of light destined to chase 
8k way all that palpable moral darkness) 
and we should leave that village in 
the confident expectation that if^ after 
a few years. Providence should carry 
us to it again, we should find there a 
decent, enlightened, and even a re- 
ligious population. So true is it, that 
the Sabbath-school in the country, as 
well as in the city, is the harbinger of 
the church; a fact which alike, in both 
cases, results from the simplicity of 
its principle. 

But the principle of the Sabbath- 
school institution admits of universal 
application, as it respects individuals 
also; in other words, it may very pro- 
perly, in some way or other, occupy 
the attention and efforts of every one. 
A large class may reasonably come in 
as pupils; and this class need not, and 
ought not, to be confined to young 
children, but should include those 
who are more advanced in years, pro- 
vided they are babes in knowledge. 
And of those who have no longer any 
occasion to be instructed in the Sab- 
bath-school, a large proportion may 
be advantageously employed as teach- 
ers; and they cannot reasonably plead 
as an objection the pressure of world- 
ly care, as the time devoted to this 
emplojrment is holy time, and they 
have no right to use it for secular pur- 
poses. These two classes, viz. those 
who ought to come as pupils, and 
those who ought to be employed as 
teachers, constitute a considerable por- 
tion of ti)e whole community; and of 
those who remain, wliatever their 
sphere of action may be, there are 
none who may not, in various ways, 
exert an influence more or less direct, 
in support of the institution. It is an 
institution which, from its very nature 
is in the best sense, catholic; it knows 
no worldly rank; it knows no geog- 
raphy; it knows no shibboleth; but it 
is fitted to eveiy class, and every 
country, and every sect; and no doubt, 
like the gospel, whose influence it is 
designed to extend, is destined ere 
long to bless the whole family of man. 

Before dismissing this point, we can- 
not forbear to remark how much of a 
piece the Sabbath-school institution is 
with other institutions, which are con- 



fessedly divine, and even with the gos- 
pel itself. The Sabbath; how simple, 
and yet how benevolent in its designs, 
how wonderful in its results! The or- 
(Hnance of the supper; one of the sim- 
plest of all rites, and yet how many < 
sources of consolation and joy, does it 
open to the Christian's soul? The 
death of Christ; an event that occured 
in a migle day, under the observation 
of thousands, to many of whom it 
seemed only as the death of a common 
malefactor, and yet none but the om* 
nicient mind can calculate the extent 
of its influence. So also the Sabbath- 
school institution is so simple that a 
child can easily comprehend its princi- 
ple, and yet what is there that can 
exceed the energy of its operations? 
We would not indeed place it on an 
equality with any institution of God: 
nevertheless when we contemplate its 
simplicity in union with its power, it is 
not easy to resist the impression that 
the mind that projected it, must have 
been, in some Qualified sense, favoured 
with heavenly inspiration; that, at least, 
its pattern must nave been shown to 
the author of it, while upon the 
mount. 

Let us now contemplate the gran- 
deur of its results. 

And here we begin by' tracing the 
influence of a single fact, which all 
will acknowledge to be of frequent 
occurrence in the Sabbath-schoo^ the 
conversion of a child, supposing that 
child to have been rescued from the 
haunts of moral corruption. 

We may look, first, at the influence 
which is exerted upon him independ- 
ently of the relation which he sustains 
to society. But for the Sabbath-school, 
what would he have been? In all pro- 
bability just what the circumstances 
into which be was thrown, without 
any counteracting influence, might na- 
turally be expected to make him. 
Nursed up in the haunts of pollution, 
he would have contracted the guilt of 
a hardened transgi'essor. As for hap- 
piness, he would have had nothing 
that deserved the name; for his breast 
would have been th^ seat of malignant 
passion, constituting the embryo of 
hell; while conscience would have in- 
creased his wretchedness, by compell- 
ing him to listen to her appalling ac- 
cusations. In adversity not a beam of 
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oonfoUtion woold hftve visited his 
heart t the only peace he could have 
ei^oyed, would bave been the peace 
of a brute. In the hour of death, no 
hand of mercy would have risen up to 
greet hit bewildered eye; and when 
the agony of dying was over, there 
would have commenced the agony of 
another death, the death of the soul, 
which would have been convulnve and 
eternal 

All thu incalculable weight of evil, 
the Sabbath-school has prevented. 
Let us now look at the amount of pos- 
itive blessing which it has secured. 
The child having been renewed by the 
holy spirit, has Uie seed of present and 
immortal happiness, sown in his re- 
generated nature. His affections and 
passions, being reduced in some mea- 
sure, to harmony, his conscience paci- 
fied by the blood of Christ, his soul 
has become, in a good degree, the 
dwelling of spiritual joy. In his pros- 
perity he acknowledges the hand of 
God, and every blessing that he re- 
ceives, is enhanced by the reflection 
that it comes from a Father. When 
affliction presses upon him, even 
though the deep waters come over bis 
soul, he does not sink, but rises, and 
rejoices in a renewed confidence in 
God. In death, there is a sweet calm- 
ness, perhaps a holy triumph; and then 
the glories of heaven burst upon the 
eye, and the songs of angels tremble 
on the ear, and there is a crown of life 
on the head, and a harp of glory in the 
hand. And that soul advances from 
strength to strengtb» from glory to 
glory, through everlasting ages. What 
has not that child gained from being in 
the Sabbath-school, as respects his 
own individual character and happi- 
ness! 

But this is the simplest view we can 
take of the subject. Let it be observ- 
ed then, in the next place, that this 
child is not an insulated being; that he 
is destined to sustain various relations, 
and that each of these relations is a 
channel of important influence. Sup- 
posing him to have been left in that 
sink of pollution, from which he was 
raised by the Sabbath-school, what 
would have been his influence in the 
family, in the neighbourhood, in civil 
society? Could any thing else have 
been reasonably expected than that he 



would have passed his life in the malig- 
nant work of corrupting others, and 
would have gone down to the grave 
with the blood of many souls upon his 
head? But from this Wretched in- 
strumentality the Sabbath-school hath 
saved him ; and more than that, it ha» 
made him instrumental of diffttang on 
all sides the most substantial blessings. 
Perhaps in his turn, he becomes a 
Sabbath-school teacher. Who can cal- 
culate the amount of blessed influence 
which he will exert in moulding the 
minds of his pupils, through divine 
grace, to virtue and religion; hi turn- 
ing their feet out of the path of death, 
into the path of salvation? Perhaps, 
ere long, he becomes the head of a. 
family. Here again, how benign and 
how powerful the influence which he 
will probably exert in the relations of 
a husband and a father! Or, it may be, 
that he will become a magistrate. — 
How much will his weU-directed and 
public spirited efforts, sanctified by 
futh and prayer, accomplish in ele« 
vating the tone of moral feeling 
throughout the community'. Or he 
may be a devoted minister of the gos- 
pel; and may be the direct instrument 
of the conversion of hundreds, and 
may send abroad ah influence that 
shall cause the wilderness and the soli- 
tary place to rejoice. Estimate now, 
I pray you, in view of any or all these 
relations, the amount of good which 
this child, converted in the Sabbath- 
school, will' be likely to accomplish 
for his own generation. If, as he were 
falling asleep in Jesus, a vision of all 
that his influence had already done for 
the benefit of his fellow creatures, 
were to pass before him, would it not 
enti'ance his spirit in ecstacy, an ec- 
stacy of gratitude, first to Gk)d, and 
next to the hand that brought him 
into the Sabbath-school, and taught 
him how to live for the benefit of the 
world? What shall we say of the influ- 
ence of this institution, viewed as the 
nui*sery of an individual, who does so 
much for the interests of the genera- 
tion to which he belongs? 

But farther: let it be remembered 
that the influence of this child is not 
limited to his own generation; for it is 
the nature of influence whether good 
or bad, to propagate itself. Suppose, 
when bereaves the world, he should 
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leave in it ten children, who had been 
converted through his instrumentality, 
and enlisted in' the active service of 
God; and suppose that each of these 
ten should be instrumental of convert- 
ing as many more, the result of this 
would be, that in the next generation 
there would be a hundred converted 
in the same line; and supposing each 
one of this hundred to be honoured 
in the same way, the generation next 
succeeding would witness to a thou- 
sand; and if the same progression were 
to continue, before many generations 
were past, the number of converts from 
this single seed, would almost defy 
the power of calculation. Oh, when 
we think what it is to be converted, 
to be chang^ from an heir of etemid 
death, into an heir of immortal life, 
and think of the influence of that 
child's conversion reaching down with 
constantly accumulating power, to the 
end of the world, we ask again, what 
shall we think of the Sabbath-school, 
by means of which his converuon was 
eflTected? Is not this a truly sublime 
result, outrunning all the powers of 
human conception? 

We have spoken hitherto of the 
influence of the Sabbath-school in- 
stitution, as it operates in the conver- 
sion of a single child. But suppose 
that instead of one, we include m our 
estimate all the children who are con- 
verted in an entire school, especially 
a school on which the influences of 
the Holy Spirit have plentifully fallen; 
and not of a single school only, but 
of all the schools which are now in 
operation throughout Christendom : 
and not merely the schools which now 
exist, but all which are destined to 
rise into eustence, in tlie progress of 
coming ages; and suppose each one, 
or any considerable proportion of this 
countless number, to exert any thing 
like the same influence which we have 
attributed to an individual child; who 
will say that we are not,in the boundless 
prospect, lost? What shall we say of 
the influence which this institution, 
limited as it has hitherto been, has ex- 
erted already? What a mass of moral 
machinery has it brou^^ht into operation 
to aid in the renovation of the world? 
What will it not have accomplished in 
the aees of the millenium? When the 
world, shorn, in a moral sense, of its 



thorns and briars, shall look forth in 
the beauty of its regenerated state, 
and the air shall every where be irag- 
rant with pure offerings |^ng up to 
Jehovah, and songs of praise are burst- 
ing from ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand lips, that have been touched with 
hallowed fire; when that day of the 
church's iubilee shall come, how much 
will lebis institution have done towuds 
bringing it forward ? Who could count 
the number then on the earth, whose 
character it will have contributed to 
form, and whose destiny to fix, in a 
manner that shall call forth their ever- 
lasting thanksgivings? And then this 
tide of influence rolls onward, like a 
mighty river, widening and deepen- 
ing, into eternity; and if we stretch 
our imagination to the utmost, each of 
these ^orified immortals whom the 
Sabbath-school was instrumental in 
regenerating, will be advancing from 
glory to glory, and then will only have 
begun a career to be continued for 
ever. We ask ap;ain, do not the re- 
sults of this institution, even here, 
and much more as they are carried 
out amid the glories of eternity, im. 
press upon it a grandeur in compari- 
son with which, all the grandeur of 
the world fades into insignificance? 

We had intended, at the com- 
mencement of this article, to call up- 
on our readers to contemplate more 
particularly the magnificent results of 
tills institution as thev are to be seen 
in signal Jnstances of conversion and 
subsequent usefulness. But it has oc- 
curred to us that tills would be doing 
no justice to the subject; not only be- 
cause the number of facts which oiu- 
limits would permit us to present, 
must have been limited, but because 
the institution itself is ^et in its in- 
fancy; and ought to be judged rather 
by what it is capable of doing, than 
by what it actually has done. Not that 
we should fear the result, if it were 
to be tested by the effects which it 
has already produced: for there is not 
a mountain, or a valley, or a spot in 
the wilderness, where the Sabbath- 
school has been established, but is 
beginning to brighten with moral ver- 
dure, and is lifting up its voice to tes- 
tify to its benign and quickening in- 
fluence. Nevertheless we acknow- 
ledge, that it is the capacity of this 
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inatitution, its results as they are to be 
exhibited in the ages of the millen- 
ninm, and in the ages of eternity, from 
which our own minds father the 
strongest impression of its importance. 
And it is in this view, especiaUy, that 
we feel ourselves called upon to ren- 
der hearty thanksgivings to God, that 
he is so nchly crowning it, at tliis mo- 
ment, with the tokens of his favour, 
and to commend it to his especial bless- 
ing in time to come. In the increas- 
ing energy and ^ndeur of its opera- 
tions, may patnotism, philanthropy, 
and piety, each find a substantial tri- 
umph, and reap a glorious reward! 

SUOOBSTIOKS RBSPECTINO THS PLAIT OF 
OPSBATIOSS IN THS VALLKT. 
(From a Gentleman in the West.) 

Dear Sir, — Since I have been en- 
gaged in the Sunday-school cause, 
many things have been suggested to 
my mind, and among others, some 
thin^ respecting the valley of the 
Mississippi, and the noble resolution 
which is to operate for the redemp- 
tion of our country; which is to con- 
centrate the attention and the inte- 
rest of American Christians, and which 
is to be a signal for rallying the ibrces 
of Zion on the same field where the 
enemy is gathering. For, if he will 
fight tbei^, we must meet him there. 

The Lionl is with us whenever and 
wherever we are with him. No in- 
stitution more evidently and largely 
shares in the divine presence and fa- 
vour than the Sunday-school, and it 
is because his favour is seen to be to- 
wards it, that the church so diligent- 
ly nourishes and cherishes it. In the 
Sunday-school cause we are evidently 
with the Lord, and the Lord is with 
us — We shall conquer. 

The great difficulty in the accom- 
plishment of the work contemplated 
in the resolution, will be to obtain 
good superintendents and teachers in 
eveiy place where there is a good 
field and every thing else necessary, 
in order to start with fair prospects of 
success; but they are not on the spot. 
The question has been agitated with 
a lively interest in my own mind. How 
are superinlendenfs and teachers there 
to be obtained? And here I would 
take the liberty of presenting to the 
Board, through you, some of' my own , 



thoughts, which perhaps may be call- 
ed 9>pian, 

IVhether any plan has been devised 
by the Board or not, I cannot say; I 
have heard of none. My statement 
will be very brief. 

You have agents tn the vaUev and 
in the eaattm states. Let those m the 
valley be directed to consult wkh 
leading and influential men there re- 
specting the number and competency 
of teachers in their elementary and 
other schools. Let them ascertain 
what encouragement may be given to 
teachers of common sehoois. 

Let the leading men of a county 
learn how many teachers may be em- 
ployed ^ where the schools may be 
located ; how many scholars may be 
obtained, and how much the tuition 
would be per scholar. 

There are no doubt many there 
who have much anxiety on the sub- 
ject of education, and would do what 
they could to open the way for the 
emigration of competent teaehiars. Let 
all the information which is necessaiy 
on this subject be gathered and com- 
municated to the Board, and made use 
of by them as they see fit, with a view 
ofealHng out to this work pious young 
men from the east. Let them go as a 
sort of missionaries-'-earrying ereden- 
tials from the JBoard'—pl^ging them- 
sehes to the Boards that they will do 
all they can for the promotion of the 
Sunday-school eauH^ by acting as sit- 
perintendents or teaehers—Md in ge- 
neral, to advance the interests of reU» 
fion in that valley-^tO engage m teaek* 
tn0 youth as a business, and to be 
faithful in the eommunieation of reM* 
gious instruction in all proper and 
prudent ways. Some mechames^ per- 
haps, may be pledged in the same 
way. 

Thus, when the way shall be pre- 
pared for the communication of intel- 
Ugencc that may be reUed upon; then 
let it be sounded out through all the 
east by the Board; and, if necessary, 
let some man of eminence pass through 
and preach with a view to awaken 
our pious young men to the cause of 
Christ and our country. God has given 
us many pious young men in the 
course of a few years past, as an orna- 
ment to this eastern section of the 
American church. We, howeverj 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1830. Education in Jimsia.-^^Opposers of S^ Schools. 329 



might say, we have none to spare. 
But let the leaven be diifused abroad 
and pervade the whole mass. 

Thus ten thousand ligaments shall 
bind the east and the west together; 
and the Sun of Science and of Right- 
eousness shall shine upon and cheer 
that great valley for whose welfare 
so noany hearts have been opened to 
give and so many hands have been 
put to the work which is desig^jed to 
bless. 

I do not know but I attach to this 
plan too much importance; still I can- 
not see it. Hundreds of pious young 
men will awake to the call that shall 
be made when facts can be stated, 
and information given. Please let 
me hear from you on this subject. 

Your friend and fellow-labourer in 
this cause of God. P. 



GSHSIIAZ XDUCATIOX IIT &U88IA AKD 

F&Aircs. 

Hoyal Ukase for the Establishment of 
Schools throughout the Empire, 

Mr. James Heard of St; Petersburgh, 
in writing to the British and Foreign 
School Society, communicates tlie fol- 
lowing intelligence:— 

The school under my direction has 
continued to meet with uniform pat- 
ronage and support from the Russian 
^vemment, ever since its first estab- 
lishment; but could not be considered 
as being eminently useful, while it 
served merely for the instruction of a 
limited number of children. I was en- 
couraged, however, to continue, by 
the hope that the Government would 
ultimately be convinced of the great 
advantages of the British system, and 
order its universal adoption; in which 
case the importance of a school al- 
ready established on the plan, where 
masters might be prepared, would be 
evident. The event has fully justified 
my expectations. His Imperial Ma- 
jesty, whose time and unremitted ex- 
ertions, since he ascended the throne, 
have been entirely devoted to the 
means of meliorating the condition of 
his subjects, directed his attention in 
a peculiar manner to public instruc- 
tion, as an object of vital importance 
to the happiness and prosperity of his 
empire; and, on the 8th December 
Vol. VIL— 42 



last, an Ukase was issued, containing 
regulations for the re-organization of 
all the schools in the empire — ^the in- 
troduction of the Lancasterian plan 
into all the elementary schools where 
the number of scholars will allow of 
it — and the establishment of schools in 
all towns and villages where the in* 
habitants are sufficiently numerous 
to support them. Since that time, 
eleven schoolmasters from as many 
different governments have studied 
the plan at my school; and have re- 
turned to their respective govern- 
ments, to establish in the principal 
town of each a central school, from 
which the system may be spread to 
the district towns and villages. 

It appears from late accounts that 
there are in Paris 577 priests; 80 cha- 
rity schools, with 12,000 pupils of both 
sexes;403 elementary schools,of which 
112 are gratuitous, with 25,582 pupils; 
7 colleges; 118 boarding schools for 
boys, at which there are 7669 pupils; 
329 boarding schools for girls, with 
10,240 scholars; and for the higher 
branches of education, 20 public es- 
tablishments, most of which are sup- 
ported by government, with 317 pro- 
fessors, and 17,823 students. Thus 
making the number of persons receiv- 
ing education in Paris, 73,3 14, or about 
one tenth of the population. 



HOW DO THE OPFOBSnS OF SUSDAT- 
SCHOOLS DISPOSE Of CASES LIKE THE 
FOLLOWING? 

Extract of a letter from a disiingutsh' 
ed ^layman in Indiana^ dated Jtu- 
gust 12, 1830. 

I rejoice- in the resolution of the 
Atnerican Union to extend the bless- 
ings of this institution throughout the 
valley of the Mississippi. I know the 
vast importance of this work, if it can 
be accomplished; and I am awai'-e of 
the principal obstacles that lie in the 
way of its accomplishment; and would 
joyfully lend my feeble aid in carrying 
the resolution into eifect. And al- 
though I cannot act as the agent of the 
Society, I shall neither be an indiflTer- 
ent, nor an idle spectator of their pro- 
ceedings. In the circle immediately 
around me I shall do my utmost to 
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give efficacy to ^he institutiotit »Qd as 
ixi officer of' the Indiana State Union, 
I shaU exert all my influence to pre- 
pare the way for filling this State with 
schook. The salutary effect of these 
schools* where they have been regu- 
larly kept up, has been very gneat, 
not only on the minds and morals of 
the childien, but upon almost every 
family in the community. The histoiy 
of our school alone, speaks volumes 
in favour of the institution. This school 
embraces all the young people within 
the village and neigbourhood, with a 
very few exceptions. It has taken 
chitdTen firom the streets of the 
most hopeless condition, and has 
given them a fair prospect of re- 
spectability. It has enlaced our re* 
ligious assemblies, almost banished in- 
temperance from the village, and in- 
culcated a taste for reading and in- 
struction in every class of the commu- 
nity. A number of incidents have 
transpired among us fairly and fuUy to 
test the efficacy of the whole system. 
I will mention some of them. 

A little g^rl in a casual conversation 
in the street, in answer to my inqui- 
ries, told me, that she loved the Lord 
Jesus. Why do you think you love 
him? Because 1 love to read about him 
in his word. I knew nothing about 
him, nor his word, until I went to the 
Sunday-school. Then every thing 
used to vex and fret me, now nothing 
disturbs me. I am pleased with every 
tiling. But we have an entire fiimily, 
the parents and six children, from 
four to thirteen years of age, whose 
reformation alone would more than 
compensate all the labour bestowed 
on the school. The father, a good 
workman, was given up to intempe- 
rance; the mother paid little atten- 
tion to her children, but was hopeless- 
ly, irreligious; the children were said to 
be ampng the worst in the streets. 
We engaged the older children in the 
school; two of them soon became ex- 
emplary for improvement and good 
conduct, two others were improving. 
Their attention to the word of God at 
home, a^vakened the thoughtless mo- 
ther. She attended religious worsliip, 
and now professes religion. As soon as 
she became thoughtful, she attended 
the school as a visiter: after some time, 
pursuant to the advice of the super- 



intendent, she collected a cla^ of venr 
small ifirls, and commenced teacliing 
them in the school. The influence 
of the children on the di^pated Ik- 
ther was more conspicuous. He was 
in the habit of sending the boys for 
whiskey, but this soon became a 
heart-breaking business to them,- and 
grew worse. They wept bitterly wheiv* 
ever sent on this degrading errand, 
and so repeatedly besought their fa- 
ther, with tears, to leave off drinking 
whiskey, and go to the Sunday-school 
and to meeting, that they at nst pre- 
vailed. He now teaches a class of 
Uttle boys in the school, is a member 
of the church, and a steady, indus- 
trious^ sober and respectable man. Not 
long since the parents of these chil- 
dren staid out longer than usual; the 
children grew sleepy, but could not 
go to bed without family worship; so 
the oldest boy read' a chapter and 
praved, and they went to bed. With 
such facts as these before us, and 
many more of a similar nature in this 
and other schools around us, can it be 
a subject of wonder that our eyes 
should be fixed upon this institution 
with the most anxious solicitude? Add 
to thi8,itliat the example of this school 
has given rise to a number of others, 
which are measurably producing si- 
milar effects; and then suppose that 
each of the 10,000 schools in the United 
States should effect as much in eveiy 
four years, and how wonderful would 
be the result. Indeed, I look upon 
this institution, as the hope of the 
church, of our country, and of the 
world. I cheerfully aid in the cause 
of missionary, bible and tract societies, 
ahd other benevolent institutions; but 
I look upon Sunday-schools as that 
which gives efficacy to the whole. 
They lay the foimdation deep and 
wide, on which the bright fabrick of 
a renovated world may be erected. 
Sunday-schools for all the children in 
the valley of the Mississippi, which are 
soon to be counted by millions, must 
produce a vast improvement in intel* 
iigence, morality and religion. Innu- 
merable obstacles, (some peculiar to 
the west,) are to be surmounted be- 
fore all these schools can be in effec- 
tive operation; but I trust it is the 
Lord's work, and his arm is almighty. 
It will be done. 
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For ibe Anfttiean Smidfty-Sehool Masazine., 
Jk BBIXF iCXXOtll 

Of Bimyrti Ji^t Lawrence^ who died 
ijA Green, Caktkj Pa., jSpril 16, 1829, 
4n the eleventh year of ner age. 

We pretend not to say, when God 
began a work of grace in the heart of 
this dear child. But her attention was 
known to be arrested by the truths of 
his word between three and four years 
befbrfe her death. 

From that time she manifested a 
growing seriousness and attention to 
the concerns of her soul, of whidi 
her <|ue8tion8 relating to sin, death, a 
future, worid, and the means of pre- 
paring for it, afforded ample evidence. 
As a member of the Sabbath-school, 
her diligence and proficiency were 
more than ordinary. As eyidence of 
this, it may be stated,* that she had 
cohimitted to memoiy the whole of 
Matthew and John's gospels, part of 
Bfork and Luke, more than twenty of 
the psalms of David, including the 
119th, several of tbe Apostolical Epis- 
tles, together with a number of detach- 
ed chapters and texts, both of the Old 
Testament and the New. Besides 
these, she had stored her mind with 
catechism, hymns and spiritual songs 
to a conaderable amount. These stores 
of evangelical truth do not appear to 
have lain unoccupied in the memory, 
but to have been employed with prac- 
tical and saving effect upon her heart 
and life. 

The precious fruits of parental faith- 
fulness and Sabbath-dchool instruction, 
were plainly visible befofe disease had 
invaded her tender frame. Her's was 
not the doubtful repentance of a death- 
bed. It was, however, in the pro- 
gress of her disease, w%ich was of a 
protracted kind, that her religious 
reelings and affections were more 
fully developed. Her anxieties, her 
tears and her prayers, were then 
known' to one who watched over her 
with the deepest interest — ^^ith a mo- 
tber'a solicitude. In a pastoral viat 
paid to liie family between two and 
three months before her decease, it 
was pl»n that her mind was under the 



[• This is qften very weak evidence 
of diligence or proficiency. Ed.] 



influence of strong religious excite- 
ment. Bat it did not appear, Ibat 
she had, at that time, any evidence 
satisfactory to herself, of a saving in- 
terest in her Redeemer, though she 
manifested fbdings of intense desire. 
Hence the caution with which she , 
judged of her state and condition. 
Af^er proposing a number of ques- 
tions, to which she promptly replied, 
she was asked, "Do you love Jesus?" 
she hesitated; bier reply was w^ted 
for, but she remained silent. Jt was 
then asked, V Do you desire to love 
Jesus?" O yes, was her reply. In- 
deed, the path of this interesting child 
appears in a remarkable manner to 
have resembled the light "which 
shines more and more unto the per- 
fect day." At a subsequent visit, it 
was evident that the subject of reli- 
gion engrossed her whole attention. 
But it was not until about three days 
before her death, that her doubts gave 
way before the inward witnessing of 
the Holy Spirit. Then it was that 
she expi'essed her willingness to leave 
the world, and her nearest and dear- 
est earthly friends, that she might go. 
to Jesus; she said, though she had 
long sought her Saviour, she did not 
till then know, that her Heart was 
changed; but tiiat then, she knew it. 
From that time, she evinced an ardent 
desire to leave this world of sift, combin- 
ed with a patient waiting for her Lord: 
On the night of ber final separation 
from sin and sorrow, however, it was, 
that her God and Saviour most eminent- 
ly perfected in her his praise. Her death 
was not only joyful, but triumphant. 
She manifested the most entire supe- 
riority to the fears of the King of 
Terrors. "O" said she, "what a glo- 
rious thing it is to die! O what a glo- 
rious night will this be in heaven!" 
It was observed to her, that she would 
spend many such nights. "Yes," 
said she, " but this wiU he the first,'* 
Many such expressions clearly indi- 
cating the ineffable happiness that 
awaited her, dropped from her dying 
lips. But what gave a peculiar charm 
to this death-bed scene, was the deep 
interest which little Elmyra took in 
the happiness of those around her. 
Love, ardent and iiitense, was the 
commanding affection which swayed 
every faculty of her soul; and it was 
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not a partial love, limited to friends, 
but genera} and indispriminate — the 
love 0/ aouis. She assured those who 
stood around her, that if they knew 
their hearts to be changed, as she 
knew her own to be, they would not 
be afraid to die. And here she drew 
freely from those treasures of heaven- 
ly wisdom, which, during her brief 
term, she had been storing up. Jesus, 
she told them, came to call, not the 
righteous, but anners to repentance. 
Tto encourage them to come to him, 
she said, *< Ask and it shall be given 
you; seek and ye shall find; knock 
and it shidl be opened unto you. For 
every one that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth, and to him 
that knocketli it shall be opened/' 
She thanked God that she had been 
enabled to speak to them, and told 
them how inexcusable they must be, 
if they did not profit by her dying ad- 
vice. She bid her friends a calm 
farewell, and-chatged them not to 
weep for her, for in a little time, she 
hoped to meet and welcome them to 
the joys of heaven. 

The work which God had given 
her to do, being accomplished, she 
longed for her departure. Having ask- 
ed whether her pulse had ceased, she 
was told that it had; then, said she, 
"01 will be soon be gone; I feel my 
limbs growing stiff; my mouth is 4^w- 
ing up-T-farewell." The morning of 
the resurrection will shed further 
light upon the history of little Elmyra. 
In the mean time, it is pleasant to be- 
lieve she is with them who walk in 
white, and it may be profitable to re- 
flect upon her example, her counsel, 
and the triumph of her faith. 

REVIEW. 

Oration on the advantages to be de- 
rived from the introaxMtion of the 
Bible, and of Sacred Literature, as 
essential parts of all education, in a 
literary point of view merely, from 
the primary school, to the university: 
delivered before the Connecticut Al- 
pha of the Phi Beta Kappa Society, 
on Tuesday, September 7, 1830, oy 
Thomcu Smith Grimke, of Charles' 
t(m,S.C.JVewBaven.' 1830. pp. 76. 
We trust bur readers have not 

forgotten the notice we took in t^av 



number for September 1829, of a very 
able address by Mr. Grimke, occa- 
sioned by the opening of a 'building at 
Charleston, S. C. for religious uses. — 
In that address a very successful effort 
was made to show that the Bible is 
and must be the only true basis of ed- 
ucation. The same gentleman was 
callexl to a like service at the opening 
of the Richland School at Columbia, 
S. C. in November 1829, which occa- 
sion he improved to show that the 
Bible ought to be adopted as a text 
book of instrttction, froin the primary 
school to the University, with a view 
to duty and usefulness, and in the 
oration before us, his object is to 
prove that the Bible is the best text 
book of literature—" the purest and 
richest fountain of sound, valuable 
knowledge— of taste, style, and ele- 
gant literature." 

After illustrating ^he character of 
polite literature, our author expresses 
his surprise at the fact, that it should 
almost universally have dishonoured 
God and have degraded or corrupted 
man. 

*' How can this phenomenon 'be ac- 
counted for? The causes must be 
sought in the melancholy truth, that 
the great body of literary men have 
never written either under a sense of 
duty to God, or in the Spirit of useftu- 
ness to man. Necessity or the love of 
fame, emulation or enyv, love or 
hatred has been the ruling motive 
with countless numbers. And why 
have these inducements possessed 
such transcendent authority over the 
minds and hearts of this host of Au- 
thors ? The chief reason must be 
traced to the absolute exclusion of the 
Bible, as the only standard of duty, the 
ofUy fountain of usefulness, from all 
our sdiemes of education. But the 
banishment of Sacred Literature from 
them may well be assigned as an aux- 
iliary cause, that has exerted a power- 
ful, extensive and enduring influence. 
When the Gauls were ravaging with 
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fire and sword the city of Rome, AlbU 
nus bore away in hii chariot the Vestal 
Virgin, and left his family to perisli; 
but the Christian scholar, with no such 
dreadful alternative before him, is 
content to leave the Vestal Virgin of 
sacred Literature to perish; while he 
welcomes to his home, as the friends 
and instructors of his children, the 
Priests of Mars, and Bacchus, and 
Venus, tlie poetry and mythology of 
Pagan Antiquity. Language can hard- 
ly express too stron^y and vividly, 
our astonishment, indignation and son- 
row, that such should be the fact." 

After attempting to explain this 
phenomenon, the author exhibits it in 
another form. 

" To us, (he says,) it has always ap- 
peared an astonishing fact, that the 
Christian Fathers should have sub- 
jected themselves, and the whole 
Christian Church, to the influence of 
pagan literature, as extensively as 
they did. The meat, in the Bithynian 
shambles, often remained unsold, as 
Pliny tells us, because the Christians 
would not purchase what had been 
offered to idols. And yet the Bishops 
and Pastors of their Church, sought 
in the Eastern and Western Philoso- 
phy, and in the history, eloquence 
and poetry of Greece and Rome,.those 
thoughts and that standard, which 
were aKen to the spirit and object of 
the Scriptures. When we read, that 
Alexander placed the Iliad, with his 
sword, under his pillow, and that the 
Emperor iBlius Verus did the like 
with Ovid's Art of Loye, we perceive 
an exact conformity with the warlike 
character of the one^ and the licen- 
tious habits of the other. But when 
we find that Chrysostom slept with 
Aristophanes under his head, we are 
filled with surprise, indignation and 
sorrow. Had the Scriptures been 
made inflexibly the basis of education 
and literature, the Christian Church 
would not have been so disgracefully 
corrupted and deformed by heathen 
influences; nor should we have recog- 
nized in its character such striking 
proofs of the empire of the oriental 
and western pagan literature. That 
the New Testament was in Greek, and 
that Greek and Latin were the living 
languages of the Roman donunions. 



will certainly account, in a great mea- 
sure, for this phenomenon. But when 
we consider that Christianity was actu- 
ally en^ged ibr centuries, in a war of 
extermination, with Heathenism, in all 
its forms, as well as in its spirit, this 
familiarity and good understanding be- 
tween the literature of each, must 
appear extraordinary. It is with iis a 
subject of astonishment and regret, 
that the talented and the learned, in 
the early Christian Church, did not 
employ themselves perseveringly from 
age to age, in founding and perfecting 
a complete scheme or Christian edu- 
cation; so as to supersede g^radually, if 
not at once, the use of the Greek and 
Roman Classics. Had they loved the 
practical, moral improvement of the 
Church more, and polemical divinity 
less, we believe that much of the ca- 
lamity and dishonour, which befel 
that church, and her literature and edu- 
cation, would have been avoided. 
Then, if the age of the Reformation 
must have come. Religion would only 
have needed the dexterous hand, 
which sets the broken bone, not the 
lAtrepid skiU of the surgeon, who cuts 
out the cancer or amputates the shat- 
tered limb. 

In loolcing aroand for means to in^ 
troduce Sacred Literature as a branch 
of literaty education, the author thinks 
that 

*• An appeal would be made in vain 
to the Academy, the College, the 
University. Their spirit has rarely^ 
been that of the Reformer, who loves 
to regenerate. It is rather that of the 
Antiquary, who seeks to abide by the 
ancient landmarks. Languages and 
Mathematics are their aummum ho- 
num of education, in the systems of 
our times, as they were a thousand 
years since. But individual sentiment, 
social intercoiu^e, religious influence 
can do much. To the private Chris- 
tian, to the minister of the Gospel, to 
religious and literary journals, and to 
theological institutions, is allotted the 
noble and interesting duty of prepar- 
ing the way for the triumph of Sacred 
Literature, for the ascendancy of the 
Scriptures, in all our schemes of edu- 
cation. Are any willing to deny, that 
such ought to be the state of things, 
whether we look to duty and use Ail- 
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mm^m to Uxtntutf That the time 
inuat ooiDe» when the fttet wiU eiift, 
oMHioi be doubted. That it will be 
aceeuiplithed* not by nindefl but by 
the initniinent of humen a|^n^, it 
unquestionable. Who then it privi- 
leged to tty, that he has neither lot 
nor part in this momentous ooncem? 
Vo pious or educated man» no min* 
ister of the Go^>el, or trustee of a 
schooli no parentt guardian or in* 
■tructor u exempt from the obligation 
of domr SQmethin|^» in this matter. 
All of mem are* m some sense or 
other, rested with more or less influ- 
enee orer edueation: and let them 
remember, that there is more^ even 
of truth than of beauty, in the senti- 
ment of the Arabians, * the goremcns 
of the youngs preside over the stars of 
their youth.'" 

Among the unfavourable influences 
arising from the neglect of Sacred 
literature, the author mentions its 
effects on the clergy. 

** Instead of being a department of 
all liberal education, it is never touch* 
edi, till the course of divinity is com- 
menced. Hence, instead of being re- 
garded habitually, as a part of the 
religious instruction of the young, and 
a chief constituent in the whole pro- 
gress of their improvement, from the 
primary school to the University, it 
comes to be considered as exclusively 
theological. It is not surprising then 
that it should languish* as it doe^'in 
the keeping of the clergy; when it Is 
only an rnhftbitant of theological halls, 
and only the companion of theological 
students. It is impossible for the 
clergyman to feel its full dignity and 
beauty, or to realize that it is the 
common privilege and common pro- 
pertv of all the educated, whilst it is 
confined to the chwr of the Divinity 
Professor. And when he knows the 
fact, that of the hundreds, who listen 
to his preaching, frequently not a sin- 
gle one knows any thing of Sacred 
Literature, or has the least relish for 
its beauties, he must feel that silence 
on such a subject, though unnatural, 
is imposed by necessity, ' 

** Another unfortunate circumstance, 
ariung from the general neriect of 
Sacred Literature, is in our judgment, 



the ascendancy of the Heathen Clss^ 
sica» in all our scheAies of education. 
It is net staling it too strongly to say, 
that CArtstfans ytt^ pnfen^ of tM 
rtUgian a/ <*« enU'-'yta, the very' 
minuieti of iktd cross, have resolved,^ 
man ^"^ ^^ Mfy tneaPoroUy teaohed, 
that in schools and colleges, the fa- 
aaas of Greece and Rome shall form 
the mindst the hearts and eharaettTB of 
cHBisTiAir youth, . And yet of all the 
multitude, who thus coUkbined to 
rosint^n a state of thinpfs so singular 
and unpropitious, there is not one who 
win admit a comparison between the 
Bible and the Clasacs, whether we 
look to duty and usefulness, or to 
Literature. Ask them— ^o you be- 
lieve, that the apostles wmUd have 
founded or sanctioned such a scheme? 
Ask them—can the spiritB of just men 
made perfect, behold it from their 
seats of bliss with approving eyes? 
Ask them — can the angels in the 
realms of light and glory, look down 
with applause on this idolatrous exid- 
tation of the Claamcs, on this rejection, 
this degradation of the Scriptures? 
Thcur answer, we venture to say, will 
be negative. George Vabricius would 
not use a word in his poems, which 
savored in the least of paganism: and he 
exceedingly condemned those Chris- 
tians^ who resorted for their materials 
to the divinities of Parnassus, and the 
fables of the ancient Mythology. — 
Would that hundreds, who have spent 
half a centuiy of the^ length of life 
in illustrating and recommending -the 
Classics, had felt like Fabricius, and 
bad spent but a tithe of that ^me, in 
illustrating and recommending Sacred 
Literature!" 

Among the benefits of a change, es- 
pecially considered by the author, are 
the Mlowing-*^ 

<'We should welcome Sacred Lit- 
erature to the School and College, as 
a chief instrument, eventually, in the 
firm establishment of the Bible, as a 
standard of duty and usefulness, in 
these institutions. Those, therefore, 
who approve the latter object, and 
yet feel some scruples^ in a sectarian 
point of view, or know not how to 
begin the reformadon, will do well to 
consider, whether the introduction of 
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Sacred Litemtuie would not be the 
safe and ad?iwble mode. Those, who 
object OA sectariaa grounds, to the use 
ot the Bible iji general schools, on ao 
coQnt of contested points of doctrine, 
cannot surely object to the same book, 
as a literary standard of thought and 
composition. The dividing lines be- 
tween different denominations of 
Christians can scarcely be said to ex- 
ist, as to the Old Testament; and 
there the chief body of Sacred Litera- 
ture is found. Here then, is a species 
of middle or neutral ground, where 
the es^eriment may be safely tried, of 
adopting the Bible into schemes of 
general eduoajtion, confining it to the 
purposes now contemplated." 

"It is another adrantage, that the 
Bible will be far more generally re^ 
spected and admif^ed, as well by the 
pious, a% by those, who in a religious 
point of view, are indifferent to the 
Scriptures." 

"A better knowledge of the history, 
antiq^uities, and evidences. of Religion, 
would be another result of the cultiva- 
tion of Sacred Literature; for they are 
inseparable. It is singular how com- 
pletely these are neglected in most 
plans of education, and yet who is in- 
sensible to their value ? How strange 
does it appear, that the histoiy and 
antiquities of Greece and Rome idiould 
be regarded as indispensable to the 
literal edupation of a Christian, and 
yet that the same departments, as to 
the Jewish Nation and Christian 
Church, should be excluded! 

•* We believe, it would be a natural 
and happy consequence of the change 
proposed, that the Scriptures wouM 
thus become the topic of interesting 
conversation. Instead of being ex- 
cluded, as they now are, to so great 
an extent, partly because it seems, on 
account or that very ignorance, to 
savour of theological pedantry, they 
would be a fund of literary conversa- 
tion. Nor of literary only ; for the de- 
partments of sacred* history and geog- 
raphy, antiquities, manners and cus- 
toms, would increase and diversify 
the common stock of valuable and 
interesting materials for conversation. 

"We look upon the encourage- 
ment of the study of Natural History, 
as among the important effects of the 
contemplated plan. Not less than two 



hundred and fifty botanical tevmaaNi 
used in the Scriptures; knd these are 
principally found in the sacred poets. 
The history of beasts and birds, of 
fish, reptiles and insects, of tieea and 
plants, and of the whole physical 
worid, is fiu* more important to the 
great body of those, who receive an 
education, than the smattering of 
Greeks Latin and Mathematics, which 
is all that nine out of every ten now 
acquire at our Schools and Cc^eges, 
and which as a matter of course^ they 
abandon foi* ever, as soon as they leave 
the Academy or University. If then 
Sacred Literature will promote such a 
desirable study as Natural History, so 
full of interesting materials for thought 
and conversation, we are sure that its 
introduction will answer an important 
end. 

Whatever benefits would result 
irom the introduction of Bible litera- 
ture into eveiy department of educa- 
tion, it is the direct tendency of 
Sunday-Schools to confer them. The 
object of the Jmeriean Sunday-School 
Unions (as we have often proclaimed,) 
is to educate every child gratuitously, 
in the knowledge and understanding 
(rf'the Holy Scriptures. In tlie prepa- 
ration of lessons, books, and forms of 
insjUruction, reference is had abvay9 
a»*d only to one grand object^ viz. t» 
make the Bibk the rule, of conduct — 
the standard of duty and usefulness^- 
from the erodk to the grave. Our Bible 
Dictionary, Sacred Geography, Bibli- 
cal Antiquities, Alexander's Bviden- 
ces, and a multitude of other books, 
are prepared expressly for the pro- 
motion of strict Bible education; and it 
is the design of all our library books to 
exhibit the lesults of Bible education 
in the Uves and conversation of holy 
men, women and children. Let Sun- 
day-Schools be liberally supported and 

TAUSHT AS TH^T SHLOULD BE, and they 

will send into primary schooli and 
thence trough the higher depart* 
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ittents of education for both 
and even into coUegCB and universities, 
a spirit of biblical inquiry and re- 
search, which will ereaU a department 
for itnlfi and find, or make a way for 
its influence to pervade every purpose 
and pursuit. 

" A prominent advantage of the as- 
cendancy of Sacred Literature will be, 
that all Literature may be expected 
to become more irUelleetuaL As the 
Bible is the noblest and richest foun- 
tain of original, elevated, and compre- 
hensive thought, the general cultiva- 
tion of sacred letters must impart its 
own character to all the departments 
of Literature. The Literature of Ger- 
many and England is more intellectual, 
than that of France, Italy or Spain. 
Can we doubt, independently of the 
influence of other subordinate causes, 
that the Bible is the paramount reason 
of the^fference? In the Scriptures 
only, do we find any just views of the 
character and attributes of God, of the 
scheme of creation and providence, of 
the being, and nature, and ofiices of 
spiritual existences, of heaven and 
hell, of the trials and suiferingps of 
roan in this world, of the immortality 
of the soul, of its glory and happiness, 
or of its dishonour and misery in a 
future world. And is it possible, that 
these ideas, so grand and solemn, so 
interesting and aflecting, are destined 
never to nave a deep, all-pervading, 
quickening influence over modem 
Literaturer . It is obvious, that in the 
Grecian authors^ sublime and lovely 
conceptions, the relics of an elder, of 
the patriarchal age, are seen to strug- 
gle for life, against the oppressive 
power of their vicious and absurd my- 
thology. And what are those finer 
and better thoughts, but the faint 
glimmerings of tradition, seen by them 
darkly at a distance, but vouchsafed 
in the Law and the Prophets, to the 
children of Israel? Those few imper- 
fect thoughts have done more for 
Grecian letters, than the whole body 
of her fabulous religion. This has in- 
deed given beauty and variety to her 
Literature, but to those only is it in- 
debted for the awful and the majestic. 
The mythology of Greece never has 
been and never can be the parent of 
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vigorous, original, versatile thought. 
The Bible pre-eminently exacts and 
encourages the exercise of power and 
freedom^ of comprehensiveness and 
depth of thought. What the profound, 
ardent study of the Scriptures as an 
inexhaustible fund of Literature is able 
to do, may be seen in the unrivalled 
sublimity and beauty of Paradise Lost, 
the great poem not merely of English, 
but of all ancient and modern Litera- 
ture. Give then to the Bible its na- 
tural, rightful influence over the whole 
circle of polite learning, and we de- 
spair not of beholding in our country, 
a Literature more rich, original and 
dignified, than the world has ever 
seen. 

<*The scholars of our land complain 
of the character of our institutions, as 
over-crowded with the simplicity and 
homeliness of common sense, and of 
our state of society, as chiefly remark- 
able for its unpoeticaJ, business-like 
aspect. In our judgment, they under- 
value exceedingly 5ie literary capaci- 
ties and fertility of our country. A 
nobler and more affecting origin, a 
more interesting and wonderful pro- 
gress a destiny, more sublime, glori- 
ous and solemn, we have never beheld. 
Who that has a memory to look back 
over all the past; who, that has a 
mind to comprehend all the present; 
who, that has an imagination to em- 
body the dim visions of the future, 
will despair? Who, that has a heart, to 
love his family, his state, the nation, 
the living and the unborn world; and 
a soul^ that ascends in thought to the 
throne of God, to the mansions of An- 
gels, and the habitations of the just 
made perfect, will despair of the Lit- 
erature of our Country? We behold 
not, indeed, scattered over our land, 
the beautifid and august antiquities of 
Greece and Rome. - We behold not 
the Cathedral and the Abbey, the 
tower and the castle, relics of €k)thic 
grandeur and feudal power. Not a 
solitary spot in our land is hallowed 
by the fantastic and elegant mythology 
of classic Fable. The wild and the 
terrible, the mysterious and the mar- 
vellous of the Enchanter, the Fairy 
and the Goblin, have no place in our 
traditions. Popular superstitions, in 
all their endless variety of the curious 
and tlie horrible, are unknown to us. 
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Ours^haft never been the lanQ of Ho- 
mance; for the purple light of the age 
of Chivahy has never beamed on our 
people, in hs richness and beauty. 
But we despur not. We have a strong 
faith in the destinies of American Lit- 
erature. We have a fiiith, strong as a 
Christian's hope, strong as a Pati-iot's 
love. We will not despair. We feel 
assured, that in the noon-tade Of our 
greatness, we shall look down upon 
all the nations that have gone before 
lis, W* envy not the riches of their 
inheritance. The patrimony 6f the 
Old World is the heritage of the New; 
90 far as we may choose to avail our- 
selves of its wealth. But our trust is 
built on better promise and brighter 
hopes. The Uving tpitit of American 
Literature muei be inteUeeiuaL He 
who does not see, that the intellectual 
win be the essential character of Amer- 
ican Literature^ must be blind to the 
visions that crowd on the hjicy^ and 
deaf to the thousand voices of gratula- 
tion and encouragement, that call from 
the past, the present and the future, 
through all our land. His are not the 
deep and delicate feelings of the heart, 
which sympathize with all that is ma- 
jestic, lovely and graceful, whether in 
man, or in the visible world. His can- 
not be the enthusiasm of soul, which 
invests the grand and the beautiful in 
nature and m art, with a nobler gran- 
deur, a more attractive beauty. His 
never will be those sublime thoughts, 
which live on the great, the wonder- 
ful and the fair, In the recoUections of 
the past; which inhabit the whole liv- 
ing world, ever meditating on its his- 
tory, progress and destinies; and wan- 
der through etemity^to contemplate 
the purity and fefieity, the glory and 
wonders of an immortal state. We at 
least scruple not to gaze with a Chris- 
tian's hope and a patriot's love. And 
we have received the reward of that 
hope and of that love, in the rejoic-- 
ings that symjMthize with all that Is 
American, and in the gratitude which 
ascending to God, as the moral Gov- 
ernor of the World, beholds in our 
countrv the fairest province of his 
mjuniincent empire upon earth. 

T*he foundations of out hope and our 
love are laid in thx powxa or thouoht, 

rilX IHTSLLXGTUAL SFlRIT. But the 

Vol. VII.— 43 



Scriptures only cm create, diffuse, and 
perpetuate that spirit. They only can 
redeem us from the vassalage, without 
the glory of European Letters. They 
only can breathe into all our fiterature 
the breath of life, intellectual power. 
Scatter then the Scriptures with a 
prodigal benevolence, over all our 
land. Imbue with their spirit, the 
child, the youth, the young man, 
through the whole course of efduca- 
tion. Let them be the study of man- 
hood and of old age. Then, but then 
only, shall we have reason neither to 
envy nor to fear the scholarship of Eu- 
rope. Let the literature of the East- 
em Hemisphere worship in the Par- 
thenon of Athens or the Coliseum of 
Rome, in the Abbey or the Cathedral 
of a Gothic ancestry. Let it revel in 
the beauties of Grecian fable, in the 
wondei-s of enchanted castles and fairy 
bowers, amid the splendour of courts 
and the magnificence of palaces, amid 
the glory and gallantry of the age of 
Romance. American Literature re- 
joices that her's is a more holy, a no- 
bler, a lovelier land of promise. The 
shrine of her worship is the Falls of 
Niagara; the black gates of the moun- 
tains are the portals of her fane; the 
Father of Western Waters is the ma- 
jestic stream of her inspiration; the 
valley of the Mississippi with its pant 
colonnade, the Rocky and the Alle- 
ghany, the temple of her glory. The 
Genius of American Literature walks 
abroad, through the land of his birth; 
and beholds an endless diversity of the 
grand and the beautiful. He looks to 
the world of Memory, and feels that 
the wealth of ancient and modem lit- 
erature is his. He looks to the realms 
of imannation, and rejoices in its vi- 
sions of glory; for he knows that they 
are his. He looks to the empire of 
mind, and shrinks not at the mysterious 
depth of its abyss, or the awful gran- 
deur of its elevation; for his are the 
power and freedom of thought. In the 
mtellectual spirit, he lives, and moves, 
and has his being. 

FaOPOSXI) STSTXX OF EDUCATION. 

Among the notes to the Phi Beta 
address of Hon. Mr. Grimke, noticed 
in a preceding page, we find one in 
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which he propoies a geoenl agntem of 
education. 

Though this pbn embracen much 
with which Sunday-achool teachen, 
as such, have nothing to do, the expo, 
sition of it contains many yaluable 
hinU for their guidance* and shows, in a 
forcible manner, the nature and extent 
of those errors which prevail as much 
in moral and social education, as in 
mental or physical. 

«I would arrange Seminaries in 
four ranks— Schools, Academies, Col- 
leges, Univeffsttiea. The distinctive 
feature of the first should be a plain, 
substantial, useful, English education, 
comprising spclfin^, reading, writing, 
common arithmetic, book-keeping, 
geography, history and biographer, 
sacred and profane, especially Ameri- 
can history and biography, natural his- 
tory, chiefly with a view to facts, 
oompotttion, speaking, thinking and 
reasoning of a plain and business-like 
character. The school would occupy 
the boy from six to twelve years of 
age. The distinctive features of the 
second rank would be one op more 
modern languages, French, German, 
or Spanish, as circumstances might 
direct, taught aa spoken and written 
tongues, for the purposes of busness; 
the principal and most interesting 
sciences taught chiefly with a view to 
facts, chronology, English grammar, 
the history of the arts and sciences, 
chiefly as facts, and the practical ele- 
ments of rhetoric, of moral and political 
philosophy. The academy would em- 
ploy the youth from twelve to sixteen. 
The distinctive features of the third 
rank would be mathematics, except 
such branches as conies, spherics, 
fluxions, &c. natural philosophy, na- 
tural history, moral and political philo- 
sophy, rhetoric, grammar, history and 
chronology, all taught as sciences: 
Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, the law of 
nations, the history of literature and 
society, constitutional law, mental phi- 
losophy, and antiquities. The college 
would occupy the young man four 
years, from sixteen to twenty. The 
last rank would embrace all the pre- 
ceding studies. Its distinctive features 



would probably be found in the follow- 
ing particulars. 1. All the studies 
ought to be voluntary. 2. The stu- 
dents should be instructed altogether 
by Professors. 3. The great object 
would be two-fold — to prepare the 
professional man for life, or to finish 
the accomplished scholar, in any or all 
the departments already pursued in 
the college. The University educa- 
tion would employ the man from 
twenty to twenty-four. 

" Each rank would pre-suppose an 
acquaintance with the studies of the 
previous: and whatever from its nature 
and usefulness, and its susceptibility 
of hig;her cultivation, required it, such 
as thinking, reasomng, composition, 
speaking, (not mere declamation,) 
would be pursued through each of the 
four ranks of Seminaries. 

** I would distinguish the four ranks 
thus, with a view to the character of 
instruction, and its object The school 
would give a common education for 
the working classes. — The Academy 
would furnish a respectahk education 
to the man of business. The College 
would afford a liberal education to t^e 
gentleman. The University would 
yield a profeauonal education, for the 
Clergyman, the Phydcian, or the 
Lawyer, or an accomplished education 
for the Scholar. I would anange the 
third class on the principle of leaving 
the selection of studies, and the extent 
to which he should pursue them, to 
the Student, or rather to his parents 
or guardian: and if he should not de- 
signate, then to the faculty, or such 
one or more as they might name, to 
ascertain by careful examination, the 
state of improvement, kind and degree 
of talent, and objects of the student. 

Education is four-fold — Moral, which 
teaches duty, in order to nmke us 
good: Mental, which instructs us in 
valuable knowledge and its rtg-htuse.- 
Social, wliich regulates the ejections 
and manners.' Physical, which consults 
health. When we look at this scheme, 
so natural, ample, and obvious, how 
are we shocked at the deformities and 
imperfections in the plans of education, 
that prevail throughout our land. The 
first and the third, the Tnost important of 
any of the four, and indispensable to 
every human being, form no part of 
our systems. The second is crowded 
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with studies, useless to most who pur- 
sue them, and is destitute of m«ny 
branches, which are Valuable to all — 
ihxuforeoer sacrijlcmg the great fM^or- 
ity to a small minority. The last, till 
latterly, was scarcely thought of r and 
even now is but little attended to. 

"There are three most important 
objects in education, which are not only 
disregarded, through all our existing 
schemes; but these actually operate so 
as to defeat those. The first is, to 
teach the habit of thinking and reason- 
ing — as inatparoMe from aU know- 
ledge acquired. The second, to fill 
the mind with an abundant supply of 
valuable and interesting knowlea^e, — 
tiie materials for reflection, writing, 
and conversation, tkrow^h life. The 
third, to create a love fir knowledge, 
and a taste far reading. If I err in my 
judgment, that our schemes of educa- 
tion, as actually administered, disre- 
gard, and even thwart these objects, I 
can only say that my personal experi- 
ence and observation, and the testi- 
mony of very many intelligent men, 
have constrained me to adopt this 
opinion. Let any one look at the great 
majority of those, who come out of 
our schools, academies, and colleges, 
and observe how little idea they have 
of thinking and reasoning; how little 
of valuable, interesting knowledge 
tbey possess; and how little love of 
knowledge, and taste for reading has 
resulted from their whole education. 

"A complete scheme of general 
education, embraces the seven things 
that have been thus noticed, viz. four, 
as the constituent parts of education, 
duty, mental improvement, the cul- 
ture of the affections, with the forma- 
tion of the manners, and health; and 
the three last, as most important re- 
sults of education; viz. habitual reflec- 
tion, a stock of valuable and interesting 
knowledge, the love df knowledge, 
with a taste for reading. Duty is the 
only true basis of all education — Vir- 
tue, Usefulness, and Happiness, its 
great ends.— Yet the former is utterly 
rejected from all our schemes: and the 
two latter are sacrificed to ancient 
prejudices, old habits of study, and 
antiquated schemes of instruction, 
without testing their i*eal value, by the 
only safe guide — experience, founded 
on the obsei>vation of their consequen- 



ces, as exhibited through manhood in 
aettial life. 

I need hardly say, that I reg^ard the 
Bible and Sacred Literature, as insep- 
arable and all-important parts of any 
schem.e of education. Nor peed I say 
that l' regard thinking and reasoning 
as perfectly inseparable from all sound 
instruction, in each of the four ranks of 
seminaries. The great business of 
ftithful, competent instructers, is to 
let nothing pass through the mind of 
the boy, the youth, the young man, 
the man, tmthout reflecting uoon it — 
without drawing out the pupil's mind, 
by questions or preparatory remarks, 
to think and reason on the facts he is 
treasuring up. The neglect of the 
voung mind in this particular, through 
its whole progress, is indeed melan- 
choly and astonishing.'* 

Hymns for the Lancaster, (Mass,) Sun- 
day-School, presented to the pupils 
of the Lancaster Sunday-School, by 
their affectionate teachers, 1830. pp, 
8. 

This is so small an affair, that it 
would attract the notice of few persons 
who were not seeking to be conversant 
with children's books and children's 
interests. To us, nothing is unimpor- 
tant that children hear, or say, or 
sing. 

We have a remark or two to make 
respecting this unpretending quarter 
of a sheet of paper, and 

I^st, we like the spirit which its 
title indicates. A truly affectionate 
Sunday-school teacher will almost in- 
variably find, or make, a class of af- 
fectionate children; and this state of 
feeling, on both sides, is exceedingly 
propitious to the advancement of their 
mutual interests. This affectionate 
regard shows itself on the side of the 
teacher in a thousand forms. 

(1.) It leads him day by day to the 
Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
that he may obtun those gifts, widiout 
which he labours in vain, and spends his 
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■tovagtli for noaght AnMNi|r tbete gift* 
m$j be mefitioned meekncwtiid laith 
to reeeiTe and befiCTe and trust all that 
the Lord hai apokeni— a deep lenae 
of the value of tlie aoult vbich be 
p fofeai ea to feed with the bread of 
life, aod which have been redeemed, 
nor with oomiptible things, aiicfa as 
sOver and gold, but with the predous 
blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb without 
blemish and without spott ftnd a wil- 
fingiMis to deny hunaelf, spend hit 
ttre^gth, and bear the riiame and re- 
proach of hit Master, if he may there- 
by be made instrumental in bringing 
a single child to His srros. 

(3.) An qfieUonaie teacher will ex- 
amine with great care the record which 
God has given concerning the moral 
character and deatiny of those whom he 
has undertaken to kiatruct and guide, 
and when he finds that all have gone 
out of the way, that no man liveth 
and sinneth not; and that without ho- 
liness no man shall see the Lotd, he 
win inquire, with deep solicitude, lor 
himself and for his children,— How 
then shall man be just with God? 
How shall the wide breach which sin 
has made between us and God, be 
healed? What ahaU we do to be saved? 
Being satisfied on these points^ and 
having himself submitted to the sal- 
vation of Christ, his chief anxiety 
will be to awaken in the mind of 
his pupils some feeling on this 
subject; and the more deep and ar- 
dent bis affection for them^ the more 
zealously and , frequently, will be 
commend to their consideration, the 
amazing, boundless love of God, ma- 
nifested in the sufferings and death 
of Christ. Nor will he be at rest 
respecting them, till he is persuaded 
that Christ is so formed in them the 
hope of glory, that neither death, nor 



life^ nsr aogcH nor priocipafities^ nor 
powers, nor things present nor thing* 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
aay other creature diall be able to 
separate them from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus thdr Lord. 

(3.) llie affectionate teacher shows 
his temper in watching over the best 
interests of his child at all times. He 
is not satisfied with simply hearing 
him redte a few verses of a chapter 
or hymn once a week, nor even with 
a faithful effort to impress the pure, 
simple truth of God's word upon hia 
mind and heart He follows him home; 
he visits him from time to time at the 
place where his domestic habits and 
temptations and trials may be seen) 
and sach is the spirit of Jove and kind- 
ness which characterizes these visits, 
and such the meekness and apirituali^ 
ty of the teacher's conduct and con- 
versation, that the parents, playmates 
and nfrighbours of the child cannot 
but take knowledge of him, that he 
has been with Jesus^ and learned of 
Him who went about doing good. In 
a single word, the aJfedumaU Sun- 
day^Hhool teacher makes Christ his 
paUem in all things^ and if, in his 
teaching, he has the spirit of Christ, 
he will have no greater joy than to 
see his children walking in the truth. 

These thoughts have been suggested 
to us by the occurrence of this oom- 
prehensiveword,4^eci»oitafe. It means 
much more than we have Intimated, 
but we have said enough to put the 
reader upon a course of reflection. 

A second suggestion we have to 
make respects the character of these 
hymns. There are but twelve (some 
original and some selected,) but only 
one of them presents distinctly the 
subject which of all others should be 
presented constantly- to the minds of 
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children. It ia a subject wluohiA«y 
can understand; for, howevo*, it may 
puzzle the minds of wise and learned 
men, it is revealed to babes; we mean 
the birth, life, sufferings, death, resur- 
rection and ascension of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ The Sun- 
day-school teacher must be Teiy in- 
genious, indeed, who can make the 
New Testament a text-book and avoid 
the conviction that the shedding of 
Christ's blood for the remission of our 
mns, is the all-absorbing subject of 
every book and almost eveiy chapter; 
and a ccdlcetion of hymns, or a series 
of devotional exerdses, or a course of 
instruction, in a Sunday-school, where 
the New Testament is the textbook, 
and in which this g^eat mystery of 
godliness is not made of supreme im- 
portance, would seem to be as defec- 
tive as a system of natural philosophy, 
without a angle allufion to light, or 
heat, or motion. 

It is on this ground that we object 
to most of the hymns in this fittle col- 
lection. There is not enough of Christ 
in them, nor is it sufficient to say, 
that, in so small a space no particular 
subject could be presented with much 
distinctness or prominence. The love 
of Christ in giving himself to die fqf 
sinners, connects itself with every reli- 
gious duty and principle, and it is 
hardly posnble to present to a child's 
mind a single precept or doctrine of 
the New Testament, as it stands re- 
corded there, without presenting in 
connexion with it, some motive or 
sanction growing out of the death of 
Christ. 

In Hymn VII. we have this verse. 

Mofe than all, we praise thee. Lord, 
For the blessings cif thy word, 
Ibr the tidings Jesus brought, 
jFbr theprecqpi* Jesus taught. 



In Hymn Vm. 

Praise the mercer that did send 
JesuBfor our guide andfiitnd. 

Now let any man or any child read 
the ninth chapter and the first part of 
the tenib chapter of Hebrews, and say 
whether Paul and the poet could have 
been writing or thinking of the same 
Jesus, 

The least objectionable hymn in this 
view, and the one which really has the 
most merit, considering its purpose, 
is the tenth. This ia an original hsrmn, 
and should be preserved in our collec- ^ 
'tion. We extract it entire, and hope 
our friends will excuse the liberty we 
have taken in using their book for a 
text to so long a sermon. 

fbr the Teachers of a Sdbbath-sehooL 

With anxious hearts, but fervent hopes. 

Encouraged by thy word. 
To thee we lift our wiuting eyes. 

And seek thy blessing. Lord. 

Oh 1 may it like refreshmg dew. 

Upon each heart descend; 
For if thy presence be not here, 

Why at thine altar bend? 

Our blessed Saviour, when on earth. 
Restored the blind to sight; 

And may his spirit o'er our minds 
Diffuse a heavenly light. 

And as the unconscious dead arose 

At his life-giving word; 
May eveiy sleeping soul here wake. 

And live to thee, O! God. 

With trembling hearts may teachers 
feel. 

That to their care are g^ven 
Such *< little ones" as Jesus loved 

And called the heirs of heaven. 

Grant that the lambs within this fold 
May heavenly pasture find; 

And here may streams of mercy flow 
To cheer &e humblest mind. 

Be with us, Lord, when'er we meet; 

And through redeeming^ love 
Immortal souls, that worship here, 

Shall reign with thee above. 
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■CBUTUKS PEIHCIPUM OT SDVCATIOH. 

/ wiU forewarn you u>hom ye shall 
fear. — Luke xii. 5. 

If we should attempt to draw a line 
of distinction between the children of 
ciod and the children of this world, in 
matters of conduct, we should find it 
extremely difficult: I believe it would 
be even impossible to mark tlie boun- 
dary, so as to make a definite distinc- 
tion to ourselves, still less to make the 
dUTerence apparent to others. The 
believer has so much of the alloy of 
earth about him, especially when the 
divine life is but newly implanted, 
the better principle will not alwajrs 
triumph over the def^pct;ilnlity of bis 
-conduct The children of this world, 
on the other hand, do sometimes make 
such near approaches to the external 
characters of piety, we must look very 
closely to perceive that they are not 
G^enuine. While, therefore, in the 
Su^r features of conduct, we would 
not hesitate to say, these things can- 
not be done by a child o£ God, and 
^ese things will not be done by one 
who does not know God, there will 
still be minor points, and intermixing 
characters, in which it is impossible 
to draw a broad line of distinetion. 
But whatever be the difficulty in re- 
spect of the actions, there is none in 
the principle of action. However the 
streams may approach and inter- 
mingle, to the improvement of the 
one and the debasing of the other, 
ihe sources from whidi they flow are 
eternally separate; and we draw a line 
at once definite and unerring, when 
Ve say, that in the children of God 
the main-spring of action is love and 
filial fear, which I take to be synony- 
mous terms; while in the children of 
this world, the principle of action may 
be many things, some m themselves not 
unworthy, but it is never this. 

Whoever has passed from the one 
state of mind to the other, "from 
death unto life," knows this to be the 
one great chan^ that precedes every 
other. Much m their conduct they 
feel it necessaiy to alter; and as the 
divine life grows to maturity, much 
in their character and conversation 
will prog^ssively alter of itself. But 
in most things, if the life has been 
one of moral pi-opriety, they will con- 



tinue to act as they did before; they 
will pursue their daily oceupationsy 
continue the same round of social and 
domestic duties, and exercise still 
their legitimate means of enjoyment. 
And yet in these, the change is not 
really less, though less apparent to 
others; they do what they did before; 
they act as they always have acted; 
but they act on a different princi- 
ple entirely. They did the thing for- 
merly because it was to their advan- 
tage; because they had pleasure in it; 
because the world approved it; be- 
cause it was good and becoming in 
their own eyes. Now the}r do it be- 
cause God has commanded it, because 
he has intended it, or because they 
have reason to believe he will ap- 
prove it. And so also of the things 
they leave undone f whereas they for- 
merly avoided them because they 
were injurious to themselves, or of- 
fensive' to their fellow-creatures^ thev 
now avoid them because they are of- 
fenuve to God. 

Now, if it is true that the principle 
of conduct is a more definite and de- 
cided distinction between the people 
of God and the people of this world, 
than even the conduct that results 
from it, is it not apparent that parents 
and teachers should ^ve the greatest 
attention to the principles and motives 
on which they induce a child to act? 
To enter into this more minutely; 1 
do not intend to say that no motive 
should ever be held out to a child to 
induce it to do right, or avoid wron^, 
but the love and fear of God: this 
Nrpuld be g^ng too &r: because there 
sole many motives of action not un- 
lawful nor necessary to be suppress- 
ed, though all inferior to this, and 
needing to be brought into subservi- 
ency to it. Nay, though I have said 
they may be good in themselves, they 
become positively evil if they take 
the plaee of the divine will, and be- 
come the main-springs of action; be- 
cause they then become essentially 
earthly and selfish. I mean to say, 
that it is not enough we labour to ha- 
bituate our children to right conduct; 
we ou^ht also to laboiur to instil into 
them right principles of conduct And 
I think this should be as plain a 
distinction between the education 
of the children of the godly and that 
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of the childr^ of the ungodly, as it 
is in the character of the parents. It 
should he so plain, that all who come 
in may see the difference; and that 
the children may feel it at every pe- 
riod when they happen to be brought 
in contact with others of their age 
differently^ educated ; and that they 
may be forced to remember it, as they 
win, f^ould the^ hereafter become 
mixed and assimilated with the peo- 
ple of the world. 

I believe what I say is equally applica- 
ble to the children of the rich and the 
poor. The former have indeed a wider 
rang^ of motives and inducements, as 
having more to expect or to fear from 
the world and its opinions. But the 
poor may be not the less misled, if 
they are under the teaching of those 
who think self-interest, or a sense of 
moral propriety, more powerful mo- 
tives of action than the love and fear 
of Grod; or who think it enough that 
the children be taught to conduct 
themselves properly, without investi- 
gating the principle from which their 
conduct proceeds. The extent of this 
evil, and the difficult]^ of removing it, 
in all large schools, is painfully evi- 
dent. .There, nothing can be attended 
to but the external conduct of the child, 
because that ovly can be known. The 
individual attention that can be given 
to each, is insufficient for the scrutiny 
of motives. And it is a certain fact, 
that no child wUl go more triumphant- 
ly and creditably through a school, 
uian one who acts on a consistent 
principle of self-esteem. He leaves 
it with the approbation of his teachers 
and the highest testimonials of his con- 
duct; and perhaps he does not sus- 
pect, for he has never been told it, 
that he has not once been influenced 
by a holy regard towards God, nor 
even so much as by one generous apd 
dimnterested feeling. 

In more private and careful educa- 
tion, the state of the heart as not thus 
neglected. If an action is perceived to 
proceed fVom a bad motive, the motire 
is reproved; and in requiring good con- 
duct, some inducement to it is usually 
supplied. But when the teacher is not 
under spiritual influence, the true 
principle of conduct is never present- 
ed to the child. Because the thing 
is right, because it is thought right, 



because he must feel it ri^ht, are the 
highest principles called into action; 
but the notion of right is never refer- 
red to God. Far lower principles than 
these, however, are more ususal. Va- 
nity and ambition, this world's interest 
and applause, are the predominant rea- 
sons why every thing is done or left 
undone, often in direct opposition to 
the command of God, always without 
reference to it. Hope and fear, the 
two gp*eat stimulants of human action, 
have every object set before ^em 
but that which should be the only 
one. I say the only one, because, ad- 
mitting that there are things in this 
life to be desired, they should be de- 
sired only in God and from God; they 
should be sought as his gifts, and 
through the medium of his approba- 
tion; and a child should never be 
tau|^t to think it can obtain any thing 
desirable in spite of Him or without 
Him. How contraiy to the impression 
actually g^ven! The love and fear of 
God being never sugp^ested as a prin- 
ciple of action in childhood, while a 
thousand other motives are kept in 
continual exercise, the man or wo- 
man ^s forth into the world, fear- 
ing disgrace, fearing exposure, fear- 
ing the nun of hb fortune and the 
disapprobation of his fellow-creatures; 
fearing every thing, in short, but 
God. 

I think I see in this, a reason why 
pious parents should be more careful 
than they sometimes are, to whom 
they commit the instruction of their 
children. They are very apt to say, 
"It does not signify Aether the 
teacher or master is a religious man, 
provided he can g^ve the necessary 
instruction, and is of discreet and mo- 
ral character; we can supply the re- 
ligious instruction ourselves." If it be 
merely to teach a child writing or 
spelling, or Latin, or French, this may 
be reasonable: but if it be any tlung 
that implies superintendence of the 
conduct of the child, it is manifestly 
an erroneous calculation. The teacher 
cannot communicate that which he 
has not. He may enforce good con- 
duct by example as well as precept. 
But as he acts on a wrong principle 
himself, he necessarily leads the child 
to do the same. The very gpood he 
produces stands on so wrong a basis, 
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h muft fUl to fum of Itteir, or & dime 
iMnd nivot tftke dowii tlw lobiic and 
MM H up mftuh^ZowiLTku*. 1%. 

EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE 
SINCE OUR LAST NUMBER. 

OUm CAV8B AT TRB BAIT. 

Ikit York, 20ik Sqd. 1930. 
Tour tgent reports tint be hss tis- 
ited Sbaroa» Ssliibuiy, South-Canasn. 
Noilblk» Goriwm Litcfafieki» Water* 
town and Ajnoodthy in litcbfi^ Co. 
Connecticut, and in eaph on the Sab- 
balb^y presented the dainiB of the 
YaDeyortbeMimnppifaiid he would 
here record with gratitude to God, that 
ho has found the weeks occupied in 
hia agcnqr, among the happiest of his 
file. In every congregation be has 
visited he has always been received 
with great kindness both by nunisten 
and people, and the object of his agen- 
cy cordially welcomed. The cause of 
the West lies very near the heart of 
our eastern friends. 

soon SPIRIT IV TWO CHILDRXH. 

Bock Spring, Si, Clair Couatif, 
SqU. 30tk 1830. 
On the IStfi I rode to Blaffdste, 13 
miles, on the Illinois Biver, to a school 
superintended by a Mr. Russell, a 
man of talent, who has been very suc- 
cesalflil hi the management of this 
school. I found the school suspended 
for a few Sabbaths on account of pre* 
vsiling sickness. A library is attached 
to this school. Two brothers have 
steadily attended the school this sea- 
son, one about 12, and the other 10 
years of age, who come eight miles on 
foot, and cross the Illinois river. They 
say when questioned, that " there is 
no other school for us to attend, but 
few settlements are made near our 
father's, and we must either grow up 
without learning, or get it here. And 



We hope to gtt as much as boys in this 
country generally do.'' And this,! 
lesmed, they were in a feir way to do. 
Had every cbold in IlUnois been as in- 
dustrious and as engaged as these tare, 
there still might have been some un- 
able to read, but not so many as there 
inflict are. 

TSX BMAJt DSVSCT. 

F^m a MMonary in OMa, 

S(^U 16/A 1830. 
September 5. Preached in the 
rooming to a large congregation, and 
assisted brother A. in the afternoon in 
the administration of the Lord's Sup- 
per. In the intermission I attended 
the Sunday«schoo], wfaidi consisted of 
about SO childlren, in good order. The 
school is considerably less this year 
than last. There are in this s<^idoI jl 
good many more boys than girls'— « 
fact not known of any other school in 
tfau region. Almost all the county 
fies wssle as to Sun<by-s^ools. In a 
lai^e number of settlements there 
might be interesting Sundsy-schooli^ 
ooold persons be found quidified to 
act as Teachers. I cannot s^y that 
there b not sufficient intelligence in 
the county to sustain Sunday^ochoola^ 
but I can say, with deep sorrow, ^at 
there is not at present enough of the 
existing intelligence doncHfied, to im- 
part a living principle to the Sunday 
school system. Societies and schools 
might be formed, but it would be like 
planting cedars in the deserts of Ara- 
btt. They would not only not grow, 
but would perish. In the evening I 
preached in a neighbourhood, in the 
vicinity of the village, to a eongrega- 
tion composed principally of forge and 
furnace-men, and their iamifies, who 
i^ppeared to feel deeply, while I 
pleaded the cause of their children. 
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OBDXR 07 PBOCXXBINe. 

L , (Pa.) Sept 29ut, 1830. 

A gentleman employed as an agent 
to distribute the bible, told roe a few 
weeks ago, that he once thought the 
bible ought to go before Sunday- 
schools, but finding many families un- 
able to read, he now thought Sunday- 
schools "must prepare the way" for 
the bible. So say I. Our country fur- 
nishes many instances of whole house- 
holds, young and old, who cannot 
read a word. Now Sunday-schools in 
all parts of the country would ulti- 
mately remove this stain. 

MXLAirCHOLT PICTURX. 



— , Ohio, Sept. 1st, 1830. 

P. is a small village, in which there 
is a small Presbyterian church, and no 
other organized religious body. They 
have no stated preaching of any sort, 
and no decent place to hold meetings 
in. This Httle village is furnished 
with two distilleries, and is without a 
Temperance Societj'. After stating 
these circumstances it is hardly neces- 
saiy to say that they have no Sunday- 
school, or next to none. A school 
has indeed been in operation for seve- 
ral years, and for some time past has 
been running down. I attended it 
to-day and found 12 scholars, where 
there ought to have been 80 or 100. 
In searching for the cause of the de- 
cline of the Sunday>school, I found 
to my great discouragement, that but 
a solitary child belon^ng to the mem- 
bers of the church was sent to school. 
Others made this an excuse for not 
sending theirs. The only apology 
rendered by these church members 
for the course they choose to take, is, 
that it is too much trouble to fix their 
children and send them to Sunday- 

Vol. VIL— 44 



schooL If professed followers and 
lovers of the Lord Jesus Christ can 
act so, what may not be expected of 
those who profess nothing? 

WANT OF TXACHXRS, AND HOW IT SHALL 
BX SUPFLIXn. 

Preached twice in B. There is in 
this place a very interesting school, 
rendered so chiefly by the activity and 
intelligence of the superintendent. 
Visiting this school has made me feel 
more sensibly than ever, the want of 
suitable persons for superintendents 
and teachers. This seems to n\e the 
greatest obstacle that lies in our way, 
and to remove it, must be a work of 
time. Indeed I know not that it will 
ever be removed, except by some spe- 
cial effort to fit young men and wo- 
men for this veiy work, by a regular 
course of training for it. The Sunday- 
school cause demands that something 
should be done in the way of sQpply- 
ing the West with superintendents 
and teachers. Were these supplied, 
schools might be formed in hundreds, 
nay thousands of places, with every 
hope of success, in which compara- 
tively little can now be done to any 
advantage. 

Air IMPROVIKG KXIOHBOITBHOOB. 

Preached in P. The Sunday-school 
in this place is doing much good. — 
There is a whole neighbourhood in 
this township, in which the heads of 
the families are unable to read or 
write; — ^their children have learned in 
the Sunday-school to read the Bible, 
and are making good proficiency. 

But about one third of the townships 
in this county have Sunday-schools, 
and I am told that it would be imprac- 
ticable to establish any more for want 
of teachers. 
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CHIUBXirXAT BB BBLIOXOVf. 

F , Indiana, Aug, 12/A, 1880. 

The first death in the achool, 
(and the only one among 120 chil- 
dren in four years, while with the 
school) was & lad in his tenth year. — 
During an illness oiaix months he ex- 
hibited such evidences of genuine piety 
as convinced all his friends, that he had 
experienced a g^cious change of heart. 
My heart is deeply interested in the 
Sabbath-school cause. I believe it is 
the great cause of God, and that it is 
to do much in changing liie moral 
condition of this ruined world. To 
give you more of my atuation, (for I 
do suppose that you, city-folks, know 
but little of our western country,) 
although I have but two churches, 
and these fifteen miles distant from 
each other, and claim all my Sabbaths, 
yet I have seven places of regular 
preaching, including a territory of 
about fifly.miles long, and twenty or> 
thirty wide. I have Bible classes, Bi- 
ble Societies, Missionary Societies, 
Temperance Societies, and Sabbath- 
schools. But on my return, after an 
absence of a month or two, I found all 
these associations languishing, as such 
will always be the case, unless the mi- 
\nister is standing to blow the flame 
continually. I am now trying to re- 
suscitate all these plans for doing good. 
But we meet with the most unnatural 
opposition at every step. We would 
therefore be thankful for any success. 
I have two Sabbath-schools now in 
successful operation, numbering about 
sixty. I think that I will be able to 
organize 'about four more in my own 
region by Christmas. All that I can 
do, I will do, in this important work. 

FRUITS. 

BndpoHy iFi.) Sept.24^h 1830. 
The following fact may not be unin- 



teresting to the friends of Sabbath- 
schools. The church with which I 
labour, has two places of worship, and 
two *< Bible-schools,'' in which the 
average attendance of both together, 
has been about 75, Twenty-five of 
these have professed hope in Christ 
during the past year. Sixteen of 
whom have received the ordinances 
of the gospel. 

XTH ESTIMATE OF THIS MAGAZINE. 

Mw York, Sept IM 1830. 

Mr. , of Albany writes me that 

he is very anxious to get No. 6. of vol. 
I. of the American Sunday-school 
Magazine; has all the rest from the be- 
ginning to the present time — sets a 
great value on the work — ^is desirous 
to have it continued to his children, 
&c. &c., and would pay any reasonable 
expense to have it forwarded to him 
by mail. 

A MISSIOBART's COBTBIBTTTIOir. 

New York, Sept, 28th, 1830. 
A female teacher of our Sunday- 
school, wishing to be useful, offered to 
accompany us to the Valley of the 
Mississippi, if I would bear her ex- 
penses for the year, which I have 
agreed to do at my own cost. 

A OOOD SCHOOL BUT N'OT A SnTOEK 
TXACHER.. 

/.-i^, nUnoia, Sept. 1st, 1830. 

21. In the afternoon preached in the 
same neighbourhood, in a meeting of 
the — •, apparently to their spe- 
cial acceptance; but after this church 
meeting, I addressed them on the sub- 
ject of Sabbath-schools, and that spoil- 
ed the whole. 

22. Sunday^ in the morning attended 
the same meeting, but the preacher 
did not know me! At four preached 
again in to a large congrega- 
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tion» who discovered good feeling, 
and who appointed new instructors for 
the school, and who expressed a con- 
fident opinion that the school would 
go on prosperously. Tliis school was 
just given up. I was in it m the morn- 
ing, saw a goodly number of children, 
but not a single instructor. I heard 
them, talked to them, prayed with 
them, and received from them a strong 
expresdon of desire, that the school 
might be continued. 

BESOLUTIOirS OF TBS SPISCOPAL COK- 
VSNTIGN IS OHIO. 

Cambria, Sept, 10th, 1830. 

I seize a few moments to inform you 
of the doings of our convention in re- 
spect to your institution. The follow- 
ing are the resolutions passed. 

**I. Besolved, that this convention 
cordially approve the effort now mak- 
ing by the American Sunday- School 
Union, to establish a Sunday-school 
within two years, in every part of the 
Western Country, where it is practi- 
cable, and wish them God speed, in 
the name of the Lord." 

«II. Itesolved, also, that the bisho|) 
be requested to seek from among the 
clergy, or laity, such persons as he 
may think suitable for the office, and 
recommend them to be employed as 
agents for the establishment of Sunday- 
schools in the Misasappi valley." 

ADVANTAGES 0¥ A SUKDAT-SCKOOL 
UBBABT TO FAXILIES. 

Thombury, {Pa.) Sept. 2nd, 1830. 
We send jJSO for more books; we 
want them of a better quality than 
those sent last spring, and different; 
send among the number the dictionary 
of the Bible; also Alexander's Geogra- 
phy of the Bible. We are delighted 
with our little Library; have no doubt 
it is calculated to do much good. We 



have frequent applications for books 
from the neighbours; they appear to 
be as much or more interested in them 
than the scholars. I determined some 
time once, to inquire of the scholars, 
how they were received by the fami- 
lies to which they belonged, and was 
quite delighted at the reply made by 
many: One little fellow said he could 
hardly get his book long enough to 
read, so anxious were the family to 
read. We have now on our list 12T 
scholars^ and 14 or 15 teachers, but 
find a considerable difficulty in obtain- 
ing competent teachers. Our school 
could be increased to 150 with very 
little exertion, but we could not at- 
tend well to mor.e than we have. I am 
very much pleased with your Sunday- 
school Magazine, and I think it has 
done much good among us in various 
ways. 

THE TRUE SPIRIT— DITFICUITIES TO 
BE MET. 

Wythe County, Virginia, 

Sept, 12/A, 1830. 

I received yours of the 13th July, a 
few days ago, which contained the 
pleadng account, that the managers 
of the American Sunday-school Union 
had entered upon the important work of 
supplying the Valley of the Mississippi. 

The enterprise is truly great, and of 
the last imp<Hrtance, and I pray that 
the Great Head of the Church out of 
the rich stores of his unwasting full- 
ness, may grant them success, zeal, 
and energy, in proportion to its mag- 
nitude. I believe the Sunday-school 
system, will be one of the grand en- 
gines in the hand of God, to pull down 
the strong holds of sin and Satan, and 
of introducing the millennial reign of 
the Prince of Zion upon earth. 

During my residence in this place as 
a missionary of the A. H. M. Society, 
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I Jhave succeeded in orgnamg foar 
Sunday-achools witlun the boands of 
my little congregations, one of which 
VMB organized a few months ago. 
There are ab^ut one hundred and 
forty children in these little nurseries 
of God, receiving that instructi<Hi 
which alone can make them wise unto 
salvation. One of the Schools pos- 
sesses a library worth {(23, another a 
library worth {$13. The remaining 
two are comparatively destitute of 
books, except a few numbers of the 
Union Questions which I have procur- 
ed for them at my own expense, 
besides aiding the other schools with 
the libraries which they now have. 
I have also received a marriage fee 
of five dollars, a few days ago, which 
I proposed to give to one of the 
schools, to aid them in procuring a li- 
brary, on condition that they, would 
raise an equal sum for the same pur- 
pose, which they readily ag^ed to do. 
I have endeavoured to revive one or 
two Sunday-schools under the super- 
intendence of our Methodist brethren, 
whose operations were entirely sus- 
pended. But you have no idea, in 
Philadelphia, or throughout the East- 
em states, of the difficulty which your 
missionaries will have to encounter, in 
many parts of the West. They may 
be able to organize Sunday-schools by 
scores, (for that is the easiest part of 
their mission,) but they will quickly 
languish and die without a struggle, 
for want of a sufficient number of qual- 
ified teachers. Besides many of the 
professed friends and followers of the 
Redeemer will oppose them, and the 
same remark applies to all the bene- 
volent institutions of the present day. 
Tliese facts I have seen clearly exem- 
plified within the compass of my own 
experience. 



JLDVAITTAOSS Or TBACBSRS' ASSOCIA- 
TIONS. 

Jbington, Pa. October 6th, 1830. 
With regard to the Sabbath School 
cause in this region, I am confident 
you will be pleased to hear that it is 
gaining groimd. There is, I think I 
may say without hesitation, more in- 
terest felt, and more scholars attend- 
ing than at any former period. I speak 
fi*om actual knowledge with regard to 
two schools, and ftrom information on 
which I can depend with regard to 
three others. One cause of this has 
been the formation of a kind of Union 
or Association of teachers, to meet 
quarterly, for prayer and conversation 
relative to the cause, to attend the first 
meeting of which, a number of the 
teachers came some four, five, six, 
and even seven miles. 



A^ SSASOBT or IirTEBEST. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Sept, 29th, 1830. 
It is a time of some interest in the 
Sunday Schools here; several conver- 
sions have lately occurred of scholars. 
In one school twelve scholars have 
given satisfactory evidence of hope in 
Christ. The following is from a let- 
ter firom J. R. M'Lain, of Buck Creek, 
O . A few months ago he fiurnished his 
Sunday School with books from thb 
Depository. He says: *'With grati- 
tude to God, I can now tell you the 
Lord is blessing us. When we began, 
of thirteen teachers, but three were 
pious; of seventy-five scholars, not 
one. Last Sabbath at our communion, 
the Holy Spirit was evidently striving 
with many of the congregation, and 
especially among the members of the 
Sabbath Schools. In the evening much 
solemnity and weeping prevailed at 
the Prayer Meeting. On Monday 
evening, at the close of the religious 
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exercises, the " anabas seat" was 
prepared, and while we sung, "Come, 
thou fount of every blessing," eigh- 
teen came forward, saying by their ac- 
tions and weeping, "Christians! pray 
for us." Among them were three bf 
our teachers, and nine of our scholars. 
Many others who did not come for- 
ward were deeply exercised. We ask 
your remembrance before a Mercy 
Seat, that these dear youth, teachers 
and scholars, for we are all young, 
may yet be blessed with the tender 
lambs of the Saviour, and we desire 
a Christian exchange with Sunday 
School friends every where. Their 
prayers for us, ours for them. 

SUNDAX SCHOOL CXLSBSATIOK OF THX 
VOURTK OF JULT. 

Neiio-Brungwicky lltk Oct. 1830. 
On. the 5th of July last, being the 
day kept as the Anniversary of Inde- 
pendence, we had a general meeting 
of the schools connected with our 
Union. A procession was formed at 
the Baptist church, and marched to 
the Dutch Reformed church, receiv- 
ing on their route the Superintendent, 
teachers and children of the Infant 
school. In the church several ad- 
dresses were made by Rev. gentlemen 
of the city, and two appropriate hymns 
sung by the Scholars, of whom there 
were nearly 1000 present. It was an 
interesting meeting, and it has elicited 
more energy in the Sunday School 
cause, than was before apparent in 
our vicinity. It is our intention, if 
Providence permit, to have a similar 
meeting on the next Anniversary of 
Independence, and appearances at 
present indicate a much larger meet- 
ing than the last. 

DONATIONS received by the American Sun- 
day School Union, from September 12th to 
Oatober 18th, 1830.— inclusive. 



I. MIiriSTEBS MXKBERS FOR LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty doUcars^ and 
upwards. 

From Ladies of the Second Ref. Pro. 
Dutch Church, of Albany, N. Y. to 
constitute their pastor. Rev. I. Ferris, 
a life member, per Wm. CMiller, g30 00 

HRev. John N. Campbell, Albany, 

BRev. Edward N. Kirk, do. 

llFrom Ladies of the Third Pres. Churdi 
in Albany, to constitute their late 
Pastor, Rev. Wm. H. Williams, a 
lifemonber, 31 00 

llRev. John Chester, D. D. deceased, 

BRev. Bartholomew T. Welch, Albany, 

yRev. Jacob Van Vechten, Schenectady, 

BRev. John Nott, of Schenectady, by 
his father^ Rev. Eliphalet Nott, D. 
D. President of Union College. 30 00 

BRev. Isaac N. Wyckoif, 

BRev. Andrew N. Kittle, 

BRev. John Gosman, 

BRev. Nathan S. 5. Beeman, D. D. 

BRev. Le<Hiard B. Van Dyck, 

BRev. Robert P. Lee, 

BFrom Female members of Pi'es. Church 
in Stephentown, N. T. to constitute 
their Pastor, the Rev. £. A- Beech, a 
life member, in part, 15 56 

II. OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars, and 
upwards. 

Charles Edmondston, 30 00 

BThe sum re«t«iisite to constitute a life 
member, was paid in memory of 
James A. Powell, late of Newburgh, 
N. Y. who when about to devote him- 
self to Uie Christiaa ministry, was 
drowned near Poughkeepsie, 30 00 

HRobert Dunlop, Albany, N. Y. 

BAnanias Piatt, do. 

BBenjamin Nott, Esq. of Albany, by his 
father, Rev. Eliphalet Nott, D. D. 
President of Union College, 30 00 

BAbraham Van Dyck, Esq. Coxsackie, 

N. Y. 30 00 

NOTE^For particular* of those names 

tliat Iiave no amount attached to them in the 

foregoing UstSf gee under head of Donation* to 

the Ocneral Fund, 

in. ANSrUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 

By the. payment of three dollars and 

upwards. 
Hon. Geo. K. Drake, Burlington, N. J. 

1830, 5 00 

Wm. F. Geddes, Philad. 1830, 3 00 

Lewis Steele, do. 1830, 3 00 

Geo. W. Coe, Savannah, Geo. 1830, 10 00 
IV. DOBTATIGNS TO THE GENERAL FUND. 
tAmbroae White, Philadelphia, 250 00 

llFrom Mrs. Grisselda Stewart, Philad. £^5, 
and fh>ra Alexander Mundell, esq. of Md. 5. 
From the village of Montgomery, Orange co., 
23 75. From the classes of Ulster, met at the 
Reformed Dutch Church, of which the Rev. J. 
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B. Ten Eyck is pastor, 31. From dtiseDi 
met at Newburgh, in ibt presb. church, of 
whieh the Rev. John Johnston is pastor, 7S 9. 
From the refomied Dutch ehurch at Fishkill 
village; of which the Rev. Win. S. Heyer is 
pastor, 44. From the reformed Dutch church 
at FishkiU village, now vacant, including some 
donati<ms firom the Rev. Jared Dewing's eon* 
gregation (which lately sent ^20 to the Union) 
46 374. From the Female Fragment Society 
of Fishkill village, by Miss Given, 17. From 
the Baptist church in Poughkeepsie, of which 
the Rev. A. Perkins u pastor, 15 75; of which 
215 were the donation of Mr. James Mills. 
From tlie reformed Dutch church, Poughkeep- 
sie, under the pastoral care of Rev. Dr. C. C. 
Cuyler, 46 37|. From the Presb. ehnreh in 
Poughkeepsie, 61 31; of which ^1 was in me- 
mory of Elnathan Marshal, a child deceased ; 
and ^3 in memory of three children of the 
Rev. Alonzo Welton, the pastor, which were 
removed by death in the course of five months. 
From the presbyterian church in New- Wind* 
sor, of which the Rev. Mr. Thomas is pastor, 
11 25. From the Presb. chureh of Bethlehem, 
Rev. Mr. Dean pastor 31 75. From the pres- 
byterian ehurch in Chester, Orange county 
62}. From the Congr^;ational chureh in 
Blooming Grove, of which Rev. James Ar- 
Irackle is pastor, tfadr coUecti<ms in part, 51. 
From the Reformed Dutch church at Mont^ 
gomery, of which the Rev. Robert P. Lee is 
pastor, their collection in part, 50, From the 
Reformed Dutch at Bloomingsburgh, Sullivan 
county, of whieh the Rev. Samuel Van Vcch- 
ten is pastor, 15 50, From the congregational 
church at Mount Hope, Orange county, at pre- 
sent supplied by the Rev. Mr. Swezey, their 
collection in part, II. From the infant pres- 
byterian church at Cold Springs, collected there 
at a meeting of the presbytery of north river, 
29 62i- From the Reformed Dutch church at 
Hopewell, of which the Rev. Charles White- 
head is pastor, SO. From the Reformed Dutch 
church at New-Hackensack, of which the Rev. 
Morris Dwigfat is pastor, 37 25. From the 
presbyterian chureh at Pleasant Valley, of 
which the Rev. B. F. Wile is pastor, in part of 
their collection, 17. 
HFirst Dutch Ch. in Albany, viz: 
Hon. S. Van RenseUaer, JSlOO 00 

Miss Comelia—,aS.S. teacher, 10 00 

Miss Euphenua W , do. 10 00 

Mr. CortUmdt, do. 25 OO 

Mr. Robert Dunlop, which con- 
stitutes him a hf^ member, 50 00 
Other members of that Church, 30 00 



ySecond Dutdi Ch. in Albany, 

viz: 

Mrs. Chas. D. Cooper, glO 00 

Coloured people iii thdr S. S. 2 43 
Other members, 72 95 

ilFint Presb. Ch. in Albany, viz: 

Ananias Piatt, in addition to 

^20 paid bdfore; which con- 



225 00 



stitutes him a life member, jgio 00 

From Ladies of the cangr^ja* 
tion, to constitute their Pas- 
tor, the Rev. John N. Camp- 
bell, a life member, 32 50 

Other persons, 56 63 

99 18 

II Fourth Pres. Ch. in Albany, 

viz : From the Ladies, to con- 
stitute their Pastor, the Rev. 
Edw. N. Kirk, a life member;, JSM 00 
From other persons, 37 26 

67 26 

IIFrom the Seeond Pres. Church, in Al- 

lnoy» £[81 37, of which g30 were 
enolosed in a note, couched in the 
following words : << A female prayer 
meeting of the Second Pres. Ch. of 
Albany, ftom love to the memory 
of their late Pastor, the Rev. John 
Chester, D. D. dec*d. hereby enclose 
thirty dollars to the agent of A. S. S. 
Union, that his wawn *^ may be enroll- 
ed on the list of life members, with 
a star, fhnn their having entered, as 
we trust, into everlasting life." gSl 37| 

|From the members of die Baptist Cib 
in Albany, of which JS30 are to con- 
stitute their Pastor, the Rev. Bar- 
tholomew T. Welch, a life member, 31 684 

iJRefotmed Dutch Ch. of Schenectady, 
of which S30 are from Laibes of that 
Ch. to constitute their Pastor, the 
Rev. Jacob Van Vechten, a liib men- 
ber, 63 09{ 

|From Students of Union College, 53 12| 

IIFirst Presb. Ch. of Troy, of which 
£^30 are to constitute ib/ar Pastor, 
the Rev. Nathan S. S. Beman, D. D. 
a life member ; also, £[30 to consti- 
tute the Rev. Leonard B. Van Dyck, 
a fifb member, stated supply in the 
absence of the Pastor, 120 37| 

IIBaptist Chnrch, do. 15 00 

HSeeond Pres. Chureh, do. 50 884 

URefbrraed Dutch Ch. in Coxsackie, N. 

Y. Rev. Jeremiah Searle, Pastor, 12 62} 

IIRev. Cornelius Van Cleef, of Athens, 

N. y. for himself and wife, 3 00 

URefbtmed Dutch Churches of Leeds 
and Catskill, of whieh £[30 are to 
constitute their Pastor, the Rev. 
Isaac N. Wyckoff, a life member, 42 45 

URefbrmed Dutch Ch. in Rhinebeck, 
Rev. James B. Hardenburg, Pastor, 12 874 

gReformed Dutch Ch. of Upper 
Red Hook, viz : 

Robert Gosman, 30 00 

Other members, 23 124 

53 124 

Of which S30 MC to constitute 
their Pastor, the Rev. An- 
drew N. Kittle, a life member. 

[At a meeting of the Ulstsr county 8. 
S. Union, in the Reformed Dutch 
Church, of which the Rev. John 
Gosmaa is Pastor, £[30 of which are 
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to constitate the Paftor a life mem- 
ber, 36 381 

Mount Hope CongiegatiMia] Cb. ba- 
knee, 3 00 

Keformed Dateh Ch. at Montgomery, 
gso paid before,«f wbieh £;30 are io 
cooslitate tbeir Pastor, the Rev. Ro- 
bert P. Lee a life member, 41 00 

JPresb. Cb. at Pleasant VaUcy, «17 
paid before^ 6 00 

V. MIBSIOHABT ¥UKD. 

Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 

thefolhwing Soddy JSuonKary. 

Smyrna, Mason County, Ky. S. S. 3 00 

DONATIOirS. 

From Philadelphia city S. S. Coneert of 

Pmyer, for September, 13 13 

Prom Second Presb. Ch. S. S. No. 3, 3 07 

From Philadelphia dty S. S. Concert of 

Prayer, for October, 12 75 

From Philadelphia Western S. S. Con- 
cert of Prayer, for August, Septem- 
ber and October, 6 37 

From Fiinceton, N. J. S. S. Concert of 

Pnyer, per Mr. Dunkp, 13 73 

VI. DOlTATIOirB TO THE VAILET OP THE 

MISSISSIPPI min>. 
John Farr, of Philadelphia, £50 00 

fFriends of the cause in Pittsfield, 48 50 

tOther friends, 2 » 

Dayid Bernard, Chataque county, N. Y. 2 00 
Young Men's Bible Society, of New 
York city, 2000 Testaments, yalued 
ftt, 300 00 

Slizabeth Ferguson, ^ 

Collection in Second Presb. Ch. of , 
Tioy, N. York, Rev. Mark Tucker, 
Pastor, at the S. S. Concert, Septem- 
ber 13th, per Chas. Lyman, trees. 50 00 
Young Men's Bible Society of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 300 Testaments, rained at, 45 00 
tCollection in Lansingburg, N. Y. 19 34 

t do. in Wateiford, N. Y. 13 00 

Reoe&yed in an anonymous letter, 5 00 

$E. R. C. Geneva, N. Y. 1 00 

$A friend, do. 3 00 

Belchertown, Hampslure county, Mass. 

per S. Judd, 71 00 

Stephen S. L'Hommideau, of Cindn- 
nati, Ohio, 100 Catharine Brown, 
valued at, 12 50 

From M(mth]y Coneert at Abington, 

Pa. and from friends, 10 30 

Elizabeth Walton, 1 00 

Rev. J. W. Alexander, in part of his 

subscription in May last, 20 00 

S. M'Shane, amount of her subscrip- 
tion in May last, 5 00 
OMrs. Elizabeth Hillhouse, of Bethle- 
hon county, per hands of David 
Buel,Jr. Esq. which constitutes her 
a life member, 50 00 
% AfatMcAiaettf.— Hadley, fourteen dolls. 
ftfry<^ght cts; Ware Factory Vilfaige, 62 dolls; 
46 ets; Northampton, 899 6t cts; Church in 



Whately, 7; Church in JIadley, 35; Ladies of 
Hadtey, 36 90 cts; Amhent West Parish, 61; 
Enfield, 100; Northampton, 26 3-100 cu; South 
Hadley Ch. 100; Woodbridge School of South 
Hadley, 3t; Williamsburg, 17; Easthampton, 
66; East Parish of Granby, 42; Second Society 
of South Hadley, 35; Sabbath School of South 
Hadley, 10 65 cU; South Parish of Amherst, 4 
66 cts; Westdo. do. 21 SO cts; North do. do.22 
56 cts; East do. do. 42 80; East Parish of Ware, 
6 92 cts; West do. do. 32 82 cts; West do. of 
Granby 63 83 cts; Southampton, 96 87 cts. 

*Louuvillef Keru—JsLeoh Reinhard, glS; T. 
Hill, 15; John P. Harrison, 15; Daniel Wurts, 
15; John P. Oldham, 12 50 cU; Eliza Cassady, 
15; Wm. S. Vemtm, 15; O. Jemune, 15; Mar- 
tha C. Beeman, 4; Jas. Y. Love, 10; Wm. F. 
Petit, 5; Washington Nod, 5; John U. Saun- 
ders, 5; Jos. Day, 5; Patrick M*Farline, 5; 
Thos. H. Taybr, 5; John R. Henry, 5; L. 
Powell, 5; Hugh Ferguson, 5; Ann BuUett, 2 
50 cU; H. Powers, 5; Jas. S. Prather, 3 50 cts; 
S. S. Goodwin, 3 50 cts; B. F. Todd, 3 50 ets; 
John Martin, 3 50 cts; Nancy O. Bieme, 5; 
Julia Bayliss, 3 50 cts; Mrs. Bridges, 5; Geo. 
Keats, 5; Rosanna M^Farlin, 3 50 cts; Hen- 
rietta Wilson, 3; M. A. M^Nutt, 3; A. M. Povall, 
3; Andrew Wehr, 3 50 cts; £. H. Lewis, 3; Jo- 
shua Grant, 4; D. S. Chambers, 5; John Nel- 
son, 5; A. Bayliss, 5; J. Stewart, 3 50 cts; J. 
Danforth, 5; M. A. Averill, 15; Ch. Quirey, 1; 
Wm. Mix, 5; J. S. Nichols, 5; D. R. Harding, 
1; L. Melven, l; F. Melven, 1; Sarah Irwin, l; 
U. F. Albertson, 1; W. Garvin, 15; S. Russell^ 
3 50 cts; James A. Taylor, 5. 

•Lexington, JCpn.— T. T. Skilhnan, £35; Jas. 
BIythe, D. D. 35; D. A. Sayre, 35; Jos. Bruen, 
35; L. Stephens, 25; Wm. A. Leavy, 20; Rev. J. 
C. Young, 20; John Tilford, 15; M. T. Scott, 
30; Wm. Richardson, 12 50 cts; James Logne, 
10; Wm. T. Smith, 10; N. Porter, 10; John 
Anketell, 10; E. Lane, 10; F.MontmoIlin, and 
wife, 10; A. Woods, D. D. 5; E. H. Drake, 5; 

A. T. SkiUman, 5; L M. Hewett, 5; O. S. Hink- 
ley, 5; S. Swift, 5; Mrs. Patrick, 5; Wm. P. 
Holoway, 5; Wm. H. Rainey, 5; Hez. H. Ea- 
ton, 5; Rev. B. O. Pears, 7 50 cts; L S. Free- 
man, 2 50 cts; Thos. Dolin, 2 50 ets; Jas. C. 
Butler, 2 50 cts; James Brown, 2 50 cts; John 
P. Eblin, 2 50 cts; S. B. Crowell, 3 50 cts; Wm. 
Anderson, 3 50 cts;Z. Williams, 3 50sts; Eliz. 
Grant, 3 50 ct«; E. C. Hickman, 3 50 cts; Jno. 

B. Agnew, 3 50; Mrs. S. Norton, 3 50 cts; A. 
Walker, 3 50 cts; L W. M'Knit, 3; L B. Til- 
ford, 1; John E. Nelson, 1; W. D. Skillman, 
50 cts; John Perkins, JB35; J. Woodruff, 3 50 
cts; A. Logan, 10; Edw. Oldham, 3 50 cts; 
Mrs. E. Murdock, 7 50 cts; S. Theobold, jg3; 
Asa Hurrow, jr. jgl; Julius Clark, SSU Joseph 
Fowler, 13 50 cts; H. M. Winslow, JS3. 

ff Sftaron, Confb— John C. Smith, JSIO; D. 
Gould, 5; B. H. Gould, 5; R. H. Close, 10; H. 
Goodwin, 1; S. Beecher, 1; Wm. M. Smith, 10; 
S. Rockwell, 3; A. Pratt, 3; Henry Reed, 1; 
Paul Smith, 3; Chas. Elliot, 3; Calvin Gay, 1; 

C. Sevan, 3; Jacob Chamberlain, 3; Daniel 
Lowry, 3; Aaron Reed, 2; Geo. King, jr. 1; 
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November* 



S. Hoith, 2; Harry Coulet, 1; Richard Smith, 
1( Jay 8. Canflefd, 1; H. K. Hunt, 3; Chtf. 
Smm, 1; iMMe Lyman, 1; Benj. Seara, 1; 
Aaron Boland, 1; H. Goodwin, 2; C. Koyea, 1; 
Caah,25etf. 

SaUiburfff Cmnw— J. Pettee, £2; John Whit^ 
tietey, 2; A. Chapm, 2; Fred. A. Sterling, 5; 
ElMha Lee, 3; N. C. Batef , 1; E. H. Jocelyn 
and fionily) 4 75 da; Myron Hutehinaon, 1; J. 

C. Cofltncr, 5; 8. Wheeler, 25 eti; Timothy 
Chittenden, 5; Caah, 1 25 eta; Edw. t. Gay, 
2; Caah, 75 eti; L. Chittenden, 1; L. Chapin, 1; 
Mia. Hnmphreyi, 1; Mn. Fiah, 1 ; Mrs. Chit- 
tenden, 1; Kliaha Sterling, 5. 

Korfolkf Cann^Joseph Battell, 010; Ann 
Curtis, l 5o eti; Moaet Corolet, 1; Sally Akins, 
M eti; Aaron Case, 3; Bei\j. Bigelow, 1; Noah 
Miner, 05; Samuel Cone, 2; John Dewell, 
2; D. Phelps, 1; Folly Swift, 25 cU; M. Root, 
1; D. Smith, 25 eto; N. Holt, 50 cti; Warren 
Cone, 5; J. Holt, 5; Alden Miner, 1; Bdmnnd 
Aldn, 1; E. Holt, 5; N. Batler,45 cts; J. Sage, 
50 cts; J. Maltby, 1; E. G. Lanrence, 2; B. 
Welch, 1; M. F. MiOa, 1; S. Cowles, 1; Thos. 
Moaes, 1; Amos Pettibone, 2; E. Loomb, 31 
cts; E. B. Butler, 5; J. H. Pettibone, 2; A. 
Dutton, 1; R. H. Dennison, 2; J. I>owd, 50 cts. 

D. Norton, 50 cts; J. Jones, 1; L. Gaylord, 1: J. 
Humphrey, l; Benj. Welch, jr. 1; T. C. Gay- 
lord, 73 cts; Wm. Lawrence, 5; Lucy Curtis, 
1; Sarah Curtb, I2i cts; Reuben Gaylord, 1; 
H. Caae, 12| cts; Thomaa Curtis, 1; Augustus 
Hidps, 1; Philo. Smith, 1; Mrs. P. Norton, 50 
cti; L. Akin's children, 10 cts. 

QetheiifConrwA Norton, £^1; Theron Beach, 
2; Polly Norton, 50 cts; John Beach)* 50 cts; 
Cash, 25 cts; Cash, 87 cts; Caah, 1; Widow's 
Mite, 6 cto; Cash, 50 cts. 

LUet^fieldy Cann^Fred. Woleott, iS^; Phl- 
neas udmer, 3; E. H. Collins, 5; E. Reeve, 2; 
J. R. Lang^on, 1; T. Smith, 3; J. C. Wads- 
worth, 1; Caah, 1; J. Wurship, 1; Mary Lord, 
1; a Friend, 30; a Friend, 20; a Friend, 1; 
Thoa. Troubridge, 2; Chauncey Peck, 1; B. 
Annst, 1; J. Garret, 1; Dr. N. Langdon, I; 
Fled. Deming, 5; B. Talmage, 20; Dr, Wm. 
Buel, 2; Cash, 1 50. 

Plymouth^ Conn^^J» Langdon, 05; O., 
Ston^ton, 3; S. Parker, 5; N. Cook, 1; Milo 
Bhikely, 1; A. Warner, 2; Wm. M'Kee, 2; J. 
B. Hill, 1; O. Stougfaton, 1; Amasa Bronson, 4; 
Titus Darrow, 1; Heran Pierce, 1; Eli Terry, 
100; E. BkUcesly, 2; Miles Smith, 2; Erastus 
Smith, 1; Henry Terrj-, 10; F. Kellog, 1; War^ 
ren Goodwin, 2; H. Harrington, 1; Eli Terry, 
jr. 25; Jesse Twiner, 2; Tertius D. Potter, 2; 
Polly Piatt, 1; Ann Bronson, 2; Wm. P. Jud- 
son, 2; Andrew Stoughton, 2; 8. Doolittle, 1; 
M. A. Cook, 50 cts; N. Beach, 1; W. Plumb, 
1; Jonah Warner, 1; Rev. L. Hart and wife, 5; 
R. C. Cone, 1; Silas B. Terry, 5; Wm. Buel, 
25 eta; D. Dunbar, 1. 

ft Female Friend, Jamaica, L. L 20. 

KTcvrarAr.— Letitia Lockwood, 5; Abner L. 
Ely, 5; Dr. L. Hallock, 10; Daniel Hubble, 1; 



A S. 8. Teacher, 3; IMr. John Oriaeom, 5; L. 
Grumwell, 3; Wm. Williams, 8i 8. Halsted, 1; 
W. A. TomlinBon, Avat payment^ 50; J. A. 
Morton, jr. 25; Mrs. Tomlinson, do. 12 50 cts. 
Jeremiah Wilbur, 5; T. Maaten, 10; D. M<Arw 
thur, 25; Alfted Edwarda, 10; Henry James, 20. 

ttNen^rork^-^lam, Hoyt, 10; F. T. Peet, 10; 
J. O. Tappan, 5; Cash, 25 50 cts. W. H. Backet, 
3; L. A. Daggett, 5; E. Hotchkiss, 2; H. Oaka, 
5; Mrs. C. Atwater, 5; Bakewell, 1; Miaa C. 
Atwater,l; Wm. Atwater, 1; J. Eldiidge, l; 
J. Peck, 2; H. White, 1; Mrs. £. M<Kcige, 3; 
Wm. ThcmipBon, 2; D. Breed, 5; E. S. Hub- 
bard, 1; S. E. & H. E. Dwigfat, 5; E. A. An- 
drews, 5; Elibu Atwater, 10; Monthly Concert 
collections, 10 22 cts; E. Smith, 1 50 cts; W. 
T. Truman, 1; E. B. Sacket, gB; B. J. Hut- 
chison, 5; Daniel Oakley, 5; A. H. Marvin^ 
5; Alfred Edwards, 10 ; Wm. Seymour, 2; L. 
Sherbun, jr. 1; Apollos Stiles, 1; Israel Crane, 
10; Rev. A. Pierson, 5; John Munn, 1; Ebene- 
zer Piatt, jr. to constitute the Rev. Isaac Watts 
Piatt, Athens, Pa. a life member, 30. 

Cincinnati^ Ohio.'-Dr, Kdloogfa, 3; Cash, 1; 

D. Young, 5; J. M'Intyre, 20; D. E. Wade, 10; 
N. Warren, 1; Mrs. Williams, 1; Mrs. Fergu- 
son, 1; R. Fosdick, 5; D.Dunn, 10; G.Taylor,10j 
j: Kilgour, 10; T. Newell, 3; A.Hayden,5; T. 
Bell, 5; J. Laurence, 10; J. B. Brooke, 5; L. 
Whiteman,5; P. Benson, 10; C. Wayne, 5; J. 
L. Wayne, 5; D. Corwin,0; J. A. Simpson, 5; 
C. Bradbury, 5; C. Foster, 5; J. M'CandWas, 10; 
J. T. Martin, 10; Jacob Burnet, 20; Caah, 5; J. 
Forbes, 2; H. Hayes,]; a Friend, 5o cts; Ca- 
tharine Hunt, 10; C. Aydelotte, 1; D. K. Eate, 
25; E. M*Knight, 1; Eliza P. Bayley, 5; M. 
Reeder, 1; N. Bird, 5; Hannah Stephens, 5; G. 
W. Neff, 30; H. Starr, 10; V. Royse, 5; Cash, 
10; N. Wright, 20; S. F. Hunt, 3; Cash, 50; J. 
W. Twichell, first year, 15; John Salmon, 40; 
Augustus Moore, 25; T. L. Payne, in part, 5^ 
J. F. Keys, first year, 5; Geo. M'CuUoch, first 
year, 5; New Carlisle, Ohio colleetiaa, at S. S. 
Teachers Monthly Concert of prayer, per Jo- 
aeph Porter, 2 25 cts. 

** New-Haven, Conn^ A, N. Skinner, 5; Mia- 
ry Lines, 2; C. C. Darling, 2 50 cts; sundry 
individuals at public meeting, 52 30 cts; D. S. 
Gkulding, l; A. Townsend, jr. 10; C. J. Burr, 1; 
8. P. Jenkins, 5; Mrs. A. Mills, 4; Leo Bradley, 
6; P. Bkke, 2; S. P. Davis, 1; F. A. Fisher, 1; 
J. W. Gibbs, L. Echenberry, 2; E. Stephens, 2; 

E. Sandford, 15; W. J. Forbes, 10; R. Hotch- 
kiss, 5. 



t Per Rev. Wm. H. Williams, agent. 

% Per Rev. Robert Baird, Gen. agent. 

§ Per Rev. B. F. Pratt, agent. 

jl Per Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely, VoL agent. 

f Per Rev. B. F. Campfield, agent. 

* Per Rev. Jaa.E. Weleb, agent. 

tt Per Rev. H. G. Ludlow, Vol. agent. 

Xt Per B. J. Seward, agent. 

** Rev. Dr. Skinner, Vol. agent. 
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SCmPTURE PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION, 

Ye are not your own.— 1 Cor, vi. 19. 



A Christian, as soon as he becomes 
tMie in spirit and in truth, feels sdmost 
overwhelmed with the consciousness 
of powers and possessions which he 
has embezzled and misapplied, and 
knows not how to make restitution. 
It takes him half a life, perhaps as 
nHich as remains of it, to find out what 
to do with his health, and his talents, 
and his money, and his name, hitherto 
so quietly appropriated to himself; 
and between the force of habit, and 
the demands of long-indulged selfish- 
ness, closes it amid painful recollec- 
tions of claims unanswered, and the 
service of God neglected. 

Is it not dearable, that as a first prin- 
ciple of education, our children should 
be taught, tliat self-pleasing and self- 
serving ai*e not to be the main springs 
of action, or its ends? If this maxim 
were established at the beginning of 
life, would it not render the Christian 
course more fruitful and more easy to 
the end? I am persuaded that it 
would^ and I submit it to the consi- 
deration of parents and teachers, ob- 
sei-ving how very much the contrary 
of this principle of responsibility is 
generally inculcated and encouraged. 

What is a child's occupation in the 
nursery? To feed himself, to dress 
himself and to amuse himself. And in 
the school-room ? To improve his own 
mind, accommodate his (mm body, and 
recreate his own spirits. And how is 
the remainder of existence commonly 
occupied? In taking care of his health, 
in taking care of his property, in taking 
cai-e of his happiness. If children, 
iiom the first development of under- 

Vol. VU.— 45 



I standing, were taught to consider that 
every thing they have was given them 
for a purpose; that every thing they 
do should have an end; that God's 
will is the original dispenser, and God's 
will the ultimate end, of all they have 
or are; though infancy must pass, as it 
does now, m playing, sleeping, and 
feeding, and youth in study and active 
recreation, I think, when arrived at 
manhood, a very different harvest 
would be the result of so different a 
culture. 

I cannot say at what age the fulfill- ; 
ing of the will of God, instead of pleas- 
ing ourselves, could become an active 
principle in the bosom of a child; per- 
haps not veiy early; but principles 
may be advantageously imbibed be- 
fore they are understood, and long 
before they can be brought into ac- 
tion. An infant has properly no active 
duties to perform ; all God's purposes 
are fulfilled in him, by performing the 
functions of animal fife. But in pro- 
portion as his responsibility grows, we 
should endeavour to make him sensi- 
ble of that responsibility, for the doing 
of what is required, as well as the 
avoiding of what is forbidden. 

Time, for instance, is one of the first * 
possessions of which children become 
conscious; and long before they can be 
called upon to use it for the service of 
God, or the benefit of those around 
them; they might be accustomed to 
consider, that, when capable, they will 
be responsible to employ it for other 
purposes than mere selfish gratifica- 
tion. As knowledge is communicated 
to them, as fresh accomplishments are 
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acquired, as new powers are develop, 
ed, they should be cai-efuUy taught to 
what purpose all that they are now 
receiving is ultimately to be applied; 
that though their only duty now is to 
acquire these things, they are not 
acquh'ed for themselves, nor to be 
used for themselves exclusively. 
' We teach our children to study, that 
they may be wise; to work, that they 
may be rich; and we forget to tell 
them that the end of wisdom is not to 
be wise, and the end of riches is not to 
be rich; and that when they have ac- 
quired these advantages, or any tiling 
beside, they will not be their own, to 
vise or disuse according to their plea- 
sure, irrespective of the will of God 
and the benefit of mankind. 
/ We cannot too early understand, 
and yet I think we might at a very 
early age be made to understand, that 
much as God does in one sense bestow 
upon his creatures, he never did, in 
the strict sense of giving^ give any 
thing to any one; so as to convey 
away from himself the right he has in 
it. But this is a ledson seldom taught 
us in our youth; and many of us never 
learn it. We grow up in the persua- 
sion, that when of proper age, our 
time will be our own, and our talents 
our own, and our property our own, 
— and when the period comes, we 
take entire possession; and so long as 
we commit no outrage with them, 
against the direct commands of God, or 
the welfare of society, hold ourselves 
acquitted of all fiirther responsibility. 

If any parent, any teacher, looking 
back upon his past years, regrets to see 
how much they have been occupied in 
self-pleasing and self-serving, let them 
endeavour to instill into the children 
committed to them, an early and habi- 
tual feeling that they are not their 
own, that tl^ey must neitlier live to 
themselves, nor die to themselves; be 
wise for themselves, nor rich for them- 
selves; be idle for themselves, nor in- 
dustrious for themselves. It is a prin- 
ciple which will abridge no legitimate 
gratification; it will invade no legiti- 
mate interest. 

The purpose of God in all that he 
has given, is the good of his creatures, 
spiritual and temporal. By an habi- 
tual reference to his will and purpose 
in the use of all we possess, it is the 



wasting and perversion of his gifts we 
shall find ourselves obliged to relin- 
quish, not the enjoyment of them. 

ANSWERS TO dUEBIES. 

(1.) la not the small portion of aticeesa 
in some Sunday-sckools, to be cUtri- 
huted to the wwnt of prayer among 
teac/iers ? 

It is a self-evident truth, that in 
many instances the success of Sab- 
batli-schools, has not been proportion- 
ed to the vigorous and well-adapted 
measures which have been concerted 
and prosecuted. To what may this 
lamentable failure be scripturally attri- 
buted, but to a deficiency on the part 
of the teachers in importuning, and 
relying upon the divine promise, **I 
will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thine offspring.** 
Surely it must be obvious to all Sun- 
day-school teachers who have just 
ideas of the magnitude of their office, 
that prayer, both private and social, is 
among the most efficient means of in- 
citing them to persevering exertions, 
and of procuring successful results to 
their pious labours. Unquestionably 
it is our duty, and we should consider 
it equally our privilege and pleasure, 
habitually to frequent these delightful 
meetings, in which numerous souls 
mingle their sacrifices of prayer and 
praise. Trifles, however, are too fre- 
quently suffered to inten-upt us in the 
performance of this, as well as other 
duties, but we ought to forego any 
simple and transient pleasure, for the 
more noble employment of supplicat- 
ing the throne of g^ce on behalf of 
the children we undertake to instruct 
in the knowledge and fear of the 
Lord. As, however, facts are more 
powerful than mere admonitions, I beg 
to recite the following concise anec- 
dote. 

A short time since there was a small 
Sunday-school in the western part of 

S -, that gradually sunk into a 

state of inaction and decay. Its num- 
bers, both as it regards children and 
teachers, diminished, and there was a 
disposition on the part of the remain- 
ing teachers to abandon the'institution. 
The providence of God, at this crisis, 
introduced another labourer. A teach- 
ers* prayer meeting was immediately 
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established, and from that time tlie 
school revived, and arose to con)para- 
tive importance, and is now flourishing^ 
under the propitious smile of divine 
approbation. Let no teacher conceive 
tliat he has fully discharged his duty, 
when he has prayed for the endeared 
objects of Ins solicitude, in private. 
The omniscient eye of God may see 
him there, but in the secrecy of the 
closet an impenetrable veil hides him 
from his fellow-teachers. He is also 
required statedly to present himself at 
the social meeting, tljere to prove liis 
sincerity, devotion, and zeal, by 
uniting in prayer with his associates 
before the throne, of heavenly grace, 
that blessings, rich and abundant as 
the drops of morning dew, may de- 
scend on the seed of the word as 
sown in the hearts of Sabbath-scho- 
lars. 

(2.) Ought not a periodical prayer 
meeting to form a part of the consti- 
tution of every Sunday-school aodety? 
And should not every teacher feel it 
an imperative duty to at ten a such 
meetings? 

One would think that, even at first 
sight, the practice of united prayer 
commended itself to all who have the 
welfare and prosperity of Sunday- 
schools at heart, and that to every per- 
son engaged in the work, its utility 
and expediency so evidently appear, 
that it would require no arguments to 
enforce its adoption where it has not 
been regarded. There is no doubt 
that the consideration of this moment- 
ous subject will be hailed with satis- 
faction by those who have made it a 
point of conscience to attend every 
meeting for prayer, but have not in 
such exercises received from all their 
friends, that co-operation which has 
been afforded in the labours of Sun- 
day-school teaching. 

The query seems to apply to two 
classes; first, to those who have the 
principal management of Sunday- 
schools, but who have not seen the 
expediency, or, at least, have not car- 
ried into effect, a practice so desir- 
able, and fraught with such beneficial 
consequences: and secondly, to those, 
who with tlie advantages of a periodi- 
cal prayer meeting attached to the 



school, have not yet felt it their duty, 
or considered it their privilege, to 
avail themselves of such an opportu- 
nity. 

With all the conductors of Suncjay- 
school establishments, whose real aim 
is to promote, as instruments, tlie spi- 
ritual welfare of the rising race, argu- 
ment surely would be unnecessary to 
convince them of the desirableness of 
a periodical convention, for the espe- 
cial purpose of soliciting that blessing 
to attend their labours, without which 
they will be ineffectual. The princi- 
ple itself 2<s acknowledged by, perhaps 
1 may say, every school in opening 
and concluding their services, by 
prayer and praise; and the additional 
association of all at a stated period, in 
such a holy engae^eroent, most assur- 
edly would tend nuich to produce that 
cordial co-operation, and unity of 
spirit, which must, of necessity) en- 
hance the prosperity and usefulness of 
any institution. While we have the 
promises of the gospel, that the spirit 
shall be given in answer to prayer, let 
us always avail ourselves of a privilege 
so high in its nature, and which in- 
volves in its consequences such large 
results. 

If periodical prayer meetings of 
Sunday-school teachers be good, then 
tliose who are always absent there- 
from, not only set an example highly 
derogatory to their character, but de- 
prive themselves of a privilege, which 
should be appreciated as of the very 
highest value, as instrumental in the 
attainment of the greatest blessings. 

Can we cease to think lightly of 
those individuals who reject the means 
which God has placed within their 
reach, and invited them to use? 

Were we more conscientiously to 
regard the apostolical injunction, we 
should not forget the assembling of 
ourselves together, especially with 
such an object in view. By complying 
with this scriptural requirement we 
might reasonably expect, not only 
greater harmony and unanimity in 
conducting the work itself, but greater 
and more extensive blessings attend- 
ing our labours. 

Wishing tliat the time may come 
when no Sunday-school teachera shall 
be found, whose practice will lead us 
to suppose that they pour contempt 
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upon such A union, and when a perio- 
dical prayer meeting shall be estab- 
lished in connexion with every Sab- 
bath-school, and when all its teachers 
shall see it their bounden duty, as well 
as their joyful privilege, to attend, 
then they may expect to realize tbe 
most enlarged success. 



OBITUAIIT OF HENRT MSTC1.LP, 1. 
SDN1)AT-SCH0LA.K. 

Henry Metcalf, the subject of this 
narrative, was the only son of his pa- 
rents, who moved in the humble 
ranks of life. The first indications of 
a serious and inquiring mind appeared 
soon after his admission into ih&Infant- 
9chool, in Kent street, Southwark, 
(Eng.) This school was under the 
care of a pious master, who would 
frequently speak to the children on 
the history of scripture characters, 
and endeavour to blend interest with 
instruction, in a manner suitable to 
their infant capacities. These interest- 
ing accounts seemed greatly to excite 
the attention of the child, who would, 
on his return from school, inquire for 
further information respecting them. 

On the removal of his parents, he 
obtained admission in Dockhead Sun- 
day-school, where he seemed to mani- 
fest the deepest attention to the in- 
struction of his teacher, as one who 
hungered and thirsted after the words 
of life, and would give excellent an- 
swer to many questions which were 
put to him. He was remarkably fond 
of reading the Scriptures, and of in- 
quiring of his parents the meaning of 
what he did not understand, and was 
often seen to be in deep study and 
thought. It was his constant practice 
to bring home to his parents what he 
had heard at the Sunday-school, and 
make his observations in such a pleas- 
ing and interesting manner, as fully 
proved that he had not heard in vain. 
He had a conscientious regard to 
speaking the truth: as a striking proof 
of which, his father, on one occasion, 
remembers sending him with a mes- 
sage to an individual, in which he told 
him to state such things, which, at the 
time, suited his convenience. The 
child on hearing the message imme- 
diately blushed, and with an earnest 



look at his father, exclaimed, "But 
that would be telling a story, and you 
know, father, I must not telJ a stoiy.*' 
Such a discrimination between truth 
and falsehood, from a child only eight 
years and four months old, made a 
strong impression on th© mind of the 
father. He was remarkably dutiful 
and affectionate to his parents, and if 
at any time he thought he had fallen 
into the slightest en'or, he would give 
vent to excessive g^ef until his pa- 
rents' forgiveness had been obtained. 

He was in the constant habit of 
praying to Grod morning and evening, 
and on one occasion when his little 
sister was laid upon a bed of aiRiction, 
and dangerously ill, such was the 
anxiety that he felt for her on account 
of her inability to pray, that he went 
by her bedside, and clasping his little 
hands in the attitude of prayer, poured 
out his soul to God on her behalf. He 
was remarkably fond of conversing on 
religious subjects. When speaking of 
the characters of God, the love of 
Christ, the glories of heaven, the cha- 
racters of holy men recorded in the 
Scriptures, and other divine subjects, 
his manner was so pleasing, solemn, 
and interesting, that it would some- 
times leave a secret impression on the 
mind of his parents, tliat he would not 
live long, but that he was fast ripen- 
ing for glory. Such was the charac- 
ter of this child when in the possession 
of health and strength. 

About six weeks before he died, he 
was attacked with the scarlet fever, 
from which, however, he so far reco- 
vered, as to leave not the slightest 
symptoms of danger. The disorder 
turned to the dropsy, and thus all the 
fond hopes of his parents were frus- 
trated. His teacher, who had visited 
him during his illness, was now anxious 
to know the state of his mind. On 
his being asked, whether he could 
save himself, he answered, he had too 
often sinned agiunst God, and deserved 
his anger; that he had reason to cry 
with the publican, God be merciful to 
me a sinner, at the same time observ- 
ing, that those who thought they 
could be saved by their own works, 
were indeed foolish. These words 
were spoken in the presence of a 
stranger, who was in the house, who 
expressed her astonishment at the 
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knowledg^e of the child, and confessed 
her ignorance of these solemn truths. 
His teacher, who was with him on the 
day he died, M'ishing to spend a few 
moments in prayer, asked him, prior 
to that exercise, what he should pray 
for, when he gave the following strik- 
ing answer: You pray for my father 
and mother; 1*11 pray for myself; — as if 
he well knew the importance of per- 
sonal religion, in praying for himself, 
at the same time manifesting his ardent 
desires for the spiritual welfare of his 
parents. He seemed to be grieved 
whenever he saw his parents fret for 
him, and would say to them — Don't 
cry; you have always been very good 
to me, and I am not afraid to die. 
During the whole of the afternoon 
of the day on which he died, such 
was the happy frame of his mind, 
that he was singing his favourite 
hymns with great cheerfulness. His 
mother, fearing that he would exhaust 
himself too much, requested him to 
leave oft* singing, when he said to her. 
Mother, I must sing — and continued 
to sing till his little strength was 
completely exhausted. 



BRIEF 1.CC0U17T OF IIISBF.CCA BOWDEX, 
A SUNDAY SCHOLAR. 

Rebecca Bowden entered Bond- 
street Sunday-school, Lambeth, ( Kng.) 
in 1822. As a scholar, she was atten- 
tive and obedient. Her teaclier re- 
membere only once to have had occa- 
sion to be displeased with her, when 
she readily confessed her fault, and 
asked forgiveness. 

The last few months of her attend- 
ance at school, she was not so regular 
as before, owing to an ill state of 
health, and the distance of her resi- 
dence from the school; but she mani- 
fested grater seriousness. On one 
occasion, when some necessary inter- 
ruption took place in the class, she 
appeared disappointed, and said, 
*• What a pity it is that we cannot go 
on with this interesting chapter!" 
She acknowledged -that she had often 
been impressed under the insti*uctions 
she had received at school, but that 
too commonly they were only like 
the morning cloud and tlie early dew. 

The effect of the religious instruc- 



tion which she had received, both at 
home and at school, was more particu- 
larly seen during an illness with which 
she was seized in the summer of 1828, 
than it had been before. In the early 
part of her last illness, which hap- 
pened in the beginning of 1829, she 
said tfut little in reply to the questions 
that were put to her, but appeared to 
be deeply impressed with a sense of 
her condition as a lost sinner, and 
fully convinced that salvation could be 
obtained only through Jesus Christ. 
Her earnest and constant prayer was, 
that she might experience the new 
birth, and that the heart of stone 
might be taken away, and a heart of 
flesh given to her. She mourned be- 
cause she coukl not bring her mind to 
be constantly praying to €»od, and 
thinking upon what Jesus Christ has 
done to save sinners. 

When her teacher went to see her, 
she read to Rebecca those passages dt 
Scripture which appeared suitable to 
her case, and offered up prayer to 
God on her behalf: these exercises 
Rebecca much enjoyed, and wished 
to have them renewed every day. At 
one visit, the teacher found her un- 
usually depressed, and on inquiring 
tlte cause, the child said her bodily 
weakness was so great that she cbukt 
not utter woi*ds in pi»ayer, and asked 
if her desires would be considered 
prayer. The nature of prayer was 
explained to her, and she was asked 
what was said of Hannah in the Scrip- 
tures; to which she replied, «*She 
spake in her heart, only her lips 
moved;" and added with considerable 
emotion, " 1 may hope the Lord will 
hear me." Though she never ap 
peared to realize her interest in 
Christ, yet the following passage af- 
forded her support and consoUtion: 
"He is able to save to the uttermost 
all that come unto God by him," and 
** Him that cometh unto me I will in 
no wise cast out." She was much en- 
couraged one daj'', after reading the 
8th chapter of Matthew, and tlie next 
time her teacher called, she said to 
her, ** I have^ been so happy in think 
ing on that chapter; I feel myself to 
be the leper, and know the Saviour 
can heal me as he did the poor man." 
She evinced a strong desire for the 
salvation of otjiers, and requested per- 
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miflsion to lend the tracts tnd booki 
the kad borrowed, to some persons, to 
whom she hoped they might be usefiU. 
She did not seem much to think that 
her illness would terminate in death, 
yet whenever the subject was named 
to her, she used to say she sliould not 
be afraid to die, did she but know that 
she was prepared; and added, "All I 
desre to know is that my sins are for- 
given, for this alone can make me 
Kappy." 

When her teacher visited her for 
the last time, which was four or five 
days before her death, the state of 
her mind was much as usual — humbly 
<lepending on the merits of the Sa- 
viour. On this occasion Rebecca said, 
** 1 have a great favour to ask of you:" 
when being assured it would be grant- 
ed, she put her hand on her Bible, 
(which was always by her side,) and 
said, *< I am now so weak that this is 
too heavy for me to hold up, but I 
think if I had a small Testament, I 
could hold that, and read it now and 
then." When the teacher was about 
to leave, she put out her hand, and 
■aid, «• Oh, teacher, how rejoiced you 
would be to find me, the next time 
you come, really happy." " Are you 
not happy ?" said the teacher. " Not 
quite," sne replied. "What would 
make you happy?" •' To know that 
all my sins are; foipven, and tliat my 
soul is fit for heaven." 

On the day before she died, her 
mother said, "My dear, you suffer 
great pain." "But," replied she, 
"what are my pains, compared with 
those which Christ endured upon the 
cross to save sinners!" She continu- 
ed to suffer great pain, until about 
two hours before her departure, when 
it pleased the Lord to afford her some 
relief. Sensible that her end was 
drawing near, she repeated the lines, 
« Gi-eat Qpd, I own thy sentence just, 

And nature must decay ; 
I yield ray body to the du«t, 

And dwell with fellow clay.'^ 

Afterwards she exclaimed, " Though 
I walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, I will fear no eviJ, for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff tliey comfort me." Seeing the 
family in tears, she said, ''How can 
you weep to see me so happy ?" She 
then repeated the verse. 



« Jem* can make a dyin|^ bed 
Feel aoCt as downy pillows are ; 

While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.** 

She frequently uttered tlie words, 
" Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly,*' 
and, " Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.** She earnestly exhorted those 
around her, to follow the example of 
Jesus Christ, as, if they did, they 
would meet her in heaven. She de- 
sired her raster to thank all tlie teach- 
en for their instructions, and for the 
books which they had lent her, and to 
request the superintendent to address 
the children from the 25th, 36th, and 
27th verses of the 19th chapter of 
Job. After this, she laid her he^ on 
the pillow, and uttering the words^ 
" Christ, I come,** witliout a sigh or a 
groan, she expired, on the 5th May, 
1829, aged fourteen years. 

Hebecca feit herself much indebted 
to the conversations, example, and 
prayers, of a pious sister. If you, my 
dear readers, are favoured with reli- 
gious friends, O be thankful for them, 
and pray to God to give you grace, 
that you may properly improve so 
g^'eat a privilege.--- Fow/Aa* (Lond,) 
Magazine, 



IVTXRESTIHe AITECDOTS. 

Tlie following instance of the power 
of the word of God, inserted in the 
monthly extracts of the B. & F. Bible 
Society, deserves especial notice. 

t( xt , in the parish of , in 

the Highlands of Perth8hii*e, a woman 
now considerably advanced in years, 
in the days of her youth lived in loose 
habits. She at length concluded that 
she had gone so far in iniquity, as to 
make it useless to think of amendment. 
She thus lived fur the last nineteen 
yeara, without entering a church, or 
hearing a sermon, or attending to any 
of the ordinary means of grace. She 
lived in the neighbourhood of the 
sclu)o], which she permitted one of 
her children, a girl between twelve 
and fourteen yeays of age, to attend. 
The girl made a practice of telling her 
mother what she heard the schoolmas- 
ter say in the schooL The mother 
listened, and seemed to think of these 
things. Kre long, the child was able 
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to read portions of the Bible to be^r 
mother, which seemed to impress her. 
She at length adopted the practice of 
making the child read the Bible to her 
statedly; which was followed by a visit 
to the Sabbath-school; the first time 
that, for nineteen years, she had at- 
tended such a place. She then be- 
came a regular attendant on the Sab« 
bath evening, when she was often seen 
deeply impressed. She frequently sits 
xip at' night, and causes the child to 
read to her large portions of Scripture; 
and is now in the habit of stopping the 
girl in the course of her reading, to 
explain to her the spiritual meaning 
of the passage. At first the child was 
the mother's instructer, and now the 
mother is become the instructer of the 
tluld." 



OH AN EARLT ATTSKDAHCB AT SUHDAT- 
8CHOOLS. 

The importance of regularity, sys- 
tern and punctuality in the diversified 
transactions of life, is unanimously al- 
lowed by all orders of mankind. How 
essentially important then must a rigid 
observance of them be, in those young 
persons who have engaged in the res- 
ponsible, but delightful task of Sun- 
day-school teaching. It is witli much 
pain and deep reg^t that I constantly 
observe how little attention is paid by 
many who have taken upon themselves 
the charge of a class, or perhaps more, 
in a Sunday-school, to what ought to 
be considered an imperative duty; I 
mean that of being in their proper 
places at the hoar the service of the 
school commences. In the first place, 
my dear fellow-labourers, by this in- 
dolent negligence we deprive our- 
selves of the benefit of joming with 
the other teachers, and our little 
charge, in imploring the blessing of 
him who has said, ** But for all these 
things I will be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do it for them,'' and 
without whose blessing even our most 
persevering and laborious exertions 
will be as water spilt on the bare 
ground. Some will urge, they al- 
ways supplicate the blessing of 
Almighty God before they leave 
home; and I should hope no Sabbath- 
school teacher would presume to enter 
his dafis without; l>ut can. we expect 



that Jehovah will lend a propitious ear 
to our supplications^ when we ai*e out 
of our proper place? and may not the 
words addressed by God to his servant 
of old, be applied to such. •* What 
dost thou here, Elijah?" Others I 
have again heard to expostulate, "we 
are there as soon as the children:** to 
them I would propose the following 
question. Are the children to be our 
example, or ought we to be a pattern 
to them? There are many other very 
weighty reasons that might be ad- 
duced, but the annexed is what par- 
ticularly strikes me at this time. 
Those of us who have engaged in this 
work of the Lord, should consider that 
we have hired ourselves to the Al- 
mighty, to be employed in that spot 
of his vineyard: and if we hope or ex- 
pect to receive our wages we must 
perform our part^ of tlie agreement, 
which in this case is, (unless there is 
some sufficient excuse or insurmount- 
able obstacle) to adhere strictly and 
exactly to tlie rules of that school in 
which we have engaged ourselves, 
just the same as a master rightfully 
requires his domestics to execute his 
ordera and attend to the regular hours 
of his family. 

Another consideration which might 
be used, in order to stimulate us to 
make the most of every minute, is the 
very short time that can be devoted 
on the Lord's day, to the instructing 
of the children. 1 think it seldom ex- 
ceeds an hour and half in the morning, 
and one hour in the afternoon; now if 
we are but' one quarter of an hour 
behind the appointed time in enterinc^ 
our class, we rob God and the cfaiU 
dren of one fifth of the time we 
pledged ourselves to give, when we 
undertook the responsible office of 
teacher. Let me ask what kind of a 
stewardship is this? What account of 
it shall we be able to render to the 
judge of all the earth? Let me, my 
dear fellow teachers, earnestly entreat 
you to remember that we shall have to 
give an account of the manner, and of 
the food with which we have fed these 
lambs of the flock, fof which the Sa- 
viour bled! Oh! should one soul be 
lost through our neglect, how gi^eat 
will be our condemnation. How shall 
we then lament that we loved our 
bed, or our ease more than precious 
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souls. Let us then consider our ways, 
ere the door for repentance is shut; 
before the night cometh, wherein no 
man can work*— CAfircA of England 
*' zine, 

A SVirAAT-SCHOO]; TEACHER. 



PLAN ADOPTED BT SOXK OF THE SCHOOLS 
IN FRANCE. 

The following" plan has been adopted 
as the means of acquiring greater in- 
fluence over the moral conduct of the 
children who attend schools in the 
south of France; and likewise the Sun- 
day-schools, which are establishing in 
connexion with the reformed church- 
es. Our greatest hopes arise from 
the blessing which our Saviour con- 
descends to bestow on the reading of 
his word. I have communicated to a 
respectable lady a project for correct- 
ing the faults of children, which I ap- 
prehend is better calculated for that 
end, than the former methods of pun- 
ishment. 

That lady resolved to make the ex- 
periment in a girl's school which she 
lias established in her native town, 
about fifteen miles from Bordeaux. 
The result has proved highly satisfac- 
tory, and appears worthy of recom- 
mendation. If religion produces so 
few of its genuine fruits, may it not 
be imputable in a great degree to 
those who teach it? Its full efficacy 
cannot be acquired by momentary or 
casual instruction; it requires to be 
united with the whole chain of our 
ideas, opinions, and resolutions, from 
infancy. 

The divine word forms the code of 
this excellent female school. When 
a scholar has committed a fault, the 
teacher makes it known to the whole 
school, and asks the scholai-s if they 
know any declaration of the Holy 
Scriptures, which is applicable to the 
case. Immediately several of the scho- 
lai-s hasten to quote some passage of 
Scripture, the choice of which gener- 
ally proves the penetration and judg- 
ment of these f oung persons. The 
defaulter, so far from feeling degraded 
by the reproaches of the teacher, 
whose autliority is only human, re- 
ceives with pious contrition, as from 
God himself, the correction she merits. 



After hearing her publicly acknow- 
ledge her fault, the teacher desires the 
children to encourage the mind of the 
penitent by some gracious declarations 
of scripture. It is thus that the heart 
being moved with tenderness, these 
young persons intei-pret the divine 
mercy, and offer with earnestness to 
the afflicted mind of their sister the 
invigorating influence of the gracious 
promises. Thus the teacher disap- 
pears before the Almighty, and, with, 
lier scholars, humbles herself in the 
presence of the Supreme Being. It 
is no longer man who governs; it is the 
Holy One who reveals himself to the 
tender minds of the children by their 
companions. Religious instruction be- 
comes mutual. 

It is undoubtedly requisite, like this 
lady, to know the Holy Scriptures, 
and the art of finding suitable ex- 
tracts for producing the proposed 
eflects. But when the teacher has 
not the same talent, if she pos- 
sesses genuine piety, and is ac- 
quainted with proper passages to be 
quoted, she will be sure, in pursuing 
this course, to lead their minds to God, 
to virtue, to discipline, and energy, 
more efl^ectually than by the exercise 
of authority and ordinary means. The 
better to judge of the advantage of 
this method, I take the liberty to ac- 
quaint you with some facts reported 
in the register of the school. 

F. L. aged eight, having spoken 
some low and filthy expressions, was 
marked by the monitor, and sent to 
the platform. — "What have you done ?" 
said the teacher. She, without hesita- 
tion, confessed her fault. The mis- 
tress then addressed all the class, and 
inquired if any one of them had any 
advice to give this poor child? .One 
scholar pronounced the following pas- 
sage of scripture: "Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth." Another said. Let your con- 
versation be such as "may minister 
grace unto the hearers." A little girl 
added, ** Let your speech be always 
with grace." This scene made the 
most lively impression on the whole 
school. From that moment, F. L. 
has used no bad language either in the 
school or at home. The mother of 
this child has reported that her 
daughter, who formerly had a most 
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vicious disposition, is totally changed? 
that she had watched her most care- 
fully, and desired her ;ieighbours to do 
the same. 

Another child, of five years old, 
having showed bad behaviour during 
the exercise of prayer, was reported 
by the monitor. **What have you 
done, my child," said the teacher, 
**will you not be good?" She ans- 
wered, "No." "Will you do your 
duly?" ««No," she replied. « wm you 
pray to God?" ** No," she answered. 
**Poor miserable child," said the 
teacher, "how I feel for you; what 
will become of you ?" The cWld still 
resisted the representations of her 
mistress; but at length she relented. 
Seeing her in this state, the teacher 
inquired if the children knew any 
passage of scripture which pointed 
out the duty of prayer? The children 
replied in these words, "Pray with- 
out ceaang." At length the little 
girl cast herself on her knees, and 
seriously repeated the Lord's Prayer; 
and, in rising s£ud to her mistress, 
** O I am happier now." To console 
and encourage her, they cited to her 
another passage, " Draw nigh to God 
and he will draw nigh to you." From 
that moment the child has not ne- 
glected a single day to pray to God, 
and is become an example of good 
conduct in the school. 

The mother of a child who attended 
the school having observed a happy 
change in the conduct of her daughter, 
said to her, " I suppose they chastise 
you well in the school to change your 
bad disposition, and that Madame D. 
gives you severe reproofs." "No," 
replied the child, « they beat none of 
U8 at school, and Madame D. speaks 
to us very seldom. It is God who 
teaches us by his holy word." 

A visiter, one day, inquired among 
the cluldren who belong to this 
school, ** Who is tiiic mistress of your 
school?" All spontaneously replied, 
"it is the word of God." 



INTJEBESTIITG ANECDOTE. 

A young female who is employed in 
a woollen cloth manufactory, in the 
west of England, having obtamed leave 
of absence to visit her native place, was 
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led to call at a factory in that town, 
where she had formerly worked, and 
in which was a Sunday-school. Her 
late mistress inquired if they had a 
Sunday-school in the factory where 
she was then employed, and being an- 
swered in the negative, offered her 
some school books if she would make 
an attempt to form one. To this pro- 
posal she acceded, and on her return 
communicated with her juvenile com- 
panions in the factory on the subject. 
Several of them agreed to form them- 
selves into a Sunday-school, and the 
following Sunday proceeded in a little 
company to the church; the circum- 
stance soon reached the ear of their 
niaster, who perceived that he must 
either put a stop to this innocent con- 
spiracy or himself take an active part 
in promoting its consummation. This 
led to a conversation with the foreman 
of the factory, who expressed his rea- 
diness to superintend the school; the 
proprietor very cheerfully g^ranted the 
use of the factory, on Sundays, as a 
school-room; all the children in his Em- 
ploy, and some others, (amounting to- 
gether to about 70,) became schdars, 
and about ten of the work-people of. 
fered themselves as teachers. The con- 
duct of the children, as might be ex- 
pected, is greatly improved; instead o^ 
indulging in idle or vicious conversa- 
tion, they are now seen with their 
books before them, diligently storing 
their minds with scriptural truths, 
whilst their hands are bumly en- 
gaged in providing for their daily 
wants. 

The establishment of this school 
having become known in the town, 
numerous applications were made by 
the poor for permission to attend *' the 
Factory Sunday-school;" a general ad- 
mission however could not be allowed, 
and the result was an application to the 
vicar of the parish to know if means 
could not be adopted for providing in- 
struction for the poor children oi the 
town. Thus invited to benevolent ex- 
ertion, the clergyman proceeded to 
solicit subscriptions towards erecting a 
public school-house — ^the proposal was 
well received. A nobleman generously 
g^ve a piece of ground to build on, 
and a subscription of 10/., per annunh 
The membera for the place gave a 
a donation of 50/., each, and the in- 
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habitants generally contributed most 
liberally. The result has been the 
erection of a substantial building, in 
which more than 150 boys receive 
daily instruction. How vast a sum of 
g^ood may thus succeed the unobtru- 
sive efforts of this female Sunday- 
school teacher^ and when the chord 
her hand has touched shall cease to 
vibrate, who can tell? There is a 
river the streams whereof make glad 
"the city of our God, each in its pro- 
gi'ess ever and anon breaks through its 
usual bounds, and pours its waters over 
lands where drougut before prevailed; 
and these again diverging into yet 
more numerous streams, shall onward 
roll enclosed with fertile: plsdns, until 
the day when every parched place 
shall smile with verdure, and desert 
scenes shall blossom like the rose. 



mro^TAHCs OF a thorough know- 
ledge or THE BIBLE TO ▲ SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL TEACHER. 

The ^'eat object of Sunday-school 
Instruction, is the promotion of reli- 
gious knowledge, and the formation of 
religious character; therefore it is ob- 
viously necessary, that teachers should 
acquire an intimate and accurate know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures. 

We have no intention, of course, to 
speak in disparagement of any other 
Christian duty, such as attendance up- 
on the ministry and importunity in 
prayer; but these, by themselves, will 
not sufficiently qualify teachers for 
their arduous duties. The preaching 
of the gospel is designed to illustrate 
and enforce its truths upon individual 
reception, rather than to analyse and 
expound it in minute detail, and with 
critical precision; while prayer, as we 
all know, is an important auxiliary to 
these and other active duties. It is 
the personal, and regular, and perse- 
vering reading and study of the Bible, 
then, which is the indispensable duty 
of Sunday-school teachers. It is from 
this source alone that they can derive 
the knowledge which is required to 
render their labours efficient for 
the purposes to which they are di- 
rected* 

We much regret that & mistake is 



sadly prevalent in the religious worlds 
namely, the mistaking of sound for 
sense; the regarding of words and not 
things, as the real objects and mate- 
rials of knowledge. A very slight ac- 
quaintance with the professing world 
will soon convince us, that a very g^reat 
number of the persons who appear to 
have their minds amply furnished with 
theological knowledge, have but an 
indistinct and confused perception of 
the real sense of Scripture. The pre- 
vailing habit of isolating passages of 
Scripture from their context or con- 
nexion, and appropriating them as 
practical maxims, or. as reli^ous dog- 
mas, is one of the most pernicious me- 
thods that can be adopted, and has 
done more to suppress the real sense 
of Scripture, to create divisions in the 
Christian world, to perpetuate party 
distinctions, to cherish bigotry, and 
give birth to controversy, than any 
other practice. By such a method of 
employing the sacred writings, any 
and every visionary notion may be 
supported and defended. This ex- 
tremely irrational and dangerous prac- 
tice should, therefore, be sedulously 
guarded against It is not our famih- 
arity with the words, but with the 
sense or meaning of Scripture which 
determines our wisdom or knowledge, 
and qualifies us. for the direction of 
our own Christian course, and for 
marking out that of others. 

Upon this point, however, wc need 
not enlarge; it is only necessary |o 
suggest to the good sense of our rea- 
ders, the possibility and prevalence of 
this kind of mistake as to biblical know- 
ledge, to euard them against the daiv* 
ger. Indolence is the cause to which 
it is chiefly attributable; an indisposU 
iton to search and investigate into the 
MEANING of toords, which are but the 
signs of ideas, is the origin of nearly 
all the mistakes which are entertained 
on this subject. The mind of the spi* 
rit is not to be ascertained without % 
deliberate, and thoughtful, and prayer^ 
fill course of reading; but if this be 
adopted and diligently pursued, suc- 
cess is graciously pronused. If thou 
seek for knowledge as silver, and search 
for her as for hidden treasure, then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 
Prorv, ii. 3 — 5, 
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WEBK-OAT SCHOOLS. 

Efforts are making in London to 
institute a system of instruction in 
week-day schools, for children who 
are now taught the elements of edu- 
cation on the Sabbath. The views of 
those who are engaged in the effort, 
VJay be understood ftoiA the following 
extract. 

Considering the incalculable advan- 
tages of a regular attendance at a 
well-conducted day-school, for chil- 
dren whose parents cannot afford any 
more expensive education, it seems 
surprising that the Christian public 
should have hitherto devoted an al- 
most exclusive attention to Sunday- 
schools. To be called off from loitering 
in the streets, from the contamination 
of evil associates, and from worse than 
a waste of their precious time and fa- 
culties; to be brought under a mild 
but steady discipline; to have their 
habits formed to order and industry; 
to be taught reading, writing, and 
ciphering, without encroaching on the 
Sabbath; and so perfectly, as to make 
enga^ng in any of these exercises 
easy and pleasant, not difficult and 
wearisome — such are some of the ad- 
vantages of day-schools: and were 
they even confined to these, they 
might well claim more notice and 
•upport than they receive. But when, 
in addition to all this, the scholars 
have the doctrines, the precepts, the 
exhortations, wariungs, &nd promises 
of the everlasting gospel brought con- 
stantly before their minds; when they 
are brongbt into daily communication 
with a tocher, who strives to walk in 
the footsteps of our blessed Lord, and 
to manifest the influence of divine 
grace in his whole temper and con- 
duct, caring for the souls of the chil- 
dren, visiting their parents, and en- 
deavouring to excite them to greater 
fidelity in the discharge of family 
obligations, and faithfully applying 
himself to all the other kind offices of 
a diligent and affectionate teacher — 
then, surely, a day-school advances 
claims on a Christian's liberality and 
attention, which he must find it im- 
possible to resist 



Attempts ai'e now making, in seve« 
ral places, to apply Sunday-school 
rooms to the use of day-schools; and 
it is hoped that the trustees of such 
rooms will come more and more to see 
the immense advantages to be derived 
from such an emplo3mQent of premises^ 
often otherwise unoccupied on week* 
days. Were this measure universally 
carried into effect, with what delight 
must the change be contemplated by 
all truly pious Sunday-school teachers^ 
who would thus be relieved from the 
painful task of teaching any thin|^ 
merely secular on that day, which u 
hoiy of the Lord, and honourable. 



TBS LIB&JLBT. 

Mr. Editor, 

Sir— I have seen proposed, from 
time to time, in your valuable Bfaga- 
zine, a number of plans for drawing 
books in a Sabbath-school, but have 
not met with any which we thought 
would suit our situation so well as the 
one which we have adc^ed the sea- 
son past. I will endeavour to give 
you a few outlines of it ; and if you 
think it worthy of notice, it is at yoaf 
disposal. 

Our plan is this. Our scholars are 
furnished with a printed catalogue of 
our books in numerical order; and 
they come prepared with five, six, or 
more selected numbers on a strip of 
paper, thus— 7, 12, 23, 89, 127. The 
teacher immediately upon eMtring 
his class, enters the numbers of each 
scholar upon a class-paper, havinjg^ 
the number of the class upon it-*-this 
is all the teacher has to do. He will 
then attend to the recitation of his 
class as usual, while the'asmstant car- 
ries this class-paper to the hbrarian, 
who selects the books from the num- 
bers, (these all being placed in nume- 
rical order in a case,) and after 
charging the same to the teachers^ 
the assistants again return the claai* 
papers with the books to the several 
teachers, who charge them to their 
scholars as usual. 

This mode, you will perceive, givei 
the scholars the privilege of selecting 
their own books, without the teachers' 
spending more than two or three mi- 
nutes of their time, and without leaving 
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their seats at all, besides saving the 
confusion often occasioned by the 
teachers all going to the librar}\ 

In the country schools with us, ge-, 
nerally, the scholars living remote 
from the plac^ of worship, all the 
opportunity we have for our school is 
at the intermission of divine service, 
which is generally short; as three 
quarters of an hour is aU the time 
which we can occupy, we must there- 
fore make the most of it. We have, 
in all, a little short of three hundred 
scholars in our school; and one libra- 
rian, one clerk, and two assistants, 
have drawn books for upwards of two 
hundred scholars, in three quarters of 
an hour, while ^e school have not 
been interrupted in their recitation at 
all. We have about 350 volumes in 
our library; we let our scholars keep 
these books two weeks, and then 
draw again on the third week. If any 
should adopt the above plan, who 
have not books enough ior a good 
seleption, one-half of the school might 
draw at a time. 

The class-paper will stand thus: — 
the numbers agsunst each name show- 
ing the numbers of books, either of 
wmch it will please the pupil to re- 
ceive. 

James Price, 7 12 23 89 12r 

Parker Jones, 9 13 71 62 11 

JoelRees, 15 69 43 121 3 
£^c. &c. 

If you think any of my ideas are 
worth noticing, you may put it in 
langua^ that will be understood, if 
you Aink it worth it; and if not, con- 
sign it to oblivion, and you will have 
the thanks of a superintendent and 
mechanic in humble life. 



HOW TO GET 1. LIBRAAT. 

After conversing with the minister 
of the parish, upon the good resulting 
from a well regulated libraiy, and how 
chsap books might be obtained, I left 
him under a conviction of the import- 
ance of the object. Shortly after- 
wards I met the clergyman again, 
when he informed me that a library 
was in full operation at his school, and 
which had been obtained in the fol- 
lowing manner. « I resolved (said he) 
that the first marriage-fee I received, 



should be appropriated towards a 
library. The resolution had hardly 
been made, before a couple presented 
themselves to me for marriage: I per- 
formed the service, and received a 
five dollar bill, which I immediately 
laid out in books; and since I have 
set an example, my people have fol- 
lowed me in it." L. 



SINOIirG IN SUB-DAT-SCHOOLS. 

The following communication, which 
did not reach us till Nov. 1» contains 
an important suggestion. We have 
never failed to urge upon teach- 
ers and children, the same conadera- 
tion wluch is here suggested, and 
we are persuaded, that the general 
deficiency of Hymn books for the 
children, and the inattention with 
which the use of the Hymn-book is 
regarded, tends very much to de- 
prive our schools of what might be 
made a most sacred, delightfiil, mov- 
ing and edifying exercise. It is a 
subject of deep interest, and should 
not be suffered to pass without serious 
and prayerful consideration. 

7b the Editor of the S. S. Magazine. 

' In reading the July number of your 
Magazine, my attention was particu- 
larly directed to the piece entitled, 
*• Singing in Sunday-schools.'* Every 
person who is engaged in the good 
work of teaching, must certainly co- 
incide with you in your remarks re- 
specting that important part of the 
exercises. 

The object of this communication 
is, to make a suggestion relative to the 
schools being supplied with hymn- 
books, for the use of the scholars. The 
schools belonging to the union* are not 
allowed these books, except for 
** teachers only s" and 1 would here 
add, as the result of my observation, 
that many scholars are prevented^finm 
joining to sing the pnuses of 'God^ 



• The New-York S. S. Union. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



18S0. 



Religious Tract Society^ 



S65 



because of their incapability of recol- 
lecting the lines as repeated. 

The singing, as you observe, is in 
most cases confined to tlie teachers; 
and I know of no better way to ob- 
viate this, than to furnish the schools 
with books as formerly, for both 
teachers and scholars. This plan 
would also prevent the necessity of 
breaking off in the middle of a tune, 
for the purpose of giving out the lines. 

ShouJd these remarks meet your 
approbation, please exert your influ- 
ence in bringing about what is so 
generally desirable, and oblige 

Many Teachers. 

New York, July yldQO, 



BEXmiOUS TBACT 80CIETT. 

We have read "with deep interest 
the thirty first report of the (London) 
Religious Tract Society. It is pursu- 
ing its object with an ardour and suc- 
cess which rarely accompanies such 
enterprises. We have space for but 
one or two extracts: — 

Jksue of Publications. 

The publications sent from the De- 
pository during the year amount to ten 
millions, five hundred and sixty-nine 
thousand, nine hundred and thirty- 
seven; being an increase of four hun- 
dred and fifty-six thousand,, four hun- 
dred and seventy-four, withoi^t inclu- 
ding any of the Tracts published at 
the Society's expense in Foreign 
Countries. 

The total circulation of the Society, 
at home and abroad, #xceeds one 
HtJirnREn jlnh fobtt MiLLioiErs of pub- 
lications. 

Intended Commentary on the Scrip- 
tures, 

The importance of a cheap and 
popular Commentary on the Holy 
Scriptures has frequently been under 
the consideration of the committee ; and 
in a former report it was stated that 
several fiiends had urged them to un- 
dertake the work. The cotnmittee 
were aware that they had numerous 
difficulties to meet; but, after much 
consideration they have determined to 



comply with the wishes of their friends. 
They are satisfied that the commen- 
tary may be published in strict ac- 
cordance with the principles of the 
Institution, and so as to be acceptable 
to the different denominations of Chris- 
tians who support your cause. 

The commentary will be compiled 
from the invaluable writings of Henry 
and Scott, whose works are so gener- 
ally acceptable to the church of Christ; 
with a few additions from othei^ wri- 
ters, when they appear desirable. 
The work will also contain notes 
adapted to assist the reader in meeting 
the . common, but often-exploded as- 
sertions of infidelity; without, how- 
ever, unnecessarily raising objections 
in the mind. 

It is intended to print the work so 
that it may be purchased either with 
or without the Sacred Text; and the 
whole comment will be comprised in 
three volumes, or six parts. The first" 
part is in the press, and, it is hoped, - 
wiU appear in the course of the ensu- 
ing winter. It will be a pleasing fea- 
ture in this new work, that it will add 
the BIBLE to your numerous Publica- 
tions, without which the best selection 
of books for a library must be con- 
sidered deficient. The Commentary 
wiQ be useful to Christians of all 
ranks and ages; but more particularly 
to the Cottager, the Sunday-school 
teacher, the Missionary, the Visiter of 
the sick, and the agents of Chiistian 
Instruction and District Visiting So- 
cieties. 

Numerous openings in Foreign: Parts., 

The calls upon the Society's friends 
to exercise an enlarged benevolence, 
in supporting the foreign objects of 
the Institution, were never so nu- 
merous and pressing as they are at 
present. The Chinese, who are found 
in Siam and the different ports of the 
Eastern Archipelago, gladly receive 
the tracts, and confess that they are 
books «* to reform the world." The 
Bur mans have a written language; 
and the prevalence of education opens 
the way for extensive usefulness among 
them. The Karens, a people without 
religion, without temples,' and without 
gods, are crying out, ** Give us books, 
give us books, in our own language ! 
We want to know the true God," In 
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India, the powe? of caste and the in* 
fluenoe of the Brahmins are decreas- 
ing; and increasing numbers read your 
publications with deep interest, con- 
fessing that "The time is at hand 
when aU persons will be of one reli- 
gion." The inhabitants of Ceylon, in 
addition to numerous tracts, have 
received the " Pilgrim's Prog^ress," to 
show them the true way to tiie Celes- 
tial city. In Polynesia, the Press is 
communicating the great truths of re- 
ligion to a people prepared for then* 
reception. - The young in Spanish 
America, have peceived» for the first- 
time, instructive Juvenile Pub^cations 
in their' own language. Negroes in 
the West Indies, have obtained books 
which proclaim that spiritual liberty 
wherewith Christ makes His people 
free; and the Greeks, desirous of in- 
struction, receive with gfrateful eager- 
ness the leaves of the Tree of Life. 
The Nations of Europe have been 
visited by your silent agents ; and 
they hiive made known the pure 
truths of the gospel, where infidel 
and neological opinions are ruining 
many souls. Surely this review is en- 
couraging, and should lead the friends 
of the Society to abound more and 
more in their work of faith and labour 
(flove, 

I9TERESTIK& INCIDENT. 

The enterprise of the London Chris- 
tian Instruction Society, has always 
seemed to us among the most interest- 
ing of the many enterprises o the day. 
Among the facts which illustrate Its 
character and influence, it may be 
enbugh to mentiop, that it has opened 
not less than sixty places of public 
worship, for those who had never be- 
fore been induced to attend on such 
means of instruction; and it has now 
no less than 29,000 families under 
constant viatation. What would be 
the result of a system of means in 
New York or Philadelphia, which 
should bring 29,000 families under 
regular, constant, kind, judicious visi- 
tation } 



From the reports made at a quar- 
terly meeting of the Committee and 
visiters in September, we select the 
following interesting case: — 

A visiter called for a, tract, which 
he had left at the house of a person 
who expressed himself greatly pleased 
at the the hymn printed on the first 
page, beginning, 

« Behold a stfanger at the docM*, 
He gentiy knocks— has knpck'd before; 
Hai waited long, is waiting stiU 
You use no other friend so ill ;" 

On returning the tract to the visiter, 
the person said, if it would not be 
deemed an offence, he would present 
him with an answer which he had 
written: the visiter assured him that it 
would be far from offensive, and inti- 
mating a wish to possess it, was pre- 
sented with the following pious and 
genuine effusion: — 

The Heart opened: 

Who is this stranger at the door, 

That would admission gain ? 
I know he oft has knoekM before, 

Still he has come again. 

I find him knocking at my heart, 

Though I've defied his will ; 
He waits to act a gracious part, 

And all his truth fulfiL 

Too long, alas ! iVe entertained 

A soul-destroying guest, 
Who took possession of my heart. 

And all my powers oppressed. 

But art thou not the same that died 

A sacrifice f» sin ? 
Then enter my polluted breast, 

And make me puve within. 

That grace i*ich IVe so long abased 

J'd wilUngly recdve : 
Dear Saviour, teach me hoW to pray. 

Lord, help me to believe ! 

My hungry soul would now partake 

The banquet of thy love ; 
That sacred flesh and blood of thine, 

Foretaste of joys ahove« . 



EX'TRAbTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE. 
270 TXACHBR. 

St. LouM, Sept. 16, 1830. 
Since I wrote from — , I have re- 
visited seven settlements. At , 
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I went to the place where the Metho- 
dist S. School is held, .at the usual 
time of the school, and fodnd three 
boys, and no teacher. After waiting 
half an hour, I returned to the Sun- 
day-school in the Presbyterian church $ 
there were 24 scholars present, the 
superintendent, and no teachers, I 
heard two of the classes recite in the 
Question-book. They all kept their 
Testaments open, and read the an- 
swers; I asked if that w^ customary, 
and they said it was: two, however, 
out of ten or twelve whom I heard, 
had their lesson well committed to me- 
mory, and answered the questions well. 
. In a Sunday-school three miles 
N.W. of — , there were 40 chil- 
dren, and 12 or 15 adults present. 
The school-house is about fifteen feet 
square — has no window — ^and no fire- 
place, except a bank at one end, and 
a chimney built on timbers that passed 
from side to »de, high enough for the 
children to pass under them, without 
stooping much. This would be a very 
uncomfortable place for a winter 
school, and it b hoped a new and con- 
venient house, will be built before 
winter. 4 number of the adults were 
obliged to stand at the door; all 
seemed deeply interested in the cause, 
and eager for advice and instruction 
on the subject. The children were 
attentive, and showed by their recita- 
tbns that they had studied their les- 
sons. This school was established by 
our lamented brother Hawley, In a 
settlement on Su^ Creek, which 
brother H. visited last winter, they 
have neglected commencing a Sun- 
day-school, fcM* want of a house; but 
one man promised me they might 
meet at his house, and, together with 
another^ promised to commence a 
Sonday-scbool immediately. 



In the other four settlements the 
schoc^ are going on well. These 
four settlements are in Montgomery 
and Bond counties. I was much in- 
terested in the account which Mrs. 

, of " -, gave me of her 

class. She said they had but one 
Question-book among them, (ten or 
twelve in number,) and to prepare 
themselves, they came to the school, 
early, and read over the questions 
among themselves; <<and (said she) 
they never miss a question.*' Mrs, 
■ is not pious, and her husband 

is opposed to benevolent institutions; 
but she seems deeply interested, and 
often would the tear start in her eye, 
as she was speaking of her dass. 
They keep a large boaidii^ house, 
and Mrs. — — — has to make great 
exertions to attend the school, but 
the superintendent told me she had 
not missed a day. O, that every 
Sunday-school teacher felt the same 
interest. 



WINTEH SGHOOLS OBJECTIOirS TO 

DR. FISKE's views, &C. 

[From a Con-espondent in Indiana.] 

The remarks of Rev., Dr. FUke^ of 
Goshen, N. Y., in the February n^m. 
her of the S. S. Maga^ine> on diacon^ 
tinning Sunday-schools in the winter, 
seem to nje to be liable to imscpn* 
struction, and may have an injurious 
effect in the middle and western 
states. Many pious and ezcelleiit 
men, seem to be seeking for a plau- 
sible excuse for discontinuing the 
schools in winter. I have laboured, 
hard to remove every such excuse, in 
the bounds of my acquaintance, and 
not without some effect But the ob-* 
jections of the Doctor will be coast* 
dered as applicable to Iftdiana as to 
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Nev York. It is true, we have not 
tlio deep mows and intense cold of 
the north; but we have much rsdn, 
sudden changes, and extremely bad 
roads. Travellers and emigrants from 
the north) say that our roads are 
among the worrt in the Union ; and 
that the cold* from our sudden 
change^ is as severe as in the New 
England states— 4md it cannot be 
supposed that our houses are as com- 
fortable as theirs; so that most per- 
•ons would say, that if schools should 
be discontinued in the wmter in New 
York* they should be discontinued in 
Indiana also. Nor do I know at what 
precise pomt in the south, the same, 
or a similar plea would not hold good. 
But this 1 do know, that those schoob 
tfiat live through our worst winters, 
are the most flourishing in the sum- 
mer; and that those scholars that re- 
gard not the weather, are those that 
are deriving the most benefit from the 
institution. Of our twelve schools 
that have continued through this win- 
ter, nine are in the country, and some 
are so situated that you can scarcely 
conceive of w(»rse roads than many of 
thescholarshavetotravel. The average 
attendance of the school in this town^ 
through the winter, has been fifteen 
teachers and sixty scholars. Bix of those 
teachers, and twenty of the scholars, 
have had to travel more than a mile, 
along a road which is one continued hiU, 
and so deep and miry that it was some- 
times almost impassable by a yoke of 
cattle, with an empty cart; and never 
were our scholars more regular than 
they have been this winter. The dispo- 
aidon to surmount all obstacles, and 
cotitiiiue the schools through the win- 
ter, is rapidly increasing, and I do not 
wish to hear of any thing but what 
will encourage ihat disposition. I 



wish to see the schools as permanent 
as the Sabbath, and not to be inter- 
rupted on any occasion, until they are 
stopped by the voice of the archangel 
and the trump of God. In Aurora, 
we compel eveiy thing, the most im- 
portant meetings for public worship 
not excepted, to g^ve place to the 
school: as we are convinced that our 
school has done more substantial g^od 
to our village and its vicinity, than 
we have derived from all the other 
sources. 

A volume might be written on the 
benefits which have been. derived by 
us from the schools and their libraries. 
The effect produced here is greater 
than in any other district, because the 
school has been longer in operation* 
the library more valuable, and the 
exertions in behalf of the school more 
extended and indefatigable. I have 
given the history of this school to 
every section of the country I have 
visited, in order to encourage others 
never to be weary in well-doing. Its 
be^ning was very feeble; it arose 
almost imperceptibly amid discourage- 
ments that disheartened all its friends 
but myself. A Baptist mimster from 
England, resident in our village, once 
visited the school, a few months after 
its organization, and considered the 
effort as hbpeless. He told me the 
children were too rude and ungovern- 
able ever to be disciplined without the 
co-operation of the parents, which 
was not to be expected, and tiDO care- 
less of their books ever to set a proper 
value upon them, or use them to ad- 
vantage, and the village too dissipated 
to admit of reform. But he now sees 
the children of the most dissipated 
patents, among the most hopeful in 
the school. He now sees the taverns 
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and groceries almost abandoned, in 
fact, all broken lip but one — and that 
one apparently near its dissolution. 
Temperance had become the order 
of the village, before a temperance so- 
ciety was thought of, with the ex- 
ception of two or three victims of 
ardent spirits, who have lost all their 
influence, and only exist as living 
beacons to warn all others of the un- 
quenchable fire by which they liave 
been blasted. Fashionable amuse- 
ments are unknown in our village. 
All . our young people, with ,one or 
two exceptions, are in the school. 
Before our school commenced, not 
more than one-third of our citizens 
attended any place of worship; now,, 
the attendance is general. Then, we 
had few readers — ^books were used 
and valued by but few; now, all, with 
a very few exceptions, are readers. 
Our youngest children, as soon as 
they take notice of what is passing 
around them, are anxious to attend 
the school, and anticipate the highest 
pleasure when they shall be permitted 
to attend; and we have never yet had 
a scholar too old to attend. Our older 
scholars pass from the Testament into 
the Bible-class. In almost all our 
schools, at their commencement, the 
girls are more regular in their attend- 
ance, and more eaaly disciplined than 
the boys. As the schools advance, 
the boys become regular and docile. 
This effect has been produced in a 
number of our schools, and the change 
in our boys is far more observable 
than in our girls. In short, the effect 
produced by our schools in the differ- 
ent districts, bears a fair proportion to 
the zeal and industry manifested in 
conducting them, connected with the 
time the school has been in regular 
operation. Every thing relative to 
Vol. VII.— 47 



our schools taken into consideration, 
seems, in a language as plain and as 
imperative as a voice from heaven, to 
urge us to persevere." 



IMJfORTANCE OF WATGHFTTLITSSS IK TUB 

ADMissioir or books to suhsat- 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES. ADVAHTAOES OF 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MAGAZIITX IN 
THIS POINT OF VIEW. 

A case was recently reported to us 
which we have substantially recorded 
below. It is worthy of consideration, 
whether many such cases are not like- 
ly to occur, while so little system, or 
vigilance is observed in the selection 
of books for libraries. We shall have 
occasion to revert to the subject at 
a future time, and hope the inter- 
esting facts which we here give,' may 
be duly weighed. 

A school in one of th e middle States, 
in a populous village,, was furnished 
with a library of books which wer^ 
chiefly pulrchased of the American 
Sunday-School Union, either at the 
depository in Philadelphia, or New- 
York. A few were obtained else- 
where. 

In the congregation to which the 
school was attached, were a few in- 
fidels; the baser sort of whom were 
quit^ bold in their efforts to corrupt 
others, by their own conversation and 
by the cffculation of infidel tracts 
from New-York. They met with lit- 
tle success, however; as their igno- 
rance and noise ^ did not pass for 
knowledge and good sense. But a 

Mr. , a respectably moral mi^ 

at last offered to the managers a se- 
ries of bound tracts in four volumes 
at a low price, and recommended 
them as suitable for a Sunday-school 
library. The books were produced 
at a meeting of the manager* for ex- 
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unination. The title was quite im- 
poBing; they were published by the 
Christian 7¥ad Society^ and surely 
very suitable for a Christian Sunday- 
school library. One of the company, 
however, remarked that she had some 
recollection of having seen some books 
of this description, noticed by the 
American Sunday-school Magazine, 
and by that work criticised and con- 
demned; but not having the book at 
hand ta which to refer, she could not 
say that these were the books, or 
stories in question. ^ 

The managers concluded to take 
the books, with the condition, that if, 
on examination, they should be found 
unsuitable, they might be returned. 

This examination, which took place 
soon after, proved that they contsdned 
all the abominable doctrines of rank 
infidelity. While they professed to re- 
verence the Bible and make it their 
text book, its most prominent and im- 
portant doctrinesy— original sin — hu« 
man depravity and helplessness — sal- 
vation by grace — ^the Deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the everlasting pu- 
nishment of the wicked, were all deni- 
ed or ridiculed. Our Saviour was com- 
monly styled the teacher, and the Holy 
Spirit was not mentioned at all. 

Man was made his own saviour by 
his own good works, ftnd there was 
no hell; but only a sort of Purgatory, 
where every soul was to have a place 
suited to his capacity or state; and 
where it was to be punished atid im- 
prisoned, till it should be reiQOved to 
Heaven. 

The two first volumes were com- 
pmtively innocent, abounding with 
hints and ambiguous expressions; but 
in the two last, infidelity stood out in 
bold relief; there was no ambiguity 
in them. 



The stories chiefly noticed were the 
orphan sisters, the twin brothers, and 
the old soldier; these abounded with 
shocking impiety. 

The books were returned, but not 
without the conviction, that the seem- 
ingly generous donor designed to im-' 
pose on the school what he knew 
would be injurious in the view of 
those who were managing it; thus 
proving himself capable of the most 
unmanly duplicity. Had the trick 
succeeded, it would have been said 
afterwards to those who doubted 
other recommendations, "Why the 

Sunday-school of Rev. Mr. 's 

church haa these books.'' 



RESOLUTIOirS TO THE POIirT. v 

We recomtifiend the following reso- 
lutions, especially the third, to par- 
ticular consideration. 

. Louisville, Ky, Oct. 28, 1830. 
Dear Sib, 

I have attended the sessions of the 
Synod of Indiana, and as a. corres- 
ponding member of the body, I pro- 
posed the following resolutions, which, 
I am bitppy to inform you, were unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolved,.!. That this Synod have 
heard with devout gratitude tor God of 
the truly Christian enterprise of the 
American Sunday-School Union, to 
establish a Sunday-school in every des- 
titute place where it is practicable, 
throughout the Valley of the Missis- 
fflppi, within two yearsf. and they do 
most earnestly recommend to the pas- 
tors and sessions of all our churches 
and congregations to present this sub- 
ject to their people, and solicit their 
prayerSyiand labours, and contributions 
to aid the Society in the accomplish- 
ment of this important object. 
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Resolved, 2. lliat the ministers and 
ipembers of our churches be recom- 
mended to devote the afternoons of 
Sabbaths, ordinarily, to the^ interests of 
Sabbath-schools. 

Resolved, 3. That all the members 
of our churches and congregations^ ex- 
cept those advanced to extreme old 
age, be earnestly and affectionately 
recommended to unite themselves into 
Bible classes, for their mutual improve- 
ment in the knowledge of God's 
Word, with a special view to quali- 
fying 'them as Sftbbath-school teach- 
ers, and that it be enjoined upon the 
nunisters and sessions of our churches 
to take proper measures on this subject. 

'The following was moved by Rev. 
Mr. Hoody:— 

Resolved, 4< That competent lay- 
men .be encouraged, whose circum-. 
stances will admit, to go into destitute 
neighbourhoods, to institute and con- 
duct Sabbath-schools.. 

The brethren did not satisfy them- 
selves merely with passing resolutions : 
they pledged themselves to explore 
twenty-two counties, and establish Sab- 
bath-sthools in them gratuitously. 

UFE OT KSWTOir. 

Wheeling^ Fa, Nov. 2, 1830. 
A young man who had been noto- 
riously wicked, was furnished, from 
the Sunday-ischool library, with a copy 
of the Memoirs of John Newton,* and 
requested to read it, because Newton 
had once been a wayward' youth tike 
himself. He read the book, and was 
awakened to a sense of his danger. 
He removed to a different neighbour- 
hood, and sent for the little volume 
that he might read it again. After 
affording, for a considerable time, 

♦ FubliBhe4 by the A. S. S. Union. 



gospel evidence of piety, he made 
a public statement respecting hk 
former tife and present viewfl^ and 
was added to the visible people of 
God. This fact was told me by Rev. 
Mr. •— , who lent the book to th« 
young man. 

WAITT OV SUPEKIKTXiroXirTS. 

Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 1,1830: 
On the 16th of October I visited 
several school districts fbr the purpose 
ofascertaining whether Sunday-schools 
could be established. I could not find 
a single individual who would under- 
take the superintendence of a Sunday- 
school. This is a veiy common and a 
very serious difficulty in the way of 
Sunday-sciiool operations. _ 

Princekm, Ky. Oct. 31, 1830. 
I have the pleasure to inform you 
that a Sunday-School Umon has re- 
cently been formed at this place, by 
the Green Brier Synod of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church, auxiliaiy 
to the American Sunday-school Union, 
which proposes to embrace in i^ 
operations all that part of Kentucky, 
west of Salt Itiver. 
'The Cumberland Presbyterians at 
their last General Assembly, resolved 
to co-operat^with the American Sun- 
day-School Union, so long as it is con- 
ducted free from sectarian feeUngs. 
This is the first official step they have 
taken to redeem that pledge. I hope 
you will forward us such information 
from time to time as will aid us in this 
new enterprise. 

From jRev. John Gasman, Pastor qf 
Bef. Dutdi Church Emgston, dated, 

Kingston, N. Y. Oct. 14, 1830. 
My Dear Sir, 
I avail myself of the earliest oppor- 
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tunity after the TiBit of the Rev. Dr. 
Ely to this region, to commumcate 
to you the high gratification we have 
enjoyed, and the happy influence it 
has had in awakening attention to the 
syitem of Sunday-school instrucUon. 

The exertions of such an agent as 
Dr. Ely, were required in this county. 
Within a few years the subject has 
attracted some attention, but the peo- 
ple require information of the opera- 
tions of the National Institution . The 
standing of Dr. Ely, with his bland and 
kind manner, has tended to remove 
prejudices, to correct misconceptions, 
and will communicate an impulse to 
our Sunday-School Union, and render 
us a more active and efficient au^ary 
to the Parent Society. In our county 
we had difficulties to encounter, and 
the establishment of Sunday-schools 
has been slow— but in all the towns 
except one, whose population b small 
and scattered, schools are formed and 
efforts are making to connect a small 
library with such schools. D^. Ely, 
by my request, came to this place, at 
the Anniversary of the Sunday-School 
County Union. It was thought, a fii- 
vourable time for his visit, and I bless 
the Lord that he was enabjled to attend. 
The day was favourable. A large 
au<tience, composed of my congrega- 
tion, the greater part of the clergy of 
the county, and inhabitants of the towns. 
in the vicinity, were present. Dr. Ely 
has left^n admirable impression on 
the public mind^ cavillers were silenc- 
ed, and an interest excited which will 
animate us in our exertions to extend 
the system and give it more efficiency 
— ^e wiant quickening much, and the 
state of thingfs requires some agent to 
visit the churches. Dr. Ely has been 
solicited with much urgent importu- 
nity, to return and visit the towi^s. 



If the arrangement can be made, I 
would most respectfully request hioa 
to return as speedily as possible. 
The Lord direct your counsels^ and 
prosper his own cause. I subscribe my- 
self with much respect and affection. 

Yours, JOUBT GOSMAB . • 



(^Ten.) Jiugust 17, 1830. 



Dear Sirj 

It gives me ^eat pleasure to be able 
to inform you that we have orgamzed 
a Sunday-school in this village, with 
112 pupils and 20 teachers. We be- 
gan with 60, four weeks since. Our 
prospects seem flattering. There is, 
however, great difficulty in engaging 
the poor to attend. Among the pu- 
pils, abo\it 30 from my academy attend, 
and enter with becoming spirit upon 
the lessons, nmny of whom translate 
threis or four languages; and such is 
their fondness for our library books^ 
that they press their lessons in the 
Academy, and are clamarous to recite, 
that they may read the Sunday-school 
books. As the Sunday-school is taught 
in the academy, and I am secretary 
and librarian, of course the books are 
all then^, and it is really an affecUng 
scene; to see them all eager to toss off 
their Latin, French, Greek, or what- 
ever, to save half an hour for these 
books. Some daises of five or six in 
number, during the week, exchange 
books with one another, so that an en- 
tire new set ha^ to be given to them, 
each having read them aU. What wilt 
be the fruit of aU this, I know not One 
would think, that where, so much seed 
is sown, some of it will take root and 
bear. We are trying to do sometlHng 
here in the cause of Bibles, and I 
highly approve all these efforts, but 
Sunday-schools, after all, are as the 
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axe laid at t^e root of the tree. It is 
almost physically impossible that one 
who has been taught in his childhood 
to know and reverence the seriptures, 
should be a hardened sinner all his life. 
We hold the " Help to the Gospels,"* 
in high estimation, and shall, niest 
likely, send for one hundred. There 
is no lack of meani among the patrons 
of our school. 

TBET LOYE DAftKlTESS. 

A missionary, (of the Episcopal 
Church) in Ohio^ tells us of a county 
which he had found, in which both old 
and young" are yery destitute of reli- 
gious instruction, either from ministers 
of the gospel or Sunday-school teach- 
ers. He says, ** o»e of your agents yi- 
shed this county Ust spring, and or- 
ganized a society" at ., the county 
seat. Bat th^ opposition to this ^school 
was so strong, that it was discontinued 
two weeks before my arrival. I held 
a meeting .with this people, and they 
resolved to re-commence their school. 
I spent several days travelhng and 
holding meetingfs in different parts of 
this county, which is new and thinly 
settled, and most of the people are 
poor and ignorant 

In my practice I have complied 
wkh what I now read' in your instmc- 
tjions. I have urged parents to as- 
semble their children together upon 
the Lord's Day, to read tl^e h(dy scrip- 
tures. I have informed them of the 
fact, that there is an American, Epis- 
copal, and Methodist Union, and then 
'have asked the persons assembled to 
determine to which o^ these they wijl 



• Published by the American Sun- 
day Sunday-School Union, and highly 
esteemed by every teacher who' has 
«zainiiied it. 



become auxiliary. Both of the socie- 
ties that I liave organized, have made 
choice of the American. 

Permit me to add, that wherever I 
have been, the people have informed 
me, that the agents that have pre^ 
ceded me, have urged, and indeed 
insisted upon their becoming auxiliary 
to the Amencan Union, and have also 
recommended the use of a particular 
catechism. The course pursued by 
the agents has given offence to tliose 
of pth^r denominations, which I find, 
has been the principal cause of the 
decline and failure of every dcho(J 
that I have viated id such sickly or 
dead state. If the agents would be 
silent about catechisms, and simply in- 
form the people of the three unions^ 
and declare their readiness to form a 
society in connexion with either^ leav- 
ing the people entirely at liberty to 
make their choice, a very large ma- 
jority would choose the American, 
and they would then be satisfied and 
flourish." 

Remarka, 

The iiistructions of all our agents 
and missionaries are open to the in- 
spection of friends or foes. By these in- 
structions they are required to ** estab- 
Kshy retfwe, visit', and meowrage Sun- 
dayschoch^ whjKtheb auxiliabt to 

THIS SOCIETY on HOT,'' SUd tO vlfflt 

all minister of the gospel, and make 
known particularly to them the na- 
ture and objects of their mission, and 
to use their influence to engage them 
to prpmote Sabbathnichools in. their' 
respective congregations^ ** whethsb 

AUXILIARY TO THIS SOtlETY OR HOT." 

In regard to the recommendation of 
a particular catechism, we have no 
doubt 9\xx correspondent has b6en 
misinformed. Such a measure as this, 
would be so obviously contrary to the 
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priadpkft of the sodety, m that no 
mmtmatf or ugeikt could have anj 
ezoute lor adopting it Indeed* no 
prooeedmg of a misaionaiy or agent 
oould he more entirely at variance 
with the letter and q>irit of his in- 
ttntctioai^ and with the known views 
and prtnaples of the societjy than the 
recommendiition of a sectarian cate- 
ehjsm» or the attempt to eatablish sec- 
tarian schools. 

It may not be amiss to add, that 
though no i4>prehennon is entertain- 
ed, that these charges will be substan- 
tiated, in a ring^e instance* atfll, an in- 
vestigation has been instituted, which 
win be pursued, till every fact, within 
reach, is ascertained. 

Uneoln Co,, Ky. Od. 2% 1830. . 
I am convinced the managers of 
your institution are not fully apprised 
of the many difficulties which exist 
in forming Sunday-schools. Many 
are ignorant, nor will they believe 
though a man declare it unto them, the 
benefits which will result from such 
establishments. Some are poor and 
not able to obtain the means of infer- . 
mation. Many who might contribute 
are opposed to giving any tbingi many 
•le prejudiced themselves, who are 
peisons of influence in their neigh- 
bourhood, and endeavour to preju- 
dice others against every thing where 
money is reqidred to support it They 
sny, all such establishments are money- 
making schemes, designed to benefit 
individuals, or to establish a religion. 
They are not in the habit, nor do they 
admit the propriety, of paying preach- 
ers. When they hear of agents em- 
ployed at considerable expense^ they 
use this as an argument agsdnst giving 
any thing that may be applied to their 



mpport ' I have an experimental 
knowledge of these difficulties, hav- 
ing organized a Bible society, and 
dragged on heavily for a number of 
years, without effecting much of what 
was most to be desred. .We passed a 
resolution to supply every family in 
the- county with a Bible within two 
years. Many were entirely destitute; 
others had not a full copy of the 
sacred book; yet the most destitute 
would not be prevailed upon to give 
sixty-two and a half cents for a well 
printed and a well bound copy. From 
this experiment it is easy to conjec- 
ture the difficulty of getting contri- 
butions to purchase any other kind of 
books. Tram the liberal contribu- 
tions made to carry into effect the re- 
solution of extending the benefits of 
, Sunday-school inStruetioQ throughout 
the Valley of the Mississippi, I was 
inddced to hope that a part might be 
appropriated at least to' assist with 
books, &c. at the commencement of 
such schools, ^nd after the people 
had been led to appreciate the bene- 
fits, they might then be induced to 
supply their own wants. Another dif- 
ficulty will be a want of teachers. In 
many neighbourhoocis where they are 
greatly needed, not an individual can 
be found who was ever within the 
walls of a • Sunday-school; they are 
plainly without the knowledge^ and 
the experieDc^ necessary for conduct- 
such an institution. Under all these dif- 
ficulties, and'many more I could men- 
tion, I am. resolved to make the ex- 
periment, and exercise all the pru- 
dence and energy I possess, to bring 
into general operation, a plan so evi- 
dentiy calculated, and so eminently 
blessed, to ameliorate the moral and 
he religip^us feelings of mankind, par* 
ticularly the rising generation. 
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▲LEXJLirDER'S XTIDSNCES. 

Ji Brief Outline of the Evidences of 
the Christian ReUgion, By Archi- 
bald Akxander^ Professor of Didac- 
tic and Pcdemic Theology in the 
Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
(N. J.) Revised and prepared by' 
the author, for the American Sun- 
day-School Union— pp. 232. Boards 
40 cts — bound 50 cts. (with usual 
discounts.) 

It will be many years, probably, be- 
fore the enemies^ of the Bible will 
cease to ridicule and abuse it* So 
long as their enmity to its precepts 
and doctrines remaii^s— ^and so long as 
they have any hope of persuading a 
angle soul to forsake its own mercies, 
and seek peace m the cold, sullen, 
hopeless . scheme of infidelity, — so 
long they will doubtless prosecute 
their work. It is necessary for those 
who love and believe the truth, to 
pfbclsum its evidejnce, and to strive by 
all proper means, to increase its pow- 
er and extend its reign of er the hearts 
and consdehces of men. We could 
wish that some plsdn^ simple statement 
could be made of the evidences of the 
Christian religion, in language that 
shall be perfectly intelligjible to the 
children and youth of pur land, Who 
compose our Bible-classes, or are 
among the elder pupils in Sabbath- 
Bchool^r-something that should "take" 
with young people, and which might 
be placed in the hands of every one 
who would be likely t-o be ensnared 
and destroyed by the enemies of reli* 
l^ion. There should be but little logic 
about it — no scholastic learnings — no- 
thing that requires the deep and long- 
continued attention of a disciplined 
mindf but something that shall be 
readily comprehended, quickly read, 
and well remembered. Such a work 
would be a treasure just now, when 



the enemy of all righteousness ia col^ 
lecting his streng^, and preparing lus 
chosen ones for a desperate conflict. 

Such a book as we have described^ 
would be a sprt of elemen^ry wcnrk 
on this subject, showing the few plain 
principles on which the defence of our 
faith rests. It woyld be milk, by'tbc 
use of which the mind would, become 
able Xo receive and digest the strong 
meats which Butter, Paley, Wilson, 
Gurney, Erskine, and our iiighly re- 
spected author, whose work is brfore 
us — so abundantly furnish. 
" Alexander's Evidences has been 
used as a text-book^ in many theolo- 
gical and classical seminaries. We 
think it l?as some decided advantages, 
as a book for general use, ov€5r Paley, 
which was the manual in this depart- 
ment in the institution* where 3^e mis^ 
spent four of the best years of life. 
Dj*. A's treatise is very plain; the ar- 
gument is easily and judiciously stated 
and illustrated, and the truth, thus de- 
fended,iStenforced, — always with great 
simplicity and earnestness, and often 
with 'eloquence. The direct, undis^ 
guised, simple manner of Dr. A., add* 
a rare persuasiveness to whatever he 
writes or says« and this is a pronunent 
bharacteristic of his Evidences. 

We have room bu,t for two short 
extracts from this little volume, which 
we heartily commend to all our read- 
ers, and especially to such as are em- 
ployed in ' teaching and defending a 
gospel, which many are attempting to 
vilify and destroy. , 

f* The exact fotce of testimony can- 
not be calculated- by rule, nor esti- 
mated by reason, but is known only 
from experience. Many things are 
believed on testimony with the most 

J * Harvard University- 
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unwayerine confidence, when we are 
utterly unfile to explain the precise 
g^ui^d on which our conviction rests. 
The sources of oiir information have 
been so numerous, and the same facts ' 
presented to us in so vany forms, that 
it is impossible to attribute to each its 
infiaence in gaining our assent. If 
we were asked, on what particular 
testimony we believe that ^there is 
such a place as Rome, or why we 
believe that such a person as Buona- 
parte lately figured in Europe, we 
could only answer, in the general, that 
multiplied testimonies of these facts 
had reached us, so that all possibility 
of doubting was excluded. The same 
assurance, and resting* on the same 
grounds, is experienced in relation to 
nets which occurred in i^es long 
past. "Who can bring himseltto doubt 
whether such persons as Julius Cxsar, 
Paul, Mohammed, Columbus, or Lu- 
tiier, ever existed? 

*«When we have g^ned evidence 
ta a certain amount, nothing is gained 
by the admission of more. The mind 
becomes, as it were, saturated, and no 
change in , its conviction is produced 
by multiplying witnesses. One sound 
demonstration of a theorem in mathe- 
matics, is as ^ood. as a hundred. A 
few upright witnesses who ag^ee, and 
are uncontradicted by other evidence, 
are as satisfactory as any conceivable 
number. On a trial" for murder, if 
there were a thousand witnesses who 
could attest the fact, a judicious court 
would not deem it necessary to ex- 
amine more than half a dozen, or, at 
most, a dozen, if there was a perfect 
agreement in their, testimony. Expe- 
rience ohly can inform us what degree 
of evidence will produce complete 
conviction 5 but; we may judge from 
former experience, what will be the 
effect of the same evidence in future? 
and from the effect on our own minds, 
what it will be oti the minds 6f others. 

" Testimony, not of the strongest 
kind, may be so corroborated by cir- 
cumstances, and especially, by the 
existing consequei^pes of the facts re- 
ported, that it may be rendered credi- 
ble, and even irresistible. Should a 
historian of doubtful credit attest, that 
an eclipse of the sun occurred on a 
certain day, and was visible in a cer- 
tain place; if we possessed no other 



evidence of the fact, it might be con- 
sidered doubtful whether the testi- 
mony was true or false; but, if by 
astronomical calculation it should be 
found, that there must have been an 
feclipse of the sun at that time, and 
visible at that place, the veracity of 
the witness, in this case, would be 
confirmed beyond all possibility of 
doubt. Or, should we find it record- 
ed by an anonymous author, that an 
earthquake, at a certain time, had 
overthrown a certain city ; without 
further evidence, we should yield but 
a feeble assent to the statement; but 
if, on personal observation, or by the 
report of respectable travellers, it was 
ascertained, that the ruins of an . an- 
cient city existed in that' place, we 
should consider the truth of the his- 
tory sufiiciently established. 

"The evidences of the Christian 
religion may be sufficient, and yet not 
so strong as inGvitahly to produce 
conviction. Our conduct .in tiie pur- 
suit and reception of truth, may be 
intended by our. Creator, to be an im- 
portatit part of that probation to which 
we are. subjected; and, therefore, the 
evidence 01 revelation is not so great 
as to be irre^stible; but is of such a 
kind, that the sincere and diligent in- 
quirer will be in no danger of fatal 
mistake, while men of pride and pre- 
judice, wiho prefer darkness to light, 
will be almost sure to err." pp. 70, 
n, 72. 

" The salutarjr. effects of the gospel 
on those individuals who cordially 
embrace it, furnish the most manifest 
proof of its divinity. How often, by 
the secret but powerful influence of 
the truths of the Bible, have the proud 
bjeen humblled; the impure rendered 
chaste; the unjust, honest; the cruel 
and revengeful^ meek "and forgiving; 
the drunkard, temperate; the profane, 
reverent ; and the false swearer and 
liar, conscientious in declaring* nothing 
but the truth! Under the influence 
of what other system are such salu- 
tary changes effected? Will it be 
said, that many who profess to expe- 
rience such a change, prove them- 
selves to, be hypocrites? Admitted; 
but does this evince tliat they who 
give evidence of sincerity by the most 
incontestable proofs, all their lives, 
are also hypocrites? All men wish to 
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he thought hone«t$ but if many are 
■discovered to be ki^ives, does this 
prove that there is not an hosest man 
in the world? 

^^'^ But however this argument may 
•affect those who have h^ no expe- 
rience of the power of the gospel, it 
will have great weight with dl tiiose 
who have, by means of the tnith, been 
converted mm the error of their 
ways. There are thousands who can 
attest tiiat they have experienced the 
^iitaiy efficacy of the Bible, in turn- 
ing th^maway fronn their iniquities, 
aiid ehkindling within them the love 
Kji God and of virtue. They cannot 
l>ut believe that the Christian rdigion 
is from God, for they are persuaded 
that no imposture could sor elevate and 
sanctify the mind; — ^tbat no human de- 
vice could pcssess siich a power over 
thfc conscience and the. heart as they 
liave experienced from the Scriptures. 
These persons, therefore^ may truly 
he said to have the witness of the tru^ 
in themselves. 

*<But there ^is an efficacy in the 
truths of the Bible, not only to g^ide 
and santtify, but also fo afford -conso- 
lation to the afflicted in body or mind. 
Indeed, the gospel brings peace into 
every bosom where it is cordially re- 
ceived. When the Conscience is 
fiierced with the stingd of guilt, and 
^khe soul writhes under a wo^nd which 
no human medicine can heal, the pro- 
mises of the gospel are like die balm 
of Gilead, a sover^g^ cure for this 
intolerable and deeply seated malady. 
Under their -cheering influence, the 
1>roken spirit is hesdeo, and the burden 
ofdespah*is removed fkr away. The gos^ 
pel, like an angel of mercy, -can bring 
consolation into the dairkest scenes ^ 
adversity: it can penetrate the duog^n, 
and soothe the sorrows of the penitent 
Iti his chains, and on his bed of straw. 
It has power to give counige to the 
lieart, and brighten the countenance of 
the man who meets death on the soaf" 
fold or on the gibbet, if its precious 
invitations to the chief of nnners be 
smcerely embraced. It mitigates the 
aorrows of the bereaved, and wipes 
away the bitter tears occanoned by 
the painful sepi^ration of affectionate 
fnends and relatives. By the bright 
prospects which it opens, and the 
lively hopes which it inspires, the 

Vol.. \IU—4B 



darkness t»f the tomb is iOuniiiatbd; 
so that Christians ate enabled, in fiitli 
of the resurrection of the body, to 
commit the remains of their dearest 
friends to the secure sepulchre, in 
confident hope that after a short sleep 
they will awake to life everlasting. 

• '* The cottages of the. poor are often 
blessed with the consolations of the 
gospel, which is peculiarfy adapted to 
the children of affliction and poverty. 
It was one of the signs of Jesus being 
the true Messiah, *that tlie poor had 
the g^pel preached imto them.* 
Among them it produces contentment, 
resignatioh, mutual kindness, and the 
longing after immortality. The agdl 
and innrm, who by the gradual failure 
of their faculties, or by disease an4 
decrepitude, are shut out fiwra the 
business and enjoyments of this worid^ 
may And in the word of God a fbun^ 
tain of consolation. T^ev may, while 
imbiied with its celestial spirit, look 
updn the world without the least re- 
^t for its loss, and may rejmce iit 
the prospect before them, with a joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. The 
gospel can render tolerable, even the 
yoke of slavery, and the chains of the 
oppressor. How often is the pious 
slave, through the blessed influence of 
the word of God, a thousand timei 
happier than his lordly master! He 
cares net for this short deprivation <^ 
liberty; he knows and feels that he vt 
*€hrist*s freeman,' and believes * that 
ail thmgs work tc^ther for his good^* 
and that * these fight afflictions whicK 
are for a moment, wiJA work out fbr 
him a far more exceecBng and etemat 
weight of glory!' But, moreover, tlua 
glorious gospel is an antidote te death 
Itself. He that does the sayings of 
Christ shall never taste of death: that 
is, of death as a curse; — ^he shall never 
feel the envenomed sting' of death. 
How often does it overspread the 
spirit of the departing saint with se- 
renity} How often does it elevate, 
and ml with celestial, joy^ the soul 
which is just leaving the earthly hou^e 
of this taberoadeJ . It actualW renders^ 
in many instances, the bed or the dying 
a place of sweet repose. No terrors 
hover over them; — ^no anxiouscare cor- 
rodes their roirit— no burden oppresses 
the heart A]lislieht;«-Hilli8 hope and 
and assuranoe^^-aJl bjqy Midtrittfll^ 
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^'NoWy the Question to be decided 
i% whether i^ book which is re|)lete 
irith Mich MibURie and correct views 
of Uieology { which exhibits the true 
history and true character of man, 
without flattery, distortion, or ezag- 
geratioDi and which possesses an as* 
tomshinr power of penetrating the 
human heart and affecting the con- 
sdence \ which gives us. information 
pn the very points with wluch it is 
most important that we should be 
acquainted ; which opens to us the 
future world, and shows us how we 
may attain to its felicity and glory; 
which exhibits a perfect system of 
moral duty, adapted to our nature and 
drcomstancefl^ and free from all the 
defects of other ^rstems of morality, 
foibiddin^ nothing which is innocent, 
and requiring nothing which is not 
reasonable and virtuous; which re- 
duces all duty to a few general prin- 
dfrfes, and yet illustrates the applica- 
tion (^ these principles by a multitude 
of particular precepts addressed to 
persons in every relation of life, and 
exemplifies them by setting before us 
tiie lives of holy men, who are por- 
trayed according to truth, with such 
imperfections as experience teaches 
us belong to the best men;— which 
delineates the character of Jesus 
Christy the founder of Christianity, 
with such a perfection of moral ex- 
ceUences* bv nnaply relating his worda^ 
actionsy ana sufferings, that nothing 
can be taken from it or added to it, 
without detracting from its worth;— 
and finally, whic£ contains the true 
sources of consolation for every spe- 
cies of human suffering^ and comtort 
in death itself. I say, is it reasonable 
to believe, that such a book is the pro- 
duction of vile impostors; and espe- 
ciallv, of uneducated fishermen of 
Galilee? Would such men have fallen 
infto no palpable blunders in theology 
or morality? Could they have preserv- 
so beautiful a harmony and consistency 
between all the parts? Could they have 
exhibited such a character as that of 
Jesus Christ, and while they introduce 
him acting and speakinp^ so often, and in 
circumstances so peculiar and difficult, 
never ascribe to him any error or 
weakness, in word or deed? Would 
impostors have denounced all manner 
of falsehood and deceit, as is done in 



the New Testament? Would they 
have insisted so much on holines9, 
even in the thoughts and purposes of 
the heart? Could they have so per- 
fectiy adapted their forgery to the 
constitution of the human mind, and 
to the circumstances of men? Is it 
probable that they would have pos- 
sessed, the wisdom to avoid all the 
prejudices of th^ir nation, and all con* 
nexion with existing sects and civil 
institutions? And, finally, could they 
have provided so effectually for the 
consolation of the afflicted? What man 
now upon earth could have composed 
even the discourses, said by the evan- 
gelists to have been spoken by Christ ^ 

« If any man can brinjg^ himself, after 
an impartial examination of the Scrip- 
tures, to believe that they were wnt- 
ten by unprincipled impostors^ then 
he may believe, that an untutored 
savage might construct a ship of the 
Kne; that a child might hare written 
the Iliad, or Pahadisr Lost; or 
even> that the staiTy firmament was 
the work of mere creatures. No; it 
cannot be that this book is a forgery: 
— No man, or set of men, ever had 
sufficient talents and knowledge to 
forge such a book as the Bible. It 
evidently transcends all human effort. 
It has upon its fiice the impress of .di- 
vinity. It shines with a light, which» 
from its clearness and its splendour,, 
shows itself to be celestial It pos- 
sesses the energy and penetrating in- 
fluence, which bespeak the omnipo- 
tence and omniscience of its Author. 
It has the effect of enlightening, ele- 
vating, purifying, directing, and com- 
forting all those who cordially receive 
it Surely, then, it is th« wokd of 
God, and we will hold it fast^ as the 
best blessing which God has vouch- 
safed to man. 

**0 PRECIOUS oospKi.! Will any 
merciless hand endeavour to tear 
away from our hearts this best, this 
last, this sweetest consolation? Would 
you darken the only avenue through 
which one ray of hope can enter? 
Would you tear from the aged and 
infirm poor, the only prop on which 
their souls can repose in peace? 
Would you deprive the dying of their 
only source of consolation? Would 
you rob the world of its richest trea- 
sure? Would you let loose the flood- 
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gates of every vice, and bring back 
«pon the earth, the horrors of super- 
stition, OF the atrocities of atheism? 
Then endeavour to subvert the gospel 
— throw around you the firebrands of 
infidelity — lau^h at reli^on, and make 
a mock of futurity; but be assured 
that for all tliese things God will bring 
you into judgment. But no: I will 
not believe that any who reflect on 
what has be^i said in these pages, will 
ever cherish a thought so diabolical. 
1 will persuade myself, that a regard 
for the welfare (rf'their country, if no 
higher motive, will induce them to re- 
spect tiie Christian religion. And 
every pious heart will say, bAthsb 

LET THE SUN BE BABKEKSD IN THE 
KBAVEirS, THAN THE PBECIOUS LIGHT 
OF THE eOSPEL BE BXTINeUISHSB !*' 

p. 220— 228. 

English EdiHon: — Since writing the 
above, we have seen the notice of an 
English edition of this work, publish- 
ed in Edinburgh and London, the 
observations of the editor of the Lon- 
don Sunday-School Teacher's Maga- 
zine and Journal of Education, con- 
tsuned in a ^hort review of the work, 
are subjcMned:— 

** The century we live in has certainly 
not been rendered notorious by such a 
determined opposition being manifest- 
ed against the Christian cause, as was 
ejdubited in the one which has past. 
For this we think we are indebted to 
the 2ealous and succeissful endeavours 
of those learned Christians, who ag- 
nalized themselves by writing in de- 
fence of its holy prindples and divine 
origin. Thus, no sooner did the infi- 
4el treatises of Hume, Voltaire, or 
paine, make their appearance arming 
the opponents to Christianity, and an- 
noying its believers, than they were 
refuted in a masterly and conclusive 
^le by its champions, Beattie, Wat- 
son, Campbell, and many others. The 
unanswerable appeals of these emi- 
nent Christians have completely over- 
turned all the sophisms of the famous 
infidels of the eighteenth century, and 
exposed them to the jeer of all per- 
sons, who, possessing common sense, 
will apply it in its proper manner. 



The consequence has been that in our 
day, the writings of those arch-infidelt 
are little read, whilst the replies of oor 
Christian heroes remain almost aspopu* 
lar as when they first appeared. > 

Although we have no great cause to 
lament tiie increase of those works 
which attempt to throw doubt upon 
the truth of Christianity, yet it must 
not be concealed, that infidelity is still 
found amongst us, and that there stiD 
exists a great number of veiy promising 
young persons, who have imbibed false 
notions from the arch-infidels just 
named. So satisfaetorily has our holy 
religion has been proved to be eettoine 
and authentic, yet we have sul caupe 
to regret the existenc^r ^ough per- 
haps only to a limited extent, of imU- 
viduals who, though not its professed 
enemies, fiincy they have .sufficient 
cause to doubt its truth, and to OOn- 
tinue neutral. Cfpen professors of un- 
belief aj*6 in our dny not veiy common^ 
and even they are prindpally of the 
most disreputable part of society. BUt 
private professors are more numerous 
than we should be led at 'first to sup- 
pose, and the greater proportion con- 
sists of young ])ersons, who obtun just 
sufficient learning to suffer their mmds 
to be led astray, by the natural bias of 
the human mind, which is always de- 
sirous of bemg free from dther moral 
or reHipious restraint. Added to this, 
we may notibe that there exists a die- 
feet in our literature, which pei^ps 
greatly contributes towards these fiUse 
notions. This defect is, that two of 
our most popular historianshave inter- 
larded in their writings,. &e principles 
of unbelief and tontempt of Cfanstt- 
anity. Though w^ cannot also but 
blame the great inconsistency of tibe 
persons themselves, who suffer their 
minds to be prejudiced by the sceptic, 
without entertaininp^ even the curionty 
of dearing to examme his asseition% or 
perusing works on the oppositie side of 
the argument. 

<*It beqomes, therefore, a matter of 
most serious consequence, that patents 
should be ever anxious not merely to 
make their children acquainted with 
the rudiments of learning, but also that 
they should, as they advance in years, 
place in their hands, next to the Bible, 
suitable works in defence of its divine 
origin and mspiration, and of the utter 
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MMiCBity of wch a tevelKlMm. For it 
m ft weU-loBOwn hct^ that yeiy few 
Tovag penoos will of themselyes ever 
be mae sepsbte of the paramount 
importance of Holy Writ; whilst thej 
would very eagerly desire to look into 
ftiqr other work. This is principally 
owing to the natural enmitjr the heart 
of man entertains for divine things, 
espnecially as the word of God exposes 
all its fikiunga and faults. 

*Ob thia important subject^ the 
]Niblicaticm belore us claims par^ 
ticular notioe. This *' Outline of the 
Eridenceaof Christianity*' is just the 
work we would have perused by all 
young persona of either sey, as a means 
ef arnW them against the attacks of 
professed iniid^ and thus enabling 
tbem to defend the Bible ag£unst all 
the machinations of its enemies: while 
•t the same time it confirms them in 
their holy faith. This little work Was 
originaUy published in the United 
States and its merits are ftilly attested 
by the lact of its having gone through 
three editions within the space of a 
twelvemontik Shortly after its pub- 
lication it was introduced as a class- 
book in many of the private and pub- 
iie schools of that country, among 
Which may be named, the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, in New Jer- 
sey; Nassau Hall College; Yale Col- 
lege; Nashville College; &o. &&, be- 
mdes which it obtained a rapid circu- 
bction among many Christian families 
of various denominations. 

•* For the further information of our 
leaders, we shall insert the contents of 
each of the chapters of this very in- 
teresting and useful publication. 

CONTENTS. 

Jnlrodudton.'^The rightuseof Rea- 
«on in Religion. 

I. It is impossible to banish all re- 
ligion from the world; and if it Were 
posMble, it would l^e the greatest 
calamity which could befall the human 
face. 

U. If Christianity be rejected, there 
is no other religion which-can be sub- 
stituted in its place; at least, no other 
which will at all answer the purpose 
Ibr which Religion is desirable. 

ni. There is nothing* improbable or 
unreasonable in the idea of a Revela- 
^km ftom God; and consequently no- | 



thing improbable or unreasonable in 
such a manifest divine interposition* 
as may be necessary to establish a re* 
velation. 

IV. Miracles are capable of proof 
from testimoi)y. 

V. The Miracles of the Gospel are 
credible. 

VI. The Bible contains predictiona 
of events, which no human sagacity 
could have foreseen, and which have 
been exactly and remarkably accom- 
plbbed. 

Vn. No other religion possesses the 
same kind and deg^e of evidence, as> 
Christianity; and no other miracles are 
as well attested, as those recorded in 
the Bible. 

yiU. The Bibljs cont^ns interna) 
evidence that its origin is divine. 

Thus it will be perceived, tliat this 
'•Outline" contains every thing that 
can possibly be expected in a work of 
the kind. We woiud most strenuously 
recommend. this little pjlblication to 
the heads of JTamilies, to Sunday-school 
teachers, and to all Christians who de- 
sire to be made acqusunted with the 
evidences upon which their holy reli. 
gion depends. 



JIEW AEBAirOEMSNT. 

With this number, we close ano- 
ther year of our labour, and we also 
close the seventh and last volume of 
the Magazine in its present form. A 
preface, contents and index accom- 
pany this numb^ to bind with tiie 
volume. 

Tlie next number will be published 
on the first of April, and \nll contaui 
ninety-sii pages, with an engraving. 
The four numbers which will be is- 
sued during the year, will make a vo- 
lume of nearly four hundred pages, 
and will contain such articles of gene- 
ral and permanent interest to Sunday- 
school teachers, and the friends of 
Christian Education, as the lapse of 
a year may furnish. The volume for 
1831 will be the eighth of the con- 
tinued series, and the first of a new 
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So that those who subscribe 
now for the first time, will have a 
oomplete work, as well as those who 
continue their subscriptions. That our 
readers may understand the design of 
the' Board in adopting these new 
measures, it may be well to state, 
that the weekly paper (the publica- 
tion of which will be commenced in 
January,) will be a journal of facts 
and observations connected with the 
great subject of Christian Education, 
espediQly in Sunday-schools. 

It win defend the Sabbath, on the. 
pareservation and consecration of which 
the whole system of Sunday-school in- 
struction rests. It will define and en- 
force the duties growing out of the 
relation of parent and child, master 
and ap^prentice, teacher and pupil^ so 
fiur as education is concerned. It will 
urge tilie importance of Bible class in- 
struction, and suggest plans of forming 
and instructing them. It will treat of 
the qualification and duties of super- 
intendents and teachers, of the orga- 
nization, discipline and exercbes of 
■dhools, of the uses and abuses of 
Sunday-school libraries, of the charac- 
ter of books and the manner of dis- 
tributing and reading them. 

There will also be auch general 
intelligence as may have a bearing on 
the great cause in which we are en-, 
gaged, and such as may encourage 
and excite the religious teacher in the 
prosecution of his work. We shall 
record those providences of God by 
which the friends, advocates and ac^ 
tive supporters of Sunday-schools are 
removed, and shall give such notices 
of Sunday-school anniversaries and 
meetings as may be likely to interest 
our readers. 

It may well be supposed that much 
of the matter which will fill our week- 



ly sheet, will be of temporaiy interest 
From every series of thurteen num- 
bers many articles may, however, be 
selected, which will be of permanent 
value and worthy of reference, if not 
of re-examinatign. These we shall pre- 
serve in our magazine, together with 
such original or aelected articles aa 
may seem most suitable to the design 
of that work. The value of the ma« 
gazine wilj be greatly increased by 
the engraving which will accompany 
each number. 

The price of the Magazine is not 
altered. It is still one dollar and fifty 
cents per annum. 

By the single number — SRy cents. 
The volume of four numbers jgl 50. 

The Journal will be two dollars per 
annum in advance, or two dollars and 
fifty cents, after three months. 

Either publication may be obtained 
on application by letter, or otherwi^, 
to A. W. Corey, 140 Nassau st. N. Y. 

B. W. Tappan, Cincinnati, Ohio., 

A. Cnunpton, Pittsburg, Pa. 

E. Vernon, Utica, N. Y. 
or at the Depoatory of the Societv, 
No. 146 Chesnut street, PhUada. 



DONATIONS xeodved by the i 

day School Union, ftom October IStii, to 
November ISth, 1830— indurive. 

I. UIiriSTEBS UEMBEBS FOR LITE, 

By the payment of thirty doUarSj and- 
upwards. 

Ladies of New Providence, Ten. Con- 
gregation, to constitute their pastor, 
2ie Rev. Isaac Anders<Hi, D. D. a 
life member, per Rev. Gideon S. 
White, agent, £f30 00 

HMembers of Welsh Pres. Church, of 
Ebensburg, Fa. to constitute tiidr 
pastor, the Rev. Geo. Roberts, a life 
member, in part, 17 09 

ULailies in Wheeling, Va. in additioi^ 
to £^23,93 paid before, to constitute 
the Rev Wm. Wyfie, a life member, 
in part, 3 00 

Rev. Zebulon Ely,* ot' Lebanon, Con. 

by his son, Rev. t)r. £. S. Ely,' 30 00 
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Deeembefj 



n. OTBXB MBXBISS VOB LIVl, 

By the payment of thirty doUara^ and 
upwards. 

LneiiMia H. Hall, of Wilmington, DeL 30 00 
• fO, P. OlButad, OomeMee, Livingi- 

toB, Co. N. Y. 30 00 

ICbarkt Shepard, DuMTille Village, 

N. Y. l»y his mother. Bin. Elizabeth 

Skcpaxd, 30 00 

Eaim Style* Ely, Jan.* by his &ther 

Rer. Dr. £. S. Ely, 30 00 

Bsim & Duffleld Ely,* by do. do. SO 00 
Mary Ann Ely,* by her &ther, do. 30 00 
Mrk Mary Ann Ely; by her husband, 

do. 40 00 

in. AKXVAL SVB80EIBBB8, 

By tht payment of thru doUara and 
.upwards. 

tS. W. Smith, of Danrille, Livingston 

Co. N* Y. 1830, 3 00 

^ames McNair, Esq. 9lMUrta, N. York, 

1830, 3 00 

John 8a b«v^"; Esq. Cindnnati, Ohio, 

1130, 3 00 

|Wm. Learning, Oroveknd, Livingston 

Co. N. Y. do. 3 00 

t Asa Woodford, Mount Morris, Livings- 
ton, Co. N. Y. do. 3 00 

Chivies Yamall, PhUad. 1830, 3 oo 

ly. DOVATIOVS TO THB 0BB1BAK lUlTS. 

*CaigKgation of North Canaan, N. Y. 7 50 
*Mlss A. Fiason, Richmond, N. Y. 19 

•Mis. Margaret Stiliwell, Cambridge, do. 5 00 
fVnA Dutch Ch. in Bhinebeck, N. Y. 

balance, « 00 

tSouth Dutch Ch. in Albany do. do. 1 00 
fFirst Pies. Ch. in Albany, do. do. 5 00 
tTliiee gentlemen of the Second Pre*. 

Ch. in Albany, 15 00 

^Newark, Wayne Co. N. Y. contribution 

on the Sabbath, , 2 64 

tRev. Beiy. Baily of N. Y. and three of 

bii children, 05 

XDanville, 2f. K-Rev. Robert Hubbard, «l; Jae. 
Cahoon, 50cts. M. Van Campen, 25cts. R. A. 
Faulkner, SSU J. Hall, 75cts. C. E. Clark, £1; 
S. Shannon, l; Dr. Wm. H. Reynale, 1; B. C. 
Cook, Esq. 50ets. Dr. Wm. F. Clark, £;i. 

X'^arta, N. F*— Samuel McNair, JSl; John 
McNair, 50cts. Margaret McNair, «3. 
Centre Co Fa. S. S. U. per ^Mr. Loury, 3 00 
ICollection taken at the meeting of the 

Fenobscott AssociatJon in the Bap- 
tist Ch. of Dover, Me. of which Rev. 

T. Robinson is pastoi-, 7 00 

fMrs. Morton, of Banger, Maine, 13 

f Collection in the Ch. at Hamden, Me. 

of which the Rev. Mr. Loper is Pastor, 2 81 
f CoUeetion at the Lincoln Bi^. Asso* 

dation, held in the Snd. Baptist Ch. 



in Thomaston, Me. of which the Rev. 

Job C. Washburn is Pastor, 11 34 

f J. S. Cai'ey, of Leeds, Maine, 18 

f Collection at the Bordenham Assoda- 

tion, convened in first Bap, Ch. in 
^ Lisbon, Maine, 2 04 

f Collection at the Oxford Bap. Asso. 

convened with Bap. Ch. in BcidgeUm, 

Me. Rev. Mr. Wiman, pastor, 2 98 

Dr.Thos. W» Merri wether of Chariottes- 

ville, Va. S 00 

Joh'h W. C. Watson, Charlottesville, Va. S 82 
Several Individuals, do. 2 18 

CoUeetion in Brick Church of Wilming- 
ton, Del. per Mr. Thomas MeCorkle, 19 00 
fMrs Margaret Carswell, of Philad., 10 00 
tMr. TreadweH, of Albany, N. Y. 1 00 

tBaptist Ch. of Troy, N. Y. (£^15 paid 

before,} of which 30 are to constitute 

their pastor the Rev. Benjamin M. 

Hill a Ufe member, 20 00 

tSecond Pre*. Ch. of Troy, N. Y. 

50,88 reported before, 2 00 

fFirst Pves. Ch. of Albany, N. Y. 104 

13cts. reported before, IS 00 

fPres. Ch. t^ Goaben, N. Y. of which 

30 are to constitute their pastor the 

Rev. Ezra FiskjD.D. a life member, 57 40 
fPm, Ch. of Fferida, Orange Co. N. Y. 

of which 30 are to constitute tfadr 

pastor, the Rev. Chas. Cummins, D. 

D. a life member, 34 02 

^Holtidayiburtfhj Pa— Jdin Swoop, igf 1; Peter 
Hewit 1; P. Smith, 50cts; Mn. Martha Knox, 
of Newry, SS^ 

P Jairfg'fl^,—Miss Ann Walker, igf 1; Mrs. , Su- 
san Walker, 50cU; Bhur and Margazecta Wal- 
ker, 51ct8; Miss E Haddon, £{1; Jane Gillespie^ 
25ct8; Barbara Blair, £;i; Aksander Hendeiv 
son, 50cts; Mr. Buchanan's Eunily, 1 56; S. H. 
Long of the United States Army, 5 oa 

XSpgrta, N* F.— Margaret McNkir, 5D eCs. 
Wm. D. McNair, SS^ Mn liom Day, 50 eta; 
Hugh McNair, Esqr, 50 cts; Hugh McNair, Jr. 
Esqr. 50 cts. 

tOenne*seef N.T^Z. N. Buel, B^i A.Ayraalt, 
2; £.Can, 50 cts; C.Hamilton, JS^ ; Mrs. Ralston, 
50 cts; ••• «2; H Ferris, 50 cts; A Beach gl; 
Rev. A Fonnan, 10 cts; H. Aplin, 25 ctS) £d> 
win Barnard, 50 cu; Jacob, B. Hall, £fl; Tru- 
man Hastings, Esqr. 1; E H. Perkins, 50 cts; 
A. N. King, 25 cts; Aaron Skinner, 25 cts; 
Peter Turner, 25 cts. 

iCh-ovelandf If. F*— M. Johnson, £^1; Mi^ 
D. Kelly, I; Michael Roupe, 1; A. Herrison, 
50 cts; S. Culbertson, 50 cts; S. Vance 50 eta; 
Jas. Rosebrough, Mr. Doty and others, £f 1; Dr. 
Lyons, 50 cts; John Culbertson, 50 cts; J. R. 
Rosebrough, 50 cts; J. W. Merrell, 50 ets; R. 
Culbertson, 25 cts; Jas. Culbertson, 25 cts; Jep- 
tha A. Miller, 25 cts; Chas. Hendershot, 25 cts; 
M. Jones, 25 cts; ^rs. Yandervinter, 25 «tss 

XMouni Norritf N, F.— Children of Aaa 
Woodford's fiunily, 28 cts; John Pratt, 01; K. 
M. Pratt, 25 cts; Oliver Stanley, £;2; A young 
ftiend, 19 cts; John Bear, 25 cts; Pebody Pratt^ 
50 cts; J. Beach, 25 cts; Mrs. Eunice BcMb, 
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35 cts; Jm. Conkey, £;i; Mrs. Sleeper, 25 cts; 
Leman Stanlejr, 50 cts; Four Children of Mr. 
T. 25 cts; Isaac N. Robinson, 50 cts. 

§Hager*t«fum, Md^—JBM, Fer^son, 920; Jno. 
Kennedy, 5; Jno. W. Kennedy, 5; Louisa Ken- 
nedy, 5; Sarah Kennedy, 5; Hugh Kennedy, 30; 
Sftmuel Steel, 20; John McCurdy, 10; Jacob 
ReitzeU, SfS; John Curry, 1} Robert Douglass, 5; 
Wm. Marshall, 5; A. Johnson, 3; D. Patterson, 5; 
Jas. J. Merrick, gS; Mrs. Robertson, 1; Maiv 
tin Rickenbaugh, 3; Dr. Jno. Reynolds, 1; Mrs. 
Reynolds, 1; Miss A. M. Hoge, 50 cU; Miss 
Leeds, £^2; Isabella Johnson, 50 cts; Dr. Mar- 
tin, jgl; Eliza Harry, 1; Eliza Deery, 1; Wm. 
Aniba, 50 cts; D. Sprigg, £^3; Miss Nichobon, 
1{ Henry Winter, 1 50 cts; Richard Ragan, 3; 
Wm. W. Beecher, 1; B. Beecher, 1; Cash, 1. 

§mncfiester, Fa.— John Page, JK5; Ann Cook, 
5; C. J. Brent, 5; A. D. Alexander, 3; Clark, 
5; L. P. Dandridge, 5; N: S. Dandridge, 2 50 
cts; Lydia Brown, 35 cts; Robert Tisdale, £^1; 
Mrs. Frye, 1; Catharine Heber, 1; Mary Bush, 
5; A. Ransdale, 1; Samuel H. Davis, 3 50 cts; 
Mrs. King, 1; t. J. Redman, 50 cts; D. Deahl, 
3S1; Elizabeth Riddle, 5; Robert Russel, 1; Mrs. 
Gnres, 1; Mrs. Gilkesoo, 1; Mrs. Aulick, 50 cts; 
Barbara Miller, 25 cts; Mrs. John Miller, «2; 
Mr. Dutton, 5; Mrs Eicleberger, 1; Ann Holli- 
day, 3; J. Somenrille, 50 cts; Miss F^on, 35 
cts; Cash from sundry individuals, £(43 35 cts; 
CoL Richard Varick, of New York SSlOO, 

V. XISSIOITART TJJKD. 

Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 

thcfoUowing Sodeties Auxiliary, 
Illinois State Union, per C. P. Grosve- 

nor. Missionary, 3 00 

SnowhiU, Md. S. S. U. 3 00 
Brick Ch. S. 8. of. King and Green 

Co, va. 3 00 

Abingdon Va. Female S. S. 3 00 

Greenville Va. S. S. U. 3 00 

Butler S. S. Butler Co. Pa. 3 00 
I^banom 3* S. Asso. Mifflin ToMrnship, 

Alleghany Co. Pa. 3 00 

**Princeton, Kentucky, S. S. U. 3 00 

**GrBensbnrg, Ky. S. S. 3 oo 

SONATIOirS. 

Sabbath-school at Rome, N. Y. 14 00 

Philad. City S. S. Concert of prayer for 
November, Off which g3 37 cts, is ftmn 
F. S. S. of IstPres. Ch.and £^1 10 cts 
from Infant school of do. 13 87 

Phifaid. Western S. S. Concert of prayer 
for November, 1 27 

Bridgeton N. J. S. S. Concert of prayer, 
per Levi Stratton, 5 63 

VI. BONATIOirS TO THE TALL^T OV THE 
MISSIiSIPPI TUKD. 

^Congregation in Charlton, N. York, Rev. Mr. 
Clancey, Pastor, gl4 81 

• do. in Stillwater, N.Y., Rev. 

Mr. Cheever, Pastor, 13 77 

• do. in Schaghtiooke, 7 73 



'Congregation in Galway, N« Y., Rev. 

Mr. Main, Pastor, ss 91 

* do. do» Rev« 

Mr. Demming, Putor, 14 00 

of which S^l each was received fVom 
Masters Edward and Charles Dela- 
van, of Albany, to send books to 
children in the West. 
•Dr. Gale, of Troy,. N. Y. 10 00 

A Friend of Sabbath-schools, per Edw. 

Cope, Missionary, 10 00 

^Fredericktowrif Md^^FreA* A. Schley, gS; 
Mrs. Mary Bulkley, 5 ; Yal. Birely, 5 ; A. Lo> 
rantz, 1; Miss E. L. Davis, 1; R. W. Ritchie, 
1; Mr. Madra, 1; J. W. Thomas, 1; F. Thomas, 
•3; L. P. W. Balch, 50 els; E. M. Balch, 50 cts; 
Virginia Balch, 13} cts i. Thos. B. W. Balch, 
13| cts; Mrs. Mary Ott,£;i; Miss A. C. Wilson, 
1; A. E. Engles, 50 cts; E. S. Engles, il^ cts; 

A. E. Fisher, 50 cts; Mrs. H. Fisher, fSl ; Mr. 

B. Norris, 5; A Lady of Norwich, Conn. 1. 
^Penru Ta/fey, Po^-John Lyon,£;iO; David 

Duncan, 1; David Cook, 1; J..Gil]elaiid, L 
iJDr. C. Cobum, of Aaronsburg, Pa., 1 00 
IJGenl. J. Iwrin, <,dow do. S 00 

IJMrB. A Harris, Bellefonte, 1; Mrs. Mary 

Kerr, Huntington, 5 00 

yCoUectioii in Aleiuuulria, Pa. Ch. Rev. 

J. Peebles, Pastor, n 99 

Nichokd Brown, Eaqr., V. Pres. Provi- 
dence, R. I. 100 00 
Pittsburg, Pa.—Mrs. M. Robinstn, JRIO; A. 
Bxackenridge, 10; W. W. Fetterman, 8 50 eta; 
Wm. Porter, 5; Jno. Albrie, 5; Benj. Page, 5; 
J. Kirkwood, 5 ; Miss Mary Herron, 5; Aaron 
Williams, 3; Jaoob Hall, 8 50 cts; E. O. Jones, 
5; eI G. Jones, 1; Thompson Bell, 50 els: Ro- 
bert Scott, 3 50 cts; Jsaac R. Smith, 10. 
Rev. James M<Aboy, Agent, being one 

half of his subscription in Pittsbar|;, 85 00 
A Lady in the neigkbourhood of Prince- 
ton, N. Jersey, per Rev. Dr. Alex- 
ander, g 00 
Subscription of a '^ Poor Sinnor," 10 00 
From Rev. Geo. Jonldn, on acooont of ~^ 

his pledge of «300, as follows, viz: 

Collection in Shiloh Church, Pa. S8 14 

do. Danville^ Pa. 87 43 

do. Washingtonville^ Pa. 7 00 

do. Penndl Church, 05 

From a Friend in Muney, 1 oo 

73 81 

Xtifewark, N. /.—From the Teachers con- 
nected with the First Pres. Ch. vizj Wm, Tut- 
tie, «5; Jesse Baldwin, 5; J. W. Poineer, 5; F, 
A. Francisco, 5 ; F«;ter Jacobus for his ctass, 
10; Mrs. A. J. Riggs, 10; Miss Beach, 1; Jesse 
Baldwin, Jr. 5. Total g4fi 00 

Children of the same ichool, 8 04 

Collection at Teachers* Union Monthly 

Concert, j| yg 

From Teachers of the S. S. of the Second Pies. 
Ch. viz: Hon. Theo. Freinghuysen, «85; Julia 
Ward, 10; Alex. N. Dougherty, 3; Children's 
Collection, 20 17 cU. Total £^58 17. Collection at 
tiia Public Meeting, «17; Mrs. M. BlomeU, 3 ; 
Mrs. Roff, 1 A) cts; John Taytor, 5; Isaae BaU- 
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wte, la ; J. C HornMowfr, 5; DsvM Bid], 5 ; 
H X* King, t; HjttJb A\ym^ 5; Jo*. J. Tueker, 
I; tend Tichenor, 10; S. L. BaMwin, l; P. H. 
ftrter, S; Mn. Keoi, 3; Ja*. K. RobioMn, 10; 
J. K B. Maxtrall, f; Drew Hftll, I; T. LyiMii, 
t; Stephen Ddiib, 1; A. Johmon, Jn 10; Mra. 

A. E. Smidl, 5; a WoodnifT, S ; 3ms, Connet, 
ID CM ; J. 6. BnMdwell, 1; Am WbitdiCAd, S; 
Jann Bnicn, 5 ; Momx Baldwin, 1 ; D. D. 
Cnuv, 4 ; Ja*. Tichenor, 1 ; Mn. S. Bcaeh, 3 ; 
Chat. Baldwin, 1 ; Hmry Holden, S ; William 
ftnmn(^on, S; Stiaa Condit, 5; John Poineer, 
J; Dr. U A. Smith, 1; Jo*. N. Tattle, «; La- 
dfe* of the Second Pre*. Ch. W Off; B. M. Bar- 
lit, M cto ; DaTid Alfing, 3 50 eta ; Mn. A. 
Pomttn, 10; Mim T. Forman, 6 ; Mn. Com- 
■rinipi, 3; Dn J. B. Jaeluon, 2; Stephen Haya, 
4; Wni. Sterrm, 1; J. C. Garthwaite, 1; Win. 
Gnrthwaite, 5; O. S. Halsted, 3; J. W. Hafea, 
8 1 Rv8«ll Heath, 1 ; M. Day, 5 ; C. Y. Ship- 
nun, 0; L. M. and D. Crane, 1; Wm. D. Roaa, 1; 
Milo Heath, l; Wm. S. Baldwin, 1; Mrs. H. H. 
Brown, t5 eta ; Mn. E. Tunis, 01; Moset Ro- 
berts, 3 ; K. U FaiUrant, l ; M. Camfidd, 1; 
J*s. M. Heading, 2; A. A. Zabriskie, 1; D. Col- 
tan, 5; MoTTM OrtnuMkr, l; Jacob Dod, 1; Geo. 
C. Ruckle, 1 ; J. B. Pitt, 2 50 ets; P. L. Piatt, 
40 ets; R. Bf*Crane, 3 50 ets; Jamea Blackfoid, 
S5 ets; Cash, 90 50 ets. 

§Frederiektntm,Mdr'K. ^otts, Ksqr. 030; R. 
8trearin|;en, I; M. Swearingen, i; Eliza. M^Oa- 
Win, 1; Marr Gebhart, l; Jos. TrapnaU, 1; F. 
Jane Russell, 50 ets; G. Donne, 50 ets; A. B. 
M>Coabre7, 50 ets; Eliza. Nelson, 1; G. Bantz, 
ii C. Meyen, 50 ets; J. Dill, «2; Wm. G. Jacfc- 
•on, S 50 ets ; Thos. G. Jackson, 3 50 ets ; D. 
Hughes, 5 ; Samuel Taylor, l ; Mrs. E. Rey- 
nolds, 1; R. B. Manhall, 5; B. Robertson, 5; O. 
Bantz, 5D ets; G. W. Tuibutt, 25 ets; 8. Gai- 
ther, 010; J. H. Smaltz, 5; Lewis Ramsbury, 2; 
V. Bmner, 1; Mr. Brashear, i; L. Medtart, 5; 
«< Mite*" for S. S. Cause, 50 ets; J. P. Thompsom, 
^ Mn. Gohlshorough, 1; Wm. Schey, 5; Dr. 
John Batzell, 5; John SwaA, 3 50 ets; J. Nel- 
•on,5; Mn. Eleanor Potts, 10; Miss B. M. 

Potts, 10; Ross, Bqn. 5; W. R. Sandenon, 

1; Geo. Trisbe, 1; Mn. C. Bent, 2; S. Rams- 
Inirg, 1; D. F. Schaeflbr, 1; Cash ficam sundry 
Individuals, 11 25 ets. 

§^Notfolkf Conn^Levi Shepherd, £2 ; John 
Bradley, 1; Henry Giant, 3; Henry Porter, 3; 
Augustus Rice, 1; James Shepherd, 1; John 
Sean, 1; J. and H. Rice, l; Amos Baldwin, 5; 

B. Moses, 3; Thorns Peiry, 50 ets; Lewis Tib- 
ImhfBl', OliTfi Tibbals, 25 ets. 

llRev. Edwin Holmes, of Livingston, 
N. York, by Ladies of his congrega- 
tion to constitute him a life member, 30 25 
IIRev. Hutching TayloTy of Canaan, 
Centre, N. Y. by Ladies of his con- 
gregation to constitute him a life- 
member, 30 00 
New York,— 3. S. Davenport, «30; Rev. R. 
W. Condit, 5; Samttel B. Romain, 5; J. W. Gib- 
son, 5; Young Men's Bible Society of Brooklin, 
per Mr. Moon, trea. 50; The Teachen in the 
Female School, attached to the Central -Prer | 



Ch.to eonstitute Rev.Mn. Autoo 
per Miss SmunansaB, Superintendent, Mj A 
Friend, 5; H. Hallock to constitute fainsOf a 
life member, 30; Tcadian f^ Fenale School, 
No. 19, per Miss OoUsmitfa, 6 35; ChiUioi ad 
the S. S. Euclid, Ohio» co n t rib uted at the 
Mondily Concert, per Rev. & Peet, 1 50 ela. 
From Children in the S. S. Hudson, N. 
Y. oolleeted at the Monthly Concerts, 
dnrii^ three months, by the hands of 
Rev. Dr. Porter, 10 SI 

^Neo Brunrtariek, If. J«r— Rer. Dr. JaBeway, 
first instalment of hia snbaeriptioa^ 0flO{ 
Richanl Duryee, 30; John NcilsoD, 90; Miss R 
Bennet, 30; Mrs. S. Pattexson, 10; Mrs. On 
Seott, 10; Abnu Snydam, 5; Samuel Holeomh, 
5; Mrs. Jnanna Bayard, 5; Edias MoBesom, Jir. 
5; Dr. Jas. J. Cannon, 5; Rev. Jos. H* Jjones, 5; 
Fnderick Riehmond, 10; John Acken,5; Peter 
Dayton, 5; Dr. Alex. MeCleUaad, 5; F. B. 
Smith, 5. 

U^j children of tile S. S. at Montroae^ 
Fa. collected at tiie Monthly Concert 
per CoL Wm. Jessup, SupC 5 00 

ttCollectian at the S. S. Anmvemry in 
Lawsville, Fa. per Col. Wm. Jetsap^ JT 09 
ttOror^ge, N. J,—Sallj Ward, as eta; Ii^ Can- 
fteld, S^ Phoebe Dodd, 1; D. D. Cendit, S; 
Mary Dodd, 1; Aaron Peck, 1; Gains Alvord, 
50 ets; Ann Nieol, £1; CaroHne R. Piecaon^ 3; 
A Friend, 50 ets; £. M. Baldwin, C^ Enos PSev* 
son, 50 cti; Jdm Nicol, JS5; Ezra Gildenler^ 
1; Wm. P. Halsey, 1; Sibis Washburn, 50 ets; 
Mrs. Gardner, ^^^2; Henry Ball, 1; L» Harriso% 
1; £. Williams, 50 ets; Stephien Stetson, 37 ets. 
ttBhomJkld, 2T, /.—Albert Alston, 50 ets; 
A. E. Ballard, 50 ets; Joseph Baldwin, 5D ets; 
N. J. Cnne, 50 cto; T. A. Cran^ 50 ets; Her- 
man Cadmus, £^1; John Mum, 9; P. Seymoce^ 
1; Joshua Smitii, 25 ets; Chas. Smith, 50 c«b$ 
Wm. Smith, 50 ets. 

»»Edmund Hall, Smith's Grove^ War- 
ren Co. Ky. to eonstitnte himsdf • 
life member, 30 00 

••OU^gnv, Jry,-Ridhard G«niett,810i; Jao. 
Montague, 3; G. W. Tiabue, 10; P. H. BiBl»- 
thews, 50 ets; W. £. Mumfoid, 50 cti; John 
Trabue, 91; James Hall, 5; C. Tompkins, 1; 
W. Logan, 2 ; W. A. Budi, V, Cash, 44 ets; J. 
M. Davis, jgl; Eliza Trabue, 5; Henry En- 
banks, 1; Hudson Murafon^ 3; Ca^ 1; 
»*CoUeetion at Nichohuville, 9 75 

^'Collection at SpxingfleMy Ky. 15 41 



• Per Rev. J. Mellvaine, agent. 
t per Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely, Vol. agent 
\ Per Rev. B. F. Pntt, agent. 
$ Per Rev. J. Beecher, agent. 
I Per Rev. J. B. Adams, Ifisspd^pi- 
f Per Rev. Horace Seaver, a^pt. 
•• Per Rev. Jas. E. Welch, agent. 
ft Per Rev. Robert Baird, Gen. agenl. 
. tt Per Rev. J. M. Hunting, agent. 
§1 Per Rev. H. G. Ludtow, Vol. agent. 
HI Per Timotiiy Turner, agenti 
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